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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The fifteenth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) was

held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 26 April to 1 May 1994. The meeting was formally opened by

H.E. Mr. Alemayehu Daba, Minister of Finance of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia. Mr.

Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa, also delivered a statement at the opening ceremony of the meeting. The

representative of Kenya moved a motion of thanks.

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member States of the Commission:

Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo, Cdte

d'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,

Mozambique, Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Swaziland,

the United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

3. Observers from the following Member States of the United Nations were present: China,
France, Greece, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Norway, Romania, Russian Federation, and Spain.

4. The Democratic Republic of Korea, the Holy See and Palestine are not Members of the United

Nations but were also represented by observers.

5. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were represented: Food and

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), International Labour Organisation (ILO), United Nations Regional

Commissions New York Office (RCNYO), International Monetary Fund (IMF), International

Telecommunication Union (ITU), International Trade Centre (ITC) UNCTAD/GATT, United Nations

Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World Food
Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), World Meteorological Organization (WMO),

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations University (UNU), United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), United Nations Disaster Management

Training Programmes for Africa (UNDMTP) and Office of the Special Coordinator for Africa and

Least-Developed Countries of the United Nations (UN-OSCAL/DPCSD).

6. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the African Development Bank (ADB) were

represented.

7. Observers were present from the following intergovernmental organizations: African

Association for Public Administration and Management (AAPAM), Agence Africain de

Biotechnologie, Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO), African Centre for

Applied Research and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD), African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD), Secretariat of African-Caribbean and Pacific

Group (ACP), African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM),

African Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), Permanent Inter-State Committee for

Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS),

Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD), International Livestock Centre
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for Africa (ILCA), Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA), Regional

S?SS Z ^T?t m A%?tT°f S.urvT ^CTAS)' Regional Institute for Population studies
(RIPS) Maghreb Union (MU), InsUtut de formation et de recherche demographiques (IFORD)
African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), and International Centre for Insect
Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE).

8. The Committee elected the following officers:

Chairman: Tunisia

First Vice-Chairman: Nigeria

Second Vice-Chairman: Zambia

Rapporteur: Gabon

9. The Committee established an open-ended sub-committee on resolutions and also entrusted it the
task of examining in detail the preliminary report on a Framework Agenda for Building and Utilizing
Critical Capacities in Africa (document E/ECA/CM. 20/6). This sub-Committee was chaired by the
first Vice-Chairman (Nigeria). The Committee consisted of the following Core members:

West Africa: Sierra Leone and Senegal
East Africa: Uganda and Madagascar
Southern Africa: Mozambique and Swaziland
North Africa: Egypt and Sudan
Central Africa: Congo and Cameroon

B. AGENDA

10. On 26 April 1994, the Committee adopted the following agenda:

Conference theme: ECA at 35: Building critical capacities in Africa for accelerated growth and
sustainable development

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Election of officers.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

PART I. Perspectives of Africa's socio-economic development

4. (a) Economic report on Africa 1994;

(b) Report on the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF);
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(c) The Economic and Social Development of Democratic South Africa;

(d) Biennial report of the Executive Secretary on the work of the Commission,
1992-1993.

PART II. Conference theme: ECA at 35: Building critical capacities in Africa for
accelerated growth and sustainable development

5. (a) Critical capacities in support of good governance, human rights, political

stability, peace and security in Africa;

(b) Critical capacities for effective socio-economic policy analysis and management;

(c) Building, strengthening and effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained

development in Africa;

(d) Developing entrepreneurial capacities for public and private sector enterprise;

(e) Developing Africa's physical infrastructural capacities;

(f) Capacity building: Capacity Building for Food Production, Food Security and

Self-sufficiency in Africa;

(g) Capacities to exploit natural resources and diversify African economies into

processing and manufacturing;

(h) Critical capacities for the mobilization and efficient allocation of domestic and

external financial resources.

PART HI. Regional and global cooperation for development in Africa

6. (a) Policy convergence for regional economic cooperation and integration:

implementation of the Treaty establishing the African Economic Community;

(b) Preliminary assessment of the impact of the Uruguay Round agreements on

African economies;

(c) Implementation of the African Strategies for the Implementation of Agenda 21

and the African Common Position;

(d) Preparations for global conferences:

(i) World Summit for Social Development;

(ii) Fourth World Conference on Women;
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(iii) International Conference on Population and Development;

(iv) Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (HABITAT

ii);

(v) African Common Position and the International Decade for Natural

Disaster Reduction and the World Conference;

(e) Women and economic empowerment in Africa:

The African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (AFWE) and the

creation of an African bank for women: Progress report;

(f) Report of the Ad hoc Committee of member States on the rationalization and

harmonization of ECA-sponsored institutions;

(g) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development

in Africa in the 1990s: Progress report;

(h) Science and technology for the development of Africa;

(i) Strategy and Programme of Action for Marine and Ocean affairs in Africa;

(j) Activities in the field of emergency relief, humanitarian assistance,

rehabilitation, reconstruction and development in Africa: (Eritrea, Ethiopia,

Burundi, Rwanda, Mozambique).

PART IV. Statutory issues

7. (a) Staff and administrative questions;

(b) Issues from the subsidiary organs and sectoral bodies of the Commission calling

for action by the Conference of Ministers.

PART V. Programme of work and priorities of the Commission

8. (a) Proposals for updating the 1994-1995 programme of work and priorities in the

light of General Assembly appropriations;

(b) Programme evaluation in the Economic Commission for Africa;

(c) Strengthening ECA's operational capacity: Extrabudgetary resources; current

situation and prospects.

9. Any other business.



I

E/ECA/CM.20/37

Page 5

10. Date and venue of the sixteenth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the

Whole (TEPCOW).

11. Adoption of the report.

12. Closure of the meeting.

11. The Committee observed, on 29 April 1994, a moment of silence to honour the memory of late

Dr. Robert K.A. Gardiner, Executive Secretary of ECA, (1963-1975) who passed away recently.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

12. In his opening statement, His Excellency Mr. Alemayehu Daba, Minister of Finance of the

Transitional Government of Ethiopia, welcomed participants to the meeting and observed that the main

challenge confronting Africa was to remove the sources of economic stagnation and provide better

living conditions for its people.

13. , The Minister observed that with increasing population, low GDP growth rate, worsening terms

of trade and the increasing burden of debt-servicing, the people of the region were today poorer than

they were at independence. He noted that structural adjustment programmes that were being pursued

by several African countries were important but could not solve all development problems. What

Africa needed, the Minister emphasized, was the building of critical indigenous capacities in the areas

of human resources, technology, good governance, infrastructure development and agriculture in order

to ensure an effective take-off of African economies.

14. The Minister informed the Committee that since the coming to power, the Transitional

Government of Ethiopia, has taken a lot of policy measures in the political, economic and social

spheres towards the promotion of the rapid socio-economic development of the country. At the

political level, greater decision-making power in economic and social areas had been given to the local

governments formed after democratic elections.

15. At the economic level, the long-term strategy was to reduce the role of the state in the economy

in favour of the private sector. Another important emphasis was the development of an export-

oriented, agro-based industrial sector utilizing abundant existing raw materials and labour-intensive

methods. The results of the implementation of these economic recovery programmes had been very

encouraging as the economy of Ethiopia grew by 7.6 per cent in 1993. This rate was expected to fall

to 3 per cent in the current year only because of the prevailing drought. Much progress had been

made in such strategic social areas as education, health, among other sectors.

16. The Minister concluded by noting that the theme of the current session which was building

critical capacities in Africa for accelerated growth and sustainable development, was very important

considering the current economic and social state of the continent.
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17. Mr. Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the

Economic Commission for Africa, welcomed all participants to the Fifteenth meeting of TEPCOW.

He expressed, on behalf of all participants, sincere appreciation to the Minister of Finance of the

Transitional Government of Ethiopia for officiating at the opening session of the meeting. He said

that the Minister's presence was indicative of the strong support that the people and the Government

of Ethiopia extended to the United Nations and ECA. He observed that the present meeting coincided

with the thirty fifth year of the Commission and said that this anniversary would offer an opportunity

to reflect on the role of the Commission and on the challenges ahead in Africa's development.

18. The Executive Secretary noted that the twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers was

convening under the theme "Building critical capacities in Africa for accelerated growth and

sustainable development". He made the observation that Africa's poor economic performance had

been largely due to the lack of adequate indigenous capacities, including critical human skills, an

effective institutional framework and infrastructural facilities. Taking into account the capacity

constraints among the African countries, the secretariat had prepared several documents for the

consideration of TEPCOW, intended to enhance critical capacities for the accelerated growth and

sustainable development of the region. These documents covered priority areas such as critical

capacities in support of good governance, human rights, political stability, peace and security in

Africa; critical capacities for effective socio-economic policy analysis and management; building,

strengthening and effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained development in Africa;

developing entrepreneurial capacities for public and private sector enterprises; developing Africa's

physical infrastructural capabilities; capacity building for food production, food security and self-

sufficiency in Africa; building capacities to exploit natural resources and diversify African economies

into processing and manufacturing; and building critical capacities for the mobilization and efficient

allocation of domestic and external financial resources.

19. The Executive Secretary observed that the poor regional growth performance in Africa in 1993
mainly reflected the decline in mining output, the drastic fall in commodity prices and lower export

earnings. Indeed, export values had slipped in 1993 while import values and the level of external debt

had increased. He further observed that the crop failure in the Horn of Africa appeared to have led

to another round of famine thereby casting doubts on national and subregional processes to anticipate,

prevent and manage famines. Hence, he said there was urgent need to strengthen the capacity for
drought management rather than depend on international support to alleviate the immediate suffering

of affected people.

20. Concerning international trade, The Executive Secretary said that the signing of the Final Act

of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations in Marakech, Morocco, was significant to

Africa in four ways: products and services had been brought under multilateral trading discipline; the

reduction of export subsidies and domestic support would result in higher food import bills for many

African countries; the deep cuts in tariffs in Africa's export products would reduce preferential

margins that African countries had enjoyed within the Lome Convention and the Generalized System

of Preferences; and possibilities now existed to join the newly created World Trade Organization. He

said that a preliminary assessment of the Uruguay Round Agreements revealed that world trade would

grow when the Uruguay Agreements entered into effect, but Africa stood to gain the least from the
agreements. Given such a situation, African countries' hopes rested in greater diversification of their

economies.
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21. The Executive Secretary welcomed the entry in force of the Abuja Treaty establishing the
African Economic Community following the attainment of the required number of ratifications by

member States. He urged member States to ensure the successful implementation of the Treaty.

22. He expressed regret that though the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the

Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF) had entered its third year, economic growth targets
and ODA flows set in UN-NADAF had yet to be realized. Thus, the international community had to

intensify efforts to realize the set goals particularly within the framework of the Diversification Fund

for African Commodities.

23. He informed the Committee that as recommended in 1993, an Ad Hoc Committee of ten member

States set up by the Conference of Ministers had reviewed the report prepared by the secretariat on

the cost-benefit analysis of the harmonization and rationalization of ECA-sponsored institutions. He

urged TEPCOW to act on the recommendations of the ad hoc Committee.

24. The Executive Secretary stated that the Commission had continued to face financial difficulties

owing to stagnant regular budget allocations from the United Nations General Assembly, significant

falls in total extrabudgetary resources including especially resources from UNDP, UNFPA, some

bilateral partners and UNTFAD. These latter falls had seriously affected the delivery of technical

cooperation programmes including support to the sponsored institutions. That situation challenged the

secretariat and member States of the Commission to seek new funding avenues so as to meet the

increasing demands for the Commission's products and services.

25. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary rejoiced at the first multi-racial and democratic elections

that were being held in South Africa as the Committee was meeting. Africa and ECA were looking

forward to welcoming South Africa back to the family of African nations and in particular into the

mainstream of African affairs.

26. The representative of Kenya moved a vote of thanks on behalf of the delegates. He thanked

H.E. Mr. Alemayehu Daba, for his statement which had underlined the major political, economic and

social measures undertaken by the Transitional Government of Ethiopia towards the promotion of the

rapid socio-economic development of the country. He also thanked him for the inspiration that he had

given the meeting concerning the importance of building critical capacities for the accelerated growth

and sustainable development of Africa.

27. He expressed gratitude to the President of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia, H.E. Mr.

Meles Zenawi and to the Government and people of Ethiopia, of the hospitality and courtesies

accorded to the participants. Lastly, he thanked the Executive Secretary for his statement and the

secretariat of the Commission for the quality of the documents for the meeting of the Committee.

PART I. PERSPECTIVES OF AFRICA'S SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Report on Africa 1994 [agenda item 4 (a)]

28. Under this agenda item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/2 entitled

"Economic Report on Africa, 1994". It took note of the report and congratulated the secretariat for

the high quality of the analysis in the document. It nonetheless regretted the lateness with which the
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report was issued for the consideration of the Committee. The Committee requested that in future,

the report should be sent to member States for review and comments weeks before the meeting of

TEPCOW. It was further suggested that in future the report should be released on a specific date

annually and well in advance of the beginning of TEPCOW, to enable member States sufficient time

to study the report.

29. Regarding economic performance in Africa in 1993 and prospects for 1994, the Committee noted

that the macroeconomic performance of the region had followed the disappointing trend of the past

15 years. Regional output had grown by only one per cent in 1993 after having virtually stagnated

in 1992 with a growth rate of 0.4 per cent. This rate in 1993 contrasted with the population growth

rate exceeding 3.0 per cent per year. The mean annual growth rate of GDP over the period 1990 -

1993 had been about 1.3 per cent, reflecting the decline in per capita output of about 1.7 per cent on

average per annum and an increase in the incidence of poverty. The factors responsible for the

economic crisis in Africa, namely structural weaknesses and the extreme vulnerability of national

economies to external shocks continued to have an impact despite several years of structural
adjustment. To the traditional factors of inclement weather, deteriorating terms of trade and the debt

overhang had been added such new ones as political crises which had, in some cases, done

considerable damage to economic and social infrastructures.

30. The Committee took note of the fact that despite the overall disappointing performance, there

were differences among countries and among economic groupings. Output growth in North Africa

had declined from 2.7 per cent in 1991 to 0.9 per cent in 1992 and 0.8 per cent in 1993. The drought

which affected all the Maghreb countries had reduced irrigation potential with adverse effects on the

level of agricultural production. The difficulties in the oil sector of some of the countries had also

had a negative influence on the economic performance of the subregion. In Central Africa where the

performance of mineral commodity exporters determined the level of subregional growth, performance

had been particularly poor for the second year running. GDP fell by 4.6 per cent in 1993 after

declining by 4.8 per cent in 1992. In Eastern and Southern Africa, growth rates in 1993 had clearly

outstripped those of 1992. The respective figures were 2.6 per cent and 1.2 per cent in 1993

compared to negative rates in 1992. The agricultural sector in this group of countries benefitted from

improved weather conditions. In the Horn of Africa, however, weather conditions deteriorated in late

1993 and early 1994, seriously threatening agricultural and food production. In West Africa, GDP

growth exceeded the regional average but fell below that of 1992. Subregional output in West Africa

increased by 2.7 per cent as a result of the good 1992/1993 farming season.

31. The Committee noted that though food production had increased by 3.3 per cent, the total food

aid requirements of Africa remained high. Fourteen countries of the region were facing extremely

high food deficits because of persistent civil strife. However the output of industrial crops had

increased in 1993 with the exception of cocoa. The new thrust given to agricultural development

policies through the liberalization of trade in goods, the removal of certain regulatory bottlenecks and

the pursuit of strategies designed to check environmental degradation had largely helped to raise

production levels. Mineral production, however, had been steadily declining since 1991 because of

political instability in the major producing areas of certain countries and the fall in demand following

recession in the industrial countries. Manufacturing value added had increased by nearly 1.3 per cent

in 1993, accounting for 12 per cent of GDP. A series of bottlenecks such as the rising cost of inputs,

raw material supply difficulties and rising labour, credit and other servicing costs had constrained the

performance of the sector.
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32. The Committee was concerned at developments in the external sector characterized by the sharp
drop in the prices of agricultural commodities and export earnings, the persistence of recession in the
OECD countries, the continuing dearth of foreign investments and dwindling official development
assistance. As reflected in the global price index, the prices of commodities declined again by 10.3
per cent in 1993. Generally, the external trade indicators of Africa had deteriorated. The value of
total exports declined by 0.2 per cent in 1993 while that of imports increased by 1.3 per cent. Thus,
the terms of trade had further deteriorated from 4.1 per cent in 1992 to 5.5 per cent in 1993. The
poor performance of Africa's external trade sector could be ascribed to the rigidity of production
structures which did not allow for export diversification at a time when there were many synthetic

goods in the world market.

33. The Committee noted that the debt burden continued to weigh heavily on export revenues and
absorbed significant amounts of resources which could have been channelled into financing
development. The stock of external debt was SUS285.4 billion in 1993 and amounted to 95.9 per cent
of regional GDP as compared to 89.6 per cent in 1992. Owing to the persistence of the debt crisis
and its adverse effects on recovery efforts, it had become urgent to develop a debt strategy that would
significantly reduce Africa's debt burden. The net flow of resources to Africa in 1992 remained
modest and the trend continued in 1993.

34. The Committee regretted the adverse influence of certain aspects of the current economic
reforms and political transitions on the social conditions in Africa. Social and human conditions had
deteriorated further in 1993, bringing about wider incidence of absolute and relative poverty. At
present, it is estimated that 220 million Africans could no longer satisfy their most basic food needs.
Unemployment, particularly among the youth, had been one major factors responsible for this social
decline and indeed placed social equilibrium at great risk. The high rate of illiteracy among women
who constituted an important socio-economic group in Africa was an impediment to development
efforts. The achievement of social integration would reinforce the capacity of the African family to

meet its social economic needs.

35. The Committee was concerned at the economic prospects for 1994 which, while being unclear
on the external front, would continue to be dominated by such domestic factors as weather conditions
and civil strife. In the absence of tangible signs that the economic situation in Africa and the world
would change, the real GDP growth rate of the region in 1994 is expected to be in the range of 2 to
2.5 per cent. These projections would vary, however, from one grouping to another depending on

the performance of the most decisive production sectors.

36. In the view of the Committee, the pursuit of economic policies dictated by structural adjustment
would determine future economic performance but given the effect of such programmes on the most
vulnerable people in society and the overall impact on the social situation in Africa, the Committee
called for the strengthening of domestic capacities in Africa to manage reforms. In that regard, the
Committee felt that it might be worthwhile to conduct an evaluation of the use of certain policy
instruments advocated in ECA's African Alternative Framework for Structural Adjustment

Programmes (AAF-SAPs) for the benefit of the region as a whole.

37. The representatives of some delegations pointed out certain inaccuracies in some of the

information and references to their countries contained in the report and requested that these be
corrected. The Committee agreed that delegations which felt that the facts or figures relating to the
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economic and social situation in their countries were not correctly reflected in the Report, should

present their written comments to the secretariat.

38. The Committee took note of the report in the light of the above observations.

Implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s

(UN-NADAF) [agenda item 4 (b)]

39. Under this item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/3 entitled "Report on the

Implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s UN-

NADAF".

40. The Committee took note of the guiding principles for the implementation of the New Agenda,

namely that: (a) African governments and people had primary responsibility for the economic and

social development of their countries; and (b) there was need for shared responsibility and genuine

partnership between Africa and the international community.

41. The Committee observed that the New Agenda provided a consensual framework, setting desired

objectives for the economic recovery and social development of Africa. Accordingly, it spelled out

the policies and actions to be pursued in areas of regional cooperation and integration, in such other

sectors as agriculture, food, health, population, environment, industrial development and transport and

communications.

42. The Committee noted the activities undertaken by African countries and the international

community (including the United Nations system) to honour their respective commitments under the
New Agenda. African countries had pursued economic reforms, the consolidation of democratic

governance, the promotion of human development, the development of the food and agriculture sector

and the protection of the environment. They had also shown much determination to speeding up the

process of cooperation and integration.

43. On its part, the international community had mobilized assistance to help Africa cope with

emergency situations arising from drought or armed conflicts. Other initiatives had focused on official
debt relief for certain African countries and support to the African Capacity Building Foundation
(ACBF). However, the Committee regretted that the support of Africa's development partners had
been far below expectation particularly, with regard to the reduction of the external debt burden,

commodity price support and the increase of resource flows for development.

44. The United Nations system had intensified its advocacy for greater assistance to Africa and

worked to strengthen the various coordinating mechanisms for that purpose. In that regard, a System-

wide Plan of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development had been prepared. The UN

Secretary-General had established a Panel of High level Personalities on African Development chaired

by himself.

45. While noting with appreciation the encouraging initiatives taken during the three first years

following the adoption of the New Agenda, the Committee expressed concern at the fact that Africa

was still facing grave difficulties manifested in deepening poverty and the persistence of many
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structural impediments in particular the fragile nature of its human, institutional, infrastructural and
financial base for promoting self-sustaining development.

46. The Committee noted that the conclusions of the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the New Agenda had been taken into account by the secretariat while preparing

the document under consideration. It underscored the need for strengthening African capacities

required for the implementation of the New Agenda, the need for mobilizing and more effectively
using domestic and external resources to achieve the priority objectives set by Africans themselves
and that of taking the regional dimension of African development into account.

47. The Committee stressed the need to harmonize the implementation of the New Agenda and the
Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community. Such harmonization should be seriously

considered by the Panel of High level Personalities on African Development chaired by the United

Nations Secretary-General and properly reflected in the System-wide Plan of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development.

48. While the successful implementation of the New Agenda primarily depended on the efforts of

member States, the issue of resources remained crucial. Hence, the Committee underscored the
importance of the Diversification Fund for African Commodities and hoped that negotiations
regarding its establishment would be pursued vigorously by the African Group at the United Nations
in New York.

49. The Committee underlined the importance of promoting trade among African countries and
between Africa and the rest of the world within the process of economic recovery, coordination,

follow-up and evaluation of the implementation of the New Agenda. The Committee urged both the
international community and the United Nations System to mobilize themselves to give consistent
support to the effort of the African States. The Committee appreciated ECA's role in promoting the

coordination among the various agencies in the United Nations System; but observed that the level

of regular budget resources allocated to the Commission for that purpose was grossly inadequate.

50. The Committee recommended that the twentieth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers
should adopt a resolution calling upon Africa's development partners to honour their commitments

under the New Agenda and requesting the Secretary-General to consider the possibility of
strengthening the capacity of ECA secretariat to coordinate, follow-up and evaluate the implementation
of the New Agenda, in close cooperation with OAU, ADB and the United Nations agencies.

51. The Committee took note of the report in the light of the above stated observations and adopted
draft resolution 1(XV).

Towards socio-economic development of democratic South Africa: ECA's role in perspective
[agenda item 4 (c)]

52. Under this item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/33: "Towards socio-
economic development of democratic South Africa: ECA's role in perspective".
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53. The Committee noted with satisfaction, efforts made by ECA to monitor closely events in
Southern Africa and the establishment by ECA of a Southern African desk as well as its active
participation in the various activities undertaken in preparation for a democratic South Africa.

54. The Committee took note of the socio-economic challenges that the Republic of South Africa
would face during the post-apartheid period as well as their implications for countries of the continent,
in particular those of Southern Africa. The Committee expressed the hope that the admission of South
Africa into subregional organizations in the future, would greatly contribute to transforming the
relations between Southern African countries and South Africa, from those of dependence to mutually
advantageous partnership and cooperation. The Committee recommended that ECA conduct an in-
depth study on the establishment of mechanisms to ensure that cooperation between South Africa and
other African countries led to balanced and mutually beneficial relationships. Such mechanisms could
be in the form of joint committees between South Africa and other African countries.

55. The Committee noted that ECA could assist post-apartheid South Africa both in dealing with its
domestic socio-economic problems and re-integrating into the Southern African region and Africa at
large. For instance, ECA can put its expertise and accumulated experience in development
management at the disposal of South Africa in addressing issues of public service reforms, the

establishment of vocational training programmes, and advancement of women in development as well
as articulating strategies and policies for the development.

56. Concerning the role of ECA in the process of integrating South Africa into the rest of Africa,
the Committee recognized the vital role that the Commission could play in developing strategies to
promote economic ties with the rest of the continent in particular, through rationalization and

harmonization of institutional mechanisms governing the integration process of the Southern African
subregion, namely: PTA/COMESA, SADC as well as SACU. The Committee however, recognized
that the success of that integration process would depend on the will and commitment of South Africa
and African countries themselves.

57. While recognizing the need for ECA to assist South Africa in overcoming the legacy of apartheid
in economic and social development, several delegations called attention to the fact that some countries
in Southern Africa might have transitional problems relating to post-apartheid South Africa. There
was thus need for ECA to extend assistance not only to South Africa but also other countries in
Southern Africa. In this connection ECA was requested to provide, in collaboration with OAU and
other institutions, assistance to countries which might encounter such possible transitional problems.

58. Some delegations expressed the view that the fast pace of events in South Africa appeared to
have overtaken some of the data on which the analysis in the document was based. The document

needed to be revised and updated. Some terms used in the document were found inappropriate
reflecting as they did the legacy of apartheid. It was also felt that a document of this nature should
have reflected the ANC's agenda for the socio-economic development of South Africa. The role of
the private sector and the business community at large needed to be highlighted also.

59. Emphasizing that many measures were required for promoting the re-integration into Africa, the

Committee suggested that action should be taken to: foster people-to-people contacts between citizens
of South Africa and other African countries; develop investors guide and profiles showing investment
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opportunities in South Africa and other African countries; and prepare a list of African treaties which

South Africa would be required to sign.

60. The Committee acknowledged France's offer to organize a round-table of funding agencies for

South Africa scheduled for June 1994.

61. The Committee took note of the report and adopted draft declaration DCL.l (XV) on the re-

integration of new non-racial Democratic South Africa into Africa which appear in Annex HI of this

report.

Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary on the Work of the Commission [agenda item 4 (d)]

62. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/14: "Biennial Report of the Executive

Secretary 1992-1993".

63. The Committee noted the most significant outcome of the review of the work programme for

the 1992*1993 biennium was the regrouping of the subprogrammes, leading to their reduction from

twenty-one to nine. This was designed to promote synergy among related subprogrammes and, at the

same time, deepen the impact of the Commission's work in support of member States. The

reorganization of the intergovernmental machinery of the Commission was also completed during the

period.

64. The Committee noted the range of issues addressed by the Commission during the preceding

biennium. These included macro- and micro- development issues and policies; human resources

development and utilization; information systems development; economic cooperation and integration;

agriculture and rural development; marine affairs; the special problems of the least developed, land

locked and island countries; public administration and fiscal affairs; social development; women in

development; environment and development; human settlements; industrial development; trade

development and cooperation; the external debt crisis; monetary and financial policies and strategies;

natural resources and energy, including new and renewable sources of energy; science and technology

for development; population; transport and communications; tourism; and statistical development.

65. The Committee noted that the United Nations provided ECA with resources to support a team

of senior level experts to render short-term advisory services to member States and their IGOs. Since

1990, the experts under this programme had been constituted into the Multidisciplinary Regional

Advisory Group (MRAG). The Group was conceived as an innovative response by ECA to the need

for technical advisory services that would ensure that Africa's socio-economic development challenges

were confronted from a multidisciplinary and multidimensional perspective.

66. It was noted that a series of training/workshops had been held during the biennium on a variety

of subjects. Among these were external debt, energy development, population, statistical development,

information systems, agricultural development, human resources development, capacity building for

development management and regional cooperation and integration, etc.

67. The Committee noted that the Commission continued to reinforce and expand its cooperation

with other United Nations bodies. The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force for the

implementation of UN-NADAF, which convenes under the chairmanship of the Executive Secretary
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of the Commission, had demonstrated potential for ensuring the required coherence and coordination

under the System-wide Plan of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development.

68. It was noted with encouragement that the secretariat's relationships with the two other African

continental organizations were further strengthened during the biennium. The OAU and ADB had

joined ECA on various occasions in presenting Africa's position on key issues at international fora.

69. The Committee strongly recommended that the MULPOCs should be strengthened by providing

them with adequate financial resources and skilled and dedicated personnel. It was also recommended

that the Joint Secretariat ECA/OAU/ADB should greatly strengthen the coordination of its activities

in favour of regional projects. They should also extensively work with African and donor

governments as well as multilateral agencies in raising financial resources for Africa.

70. The Committee proposed that ECA in collaboration with OAU and ADB should organize an

Economic Summit of Africa's Heads of State and Government to take place within the next two years

to review the continent's economic situation and discuss future development strategies.

71. The Committee commended the secretariat for. the work accomplished and took note of the

report.

PART II. CONFERENCE THEME: ECA AT 35; BUILDEVG CRITICAL

CAPACITIES IN AFRICA FOR ACCELERATED GROWTH AND

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Critical capacities in support of good governance, human rights, political stability, peace and

security in Africa [agenda item 5 (a)]

72. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/7 entitled "Critical Capacities in Support

of Good Governance, Political Stability, Peace and Security in Africa".

73. The Committee observed that without peace, development was impossible, and without

development, peace was not durable. It was further noted that bad policies or lack of good governance

gave rise to conflicts. The Committee underscored the urgent need for building critical capacities in

Africa in the area of conflict management.

74. The Committee further observed that Africa would lose opportunities for development unless it

made serious efforts to utilize its limited financial resources for meaningful development. It was

further stressed that African countries should strive to create conditions for justice and peace through

governance by consent.

75. The Committee noted with satisfaction the establishment by the OAU of a Mechanism for

Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution. It emphasized that this OAU initiative should be

recognized as an African initiative, designed for resolving African problems in an African way. The

Committee recommended that for the purposes of improving institutional performance in the field of

conflict prevention, management and resolution, the United Nations and the Organization of African

Unity together with subregional organizations, should develop joint training programmes for their staff
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on the settlement of disputes. The Committee further recommended that joint seminars and workshops
should be organized for representatives of member States of OAU as well as international
organizations whose activities were in the area of peace, security and stability.

76. The Committee underscored the need for effective funding of peace initiatives and observed that
no peace efforts would endure in Africa, unless the activities relating to peace, security and stability
of OAU and other subregional organizations were effectively funded. The Committee noted that whilst
external assistance to Africa was welcome, the required funding for conflict prevention, management

and resolution must increasingly come from Africa.

77. The Committee suggested that the ECA could play a role in post-conflict peace building by
assisting in reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of countries ravaged by war. The
Committee recommended the need for studies to be undertaken, on ways of building capacity in the
area of conflict prevention, management and resolution and the causes of these conflicts. The
Committee, however, stressed that the success of conflict prevention, management and resolution

depended fully on the political will and commitment of the African Governments.

78. The Committee took note of the report.

Critical Capacities for Effective Socio-Economic Policy Analysis and Management [agenda item

5(b)]

79. The committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/8: "Critical Capacities for Effective Socio-

Economic Policy Analysis and Management".

80. The Committee noted that the current emphasis placed on competent socio-economic policy
analysis in Africa was driven by two considerations. First, policy analysis has been a neglected
dimension of development management in Africa. Second, competent policy analysis is a requirement

for accurate diagnosis of socio-economic problems - - an essential first step in development. The
Committee also noted that there were three important issues in building policy analytic_ and

management capacities. These were: training in policy analysis and management; institutional
framework for generating policy analysis; and supporting information infrastructure for policy analysis

and management. The Committee took note of efforts by African regional and subregional institutions

and associations as well as certain international institutions in building policy analytic and management

capacity in Africa.

81. The Committee stressed that policy analysis and management capacity building efforts in Africa
must focus on two broad goals in the 1990s; namely: strengthening relationships and improved
interface between African economic researchers and policy makers; and the establishment of effective

mechanisms and strong processes for policy coordination and networking for the effective utilization

of limited capacities. Noting that the public sector had a key role in development management, the
Committee emphasized the need to strengthen the strategic planning functions of African governments.

Though many African countries were pre-occupied with short-term economic crisis management, this
should not result in abandoning long-term strategic planning for national development. It was

emphasized that long-term strategic planning was an essential vehicle for integrating short- and

medium-economic programmes into promoting long-term development objectives. The need to examine

the various forms of planning, and their impact on national development was also stressed.
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82. The Committee observed that the supportive role and attitudes of the civil service had not been
encouraging despite recent reforms. Therefore, it suggested the enhancement of capacity of the African

public service, which had been eroded over the years.

83. On the provision of information infrastructure for policy analysis and development management,

the Committee noted that on-going efforts in the member States within the framework of the Addis
Ababa Plan for Statistical Development in Africa. Hence, the need to strengthen institutional
frameworks for information infrastructure at various African countries. The Committee recommended
that database management should be developed at the national level by national committees; that

monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for information infrastructure should be established, especially
for forecasting systems; and, that regional, subregional and international initiatives should be linked

with national activities.

84. The Committee questioned the practice whereby policy research and design were undertaken
largely by international institutions despite their lack of in-depth knowledge of African economies.
Noting that some international institutions had an interest in promoting development paradigms which
were often at variance with African realities, the Committee called for the strengthening of African
institutions in areas of policy analysis and management. It noted, however, that many African
institutions were hampered in the performance of this task due to inadequate resources. The
Committee emphasized the need to remove these constraints.

85. The Committee recommended that national institutions, equipped to formulate and implement
development policies, should be established. Since some African governments did not have the
capacity to fully privatize, privatization programmes should be designed in such a way as to avoid

selling off enterprises at give-away prices.

86. The Committee took note of the national experiences in building policy analysis and
development management reported by several delegations. Accordingly, the Committee requested
the ECA secretariat to organize a series of seminars to promote sharing of various national experiences
in the area of capacity building in policy analysis and management. In this respect, questionnaires
could also be used to collect information on national experiences and disseminate the results. In this
connection, some delegations said they had requested ECA to provide assistance for the preparation
of an integrated programme for capacity building in policy analysis and management.

87. The Committee requested that the work programmes of the ECA-sponsored institutions should
be tailored to the needs for capacity building at the national level. The Committee also recommended
the strengthening of capacity building for women in development. Some delegations suggested that
African regional organizations should assist African countries in strengthening their capacities for

international negotiations and effective resource mobilization.

88. The Committee took note of the report, in the light of these observations.

Building, strengthening and effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained development in

Africa [Agenda item 5 (c)]

89. Under this agenda item, the Committee examined document E/ECA/CM.20/9 entitled "Building,
strengthening and effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained development in Africa".
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90. The Committee noted that the situation of human capacity building was precarious in spite of

existing potentials. A major factor and obstacle to the development and utilization of capacity was the

limited access to education. There had been a decline in the gross school enrolment at all levels since

the beginning of 1980s. Between 1965 and 1970 the total enrolment in Africa increased at an average

annual rate of 5.6 per cent. Between 1970 and 1980, the rate increased to 8 per cent. However,

between 1980 and 1991, the rate plummeted to 2.8 per cent. Moreover, the Committee deplored

the high adult illiteracy in Africa. Indeed, the adult literacy rate in Africa was the lowest in the

world. In 1991, the rate in sub-saharan Africa was 61 per cent for men and 41 per cent for women,

against 80 per cent and 67 per cent respectively for East Asia and the Pacific and 87 per cent and 83

per cent respectively for Latin America and Caribbean. Another shortcoming was the high

unemployment rate (which was 50 per cent in some countries), underemployment and the surging

brain-drain. Moreover, the situation concerning access to adequate food and nutrition, a fundamental

condition for human capacity building was progressively worsening. Additionally, health indicators

for Africa showed that the morbidity and mortality rates were higher than the rest of the world.

Institutional support in the form of physical infrastructure was also weak and falling apart.

91. The Committee observed that the present situation concerning human capacity building in Africa

was essentially related to the interaction of socio-economic, political and institutional factors such as

the economic crisis which the continent was going through, the external debt burden and the collapse

of the price of primary commodities, social upheavals and armed conflicts, the pursuit of ill defined

policies and existence of inappropriate development priorities. The Committee reaffirmed that

security, growth and development in Africa depended undoubtedly on the extent to which Africans

could build, strengthen and effectively utilize human capacities and define a framework for building

human capacities. The main priorities for human capacity development in Africa were identified as:

the eradication of illiteracy, the provision of education at all levels, the improvement of the health

conditions and nutritional standards of the population, the improvement and maintenance of the basic

infrastructures, building the appropriate institutional framework for strengthening policy-making,

implementation, coordination and monitoring functions for human development, and the creation and

sustainment of productive employment and income generation opportunities.

92. To attain the above stated objectives, a number of policy reforms and measures should be

undertaken and implemented at the national, subregional and regional levels in the building and

strengthening of human capacities. At the national level, appropriate education should be available.

Education and training should be adopted to suit national needs. The existing scientific, technological

and research institutions should be strengthened. Population policies should be adopted in line with

development objectives. Production technology should be provided during training and extension

services institutions should provide services to improve agricultural productivity. Support should be

provided to the general population for primary health care as well as the general decentralization of

development initiatives. The reforms undertaken at the national levels should be complemented by

the efforts of international development agencies, bilateral partners, international and non-governmental

organizations. Furthermore, member States should formulate strategies and common approaches in

human and institutional capacity building and strengthening at the subregional and regional levels,

particularly as related to supporting and strengthening human and institutional professional staff

training; harmonizing national, subregional and regional networks for research and development;

establishing regional cooperation in the production of teaching and research materials and equipment

and creating networks for information exchange and common facilities for labour markets. The

Committee noted that in the implementation of such programmes the highest priority should be given



E/ECA/CM.20/37

Page 18

to investment to human capital in the building and maintenance of infrastructures and in the
improvement of institutional capacities.

93. The Committee encouraged the secretariat to prepare case studies comparing African countries
with the experiences in other countries such as those in Asia and Latin America in the field of human
resources development. The Committee observed that in the follow-up activities, the following
considerations should be taken into account in human resources development: education programmes
that would enable people to generate employment, policies and development programmes that meet
the qualitative and quantitative requirements of Africa, and the integration of women in the productive
sectors of the economy.

94. While noting that there were specific plans of action in different sectoral areas such as health,
education, employment and underemployment, food, both at the level of the United Nations and at the
regional level, the Committee stressed that these plans and the programmes and activities of the
different institutions concerned with the development of human resources in Africa should be
harmonized and coordinated. In this regard, the Committee requested the ECA secretariat in
collaboration with the OAU and ADB to coordinate the programmes for the strengthening and effective
utilization of human capacities in Africa.

95. The Committee took note of the document taking into account the above mentioned observations
and adopted draft declaration DCL.2 (XV) on Human Development Plan of Action for Africa.

Developing entrepreneurial capacities for public and private sector enterprise [agenda item 5(d)]

96. Under this agenda item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/10: "Developing
entrepreneurial capacities for public and private sector enterprise". The Committee stressed that
entrepreneurship was one of the crucial requirements for sustainable economic and social development.
For that reason, the development of entrepreneurial capacity should be accorded highest priority on
the development agenda of African countries.

97. The Committee noted that colonial policies which had failed to encourage the development of
indigenous entrepreneurial capacities and post independence policies which overemphasized public
enterprise for major investments in several African countries had led to the existing weaknesses of
entrepreneurial capacities in the African region. It was, however, observed that a significant degree
of entrepreneurial capacity expansion had occurred after independence in countries having mixed
economies.

98. Lack of business confidence, poor management of national economies, unhelpful regulatory
framework, poor infrastructure, political instability, uncoordinated business promotion and unattractive
development policies were cited as some of the major constraints facing the development of
entrepreneurial capacity building in the region. It was emphasized that in order to promote
entrepreneurial capacity in the region, political stability, competent economic management, efficient
civil service, improved institutional capacity for entrepreneurial support, regular government-business
consultation, sound public infrastructure, improved mobilization of productive resources and efficient
financial institutions were necessary.
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99. Moreover, the whole range of entrepreneurial capacities including those in the informal sector,

small and medium-scale enterprises, large-scale enterprises and public enterprises should be promoted

and supported. The Committee took note of the proposed actionable agenda to foster entrepreneurial

capacity in Africa at the local, national, subregional and regional levels as well as proposals for

developing entrepreneurial capacities in cooperation with Africa's external partners.

100. Several delegations: presented their national experiences and described policies being pursued in
public and private sector enterprises. Some of the countries had adopted investment codes designed
to encourage private sector entrepreneurs. In many countries, several measures had been adopted to
help the private sector. These included the establishment of small and medium-scale business
assistance funds; national institutions for the training of small scale entrepreneurs; focal points for

promoting business development and single offices where entrepreneurs could secure information

needed for investment.

101. The Committee noted that some training institutes for entrepreneurs existed in the region and
encouraged cooperation among such institutions in the African region. The Committee further

underlined the importance of case studies of the experiences of Asian, Latin American and African
countries in order to highlight the obstacles encountered in entrepreneurship development and ways

to eliminate them. Employment creation opportunities and the role of women in private sector
entrepreneurial development were considered important areas of consideration by African countries.

102. The Committee took note of the activities and experiences of the International Trade Centre in
small and medium-scale enterprise development and of the cooperation arrangements of this Centre

with the ECA in the area of entrepreneurship training.

103. The Committee took note of the report.

Building and utilizing physical infrastructural capacities in Africa [agenda item 5(e)]

104. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/12: "Building and utilizing physical

infrastructural capacities in Africa".

105. The Committee noted with concern that the poor economic performance in many African

countries since the 1980s had greatly reduced the level of gross investment and maintenance

expenditures towards the physical infrastructures in African countries. Consequently, African

countries had been unable to adequately preserve, modernize and expand the capacity of their

infrastructure, equipment and services. Physical Infrastructural facilities and services in Africa had,

therefore, remained underdeveloped as compared to the other developing regions of the world. The

Committee also noted the massive destruction and degradation of physical infrastructure that has

occurred as a result of war in a number of member States and the grave problem this poses for

reconstruction and development.

106. It was further noted that the rate of capacity utilization of existing infrastructure in the region

was very low even though the existing capacity was insufficient to support sustainable economic

development. There was widespread deterioration of installed capacity to the extent that some were

either not operable or require extensive rehabilitation. Deterioration and under-utilization of

infrastructural capacities was also attributed to lack of foreign exchange to import capital inputs. Much
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emphasis was placed on the need to increase capacity utilization in Africa as well expansion, as clearly

indicated, inter alia, in the programme of the Second United Nations Transport and Communications

Decade in Africa (UNTACDA II).

107. The Committee also underscored that the expansion and utilization of Africa's physical

infrasturctural capacity must conform to the relevant programmes of Agenda 21 of the United Nations

Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) and the African Strategies for implementing

that Agenda. The integration of environmental dimensions in all infrastructural development

programmes would ensure that the provision of adequate physical structures do not contribute to

environmental degradation.

108. An agenda for concerted action by African countries and their development partners for the

development of the region's physical infrastructural capacities in the 1990s was agreed upon within

the framework of existing programmes, particularly UNTACDA II. This framework of action focuses

on such areas as human resources and Institutional development, creating the capacity to manufacture

in Africa some of the equipment and spare parts needed for infrastructural development, resource

mobilization and regional cooperation.

109. The committee took note of the document.

Capacity building for food production, food security and self-sufficiency in Africa [agenda item

5(f)]

110. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/13: "Capacity building for food

production, food security and self-sufficiency in Africa".

111. The Committee noted that food security and food self-sufficiency was a major goal in the socio-

economic development of Africa. However, the overall food and agricultural situation had not shown

much improvement over the last three decades. This situation was partly attributable to the fact that

in spite of the priority attached to development of the food and agricultural sector in African countries,

concrete actions to realize this objective has been slow and uneven. The Committee emphasized the

urgent need for African States both individually and collectively to implement such policy measures

that would enhance food and agriculture development. These would include reform of agricultural

policies, establishment of equitable systems of land tenure, payment of remunerative prices to
producers, expansion of investment, liberalization of conditions for access to credit and, providing the

availability of efficient services for research, publicity and marketing.

112. The Committee underlined that strengthening human and infrastructural capacities in the area of

food and agriculture was essential to increased food production. Accordingly, there was need to

promote education and organizational skills of farmers in particular through popular participation based

on forming mutual support producers groups. Organizationally, strengthening institutional capacities

would enable improvement of certain essential functions including decision-making, optimum resource

allocation and utilization, regulation and stabilization of economic processes. On the other hand,

strengthening infrastructural capacities would ensure the establishment and the maintenance of the

means necessary for guaranteeing food security. This included availability of suitable support services

both at the level of the public sector and that of the private sector, transport infrastructure, provision

of drinking water, irrigation, storage and distribution.
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113. The Committee recognized that Africa did not lack programmes of action and strategies for

developing the agriculture and food sector but that these had not been vigorously implemented. It

acknowledged that, despite the adverse effects of certain exogenous factors such as the debt burden

and deterioration of terms of trade; inappropriate public policies had contributed to the poor

performance of food and agriculture sector. Consequently, it recommended the transfer of certain

activities for promoting food security to the private sector and to various social organizations.

114. The Committee acknowledged the need to promote a balance between natural resource

exploitation and environmental protection, especially in the marginal zones where intensification of

activities could speed up the desertification process. Furthermore, uncontrolled use of chemical

fertilizers and pesticides could have adverse effects on production. The Committee recommended that

African countries should encourage their citizens through appropriate incentives to consume natural

food and agricultural products, to avoid a situation where Africa produced more of what it did not

consume and consumed more of what it did not produce.

115. The importance of the quantitative and qualitative contribution of the livestock sector to food

security was also emphasized.

116. With regard to the diversification of agricultural production, the Committee stressed that such

activities should not be limited only to the aspect of expansion of the basic product range but rather

should additionally pursue domestic processing of products on local production lines and also expand

marketing outlets. It was considered that the process could be assisted by targeted and restricted

subsidies spread over time.

117. The Committee encouraged member States to use the assistance available from international

agricultural research centres and other institutions providing information on the factors impacting on

the environment. Increased use of early warning systems which could prevent certain natural disasters

such as drought, crop pests such as birds and insects, floods and delayed rains was similarly

encouraged.

118. The Committee noted the report in the light of the observations outlined above.

Capacities to exploit natural resources and diversify African economies into processing and

manufacturing [agenda item 5(g)]

119. Under this agenda item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/14 on "Capacities

to exploit natural resources and diversify African economies into processing and manufacturing".

120. The Committee underscored the need to have capacities to exploit natural resources in order to

produce goods and services that meet the needs of the region, while, at the same time, being externally

competitive. The Committee noted that to achieve this goal, it was necessary to have the appropriate

critical human skills and supportive institutional capacities.

121. The Committee noted that the African region as a whole was well-endowed with a variety of

natural resources such as land, water, fauna and flora, different energy resources and a diversity of

metallic and non-metallic minerals. It, however, observed that the continent's natural resources were

not fully and efficiently used and processed locally. For instance, minerals and fossil fuels were
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mainly exported in crude or semi-processed form, with only about 10 per cent processed and used

locally. One of the characteristics of the Africa's industrial sector was that it was import dependent

for intermediate inputs, equipment and replacement of parts. In addition, it was noted that most

African countries relied on foreign supplies for a substantial part of manufactured products for

consumption.

122. The Committee underlined the need for African countries to move away from high dependency

on producing and exporting primary commodities, and to develop balanced economies in which

emphasis was given to agricultural and food production and natural resources extraction with the

production of manufactured goods as well as provision of services to support indigenous production.

There was need to increase the share of manufacturing in the total regional GDP from the current low

level of 10.6 per cent as well as to increase the use of existing industrial capacity of which only

between 30-50 per cent was being utilized.

123. The Committee called for sound national economic policies within the framework of well-

conceived strategic plans supported by political climate favourable to industrial development. The role

of science and technology was seen as crucial to the process of industrialization in developing

capacities to exploit fully available natural resources. There was need to make use of existing regional

institutions to develop human skills for industrial development. These institutions included the African

Regional Centre for Engineering, Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM), the Regional Centre for

Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS), among others. The Committee urged member States to

support these institutions, many of which were not presently being effectively used. The Committee

took note of the information provided on the training activities of RECTAS since 1972. The training

activities covered aerospace and geophysical surveys, photogrammetry, remote sensing and

cartography.

124. The committee recognized that exploration and exploitation of mineral resources required

considerable investments. There was thus need to attract investments from appropriate multinational

corporations in the mineral development sector. In general, the Committee emphasized that foreign

direct investment in African industrialization was essential in Africa's economic development.

Moreover, it was stressed that African multinational enterprises should be promoted in order to

stimulate regional economic integration.

125. The Committee observed that there was little trade among African countries, while there was

a lot more trade between Africa and the outside world. The Committee supported the need to foster

regional trade, cooperation and integration which should benefit the continent's industrialization

process.

126. The Committee noted that many of the aspects of the strategy proposed in the document had been

derived from the programme for the United Nations second Industrial Development Decade for Africa.

The Committee endorsed the strategy proposed and reiterated the importance of investment in human

and institutional capacities. The committee suggested that analysis of issues of water and renewable

energy resources in the document should be improved.

127. The Committee took note of the document.
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Critical Capacities for the mobilization and efficient allocation of domestic and external financial

resources [agenda item 5(h)]

128. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/11: "Critical capacities for the mobilization
and efficient allocation of domestic and external financial resources".

129. The Committee noted that the mobilization and efficient allocation of financial resources
underlined all the other areas of capacity building and utilization and, therefore, deserved careful
consideration. In this regard, an attempt to establish the order of magnitude of the domestic and
external financial resource requirements was worthwhile at this stage even though, at such an early
stage, before elaborating the necessary programmes and lists of projects for building critical capacities

in Africa, it would not be possible to make accurate assessments.

130. The Committee reviewed the assumptions of quantitative macroeconomic model used by the

secretariat to estimate domestic and external financing requirements for ECA's 52 member States over

the twenty-year period 1995-2015. Financial resource requirements were computed with a view to
accelerating Africa's economic growth to an average annual rate of 6 per cent over 1995-2005, rising
to 7 per cent over 1995-2015. The quality of investment and the efficiency of capital was expected
to increase steadily over the first ten years. The model incorporated the Enhanced Toronto Terms for
the rescheduling and reduction of bilateral debt. It was also assumed that the rate of growth of exports
could be brought to 12 per cent per annum within ten years.

131. The Committee reviewed the findings flowing from these assumptions. In order to achieve the

stated growth targets, over 1995-2005, the gross domestic investment rate would have to be boosted

from the prevailing low levels of about 20 per cent of GDP to the range of 30-40 per cent. To finance
the increased investment rate, over the same period, the gross domestic savings rate would have to

be raised from the current level of about 18 per cent of GNP to the range of 30-35 per cent.

132. It was observed that the bulk of the financial resources required for domestic capital investment
for capacity building in Africa in the next two decades would have to come from domestic savings.

External savings, while crucial, would play a supplementary role. Nonetheless, substantial external

resource requirements would be required. Over 1995-2005, US$ 433.8 billion (in 1994 dollars) would

be required to close the investment minus domestic savings gap, while $ 445.6 billion (in current

dollars) would be needed to finance Africa's trade deficits. In this regard, the Committee observed

that the region faced two inter-linked gaps ~ the external trade gap, and the internal investmentminus

domestic savings gap. Africa's sustained economic growth over the next decade or two would depend

critically on the goodwill and forbearance of Africa's external partners to supply financing for these

two gaps.

133. To cover external debt-servicing requirements, $ 434.7 billion would be required over the ten-

year period. The Committee noted that the amount of resources to be absorbed by external debt-

servicing were quite substantial, amounting to 50 per cent of Africa's gross external financing

requirements. The Committee thus called upon the Africa's creditors to take concrete steps to reduce

Africa's debt burden. The bilateral creditors should implement the Trinidad Terms of debt reduction.

Steps also needed to be taken to reduce the burden of debt owed to multilateral finance institutions -

for example, by converting all non-concessional World Bank debts to concessional IDA terms, and
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by limited sales of the IMF's gold holdings to underwrite IMF debt reduction. The Committee

stressed that it was entirely in the hands of Africa's creditors to reduce the debt burden that is choking

economic growth in the African countries.

134. Still on the question of external debt, the Committee was of the opinion that two types of debt

needed to be identified: old debt, inherited from the past, and new debt expected to build up after 1995

as a consequence of financing capacity building for accelerated growth. Old debt needed to be

substantially reduced by Africa's external creditors and development partners so that it ceases to

frighten investment flows away from Africa. On the other hand, the Committee stressed, African

countries needed to build competent institutional capacities to manage external financial commitments,

minimize exposure to various risks, and ensure that scarce resources were channelled to their most

productive applications. To this end, it was recommended that African countries establish debt

management units within their Ministries of Finance or in their Central Banks. The Committee noted

ECA's willingness to provide technical assistance to member States in establishing such units.

135. The Committee noted that the gross domestic investment and savings rates recommended by the

secretariat's model were rather high, in view of the low rates that had prevailed in Africa over the last

decade or so. It was observed, however, that South-east Asian economies, particularly China, had

been able to sustain comparable rates while still at per capita income levels not much greater than

those in Africa.

136. It was the opinion of the Committee that it would be necessary to deepen economic reforms in
the member States, aimed at boosting economic efficiency and productivity in order to improve capital

efficiency and raise the rate of return from investment. It was also absolutely necessary to implement

reforms to strengthen member countries' financial sectors to increase their capacities to mobilize and

allocate domestic financial resources efficiently. Among the range of policy reforms that were needed,

the Committee identified, inter alia, the need to down-size public ownership while encouraging
indigenous as well as foreign private equity in the banking and other financial institutions; stimulating

a measure of competition in the financial sector; public enterprise reforms; and strengthening the legal

and regulatory framework, including the supervisory role of national Central Banks.

137. The Committee noted the continued dynamism of informal financial institutions in practically all

the African countries, in contrast to the weaknesses in the formal markets. In this regard, the

Committee was of the opinion that links should be strengthened between the formal and informal

financial markets in Africa to expand the system of financial intermediation. It was observed that both

the formal and informal financial markets had a role to play in mobilizing resources, and they could

benefit from working together.

138. Turning t6 the regional dimension of financial resource mobilization, the Committee proposed

that financial institutional capacity building should be carried out by member States through

collaboration among themselves. This would enable countries to learn from each other's experiences

with financial sector reforms. It would also result in identical institutions. This would reduce inter-

country trade and financial transactions costs and facilitate economic integration. Thirdly,

collaboration would promote the emergence of capital markets such as stock exchanges, mutual funds

and insurance companies whose success crucially depended on economies of scale. In the medium to

long term, African countries needed to take concrete steps towards establishing common currencies

in each subregional economic community.
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139. The Committee was of the opinion that quantitative analytical exercises such as the one used to

estimate the order of magnitude of financial resources for accelerated growth in Africa, served a very

useful purpose, and the Commission was encouraged to continue in this direction. It was

recommended that the Commission should make an effort to draw sectoral implications of economic

growth and allocation of resources. In view of the usefulness of quantitative analytical techniques and

the weaknesses in the member States, the Committee recommended that ECA extend technical

assistance to the member States to help them build capacity in this field.

140. The Committee took note of the report.

PART in. REGIONAL AND GLOBAL COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

IN AFRICA

Policy convergence for regional economic cooperation and integration: Implementation of the

Treaty establishing the African Economic Community [agenda item 6(a)]

141. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/15: on "Policy convergence for regional

economic cooperation and integration: Implementation of the Treaty establishing the African

Economic Community".

142. The Committee noted with satisfaction the ratification by 35 African countries of the Abuja

Treaty establishing the African Economic Community and the coming into force of the Treaty on 12

May 1994. The Community constituted the framework within which the process of regional

integration would be pursued. It was noted that the existing subregional economic communities such

as Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Economic Community of Central

African States (ECCAS), the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA),

the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), formed

building blocks of the African Economic Community.

143. The Committee was informed that members of the Indian Ocean Commission (without La

Reunion Island) were also members of PTA. ECA was closely working with the IOC in the

development of inter-island transport, the coordination of flight schedules of the various companies

operating in the region and in marine resources development.

144. The Committee urged the intensification of harmonization and coordination of the activities of

these subregional organizations in the implementation of the Treaty. It was noted that according to

the Treaty provisions, there would be one subregional community in each subregion, in the long term.

These single subregional communities would result from the harmonization and rationalization of the

various economic groupings in each of the subregions through the concentrate circles approach.

145. The Committee reviewed the principles and instruments for policy convergence. Among the

areas examined in this context included: the adoption and implementation of endogenous development

strategies based on the Monrovia Declaration; entrenching Africa's four - prong integration approach

(infrastructures - Production - Trade liberalization - Policy convergence) and sectoral harmonization

and convergences in various fields. The sectors include: trade liberalization; free movement of goods

and persons; money, finance and payments; food and agriculture; industry, science and technology,
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energy, natural resources and environment; environment-control of toxic wastes; transport,
communications and tourism; and human resources, social affairs, health and population. It was noted
that sectoral harmonization around joint programmes could help rationalize economic groupings on
concrete grounds.

146. The Committee emphasized the need for macroeconomic policy convergence with reference to
exchange rates, price differentials and their roles in trade liberalization as well as the harmonization
of sectoral development. An observation was made that where convergence was not possible,
emphasis should be made on harmonizing policies. Harmonization was a step towards convergency
of policies. The Committee insisted on the need for strong regional institutional frameworks to
promote economic integration in the continent. The Committee cautioned against approaches such as

the "variable geometry" and other initiatives not compatible with the Abuja Treaty and called for the
rapid harmonization between all economic and monetary communities with the Abuja Treaty for the
establishment of the African economic community.

147. The Committee emphasized that the implementation of the Treaty was a matter of utmost

importance for Africa. There was need for African countries to work together collectively and form
a strong bargaining power. To promote and facilitate the implementation of the Treaty, there was

need to : prevent and reduce political conflicts; increase trade among African countries as well as

integrate production and markets; encourage coherent development policies, popular participation and
involvement of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the process of development; define the roles
of the state and private sector in development; define technological policies and training needs as well
as develop human resources; have common currencies; show real political will and commitment in the

implementation of the Treaty; give priority to agriculture and food production; and encourage South-
South cooperation.

148. The Committee noted incompatibilities between orthodox structural adjustment programmes
(SAPs), - which induced uncoordinated devaluations, high interest rates, financial austerity adversely

affecting the funding of research -- on one hand, and investments in regional infrastructures, on the

other. There was need for SAPs policies to consider the regional dimension of development and take
into account the need for economic transformation. There was also need for continued, dialogue with
the World Bank on issues relating to SAPs so as to eventually reach common understanding on how
best Africa's development could be promoted.

149. The Committee urged development partners to ensure that their policies and practices promoted
self-reliance and sustainable development in the African region. The Committee warned that complete

reliance on outside resources to implement the Treaty would not achieve the desired goals. Africans

should demonstrate their commitment by providing financial and material support for the
implementation of the Treaty. Available resources from development partners should complement

African efforts towards the effective implementation of Africa's own programmes.

150. The Committee took note of the information provided by the representative of African

Development Bank on his organization's willingness to fund multi-national projects provided such

projects were viable. It also took note of the information provided by the representative of UNDP on

its past support to African regional and subregional programmes and the support it hoped to provide
in the implementation of the Treaty. Furthermore, the Committee welcomed the appeal made by the

representative of the ACP secretariat for the organization to be associated and involved in the
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implementation of the Abuja Treaty. The ACP had some funds for regional cooperation that could
be tapped for the implementation of the Treaty. However, the Committee suggested that he
procedures for accessing and utilizing ACP funds be made less cumbersome. The Committee also
noted with appreciation the International Trade Centre's (ITC) intra-African trade development and
promotion activities in the context of regional economic integration, specially those related to trade
information, supply and demand surveys, buyers/sellers meetings, and urged the Centre to cooperate
with ECA, OAU, ADB and AATPO in assisting in the implementation of the Abuja Treaty.

151 The Committee noted that achieving regional integration through the Treaty would require
perseverance and commitment. Thus, every effort should be made to remove all obstacles and
promote those factors that facilitated its implementation. In this context, there was need for the
Treaty to be publicized widely in all member States. There was also need to mobilize the economic
operators and promote popular participation for the implementation of the Treaty The Committee
took note that the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB secretariat would publicize the Treaty adequately.

152. The Committee took note of the document.

Anticipated impart of the Uruguay Round agreements on African economies: A preliminary

analysis [agenda item 6(b)]

153. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/31: "Anticipated impact of the Uruguay
Round Agreement on African economies: A preliminary analysis".

154 The Committee noted that the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of negotiations of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Final Act of which signed in Marakesh, Morocco, two
weeks previously had ushered in a new era in international trade. Trade liberalization under the new
agreement was generally expected to boost world trade by about US$ 200 billion annually. As much
as 70 per cent of the benefits from expanded trade, however, would accrue to the developed market
economies while, among the developing countries, 16 per cent, 11 per cent, and 3 per cent, would
accrue to China, the economies of Asia-Pacific and South-east Asia, and Latin America respectively.
On the other hand, the African countries as a group would gain least from the agreement and, indeed,
could incur losses initially estimated at $ 2.6 billion annually from the implementation of the

agreement.

155 The Committee noted that tariff reductions on commodities of export interest to African countries
by the major trading partners, namely, the European Union, Japan, and the United States, would
eliminate benefits under the general system of preferences (GSP) (including the special case of energy
products) and the Lome Convention which African countries had enjoyed previously. On the other
hand the reduction of agricultural production and export subsidies would result in an increase of world
price's for food products (in the order of 5 per cent, rising to 10 per cent for cereals) which would
have a negative impact on Africa, which was a net food importer.

156. With regard to textiles and apparel, the Committee noted that it was premature to assess the
quantitative impact before the complete dismantling of the quotas under the Multi-Fibre Agreement.
The Committee expressed concern, however, about the establishment of "a mechanism of provisional
safeguards" to protect the industrialized countries from strong market fluctuations and the
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"establishment of an Office for supervision of textiles" as stipulated in the draft Final Act, since these

measures could be used to perpetuate market protection against the developing countries.

157. The Committee also discussed the major provisions of the Final Act in the new areas of

particular interest to African countries, notably, articles IV and XIX of the Services Agreement;

obligations relating to agreements on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs);

articles 2, 5 and 6 of the Agreement on Trade-related Investment Measures (TRIMs); and the

governance structure of the World Trading Organization (WTO).

158. Noting the importance to Africa of all these agreements under the Uruguay Round, the

Committee regretted that African interests had not been adequately taken into account in the

negotiations. The Committee noted that while the GATT negotiations took place within a contractual

framework where parties participated on an individual basis, the member States of the European Union

acted collectively. In view of the above, it was suggested that when the African Economic

Community is fully established, African countries should adopt common negotiating positions in

international trade issues. The Committee was of the opinion that the Tunis Declaration on the

Uruguay Multilateral Trade Negotiations, adopted by the African Ministers of Trade at the twelfth

session held in Tunis in October 1993, which set up a support mechanism for African countries in

future negotiations and in the implementation of the Final Act was a step in the right direction. The

Committee also applauded the efforts by the ECA Executive Secretary to foster collaboration among

the African Ministers in Marakesh, Morocco, prior to the signing of the Final Act of Uruguay as a

first step towards the creation of such a mechanism.

159. The Committee emphasized that the African countries should implement policy measures aimed

at maximizing the potential benefits from the agreement and mitigating the negative repercussions.

To this end, the Committee recommended that the ECA secretariat, in collaboration with regional

organizations, especially the OAU and ADB, should carry out assessments and follow-up studies of

the impacts of the agreement on African economies. In doing so, it was emphasized that ECA should

generate its own data rather than base its assessments on data derived from non-African organizations.

The Committee also suggested that ECA should organize seminars to increase awareness on the

agreements of the impact of the Uruguay Round for Africa. Such seminars could take place at the

same time as subregional and regional buyer/seller meetings organized by the International Trade

Centre (ITC).

160. The Committee expressed the conviction that member States could benefit from the experience

of those African countries which had finished or were about to undertake a preliminary assessment of

the impact of these agreements on its economy. The ITC informed the Committee of its experience

in this area and offered to assist member States in their evaluation efforts. The Committee noted that

the African countries which are members of the ACP group could take advantage of the provisions

of annexes 27 and 29 of the Lome Convention which permitted amendments to be made to provisions

of the Convention to mitigate losses under the agreement.

161. The Committee emphasized that ultimately, African countries needed a comprehensive strategy

for structural transformation and diversification of the production and export base, with the aim of

boosting competitiveness, if African countries are to participate fully in the new international trading

system. In this regard, it was necessary to intensify economic diversification and intra-African trade

to build regional competitiveness through economies of scale.
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162. The Committee took note of the report.

African strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21 and the African Common Position on

Environment and Development [agenda item 6(c)3

163. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/16: "Implementation of the African

strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21 and the African Common Position on Environment and

Development: Progress report".

164. The Committee noted that since the adoption of the strategies, efforts had been made to

incorporate them in national, subregional and regional environment and development programmes. The

strategies have also taken into consideration during the negotiations for the elaboration of an

international convention to combat desertification, the preparations for the World Conference on

Natural Disaster Reduction, and the mid-term review of the International Decade for Natural Disaster

Reduction (IDNDR).

165. The Committee noted with appreciation the active participation of member States in the activities

of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC-D) for the elaboration of the International

Convention to Combat Desertification and mitigate Drought, particularly in Africa. Concern was

expressed about the difficulties being experienced in the negotiations regarding resource commitments

from the developed countries and institutional arrangements for implementing the Convention. The

Committee hoped that Africa's development partners would address these issues positively. The

Committee regretted that the funding of activities to combat desertification were not included as a

window of the Global Environment Facility. It expressed the hope that the situation would be corrected

in the future.

166. Special appreciation was extended to those member States that were chairmen of working groups

and spokesmen of different aspects of the negotiations, particularly on the regional Instrument of the

Convention for Africa and to the ad hoc Expert Group and the Joint OAU/ECA/UNSO/UNEP/ADB

Secretariat for their contributions to the negotiations.

167. The Committee encouraged development planners and private sector agents to undertake

environmental impact assessments and environmental management of projects and programmes to

ensure that environmental degradation was kept to its minimum. Regarding issues on biological

diversity, the Committee noted with satisfaction that preparations for a regional conference to develop

Africa's approach to the implementation of Convention on biodiversity were underway and requested

to be kept informed of the outcome.

168. The Committee recalled that the Conference of Ministers at its nineteenth session had urged that

the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) should strengthen its collaboration

with the Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Social

Planning, particularly in matters relating to Agenda 21 and the implementation of the strategies. To

this effect, it recommended that the Executive Secretary of ECA should continue, in the spirit of

resolution 744(XXVIII), to study the modalities for harmonizing the mandates of the two

intergovernmental bodies of the Commission. This should be done with a view to enabling AMCEN

and the Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning, to jointly review

the environment and development programmes of member States.
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169. The committee took note of the report.

Preparations for global conferences [agenda item 6(d)]

(i) World Summit for Social Development;

(ii) Fourth World Conference on Women;

(iii) International Conference on Population and Development;

(iv) Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (HABITAT II); and,

(v) World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction.

170. The Committee considered reports regarding each conference as follows:

(i) "Preparatory activities of the world summit for social development: Progress report":

.-, (E/ECA/CM.20/17)

171. The Committee recalled ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 749(XXVII) which decided on

the formulation of an African Common Position for submission to the World Summit for Social

Development scheduled to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark from 6 to 12 March 1995.

172. The Committee took note of the fact that the African Common Position on Human and Social

Development in Africa which was adopted by the conference of African ministers responsible for

human development had been presented to the preparatory committee of the World Social Summit held

in New York from 31 January to 11 February 1994. It also noted that the Common Position provided

an assessment of the state of human and social development in Africa; outlined Africa's major human

and social development objectives; elaborated an actionable agenda for human and social development;

and, set out the modalities for implementing, monitoring, evaluating and reporting on the Common

Position.

173. The Committee also reviewed the core issues to be addressed by the World Summit together with

the policy measures to attain its objectives in accordance with General Assembly resolution 47/92.

174. The Committee recommended that the African Common Position on Human and Social

Development in Africa be widely disseminated within the region. Against the background of the

prevailing brain-drain of skilled professionals, the Committee suggested the establishment of an

African employment market. It urged that greater attention be paid to the unemployment and

underemployment phenomena and stressed the need to emphasize the research aspects of social

development.

(n) "Preparatory activities of the fourth World Conference on Women: Progress report":

(E/ECA/CM.20/18)

175. The Committee noted the preparatory activities by the ECA for the regional Conference on

Women scheduled to take place in Dakar, Senegal from 14 to 23 November 1994, to be preceded by

an NGO Conference on Women. There will also be a Franco-African Conference on Women to be

held in June 1994. These activities largely comprised the mobilization of men and women at all levels

towards enhancing the status of women; and an evaluation of the achievements regarding the major

goals of equality, development and peace. In this regard, the Committee indicated that the foci of the
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regional activities would be to consolidate national efforts at advancing the status and role of women

in development identify common issues affecting countries; and, adopt a Common Regional Platform

of action to ensure increased role of women in development which would be incorporated in the global

Platform of Action to be adopted by the World Conference.

176. The Committee also noted that at the national level, countries were expected to set up national

committees to coordinate national activities including the preparation of national reports for the

Conference; and appraise the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategy (NFLS), as

well as the targets set in the Abuja Declaration. It, therefore, directed that information on both

issues be widely disseminated. The Committee took note of International Trade Centre's (ITC)

programmes in promoting women in trade development (WITD).

177. The Committee raised issues regarding lack of coordination in the various studies that focused

on women. Such studies should, among other things, focus on female youths and refugees. The

Committee regretted the delays in submission of national reports and suggested the setting up of a

Special Committee to accelerate the preparatory process. Given the inadequate national expertise and

data constraints in member States with respect to preparing the national reports on status of women,

the Committee requested ECA to assist in providing guidelines and supplying relevant information

where available, to member States for the preparation of these reports. In this respect, the Committee

encouraged national committees entrusted with the task of preparing the national reports to also liaise

with UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCO, ILO and the MULPOC offices. It agreed to the suggestion to

extend the deadline for submission of the national reports from 31 March to 30 May, 1994. The

Committee noted with appreciation the fact that some OECD countries have given financial assistance

to African countries for the preparatory process.

(iii) "Preparations for the international conference on population and development (ICPD):
Progress report": (E/ECA/CM.20/19)

178. The Committee noted the activities at the national, regional and global levels towards the

International Conference on Population and development scheduled for 5 to 13 September 1994 in

Cairo, Egypt. It urged all member States to send high level representations to the ICPD and to work

in solidarity with regard to the African Common Position at the Conference. The Committee noted

with satisfaction the assistance provided by UNFPA and USAID to enable several African countries
to participate actively in the Third Meeting of the Preparatory Committee (PREPCOM III) held from
4 to 22 April 1994 in New York.

179. The Committee also noted that member States had established national committees on population
to prepare the National Report on population (using guidelines provided by the ICPD secretariat) and

to initiate public awareness both for the Conference and for population issues in general.

180. At the regional level, the Committee noted that preparatory activities involved three Preparatory

Committee (PREPCOM) meetings and the organization of the Third African Population Conference

(APC3). It was also noted that at global PREPCOM III in New York, the African member States

called for the establishment of subregional and regional mechanisms to follow-up on the

implementation of both the outcome of ICPD and the Dakar/Ngor Declaration.
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181. It noted that APC3, which met in Dakar (Senegal) from 7 to 12 December 1992, adopted the
Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, Family and Sustainable Development, set demographic targets
to operationalize an accelerated implementation of the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action on African
population and self-reliant development; and, recommended the establishment of a Follow-up
Committee to monitor the implementation of the Declaration.

182. The Committee further noted that the Dakar/Ngor Declaration would constitute the African
Common Position on population at the ICPD; and, that the first session of the Follow-up committee
met from 24 to 25 March 1994 in Addis Ababa. It reviewed the recommendations of the Follow-up
Committee requiring action by the ECA Conference of Ministers. It appealed to member States which
had not designated focal points for the follow-up on the implementation of the Dakar/Ngor declaration,
to do so; and, supported the convening of the Follow-up Committee after the ICPD.

183. The Committee appreciated the efforts of the OAU in cooperation with the ECA, to submit the
Dakar/Ngor Declaration for approval by Heads of State and Government at the Tunis Summit. It also
welcomed the proposal to establish, under the aegis of the OAU, the African Population Commission
to be serviced by the OAU/ECA/ADB Joint Secretariat.

184. The Committee appealed to UNFPA and other donor agencies to support the implementation of
the Dakar/Ngor Declaration at both national and regional levels. It also urge these donors to extend
financial assistance for the participation of African countries at the Cairo Conference. It commended
France for its support which it had already provided to ECA towards implementing the Dakar/Ngor
Declaration.

Gv> "Report on preparations for the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements":
(E/ECA/CM.20/32) . ~~

185. The Committee noted that the Second United Nations Conference (HABITAT II) was scheduled
for 3 -14 June 1996 in Turkey. It further noted that each country was to prepare a national report (for
the world summit) providing an assessment of human settlements and shelter strategy as well as
country-specific reviews; formulating shelter and sustainable settlements objectives; and, indicating
technical and financial assistance options.

186. The Committee noted that the issue of Africa's preparation for Habitat II had been discussed at
a special meeting of African Ministers responsible for Human Settlements; Seventh meeting of the
Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment; Fifty-eighth
ordinary session of the OAU; and, Consultations between secretariats of ECA and UNCHS (Habitat).
At the global level, activities included the organization of necessary technical assistance and financing
for the preparation of reports at various levels.

187. Three global meetings had also been held namely the fourteenth session of the Commission on
human settlements; the preparatory Committee; and, the first substantive session of the Preparatory
Committee.
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SS^Sffio fcSi i»ter»,tio™i coorLati.. in red™,, -ious form, o

189 Toward, this end, tbe Committee hoped Hal, all countries likely » be inllicled bj naiml

ZeminatoEfindS and development of measures for the assessment, prediction, prevention and
SSSHSa Asters. ThPese goals would be achieved,^W™^^
assistance and technology transfer, demonstration projects, education and training tailored to specmc

hazards and locations.

190 At the national level, the affected countries would need to initiate public awareness and
informatioVcampaigns- and develop the outlines of a disaster management training strategy devoted
to buUd1n£ an eSve'response capacity for sudden onset of disasters. National committees had been
let uP tc^ pr^We reUennP°esponse to sudden disaster. It noted however, that resource deficiencies
constituted a major impediment to efficient disaster mitigation.

1Q1 The Committee was informed of preparations for and the organization of the World Conference

was preimed m o.tiineand substance. Tte Committee toot note

of this presentation.

192 The Committee appealed to African countries to participate in a concerted manner at the
Yokohama Conferee on mid-term review of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
and for development partners to extend financial assistance for African countries for this purpose.

193. The Committee took note of ail five reports on the preparations for the forthcoming.global
conferences. It adopted draft resolutions 3 (XV) on Preparations for the Second United Nation
ConSce on Human Settlements and 4 (XV) on the preparation for the World Conference on Natural
Disaster Reduction, Yokohama, Japan, 23-27 May 1994.

The African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs and the Creation of an African Bank for
Women: Progress Report [agenda Item 6(e)]

194 The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/20: The African Federation of Women
Entrepreneurs (AFWE) and the creation of an African Bank for women: "Progress report .

195 The Committee noted with satisfaction that pursuant to resolution 736(XXVII) of the eighteenth
session of the ECA Conference of Ministers, the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs was
created in June 1993, in Accra, Ghana. The objectives of the federation are principally to: build
women capacities so as to enable them to contribute to economic and social development; form a
pressure group to ensure that the interests of businesswomen were considered in the economic policies
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of the countries; increase the level of production and management of women economic activities
particularly ,n the informal sector; and facilitate women's access to financial resources

p!1 ?C Commf"ee took note of the maJor activities undertaken by the Executive Committee of the
Federation since its inception. Those activities included inter alia, the elaboration of a programme of

TA°r ?6 ?nOdf1994:199? Which eSSentially cettMi °n Phonal activities for caSStogand the adopton of mechanisms for collaboration with national and subregional women assLiations
The Committee also noted that the Federation had been registered in Ethiopia in order to use ECA
facilities in the execution of its activities.

inU*1 reS?d -u-,-116 "f110" °f an African Bank for women' the Committee noted that a
comprehensive feasibly study was indeed required. Such a study should spell out the operational
modalities of the bank, resource mobilization strategies, target groups and procedures forgranting
and applying for credits at the national, subregional and regional levels. ECA should convene a
committee of experts to consider this subject.

nnnnJ,netC°Tntee ^5^^ that the African countries should give African women every
opportunity to fully contribute to the continent's sustainable development. In this respect it was
recognized that eyen if most countries of the continent did not differentiate between men and'women
in me granting of business and other opportunities, sensitization against the negative stereotypes of
African women must continue. National women federations were expected to play a major role in this
.rsga.ru..

199. The Committee acknowledged <hat banks should exercise some flexibility when it comes to

nr^"frSP „ t!ra^ng °f l0a"S t0 WOmen- In tum' women should Present viable and quality
projects. Finally the Committee noted with satisfaction the many activities undertaken bv such
organizations as the International Trade Centre (ITC) in order to ensure the advancement of women
m Africa s business sector. The Committee also noted ITC's request to be a member of the
Committee entrusted with the follow-up of the feasibility of creating an African bank for women.

200. The Committee took note of the report under consideration.

Rationalization and harmonization nf ECA-sponsored instituting [agenda item 6(f)]

201. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/21 entitled "Rationalization and
Harmonization of ECA-sponsored institutions". <uu«di«duon ana

eilctive'an^hirT^T^ "* imP°rtance. ofmaking the ECA-sponsored institutions cost
effective and viable It noted the recommendations in the study carried out by the Secretariat with the
assistance of the Ad Hoc Committee of Ten, with regard to the rationalization and harmonization of
The r^Sf '"fTlu?.un P^u'f by Providing cost-benefit analysis of the mergers proposed.
The Committee noted that the new study which proposed the consolidation of eleven institution into
three was a follow-up to the one presented to the 1993 session of Conference of Ministers

^ritJnn^T^T apPreciated that !he new study coined many details about the sponsored
institutions. To that extent it represented a significant improvement on the first study presented to the
1993 session of the Conference of Ministers. However, it was observed that the new study stFlacked
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such details as: evaluation of capital assets of the institutions and proposals for dealing with re
deployment and lay-off of staff in the cases of mergers. Moreover, the new study focused on the
merits of mergers without adequate analysis of disadvantages of mergers. It also lacked detailed
analysis of the implications of the proposed mergers for the host countries to these institutions
Questions were also raised about whether all institutions and host countries were visited as required
in resolution 754(XXVIII) of 1993, and whether a thorough study of users of services of these
institutions had been done. It was observed that most of these issues were already covered in previous
studies on the subject both by the Secretariat and the Committee of Ten.

204 The Committee, nonetheless, emphasized that, given the dire financial situation of many of the
sponsored institutions, the need for their rationalization and harmonization was urgent. In doing so,
however the following considerations should be borne in mind, namely that: the choice or
headquarters of merged institutions have to be made by governments. In merging small and big
institutions, it made sense to take the small institutions to the location of the big ones, provided that

the host country meets the stipulated criteria.

205 Underlining the need to give some of the institutions time to achieve financial viability, the
Committee urged these institutions to increase their income generating activities and strengthen their
capacity for resource mobilization. In this regard, it was suggested that the institutions should market
their products and services, particularly in the area of consultancies and research. They should also
endeavour to commercialize the products of their research. The Committee noted that UNDP has
given financial assistance to many of these institutions for a long period. However, it was emphasized
that funding agencies such as UNDP should stand ready to lend their support when the mergers would
have been eventually been decided upon, so as to have the merge institutions build up their self-

financing capability.

206 The Committee underscored the importance of mobilizing resources from Africa's development
partners and recommended that the leadership of the ECA-sponsored institutions should play an active
role in mobilizing resources for the institutions; and that an important criteria for evaluating the
performance of Executive Directors of the institutions would consign of the extent to which they were
able to secure external financial assistance to support the institutions' programmes and advance the

fulfilment of their objectives.

207 The Committee took note of the report and recommended that it be distributed for in-depth study
and'comments by the appropriate authorities of each member State. Subsequently, ECA should
circulate the comments it received to all member States to provide the basis for informed decision.

Implementation of the AHriis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the

1990s: Progress Report [agenda item 6(g)]

208 Under this agenda item, the meeting discussed document E/ECA/CM.20/22 entitled: "Interim
Report on Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Afnca

in the 1990s".

209 The Committee appreciated the mid-term assessment of the implementation of the Addis Ababa
Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa, because it brought out the difficulties affecting
some national statistical administrations. At the same time, the document provided information on the
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successful experiences of some countries. The Committee noted with satisfaction ECA's efforts in

raising the awareness of member States on the importance of the Plan of Action through its wide

dissemination to relevant institutions. Guidelines for needs assessment and strategy formulation for

implementing the Plan, taking into account the specific situation in each country, had also been

disseminated to member States.

210. The Committee regretted the slowness of the response to needs assessment surveys at the national

levels. To date, only fourteen countries were implementing the Plan. Through the association of both

public and private sectors in the needs assessment and the dynamic nature of the socio-economic

situation which called for continuous revision of statistical development plans in the two pioneering

countries (Kenya and Nigeria) whose wealth of experience could benefit other countries.

211. The Committee recognized the need for external technical assistance to support countries in the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action. Monitoring the implementation of the Plan of

Action required the production of periodic reports by statistical institutions, in collaboration with all

national institutions concerned with statistical development programmes. To this end, the ECA would

soon make available to member States a document describing the framework for monitoring. The

African Statistics Day had been set for 18 November of each year and was celebrated for the fourth

time on 18 November 1993. This event was one of those emphasizing the importance of the role of

statistics in all aspects of socio-economic life and was also an attempt to improve the substance of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

212. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the twenty-eighth session of the United Nations

Statistical Commission, held in New York in March 1993, viewed the Plan of Action as the best

platform for future technical cooperation for statistical development in Africa. The recognition of this

framework implied an active role for the ECA in this area, along with the increased financial

requirements. The Committee hoped that the regular United Nations programme of technical

cooperation for world-wide statistical development would be reviewed and that the resources for

meeting the needs of such cooperation would be allocated to ECA to facilitate implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

213. The Committee noted the difficulties which currently impeded the funding of ECA activities

relating to the Plan, within the context of the arrangements for Technical Support Services (TSS)

(TSS1 and TSS2). However, it was pointed out that ECA would contact the Department of Support

and Management Services of United Nations to assist in the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan.

214. The Committee took note of the suggestions to recognize the importance of statistical operations

for public administration. It noted the wealth of experience of some African countries in statistical

development, which could be used to strengthen implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action

within the framework of technical cooperation among developing countries.

215. Finally, the Committee called upon funding organizations to increase their support of statistical

development efforts in Africa at national, subregional and regional levels.

216. The Committee took note of the report.
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Science and Technology for the Development of Africa [agenda item 6(h)j

217. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/29: "Science and technology for the

development of Africa."

218. The Committee noted that Africa's poor economic growth was partly attributable to heavy

reliance on export of raw materials and commodities. This, in turn was due to lack of indigenous

scientific and technological capacity to add value to the raw materials. With the international market

price of these commodities continuously falling and the growing possibilities of developed countries

producing synthetics and other substitutes through advanced technologies, there was an urgent need

for African countries to redress the situation and to make a breakthrough in the application of science

and technology for their development.

219. The Committee appreciated the initiatives of ECA, in collaboration with the Organization of

African Unity (OAU), the African Development Bank (ADB) and the African scientific community,

to promote the development and application of science and technology for African Development

through the establishment of regional institutions.

220. The Committee observed that among the factors responsible for Africa's lack of technological

advancement are the continuing mystification of science and technology; the failure to assimilate

scientific and technological practices; the lack of deliberate effort to harness existing capacities in S&T

in individual countries; and the absence of serious interface between African Scientists and Policy

makers. The Committee emphasised the need to remove these impediments to promoting science and

technology for development in Africa. In particular, it advised that ECA should avoid the traditional

approach to policy interface between policy makers and scientists based on occasional retreats in

exclusive resorts. Dialogue between African scientists and policy-makers should be more frequent.

221. The Committee recognized the need to accord high level attention to issues of science and

technology in Africa, and suggested that national participation in the African Regional Conference on

Science and Technology be upgraded to level of ministers responsible for science and technology.

222. Regarding the establishment of the African Foundation for Research and Development

(AFRAND), the Committee was informed of the progress made since the promoters were encouraged

by the nineteenth meeting of the Conference of ministers to proceed with the feasibility study on its

establishment. The Committee heard that the feasibility study had been evaluated by the Evaluation

Conference, in May 1993, which recommended its establishment to the Task Force on AFRAND.

In turn, the Task Force accepted the recommendation which it presented to the First Presidential

Forum on Management of Science and Technology for Development in Africa which was held in

Gaborone, Botswana in October/November 1993. The Presidential Forum, which was organized by

the Research and Development for Science-Led Development in Africa (RANDFORUM) with the

collaboration of the ECA, supported the establishment of an autonomous, continent-wide African

Foundation For Research and Development (AFRAND) in order to provide an enduring resource base

for sustaining development oriented R&D in Africa.

223. The Committee cautioned against the creation of another S&T organization when many others

which had been established before were suffering from lack of financial resources. Concerns were
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expressed that the new institution would require financing from member States which were already

overburdened with the contributions to the existing institutions. It was explained, however, that a

major objective of AFRAND was to mobilize financial resources for funding R&D activities and that
it would promote collaboration and interface between R&D specialists, entrepreneurs, industrialists
and funding agencies. As such, it would not require mandatory contributions from the member States
in the way of the existing R&D institutions require.

224. In connection with the proposed establishment of AFRAND, the Committee was informed that
OAU had been represented at a high level in all the meetings organized, particularly the Presidential
Forum held at Gaborone in October 1993. Given the fact that the policy organs of OAU were setting
up science and technology development structures within the Organization, OAU would communicate

its final position on the proposed establishment of AFRAND at a later date.

225. The Committee took note of the report as well as the forthcoming Presidential Forum on the

establishment of AFRAND and requested the Secretariat of ECA to pursue the feasibility study.

Strategy and programme of action for marine and ocean affairs in Africa [agenda item 6(i)]

226. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/34: "Strategy and Programme of Action

for Marine and Ocean Affairs in Africa".

227. The Committee noted that the document was the report of a high level regional leadership

seminar on marine/ocean affairs that was organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa in collaboration with the International Ocean Institute (IOI) from 28 March to 2 April 1994 in

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. It was the first seminar of its kind held in Africa since the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) was adopted in 1982. The Convention will come into

force in November 1994. Of the 61 countries which had ratified the Convention, world-wide, at that

time 27 were African States.

228. The Committee observed that the objectives of the Leadership seminar on Marine and Ocean

Affairs were to assist African countries in developing policies, strategies and guidelines for enhancing

the exploration and exploitation of marine/ocean resources at the national, subregional and regional

levels; provide a forum for dialogue among African senior government officials in this sector on how

to interpret, implement and benefit from UNCLOS; and take into account the provision of UNCLOS

and Agenda 21 in order to promote sustainable development.

229. The provisions of the Law of the Sea, the Committee noted, provided African countries

opportunities to take advantage of how they could benefit from exploitation of these resources. To

assist African countries, coastal, island and land-locked, the ECA had been assisting them in creating

awareness about UNCLOS and encouraging them to ratify the Convention; providing advisory services

on capacity building for exploration, exploitation and management of ocean resources; organizing

sensitization meetings; and training workshop/seminars.

230. It was noted that all the five subregions of Africa were rich in marine resources which if

exploited rationally would go a long way towards creating a food balance and food security.
Furthermore, the oceans had both living and non-living resources which could be exploited to

contribute significantly towards attaining food security and overall socio-economic development.
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231. The Committee endorsed the Strategy and Programme of Action for Marine/Ocean Affairs

Development in Africa which was the outcome of the Leadership seminar. The Strategy and

Programme of Action contained measures that needed to be implemented by member States,

international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in order to develop the African

capabilities for exploiting the sea resources available in seas surrounding Africa. The Strategy

recommended actions relating to the ratification and establishment of legislation for activities in the

area of marine resource exploitation; institutional framework, particularly coordination mechanism at

national level and cooperation among states, including data collection analysis and dissemination;

policy framework including the formulation of policies for development of capabilities to explore and

exploit resources; special needs of land-locked states; project identification and elaboration; and the
mobilization of financial resources from international funding agencies. The Committee urged member

States to incorporate the Strategy in their national and subregional programmes for the management

of marine and ocean resources.

232. The Committee took note of the report and adopted draft resolution 5(XV).

ECA activities in the field of emergency, humanitarian, rehabilitation, reconstruction and

development in Africa: Progress Report [agenda item 6(j)]

233. The committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/23: "ECA activities in the field of

emergency, humanitarian, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development in Africa: Progress report".

234. The Committee observed that Africa had, over many years, suffered from the effects of

extremely serious conflicts, resulting in the displacement of millions of people. Periodic droughts had

similarly contributed to emergency conditions. African capacities for responding to such emergencies

were inadequate. In view of the large number of existing and potential 'trouble spots' in Africa, the

Committee noted that the United Nations in general, and ECA in particular, had indispensable roles

to play in terms of responding to the complex emergencies that were erupting throughout the region.

235. The Committee further noted that traditionally, ECA had played a major role in providing

support to subregional and regional efforts that promoted economic development, integration and

cooperation. Taking into account the new United Nations vision of humanitarian assistance,

reconstruction and development, the Committee stressed that preventive diplomacy had economic and

social dimensions.

236. The Committee noted ECA's strategy for dealing with these emergencies which encompassed

the continuum from rehabilitation to reconstruction and development; and continuum from national to

subregional and regional levels. Towards this end, the Committee noted that ECA had prepared a

report : Agenda on Emergency. Humanitarian. Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Affairs in Africa.

This report formed the basis of missions fielded by ECA to Ethiopia, Eritrea, Mozambique, Rwanda

and Somalia. The Committee took note of the fact that the government of Mozambique expected

ECA to be involved in mobilizing financial resources for implementation of that country's Master Plan

for reconstruction and development.

237. While it welcomed external assistance for dealing with humanitarian emergencies in Africa; the

Committee suggested the involvement of Africa NGOs in management and distribution of relief

supplies to African countries in need of help.
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238. In order for the ECA Agenda for Emergency to be fully comprehensive for tackling both natural
and man-made disasters in the region, the Committee suggested that additional prerequisites such as
the establishment of a data base on both national and regional potential to respond to such disasters;
formulation of regional and national plans to deal with natural disasters; and, coordination at national
and regional levels to respond to emergency and humanitarian relief appeals, should be incorporated
in the agenda. Together with other international institutions and NGOs, the Committee believed that
a more comprehensive framework, with these additional attributes, could be evolved.

239. The Committee noted the report and adopted draft resolution 6(XV).

PART IV. STATUTORY ISSUES

Staff and Administrative Questions: [agenda Item 7(a)]

240. The Committee took note of the report (E/ECA/CM.20/24) on staff and administrative questions.
It also took note of the additional information provided on the appointment of a new United Nations
Under-Secretary-General in charge of administration, the participation of ECA staff members in the
monitoring of elections in South Africa, as well as the date set for the completion of the new ECA
conference centre at ECA headquarters, namely 28 March 1995. The new centre it was noted would
become operational a few months subsequent to that date.

Issues from the subsidiary organs and sectoral bodies of the Commission calling for action by the

Conference of Ministers [agenda 7(b)]

241. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM.20/25,E/ECA/CM.20/25/Add.l, and
E/ECA/CM.20/25/Add.2/Rev. 1 containing resolutions and decisions submitted to the Commission for
consideration and adoption or for information by the subsidiary organs which had held meetings since
the last session of the Commission. The Committee took note of the reports and adopted draft
resolutions ll(XV), 12(XV), 13(XV), 14(XV), 15(XV), 16(XV), 17(XV), 18(XV), 19(XV), 20(XV),

21(XV), 22(XV), 23(XV), 24(XV).

PART V. PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES OF THE COMMISSION

Proposals for updating the 1994-1995 programme of work and priorities in the light of General

Assembly appropriations [agenda item 8(a)j

242. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/26 entitled "Proposals for Updating the
1994-1995 Programme of Work and Priorities in the light of General Assembly Appropriations11.

243. The Committee approved the activities proposed for inclusion in the 1994-1995 programme of

work and priorities as contained in the document.
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Programme Evaluation in the Economic Commission for Africa [agenda item 8(b)]

244. The Committee considered documents E/ECA/CM.20/27 and E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.l:

"Programme Evaluation in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa".

245. The Committee appreciated the reports on the evaluation of the programmes undertaken since
the last session of the Commission. The Committee noted that there were four types of evaluation,
namely self evaluation, ad hoc evaluation, in-depth evaluation and external evaluation.

246. The Committee noted that the self evaluations carried out covered about one-third of the
subprogrammes of the Commission and that the findings confirmed the need for improving relevance
to the priorities of member States. The need to give due consideration to the specific needs of least

developed, land-locked and Island countries, in conformity with the related international action

programmes was in particular, pointed out.

247. The Committee, however, noted with regret that some key activities of interest to African

member States had not been undertaken because of lack of resources. The cancellation of the activities
relating to monitoring of the movement of dangerous and toxic waste in Africa was singled out as an

example of such activity.

248. The Committee took note of the reports and the programme on development issues and policies
(DIP), ECA; and Programme 45: critical economic situation, recovery and development in Africa.

The Committee took note with appreciation of the recommendations in the reports. The
recommendation on the strengthening of the capacities of the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres (MULPOCs) were particularly endorsed. In this regard the Committee

commended the initiatives towards that end already taken by the Executive Secretary, including the

outposting of some Regional Advisers to the MULPOCs.

249. With regard to Programme 45 on Africa's critical situation, recovery and development, the

Committee referred to its earlier discussion on the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda
for the Development of Africa in the 1990s, and to the general view about the importance of effective

coordination of the implementation of the programme. However, the committee noted that the

resources made available to the various subprogrammes for the implementation of UN-NADAF were

not evenly distributed and that the amount allocated to the Commission was grossly inadequate.

250. The Committee suggested that the resolution on UN-NADAF should also take care of the need

for strengthening the capacity of the Commission in responding to its expanded responsibilities for
improved coordination at the regional level, in the framework of the implementation of UN-NADAF
and the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community. The Committee expressed the

view that consideration should be given towards the decentralization of all of Programme 45.

251. The Committee took note of the reports and adopted draft resolutions 7(XV), 8(XV) and 9(XV).
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Strengthening ECA operational capacity: Extrabudgetary resources, current situation and future

prospects [agenda item 8(c)]

252. The Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.20/28: "Strengthening ECA operational

capacity: Extrabudgetary resources, current status and prospects".

253. The Committee observed that, in resolution 33/202 passed in 1979, the General Assembly had

granted the status of executing agencies to the regional commissions. This enabled ECA to supplement

the resources available to it from the United Nations regular budget with extrabudgetary resources

provided by the funding agencies of the United Nations, specifically UNDP and UNFPA, for its

technical programmes of assistance to its member States. The Commission also obtained

extrabudgetary resources from bilateral and multilateral sources outside the United Nations system.

254. The Committee noted that the situation of extrabudgetary resources had worsened drastically

during the 1992-1993 biennium, falling to US$ 29,163,052 from $ 45,647,531 in the previous

biennium. This decline was attributed to a number of reasons. The most significant factor was the

reduction in funds from UNDP and UNFPA due largely to the implementation of General Assembly

resolutions on national execution of development projects. Resources provided by the two institutions

to ECA declined from $ 51,406,334 under the fourth programming cycle to a negligible allocation

under the fifth programming cycle. During the 1992-1993 biennium, resources provided to ECA from

UNDP amounted to $ 15,034,630, or nearly 52 per cent of ECA's extrabudgetary resources for that

period. Bilateral resources also diminished due to the reduction in pledges and actual contributions

to UNTFAD by member States.

255. To counteract this undesirable situation, the Committee noted that the Commission had

intensified its efforts to attract funding from bilateral sources. The Committee considered the proposal

of allocating about 1 per cent of their UNDP national IPFs to be utilized to finance regional and

subregional integration projects.

256. The Committee took note of the report and adopted draft resolution 10(XV).

Anv other business (Agenda item 9)

257. Under this item, the Committee considered document E/ECA/CM.30/36 on the proposal for an

amendment of the terms of reference and renaming the Commission the United Nations Economic and

Social Commission for Africa.

258. Some delegates argued that the proposal was meant to bring the name of the Commission to

reflect its mandate, as such they had no difficulty with the proposal, especially if a change in the name

would attract more resources to the Commission. However, some other delegations felt that since the

scope of ECA's activities had always encompassed the social aspects of development, in accordance

with its mandate, there was no need for a change in name. They also observed that resources were

mobilized on the basis of mandate rather than name. Thus UNECA would still attract financial

resources on the basis of the mandate. Still, some others argueti that an issue of such importance

needed discussion at the national level and would therefore require more time for their governments

to formulate their position on the issue.
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259. The Committee, then, decided to refer the proposal to the Conference of Ministers for further

consideration.

Date and venue of the sixteenth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

(TEPCOW) (Agenda item 10)

260. The Committee decided to refer this item to the Ministers.

Adoption of the report (agenda item 11)

261. Under this item, the Chairman of the sub-Committee on resolutions made a presentation on the

work of the sub-Committee. He said that the sub-Committee had in addition to all the draft

resolutions, decisions and declarations referred to it, considered the document entitled, Agenda for
Building and Utilizing Critical Capacities in Africa: A Preliminary report: (document

E/ECA/CM.20/6).

262. The document synthesized the issues raised and the analysis and conclusions drawn in the eight

area theme papers which had been discussed in plenary. The report was still preliminary at this stage
and as such, only raised those issues that were of central relevance to development capacity building
in Africa. It was also preliminary in that the meeting of the Conference of Ministers, through this

sub-Committee and TEPCOW, was expected to examine the analysis, conclusions and
recommendations of the report with a view to enriching them and to providing the guidance necessary

for a full and complete study to be undertaken and submitted to the 1995 meeting of the Conference
of Ministers for consideration. It was expected that the entire exercise would culminate in a medium-
to long-term programme of cooperation which should constitute the framework for action on Africa's

development priorities by African countries individually and collectively as well as by their

development partners.

263. The sub-Committee had commended the secretariat for the quality of the document and had
prepared a draft resolution on the Framework Agenda for Building and Utilizing Critical Capacities

in Africa for consideration and adoption by the Conference of Ministers through TEPCOW.

264. The Committee took note of the presentation of the Chairman of the Sub-Committee and adopted

draft resolution 2(XV).

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 12)

265. The Chairman thanked the participants, the Executive Secretary, and members of staff of the

secretariat for their cooperation and support which facilitated the successful conclusion of the meeting.

266. The Executive Secretary expressed his gratitude to all the delegations for their contribution to

the success of the meeting. He was particularly encouraged by their frank contributions regarding

issues related to critical capacity building for the accelerated socio-economic development for the

African region. He thanked the Chairman and all members of the Bureau for the effective way in

which they conducted the affairs of the Committee.

267. The Chairman then declared the meeting closed.
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Effective implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in

the 1990s OJN-NADAF)

The Conference of Ministers.

Bearing in mind its memorandum to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the United Nations General

Assembly on the Final Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action

for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD),

Recalling General Assembly resolution 46/151 of 18 December 1991 and its annexes on the assessment

of the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1986-1990 and the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s,
respectively,

Mlndfol of the mixed results of the Programme of Action which was due, among other things, to lack
of sustained commitment at the regional and international levels,

Mindful also of toe fact that Africa's social and economic development is primarily the responsibility

of African Governments and people, in concert with the international community who have accepted the
principle of shared responsibility and full partnership with Africa,

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on "Preliminary consideration

of the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s1'1 on

"Need for and feasibility of the establishment of a diversification fund for Africa's commodities"2 and on

"Financial resource flows to Africa"3 submitted to the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly,

Having considered also the secretariat's report on the implementation of the New Agenda4 and the

document on programme evaluation in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa5 which includes

the progress report on the in-depth evaluation of Programme 45,6

1 United Nations, A/48/334.

2 United Nations, A/48/335, annex, and Add.l and 2.

3 United Nations, A/48/336 and Corr.l.

4 E/ECA/CM.20/3.

5 E/ECA/CM.20/27.

6 E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add. 1.
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Taking note of General Assembly resolution 48/214 of 11 January 1994 on the New Agenda which, inter

alia, reiterated the expectations of the New Agenda and the priority attached to it,

1 ■ Notes with appreciation the sustained efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to

ensure that Africa's social and economic development remains on the agenda of the international community

throughout the 1990s;

2. Reaffirms the commitment of African Governments to the long-term sustainable socio-economic

development and growth of the region through the successful implementation of the policies and priorities of

the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990;

3- Commends African Governments for their demonstrated commitment to promote economic

development by their adoption of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community whose

objectives are in consistent with those of the New Agenda;

4. Recognizes the importance of the regional dimension in Africa's social and economic

development and the potential contributions of the New Agenda in fostering it;

5. Affirms the need to strengthen collaboration between the Organization of African Unity, the

African Development Bank and the Economic Commission for Africa in undertaking actions to promote the

long-term socio-economic development of the region;

6. Notes with appreciation the goodwill of the Government of Japan in convening the International

Conference on African Development, at Tokyo on 5 and 6 October 1993, and in the Tokyo Declaration adopted

by that Conference;

7. Urges all African Governments to continue to take appropriate policy measures and actions for

the sustained socio-economic development and growth of the region;

8. Renews its call to Africa's development partners, including the United Nations agencies,

organizations and programmes and the international community at large, to fulfil their commitments to support

Africa's efforts, particularly in relation to resource flows to the region, the enhancement of Africa's access to

markets and debt relief;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to favourably consider, in the framework

of the restructuring of the Secretariat, possible institutional arrangements, including additional resources and

other means to significantly strengthen capacity at the Economic Commission for Africa to fulfil its coordination,

follow-up and monitoring role for the implementation of the New Agenda;
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10. Further requests the Executive Secretary to closely monitor the implementation of the New

Agenda, especially those aspects related to the mobilization of resources, and to report thereon to the next

Conference of Ministers.
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2 (XV). Building critical capacities for accelerated growth and sustained development

The Conference of Ministers.

Recognizing the strategic importance of a comprehensive development of critical capacities in the areas

of human resources, institutions and physical infrastructures in meeting the development challenges of Africa

in the 1990s and into the twenty-first century,

Further recognizing that the comprehensive development of these capacities is of fundamental importance

for achieving the strategic objectives of Africa's economic development in the 1990s as set out its resolution 742

(XXVIII) of 4 May 1993,

Aware that without the development and utilization of critical capacities the processes of development,

including technological development, cannot be internalized, nor can long-term development itselfbe sustainable,

Further aware that a comprehensive capacity building programme cannot be sustainable without a strong

national leadership and management with vision, sound policies, national ownership of the design and

management of the programme and appropriate incentive structures,

Having noted the efforts of member States in building and improving their critical capacities for socio-

economic development as well as the various efforts and initiatives of the Commission to promote human

development and the development and strengthening of institutional and infrastructural capacities over the last

three decades, particularly in the Monrovia Declaration of Commitment on Guidelines and Measures for National

and Collective Self-Reliance, the Lagos Plan of Action for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000

and the Final Act of Lagos, the Khartoum Declaration Towards a Human-focused Approach to Socio-economic

Recovery and Development in Africa, the African Charter for Popular Participation in Development and

Transformation as well as the various initiatives by the international community on behalf of Africa, in

particular:

(a) the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD),

(b) the first and second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

(UNTACDA I and II),

(c) the first and second Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA I and II),

(d) the United Nations Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF),
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(e) the Alma Ata Declaration on Health for All by the Year 2000,

(f) the Jomtien Declaration on Education for All by the Year 2000;

(g) the Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, Family and Sustainable Development,

Convinced of the urgency to put in place a strategic agenda based on a comprehensive approach to the

development and utilization, on a sustainable basis of capacities critical to Africa's recovery, accelerated growth

and international competitiveness in the 1990s and beyond;

2. Endorses "A Framework Agenda for Building and Utilizing Critical Capacities in Africa: A

Preliminary Report" which includes a "Proposed Regional Action Programme of Technical Cooperation in

Capacity Building and Utilization in Africa" and which is a preliminary study and consensus framework

embracing the key issues in capacity building and institutional development as well as the basis of a more

detailed study to be presented at the 1995 meeting of the Conference of Ministers;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to undertake further studies aimed at strengthening the

Framework Agenda on the basis of which detailed programmes of action in capacity building at the national,

subregional and regional levels may be designed for implementation in the short and medium term;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to formulate a programme of support by Africa's

development partners to reinforce and complement the efforts of member States in building and strengthening

critical capacities for development in the medium and long term;

4. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to establish an appropriate mechanism to coordinate all

activities leading to the preparation of the Action Programme;

5. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary, in close collaboration with all the relevant African

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions as well as United Nations agencies and

international financial institutions, to assist member States to implement the regional component of the capacity-

building programme as identified and recommended in the respective sector programmes, through the existing

mechanisms for regional co-ordination among the agencies of the United Nations system and through the Joint

ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to sensitize all partners in development at the national,

subregional, regional and international levels to the need for concerted efforts in the complex task of building

and strengthening critical capacities in Africa;
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7. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take appropriate action to ensure the efficient and effective

monitoring and evaluation of the programme at the regional level and consult with member States concerning

the establishment or strengthening of mechanisms for the development, monitoring and evaluation of the

programme at the national level in the most efficient and cost-effective manner;

8- Further calls upon the Executive Secretary to take urgent steps to prepare a financing plan for

the implementation of the first phase of the programme for the period 1995-2005 and to hold consultations with

bilateral and multilateral donors and development finance institutions aimed at mobilizing resources to

complement the efforts of member States for the implementation of the first phase of the programme;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the next Conference of Ministers on actions taken

in fulfilment of the mandates as set out in this resolution.
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3 (XV).

The Tnnference nf Ministers.

General
Assembly reso.ution 47/180 of 22 December 1992 on the second United Nations

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II),

CoMo^g that the Conference will be an important event in the United Nations ac^es^ at
sustainab^opment and adequate shelter for all and that it will contribute to at™ certam object** of
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

the report
Hag^p of the secretariat on the preparations for Habitat II, including the outcome

of the first substantive session of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference,

izing the importance of the regional dimension in the preparatory process of the Conference itself

and beyond,

Recall in this regard, the recommendations of the seventh meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental

Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment on Africa's preparations for Hab.tat II,

Recalling further resolution CM/Res. 1469 (LVIII) of the fifty-eighth ordinary session of the Council of

Ministers of the Organization of African Unity on Habitat II,

Mnwwith satisfaction the joint efforts of the Economic Commission for Africa and the United Nations

Centre for Human Settlements in the preparatory activities for the United Nations Conference on Human

Settlements (Habitat II) in Africa,

1 Takes note of the report of the Economic Commission for Africa entitled "Preparations for the

second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements", which provides a very useful msight into the

preparatory process;

2 Endorses the "Declaration of African Ministers responsible for Human Settlements on the

Preparatory Process to the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II)", winch ,s a

collective strategy for effective African participation in the above process;

3. Welcomes the statement by the Preparatory Committee for Habitat II at its first substantive

session;
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4. Calls upon all member States to effectively participate in the preparatory process of Habitat II,

especially the timely preparation of national reports;

5. Invites all member States to approach the Habitat-II secretariat with respect to the assistance they

require, taking into account the Preparatory Committee's recommendations on financing of the preparatory

activities at national level;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close collaboration with member States, to establish those

mechanisms recommended by the Preparatory Committee:

(a) Coordinating and facilitating regional activities, including meetings;

(b) Enabling member States with limited institutional and financial capacity to participate effectively

in the preparatory process and in the Conference;

(c) Liaison and preparation of a regional report on the state of human settlements, highlighting

cross-sectoral and cross-country concerns;

(d) Contributing to the formulation of the Global Plan of Action and the Statement of Principles and

Commitments;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation with

the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), to ensure that the

necessary consultations and exchange of experiences among African countries takes place.
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4 (XV). Preparation for the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction. Yokohama. Japan.

23-27 Mav 1994

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 48/188 which decided to convene the World

Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction in Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 1994,

Also recalling all relevant resolutions of the Organization of African Unity,

Noting with appreciation the Mid-Term Report for Africa on the Implementation of the International

Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,

Appreciative of the close collaboration between the Economic Commission for Africa, the United

Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the World Health Organization, the Organization of African Unity

and the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the preparation of the World Conference on

Natural Disaster Reduction,

Recognizing the very great importance of natural disaster reduction in the pursuit of sustainable

development and poverty alleviation in Africa,

Further recognizing the importance and urgency of strengthening substantive cooperation between

Africa's relevant national, subregional, regional institutions and the Department of Humanitarian Affairs,

particularly the Secretariat of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction in order enhance capacity

building for the reduction and mitigation of natural disasters and promote sustainable development,

Convinced of the cost effectiveness of investment in preventive activities for those avoidable hazards and

the benefits of mitigation for those unavoidable ones,

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of member States in establishing the necessary strategies and

infrastructure for the implementation of the International Decade,

1 ■ Takes note of the Mid-Term Report and commends all Member States, subregional and regional

institutions which contributed to its preparation by the Department of Humanitarian Affairs and the Economic

Commission for Africa;

2. Encourages the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of the

International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, to intensify its efforts in cooperation with all Africa's
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development partners to support the efforts of Member States and Africa's national, subregional and regional

research and development institutions, non-governmental organizations to reduce the impact and minimize the

effects of natural disasters on Africa;

2. Adopts the African Common Position for the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction

to be held in Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 1994;

3. Urges Member States to strengthen cooperation among themselves in fostering the objective and

goals of the International Decade, particularly the recommendation of the World Conference and to pursue the

African Strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21;

4. Encourages African countries to promote cooperation in natural disaster reduction at the bilateral,

subregional and regional levels;

5- Further encourages the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of the

International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, to intensify its efforts in cooperation with all Africa's

development partners to support the efforts of Member States, particularly within the framework of the African

Ministerial Conference on the Environment, national, subregional and regional research and development

institutions, non-governmental organizations to reduce the impact and minimize the effects of natural disasters

on Africa;

6. Invites African countries to participate actively in the World Conference on Natural Disaster

Reduction in Yokohama with a view to defending the African common position and securing the support of the

international community, more particularly Africa's bilateral and multilateral development partners in sustaining

the efforts made by African countries to reduce natural disasters and mitigate their effects;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, working in close

collaboration with the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the Organization of African Unity, the World Health

Organization and other interested agencies, to harmonize the African common position with the mid-term report

and to proceed with the implementation of the International Decade, taking into account the African common

position;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in close collaboration with the United

Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, to submit a progress report on the implementation of the

International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction to the twenty-first meeting of the Conference of Ministers.
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5 (XV). Strategy and Programme of Action for marine/ocean development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers.

Aware that the oceans and the seas surrounding the continent of Africa and its off-shore island countries

have abundant living and non-living resources which when properly explored and exploited could significantly

contribute to the socio-economic development of the African region,

Mindful of the fact that while Africa has been net importer of food, the living resources of its

oceans/seas could significantly enhance its food security and self-sufficiency alleviate, poverty and increase the

income of the African people,

Cognizant of the deep interest and commitment of African countries in the sustainable exploration and

exploitation of these resources, as well as in establishing an equitable international order for the management

of the earth's oceans and seas,

Recalling the fact that the largest single regional group of countries (Africa represented 27 out of 61

countries) which have so far ratified the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea are from the African

region,

Aware that the Convention provides the African region the opportunities and challenges to benefit

tremendously from its implementation,

Further aware that the Convention makes provisions for the land-locked countries to benefit equally from

its implementation,

Taking note with satisfaction that the Convention will enter into force on 16 November 1994, and that

thereafter, the International Seabed Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea will be

established,

Taking into account the Strategy and Programme of Action by the Regional leadership Seminar on

Marine/Ocean Affairs in Africa, organized by the Economic Commission for Africa and the International Ocean

Institute which was held from 28 March to 2 April 1994, as contained in document E/ECA/CM.20/34,

Appreciative of the major leadership role that the Commission has taken in promoting the Convention

among African countries as well as in promoting marine/ocean resources development in Africa,

1. Calls upon all African States to:
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(a) Ratify the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and enact laws claiming

jurisdiction over maritime zones as provided for in the Convention;

(b) Establish a coordinating mechanism for marine affairs to be established by respective States;

(c) Establish or strengthen their national framework for policy formulation in the realms of food,

energy and materials so as to give the needed thrust and emphasis to the rational development and optimal

utilization of their marine resources; in particular, the policy framework should accord high priority to marine

science and technology and the development of the necessary human and institutional infrastructure;

(d) Strengthen their capacity to survey, explore and exploit their marine resources by integrating

their plans for adequate human resources and institutional development with their economic and social

development plans;

2. Further calls upon all African coastal States to:

(a) Establish a legal framework for the rational and effective utilization of the extended maritime

zones for a sustainable development;

(b) Establish baselines as well as the coordinates of the extended maritime jurisdictions;

(c) Enter into dialogue with their neighbours so as to establish the boundaries of their maritime

zones, keeping in mind the concepts of joint development zones and joint management zones;

(d) To establish or strengthen the necessary machinery and services for:

(i) the full and rational exploitation of their fishery resources;

(ii) the exploration and exploitation of their marine mineral and energy resources;

(iii) the development of maritime transport and communication system;

(iv) the development of coastal areas and the development of tourism;

(v) the protection and conservation of the marine and coastal environment and ecosystem.
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3. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa and international, regional and subregional

organizations, governmental and non-governmental organizations to strengthen collaboration among themselves

for promotion of marine/ocean resources development in general and, in particular in the following ways:

(a) Mobilize resources from international funding agencies and other global and regional

development partners for the implementation of regional, subregional and national projects in areas such as

coastal zone management, island development and capacity building in the ocean sector could be presented for

funding;

(b) Increase awareness at regional, subregional and national levels of the potential of marine/ocean

resources and to promote the implementation of the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea;

(c) Sensitize high-level policy makers from African land-locked countries to these provisions of the

Convention that are of benefit to their countries;

'd) Examine the feasibility of establishing regional or subregional monitoring, surveillance and

detection systems by utilizing remote sensing devices;

(e) Explore the feasibility of strengthening or establishing regional and/or subregional institutions

for marine/ocean affairs for them to be basically self-financing, especially in the areas of capacity building

including human resources development, technology acquisition and surveys;

(f) Assist in the preparation of legislation/regulation/guidelines in the marine sector which could

be of use as blueprints to member States;

(g) Collect and disseminate relevant information on marine/ocean affairs for use by member States.
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6 (xv)- Establishment of a trust fund for peace-building, post-conflict rehabilitation,

reconstruction and development

The Conference of Ministers.

Grateful for the initiatives taken by the international community and the various agencies in the United

Nations system to extend special technical and material assistance to African countries confronted with difficult

problems of post-conflict rehabilitation, reconstruction and development,

Realizing that such initiatives should be translated into long-term activities designed to accelerate and

sustain the development of the distressed countries in order to maintain the three continuum:

(a) From emergency, rehabilitation and reconstruction to development (in order to maintain a link

between short-, medium- and long-term development process),

(b) From central administration to popular participation (in order to foster the democratization

proces? via decentralization of policy, institutions and management),

(c) From national to subregional to regional to accelerate the crucial subregional cooperation and

integration within the spirit of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community,

Understanding that peace-building in Africa ought to rest upon a foundation of economic and social

development,

Recognizing the fact that such a development strategy of a long-term nature necessitates the mobilization

of increased resources,

Recognizing further that the United Nations can serve, but not substitute, the efforts of African members

who must be ready for the serious challenges and opportunities that lie in the decades ahead,

Noting that the efforts already embarked upon in this respect, though encouraging, has to be sustained

by adequate resources,

Noting further that the Economic Commission for Africa has proposed the establishment of a trust fund

for assistance to the affected countries in support of their post-conflict rehabilitation, reconstruction and

development efforts,
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Cognizant of the fact that the task of emergency relief and development including disaster preparedness,

prevention and management is the primary responsibility of the African countries themselves,

Bearing in mind "An Agenda for Peace" of the United Nations Secretary-General and the Organization

of African Unity Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution,

Recognizing that the continuing cycle of conflicts in Africa has resulted in widespread displacement of

populations, within and across national borders, fatalities and stagnation of socio-economic development,

1 ■ Welcomes the proposal regarding the establishment of the fund as this is believed to contribute

to and facilitate ongoing efforts by the international community to alleviate the countries' post-conflict

rehabilitation, reconstruction and development;

2. Calls upon all African member States, friendly donor countries and financial and economic

institutions to appreciate the difficult post-conflict situations facing the countries and to extend their generous

contribution to the establishment of the fund;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to institute such mechanisms as are required

to ensure the establishment, proper management and utilization of the fund;

4. Urges the Executive Secretary of the Commission to further enhance collaboration with the

Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity in the implementation of this resolution;

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission to develop relevant strategies for the

implementation of "An Agenda for Peace" in an African context in cooperation with the United Nations system.
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7 (XV). Development and strengthening of the Economic Commission for Africa's programme

activities in the field of natural resources, energy and marine affairs

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/197, 33/202, 44/211, 47/199, 46,235, 48/162, Economic

and Social Council resolutions 1987/10, 1989/6 and Commission resolutions 572 (XXI) and 602 (XXII),

Endorsing the findings and conclusions of self-evaluation of the Commission's subprogrammes concerned

with natural resources, energy and marine affairs carried out during the biennium 1992-1993,

Mindful of the regrouping of the above-mentioned sectors in the revised Medium-term Plan 1992-1997

and the relevant programme budget for 1994-1995 into a single subprogramme aimed at enhancing the

interrelationships between these sectors to ensure greater programme impact,

Aware of the enhanced significance and strategic importance of the present natural resources

subprogramme for sustaining the long-term objectives of the Medium-term Plan, in particular with regard to the

economic cooperation and integration of the African continent in the context of the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 21

and the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s,

Recognizing the urgency involved in strengthening both the substantive and operational capacity of the

subprogramme in order to enhance its intended impact within the region,

Noting with concern the continued stagnation of available resources, both regular and extrabudgetary,

required to carry out activities in support of regional policies, programmes and projects in order to strengthen

the African countries' capacities and capabilities to fully explore, exploit and develop their natural resources,

Highly appreciative of the initiatives taken by the Secretary-General in the context of decentralization

to strengthen the regional commission's activities in the area of natural resources development, especially in the

fields of mineral resources, water resources, cartography and remote sensing, energy and marine affairs,

Convinced that the current process of decentralization of regular programme activities needs to be

supported by a corresponding decentralization of extrabudgetary resources to complement and maximize existing

regional capacities,

1. Appeals to all partners in operational activities for African development to give due consideration

to the priorities assigned to the development of natural resources within the Economic Commission for Africa's

programme of work with a view to funding related project activities;
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2. Calls upon member States to facilitate the implementation of the Commission's activities in

natural resources development through effective national institutional mechanisms, in particular with regard to

the follow-up of its recommendations emanating from the self-evaluation of the relevant subprogrammes

featuring marine affairs, mineral resources, water resources, energy and cartography and remote sensing;

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General within the context of the restructuring of the economic and

social sectors of the United Nations to ensure the effective decentralization of relevant global programmes and

activities to the Commission;

4- Requests that an in-depth evaluation of the subprogramme be undertaken during the 1994-1995

biennium;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the implementation of this resolution at the next

meeting of the Conference of Ministers.
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8 (XV). Enhancing the capacity of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres

(MULPOCs^

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 establishing the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres (MULPOCs),

Recalling also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 19 May 1990 on transformation and strengthening of the

MULPOCs and the pertinent provisions of its resolution 726 (XXVII) on strengthening the Economic

Commission for Africa to face Africa's development challenges in the 1990s,

Noting with satisfaction the allocation by the United Nations General Assembly through its resolution

46/185 of five additional established professional posts in the MULPOCs,

Noting further with appreciation that the bulk of the additional resources made available under the United

Nations regular programme of technical cooperation in 1994-1995 have been redeployed to the MULPOCs with

a view to strengthening their capacity to provide advisory services within the subregions,

Considering however, that critical areas remain uncovered by the expertise currently available in the

MULPOCs and require additional resources on a sustained basis which cannot be met through the Commission's

regional advisory services programme,

Noting also with satisfaction member countries' continuous material support to the MULPOCs in

providing, inter alia, office premises free of charge and seconding on a temporary basis national experts to the

MULPOCs,

Taking note of the recommendations contained in the draft report of the United Nations Secretary-

General to the General Assembly on the triennial review of the in-depth evaluation of the programme on

development issues and policies (DIP) of the Commission, and more specifically to sections devoted to the

MULPOCs,7

Recalling further that the MULPOC budgets for the biennium 1994-1995 were approved with due regard

to current budget restraints in the United Nations and pressing priorities of member countries and their

intergovernmental organizations,

E/ECA/CM.27/Add.2.
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Reaffirming the validity in the short, medium and long term of the mandate of MULPOCs as spelt out

in its resolution 702 (XXV) recalled above and noting MULPOC activities towards the rationalization and

harmonization of subregional economic groupings as well as substantive support to the latter in the formulation

and implementation of their multisectoral programmes,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations General Assembly for measures already taken

to strengthen the MULPOCs' capacity to adequately respond to the needs of their member States and their

intergovernmental organizations;

2. Supports efforts being deployed by the Executive Secretary to provide the MULPOCs with the

required critical staff and non-staff resources to enhance their effectiveness;

3. Further calls upon the General Assembly, within the framework of future budget provisions, to

supplement efforts made the Commission and member States in order to increase, as the sixteenth meeting of

the Conference had wished, the human and financial resources of the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres.
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9 (XV). The situation in the least developed countries

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the Programme of Action for the least developed countries for the 1990s adopted by the second

United Nations Conference on the least developed countries held in Paris from 3 to 14 September 1990,

Bearing in mind that two-thirds of the category of least developed countries are from the African

continent,

Noting with concern that since the adoption of the Programme of Action in favour of the least developed

countries the socio-economic conditions in these countries continues to worsen, with possible further decline as

a result, inter alia, of the recently concluded Uruguay Round Agreements,

Recognizing that despite the painful reform efforts undertaken by the least developed countries, the

commitments by the development partners are yet to materialize,

Further recognizing the concern expressed over the situation in the least developed countries by the

Organization of African Unity Council of Ministers in its fifty-eighth session through CM/1459 adopted

consequently by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity during

its twenty-ninth session in Cairo, Egypt, on 28 and 30 June 1993,

1. Notes with concern the worsening in socio-economic situation of least developed countries, the

majority of which are in Africa;

2. Calls upon Africa's development partners to intensify their efforts towards the implementation

of the Paris Programme of Action in favour of the least developed countries;

3. Further calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa in cooperation with the Organization

of African Unity to continue to give special attention to the plight of these countries, especially in light of the

implications of the Uruguay Round Agreements on them and to monitor and intensify efforts in assessing the

situation in the least developed countries during the forthcoming review in 1995;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to submit a progress report on the

implementation of the Programme of Action, and of this resolution.
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10. (XV). Strengthening the operational capacity of the United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/202 on strengthening the operational capacity of the regional

economic commissions,

Noting with satisfaction the measures taken by the United Nations Secretary-General to strengthen the

economic and social role of the regional economic commissions within the Organization,

Encouraged by the emphasis laid within the work programme of the Commission on operational activities

and the new multi-disciplinary approach to programme activities,

Recalling in particular the urgent need for resources to enable the Commission to monitor and implement

the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s,

Considering that extrabudgetary resources account for a substantial share of the resources that the

Commission must have in order to implement its work programme,

Concerned by the alarming decline of the Commission's extrabudgetary resources in recent years,

Deploring the downward revision of the United Nations Development Programme's Regional Indicative

Planning Figure for Africa,

Noting with regret that the resources reserved for Africa by the European Union for regional project

implementation under the Lome Convention have only been partly used,

1. Appeals to all bilateral and international partners that currently assist the Commission or intend

to do so, in particular member countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the

League of Arab States and their cooperation agencies to work further at strengthening their cooperation with the

Commission by financing its subregional and regional projects and programmes;

2. Also makes a special appeal to the European Union to facilitate the access of African States and

their intergovernmental organizations to those resources reserved for the financing of regional projects;
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3. Invites African member States to give further support fo subregional and regional programmes,

particularly through the allocation of domestic resources and by earmarking a percentage of the national

indicative planning figures provided to them by the United Nations Development Programme;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to take all the steps necessary to implement this resolution and

to report thereon to the next meeting of the Conference of Ministers.



E/ECA/CM.20/37

Annex I

Page 23

r the, second Industrial Development
11 (XV). Implementation of th

Aftira (1993-2002?

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/177 on the adoption of the programme for the second

industrial Development Decade for Africa and the call made therein to the African countries and the international

community to take concrete steps to ensure the full and successful implementation of the new Decade,

Killing further resolution GC.4/8 of the General Conference of the United Nations Industrial

Development Organization on the second Decade which, interjlia, requested the Director-General to prov.de

increased assistance to African countries and their subregional organizations for the implementation of their

national and subregional programmes for the second Decade,

Mindful of its resolution 739 (XXVII) requesting the Executive Secretary of the Commission to assist

African countries in the implementation of their national and subregional programmes for the second Decade,

Conscious of the crucial role that can be played by the private sector, local entrepreneurship and women

in the accelerated development of industrialized countries and newly industrialized countries,

Reaffirming the primary responsibility of the African countries in the implementation of the programme

for the second Decade and the need for a substantial flow of technical and financial resources from the

international community towards the industrialization of Africa and in particular the implementation of the

programme for the new Decade,

Farther reaffirming the need for coordination and harmonization of the activities of the second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa and the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade m

Africa,

1 Calls unon all African countries to take concrete policy, institutional and other measures to

ensure full implementation of their national and subregional programmes for the second Industrial Development

Decade for Africa including the establishment of an enabling environment for the development of the private

sector and the attraction of substantial financial and technical resources for investment in the pnonty areas of

the programme for the second Decade;

■ Eleventh meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry, 31 May - 3 June 1993.
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2. Calls upon Africa's development partners and development finance institutions particularly the

African Development Bank, the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, the Islamic

Development Bank, the Arab Bank for the Economic Development of Africa and African subregional banks and

funds to allocate substantial resources to the implementation of the programme of the second Decade at the

national and subregional levels;

3. Calls upon African countries which have not yet done so to establish national coordinating

committees for the second Decade, take full account of the priorities of the second Decade in policy and

programme formulation for the industrial sector including ensuring that such programmes as structural

adjustment programmes do not adversely affect the implementation of the programme for the second Decade;

4. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to take

concrete steps to ensure that the programme for the second Decade and in particular, the Coordination Unit for

the Industrial Development Decade for Africa is provided with substantially increased human and financial

resources to enable it to support more effectively the implementation of the 50 national and four subregional

programmes for the second Decade;

5. Adopts the Plan of Action for the harmonization of the implementation of the second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa and the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in

Africa, taking into account the recommendations of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport,

Communications and Planning in their resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.93/89;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the Director-General of the United

Nations Industrial Development Organization to undertake concrete actions required for the harmonization of

the activities of the second Industrial Development Decade and the second Transport and Communications

Decade according to the Plan of Action in consultation with the Organization of African Unity, the African

Development Bank and other relevant organizations;

7. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and

the Executive Secretary of the Commission to accord high priority to the development of the private sector, the

participation of women and the utilization of African consultants in their activities related to the second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa;

8. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and

the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in cooperation with the Secretary-General of the Organization of

African Unity, to take concrete steps for the promotion of the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa

at the international level and the mobilization of financial and technical resources for the new Decade, the
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implementation of Agenda 21, the review of the implications for African countries' industrialization efforts to

the Uruguay Round and the fundamental changes at the international level;

9 Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to

ensure that all opportunities are used to mobilize financial resources for the second Decade programme;

10 Atmeals to the General Assembly to allocate increased resources to the Commission to enable

it to support African countries in their efforts towards the establishment of the second Industrial Development

Decade1 Africa more effectively, especially the activities of the Committee of Ten at regional subregiona,

and national level;

11 Requests the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and

the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report jointly on the implementation of the present resolution to

the Conference at its next meeting.
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12 (XV). Development of the private sector for the accelerated implementation of the programme

for the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa and bevond9

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolution All ill of 22 December 1992 adopting the programme for the

second Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Cognizant of the need to ensure full participation of all agents of production, services and distribution

in the Decade for its successful implementation,

Noting that the private sector has played a fundamental role in the economic and industrial development

of advanced and newly industrialized countries,

Conscious that the development of the private sector has played a fundamental role in the economic and

industrial development of advanced and newly industrialized countries,

Conscious that the rehabilitation and revitalization of industry and the development of the private sector,

African entrepreneurship small-scale industry development and the adaption of private sector development

policies is crucial to industrialization, integration and overall economic growth of Africa,

Aware of the role of the market economy in fostering the growth of African private entrepreneurship,

1. Calls upon African countries to adopt concrete measures to create and sustain an enabling

environment which would foster the development of the private sector and African entrepreneurship including

the promotion of the role of women in the industrial development in Africa;

2. Calls further upon African Governments to provide full material, technical and financial and

institutional support for the establishment of the small- and medium-scale industries as a means of laying the

foundation of industrialization in Africa;

3. Calls upon the African Development Bank and other subregional/regional financial and banking

institutions to provide increased resources to the African private sector in particular to African industrial

entrepreneurs;

9 Eleventh meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry, 31 May - 3 June 1993.
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4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa and the Director-

General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to provide African countries with increased

support for the development of their private sector;

5 Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the Director-General of the

United Nations Industrial Development Organization to report on the implementation of this resolution to the

Conference at its next meeting.
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13 (XV). Development of basic industries for the structural transformation of African

economies10

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1992/44 of 22 December 1992 which adopted the programme

for the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling further its resolution 572 (XXVIII) which called upon African countries to create an enabling

environment for industrial investment to promote the implementation of the programme of the second Decade,

Bearing in mind the major objectives of the mandate of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry

in accelerating the pace of industrialization in the region through the harmonization of industrial policies and

strategies of member States and of relevant intergovernmental organizations as well as in defining an African

common position in international negotiations on industrialization,

Mindful of the Lagos Plan of Action, the Final Act of Lagos and their provisions on collective self-

reliance and self-sustained development,

Conscious of the central role of industrialization in the socio-economic transformation of Africa,

Fullv aware of the serious structural weaknesses and vulnerability of the African economy,

Nothing with great concern the trends in the world towards the creation of economic blocs,

Conscious of the urgent need for Africa to establish larger and consolidated economic spaces through

economic cooperation and industrial integration in line with Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic

Community,

Convinced that basic industries are the key to Africa's economic transformation and the attainment of

self-reliance given their backward and forward linkages with all industrial subsectors of metallurgical,

engineering, chemical and agro-industries with other economic sectors,

Aware that basic industries require massive capital outlay and larger markets beyond the capacity of

individual African countries and can therefore be most optimally established through subregional and regional

cooperation arrangements of multinational/transnational industrial enterprises,

10
Eleventh meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry, 31 May - 3 June 1993.
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Taking into account the existence of abundant natural resources in a number of African countries,

1. Calls upon African countries to take concrete measures to establish multinational industrial

enterprises in the area of basic industries, namely metallurgical, engineering, chemical and other basic industries

through bilateral, subregional and regional cooperation;

2. Calls upon African Governments to mobilize and pull their resources in a collective endeavour

to establish and sustain basic industries, especially within the framework of subregional development

organizations and economic communities such as the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African

States, the Southern African Development Community, the Economic Community of West African States, the

Economic Community of Central African States, the Arab Maghreb Union, the Economic Community of the

Great Lakes Countries, the Central African Customs and Economic Union and the Kagera Basin Organization;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation with

the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the Secretary-General of the

Organization of African Unity and the President of the African Development Bank, to undertake the necessary

follow-up actions in promoting Africa's basic industries particularly the national and subregional projects

contained in the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the General-Director of the United

Nations Industrial Development Organization to hold consultative meetings of sponsoring countries and

organizations with indigenous and external potential investors as well as African and non-African financial

institutions for the purposes of identifying, formulating, undertaking feasibility studies and financing of specific

bankable projects with basic industries;

5. Requests the African Development Bank and other subregional/regional funding institutions to

cooperate with African Governments in mobilizing internal and external resources in order to finance basic

industries and to assist African countries by funding subregional projects in basic industries under its resources

reserved for subregional programmes;

6. Invites the private sector to participate with the support of the African Development Bank and

other subregional/regional financial institutions in setting up basic industries in Africa;

7. Appeals to the donor community to assist African countries to establish basic industries through

the provision of financial resources and joint ventures.
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14 (XV). The Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations11

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of the African Unity

on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations adopted in Abuja, Nigeria in June 1991,

Further recalling its declaration on the implications of the Uruguay Round of negotiations on Africa's

trade adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in May 1993,

Taking note of the current status of the Uruguay Round and the impact of the emerging results on their

trade prospects and development in general,

Concerned that the remaining outstanding issues of major interest to Africa particularly market access,

concessions in tropical agricultural and manufactured products as well as natural resource-base products are the

most decisive for achieving a balance outcome of the Uruguay Round,

Aware of the great challenges that will face African countries in terms of the necessary legal and policy

adaptation that this will entail,

Taking note of the technical assistance provided to the African participants in the Round by the

Economic Commission for Africa, the Organization of African Unity, the United Nations Conference on Trade

and Development, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and other organizations,

1 • Adopts the Tunis Declaration on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations;

2. Invites the Chairman of the Conference of the African Ministers of Trade to transmit the

Declaration to all participants of the Uruguay Round through the Trade Negotiation Committee;

3. Calls upon the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in the framework of the

African multilateral trade negotiations, and in collaboration with the Economic Commission for Africa and the

Organization of African Unity, to assist African countries to adequately prepare for the evaluation of the results

called for in Section Nine of the Punta Del Este Ministerial Declaration;

4 Further calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission, the Secretary-General of the

Organization of African Unity, the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

11 Twelfth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, 22-24 October 1993.
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Development, the Director-General of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the Executive Director

of the International Trade Centre to elaborate a programme of technical assistance to African countries to

respond to the needs of the post-Uruguay Round period aimed at:

(a) Assisting African countries in the implementation of the Uruguay Round results;

(b) Strengthening African countries' trading capacity and competitiveness in order to take advantage

of trade opportunities arising from multilateral trade liberalization;

(c) Assisting these countries to be better prepared for future trade negotiations envisaged in some

of the Uruguay Round agreements and in defining the objectives of and participation in the negotiations of a new

trade agenda;

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission to strengthen the relevant structures of

the Commission in order to assist member States to adapt their economies to the new developments in

international trade that the Uruguay Round entails;

6. Invites donor countries and the United Nations Development Programme to provide financial

support to enable African countries to cope with the post-Uruguay Round period;

7. Agrees that an international conference should be organized in Tunis, under the auspices of the

Commission, in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity, the United Nations Conference on Trade

and Development, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the International Trade Centre on technical

assistance to African countries, with the aim of enabling the adaptation of their economies to the new

international trade environment, and more particularly, to the outcome of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral

Trade Negotiations.
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15 (XV). Africa and the crisis in international commodity agreements12

The Conference of Ministers,

Concerned about the prevailing situation in commodity prices of products of export interest to Africa

and the attendant effects on the export earnings of their countries,

Aware of the debilitating impact the progressive decline in commodity prices has had on economic

performance of African countries and their capacity to service external debt,

Further aware of the collapse of a number of international commodity agreements of interest to Africa

and the prolonged and difficult negotiations which have taken place to find successor agreements to a number

of these agreements,

Convinced that a number of these international commodity agreements might not be successfully

negotiated,

Noting with interest the establishment of a Coffee Retention Plan by coffee growers within the

framework of South-South cooperation as a mechanism for managing coffee supplies and for stabilizing world

coffee prices,

1. Urges African countries to strengthen their cooperative efforts in negotiations for successor

agreements to major international agreements;

2. Calls upon African countries to evaluate and analyze the applicability of the principles of the

Coffee Retention Plan to other commodities exported by Africa;

3- Invites the Common Fund for Commodities, the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group, the

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and other

relevant institutions to provide financial and other assistance to help African countries to diversify their

economies;

4- Further calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the

Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, the President of the African Development Bank and the

Managing Director of the Common Fund for Commodities to assist African countries in effectively dealing with

the problems of declining prices and in improving their productivity, diversification and access to markets.

12 Twelfth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, 22-24 October 1993.
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16 (XV). Promotion and expansion of intra-African trade13

The Conference of Ministers-

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act adopted by the extraordinary session of the

Assembly of African Heads of State and Government in April 1980,

Taking cognizance of the Treaty establishing the African Economic Commimity adopted by the Assembly

of African Heads of State and Government in Abuja, Nigeria in June 1991,

Aware that the strengthening and expansion of intra-African trade can contribute to the socio-economic

development of our countries,

Concerned about the prevailing economic situation in Africa and the small share of intra-African trade

in its total trade,

Considering that despite the adoption of programmes of trade liberalization schemes within existing

subregional groupings, their impact on intra-African trade still remains insignificant,

Acknowledging that the considerable potential which many African countries have for processing raw

materials remains under-utilized,

Noting that the sixth All-Africa Trade Fair which took place in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in 1992 constituted

an important event for promoting intra-African trade,

Convinced that the first Afro-Arab Trade Fair organized in Tunis in October 1993 will give impetus to

the growth of intra-African trade,

Recognizing that African countries continually make great efforts to promote and expand intra-African

trade,

Noting with satisfaction the project for the creation of an African Export-Import Bank for financing

trade,

13 Twelfth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, 22-24 October 1993.
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1. Calls upon African countries to implement measures designed to encourage intra-African trade

and subregional groupings to harmonize their investment and trade policies, including the progressive reduction

of tariff and non-tariff barriers;

2. Urges African countries to transform, as much as possible, their raw materials through

processing in order to increase value added to their exports and to explore opportunities for exchange of goods

as a way for temporarily alleviating their balance-of-payments difficulties;

3. Calls upon African countries to take the necessary measures to encourage South-South

cooperation in the service sector, to allow African enterprises to profit from the African expertise acquired in

this area;

4. Further calls upon African countries to participate actively in the preparatory stages of the

seventh All-Africa Trade Fair and possibly provide financial support to the organizers of this event;

5. Recommends to African Governments that they facilitate the active participation of their

respective business communities at the All-Africa Trade Fairs and other international exhibitions, in order to

expand African trade;

6. Further recommends the periodic organization of the Afro-Arab Trade Fair as an effective

instrument for promoting trade;

7. Requests the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the

secretariats of the Organization of African Unity and the African Development Bank, to study the establishment

of a network of trade and economic data, for the gathering and dissemination of business opportunities and for

development of partnership between African economic operators;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in collaboration with the Secretary-General

of the Organization of African Unity, the President of the African Development Bank and the secretariats of

subregional groupings to continue to assist member States in promoting and expanding intra-African trade and

South-South trade.
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17 (XV). Strategies for Revitalization. Recovery and Growth of Africa's Trade in the 1990s and

Beyond14

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the Strategies for Revitalization, Recovery and Growth of Africa's Trade in the 1990s and

Beyond adopted at the special session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade held in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia in December 1990,

Noting that the critical economic situation prevailing in the majority of African countries has militated

against implementation of many of the decisions adopted in the Strategies,

Convinced that the Strategies remain a valid and an important framework for revitalizing Africa's

domestic, intra-African and external trade,

1. Invites the Follow-up Committee to carry out its mandate;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to provide to the said

Committee the required technical support;

3. Calls upon African countries to implement the policies and measures contained in the Strategies;

4. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report to the next Conference

of African Ministers of Trade on progress made in the implementation of the said Strategies.

14 Twelfth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, 22-24 October 1993.
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18 (XV). Science and technology for development15

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its resolution 738 (XXVII) regarding the possibility of establishing a ministerial conference

on science and technology,

Recalling also its resolution 509 (XIX) on strengthening of African capabilities in science and

technology,

Recognizing the need for member States to develop their science and technology resources including

means for evaluating their efforts in this regard,

1. Welcomes its resolution 757 (XXVIII) of 4 May 1993 on the restructuring of the

intergovernmental machinery of the Commission which established an African Regional Conference on Science

and Technology by upgrading the existing Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Science and Technology

Development;

2. Calls upon the General Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity to bring the issue of the

establishment of the African Regional Conference to the attention of the Council of Ministers, with a view to

supporting the objective of the Conference as indicated in its resolution 757 (XXVIII);

3. Urges that ministers responsible for science and technology should show their commitment by

actively participating in the African Regional Conference on Science and Technology;

4. Requests the Commission, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, in collaboration

with other relevant agencies, to develop and recommend mechanisms, including science and technology

indicators for evaluating the developments and management of science and technology in the member States.

15 Eighth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Science and Technology

Development, 22-26 November 1993.
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19 (XV). Impact of devaluations on the African economies16.17

The Conference of Ministers.

Aware of the need for African countries to adopt appropriate macroeconomic policies needed to create

an enabling environment for sustainable development, including appropriate exchange rate policies,

Taking note of the uncoordinated currency devaluations in the continent and more specifically of the

recent devaluation of the CFA franc,

Concerned about the adverse economic and social effects of sharp and drastic currency devaluations on

African countries of the region and on their prospects for economic growth,

Further aware that such devaluations are no panacea in the search for solutions to the economic problems

of African countries,

Aware of the negative impact of uncoordinated devaluation on intra-regional cooperation and integration,

1. Urges the African countries to devise measures that would guarantee the stability of their

currencies and coordinately use more appropriate exchange rate management policies and techniques providing

incentives for the effective mobilization and use of resources and enhanced competitiveness;

2. Calls upon the international community to assist in mitigating the socio-economic impact of

recent brusque and massive devaluations in the continent including the devaluation of the CFA franc;

3. Further calls upon the creditors of African countries concerned to provide adequate debt relief

within the framework of development assistance so as to enable countries concerned to mitigate the impact of

the debt-service burden on their development programmes;

4. Invites the multilateral institutions, especially the International Monetary Fund and the World

Bank, to critically examine the efficacy of abrupt and drastic devaluations in African countries, in the light of

structural rigidities in the economies in the continent and particularly the continuing decline in prices of

commodity exports of interest to Africa; and to adopt effective measures for coping with these problems;

16 Fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, 1-2 March 1994.

17 Adopted with Senegal's reservations.
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5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the President of

the African Development Bank and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, working in

collaboration with other organizations, to undertake a critical evaluation of the impact of the recent currency

devaluations in the continent including that of the CFA franc on the African countries and to propose appropriate

measures for avoiding such adverse effects.
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20 (XV). Establishment of an AfrftaTi Monetary Fund18

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action, more particularly, the decision to create an African Monetary Fund,

Recalling also the establishment of the Enlarged Ministerial Committee of Libreville,

Taking note of the progress report on the establishment of an African Monetary Fund,

1. Reaffirms its commitment to work towards the effective establishment of the proposed African

Monetary Fund;

2. Mandates the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the President of the

African Development Bank, the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and the Director-General

of the African Centre for Monetary Studies to continue with the studies needed to bring the proposed African

Monetary Fund into being and to report the progress thereon to the sixth session of the Conference of African

Minister of Finance.

18 Fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, 1-2 March 1994.
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21 (xv)- Strengthening information systems for Africa's recovery and sustainable development9

The Conference of Ministers.

' • ; Convinced that information support is vital to Africa's recovery and sustainable development,

Concerned by the underdeveloped information and documentation sector in many African countries and

the inadequate financial and material resources available for its growth,

Welcoming General Assembly decision 48/453 of 21 December 1993 recommending the provision of

adequate staffing and resources for the Economic Commission for Africa subprogramme on information systems

development, beginning with the programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 1992/51 on the need to ground the Commission's

activities in sound data and information system and 1993/67 of 30 July 1993 on the Commission's

subprogramme in information systems development,

Recalling its resolutions 716 (XXVII) of April 1992 on implementing an integrated approach to

development information and 766 (XXVIII) of April 1993 on strengthening development information systems

for regional cooperation and integration in Africa,

Appreciative of the continuing support given by the International Development Research Centre as well

as new support from the Government of the Netherlands and the Carnegie Corporation of New York to the Pan-

African Development Information System's activities to strengthen the information capabilities of member States,

Appreciative ajso of the approval of the Council of Ministers of the African, Caribbean and Pacific

group of the project "Information Technology for Africa" for further consideration by the European Union in

the framework of the Lome IV Convention,

Bearing in mind the need to strengthen the Commission's subregional development information centres

as information support for subregional economic cooperation and integration,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts being made by the Commission's development information system

in the delivery of technical assistance to member States and the large number of requests pending in this area,

19 Eighth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers and Information
Scientists, 21-26 March 1994. ,....•:.-.. ,
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Noting with further satisfaction the full incorporation of the activities on information system development

into the programme budget of the Commission,

Noting, however, with concern that the Commission has had regular budget activities in this area since

1984 without resources being provided for them,

Aware of the decreasing availability of extrabudgetary resources for implementation and utilization of
*

development information systems and technology,

Noting with grave concern the precarious financial situation of the Commission's activities in this area

to meet the important needs of its member States and the urgency to end its reliance on extrabudgetary sources

of funding,

1. Appeals to member States to recognize the vital importance of developing their information

sector by:

(a) Adopting national information and informatics policies;

(b) Providing sufficient resources in the national budget for the essential growth of this area;

2. Urges member States to approve the utilization of new technology for electronic communication

in order to permit Africa's full access to the global information highway;

3. Further urges member States to formulate their needs for technical assistance in information

systems development by:

(a) Giving priority to information systems development in the use of their United Nations

Development Programme Country Indicative Planning figures (IPFs), utilizing the Technical Support Services

(TSS) mechanism where applicable;

(b) Considering development information activities in their pledges to the United Nations Trust Fund

for African Development;

(c) Using, where appropriate, the financial provisions under the Lome IV convention for this

purpose;
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4. Urgently appeals to tke European Union to consider favourably the Pan-African Development

Information System project approved by the African, Caribbean and Pacific group Council of Ministers and

submitted to it for funding;

5 ■ Calls upon the donor community to support both national initiatives as well as the Commission's

activities to strengthen development information capabilities in the Africa region;

6. Approves the outline of the work programme for 1995-1996 in information systems development,

while urging the Commission to continue its leadership role in the area of information systems and sciences,

information technology, and telematics in order to support Africa's efforts for sustainable development;

7. Encourages the Commission through its information systems development activities to facilitate

intra-African information exchange as support for regional economic integration by developing norms and

standards , in collaboration with other relevant technical organizations, for information compatibility and

promoting their use;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to allocate additional section 20 resources

to the subprogramme on statistical and information systems development in accordance with the recommendation

of the Second Committee (A/C.2/48/L.50/Rev.l);

9. Also requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to seek additional resources through

voluntary contributions for the Commission's subregional development information centres in the framework

of the subprogramme on statistical and information systems development;

10. Requests the General Assembly, within the spirit of decision 48/453 adopted and in view of the

importance of development information systems for Africa's development, to authorize the creation of three

professional posts at P3, P4 and P5 levels and four local level posts, to permit the delivery of programmed

activities of the Commission's subprogramme on information systems development beginning with its 1994-1995

programme budget.
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22 (XV). Capacity building for statistical development in Africa20

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its resolution 683 (XXV) of May 1990 on the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical

Development in Africa in the 1990s,

Further recalling its resolution 734 (XXVII) of April 1992 on implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan

of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s,

Noting with satisfaction the initiative that has been taken by the Coordinating Committee on African

Statistical Development in promoting statistical development in the countries of the region through capacity

building in areas of organization and management of national statistical systems, research in methods and

standards and data sources, data processing and statistical training,

Further noting that these are the principal aspects of statistical development in which capacity needs

urgently to be further and significantly enhanced at the national, subregional and regional levels to successfully

achieve the objectives of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action,

Recalling the concern of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers at

its eighth session on the drastic reduction of available resources and the need for additional resources to enhance

capacity building at the national, subregional and regional levels to achieve objectives of the Addis Ababa Plan

of Action,

1. Urges African Governments to vigorously implement actions to be taken at the national level

as recommended in the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s;

2. Urges both the multilateral and bilateral donor agencies bearing interest in capacity building in

Africa to:

(a) Provide further support at the national, subregional and regional levels to facilitate the work of

the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development; and

20 Eighth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers and Information
Scientists, 21-26 March 1994.
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(b) Recognize that the need to build capacity at the regional level in the Economic Commission for

Africa - as the regional organization with a mandate for the promotion of statistical development - is as

important as the promotion of capacity at the national level;

3. Further urges the United Nations Development Programme to:

(a) Provide requisite catalytic support to the Commission to supplement its resources to facilitate

the work of the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development and help countries in identifying

resource constraints to the promotion of statistical development and enhancement of requisite capacity at the

national level; and

(b) Make it possible for the Commission to support statistical institutions in the countries in

accessing the technical support that the United Nations Development Programme is able to provide through its

TSS1 and TSS2 modalities of technical cooperation.
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23 (XV). Change of name of the African Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW)

to African Centre for Women (ACW)21

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its resolution 269 (XII) which endorsed the establishment of an African Training and Research

Centre for Women within the Economic Commission for Africa with a view to facilitating the improvement of

the socio-economic conditions of women in Africa and enhancing their contribution to the overall development
of the continent,

Further recalling subsequent resolutions which recognized the central role of African women in the

development of the continent more especially in the rural areas where the majority of the population live,

Considering the increase in women's concerns due to the increasing scarcity of productive resources,

the worsening of the physical and socio-economic environment, the spread of destructive wars and conflicts and
the feminization of poverty,

Conscious tot women constitute a valuable pool of human resources for the socio-economic recovery

and development of Africa and that there is need for the regional focal point to facilitate the empowerment of

African women for their effective participation in all sectors of development,

Recognizing the importance of reinforcing the role and visibility of African women at all levels

particularly in the political and economic spheres and the need to ensure the impact of the beneficiaries
development programmes,

Recognizing forther with satisfaction the pioneering and key role played by the African Training and

Research Centre for Women in raising awareness of policy-makers and all development agents on gender issues

in formulation and monitoring of strategies aimed at enhancing the role of African women in development as'
well as in institutional and capacity building towards total advancement of African women,

Considering the importance of communicating this all-embracing role of the Centre on gender issues
through its name,

1 • Recommends that the African Training and Research Centre for Women changes its name to "the

African Centre for Women" in order to adequately reflect the scope of its activities including monitoring changes
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in the trends of socio-economic development; ensuring that African women concerns are adequately addressed;

and designing and implementing programmes for the 'advancement of women in line with the Nairobi Forward-

looking Strategies, the Abuja Declaration on Participatory Development: the Role of Women in the 1990s; the

System-wide Medium-term Plan on the Advancement of Women and any other relevant policy framework;

2. Requests the African Centre for Women to intensify its working relationship with Government

machineries in charge of the advancement of women and to work closely with non-governmental organizations

in order to ensure greater impact at the grassroots level in line with ^provisions of the African Charter for

Popular Participation in Development and Transformation;

3. Urges member States and the international community to continue to give their full support to
the Centre;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to make every effort to strengthen the

Centre with a view to enhancing its effectiveness and efficiency as the overall regional structure in charge of
the advancement of women in Africa.
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24 (XV). An integrated approach to women's empowerment: The Kampala Action Plan on

Women and Peace: Violation of women's human rights: and women's economic

empowerment22

The Conference of Ministers.

The Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace

Taking into account the Arusha Strategies for the Advancement of Women in Africa which call for

special attention to refugee and displaced women; the Abuja Declaration on Participatory Development: The

Role of African Women in the 1990s; and the rights of children as articulated in the United Nations Children's

Charter,

Considering that despite the basic strategies for peace set up in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies

for the Advancement of Women, the threat to peace continues to be a major obstacle to human progress, and

specifically to the advancement of women,

Taking into account the disproportionate share of national resources spent on armaments and defence

in comparison to what is directed to socio-economic activities,

In view of the breakdown of traditional mechanisms for resolving conflict and protecting women and

children and the destructive nature of militaristic conflicts and their devastating effects on women and children,

Considering that peace education is a life-long process based on the concept of partnership between men

and women and advocates the necessity for eradicating all types of violence in society at familial and community

levels,

In view of the limited presence of women in decision-making positions at various fora where issues

concerning their lives are addressed, decided upon and policy formulated:

.23
1. Resolve to adopt the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace;

2. Strongly urges African Governments, non-governmental organizations, women, grass-roots,

youth, United Nations agencies and other international organizations to participate actively in the implementation

22 Fifteenth meeting of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in

Development, 20-22 March 1994.

23 E/ECA/ATRCW/ARCC.XV/94/7, April 1994.
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of the Kampala Action Plan by setting aside resources for its implementation and setting up mechanisms; for

monitoring programmes and activities in this regard on a regular basis;

3. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa to ensure that the concerns of the Kampala Action

Plan are incorporated in the Africa Platform for Action of the fifth Regional Conference on Women which

should eventually be an input into the global Platform for Action of the fourth World Conference on Women;

4- Requests the Commission, working in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity, to

report to it every three years on the implementation of the Kampala Action Plan;

Violation of women's human rights

Taking into account the slow rate of ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and other relevant legal mechanisms,

Noting with concern that the development of women is often constrained by a pervasive negative

environment at personal, family, community and societal levels due to various socio-culrural practices and laws

inimicV to their advancement, all of which have far-reaching socio-psychological as well as economic and legal

implications,

Considering the monumental loss to society when more than half of its population does not contribute

fully to its development due to the stumbling blocks referred to above,

Desirous that women should break out of the psychological, socio-cultural and legal mould that

contribute towards the status quo by limiting their contribution to their personal development and that of society

in general,

Recognizing the need to empower women to take full control of their lives as autonomous self-directing

beings in all aspects of their lives,

1. Urges the Economic Commission for Africa, working in collaboration with the Organization of

African Unity, to facilitate the organization of national, subregional and regional training seminars as well as

any other appropriate activities to sensitize national governments, institutions, non-governmental organizations

and the general public oh the socio-culturaMegal realities in which women live and their socio-psychological

as well as legal implications in the context of their human rights, with a view to creating a positive, enabling

environment conducive to their full development and safety;
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2. Calls upon governments to enact laws and other legal instruments that guarantee safety from

violence on the individual woman and in families while revising those that might work against this principle;

ensure the prosecution of offenders in this context; and identify and legislate against cultural practices that

reinforce physical and psychological oppression of women;

3. Requests the Commission to incorporate these views in the regional report of the fifth Regional

Conference on Women;

4. Urges governments, non-governmental organizations and international organizations to facilitate

the implementation of this resolution by availing resources to this end;

5. Requests the Commission to report on the implementation of this resolution to it every two years;

Economic empowerment of women

Taking note of the conclusions and recommendations of the feasibility study on the establishment of an

African bank for women or an appropriate financial intermediary that would facilitate access of credit to women,

Encouraged by the increasing attention accorded to the enhancement of the entrepreneurial spirit of

African women through the establishment of national associations of women entrepreneurs and the African

Federation of Women Entrepreneurs in accordance with the Commission resolutions 736 (XXVII) and 753

(XXVm) on economic empowerment of women,

Taking into account women's lack of access to credit and other resources necessary for their economic

advancement,

Considering the need to empower women politically and economically through education and information

to equip them for the challenges ahead,

guessing the need to generate more economic opportunities for women so that they can benefit fully

from the recently operational African Economic Community and other regional and global developments,

1. Enforses the recommendations for the establishment of a financial institution specialized in

women's needs;

2. Requests the Commission, working in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity, the

African Development Bank and other relevant institutions, to complete the final study on the practical modalities

for setting up the financial institution and to ensure its establishment and take-off;
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3. Exhorts member States to take the necessary legislative, monetary and banking measures to

facilitate the promotion of women's entrepreneurship at the national, subregional and regional levels;

4. Calls upon the Commission, the Organization of African Unity, the African Development Bank

and the World Bank to give full support to the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs;

5. Requests the Commission to report to the next Conference on the implementation of this

resolution.



E/ECA/CM.20/37

Annex II

DECISIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE

TECHNICAL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR

ADOPTION BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS



E/ECA/CM.20/37

Annex II

Dec.l (XV) Revised mandate of the Joint Conference of African Planners. Statisticians and Demographers

The Conference of Ministers,

Approves the amendments to the terms of reference of the Joint Conference of Planners, Statisticians,
Demographers and Information Scientists as follows:

(a) The Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers (JCPSD) should be
changed to: Conference ofAfrican Planners. Statisticians. Population and Information Specmfi

acting within the framework of the policies and procedures of the United Nations and subject to the general

supervision of the Economic Commission for Africa, shall, providing that the Conference takes no action with

respect to any country without the agreement of the Government of that country:

(i) Serve as a forum for examining progress and problems in the fields of African planning,

statistics, population and information science and take action to ensure their

development in the light of the general principles of self-reliance and technical

cooperation among countries of the region;

It is suggested that the following paragraph (la) should be added:

^ Serve as a forum to exchange experiences and keep abreast of new developments in the

areas of planning, statistics, population and information, science-

(iii) EstabUsh arrangements for the improvement of all aspects of methodologies, norms and

standards and practice in thejfe fields under African conditions;

It is suggested that the following paragraph:

(iv) Coordinate the training programmes for and promote the training of the necessary

African personnel in planning, statistics and demography1;

be amended to read:

and Phn^nn"™ ^"f°f* re»j" tbe statutes of the African Institute for Economic Development
and Planning (IDEP) which shall be exercised by the Committee of Planners established in paragraph 4 of the
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Review the relevance of resional trainins prosrammes to the needs of the countries of

the region and promote the trainins of the necessary African personnel in plannins.

statistics, population and information science:

and the following paragraph:

(v) Collaborate with the secretariat in evaluating economic, social, demographic conditions

in the region to assist in formulating appropriate strategies and monitoring their

implementation;

be amended to read:

Collaborate with the secretariat in evaluating economic and social conditions in the

resion. to assist in formulating and monitorine development strategies andprosrammes.

(vi) Conduct its operations in collaboration with other relevant bodies and international

agencies, (no change);

(b) The members of the Conference shall be the government officials in charge of the national

planning, statistical and population agencies, information/documentation institutions of the member States of the

Economic Commission for Africa, or their representatives. Representation of all other Governments and bodies

shall follow the same rules as for sessions of the Economic Commission for Africa;

(c) The Conference shall meet once every two years and shall report on its sessions to the

Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa;

(d) Work at sessions of the Conference shall be organized in plenary meetings and in committees.

A joint report on plenary and committee meetings shall be agreed at a final plenary meeting of each session of

the Conference;

(e) At the beginning of each session, the Conference shall elect a Chairperson, two Vice-

Chairpersons, and a Rapporteur. At the beginning of its meeting each committee shall appoint its Chairperson,

a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur;

(f) Member States and agencies shall bear the cost of their attendance at the sessions of the

Conference;
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(g) Except as provided for herein, the Rules of Procedure of the Economic Commission for Africa

shall, where relevant, apply to the sessions of the Conference.

Dec. 2 (XV) Programme of work of the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development

. 1994-1996

The Conference of Ministers.

Approves the programme of work and budget (1994-1996) for the African Centre of Meteorological

Applications for Development as follows:

Programme of work of the African Centre of Meteorological

Applications for Development (ACMADt. 1994-1996

(a) Orientation

The African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development programme document which was

developed earlier (1989) is still valid as a long-term objective.

The long-term objective of ACMAD, as given in the constitution and reflected in the programme

document, is to contribute to the socio-economic development of African countries through the use of

meteorological products and the creation of a new meteorological assistance system for the sustainable

development of the region, with the view to:

(a) Mitigate the effects of droughts and other weather-related disasters;

(b) Promote activities leading to an improved knowledge ofweather and climate anomalies in Africa

as they affect the socio-economic development process;

(c) Promote the use of renewable energy sources as well as water resources management; and

(d) conserve, by rational use and management, the natural resources of African countries.

To achieve these long-term objectives, a number of immediate objectives were formulated on the

assumption that the member States of ACMAD would bear costs that are necessary for the day-to-day runmng
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of the Centre while recourse would be made to the international community and other Africa's development

partners for support in the major capital investments and infrastructure.

With the financial and human resources contributions from member States, the support of some donors

and partners and the sponsorship from the United Nations specialized institutions like ECA, WMO, UNEP and

FAO, the Centre has been operating now for two years and has carried out useful work in the areas of:

(a) The production of medium-range weather forecasts;

(b) On-the-job-training in new techniques and technologies in the field of meteorology;

(c) Climate impact study in Africa within the framework of the AMCEN climatology network (first

multidisciplinary activity).

However, more regular resources are needed to implement fully the initial work programme mainly in

the field of applied meteorology for a sustainable development. To be in a position to secure more funds from

the member States and the world community, it is now imperative to develop a medium-term (three years)

programme of work that will further respond to the pressing needs of the African community. The programme

should be tailored to the immediate needs of the end-users at the community and grass-roots levels. The

immediate and long-term objectives of ACMAD are still valid. However, they need to be prioritized and phased

as the potential resources of the Centre dictate. In selecting the priority objectives to be addressed, it is

important to emphasize the applications aspects of the Centre, geared to stimulating activities in the main

development sectors such as agricultural production, water resources management, agro-pastoral activities,

renewable energy products, environment protection, natural disaster reduction and life and property protection.

Therefore, instead of revising the programme document, it was felt preferable to concentrate on short- and

medium-term tasks to be accomplished by the Centre.

(b) Future work programme (1994-1996^

With these guiding principles in mind, the programme for the triennium 1994-1996 will be oriented

towards the immediate objectives of establishing relevant facilities and regular climatic and meteorological data

and processed products to national and regional institutions, both government and non-governmental, which

would contribute, inter alia, to:

(a) Early-warning systems (crops, livestock, forestry, locusts);



E/ECA/CM.20/37

Annex II

Page 5

(b) Assessment and alleviation of the effects of drought, desertification, floods, tropical cyclones;

(c) The management of climate-related socio-economic activities such as agricultural production,

promotion of the use of renewable energy and improvement of water resource management;

(d) The conservation of the environment; and

(e) Capacity building for a sustainable development.

Main tasks

To achieve the immediate objectives outlined above, the following major tasks should, to the extent

possible, be carried out by ACMAD, in close collaboration with subregional, regional and global centres, with

the aim of avoiding duplication and making use of relevant existing products and developing new improved ones.

TqcIt 1
1 flfc-K , 1

To monitor climate variability and extreme weather events including drought, heat waves, wind and sand

storms, flash floods, tropical cyclones, on a continental scale.

Activities

(a) Develop and adapt a methodology for the evaluation of precipitation by satellite and

meteorological radars (production of software, calibration, training);

(b) Compile an inventory of documents available on extreme events studies and expertise available

in the continent (drought, tropical cyclones, etc.);

(c) Access climatic data bases required for the operation of the Centre;

(d) Identify and adapt existing statistical methods for the analysis of extreme climatic events;

(e) Carry out analysis of past events of climatic importance;

(f) Develop continental drought-monitoring methods and thresholds;
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(g) Prepare a Drought Watch Bulletin using, among others, methods developed under activity (d)

above and output from subregional, regional and global centres;

(h) Prepare and issue operational 10-day, monthly and seasonal climate diagnosis and anomalies

bulletins.

Task 2

Analysis, monitoring and forecasting of the weather producing systems on a continental level and for

long range.

Activities

(a) Collect and analyse real-time meteorological data on a day-to-day basis with a view to

monitoring the evolution of weather events over the continent;

(b) Develop methodologies and adapt model outputs for medium- and long-range weather forecasts

(outlooks) applicable for the continent;

(c) Compile various methods, techniques and models developed elsewhere and which are relevant

to the operation of the Centre and adapt those proved useful;

(d) Issue weather forecasts and outlook of 10 days, monthly and seasonal durations on a continental

level.

Developing methods and techniques for the application of weather and climate information and impact

assessment and transfer these technologies to regional, subregional and national institutions.

Activities

(a) Compile information on economic activities over the continent which require the use ofproducts

and services of the Centre;

(b) Compile catalogues of available data bases including meteorological, agromet, hydromet, etc.);
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(c) Apply the methodologies and techniques developed for impact assessment on relevant and

sensitive economic activities. Such application techniques include: i

(i) crop-weather models;

(U) weather-based crop-yield forecasting;

(iii) breeding and migration of locust;

(iv) water resources assessment and management;

(v) desertification monitoring and control. ,. ..;..■;

Carry out applied research and development studies in climatology and meteorology, and conduct

training relevant to the work of the Centre.

Activities

(a) Evaluate and promote new methodologies for the study of extreme events characteristics for use

in monitoring and forecasting;

(b) Carry out studies and investigations with a view to developing methods, techniques and models

for use by the operational units of the Goitre;

(c) Carry out environmental impact study of concern to the continent such as ozone, climate change,

drought and desertification, etc., and provide advice and guidance to members;

(d) Organize workshops, publish results and conduct training events on:

(i) Techniques in the analysis of climate parameters;

(ii) Techniques in the analysis and monitoring of drought;

(iii) Techniques in the analysis and forecasting of weather systems;
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(iv) Interpretation and application of the products issued and applied methodologies

developed by the Centre, etc.;

(v) Upgrade capabilities to deliver the ACMAD programme at the Centre and at relevant national

institutions.

(C) Strategy for the implementation of the. <iiigi?ested activities

Since ACMAD has also responsibility for capacity building and strengthening institutions, its success

will depend on the demand by users for its products.

The objective is for ACMAD to complement the activities of national meteorological services in order

to increase their contribution to national economic development. It i, also ACMAD's mandate to sensitize users

as to the relevance of the application of meteorological data and products to support socio-economic development

activities The awareness of this relevance by the different sectors will generate demands on the national

meteorological services and increase the demand for ACMAD products and services. Its network is made up

of two levels of users, the major users and the end-users. The major users include national meteorological

services regional and continental early-warning systems, regional meteorological centres, Umted Nations

specialized agencies and multinational institutions. The end-users are those for whom the meteorological

information would have to be processed further and.tailored to their needs at the national level by national

meteorological services. They include national policy and decision makers, government and private sectors

dealing with agriculture, water, environment, etc., and United Nations agencies and donors country

representatives and relevent non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

With this capacity-building strategy, cross-sectoral activities will be carried out with the major users and

with the relevant policy and decision makers, government ministries and NGOs. A multidisciplinary approach

will be used for on-the-job training, workshops, seminars and study tours in the timely apphcauon of ACMAD

products.

To implement the four tasks and the various activities under each task, the meeting recommended the

following:

(a) To recruit two experts for tasks 1 and 2 for two months each to develop the methodologies and

prepare sample products; WMO to assist;

(b) To recruit one expert for task 3 for one month; FAO/UNEP to assist;
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(c) To organize two expert meetings, one each for tasks 1 and 2 to review and contribute to the

methodologies developed by the experts. Experts from regional and advanced centres such as DMCs, ECMWF,

CAC, Australian Climate Centre, etc., should be invited to participate in these meetings;

(d) ECA to assist in the development of projects for donor assistance based on the four tasks;

(e) Nine professional staff are required to run the operations of the Centre, and these could be

recruited as resources are made available/included in the projects to be developed. The existing secondment

scheme should be continued;

(f) UNDP, ECA, WMO, UNEP and FAO should provide assistance in mobilizing financial

resources for the implementation and development of ACMAD's programme;

(g) Organize the second ACMAD's Partners Conference.

(d) Resource implications

To carry out the above activities within the framework of the strategies suggested, the immediate

recruitment of three specialized professional staff (team leaders) and an additional six specialized staff will be

required during the period of the current plan (1994-1996) (one expert for each of tasks 1, 2, 3 and 4, one for

planning and one for equipment and software maintenance and development).

(e) Institutional framework

For the activities of ACMAD to be continued and strengthened, links with relevant economic sectoral

Ministries, including Environment, should be added to the existing national meteo-service to ACMAD networks.

ACMAD should organize, jointly with the relevant institutions, seminars/workshops for staff from relevant

socio-economic sectoral Ministries. Other seminars/workshops should be organized to focus onNGOs, including

women groups particularly those involved in agricultural projects as well as journalists. Such seminar will

facilitate the dissemination and the proper use of ACMAD's products by the end-users (including fanners).
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR MAY 1994/APRIL 1995 - MAY 1995/APRIL 1996

OBJECT OF EXPENDITURE

10.00 PERSONNEL

10.01 Established staff

10.02 Temporary staff

10.03 Consultants

10.04 Administrative support

11.00 COMMON STAFF COSTS

12.00 TRAINING

13.00 TRAVEL TO MEETINGS

13.01 Staff travel to meetings
13.02 Board members travel to Board meetings

14.00 OFFICIAL MISSIONS

15.00 EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

15.01 Expendable equipment

15.02 Non-expendable equipment

15.03 Furniture

16.00 SUPPLIES

17.00 PRINTING

18.00 UTILITIES

19.00 TELECOMMUNICATION

20.00 RUNNING COSTS
20.01 Maintenance of office equipment

20.02 Maintenance of scientific equipment

20.03 Maintenance and running of vehicles

20.04 General maintenance

21.00 MISCELLANEOUS

21.01 Sundry

TOTAL

05/94-04/95

W/M Amount

$US

60

96

6

185,000

148,800

48,000

70,000

125,000

40,000

40,000

50,000

30,000

15,000

20,000

20,000

48,000

85,000

40,000

20,000

14,000

998,800

05/95-04/96

W/M Amount

$US

60

96

6

185,000

148,800

48,000

70,000

125,000

40,000

40,000

50,000

30,000

15,000

20,000

20,000

48,000

85,000

40,000

20,000

14,000

998,800

TOTAL

1994-1996

370,000

297,600

96,000

140,000

250,000

80,000

80,000

100,000

60,000

30,000

40,000

40,000

96,000

170,000

80,000

40,000

28,000

1,997,600
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

10.01 Established posts:

1994/95 1 Director General x 12 w/m = 12 x 45,000/y - 45,000

4 prof, staff x 12 w/m = 48 x 35,000/y = 140,000 Total 185,000
1995/96 1 Director General x 12 w/m = 12 x 45,000/y = 45,000

4 prof, staff x 12 w/m = 48 x 35,000/y = 140,000 Total 185,000

10.02 Temporary staff: Seconded national experts (who will run the Centre's operational activities) -payment
of living allowance and travel expenses as appropriate; technical support staff on temporary basis -
payment on a daily basis. They are responsible for maintenance of equipment and upkeep of premises.

10.03 Consultants: Resources persons (provide inputs into the Centre's programme) of daily subsistance
allowance (DSA) and air transportation : 12 RP/2 weeks for each.

10.04 General service staff:

1994/95 1 Administrative assistant/secretary, 1 Typist, 2 Drivers, 1 Guard, 1 Cleaner
1994/96 In addition in those in 1994/95, 1 Accountant, 1 Guard, 1 Librarian, 6 Technicians

11 -00 Common staff costs: Common staff costs will comprise post adjustement, housing allowance, education
grant, medical treatment, insurance, housing allowance for experts seconded from member States.

12.00 Training: Training of the users of ACMAD products.

13.00 TravelLto meetings: ACMAD Board meetings; meetings of relevant ECA legislative bodies; WMO
statutory meeting; relevant regional, subregional IGO meetings.

14.00 Travel on official business: Cost of staff travelling to (a) member States to deliver outputs of the work
of the Centre and raise financial resources and (b) donors to negotiate the financing of projects.

15-00 Equipment and furniture: Purchase of expendable and non-expendable equipment and furniture as well
as operational vehicles. It will also include the rental and maintenance of scientific equipment: cost of
maintenance and servicing of electronic equipment (including mainframe computers).

16.00 Supplies: Supplies and material: Office and operational units furniture (paper and toner for the
printers).

17.00 Printing: Acquisition of technical and scientific publications and books. Printing of meteorological
maps for the forecast Unit and publications of ACMAD products.

18.00 Utilities: Payment of the electricity and water bills, etc. :

19-00 Telecommunications: Cost of telephone, telex, fax and assigned telecommunication lines.

20.00 Runing costs: Petrol and lubricants: cost of fuel, servicing of the existing equipment, etc.

21.00 Miscellaneous: Sundry, cost of unexpected expenses, hospitality, taxes, receptions of visitors.
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Annex

RATIFICATION AND PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS

due from the ratification year and for the financial period 1989-1993 (status as at 30 April 1994)

Countries

1. Algeria

2. Angola

3. Benin

4. Botswana

5. Burkina Faso

6. Burundi

7. Cameroon

8. Cape Verde

9. Central African Rep.

10. Chad

11. Comoros

12. Congo

13. Djibouti

14. Egypt

15. Eq. Guinea

16. Ethiopia

17. Gabon

18. Gambia

19. Ghana

20. Guinea

21. Guinea-Bissau

22. Cdte d'lvoire

23. Kenya

24. Lesotho

25. Liberia

26. Libyan Arab Jam.

27. Madagascar

28. Mali

29. Malawi

30. Mauritania

31. Mauritius

32. Morocco

33. Mozambique

34. Niger

35. Nigeria

36. Rwanda

37. Sao Tome & Principe

38. Senegal

39. Seychelles

40. Sierra Leone

41. Somalia

42. Sudan

43. Swaziland

44. Togo

45. Tunisia

46. Uganda

47. Tanzania

48. Zaire

49. Zambia

50. Zimbabwe

51. Namibia

52. Eritrea

Annual amount

80,000

27,600

6,500

6,500

6,500

6,500

32,600

6,500

6,500

6,500

6,500

10,800

6,500

80,000

6,500

21,100

17,400

6,500

48,100

11,100

6,500

33,800

34,900

6,500

6,500

80,000

13,900

6,500

6,500

6,500

6,500 ,

20,900

16,300

8,200

80,000

9,200

6,500

13,400

6,500

7,200

13,900

23,500

6,500

6,500

48,200

6,500

37,100

13,700

15,500

32,700

XXXXXX

xxxxxx

Ratification date

18.09.91 1

on progress

on progress

on progress

07.06.89

14.06.89

28.12.89

on progress

-

on progress

-

09.11.89

-

22.11.90

-

10.03.90

on progress

on progress

on progress

20.06.88

on progress

ratified

29.04.91

on progress

-

20.06.90

18.06.90

06.06.91

29.06.90

on progress

27.03.89

04.06.90

on progress

22.02.88

18.03.88

on progress

-

06.07.89

08.11.89

-

on progress

-

29.05.89

07.04.88

on progress

on progress

-

on progress

on progress

-

-

Contribution

cumulated (US$)

160,000
****

****

****

****

10,400

63,409
****

-

*****

-

*****

-

****

-

83,400
****

****

****

♦***

****

****

10,000

****

-

****

27,800
****

19,500
****

32,450
*****

****

49,200

50,000
*****

-

49,200
****

-

-

-

****

****

*****

*****

-

****

****

-

-

Contribution

voluntary m/m

34 (18)

08 (02)

02 (01)

- (-)
01 (01)

- C-)
04 (01)

03 (01)

- O
01 (01)

- (-)
- (-)
- (-)
03 (01)

- (-)
05 (02)

01 (01)

- (-)
- 0
03 (01)

03 (01)

09 (03)

25 (09)

- O
- (")
06 (02)

01 (01)

05 (02)

03 (01)

- (-)
03 (01)

01 (01)

03 (01)

18 (04)

18 (06)

12 (04)

- (-)
11 (04)

- 0
- (-)

- 0
- 0
- 0
01 (01)

- 0
10 (03)

06 (02)

- (-)
01 (01)

04 (02)

- (-)
- (-)

Arrears

in years

1 (-91)
*****

***** -

*****

5 (89-93)

3 (92-93) 1

3 (91-93)
*****

-

*****

5 (89-93)

-

4 (90-93)
-

0000000
*****

*****

*****

5 (89-93)
*****

5 (89-93)

2 (92-93)
*****

4 (90-93)

2 (92-93)

3 (92-93)

1 (-93)

00000000

4(90-93)
*****

00000000

4 (90-93)
*****

-

1 (-93)

5 (89-93)

-

*****

-

5 (89-93)

5 (89-93) "*
*****

*****

-

*****

*****

-

-
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1. The arrears of Algeria contribution are being transferred through UNDP/Algiers.

2. Partial contributions of Kenya and Nigeria are being transferred through UNDP/Nairobi and Lagos.

3. Niger contribution (5 years =* $41,000) is being transferred to OPT/Niamey in order to settle the
bill for the transmission of ACMAD products to the member States for 20 months.

4. The status of the contributions as at 30 April 1994 is as follows; 23 countries have ratified the
Constitution, 18 have confirmed that the process of ratification is on the way, 11 countries have
honoured their financial contributions, (8) partially, (3) totally.
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DCL 1 (XV) DECLARATION ONTHE RE-INTEGRATION OF NEW, NON-RACIALDEMOCRATIC

SOUTH AFRICA INTO AFRICA

1 We, the African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning; meeting in

the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa/twentieth meeting of the

Conference of Ministers from 2 to 5 May 1994 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, declare as follows:

2. We recall that South Africa was one of the nine founding member States of the Economic Commission

for Africa and that by Economic and Social Council resolution 974DIV (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965 was excluded

from the work of the Commission until such time as it abandoned its racial policies.

3. We welcome the radical changes that have taken place in South Africa since February 1990, particularly

the dismantling of the system of apartheid, the adoption of a democratic constitution and the holding of the first

non-racial general elections. We also welcome the fact that democratic South Africa will soon take its rightful

place in the community of nations and continental organizations such as the Economic Commission for Africa,

the Organization of African Unity, the African Development Bank and in other regional and subregional

groupings which the new government may decide to join.

4. We note that successful constitutional change and the advent of a democratic government in South Africa

will have far-reaching economic and political implications for South Africa itself, the neighbouring countries

in Southern Africa and Africa as a whole.

5. We believe that South Africa's membership of the African Economic Community wiU be beneficial to

the Community and South Africa.

6. We take note of Conference of M;nisters document E/ECA/CM.20/35 entitled "Towards socio-economic

development of democratic South Africa: ECA's role in perspective", which discussed, inter alia, ECA's

initiatives in monitoring the process of transition in South Africa as well as its preparatory work in anticipation

of post-apartheid South Africa and South Africa's eventual re-establishment of relations with the rest of the

continent.

7. We maintain that the legislative and technical machinery of ECA and its MULPOC subregional offices

which could provide a useful forum for the sharing of development experiences, as well as ECA's analytical

capacities and technical and advisory services based on a multi-sectoral approach to Africa's complex

development problems, which could all be placed at the disposal of the new South Africa.
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8. We, therefore, request ECA, OAU and ADB within the context of the joint secretariat, other regional

organizations and specialized agencies to assist, on the basis of priorities that may be established by the new

South African Government, in the socio-economic development of South Africa.

9. We call upon the international community and the multilateral financial and development institutions to

lend their support to South Africa and to provide assistance as may be requested by the new South African

government.

10. We request the Executive Secretary of the UNECA to submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity with

its resolution 974 D (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965 to recommend a re-admission of a democratic South Africa into

the Commission.

Done at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

S May 1994
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DCL.2 (XV) DECLARATION ON A HUMAN DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF ACTION FOR AFRICA

1. We, the African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning, meeting in

Addis Ababa from 2 to.5 May 1994, recall "The Khartoum Declaration: Towards a Human-focused Approach

to Socio-economic Recovery and Development", "The African Charter for Popular Participation in Development

and Transformation", "The Human Development Agenda for Africa in the 1990s and Beyond"; "The African

Common Position on Human and Social Development in Africa", "The building, strengthening and effectively

utilizing human capacities for sustained development in Africa" and the "Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population,

Family and Sustainable Development", in all of which it has been amply demonstrated that development will

be sustainable only to the extent that it is centred on man. We resolutely re-affirm the centrality of the human

being as the initiator and beneficiary of development, the agent through whom, by whom and for whom any

sustainable development endeavour must be undertaken.

2. We are deeply concerned that in spite of all the commitments made and the actions taken by African

Governments and people, the human and social situation in Africa continues to deteriorate to the extent that

much of the gains made earlier in human well-being have now been reversed. Nowhere, perhaps, is the

intensity of human deprivation more acutely felt than in our region. Some 250 million people live in abject

poverty. Malnutrition and starvation are widespread. A host of diseases continue to threaten the lives of

millions and more than four and a half million children die each year largely from preventable diseases.

Millions of our people are denied primary health care, clean water and proper sanitation facilities. Access to

education has been seriously eroded, leaving our youth, unprepared and ill-equipped for the world of work.

Unemployment and underemployment have escalated, affecting adversely the lives of millions of people.

Perennial armed conflicts, civil strife and natural disasters continue to afflict the region, resulting in a heavy loss

of human life, property and infrastructure and producing millions of displaced people and refugees. A

continuation of these conditions is not only morally repugnant but also poses a serious threat to peace, security

and sustained development in our region and the rest of the world.

3. These deteriorating conditions are further compounding our problems of building and strengthening

development capacity in the region which are manifest in the inadequacy of skills and knowledge to rapidly

create capital and technology; the weak and deteriorating physical infrastructure which has negatively affected

the smooth functioning of the State, society and economy; the absence of effective institutions that can create,

maintain and continuously strengthen capacity; the disenabling political, cultural, economic and social

environment severely limiting the empowerment and participation of the people in the development process; and

shortcomings of governance, accountability and transparency for maintaining socio-economic and political

equilibrium for the greatest good of all the people. In all cases, development capacity is created and nurtured
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by human beings in whom adequate investments in the form of education and training, health, productive

employment and decent income need to be made on a sustainable basis.

4. We have carefully examined Conference of Ministers document E/ECA/CM.20/9, entitled "Building,

strengthening and effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained development in Africa" which reviews the

: situation in respect of human capacity building in our region, identifying the major human development priority

areas and proposing strategies and policy measures to implement the major human capacity development action

programmes at the regional, subregional and national levels. We are more than ever determined to arrest the

current intolerable human and social conditions and build and strengthen human capacities for sustainable

development in Africa.

5. Recognizing that no palliative or stop-gap measures can reverse the current alarming state of human and

social conditions in the region and that nothing less than comprehensive action at the national, subregional and

regional levels is warranted, we urge member States to give top priority to the implementation of people-centred

development strategies, policies and programmes. We further call upon them to substantially increase public

expenditure in all areas of human capacity building arid in any case to maintain its growth at a rate that is

significantly above the population growth rate. Our social partners including indigenous non-governmental

organizations (NGOs), people's organizations and their communities can play an important role in improving

human and social conditions and strengthening human capacities in the region.

6. We are aware that although Africa's development will be brought about only through the hard work and

determination of the Africans themselves, the international community also has an important role to play.

Therefore, our efforts must be complemented by the concerted actions and unflinching support of their

development partners - bilateral and multilateral agencies, international NGOs and others. To this end, and as

a first step, official development assistance (ODA) in support of human development should increase from its

present level of 7 per cent to at least 20 per cent towards building and strengthening human capacity in Africa.

We recognize that national efforts will not succeed without the increased and assured commitment and support

of Africa's development partners. Also, through their support, a much-needed enabling external environment

should be created in support of Africa's development efforts.

7. Furthermore, we call on the organizations and agencies of the United Nations system to redouble their

efforts and increase their activities in the field of human development and the building of human capacities in

Africa. In this regard, we urge them to coordinate such support and efforts within the framework of the United

Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Human Development in Africa.
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8. We request the Executive Secretary of United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) to

prepare for us a "Human Development Plan of Action for Africa" in cooperation with the members of the

United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Human Development in Africa. The Plan of Action should

elaborate on matters such as the required levels of support and mechanisms for coordination and harmonization
of efforts by the United Nations system.

9. We further request the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report to the ECA Conference of

Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning on the progress made in implementing

this Declaration.

Done at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

5 May 1994




