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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The fifteenth meeting of the African Regional Coordinating Committee for the
integration of Women In Development was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 20 -
22 April 1994. The meeting was formally opened by the a Representative from the
Ministry of Women Affairs, Representing the Honorable Minister of Women Affairs
Mrs Kebcabe Tafesse. Mr Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary-General
and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, and the president
of the African Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in
DevelopmentMrs Hannatu Fika also delivered statements at the openina ceremonv
of the meeting. y

2. The meeting was attended by the ARCC members from the following
countries: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic Congo
Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia.

3. Observers from the following member States were present: Representatives
from Angola, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania.

4. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were

{?PJXSe?ied: IL°' UNDP> UNESC°> VHEP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNIFEM, UNICEF
WHO, ECA Divisions.

L*J,*,£-bSZrVGrS Were also present from tne lowing organizations: ADB, IAC
FEMNET, OAU, German Cultural Institute, the Netherlands Zimbabwe Women's
Resource Center and Network (ZWRCW) and Association pour le Proges et le
Defense des droits des femmes Maliennes (APDF).

S- OPENING CEREMONY (Agenda item 1)

6. The representative of the Ethiopian Transitional Government, Ms Kebkabe
Tafesse welcomed the delegates to Ethiopia on behalf of Weizero Tadeiech Haile
Michael, the Minister in charge of Women's Affairs, who was unable to attend the
ceremony, and wished them a successful meeting.

7 In his opening statement, the Executive Secretary of UNECA welcomed
delegates to the fifteenth meeting of the African Regional Coordinating Committee
on the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC). He expressed gratitude to
l^TransiUonai Government of Ethiopia for the unfiedging support and generosity
that it extends to UNECA and all guests in the spirit of African hospitality and
friendship. '
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8. He noted that the ARCC meeting was holding at a time when the world

was poised towards participation at the Fourth World Conference on Women
which would take stock of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward Looking

Strategies (NFLS) for the Advancement of Women since their adoption in 1985. He

informed deiegates of the sensitization workshops that hadjust been completed in

the five sub-regions of UNECA, which showed that most countries were already
poised to complete their assessment of the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies

through their national reports. He added that the national reports, which should
be submitted to UNECA by the end of April 1994, would contain precise and

concrete action oriented recommendations geared toward women's empowerment

economically, legally and politically.

9. Turning to other gender issues, the Executive Secretary stated that gender

analysis in all policy decisions was of paramount importance as a strategy for
main-streaming women as recommended by a recent Ad Hoc Group meeting on

strategies for the enhancement of women's skifls in main-streaming and decision-

making. He stressed the importance of political commitment on the part of

decision makers, and the necessary resource back up without which the Nairobi
Forward Looking Strategies would remain unfulfilled aspirations. This, he said,

should be demonstrated through concrete allocation of resources for their
implementation, accompanied with concrete efforts to develop basic institutional

and human capacities to facilitate the attainment of the stated objectives. He

stated that the difference in the intended outcome of the Regional and World
Conferences as compared to previous ones was that conscious effort should be
made to adopt strategies that were realistic and quantifiable, with the responsibility

for their implementation pin-pointed, the time frame indicated and resource

implications articulated and their sources identified.

10. On the part of UNECA as the official convener of the Regional Conference,

the Executive Secretary informed the meeting that UNECA would continue to steer

the preparations at the sub-regional and the regional levels. The Inter Agency Task
Force that was chaired by UNECA would continued to monitor the preparations for

the Regional Conference, and that a quarterly newsletter had been launched to

keep member States informed about the Regional and World Conferences.

11. With regard to strengthening women's entrepreneurial capacity, he informed

the meeting of the established African Federation of the Women Entrepreneurs

(AFWE) in June 1993 in Accra, Ghana at a meeting organized by UNECA. The

Federation was expected to promote and strengthen the existing national

associations of women entrepreneurs which were its building blocks. An in-depth
pre-feasibility study on the establishment of an African bank for women had also

been completed which had recommended the convening of a meeting of experts

who would make concrete proposals on the operational modalities of the bank. The
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meeting would be organized by the end of June 1994.

12. Observing that the peace process was yet another aspect of the

empowerment of women, the Executive Secretary noted that at the Regional

Conference on Women, Peace and Development in Kampala which UNECA helped

organize in collaboration with OAU, it was agreed that sustainable peace and

development could only be attained with the empowerment of women politically

and economically. Thus the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace adopted

at the Conference called for women participation at all levels of decision making,

the re-examination of the status quo with regard to socialjustice, women economic

legal andpolitical empowerment; human and institutional capacity building in favor

of women participation in decision-making; and action for peace. The Executive

Secretary observed that it was a comprehensive plan which, if conscientiously

implemented, would go a long way to alter the process through which matters of

war and peace were decided especially in the Africa region.

13. The Executive Secretary concluded by stressing that the task for the next

three days of the ARCC meeting had implications for the twenty-first century and

that the various issues that would be tackled would pave the way for the lasting

policy decisions in the sector for the advancement of women. He, however, had

no doubt that the members of ARCC were equal to the challenge.

14. In her reply, the President of ARCC expressed gratitude to the Transitional

Government of Ethiopia for the warm hospitality extended to members of ARCC

yearly, which, she said, was a sign of commitment to women issues by the

Government. She also thanked UNECA for continued focus on Women and

Development issues since 1985, which indicated recognition and acceptance on

the part of UNECA that women were an integral part of national and regional

development She further expressed gratitude to member States for the support

which was manifested by the presence of members of ARCC at the meeting. In

conclusion, the President expressed hope that the meeting would articulate a

common front, build on strengths and overcome weaknesses in order to come up

with one voice representing the Africa region.

C. ELECTION OF OFFICERS, ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND

PROVISIONAL PROGRAM OF WORK (Agenda item 2)

15. Under this agenda item, the meeting agreed that the bureau ofARCC should
conduct the meeting as follows:

President Nigeria

Vice President Central African Republic
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Rapporteur Uganda

16 With regard to the adoption
5 to read as foliows: "Progress report
o iu icau ,„„„„ n^ tha r.matinn of an
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1°: ^9a/din9,the African Bank for Women> UN£CA carried out a detailed ore-
feas,b,l,ty study for the creation of an African Bank for Women on the Zs% that

to finance their activities. The findinqs of the studv
mprehensive study was reqidtUTS

^ canisms to finance their activities. The findinqs of the studv
led to the conclusion that a comprehensive study was required tospeUoTcSv
the operational modalities of the bank. It recommended hVcrSnofanon
demand deposit taking intermediary for women which would be lSinltedbva
specalized African Bank which would provide support services The studv thu,
recommended that UNECA constitutes a collaborate commmee iosponsothe
feasibility study to look into the various mechanisms. An ad hoc expertqrouofs
expected to meet in June 1994 to effect this recommendation^ 9 P

21 Turning to the preparations for the Regional and World Conferences on

£"£? fTT"^'TTth d' that ^-™the
^^sir^uZr^ScA^C^S££ J

col aborate with OAU, UNIFEM, UNDP, UNICEF, MB and FEMNET amonc "others
m the preparation of thematic technical papers for the Regional Confine! Other

SS 'TZT thl T6" °f the Preparat'ons TTLS
i

SS TZTnr f thl T6" °f the Preparat'ons 'orTheTonLSsincluded an Ad hoc Expert Group meeting to consider strateaies fnr tZ
enhancement of women's skills in main-streaming anddZistonrnlktaandt
subreg,onal sensitization workshops on the preparation oZationa^rtpons In the
assessment of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-LooZgSgies.

«, me SBMrfiw

Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

23. Particular emphasis was placed on the need to have a preparatory process
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that remained sustainable beyond the conference issues through such strategies

as institutional arrangements and financial resources which would signify
accountability in the implementation of the Platform for Action after its adoption.

The preparation of the reports for the priority themes for the Commission on the
Status of Women (1995) and the 1994 World survey on the role of women in
development were discussed by the UNCSW. In addition, the Secretary-General of

the Fourth World Conference on Women reviewed the work that had been done
during the past 12 months since the meeting of CSW in Vienna in 1993.

24. In conclusion, the UNECA representative noted the importance of NGOs
participation which had taken a new dimension during the UN Conference on

Environment and Development Considering the fact that not many NGOs had

consultative status with ECOSOC, particularly the African NGOs, she informed the

delegates that special measures were being considered in order to allow a good
number of NGOs to participate in the Dakar and Beijing Conferences.

25. The discussion that followed centered mainly on the preparatory process of
the Regional and World Conferences. The secretariat observed that when the
same members attend the ARCC meetings, there is continuity and more effective
participation. Concern was raised over the fact that NGOs and governments were

not working together in order to gome up with common position on the issue of the

writing of national reports.

26. On the question as to whether there had been any follow up on the
workshop on the training of trainers in entrepreneurship, UNECA secretariat
informed the participants that there had been an evaluation report and that UNECA
was in process of raising additional funds for follow-up activities as indicated.

27. In answer to various questions, UNECA secretariat informed the meeting that

out of the 45 members of the Commission on the Status of Women, there were 13
African countries; however, the participation of the African governments was
extremely low. There was great concern on this issue by many delegates. It was

suggested that this concern should be put in the report and also brought to the

attention of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

28 One delegate informed the meeting that her county could not participate in
the last conference in New York following inability to obtain visas to enter the
United States of America. In this connection, the delegates suggested that a
resolution should be passed to the effect that governments should be more positive
in financing WID meetings, conferences and activities and also more involved in
the regional and global conferences. Delegates also urged that UNECA presses
African governments to take positive action on the issue of the participation of

women in the Conference of Ministers.
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29. Regarding this issue, the secretariat clarified that UNECA was a secretariat
and that ARCC was actually an official wing representing governments of various

countries. It could, therefore, recommend that governments include national
machineries and other women groups in their delegations.

30. A sub-committee to draft a Communique' to the Conference of Ministers on
the issues raised above was then constituted and those participants who

volunteered to the sub-committee included: Zambia, Morocco, Swaziland, Senegal,
Central African Republic, Burkina Faso and Algeria.

31. Some, delegates showed concern with regard to the deadline of the national
report. In response, UNECA secretariat informed the conference that the deadline

was 31 March, however, due to many obstacles, many countries had not been able

to submit them. Delegates were then urged to do their best to submit the reports
by the end of April failing which they should submit them in a draft form and the
final copy by May 1994.

F. PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRESS REPORTAT THE REGIONAL LEVEL
(ECA AND OTHER AGENCIES) AND AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL ON THE

PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIFTH REGIONAL CONFERENCE (1994)
PREPARATORY TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN
(1995) (Agenda item 5)

32. The UNECA Secretariat introduced this agenda item by drawing the attention
of the participants to the quarterly news letter in French and English, which spelt

out the agenda for the Fifth Regional Conference, the thematic outline and the

technical papers which had been commissioned to UN agencies. The secretariat
emphasized the importance of mobilization and sensitization of youth in the
preparatory activities.

33. Turning to the ECA progress report on the preparatory activities for the
Conference the secretariat informed the meeting that the major responsibilities of
the UNECA at the regional level were:

34. To monitor, review and appraise the implementation of the targets set in the
Abuja Declaration along with the implementation of the Nairobi Forward Looking
Strategies in a regional perspective; and to prepare and convene a regional
conference which would serve as a Regional Preparatory Conference to the World
Conference on Women.

35. With regard to the above responsibilities, UNECA had prepared and
disseminated packaged information on preparatory activities to be carried out at
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the national level. This package included guidelines for the preparation of national

reports and other information pertaining to regional and world conferences.

36. It also organized sub-regional sensitization workshops in March 1994 whose

main objective was to assist member states in the preparation of national reports

through training to ensure maximum understanding of the guidelines.

37. At the regional level, preparatory activities included convening of the

meeting of the Inter-Agency Task Force which comprised OAU, UNDP, UNICEF

UNIFEM, ADB, FEMNET and chaired by UNECA. The Task Force had met once in

Addis Ababa in September and had adopted information and communication

strategies for the preparation of the conferences.

38. Other activities undertaken by the ECA involved convening the meetings of

the Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting in December 1993 for the enhancement of

women's skills in main-streaming and Decision-Making which in addition reviewed

progress made in preparation for the conferences; the Fifteenth meeting of the

African Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in

Development (ARCC) 20 - 22 April 1994 which reviewed among other things

regional progress on the preparations of the Regional and World Conferences, and
considered the structure of the African Platform for Action. In addition, an Expert

Group meeting was to be held in June to consider the Draft Platform for Action

which would be presented at the Regional Conference on Women.

39. At this juncture the meeting also listened to presentations of member

countries, concerned UN agencies and non governmental organizations progress

reports concerning preparatory activities, including progress on national report

writing as summarized below:

Burkina Faso

40. The delegate from Burkina Faso conveyed to participants greetings from her

Government and in particular from the Minister in charge of Social and Family

Affairs. She assured the meeting that her Government was doing everything to

ensure that Burkina women would participate in the preparatory meetings of the

Fourth World Conference on Women.

41. A national committee had been set up in January 1994 comprising

representatives from the Ministries, women associations, NGOs concerned with the
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advancement of women and traditional and religious authorities. In addition, a
small committee had been set up to prepare the basic document of the national
report, which was also discussed by a national workshop set up for this purpose.
The representative indicated that there were statistical problems that had made
preparations of the national report difficult. The national report would be sent to
UNECA by the end of April.

Central African Republic

42. The Minister of Women and Social Action from the Central African Republic
conveyed to the meeting greetings from her Head of State, the Government and the

people of her country as well as the women of the Republic. She stressed that the

women of her country were determined to be active participants and beneficiaries
development.

43. Informing the meeting that her government was in favour of integrating

women in the development process, she pointed out that the Central African

Republic had known 3 years of turmoil which had hampered the implementation
of the policy on the promotion of women which had been formulated since 1989.
However, the newly elected democratic Government had created the Ministry of

Women and Social Action in November 1993. Since its creation, the Ministry had
defined the framework within which short and medium term priorities would be
implemented; it had also facilitated the creation of the Organization of the Women
of Central African Republic. The objective of the Organization was to protect the
socio-economic, cultural, and moral interests of the women of the Republic and

to act as the liaison between the women, NGOs and the Ministry of Women and
Social Action as well as with the external partners.

44. The Minister informed the meeting that a committee to prepare for the Fourth
World Conference had been created and comprised representatives from various
ministries. The committee had already written the national report for the Dakar
Regional Conference, ft would also elaborate a short-term plan of action for 1994-
1995. A committee to write the report of the NGOs had also been constituted.

45. Although the Ministry for Women and Social Action had received an

increase in its budget within the framework of the emergency programme in 1994,
it was stilt experiencing financial problems. The Minister therefore appealed to the
external development partners ofher country to assist women of the CentralAfrican
Republic to participate in the meetings to be held in June 1994 in Nouakchott, in
November 1994 in Dakar and in September 1995 at the Fourth World Conference
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Eritrea

46. The delegate from Eritrea commended UNECA for inviting the Eritrean

Government to the meeting. She remarked that this provided an opportunity for

exchanging experience which Eritrea had tacked for 30 years during the war. It
had become a member of the international community only in May 1993. This had
affected communication with the rest of the world and even information on

preparatory activities for the Regional and World Conferences had not reached
them on time. However, the United Nations had made contacts and requested the

Government to appoint focal points. Since then, preparations had began around
28 March 1994 and a national committee for the preparation of the national report

had been established with representatives from the ten provinces of Eritrea. The
committee had started with awareness campaigns among women on the two

conferences. The delegate concluded by requesting UNECA to take into
consideration the problems that Eritrea has faced and accept late submission of

the report.

Malawi

47. The delegate from Malawi in her presentation expressed gratitude to the

Ethiopian Government for the extended hospitality to the participants. She reported
that preparatory work for the Regional and World Conferences started in June

1993. The Steering Committee which was formed was charged with the

responsibility of coordinating the activities of the two Conferences. She indicated
that four Sub-Committees based on the themes provided in the outline and a fifth

Committee to coordinate mass media programmes and activities had been

established.

48. The delegate further reported that through a workshop organized by the
Steering Committee, the drafting of the report had commenced and was reviewed
in February. The second draft was being finalized and it was expected that Malawi
would meet the deadline of 31 April 1994 for the submission of the report. She
concluded by thanking the Malawi Government, UNICEF, UNIFEM and USAID for

their financial support.

Morocco

49. The delegate from Morocco reported that a survey based on the Nairobi

Forward-Looking Strategies from 1985 to-date had been conducted to evaluate

achievements and obstacles in the implementation of the National Strategy for
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promotion of Moroccan women. The survey would be the bases for the
preparation of the national report. A national preparatory commission had been
formed comprising ministerial department and NGOs. Both the national report and
a Draft Platform for Action would be submitted to UNECA by the end of May 1994.

50. The delegate voiced concern with regard to failure to obtain assistance from
the United Nations despite her Government's request. Nonetheless, she indicated
that a subregional workshop on statistics and indicators, which brought in
participants from West Africa and the Magreb had been organized jointly by
Government and INSTRAW in December 1993. It was a useful input to the
preparations of the national report.

Namibia

51. The delegate from Namibia reported that the first draft of the national report
had been completed and reviewed by the technical committee while the second
draft was in the process of being reviewed by the same in close collaboration with
the chairperson of the National Preparatory Committee. Namibia would submit the
final report in the second week of May 1994.

52. In conclusion Namibia informed the meeting that the government had invited
Mrs. Gertrude Mongella to provide first-hand information on the preparatory
process of the Regional and World Conferences.

Nigeria

53. The delegate from Nigeria informed the meeting that Nigeria had formed a
national committee for the preparation of the national reports in November 1992
and that since then, a series of surveys and studies had been conducted. The
committee, was working closely with various line ministries and research institutes
especially for data collection. The first draft of the national report was ready and
would be reviewed and analyzed through a workshop scheduled to take place in
May 1994. This workshop was to draw participation from women NGOs,
organizations, line ministries and men and women experts. The delegate further
expressed gratitude to the Nigerian Government for the full support it had extended
for the preparatory activities, and to UN agencies and the international donor
community.

54. In conclusion the delegate recommended that in the Platform for Action
emphasis should be put on equal share of the burden between men and women,
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concrete actions that would ensure recognition of women's rights, serious

consideration over the debt burden which affected women most. She also added

that in view of the fact that peace was eluding the world and in particular Africa,

this subject should also be covered adequately in the Platform for Action.

Niger

54. The delegate from Niger informed the meeting that within the framework of

the Regional and World Conferences, the government of Niger created a

committee comprising representatives from all the technical ministries, associations

and Women NGOs. This committee was charged with the responsibility to prepare

the Niger declaration for the Regional and World Conferences on Women and to

follow up on the implementation of the recommendations coming from the two

conferences.

55. To facilitate the writing of the national report, the committee organized a

workshop which was financed by CIDA. This report was ready in a draft form but

would be in its final version as soon as the report of the sub-regional sensitization

workshop was incorporated. For the moment, the report was with the national

consultant hired for the purpose, and would be finalized shortly.

Senegal

56. The delegate from Senegal observed that the Regional Conference would

provide an opportunity for exchange of ideas on economic, political, and cultural

issues. She informed the meeting that her Government in preparation for the

Regional Conference had set up a national preparatory committee comprising

technical ministries, women politicians, NGO associations and donor agencies.

The first version of the report had been revised by a Technical Committee. The

final report before being submitted to BCA, at the end of April would be reviewed

through a brain storming workshop.

57. She further informed participants that several other technical committees

had been set up to assist in the organization of the conference. These include the

Press, accommodation commission, delegates liaison commission, logistics

commission, the economic and cultural commission. She, however, pointed out

that financial resources were required for all the outlined activities. The

Government had prepared reference documents outlining the main activities that

would take place during the conference. In addition, Mrs Gertrude Mongella, the

UnderSecretary-General of the Fourth World Conference would visit Senegal at the

end of April to hold discussions on the preparations for the conference with the
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Government

Uganda

58. The delegate from Uganda reported that preparations for the Regional and
World Conferences started with the hosting of the Conference on Women and
Peace in November 1993, which adopted the Kampala Action Plan. A national
technical coordinating committee to oversee the national preparations for the
conferences was set up thereafter. The committee, was composed of
representatives from all sectors and ministries concerned.

59. She informed the meeting that national preparatory activities and regular
meetings were organized regularly to assess progress made in the writing of the
national report. Sub-committees had been constituted to spearhead and assemble
gender disaggregated data according to the sub-sectors and the initial draft of the
report would be discussed early in May 1994 by a core committee. That a final
draft would be ready by 31 May 1994. With regard to publicity for the two
conferences, the delegate said that a publicity plan was being drafted. However
publicity in the form of print media, in newspapers and quarterly publication of the
Ministry of Women Affairs had been established.

60. In conclusion, the delegate pointed out that financial constraints which
hampered progress for the preparations. She, however, added that some donors
had expressed willingness to finance some of the activities.

Zambia

61. The delegate from Zambia reported that the Zambian Preparatory Committee
was already established and comprised representatives from sector ministries
NGOs, academicians, professionals and political parties. Two fund raising
ventures had been organized and with financial assistance from UNICEF videos on
Women's activities were produced targeted at women empowerment

62. The first draft of the national report was made possible with the technical
input of the Women in Development Department officials and with financial
assistance from FINNIDA, SIDA and the Royal Netherlands Embassy. A one-day
national workshop was being organized to review the second draft, scheduled to

l°y6nd°fApnl Th fll^ expected to be ready by the

63. The delegate concluded by highlighting the problem of financial resources
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which had hampered the preparations for the conference. %!J;
Government was making provisions for extra-budgetary resources. The First Lady

was also giving the committee full support.

Swaziland

64 The delegate from Swaziland informed the meeting that their first priority was
to come up with a strategy paper for the formulation of a national poicyon
women In 1992 a national consultant was hired for this assignment through
assistance from UNDP. A national Steering Committee worked with the consultant
and completed the task after which a draft report was dIScussed '^one-day
workshop. The Ministry of Home Affairs decided that the same Committee should
continue to work on the preparations of the two up-coming Women s Conferences

in Dakar in 1994 and Beijing in 1995. Sub-committees^W™'°
look at the various issues of major concern to women. The National bteenng
Committee was composed of Government line ministries and
women's organizations, NGOs and United Nations donor agencies,

of the national report would be distributed on 22 April to the Na,
Committee members for their comments in a national workshop. Itwa
the final document would be sent to the UNECA and New York in the first week of

May 1994.

65 In conclusion, the delegate informed the meeting of constraints they faced
in the preparatory activities which involved: absence of a focal point on the issues
of women in development and absence of a policy on women; lack of i™01™™™
of youth in the preparatory sessions; time constraint which had not permitted
involvement of all women in the country.

South Africa

66 The delegate from South Africa in her presentation, observed that most of
the problems that had been brought out by previous speakers were also being
addressed by the Sub-Council on the status of women in South Africa - lack of
publicity, violence, education, research, etc. A survey had been organized by the
council to look into these problems whose recommendations ^uldjormpartot

the national report. The Sub-Council had also '^"'^t^ZTJ^OsSere
preparatory activities through establishment of a committee where NGOs were
represented and which was involved in the writing of the national report. She
hoped that these efforts would help in making the report ready on time.

67. In conclusion, she informed the meeting of the excitement of South Africa's
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capture the sentiments, experiences and voices of women from developing
countries. In addition, the Gender-in-Development Program at their Headquarters

was sending a report to the UNDP Addis Ababa that would review what had been
done by UNDP in respect of the preparations for the two Conferences. The report

would be distributed to the members ofARCC as soon as it was available.

UNFPA

72. The observer from UNFPA informed the meeting that UNFPA had long been

concerned with addressing women's needs and gender issues and that the first
set of guidelines for UNFPA policies and programmes in the field of women,
population and development were issued in 1976. It was UNFPA's conviction that

the full participation of Women in Development activities and in the benefits of
development was not just a question of equity but one of efficiency and vital

achievement of economic and demographic goals. Besides, UNFPA was
constantly reviewing its programmes in order to take into account new emerging

priorities and issues in the light of the socio-economic and cultural changes

undergoing the Africa Region.

73. The observer from UNEP informed the meeting of UNEP's role in the

preparatory activities for the Regional and World Conferences, which involved the
writing of a technical paper the theme of which was "Women Environment and
Sustainable Development". She added that UNEP was closely working with other

UN bodies,in particular Habitat and FAO, the OAU and the International Liaison

Center (IELC). The document would be ready for submission to UNECA at the end

Of April 1994.

OTHER OBSERVERS

FEMNET

74. The observer from FEMNET recalled that at the NGO planning Committee

in Vienna in 1993, FEMNET was given the mandate to coordinate NGOs regional
activities in preparation for the Dakar and Beijing conferences. In this respect,

FEMNET had its role as information dissemination mobilizing communities on

issues that affect women, coordinating NGOs preparatory activities for the
conference and planning and organizing the Dakar and Beijing Fora. She added

that FEMNET was working through focal points to carry out the above roles. The
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focal points are responsible for coordinating activities for the conferences and

dissemination of information and they work closely with the committees involved

in the preparation of national reports.

75. FEMNETwas working closely with the UNECA and donor agencies. Among

the activities undertaken from mid 1993 were the distribution of information

packages to focal points; production of a bi-monthly newsletter in English and

French; and a publication "Our Rights" also in English and French.

76. FEMNET had convened various meetings including the Regional Steering

Committee meeting in Nairobi in January 1994. Other activities involved setting up

a planning committee to monitor progress for preparations of the conference,

secretariat to work on logistics for the NGO Forum and devising of a questionnaire

for NGO's identification.

77. In conclusion, she pointed out that the constraints faced were mainly

centered around communication and financial resources.

MALI NGO - Association Pour le Progres et la Defense des Femmes Malienne

(ADDF)

78. The president of the Mali NGO known as APDF and on behalf of the Inter-

African Network for French-speaking Africa thanked UNECA for organizing the

ARCC meeting. She informed the meeting of the Forum on Violence against

Women organized in February 1994 where NGOs participated. However, she said

the discussions that went on in the forum showed no knowledge about FEMNET's

role in the preparatory activities for the Regional and World Conferences. She

therefore proposed for a network be set up to serve as a focal point for the

preparations of the two conferences. She called upon UNECA to look into this

matter. She further informed participants that a three-day workshop for French-

speaking NGOs had been organized to discuss the Platform for Action. She

concluded by requesting ECA to indicate the number of delegations expected at

the Regional Conference, and how NGOs would participate.

Zimbabwe Women's Resource Center and Network (ZWRCN)

79. The observer of the Zimbabwe Women's Resource Center and Network

commended the UNECA for organizing and inviting the Center to the ARCC

meeting. She observed that one of the major constraints to the preparations of the

Conferences was lack offinancial resources. This was the main reason behind the

facilitation initiative of the OECD/DAC in order to try and achieve a more equitable
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distribution and better communication among the countries in the context of the

preparatory activities. She informed the meeting that ZWRCN was the sub-regional

focal point institution (RFf) for Southern Africa. Its main activity was to assist

countries of Southern Africa design strategies for resource mobilization through

coordination with donors and to facilitate information sharing. In addition, the

Center drew the attention of donors to countries in need of technical assistance.

The meeting noted that among the activities the Center had undertaken was the

organization of workshops in each country, and the preparation for a sub-regional

workshop scheduled to take place in Namibia in July 1994. The Platform forAction

was the main point on the agenda of this workshop. The observer concluded by

emphasizing the need to coordinate both regionally and internationally progress

on the preparatory activities. On its part, the Center would inform UNECA of the

Regional Focal Point (RFI) activities and would invite the African Training and

Resource Center to take part in the planned sub-regional workshop.

80. In the discussions that followed the presentations, it was observed that a

cross-section of women all over Africa had put heads together to prepare for the

Fourth World Conference on Women despite the various problems encountered

which involved lack of adequate funds; relevant data; support; luke-warm attitude

to women's programmes; publicity; and insufficient networking among target

groups at national and regional levels. With regard to the Regional

Conference, members sought clarification on the number of delegations expected

in Dakar and on how the First Ladies would be accommodated. The

representative from Senegal, the host country, in response, provided categorized

figures as indicated in the agreement document between UNECA and the host

country of the expected participants as follows:

Representatives

Observers

Press

Secretariat

Officials

Technicians

500

300

100

100

200

50

She also informed the meeting that 1000 NGOs were expected at the NGO forum.

The UNECA secretariat, further, clarified that attendance to the Regional

Conference depended on the capacity of governments to sponsor their delegates.

However, the issue would be discussed in detail during the meeting to be held in

Dakar with the authorities of the Government of Senegal and Mrs Mongefla and the

outcome would be communicated to members ofARCC.
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G. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE AFRICAN FEDERATION OF WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS (AFWE)AND THECREATIONOFANAFRICANBANKFOR
WOMEN (Agenda item 6)

81. The Deputy Secretary-General ofAFWE, Ms Yeshimebet Tessema introduced
this agenda item by recalling resolution 736 (XXVII) of the ECA Conference of
Ministers which invited member States to promote the setting-up of national
associations of women entrepreneurs. Consequently, the Federation was
inaugurated in Accra, Ghana in June 1993. Thirteen delegations from national
associations of women entrepreneurs attended the meeting and launched AFWE.
They also adopted the constitution of the Federation as well as its rules and
regulations. Participants were referred to the report of the inaugural meeting, and
the constitutional framework where the objectives of the Federation, rules and
regulations were outlined.

82. The Executive Committee which was elected in Accra, Ghana during the
inaugural meeting included Nigeria as Chairperson, Guineas as First Vice-
Chairperson, Uganda as Second Vice-Person, Ghana as Secretary-General
Ethiopia as Deputy Secretary-General and Benin as Treasurer Representatives of
the subregional groupings were also elected. The first Executive Committee
meeting was held in Addis Ababa in February 1994. During this meeting a four

year Plan of Action (1994 - 1997) was elaborated and strategies' for its
implementation. It also reviewed the status of the Federation membership
modalities for its registration as well as location for its secretariat Drawing
attention of the participants to the registration fee of AFWE, the representative
called upon participants to register and become members ofAFWE. Additionally
she informed the meeting of AFWE's relationship with regional and international
organizations. AFWE intended to apply for observer status with OAU and the
United Nations, and had already subscribed membership to the International
Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (IFWE) to which it was elected one of the Vice-
Presidents. The Representative concluded by calling upon participants country
National Associations of Women Entrepreneurs to register and become members.
African Governments together with the donor agencies were also called upon to
give full support to the Federation and to national associations of Women
entrepreneurs.

AFRICAN BANK FOR WOMEN

83. A member of the UNECA secretariat introduced this part of the agenda item.
The participants were informed that a preliminary study on the establishment of an
African Bank for Women had been reviewed by the ECA Conference of Ministers
in 1993 who recommended that a more in-depth study on the subject be carried
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seVS Yet, they lacked a viable mechanism to finance the

84 The study viewed existing financial intermediaries as holding greater

metbefocussedon include the infrastructure and support services m managerial and
technical skills area in view of the constraints that women face.

m in conclusion the study recommended that UNECA establishes a

establishment of an African Bank for Women.

86. The participants took note of the two reports. They f^^were
provided with clarification on procedures for membersh,p mto AFWE and IFWE.

H. CONSIDERATION OF THE KAMPALA ACTION PLAN ON WOMEN AND
PEACE (Agenda item 7)

this agenda item, the UNECA representative presented the
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88 The Conference had focused attention on four areas of concern- the nature
?£™ * °f CTf «"* und^velopment, women in the struggle for peace
rtoZ»ZTJn °f W°men '" ^ Peace process and Peace "to™*"- Srecognized that ,f peace was to be attained, conflicting factions in society had to
be harmonized rather than polarized. While women suffer the magnitude of

JS^'J" ""■*»*«* hard'y imolved ln decisi°"s "»* lead to wa "or In
matters of secunty and peace. The Conference had also recognized that oeace

To££t£ abser °f war-violence «**««»* fiuSKSJSSSa! people have equal access to economic and social justice, and to entire ranee

protect. "9 ^fundamental freed°™' ««'" ^'ch the envirlnmentwfs

^ » '" °r?e* t0 9lVe substance t0 tnes* concerns, the Conference had adopted
the Kampala Action Plan of Action which called for, among others

The articulation by national Governments of meaningful policies on
women that ensure the full involvement of women in political and
econom,c issues, and those of social and human development;

The establishment of institutional mechanisms for enhancing and

and special assistance
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socio/economic development policy at the international level.

L REPORT OF THE AD HOC GROUP MEETING ON STRATEGIES FOR

ENHANCEMENT OF WOMEN'S SKILLS IN MAIN-STREAMING AND

DECISION MAKING (Agenda item 8)

93. Under this agenda item, the UNECA representative introduced the reportand

highlighted the aspects that were discussed during the Ad Hoc Expert Group

Meeting on the issue of main-streaming in the context of developmentplanning and

decision making, held in Addis Ababa in December, 1993.The report stressed that

main-streamingAfrican women into political andsocio-economic activities required

not only attitudinal changes among those involved but also adequate qualifications

and skills among women. Given the solidity of the traditional cultural matrix in

Africa which places women in a subordinate, though complementary role, main-

streaming women in development activities could not be achieved quickly except

through deliberate actions sensitizing all groups concerned.

94. The experts also made distinctions between main-streaming and integration

and stressed that the media, had a major role in sensitizing the public to the tragic

disadvantages faced by African women. They felt that gender inequality was not

just a social problem but an economic one which needed appropriate policy for

optimum utilization of human resources. In this respect women had a vital role to

play as they contribute 50% of the African population.

95. As indicated in detail in the report, the experts had an in-depth look at the

strategies for the enhancement of women skills in main-streaming and decision-

making and the role of the media in the preparations of the Regional and World

Conferences and in main-streaming women's concerns. In this connection,

relevant recommendations were made by the experts.

96. The discussion that followed the two agenda items emphasized the fact that

women's issues were not welfare issues but development issues and therefore

should be considered vital to the overall development of countries and societies.

It was noted that the as whole world prepared for the Fourth world conference to

discuss development equality and peace as they effected the women in particular,

it was worthy to note that there could never be development and equality between

men and women if there was no peace in society. The example of Bosnia was

mentioned where nobody talks about equality and development today.

97. In view of the fact that women are hardly involved in the planning of wars

of any kind, despite their proliferation, it was suggested that women should take

more interest in the politics, international affairs and all aspects of decision
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making.

?5L*.'" thB C°HrSe °f the discussion' «e meeting learned that at the Kamoala
Conference on Peace, a committee of Women Ministers and/or PlenimteSe!ers and/or PlenimteSe!
be. to network and articulate women's views on regional and alobal issues-

!^TrTtepro9r"women s tssues and concerns towards the betterment of the status of women in

~=-—=^
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interest was pointed out.

mmsm
Action in time.

K. THE ROLE OF THE AFRICAN TRAINING AND RESEARCH CENTER FOR
WOMEN (Agenda item 10)

S ofZmen in development in addition to trainmg and research

women and development.

mailed to them free of charge.
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L ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 11)

108. Under this agenda item, it was noted that MULPOC activities were not felt
tn the regions. In this context, a workshop was proposed to discuss the issue and
clarify the role of the MULPOCs within the sub-regions. Delegates also expressed
concern about the revitalization of the Women in Development (WID) activities in
the MULPOCs.

109. With regard to the five proposed designs of the logo for the Regional
Conference, delegates selected one which would be used for the Inter
governmental meeting as well the NGO Forum. Participants were all provided with
copies of the selected logo.

M. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Agenda item 12)

110. The report was adopted with amendments.
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the trends of socio-economic development; ensuring that

African women concerns are adequately addressed; and

designing and implementing programmes for the

advancement of women in line with the Nairobi Forward

Looking Strategies, the Abuja Declaration on

Participatory Development: the Role of Women in the

1990s; the System-Wide Medium-Term Plan on the

Advancement of Women and any other relevant policy

framework;

2. Requests the African Centre for Women to intensify its
working relationship with Government machineries in
charge of the advancement of women and to work closely

with non-governmental organizations in order to ensure

greater impact at the grassroot level in line with the

provisions of the African Charter for Popular

Participation in Development;

3. Urges member States and the International Community to

continue to give their full support to the Centre;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) to make every

effort to strengthen the Centre with a view to
enhancing its effectiveness and efficiency as the

overall regional structure in charge of the advancement

of women in Africa.

5. Requests the ECA Conference of Ministers to adopt this

resolution.
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AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO WOMEN EMPOWERMENT : THE KAMPALA

55S2U '55" °N W0MEN ^ PEACE? VIOLATION OF WOMEN'S ^UM^
RIGHTS; AND WOMEN'S ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

THE KAMPALA ACTION PLAN ON WOMEN AND PEACE

Women^n Development? C°°rdinatin9 <*-"t.. on the Integration of

„* M Taking /P*.0 account the Arusha Strategies for the Advancement
° "!e"ln Africa whi=h call for special attention to refugeeland
displaced women; the Abuja Declaration on Participatory

rf^^r^-^6 R°le °f W°men in Africa in the 1990s; and the
Chlrtlrf Chlldren aS articulated in the United Nations Children's

3

Taking into account the disproportionate share of national

rto^f'011 a™ament and defe"^ in comparison to wht
to socio-economic activities;

reaol3?nr,^^i +-he ,breakdown. of traditional mechanisms for
resolving conflict and protecting women and children and the
destructive nature of militaristic conflicts and their devastating
effects on women and children; devastating

types of vioience i

noQ^-fSnl1^ °f ^hG 1imited P^sence of women in decision-making
SdJi«S S V*r2US f°ra Where i3SUes co"^erning their lives artaddressed, decided upon and policy formulated:

1. Resolve to adopt the Kampala Action Plan on Women and
F63CSJ

African Governments, Non Government
, women, grassroots, youth, United Nations

agencies and other international organizations to
participate actively m the implementation of the Kampala
Action Plan by setting aside resources for its
implementation and setting up mechanisms for monitorina
programmes and activities in this regard on a regular
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3. Requests ECA to ensure that the concerns of the Kampala
Action Plan are incorporated in the Africa Platform for
Action of the Fifth Regional Conference on Women which
should eventually be an input into the global Platform
for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women.

4. Requests ECA in collaboration with OAU to report to the
ECA Conference of Ministers every 3 years on the
implementation of the Kampala Action Plan.

VIOLATION OF WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS

Taking into account the slow rate of ratification and
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination
of all forms of Discrimination against women and other relevant

legal mechanisms;

Noting with concern that the development of women is often
constrained by a pervasive negative environment at personal,
family, community and societal levels due to various s<£«-oultural
practices and laws inimical to their advancement, all of which have
far-reaching socio-psychological as well as economic and legal

implications;

Considering the monumental loss to society when more than half
of its population does not contribute fully to its development due
to the stumbling blocks referred to above;

Desirous that women should break out of the psychological,

socio-cultural and legal mould that contribute towar?* * *™^
quo by limiting their contribution to their personal development

and that of society in general;

Recognizing the need to empower women to take full control of
their lives and as full partness in development.

1. Urges UNECA in collaboration with OAU to facilitate the
organization of national, subregional and regional training
seminars as well as any other appropriate activities to sensitize
national governments, institutions, NGOs and the general public
on the socio-cultural-legal realities in which women live and their
socio-psychological as well as legal implications in the context of
their human rights, with a view to creating a positive, enabling
environment conducive to their full development and safety;

2, Calls on governments to enact laws and other legal instruments
that guarantee safety from violence on the individual woman and in
families while revising those that might work against this
principle; ensure the prosecution of offenders in this context; and
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identify and legislate against cultural practices that reinforce
physical and psychological oppression of women; remtorce

3. Requests UNECA to incorporate these views in the reaional
report of the Fifth Regional Conference on Women? regional

NGOs and international organizations to

***™ °f thl lti b* -ailing

™i!!?S!!"J" *2NE™ tO repOrt on the ^Pigmentation of this
resolution to the EGA Conference of Ministers every two years;

^ E°A Conference of Ministers adopts this

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OP WOMEN

conclusions and recommendations of thed recommendations of the
an ann?On^L^ estf^^ment of an African Bank for Women
^ lT?l\Ttt:S:r1 lntSrmedia^ that ™« facilitate

Encouraged by the increasing attention accorded to the

SEin? T *^iCain vomen entrepreneurial spirit through the
?{£ »i - I J natTlonal associations of women entrepreneurs and
S£ pp^p F5de^ation of Women Entrepreneurs in accordance wi?h
the ECA Conference Resolution 736(XXVII) and 753fXXVIIT) on
economic empowerment of women ; /oJlAXViii) on

ni-h*>-T?oong int° account women's lack of access to credit and
other resources necessary for their economic advancement;

Considering the need to empower women

SSthr3 ^^ ^ inf—ion

and global

the recommendations for the establishment of
institution specialised in women's needs;

l^??V? l- fn collakoration with OAU, ADB and
on thP n^^ nlnstituti°ns to complete the final study
institution ^^°daliti^ f°r Settin^ UP the financialinstitution and to ensure its establishment and take-off;
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3. Exhorts member States to take the necessary

legislative, monetary and banking measures to facilitate

the promotion of women entrepreneurship at the national,

subregional and regional levels;

4. Calls upon UNECA, OAU, ADB and the World Bank to give

full support to the African Federation of Women

Entrepreneurs ;

5. Requests UNECA to report to the next ECA Conference of

Ministers on the implementation of this resolution;

6. Recommends that the ECA Conference of Ministers adopts

this resolution.
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FINAL COMMUNIQUE

We, members of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of

Women in Development (ARCC) meeting in the fifteenth annual session in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia, from 20 to 22 April 1994.

After having examined the current situation of women in Africa in ail areas,

particularly, their participation in political and economic decision-making:

Noting with concern that women continue to be marginalized in spite of the many

recommendations and resolutions adopted by our respective Governments.

Strongly recommend as follows:

proper consideration of women-related issues in all development

programmes in the various sectors at the national level;

effective participation of women in the management of government

business, particularly, in decision-making;

allocation of financial and technical resources necessary for the

implementation of national women programmes;

constant presence of women in government delegations designated to

represent the countries in regional and international conferences as well as

their participation in the various meetings on women;

the strengthening and/or the establishment of appropriate national

mechanisms the mandate of which is to define, implement, coordinate and

follow up policies and programmes on the advancement of women.

in view of the important role it plays, we request EGA:

to be more involved, in collaboration with the OAU, subregionai and

international organizations, in the attainment of objectives relating to the
advancement of women in Africa;

to secure and mobilize necessary funds from international financing bodies

for the implementation of African strategies adopted in that respect.

Considering that the proliferation of conflicts in Africa has had adverse effects on
the situation of women:

Also recommend the strict and urgent implementation of the 1993 Kampala
Plan of Action on Women and Peace.

done in Addis Ababa, on 22 April 1994




