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WIKETEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND TENTH MEETING
OF THE CONFERENCE OF LINISTERS

A, Attendance and organization of work

1. The nineteenth session of the Coumission and tenth meeting of the Conference
of Ninisters was held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 24 to 28 May 1984. 1In the
absence of the outgoing Chairman of the ninth meeting, Comrade dMersie Ejigu, Head
of General Planning of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and the
Central Planning Supreme Council with the rank of Minister, Alternate lMember of

the Central Coumittee of COPWE opened the méeting.

2. Opening addresses were delivered by Comrade Addis Tedla, Provisional Military
Administrative Council (PMAC) Standing Committee riember, Deputy Chairman of the
Hational Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council
and Member of the Executive Committee of COPWE, the Executive Secretary of ECA,
the Secretary-General ad interim of the Organization of African Unity and Comrade
Mersie Ejigu. The Director—-General for International Economic Co-operation and
Development of the United Nations read out a message from the Secretary*Géneral

of the United Nations. A message from the Diréctor—General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United NHations was read out by his representative

(see Section C below for summaries of those statements and messages).

3. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States members

of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Eenin, Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African
Republic, Chad, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon,

the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, the Niger,.Nigeria,
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United

Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

4, In accordance with paragraph 9 of the Commwission's terms of reference,

observers were present from the following member States of the United Nations
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which are not members of the Commission: Austria, Canada, China, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, France, Germany,Federal Pepublic of, Japan, Bunsary, India, .
Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, Spain, the Union of Soviet Socialist Républics, the

United Kingdom, the United States of America, Venezuela and Viet Nam,

5.  Observers for the Holy Sea, the Republic of Korea and Switzerland, States

not members of the United Nations, were also present.

6. The African HNational Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan-Africanist
Congress of Azania (PAC) were represented, in accordance with the Commission's

rules of procedure.

7. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies attended the meeting:

Office of the Director-=General for Development and International Economic Co-

operation, Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations

De, ‘rtuent of Technical Co-operation for Development, United Nations Centre for

Human Settlements (HABI&AT), United Hations Children's Fund, United Nations

Conference on Trade and‘Déﬁelopﬁent, United Mations Development Programme, United
Nations-Financing Systeﬁafor Science and Yechnoloey for Development, United Nations

Fund for Popuiation Activities, United Mations Industrial Development Ofganiéatioh,

United Hations Sudano-Sahelian Office, United Mations University, World Food

Council, World Food Programme, International Labour Organisation, Food and . .
Agriculture Organization of the United Hations, United Nations Zducation-l,Seientific at
and Cultural Orgénization, International Civil Aviation Organization, World Health
Organization, World Zank, Inﬁernational ilonetary Tund, International Telecommunicé- o
tion Uniom, World Meteorological Orgamization, International Maritime Ornanization,

World Intellectual Property Organization, International Fund for Agricultural

Developmeeﬁt, General Agreement on Tariffs and Tade and International Trade Centre

(UNCTAD/GATT).



8. The following intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations were

i e moa D w3 s b
E/BCAf JuieL i dufl-1

represented in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms of

reference: African FRegional Centre for fngineering Design and Manufacturing,

Africa

Legional Co-ordinating Committeefor the Integration of ¥omen in
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Development, African Pemote Sensing Council, African Regional CGrganization for

Standardization, Central African Customs and -conoisic Uniom, Economic Community

of the Great Lakes Countries, Pan-African Telecommunications Union, Organisation

commune

africaine et mauritienne, Dangue ouest-africaine de developpement,

League of Arab States, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions,

Organization of African Unity and Fegional Centre for Training in Aerial

Surveys.

9., The Conference unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairman: Hon. iir. iulumba Lukoji Zalire
First Vice-Chairman: Hon, Mr., Hohammed Wafik Hosny  Egypt
Second Vice~Chairman: Hon. iir, liohemed Ag Hamany HMali

Rapporteur: Hon. lir, Stephen A. Echakara Kenya

10. At

its two hundred and thirtieth meeting, the Conference adopted the

following agenda:

1.

Opening of the meeting

Minute of silent prayer or neditation

Election of officers

Adoption of the.ageﬁda'and organization of work
Formal opening of the meeting

Biennial report of the Executive Secretary including an update of

programme performance
Critical economic situation in Africa

{a)} Survey of ecopnomic and social conditions in Africa, 1%02-1983
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I,

I1.

I1I,

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

Report on the initiative of the becretary-Gemeral of the United

Hations on the economic and social crisis in Africa, with
particular reference to the current emergency situation in

Africa including medium- and long-term development issues

Critical situation of food and agriculture in Africa

Intensive study to ascertain the cause(s) of the discrepancy
between the increasing resource allocation te food and agriculture
and the declining performance of the sector 1/ e

The Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation and Drought

in ffrica 2/ -

Report of the Regiomal lieeting on Hatural Disaster Prevention

and Preparedness in Africa

Africa's external debt and its impact on the current economic

crisis

Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of

Lagos in solving Africa's critical econoxic crisis: report and

recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

on selected matters:

United dations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

(i)
(i1)

(iii)

Second Phase Programme, 1984-192%
Purope-Africa Permanent Link through the Straits of Gibralter

Report of the fourth meeting of the Conference of African

Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning

United Nations Industrial Development Decade for Africa - report of

the seventh meeting of the Conference of African liinisters of Industry

The special problems of African least developed countries: report of the

fourth meeting of the Confersnce of liinisters of the African Least

Developed Countries

Report prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) of 2 itay 1983.

“Peport prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 473. (XVIII) of 2 May 1983,
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IV. Regional review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation
_of the Vicnna Frogramme of Action on Science and Technology for Develop-

ment in Africa
V. Perspective studies on the livestock sector 3/
VI, Establishment of an African ltonetary Fund 4/

VII. Contributions of ECA-sponsored regional and subregional institutions

to African development

(a) Proceedings and recommendations of the fourth Conference of
Chief!Exeéutives of ECA-sponsored regional and subregional

institutions

(k) Consolidated biennial report on the activities, 1982-1983, and
the programme of work and priorities, 1984-1985, of ECA~sponscred
regipnal and subregional institutions 5/
VIil. Evaluation and harmonization of the activities of the African multi-
nationai inétitutions sponsored by ECA and OAU: report of the Ad Hoc

Committee prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 477 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983
IX., Reports of ihe annual sessions of the MULPOCs
X. PReports of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission

(a) Third session of the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers

(b) Second meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee
on Human Settlements and Environment
(¢) Fifth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for the TIntegration of Women in Development

-3/ Progress report prepared pursuant to ECA resolucion 463 (XVIII) of
2 May 1983.

) éj Progress report prepared pursuant to LCA resolution 467 (XVIII) of
2 Hay 1933,

2/ Prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 451 (XVII) of 30 April 1982.
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ZIv.

10.

11.

12.
13,

10/38/L.-1

(d} Second meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts

for ‘Science and Technology Development
(e) Report of the Regional Meetirg on tihe Interpational Youth Year

(£) Report of the African Regional Preparatory ileeting for the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

the Treactment of Offenders
Proposed updating of, and revision to, the itedium-term Plan, 1984-1989
World Population Plan of Action

Other resolutions of the Commission and resolutions and decisions
adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular
sesston of 1983 and by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth
session in the economic and social sectors that are of interest to

Africa

(a) Follow-up action on other relevant resolgtioﬁs adopted at
the:eighteenth session of the Commission and ninth meeting
of the Conference of Ministers | '

(b) Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular session of 1983 and by the
General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session in the  economic

and social sectors that are of interest to Africa
The United Hatious Trust Fund for African Development
Progress report on the Utilization of Pledges for 1982 and 1983

ECOSCC's request to its subsidiary bodies that currently meet on an
annual basis to consider adopting, on an experimental basis, a

biennial cycle of meetings and to repert in 1984
Cther business

Date and venue of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers

and the sixth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

Consideration and adoption of proposals and the report of the meeting

Closure of the meeting.

-
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C. Accounts of proceediags

Opening addresses

11. 1In opening the meeting, H.E. Comrade Addis Tedla, Yember of the PMAC
Standing Committee, Meputy Chairman of the ilational Revoluticnary Development
Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council and *ember of the Executive
Committee of the COPWE, welcomed rarticipants on behalf of the Government and
neonle of Sccialist Erthiopia and on his owm bahalf, He extended to all a warm

welcome to Addis Ahaba,

12. FHe recalled that hardly a vear had elansed since they had celebrated the
25th Anniversary of the establishment of the Economic Commission for Africa and
had adopted the Declaration of Addis Ababa on the deteriorating economic and
social situation oF Africa., The Conference of Ministers had at the present
session to grannle with the current problems of Africa and to make feasible
recommenﬂations for consideration by the Economic and Social Council at its
second regular sesgion of 1934, by Governments and by the international

-community as a whole,

13.. Whiie the 176Ng had been for manv Africans the decade when freedom and
pblitical independence were acquired, it became manifest in the 1%70g that
economic relations between.African’economics and those of developed countries
were unjust and Ineguitable, The general consequences were sluggish growth
and increased depehdence on the ocutside world, not only for capital and
manufactured gooda but also for food, The 19205 were not encouraging, elther,

and unless more vigorous efforts were wmade such dependence would continue,

14.J The most urgent problem facinr Africa was the unprecedented food crisis,
Twenty vears ago Africé was self-sufficient in food, Food;;and agricultural
production senerally, had since declined, while population growth had continued,
The zap between sunply of, and demaﬁd for, food had widened. Commercial imports

and meagre aid from outside the region through food nroprammes could not cover
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the deficits, The continuous decline In the prices of African export commodities,
while the price levels of industrial imports rose staadily, had affected adversely
not only long=term development projects hut also short-term recovery programmes,
Agriculture, the largest and most immrortant sector of the African economies,

could not be expanded because the deteriorating terms of trade had resulted in

short=falls in investment inputs,

15. The only durahle solution to that perennial problem would be an ihprovement
in the terms of trade of African developing countries -~ in pracﬁice, in export
prices of commodities, In spite of the Integrated Progrsmme for Commodities,
that had not occurred, African countries had therefore to press the developed

countries for improvements in the way international markets operated.

16. A separate though related factor that crippled African economies was the
debt burden, vhose servicing had been estimated to absorb 22 per cent of'i

export income in 1723, Debt relief measures should be taken by the international
community., It was no less urgent to deal with and overcome the pfesent food

crisig in Africa,

17. The Secretary-General of the Unitsd Mations had taken the initiative to
contain the catastronhe by establishing a special qrbun to deal with the crisis
and had appointeé the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
as his.special representative in that comnection. e expressed the hope that

the grsup would be akle to moniter the food situation and ensure the mobilization

of the life~saving resources required,

13. Such short-term measures must be complementary to mediun- and long-term
measures, ECA, in collaboratisn with the Organization of African Unity (QAU),
had made efforts with a viewv to implementing the measures prescribed by the
Lagos Strateoy, including the programmes of the United Nations Transport and
Communications Decade in Africa and the Industrial Development Decade for Africa.
'The various African subgrounines should be encouraged to pool thelr resources

to accelerate the pace of industrialization.
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19, Peferrinp to his country'e experience since the upsurge of the revolution

of February 1974, he said that sirce Cctoter 127% six consecutive annual nlans

had been launched, ir order o increase agricultural ard industrial production,
The Sovernment of Secialiazt Fthiorlz would shortlv conplete a Ten-Year Perépective
Plan which aimed at the structural transformation of the economy, to enhance

material conditions, and alzo at raigins the coltural level of the reonle,

20, The Secretary-General, ir a messape read on his behalf by the Director-
General for Development an”® International Fconomic Co-operation, noted that the
tenth meetine of the Conference of ¥inisters of ECA was taking rlace at a ‘
varticularly difficult moment. The siteation in Africa was, without doubt, an
eriergency reouiring the support of the international community, Yatural calamities
such as droucht had a2dded to the severe impact of a sharp drop in prices for most
primary cormodities, hicher interest rates and stagnating official deveioPment
assistance receipts, vhich together had led to a large increase in Africa'’s

xternal detit. TImports of essential commodities and investment programmes had

had to be serlously reduced, As a result, a large nunber of Africans were suffering
from acute shortzres of food, drinking water and baslc medical care, Alwost half
the ponulation of the continent vas threatened by famine, walnutrition and
epldemics., Indeed, since the adoptien of the Lapos Plan of Action and the Fimal
Act of-Lagcs, the chief guestion cOnernting nany sirican countries had not beeﬁ‘

one of development but of survival,

1. Other countries were hecoming increasingly avare of the need for an effective
international response to ¢risig, as the decision by the Economic and Social
Council‘to hold a sunztantive dehats on Afxrica'e rnriticel situation confirmed.

It was to be hoped t?st the new political awvareness wonld help to bring to an end
the stagﬁation in aid flovskto ffrdiea and pfonote movement in the nepotlations

on replenishin~ the resources of the Intermational Development Association,
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22, It was essential howvever, for African Geoverrmawnts to take the lead in
definina what thev need and what action at the mational and international
levelse would alleviate their difficultier., The couses of rheir present
difficulties had to he clearly identified, 'hile the food emefgehcy misht
be-the most critdesl aavect of the crigis v many countries, particularly the
leastdeveloned, zlzo faced madium- and long-term structural problems. The
causes of Afrlca's situation mirsht, in fact, fe varias enough to require a

countr-hv~country assersment,

23, The Secretarv-General pai? tribute f£o the many African leaders who had
recopnized the need to change volicles that Bad nrovad ineffective. As the
Lagos Plan of ‘ction ant Tinal Act indicated,-action a8 needed on development
nrogrammes that took full account of human neeﬂs vhille beiﬁg celective in their
rriorities., Asriculture must be given priority in viéw of the declining area
under cuyltivation, lov vields and the inadequéte technolooy currently in use;

triority had also to be ziven to the development of human resources.

24, African Govermments woul:d need help, however, in dealing with the nresent
emerzency., With thzt in view the Secretary-Generzl had taken a series of

steps to increase internaticnal awsreness of the need for additional resources,

while the éirectcr«ﬂéﬁera] of TAD had Leen Zravins attention to food shortages

in Africa and seebine support in dealing wit> them. Specifically, the Secretary-
General had appointed the Fxecutive Beeretary of INCA his Speclal Representative oﬁ the
crisis and set up a small, tzmporary office in MNairobi teo assist him. Resident .
ProjectCofofdinaturs had been instructed to consult African Govermments,

bilateral, multilateral =nd non-eovernmental oreanizations on ways of making

the international community's efforts more rroductive, Fe stressed that such

efforts should be devoted to the improvement of existing mechandlsms, funds and

programmes, Action bv the United Mations system could not substitute for

financiai support and technical co-oreration from other sources,
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25e Despite some encouraging signs, individual efforts by African countries
and the internagtional community had not been sufficieni: a concerted effort
was neededs. He would continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary resources
for Africa and would take further actlon as necessarys. He called upon the
Confsrence to define a course of action trat wus likely to improve the

progpects of internationsl economic co-operation.

26e The Secretary-General ad interiin of the Orpganization of African Unity
said it was now an established tradition tnat the amnual sessicns of the
Commisslion were closely followed Wy meetings of the Council of Ministers and
the Assembly of Heads of States cnd Govermmeni of OAU, By that arrangementy
the Comnmission previded inveluable inputs to the work of the iewds of State
and Government, Whe ourrent session would enable the latter, at their next
meeting, 10 consider the serious economic difficulties and unprecedented
hardships that faced the African region in the light of zll the avallable

optionse

27e The zdoption of the Lagos Plan of Action and of the Final Act of Lagos
demonstrated the commitmeni to economic development of African Heads of Suate

and Governmente Africa's ocapacity to dmplement the Plan 2ad the Act has un-
fortunately been greatly jeopardized by the drastic fall in fereign exchange
earnings and consequent shortages in imported industrial raw materials and spare
parts, by the rising cost of energy impérts, by the severe liquidity aqueere

and by mounting debt ourdens., Yo those adverse factors has been added devastation
by natural calamities such @s floods; cyclones and, above all, a prolonged_
drought that had caused acute food shertages. The unprecedented combination of
natural and man-nade facfors, coupled with the rapid growth in population,‘had

crested a crisis that called for urgent attention,

284 Africa's population wes growing snnually by about 2.7 per cent, its food
produotion oy 1e7 per cents The widering food gup was such that miliions of people
living in the majority of OalU member Stutes faced hunger and malnutrition, if not
starvation, OAU believed that the foed strategy outlined in the first chapter

of the Lagos Plan of Action was still the ansuer to the basic food problen,
Friority action shoula be directed to reduoing food waste, attaining food security

and increasing and diversifying focd production,



E/ECA/Clie10/38/L.1
Page 12 -

29. The proclamation of $he Industrisl Development Decude for 4frica (IDDA) .
recognized ithe importance and pervasive impadt of the industrial sector on

all other sectors of tie sconomye Considerable efforts had already besen made
10 prepare the ground for actlon during the implementation phase of the IDDA
programme, due 10 -begln in 1905, Core industrial projects and support projects
has been identified and it was imperative that the necessary resources should

be committed for their effective implenmertatione

30, OAU felt that the excessive reliance by'fﬁe majority of African countries
on imported energy would seriously;affeot the implementation of the Lagos Plan
of Action, It was indesd a paradox that such a situation existed in a region
endowed with virtually all known energy resourcess [The diverse ispsues ilnvolved
in attaining energy self-sufficiency would be addressed by the proposed African
energy commnission, for which the preparatory work by OAU in co~operation with
£CA and UNDP had zlready siarted.

31e Important steps had been taken towards the realization of the proposed
African economic comaunity - the ultimate objective of regional integration in .
Africa. It was time to consider the establishment of & consultative forum
where subreglonal economic integration groupings could examine collectively

the issues invelved, including programme co~ordinaticn and harmonization.

324 The efforts made to imploment the Cirst ghase of the programme of the United
Nations Transport and Gommmnications Decade in Africa (UNTACDA) were commendables
However, difficulties had been encountered in implementing the feasibiliity study
on a proposed african regional satellite communication systen, largely because
some organizgitions had regeretiably proceedod on g unileterla basis, contrary to
the directives of the Conference of kinisters of Transport and Communications,
which was the legislative body for UNTaCDA. The need to have a controlled and

integrated system had, therefore, to be re=-omphasized.

33¢ In conclusion, he reminded the Coaference that the 0AU Council of Ministers
had welconed the initiative of the United Nations Secreitary-General on the
cconomic crisis in Africaes Hc-had no doubt that the recommendations of the
Conference would address that situation and the aeed for africe, by oollective

effort, to move fowards achieving its development objectives.

n
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34e In the message read on his bonzlf, fthe Dircotor <General of the Mood and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations regretted that he could not
personally pJItioiﬁate in the mé&tinga He indicated that the food crisis in
Africa remained the major preocccupation of o mejor foruwn of African leadsrs
degpite the efforis of all wio nad wried to promote Peood and agriculiural

gevelopments

3Da In certain quarters, there was pessiliisi about the possibility that iafrica
could be released from the grip off chronic feod shortages and african Governments
wers inoreaéingly blomed for tae situntion, His Organization did not share that
pessihilsme Lt was ooﬁvinoed that ifrica could feed itseli adeguately and that
Governments would take the neoeésary mecsures, glven the indispensable

international economilc setiing that favoured such actilon.

35s admittedly, millions were hungry and mery mors umelnourished in africa.
loreover, the numbers affccted hod increased duriag recont yeors. Fac was
sustained by the conmviciion thct limensely tragic situstion could and must be
altered. africa héd the human ana naturad resources to increase food preduction
and the tecanology was largely avollable. The africen food crizlse had sttalned
such intensity, however, becouse of deep—scated dilficulties.

3Te 'The obstacles, as the delugotes knew, woere botn doucstic and cxternal, Some
were natural snd otlcrs arbililclad., - consiuereu LU opportune o exchange ldeas
on how to taokle-the fundamental issucs wnddo desim ond agroe on ct-operative

[aR}

action. The support of 0 was, of course, =it the dloposal of the Conference of

winisters, which wos ouprocoly woll-plocod o cocsiver donsotic soouomic and

social policies that directly affected food production. Hesources allocation,
prices, land feaurs, yOpui;r p;:ﬁﬁoipaﬁioi pile Gils.ribuglon of dncomes gonerally,
involved policies esgenticlly determincd by netionzl govérnments, which could
decisively affect food Produotiouu He expressed the oplnlon dnet the adjusiment
of policies ‘o increase incentives to food producers constituted the essential

gleident of the sclf'ereliance for which fthe Lagos Plan of action celleds It was
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increasingly evident that the flow of aid was belng made dependent on the adoption
of sucli policisss He expressed the hope that policies affecting faruers!
incentives would ve giver a major role in the fellow-up action to tae Conference!

deliberatiocnza

38e Wnile PAU activities in Africa were geared principally 30 the prouwotion

of gzreater {ood seif-sufficiency und the mexinization ef srricultural productiony
the atyention of the Orgenization was necessarily diverted 1o the massive needs

of entire populations that faced famine and sturvation in tie wake of recurrent
catastrophes since tne late 1900se Twenty~four Sub—Ssharan countries, including
mogt of the countries with the lowest incomes in the reglony were seriously
affected currentlys. 4 joint task force of Bﬁd and the dorld Kood Programme
continuously assessed the situation and wonitored developments in the affecied
countriese Iin fne light of its reporis, Fa0 rad made several appeals since

lizy 1903 for international asssistance to wvert mass starvation.

39 Those 24 countrics reguired about 3.3 millior. tons of food aide The
renabilitation of food—crop production and $ne provision of animal feeds and
vacclnes, together witn eppropriate preparedness wnd post—SiieIJeiiCy LBaSUres,
Gaulled for immediuate and shori~term zupplies cetiuated at about 3100 million
40, In 1983, the 24 seriously zffected countrice had received 200,000 jons of

food aid wvalued at sbout 5110 nillion froo tas Iiternstioncl mergency [ood

Reserve, approximately two and half times nigher than the 1982 lavel, Food
siilpuenss (o aevelcprent projects in countries aouisted by P was projected atb
257,000 tons in 1984 ooxpared $o an esbimated 254,000 tons in 1983. Bmergency
ald worth nearly i willion, in the form of Various supplies and equipment, had
been provided 4o 12 of thos&‘GOuntrieS, Trog oman exeluded btie usual agricultural
inputs supplied y;der FAO's normal developuent projects and special action
programmes, oo well as emergénoy rehaoilitetion aésistanoe under FAO': Technical
Co=operation Progrenue when not channelled through the Office Tor Special heliefd
Operations, worth wore than 45 willion, Tie resources of FAD could make only a
modest contribution in relation Yo the magnitude of the problems hence his
persistent appeals to the rest of the internation:zl comunnity, especially the

bilateral donors, wnoge Iesponse had been commiendables
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41. He referred to the current initiative of the United Kations Secretarv-
General to highlight the economic and social plight of Africa and to mobilize
assistance for ite relief. The Secretary-General‘'s initiative coulf bhe a most
helpful supplement and complement to the_FAO-activities he had described and
was receiving full colaboration from FAO. -As the Secretary-General had already
indicated, however, everv care should be taken tq_make full allowance for the
respective areas of competence of the agencies inﬁolved, in order to avoid

duplication and the creation of unnecessary bureaucratic structures and burdens.

42. In conclusion, he referred to the cordial and fruitful co-operation that
had lona existed between FAO and ECh and the effective functioming of the

FCA/FAO Agriculture Division.

43. The Executive Secretary thanked the Government of Ethiopia for its
hospitality and sucport to the Teonomic Commission for Africa. He expressed
gratitude to Comrade Addis Tedis for his inspiring statement and his

sincere appreciation to the Secretarv-General, the Director-General of the
Food ané Agriculture Organization of the United Na:tions and the Secretary-
General ad interim of the Organization of African Unlty for their messages.

He welcomed the presence at the meeting of the Director-General for Development

and Inte;national Co-oneration of the United ¥Wation-.

44. The Executive Secretary recalled that when the Conference of Ministers met
in 1983 to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the Commissicn, a searching review
of past performance and future prospects had been made. The Addis Ababa
Declaration, made in commemoration of the occasion, contained the overall
assessment. It expressed concern sbout the devastating crisis afflicting the
continent: chronic food deficits, pernicious drought, natural disasters, the
high costs of imports, especiallv of manufactured coods, capital goods and
energy, the deterioration in the terms of trade, chronic kalance-of-pavments

deficits, mounting external debts and oroblems of economic management.

45. The economic and social crisis had meanwhile grown worse. Droucht had

become ubiquitous: at least 34 BAfrican countries were currently affected,
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compared to only eight countries in the carlv 13703, ‘Moreover, even those
countries that were free from the scource of drought suffered from other
natural disasters,'sﬁch as chiones, éarthquakes and severe flooding. The
unfavourable climatic cohditinhs haéAresulted in serious food scarcitv,
malnutrition, disease, famihe, loss of human lives, “fepletion of livestock,

a deﬁraded environment, irbalances in and denletion of watzy resources,
agaravation of emclovment préblems, in fact, increased noverty and human
suffering. The harsh consequences of the drought had been further agoravated
hy a greater éisrﬁption in the halance retween human and livestock populations
and rhvsical resources. FHe stressed that the majerity of the countries
directlv affected by the drought were the least develoned countries, which
were the worst equipped to deal with the mounting economiz problems. Fe
informed the meeting that, in compliance with ECY resolution 473 (XVIII),

the secretariat had orqanizeé,the Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation
and Drouqht in ifrica in co-orera ion with other United !ations bodies and
agencies, in particul-r the United Nations Pnvironment FProgramme, the United
Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, the United Nations Pducational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization and the ¥World Meteoroloqical Organization,

as well as the OAU. The renmort of the Roundtable waz before the meeting.

46. The Executive Secretarv stressed the aggravation of Africa’s crisis

bv the unfevourable international economic environment. The impact of world-
wide recession on the African econdmy, narticularly on its external trade,
pukhlic revenues © balance-of-payesnts and erternal incertodness, was devastat-
ing. The collapse of commodity prices, hich intercst ratcs and fluctuating
exchange rates, and the stagnation of official devalopmant assistance in real
terms had combined to make it more difficult for aAfrica to contain some'of
the consecuences of the drought.” Given the very high dependence of African
countriec on other economies, the prevailing internaticnal economic enﬁiroﬁm
ment: had hecome problem number two, after droucht and fesertification. The
lesson that had reen learnt was that a dependent develonment would lead.

Africa nowhere.
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A7. 'The fact that the majoritv of the world's least develoned countries
were in Africa emphasized how underdeveloved the continent was; df thé 24
countries dewmendent on food aid, 16 were amonc the least developed, which
meant that the var scainst poverty, disease and malnutrition was Rfrica's
number three challence. Africa's task, he continued, was thereforc three—
fold to master the phyiical and cliratic enviromment; to develoo countervail-
ing forces acainst a hostile external economic environment and recduce the
reqion's external econcomic devendence and vulnerability; and, finally, tc
cont inue the struggl: for economic decolonization and the foundation for

self-gustaining growth and development.

48, The immediate task, however, was to combat the present emergency  and

lav the basis for econoric recovery in the short- and medium-~term as a

prelude to th: ‘ridorous imblementation of the Lagoz Plan of Actior and Final

Act of Lagos., THat was the essence of the initiative which the Secretary-
Cenergl of the United Hations had taken in order to focus the attention of the
international commﬁﬁityon Africa’s rlight and teo hsighten its awareness, as

well as that of bilateral and multilateral donors, of nfrica's crisis. The

" Executive Secretary informed the meetiné that the United Mations Secretarve
_General's revort to the Economic and Social Council entitled "The critical social
Jénd ecohomic situstion in Africa® (E/lQSﬂ}éP)} which was hefére thé:ConferéﬁEé'
had been extensively diécussed.Fy the Tecbniéé].Pfénaréfd}y‘éoﬁmittée‘6f the
Vhole, The Commissinn,-hn was sure, was ve%y‘niéésed aﬁd'ﬁost gfateful that théa
chief administrative officer of tre "nited Matinns héd Jiven and continued

tc give so much nersonal attention to Africa's economic broblems. He was
encouraded by the growinag internaticnal resvonse to thé'United Nztions
Secretary--General's initiative. Some donor countries had alreadv announced
their intention to provide additional assistance to Africa. International
financial institutions, such &s the World E-nl, and non-goverrmental

. organizations were intensifving their efforts.
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49, Since the Economic and Scocial Council had decided to wake the African crisis
the priority item for discussion 1t its second regular session of 1984 and the 40th
session of the ORU Council of finisters had invited the ECA Conference of *inisters
to draw up specific recommendations, the Preparatory Committee of the hole had
drafted a "Special memorandum on Africa's economic and social crisis" to represent
the collective African view of the nature and causes of the crisis and of the .
measures which African Governments, individually and collectively; and the
international community needed to take aé a matter of urgency and in the short,
medium and long texm. The memorandum.had four rost important features. First,
it shared the Secretary-General's perception that the solution o the crisis was
far beyond the capacity of African countries acting in isclation. Second, it
recognized that the fundamental issue at stake was that of survival, thus
necessitating the most urgent international response. Third, it established a
clear link between the emergency situation, the short- and medium-term measures
for economic recovery and structural adjustment. Finally, the memorandum offered
specific proposals as to how African Governments might contribute to putting the

region back on the path of ¢rowth, development and modernization.

50. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary appealed to Governments to mobilize

their energies for the task of convincing the international community of the urgency

of Africa’s situation, of what needed to be done-and of their determination to obtain
resulte. He called upon the countries to send representatives to Geneva for the
Econonmic and Social-Council session, to New York for the thirty-ninth session of the
General Assembly and, i need be, to the major capitals of the world, with the

aim of persuading the region's partners in development of the urgency and necessity .
of a positive responsa. Finally, he expressed the hope that the iniernational

community’s response would be positive, magnanimous and speedy.

51. In the absence of the outgoinq Chairman, Comrade Mersie Ejigu, Head of

General Planning of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and the Central

Planning Supreme Council with the rank of'Minister, Alternate Hember of the Central

Committee of COPWE, said that the Conference must assess progress in the implementa-
tion of the resolutions it had adopted one year previously in connection with the

iddis Ababa Declaration which it had also adopted at the same time.
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52, Its assessment had to be made against the backdrop of a very severe

economic and social crisis in Africa.

53. He appreciated the efforts made by the secfetariat to promote socioc-

economic development in Africa and the internafional community's interest in the
crisis; he was gratified that the Eccnomic and Social Council was ﬁaking Africa's
economic crisis seriously and had made it a priority topic for discussion during
its second regﬁlar session of 1984. He welcomed efforts by African States to
tackle the'cfiéis'themselves, and paid homage to all the United Nations agencies

for their efforts in furtherance of the Lagos Plan of Action.

54. The drought affecting the continent should not be considered in isolation,
but rather in relation to its effects on socio-economic development. There was
a definite réléfionship between poverty and desertification; the growth of industry

and technology in Africa could play a key role in drought control.

55. It was therefore distressing to note that developed countries were taking
very little interest in the Industrial Development Decade for Africa and had not

provided any financial or technical support for it.

56. ECA, on the other hand, had ocrganized meetings on the causes of drought and

the success African countries had had in carrying out the Vienna Prograrme of "
Action on Science and Technology for Development. It had studied the disparity
between growing investment and dwindling output in the agricultural sector in
Africa, and reviewed progress in the implementation of the Substantial New Proéfamme
of Action for the Least Developed Countries. He invited participants to read. the
report of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole, which gave more
information on ECA's activities since the ninth meeting of the Conference of

Ministers.

57.- He concluded by stating that Aﬁ:;cans themselves had the primary responsi-

bility for overcoming Africa's crisis.
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58. The Minister of Planning of Mali proposed, on behalf of all the participants,
2 motion of thanks to the host country in which he expressed gratitude to H.E.
Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, Chairman of PMAC and of COPWE and Commander-in-
Chief of thé'RevolutiéparylArmed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, as well és to the
Government and people.éf Ethicpia, for the warm weicome and hospitality accorded

to the delegations since their arrival in Addis Ababa.

59. He expressed hig appreciation to Comrade Addis Tedla, Member of thé PMAC -
Standing Corimi ttéae, Deputy Chairman of the Wational Revolutionary Development
Campaign and of the Supreme-Council for Central Planning and Member of the

Executive Committee of COPWE, for his incisive analysis of Africa's critical

economic situati@n.
60. He also thanked the Secretary-General for his message, which confirmed his
interest in the crisis currently affecting the African continent, and for having
drawn the attention of the international community to that crisis.

61. He thanked the Secretary-General ad_interim of the Organization of African -
Unity, the Director-General of thz Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Wations and the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa

for the'thought-provoking statements they had made.

62. In conclusion, and on hehalf of all the participants; he wished DAU a happy

twenty-first anniversary.
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63. The representative of Llceria said that the prevailing crisis was as much
the result of artificial as natursl causes. Donors should not make the aid

they ‘provided subject to conditions that substantially delayed project funding.

64. During the ecurrent decade his country was seeking to foster greater industrial
integration and to organize and stimulate small businesses, so as to decentralize
and enrich its industrial fabric. The priority given to the modernization and
mechanization of the agricultural sector had dictated a number of the courses

followed in the industrial domain.

65. As one of the original sponsors of ECh resblution 477 (XVIII), his delegation
believed that the }gnﬂgr Committee created thereby should continue its efforts

to inventory the activities; financial and personnel rogguirenents of the

various multinational institutions sronsored by ECA and OAU so that those found

to be serving a useful purpose could be strengthened: on the other hand, the
Ad_Hoc Committee should not hesitate te propose the dissolution of institutions

where anpropriate.

66. It was regrettahle that a number of large nrotacts supportoed by his country -
were not being properly run. In the case of the Pan-african Development Informa-
tion System, for example, several organizaticnal and technological decisions had
baen taken without consulting African experts. The eli~ribiliry of projects for
inclusion in the second phase of the Transport Decade algo daeserved attention:

in addition to receiving the backing of at least two of the countries they
affected, projects ought to be in keebing with the Lntere ts of the continent

and not further the purely political ends cf any given State. Unfortunately
several projects, including those mentioned in document E/ECA/CM.10/22, pmaragraph
138, 143 and 145, in ECA/UNTACDA resolution 84/23, 34/34 and 54/36, and Annex I
to document E/ECA/CM.10/18 under the headings ROP-31-001, ROP-31-004, ROP-31-007,
ROP~31-308 and RAP-01-001, did not obey that rule. The proiects in guestion were
almost exclusively concerned with transport links between the towns in a country

not represented at the Conference: Western Sahara.
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67. A Conference seeking solutions to the severe crisis gripping the African
continent was not the right sétting in which to Xy, surreptiﬁiously, to promote
an idea on wnich the United ‘ations and 2AU had taken a clear stand. His
delegation was not afraid to discuss the watter, but that was not the time or

place.

68. Simple logic dictated that his delegation should not, on an incidental manner
take @ position at variance with that of its !Head of State. It therefore declared
all the  documents in gquestion outside the scope of the Conference's present

deliberations and, thus, inadmissible.

69. The economic crisis in Africa was partly thne result of deadlock in the
North/South talks, where the leading developed countries had recently been taking
a harder line towards the third world. In the circumstances, he welcomed the
Secretary-General's initiative in devoting ﬁarticular attention to the drastic
consequences of the drought; he likewise paid trilute tc the Executive Secretary

of ECA for his constant efforts to advance the cause nf Africa.

70. “he representative of HBenin said that the lLagos Plan of Action and Final
Act, had not vet become part of the reality of African development. His Govern-
ment had taken concrete steps to implement it, as the development strategy in
its second five-~year plan (1963-1987) Lore wituess. Selfi-sustaining growth
involved the nrogressive expansion of oroduction capacity, the inteqgration of
subregicenal sconcmic areas and the accumulation 2f a surplus for capital

formation.
71. ile invitad the Commission to consider the following six proposals:

{1) Before the next session of the Commission, the African countries
should formally record their experiences in implemehting the Lagos

Plan of action and Final Act;

(2) A HMinisterial Committee to be created, composed of five ministers

of planning and economic development, in order to make donor
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countries better aware of the.serious'problem of restricted liquid
assets made available to Af;ica and the gravity of the African
crisis. In accomplishihg its mMission, the Committee should
endeavour to provide donor countries with factual, quantified

information;

A Ministerial Committee to be created, compoéed of five ministers
of planning and economic develoPment in order to make Heads of

State of the Arab League and of OAU better aware of the urgent -

- necessity of holding the second Afro-Arab summit;

A summit of Heads of State of OAU to be held, in order to evaluate
the extent to which the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act had

been executed:

A Ministerial Committee to be created, composed of five ministgrs

of planning and economic development in order to evaluate the extent
to which the numerous resolutions, recommendations and texts of

all kinds adopted at the ECA level during the last five years had

been implemented through concrete actions;

ECA should be responsible for drawing up a timetable for carrying

out the above proposals.

72. The representative of Burundi said that the meeting was being held in

the midst of an unprecedentéd economic and social crisis, as certain socio-

economic indicators for the continent which he cited amply showed. That

crisis was not due solely to natural causes such as drought but also to

exogenous factors for which wealthy countries and certain international

monetary institutions were responsible.
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73. The international environment had become more hostile. with the reduction

and polifiéiiétion of official development assistance. He cited the cases of

UNDP, IDA and UNESCO.

74, He counsidered that food security implied self-sufficiency, both quantitatively
and qualitatively. As to the energy question, the time had come to follow up

the resolutions on new and renewable sources, especially solar energy, to which

"he attached priority. Co-operation between petroleum-producing and other

African countries was urgently required.

75. In order to put a brake on the brain drain from Africa to developed
countries, he proposed that a multi-disciplinary centre for science and
_ technology should be created in Africa, endowed with a suitable research

infrastructure and adequate financial resources,.

76. Finally, he paid tribute to the Secretary-General and'tﬁé'Executive

Secretgry fqr their efforts to alleviate the suffering of the African peoples.

77. The representative of Chad said that his country, one of the least
devloped in .the world, had suffered not only from disasters of every kind

but also from a:..terrible war which now reached beyond its national boundaries.,
He praised the documents before the Conference for their striking presentation
of the difficulties that countries had had to face. The most recent meeting
of the Conference of Ministers of Least Developed Countries had found that the
promise of the Substantial New Programme of Action adopted in 1981 had swiftly
turned into disappointment. The various commitments relating to-aid made by
the'déveloped countries.héd not been honoured. As a result of the tendency
by douor countries to move from multilateral to bilateral assistance, many.
Afriéén multilateral co-operation institutions would soon find themselves.

out of business. Africa, he emphasized, should rely on its own efforts.

first and use external aid to surplement them. In spite of its meagre . ..
resources his country had made great efforts in all areas, agriculture and
rural development in particular, where the first priority was to become self-
sufficient in cotton. It would then turn its attenticen to food, and already

had several projects in progress in that area. He applauded the Executive
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Secretary's decision to send a multidisciplinary mission to the country and
hoped ‘that the mission’s findings would soon be translated into facts, Only
a third of the priority programme for 1982-1985 submitted to the International
Conference on Assistance to Chad had been carried out by the end of 1983;

he hoped that increased support would be forthcoming so that positive results

could be reported to the Roundtable scheduled for 1985.

78. Each African State had to depend on its own efforts for survival, Chad
also needed peace. In closing, he called for concerted efforts to bring

about national reconciliation in Chad.

79. The representative of Igypt highlighted the main characteristics of the
economic crisis in Africa. He noted in particular the continuing fall in the
prices of Africa’s exports and the impact of drought and desertification on
African countries. He said that the international community had a special
responsibility to come to Aftica's assistance, yet official developmént
assistance had drastically fallen and industrialized countries had not adhered
to the commitments they made in the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade, The solution to the crisis, however
lay primarily in the implementation of the Lagoes Plan of Action, in which
regard co-operation and solidarity among African States was all-important,

The President of hisz country had underlined the need for solidarity inm his
message to the current Chailrman of the Organization of African Unity on the

occasion of the commemoration of Africa Day.

30. The representative commended the initiative of the Gecretary-General,
incliuding the establishment in Nairobi of the temporary office. Egypt stood
ready to assist sister African countries in containing the crisis. The
Egyptian Fund for Technical Co-operation had concluded agreements with

27 African countries on assistance in agriculture, irrigation and the train-
ing of personnel from those countries. The services of the Remote Sensing
Centre and the School of Technology in Egypt were also at the disposal of

drought-affected countries.
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81, He commended the activities of the International Fund for Agricultural

Development (IFAR) which was financing 63 projects in 41 African countries

with a total commitment of $60C million, He felt that priority should be

given;to food production and agro-industries. Self-sufficiency in food was

the first step to economic independence, Finally, he commended the high

quality of Arabic translators and interpretation at ECA, emphasizing that -

Arabic should be used on the same feoting as French and English.

82. The representative of Guinea expressed his regrets that it had not been
possible to hold the current meeting of the Confarence in Conakry as planned,

and invited it to hold its eleventh meeting there in 1985.

83, The deterioration in the international economic climate, coupled with
drought and other natural disasters, amounted to an alarming situation.
Thanks were therefore due to the Secretary-General for his initiative in
setting up a special office in MNairobi., The crisis Africa was undergoing
was making it difficult to implement the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act,
Consideration should be given to means of enhancing naticnal capacities for
putting them into effect. For the same reason, African States needed to
abandon their petty nationalistic ambitions and work to build a strong,
unified continent. His own Govermnment would be willing to renournce part or

all of its sovereignty in the interests of African economic integration,

84. He told participants of his Government's efforts at natiomal reconstruc-
tion and appealed to several international imstitutions, ECA among them, for
help in asgessing the country's current economic standing., He also called
for additional financial and technical efforts by African Governments and
institutions to support the work of the Africa legional Co-ordinating Com-

mittee for the Integration of Women in Development and the HULPOCs.

85. 1In conclusion, he urged all States to participate in the forthcoming
extraordinary meeting of African winisters of telecommunications on the

proposed African satellite telecommunications system.
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86. After expressing tﬁe appreciation of his delegation to the Government and
people of Socialist Ethiopia for their hospitality and congratulating the members
of the Bureau for their elazactlorn, the representative of Kenya remarked that the
crisis in Africz requived immediate, concerted action., Food and agriculture needed
special consideracion: most ceountries had bocome net food importers, and some

had te rely on food aid, but at the same time the majority were not exploiting
their agricultural potential. All African countries, with assistance from the
international community, needed to exploit the continent’s potential to produce
food, Since annual rainfall throughout Africa was low and unreliable, planners
needed to be aware of weather patterns and pay mere attention to meteorogical
services. He emphasized that the time had come for planners to make consideration

to extremee in weather as opposed to trying to bend the weather to our nzeds.

87. His Government was following a food policy stratecy that aimed at attaining
food self-sufficiency. Food storage facilities and an efficlent distribution net-
work had been established, to raduce food wastage. FResearch was being conducted

into crops that could be adapted to low rainfali.

88. His Govermment was plezased to be able to host the temporary office of the
Secretary-General's Special Rerra2sentative on Africa's Economic Crisis. HRe assured
the Special Nepresentative and :epresentatiﬁes of the organizations working with him
that his Government would render ail the necessary support o make their work a

success.

89. He stressed the need for Africa to address the ideals of the Lagos Plan of
Action., The very low level of ipntra-iAfrican trade was due in part to the poor
infrastructure and lack of industrial develovment prevalent in Africa, which was
why the development of tramspert and communications and industry was given such
prominence in the Lagos Plan c¢f Action. His own country had already established

a Northern Corridor transport system connecting Uganda, Rwandz and Burundi and the

Kenyan part of the Lapos-Mombasa Highway, and other regional road networks were in
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progress, His cduntry was also ready'to share its telecommunications network
with its neighbours. Little, however, had been done to integrate the Lagos
Plan of Action into national development plans. He hoped that arrangements
could be made for the more effective implementation of that Plan and the Final

Act of Lagos,

90, The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya opened his intervention by
conveylng to African countries the fraternal greetings and good wishes of the
Government and people of his country on the cccasion of the twenty-first anniversary

of the Organization of African Unity.

91. He observed that there had been a considerable improvemeni in the Commission'’s
translation of documents into the Arabic language and expressed the hope that
documents in Arahic would always be available at plenary, committee and subcommittee

meetings.

92, He entered a ﬁlea for strong economic co-operation and integration in Africa..
In that connection and on behalf of his Government, he invited the Conference to
hold its 1990 meeting in the Libyaa Arab Jamahiriya, on the occasion of the opening.
of ‘the first phase of a canal that would eventually link Sarir and Tazerbo, in the
south east of the country, to the coast. Such a meeting would also afford otheﬁ '
African countries the opportunity to see what successes his own had ééhieved, in‘ﬁ
industrial and water resources development in particular. He stressed the .
importance of African countries’ calling on other African countries for help before

calling on the intermational community.

923, He urped the secretariat tc conduct more socio-economic research, stressing
the need to have a clear idea o¢f avzilable socio-economic structures and material
and human resources in order to draw up shori- and long~term development plans and
programmes that depended mainly on local fundinz, and to co-ordinate economic

activities and integrate African economies through regional co-operation
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activities, making due allowance for political considerations. He deplored the
fact that political considerations on the part of certain countries:tbgether
with a shortage of information often obstructed efforts by his country to.fund
projects in developing countries. The role of the public sector in industry

and agriculture needed to be expanded. The land tenure svstem in Africa did not
lend itself to the developnent of agriculture or efforts to combat drought and
desertification. TFarming needed to be mechanized and irrigation should be more
widely used. It was also vital to set up weather stations to study nmatural

phenomena and to "establish food reserves to cope with any eventuality.

94, He affirmed his country‘s convictionthat multinational institutions were
neaeded and were important, His country was ready tc continue to support them,
although some of them were not functioning effectively. 1In this connection,

he feferred tb the Ad Hoc Committee established to leok irto the evaluation, har-
monization and/or merger of the activities of African multinational institutions
sponsored by ECA and DAU and regretted that it had been unable to complete its
work betweén:the ninth apnd tenth meetings of the Conference of Ministers. While
welcoming tbe eff0rts nade by the MULPOCs, notably that in Tangiers, he lamented
the poor results thgt_multinational institutions had produced in recent years

and said thét unless the situation improved nmarkedly, his country might be

obliged to reconsider its participation.

95. He related his country's progres in integratins women into the development
process and emphasized the need for women's training and employment programmes,

especiaily in rural areas.

96. Finally, he suggested it would be useful if the meetings of the Conference
of Ministers were to be held in countries where participants could visit inter~

country projects or national projects of interest to other countries.



E/ECA/CM.10/38/L.1
Page 30

97. The representative of Mali suggested that the Conference should devote

more attention to the economic situation in Africa and the implementation of the
Lagos Plan of Action, In his view the African economic crisis was neither new
nor strange to the international community: it had been going on for a decade.
In response to an appeal from African countries the international community

had diagnosed the causes. The next task was to administer the remedy. He
therefore welcomed the Secretary-General'’s recent initiative, recommending

that the programme of action he had laid should be carried out within the bread
outlines of the Lagos Plan of Action with due regard for the Substantial New

Programme of Action..

93. African countries must work at their own development. His country's
development plan for 1981-1955 emphasized the harnessing of water resources, the
restoration of plant cover and rebuilding of herds, and the improvement of
transport links with other countries, all in connection with the objective of
attaining self-sufficiency in food. Unfortunately endemic drought had put
checks to the Government's efforts. With the support of the International
Monetary Fund 2z2nd the World Bank, the Government had therefore embarked on an
economic recovery programme that would evantually lead to genuine structural

adjustments.,

99. He concluded with the suggestion that a resolution should be drafted
calling on the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretary-General
ad interim of OQAU, to znhaace the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action

and the Third United Nations Development Decade.

100. The representative of HMorocco pointed out that since the last session of
the Commission, the economic and social situation in most African countries
had deteriorated. Even the signs of an economic upturn in the developed

countries had not had the expected beneficial e¢ffects on African economies.,
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101l. The transport sector was the mainspring of development. Accordingly,

the integrated development of transport infrastructure was accorded the
highest importance by his Government, in keeping with the Lagos Plan of Action
and Final Act. A series of road and rail tramsport projecﬁs had been selected
including a principal highway lirking Tangiers with Lagos and a railway link
acrosgs the desert from the HMoroccan network to the future Pan*AfriEan railway

system.

162, The purpose of the permanent Europe~Africa link was to build a structure
across the Straits of Gibraltar in order to promote trade between the two
continents. The venture would benefit countries lying along several major
transport routes and would be of particular value to the land-locked countries

in the subregion. Feasibility studies based on comparative costs of land, sea
and air freight for distances of over 4,000 km and individual journeys by
passengers of 2,500 km showed that the project was economically viable and could
attract a substantial proportion of the current volume of traffic, while bringing

benefits to 23 separate countries.

103. On the topic of the current crisis, be suggested the dispatech of an
emergency high~level delegation to make donor countries more keenly aware of

the zravity of thé situétion and the need for immediate actionm to remedy it.

He called for specific customs legislation to apply to all non-African imports
other than food, energy products and raw materials. The revenue from such an
"African solidafity levy™ would serve to pay for food imported from the dutiable
countries into the loast developed countries and those most affected by drought.
In the same spirit, his country had for some years been offering phosphates to

developing countries on preferential terms.

104. In conclusion, he reminded the meeting that his country was determined to
work for the creation of a greater Maghreb that would shelter its members from

hegamonic desicns in any quarter.
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105. The representative of Nigeria commended the ECA secrcotariat for the quality
of the papers prepared for the Conference and for the excellence of its work
during the period covered by the Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary.

ECA deserved 2ll the support it needed to countinue and intensify its activities.
African Governments should contribute generously to the United Nations Trust Fund
for African Development in order to enable ECA to take care of those crucial

sectors that could not attract sufficient foreign rescurces.

106. The establishment of the OAU/ECA inter-secretariat committee had been an
important step in fostering co-operation and collaboration between the two

organizations. It was hoped that such collaboration would be further strengthened.

107, The critical economic situation in Africa, with low levels of investment,

low overall rates of growth, low levels of foreign reserves, and mounting external
debt, inflation, unemployment and widespread food shortages, could only be viewed
with concern. It called for careful analysis and a re~examination of development
strategies. There was, in particular, a need to review agricultural policies

and provide small-scale subsistence farmers with the assistance they required.

At the same time, however, bold steps werz needed to encourage large-scale
commercial agriculture. Industrial devclopment policies needed to emphasize

local value added, a2nd in the social services area, cost recovery should be the
guiding principle. Most countries needed to take steps to reorder their priorities,
maintain their existing facilities, use standard, functionmal designs instead of
grandiose ones, mobilize domestic resources, close their trade gaps and rationalize

the operations of public corporations.,

103. In genmeral, policiesz war: more important than programmes and projects in the
area of economic recovery. While macro—economic projections would continue to be
necessary to ensure consistency in the availability and use of resources, specific
targets for the domestic production of such crucial commodities as food and drugs

were needed.
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Finally, he amplauded the Secretarv-fenera? of the United Wations for focusing

attention on the sperial problems of Africa. The success of the Secretary-General'

efforts, however, vould he judged chiefly Fv the flows of resources to Africa

they generated, It was the international community's swecial responsibility to

increase such flows,

110.

The representative of Ruvanda congratulsted the COrganlzation of African

Inditv and the people of ffrica on the occarion of the Z21st Anniversary of the

Organization and thanked the Government and people of Ethiopia for their hospitality

and the excellent facilities they had provided for the work of the Conferernce.,

Ve indicated that ~hile he would have liked to deliver a loug statement, the

constraint of tire would not permif:, However, he wished to suggest that the

Yemorandum on the economic and social c¢risis in Africa should highlight the

collectively,

111,

The representative of Silerra Leone noted that all the statements made

so far had rainted a pessimistic picture of Lfrica's nrospects in the 19580s,

That should nct ke so, Althoush Afyican agricultural output was stagnating or

declining, and natural disasters had contributed to the decline, the prablem

vas not wholiv a domestic cne, While iz was nroper to Jirect attention to the

responsihility of African countries for finding snlutions to the continent's

agricultural crisis, he urred thz internat’onal rcommunity not to frustrate African

efforts by pavinpg lov orices for the continent's aericultural eXnOTtS. Teclining

cocoa nrices in vecent vears illustuated thao aldhourh pricing policies vwere

important, there was & limit to the prices which "overaments could pay farmers

vhen they thewselves {id not receive remunerative prices on the world market.

The huvers whe Mal forced cocona and coffee nrices dovn in the latter half of

T,

tha 197Cs had severelv reduced Tlest African countries' ability to purchase vital

agricultural supplicg, thus limitine thelr pover to core with thelr growing

debt-servicinz protlems.
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112, The representative of the Sudan said he took particular note of the
Secretary-General's initiative wit™ resmect to the crisis facing £frican
countriass and particularly the least developed ones. “he 53udan would give every
supprort tc the Executive Sgcratary and the temporawy institutional arrangements

set up 1n Maireori in that connection,

113, The discussien in the Preparatory Committee had painted a bleak plcture
of the drought and foo crisis, The highly informative statement by the
Secretary-Ceneral of the World Meteorological Organization did not encourage easy

optimism about raridly hringing the ordeal of human suffering to an end,

114, Owver the lzst tvo decades, his country had wvitnessed with anguigh the
encroachmentof the desert, with its devastating effect on the socio-economic

fibre of the country and on agricultural ougput. Ve recommended the streamlinins
and articulation of national =fferts, with supnort from other African countries

and the internatiomal community at larze. He reported thar the Sudan had
established an institution some years before under the ausnices of its national
council for research to “deal with desertification, streamlining the natilonal

effort and selecting innovative approactes, e declared his country's willingness
to share its exrerience with the growins number of Aronsht-stricken African

countries,

115, Suffering in the Su’an had bheen commounded by the refuree problem, Waves

of hunery, wretched ans frightened Africans crossed the_country's extensive borders,
escaning from severely-stricken te comparatively less stricken areas, which they
socn over-nrazaed and wnde harrer,  Fe renorted that the Whartoum Declaration on
Desertification had been followed by the Second National Iconomic Conference, held
in Yarch 12%4, which had rural develorment as a malr theme and emphasized the
importance of self-reliance and naticnal efforts in economic and social development,

That Conference sav foreign assistance only as complementary to domestic efforts,
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116; He completely endorsed the sentiments and views contalned in the ECA Special
Memorandum, pledging his country’s support at the forthcoming sessions of the

Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly,

117. The renresentative of Tunisia said that the present meeting was particularly
importént in view of the worsening economic crisis in the African region,

Deteriorating terms of trade, falling prices for raw materials, growing

protectionism, wildly fluctuating exchange rate and high rates of interest in

addition te prolonged drousht were stifling development efforts, He commended
the Secretary-General for stimulating international awareness of the situation in

the region and expressed support for hig efforts to find sclutions to the problem.,

118, Africa's development rested first and foremost on the Africans themselves,
Pomestic resources needed to be mohilized and harnessed by means of medium- and
long~term measures, in accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action. Aware of the

gravity of the situation, Tunisia had expressed its solidarity with African

‘countries affected by drought by praviding them with moral and material assistance

within its limited means, A free flow of information was of great importance
for African regional integration, The Pan~African Documentation and Information
System (PADPIS) therefore needed to be strengthened and established omn a sound

footing,

119, The difficulties that confronted the various FCA - and OAU - sponsored
institutions were insurmountable : the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Cemmittee
established to implement TCA resolution 477 (XVIIIj nrovided a sultable ffamgwprk
commended for the role it was playing in implementing the Lagos Plan of Actibﬁ,'
and both it and the MILPOCs should be given additional resources to enable them

intensify their efforts,
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120, The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania endorsed the com—
ments mades at the opening of the Conference on the worsening economic and

social crisis facing Africa and the short~ and iong-term solutions suggested,

121, While recognizing that all the items on the agenda were important, she
wished to concentrate on an issue of critical importance to her country and
its immediate neighbours: an imported storage pest scientifically known as
Postephanis Truncatus -~ Bostrichidae or the Larger Grain Borer. First recorded
in the Tabora region in 19381, having entered the country through maize imports,
the pest had spread to most parts of the country and now threatened adjoiniﬁg
countries. Although the Larger Grain Borer normally attacked maize it had

also been identified in cassava and in other produce.

122, 1In some parts of the country it was not uncommon to find cobs in which
up to 80 per cent of the grain was damaged after 3 to 6 @onths in storage.
Losses were currently estiﬁéﬁéd at 9 per cent of the maize produced for home
consumption each yeaf or mdre,\and all the measures taken so far had proved
ineffective. Her Government was very concerned about the spread of the pest
and had designed a three-year programme (a) to help the extension service

of the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, with the support of the Tropical
Pesticides Research inétitute, to promote effective control procedures in
heavily infested areés, (b} to expandra-training programme on long-term con-
tainment, and (c) to ensure the continued availability of equipment and |
supplies (sacks, transport, insecticides, etc.). The programme would require
86,5 million: she appealed to all the countries represented at the meeting
and to international donor agencies to come to her country's and its neighbours’

assistance,

123,  The representative of Zaire said that the primary goal of the founding
States of QAU had been to create a politically and economically stfong united
continent. As there was no political freedom without economic independence,
the grave economic crisis Africa was currently undergoing was no less serious
a threat to its political independence. He welcomed the decision by the

United Nations Secretary-General to rally in support of Africa in its crisis,
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commenting that $tates, too, were embarking individually and collectively on
the difficult paths to progress. The entire ceatinent, he considered, needed
to open its eyves to lts ecomomic plight and take radical, decisive action.

124, He cherefcre called on tie Secretary-Ceneral ad interim of CAU, in close
collazboration with the Executive Secretary of ECA, to arrange for an early
economic sumnit wher~ de~ds ol Jcate and Geovernmeat eould outline Africa’s
development problems in cleaurer, morz African terms (with due allowance for

. u

gsome political snd idz=ologizal differences). Such a summit woulcd boldly set

jmt

forth Afvican interecte in the iight of the Lagos Plan of Action and Tinal
Act and, by capitalizing on Africa's immeasursble potential while aliowing
for the coustraints fuherent in Africau econowmic systems, offer a solution

better suited to the sccial and ecouomic goais of the continent.

125, Tha representetive of Zambpiz said that in the past two yezrs the economic
situation of tiie African continant had vocscned greatly, Widespread famine

had taken voob in parte of hir countiy hecause of sevare dreought since 1982,

and over 40,000 paenlz were in nmead of cwaigency Focd zid.  Peor rainfall had

pravented fermers Jrom taking advautage of a nationsl package of incentives

{2

including increased producer prices and cieeitv. Pear ULDP growth over the past

two years nad besu zers. The @main suport orowodity, copper, continued to earn

little forcign exchange and tha shertapge of foreign currency had reduced the

3

country's ability to imsocrt ‘ndus

srinl goods and spare parts and to service

s

its external d=bt.

125, Fav zzom callias inte cuestion the feazibility of the Lagos Plan of
Action, chorteges of forveiyn exchanrce., the droughi and problems with energy
supplics only made “t the wor: nccesszary {0 “mrlament the Plen 'as the survival
programme for Africa, The political will that hHad led to the creation of
sovereign African Stutes remainad a potont foree for African advancement in

other aveas, ircluding ecsoncopic develeopment. Since the adoption of the Lagos
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Plan of Action.and the Final Act of Lagos, in 1980, his Government had been
pursuing a long-term strategy more in line with the objectives of self-
sufficiency in food and the local processing of raw agricultural produce.

It had likewise embarked on a policy cof tighter budgetary control and on
reviews of the country's taxation and tariff structure and development policy-

making machinery.

127, Active political support was vital for the implementation of the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos not only at the national but also
at the continental level, Political leaders should ensure that ECA's
operations were streamlined to facilitate the execution of development
programaes. The Cormission's lengthy procurement and recruitment procedures
must be changed for the better. In the sazme context, he appealed for greater

technical, economic and political co-operation at the subregiomal level.

128. Recalling the ninth meecting of the Conference of Ministers and the

Silver Jubilee of the Commissicon, the representative of Zimbabwe indicated

that the celebration had been more of a post mortem than jubilation, for one
delegation after another had bemcaned the crisis facing the continent: severe
drought which had persisied since the 197Cs, desevtification, proliferation

of crop pests etc. loreover, all subsequent meetings had been held in the
shadow of the economic crisis facing th2 continent. The situation remained
unchanged. 1lore than 50 per cent of member States were among the least
developed countries in the world, deserts were encroaching on their agricultural
land at an alarming rate, and Africa had become victim to the crisis in the

global economy.

129, His Goveranment had iaid a very carefuli foundation ior the mobilization
and better utilization of resources and had harnessed the resources of the
soil., 1In the spirit of self~sufficiency and self-sustainment, it had laid
emphasis on the development of effective educational and training institutionms,

the improvement of domestic markets and the provision of adequate incentives
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to pfoducers. However, the whole edifice had collapsed under the'preésurer

of the general economic crisis. Thé longest drought ever experienced in

the southern African subregion, dbﬁpled with the world recession, had

seriously affected Zimbabwe, leading to a 30 per cent drop in exports,
restricted import allocations and increased external borrowing. To alleviate
the effects of these pressures, the Government introduced export incentives,
extended export credit terms from 3 to 6 months and activated $70 million in
export facilities with the World Baﬁk for much needed imports of raw materials,
Those measures, which ran contrary to the need to create z new order, the
basis on which the government of Zimbabwe was elected, were taken as a matter

of survival.

13C. Drought and world recession had been aggravated by the destabilization
policy of the South African regime. The Burdén vhich the front-line States
carried on behalf of the world's conscience had become very heavy. It should
be remembered that anv solution to the crisis that left any part of Africa

in the hands of colonialists and racists would bé but a short-term solution.
He pointed out that South Africa’'s acts of destabilizationwere second to the
drought in their economic effects.and urged the international community not
to wait until the front—~line States were too weak to play a constructive role

in the search for peace and freedom in Southern Africa.

131. The representative of Zimbabwe remarked that the very high attendance
at the Preparatory Committee meeting attested the fact that member States
and the international community attached great importance to the economic

crisis facing the continent--the focus of the meeting. Yoreover, the level

of debate was high and participants were interested in finding solutions to

problems as shown by the formulation and adoption of the Special Hemorandum
on Africa's economic crisis, Those important aspecis of the work of the
Cormittee and the serious discussion of sectoral programmes and problems had
led to the production of a package of proposals and recommendations which

would have great significance for policy formulation by African countries.
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132, However, there were at least two shortconings in the work of the Committee:
The great number and the general nature of its recommendations and proposals,
Whiledlts resclutions did indeed pinpoint various issues and the action to be

taken In specific sectors, their very number was a handicapr in their implementation.
The Committee, should have been more technical in its statements, proposals and

recommendations.

133, 1In conclusion, he reaffirmed his countrv's support for the peoples of
‘Namiblaand South Africa, who were carrying out a liberation struggle for the
freedom and security of the sub-continent, without which no economic growth,

self-sufficiency and self-sustainment could be attained,

134. The observer for the Africa Regional Committee for the Integration of Women
in Pevelopment briefly explained to the Conference the outcome of the meeting of
the Commitfee held in Adddis Ababa from 14 to 1& May 19284, The report of her
Committee, which had been endorsed.by the Preparatory Committee, included six

resolutions that the latter Committee had reformulated as:

{(a) Draft resolution M1 (XIX) on the participation of African women in the
Horld Conference to Review and Appraise the Achlevements of the United Mations

. Decade for Women; and -

: .(b) Draft resqlﬁtidn 512 (XIX} on African ﬁomen in deﬁelopment, especially
the urgent need to mobilize financial anéd human resources for women subsequent
tothe United Natlons Decade for ¥Homen,

The Prepéfaéory Comrittee had then approved those draft resolutions for submission

to the Conference of 'iinisters.

135. She drew the attention of the meeting to the forthcoming Repgional Conference
on the Integration of Women in Development at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania.
In that counnection, she asked delegations to request African governments to ensure
that many African women participated in the Conference. &he also appealed to
African States and the United Uations generally to provide support for the

Committee's continuing rvomen's rrogramme,
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136, The observer for Cuba expressed appreciatiorn for being allowed to address
the meeting, He referred to the adverse effect on international economic relations
not only of the current ecomomic erisis but altso of the discriminatory, coercive,

aggressive practices of certain develoved courtrias against third world countries,

137. The situation had been agsravated by the reluctance of certain major
developed countries, headed by the United States of America, to undertake tedious
negotiations for a HWew International Fconmermic Ovder, GCrowing brotectionism and
high intérest rates had ageravated already dramatic fereign deht prohlems for
third world countries., There was alse a growing tendency on the part of some
countrieS_to adoot 2 selective, individual anproach rather than a collective

one, in order tc Aivide the developing countries and erode the negotiating

canaclity of the Group of 77,

1358, He stressed the importance of the forthcoming thirty-npinth session of the
General issembly. rarticularly in relation to the evaluation of the International

Davelopment Ztrategy for the Third Tnited Wations Development Decade,

139, In conclusion, he pledzed his country's support for international action to
solve Africa’s nroblems, 1Its collaboration with many States of that continent

was nroof of its interest in the prol:lems which Africa Taced.

140, The observer for India stated that low-income countries in Africa continued

to suffer from the effects of the recession which had afflicted the world economy
since 1929, Fven thoush that recesslon annearn! ic be atat'ag, those countries

were still harmed br the shar» rise in international interest rates, lov commodity
rrices, the decline jr concesslonal ale and protectionist policies in the industrial
countries, The rate of cconomic erowth in Jdeveloring countries had fallen by
approxinately 1 to 2 per cent in 1982, with ner capita income: falling for the

second year in a raw, It was eétimatoﬂ that in 1202 a smaller volume of manufac-
tures had haaﬁ_eﬁporteﬁ bv developing countries than ip 1981, and at lower average
dollars prices, Peceints from the export of non-fuel primary resources had even

been hit harvder,
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14}, ¥e explained that the worsening and inadequate flow of rescurces was plobal
in character and therefore could not be resolved by regional or sectoral solutions,
That crisis, arisinz from the issuves related to raw materials, enerey, trade and
develonment, money and finance was s manifestation of sectoral maladjustments and
required an Integrated approach fer its solution., The internaticnal financial

and monetary systers therefore pesded to he exonmined vwith a view to effecting

the necessary reforms,

142, Reviewino the deteriorating balance-of-payments and the severe adiustment
measures whick threatened to cause scclal tension in some countries, he provosed

a number of emergency measures, which included lowver interest rates in industrialized
countries, the improverment of environment for trade and the arranging of financial
flows to develowine countries on appropriate terms so that investments in
infrastructure, agriculture and human resources could be made without incurring

unrcanageable debts,

143, Ve informed the Conference of the discussions at the seventh Conference of
Yeads of State of Zovermments of Mon-aligned Countries on the need for a Hew
InternationalnEécnomic Orcder and the commitrent of that Conference to collectlve
self-reiiénce. Areas of co-operation identified with that end in view included
agriculture, irrigation,:research into plant varieties, public health, technical

training and swall industries.

144, Finally, he exﬁressed Iniia's re-dedicatior to nromoting Indo-African
co-operation in the ensuing yozrs, In a’dition to hilateral country projects, Indis
was involved in major FCA vroiscts such as the African Regional Centre for
Engineering Design an” Manufacturing and other engineerins industry development

prosrarmes.,

145, The observer for the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Nenublice pointed out that
10%4 yas the vear in vhich a preliminary assessment of prorress in the implementation
of the International Development Strategy for the 17705, the Third United

Nations Development Tecade, was to be made, "hile emmhasizing
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the importance that his ccuntry attached to thit lecade, hz noted that the progress
achieved so far could hardly he considered satisfactory. Growth rates in most
developing countriss were far lower chan those envisaged in the Strategy. For

Africa, GDP growih was less than 1 per cent instead of the planned 7 per cent.

146. The Lagos Plan of Action was an important component of the International
Development Strategy. The Plan provided for a more ratiomal utilization of intermal
and external development factors, for increased planning and for the supply of basic
essentials. Obviously, the complex problems of Africa could not be solved without
outside support. In that respect, he outlined the assistance that his country had
rendered. Between 1976 and 1980, the volume of net Soviet economic assistance to
developing countrles had increased by more than 70 per cent. The volume of USSR
aid pledged to Africa had grown by more than a factor of four between 1976 and
1983, In addition, the USSR had prepared for ECA a geological map of Africa, a

map of African mineral reseurces, a map of African oil- and gas-bearing regions

and a moncgraph on the region's hydrogeology. In 1984, the Soviet Union planned

to host seminars for specialists from African countries on the problems of imple-

menting agricultural development, trade and maritime transport projects.

147. The observer for the United States of America declared that his country’s
support for the Economic Commission for Africa and its fine work was as well known
as 'its support for tha econbiEis aid s0Ci2i progress of the peoples of the African

continent.

148, He emphasized the fact that the scle valid theme for the meeting was Africa's
ecoLaiic problems and how to resolve them. It was his belief that all those who
had a sincere interest in resolving those problems, and in promoting the economic
progress and social bettermént of the peoples of Africa, would certainly agree
that Africa's interests were best served by focussing on constructive proposals

towards those ends.
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149, Be hoped that the representatives of Africa assembled at the Conference would
not allow themselves to be led down false paths but would address themselves to
the legitimate; worthy and urgent tasks ét hand, namely, the resolution of the
economic and social problems of the African continent and the economic and social
betterment of its peoples. Those, he concluded, were the goals to which his '

country was dedicated.

150, The representative of the Departmenﬁ for Technical Co-operation for Develop-
ment'(DTCD) reviewed her Department’s activities in the area of technical
co-operation with national Govermments and regional institutions, emphasizing
water resources development, planning and public administration. Some 343
million peopie had been without adequate water supplies in 1980, and that figure
was likely to rise to 500 million by 1990 because of resource allocation policies,
shortages of manpower, the ineffective use of available resources and failure to
involve local communities in developmental activities. The central role of
planning had been stressed in'Both the Lagos Plan of Action and the Substantial
New Programme of Action. Recent developments had made short-term planning and
projéct evaluation urgently necessary, and priority had therefore to be given to
strengthening the co~ordination capacity of Governments., As regards public |
administration, there was increasing awareness that administrative structures
were 1ll-suited to development requirements, being preoccupied with survival
rather than development. Remedial measures included the development and training
of technical personnel, an area that required more attention that it had been

given in the past,

151, In conclusion, she stressed the importance of co-operating with ECA and
strengthening ECA's operational capacities. . However, the drop in multilateral
funding was making it difficult to adopt remedial measures. She therefore hoped
that the Secretary-Generél‘s efforts would be crowned with success and assured

the Conference of her Department‘’s continued support and co-operation.
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152, The representative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) said that three very welcome developments testified to the importance

of the meeting of the Conference of Ministers: first, the widespread recognition
of the worsening ecomnomic crisis in Africa: second, the realization that a large
range of medlum-.and long~term lesues were inseparable from short term-decline:
and third, the comwitment of the United Hations syscem and the international
community to identify possible lines of collective action. She expressed
satisfactlon with UNCTAD's fruitiul co-operation with African countries and
collaboration with ECA, and imdicated her organization’s commitment to continue

in the same spirit.

153. Outliniag UNCTAD's ideas and activities concerning such areas as external
debt and its impact on the economic situation of developing countries, she stated
that one gbjective in analysing a debt burden should be to restore the debtor
country’s capacity to service its debt. Other UNCTAD activities and studies
related to protectionism and structural adjustment, commodity prices and earnings
stabilization, and the management of international commodity trade. UNCTAD
believed that one way of assisting in the reversal of the economic crisis lay in
the transformation of technological infrastructure, and in that respect assistance

had been provided to some African countries.

154. Finally, she reported her organization®’s activities in promoting economic
co-operation among developing countries (ECDC) as it related to the development
and ultimate negetiation of a Global System of Trade Preferences (GSTP)

stating that there were vood chances that a workalle GSTP mizht socn be

negotiated.

155. The UNDP Repional Director for Africa stated that since his assumption of.
office, his primary concern had been to consider how his Bureau could more
effectively meet the concerns of Affican GCovernments ag expressed in the Lagos
Plan of Action, Accordinglyghthe administrative staff had been expanded., and the
Bureau now had one department in chﬁrée of the repicnal programme for Africa and
four departments to serve West Africa, Central Africa, Fast Africa and Southern

Africa respective.
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156. He briefly described the financial situation of UKDF and the regional
programme for Africa. The expected increase in anunual voluntary contributions
from funding agencics had not materialized: in other words, the resources made
available to UNDF for the period 15&2-193& had diminished by almost 50 per cent.
The initial Indicative Planning Figure (IPF) for the regional programme for
Africa had been $US 273.4 million. Unfortunately, the figure used when the
programme was submitted to the ECA Conference of Ministers in Tripeli had been
no more than $US 205 million, and the situation since then had constrained UNDP
to reduce the total resources for the 19¢2-1986 programming cycle by a further

508 70 million.

157. UNDP and ECA were co-operating harmoniously tecause of the mutual under-
standing and trust demenstrated by both organizations. ECAH had become the
executing agency for regional projccts financed by UNDP ard had encouraged UNDP
to. approve in 1932 the regional programme whosc priorities were based on those
of the Lagos Plan of Action. One problem which scemed to be holding back the
speedy development of ECA 2s executing agency was the obligation to have certain
decisions cleared by United Mations Headquarters in New York. The Conference
might consider tha:s matter and help ECA te find a solution that would improve

the quality of assistance UNDP rendered to African countries.

158. The multinational institrtioms sponsored by ECA and OAU had always enjoyed
the priority support of UMDP in Africa. For that reason, UNDP welcomed

resolution 477 (XVIII} on the establishment of an ad hoc committee to consider
the situation of those institutions and to make proposals for their most effective

use.

159. UNDP had been clogelv associated with the special effort being made by the
United Nations Secretary-General to mobilize the internationmal community in response
to the economic and social crises that Africa was experiencing. The Executive
Secretary of ECA was to be commended for his initiative in inscribing that
particularly disquieting item on the agenda. The African LDCs had been the worst
hit: accordingly, UNDP was exploring with UHCTAD, the World Bank and ECA ways of
making the mechanisms established under the Substantial Wew FProgramme of Action

better suited to the goals o7 the LDCs.
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160, The respresentative of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) conveyed the greetings of its Executive Director to the Conference and

lauded the excellent co-operation that existed betwesn 0AU, ECA and UNIDO.

161. He reported that the Conference of African Ministers of Industry had reviewed
progress and noted with satisfaction the efforts of member States to incorpqrate
activities related to the Industrial Development Decade for Africa in their

national development plans and subregional co-operation activities. Progress had
also been made in co-operation between African and Latin American countries. On
account of the success to date, the 0AU, ECA and UNIDO secretariats were

considering the possibility of organizing a meeting in Asia similar to that recently
held in Brazil so as to strengthen co—-operation with the countries of Asia,

including China.

162, Great efforts were required to mobilize financial resources for African
countries to implement the programme for the Decade. He informed the Conference
of the uses planned for the $1 million &llocated by the General Assembly, adding
that the Conference of African Ministers of Industry had appealed for an increase
in the allocation to an annual minimum of $5 million and that a similar appeal
had been made to UNDP, The Conference;of,Aﬁrican Ministers of Industry had also
adopted a common position for the fourth General Conference of UNIDO and adopted
a resolution on the subject. He hoped that the Confecrence of Ministers would -
endorse the recommendations of the seventh meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry and hoped that its endorsement would go hand in hand with the
adoption of national and subregional measures aimed at financing IDDA activities.
He appealed for active participation at the highest level possible in the fourth

General Conference of UNIDO to be held at Vienna from 2 to 1& August 1934.

163. Finally, he informed the Conference of progress in the transformation of
UNIDO into a specialized agency and appealed to African countries to intemsify
their participation in UNIDO's activities; he assured the Conference that UNIDO

would continue to intensify its efforts to assist African countries.
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164, The representative of the United Kations Sudano~Sahelian Qffice said that
multisectoral national, subregional and regional plans for combating drought
and desertification were essential if African countries were to be able to
deal effectively with the perils facing the continent. African countries
also needed to co-operate with countries and organizz=tions that were in a
position to lend technical and financial support to short- medium~ and long-
term programmes. His office was always ready to back African countries,
individually or in groups, that wanted support in the formulation, funding or

execution of plans of action against drought or desertification.

165, The representative of the United Bations University expressed his

gratitude at being invited for the first time, to the meeting of the ECA
Conference of Ministers. The University sought to contribute in its own way

to finding solutions to the crisis currently facing Africa, through the medium

of several projects within its programme and training activities. Those projects
included the award of fellowships in various fields, meetings and workshops in
éreas such as mineral resources and industrialization in Africa, national and
subregional case studies oun the activities of tramsnational corporations in
Africa and on food technology and nutrition. The University had three associated
institutions in Africa and was actively involved in the establishment of an
institute for natural resources in Africa. Within the context of the Secretary-
General's initiative it sought to link the deliberations of its own special

committee on Africa to the search for long~term solutions to the crisis.

166. The Executive Director of the World Food Council said that the food crisis
constituted only part of the deeper economic crigis afflicting "Africa, While
emergency messures were necessary to alleviate human suffering, action to meet
medjum— and long-term objectives was equally important. WFC had, over the past
five years, co-operated actively with ECA and OAU in assisting African countries
in fheir‘efforts to solve food problems. Several consultative meetings and
workshops organized by WFC with African countries between 1979 and 1983, had led
many of the latter to adopt national food strategies; That approach had been
endorsed by both the General Assembly and several intergovernmental summit

meetings.
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167« He noted that food strategles were a means by which production,

conswmption, distribution and overcll food security could be pursued within a
coherent framework of national pleaning objectives and priocrities, the

principal objective being to provide a permanent solution to the food problems

to Ue nodd at Addis Ababa in June 1954,

The tenth ministerizl magoion of tie WEC

e
i

would consider a special report on food stratezies in Africa that evaluated

progress and brought to the fore the crivical issues and constraints encountered

by African countries in the implementation of their food sirategies

168. He had submitted to the Council a proposal for an increase in
Concessionary Development Assictance (CDA) of £5 billion over a period of

5 years within exisiing development assistance programmes in support of
uational food strategles and pro rammes in developing countries, particularly
in Africa. His concern was to see the declining tread in official develon-
ment assistance reversecs He believed that severel food supplies and a
revitalized azriculture uere basic to the revival of wsocial and sconomic
proszress in Africa and the achlevement of the zonls and objectives of the

Lagos Plai of Actiou.

169+ The representative of the World Food Prorramme (WFP) caid that while

more emergency food aid was nesded, it was also importaant to integrate food

aid in develcpment and use it iu programnes desigmed to increase agricultural
nroduction. Describing the activities of WIT in Afrvics cud other developiny
countries, he sald thal the programme had placed emphasis on criticel food needss
It had had .4 emergency operations iu Africa in 1983, and 24 such operations had
so far Been approved for 1984, Ia 1982, WP heol delivered 310,000 tons of food
for develonment assistance to be used in 144 development prejscis in Africa,
chiefly to promote agricultural and rural developments It had almo developed
innovative uscs of food aid vhich included price ztabilizuotion prosrammnes and

triangular transactions in which food surpluses in one area were brought and
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used to promote agriculiural development in otherse o hilateral donors, the
demand from.whom had increased counciderably, WFP provided services by arranging
the purchase of goods, shipping them, and monitoring focd distribution. It
monitored fool reouirements in Africa and all plecoes end shipmeits to affected
countries, nrepared monthly status reports, and recordel the arriﬁal dates and
guantities of food supplieds 1In response to the initiative of the Secretary-

General, WFFP had seconded a senior officer to the ilairobl office,

170s In aric arecas of Africa, it was necesbary to combine the provision of food
and water, and the receipt, storage and distribution of Tood had tc be carefully
manageds Accounting practices alse hald to be ifmproved, for donors wanted to know
what happened to the food assistance they gave. He also eﬁ@hasiéed the importance
of the purchasing power of those affected by famine, siving as examples the cases
of the 1974 flood in Jangladesli and the buffer stoclks set up in India. IHe

drew atteniion to the high priority that WFP gave to the contributions made by
womeir to the developmeni process, and the useful collaboration W¥F enjoyed with
United Jations organs, particularly the Emergency Unit of UHICEF. He hoped,
finaily, that HWFP's worl: with Governments, United iations agencies and non-
Governmental orzaaizations would malie it possible to provide needed assistance

to the affectod areas.

171, The represecstative of the United Mations Tducational, Scilentific and
Cultural Orzanization (UWESCO) conveyed the rewrets of its Director-General

for his inanility to attend the mecting owing to the session of the UNESCC
Txecutive Boards 'The Director—Ceneral wished the Couference sucess and promised
that e would never shuu the duties entrusted to nim by the international
commu:iity. He trould, in particular,. costimue to uphold the UNESCO Constitution
in the interent cof development everywherc.

170« The Dirscior-Genecral lent whole-hearted surpert to the advancement of

-

developing countrics in general and of the least Jdeveloped countries in particular.
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UNESCO's programues of assistances uere familinr o member States and to CAU and
ECA, witk whom areas of co-operation fer tho implementation of the Lages Plan
of Action had been defined., Co-operation between LCA and UNESCO through joint
concertation meetings had gone a long way in the past tuwe years towards develop—
ing a definite programme of action and specific projects had been identified for
implementation.in the éontéxt of' the Lagos Plan of Actions HJew areas agreed
upon in mid-February 1984 included environment, education, the social and human

sciences, the natural sciences, commnication and co-cperation for development s

173+ The role of UNESCO's regional offices had been underlined by the holding
of the most recent joint concertation mecting at hig Orgenization's regional
office at Nairobi, Kenya, as well as by the "spirit of Nairobi. UNESCO
appreéiated the unflinching support and sclidarity which its African members
had demonstrated in order to safeguard the noble principles adopted hy the
interngtional community, as well as their continuing participation in the

Organization's activities despite the grest hardships they faced.

174. The representative of the Internaiicnal Civil Aviation Organization (ICAC)
expressed his organigzation’s sratitude fer heing invited to participate in the
meeting and recalled its regular participation in the activities of LCA. Bven
though great'strides had heen made in the development nf civil aviation infra-
structure, much remained fo be done. The developument of iafrastructure had in
fact fallen short of requirements, he added, quoting as an example the Air Navige-
tion Plan developed in Arusha, Tangania, in 1979. Commnications services and

facilities, too, still reguired a lot of financial and human resources,

175. Explaining ICAQ's emphasis on civil.aviation development for least developed
and land-locked countries, he rcported that airport projects in Botswana, Lesotho
and Swaziland were in their lazt stages of implementation. Himan rezources develop-
ment had always been given very high priority:s he informed the Conference oi’ past
collaboration with OAU and AFCAC in that area. TFinally, he informed the Conference
that his organization was at the disposal of member States as a lead agency and

executing agency Tor civil aviation projecis.
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176e The represeniative of the World Health Organization (WHO) said that the
cuaalative effects of malnutrition during the great drought of 1903, [ollewed by
a series of eccnomic crises, had lefd the populations of a number of countries
vulnerable to disease. The physical shoritage of water had had dire psychosomatic
effects on entire populations, debasing not only their nutritional bui also their
cultural standards. He described the action WO was taking, alone and in
coliaboration with other intergovernmental and United Nations bodies concerned
with drought and its effects. Many countries that applied to the World Food Programme
for assistance were given help hy WHO in deciding on the health and nutritional
characteristics of the food they were to receive., WHO had set up joint drimking
water and sanitation projects with several international and bilateral zgencies

in order o give greater support to advances in those areszs.

177« His Orgezmization wes defernined to support tiie efforts of the United Natlons

Secretary=-Ceneral and his Special Representative on Africals Bconomic Crisis.

178¢ The representskive of the World fank conveyed to the Conference the good
wishes of Fhe President of his Organization for a successful meetings AlL the
difficulties african countries were facing, which had been the subject of the
documents before the meeting and the interventicns of the various delegations,

were well known to the Banks Put while they had been aggravated by the unfavourable
external envircament, they'could be attributed to the pursuit by many African
countries of domestic policies which in general had not encouraged the expansion

of productions The Bank was working with many countries on difficult siructural
adjusinent and policy reform programmes. «s indicated recently by his President

Yo the Development Committee, in vicw of all the unfavourable indicators ihe stark
prospects for African countries made the need for domestic policy reform more urgént
than before and highlighted the necessity for increased and susiained flows of both
bilateral and multilsteral concessional ald, provided with morc flexibility than

in bthe past.
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179 at the September 1934 ncevling of tae Dovolopuesn’ Comuiltes, the Ministers

cad vhe dntornahilonol

of #inonee would eranine a progroume LY guide -
community in helping Afvica to desl with its sevore hunan, soclaw oad sconsilc
problems. The basic informcticn for tas programse would bn asrived foom a

deeper analysis of the African crisis, using such scurces wu The DoispLovive

study on Lla and africa's developnont, 1983-200., and certoln dovaronts preparcd
Tor the current mestiag ol the Confirence, The Junlt stall would wouk widin
relevant national cnd internationszl organizations, incladin, Hlw. in 20dpering

a report which would focus on such critical insues ap mediwwtern sdjusimens
probleims, including the price and incentive enviromuent, public deliy population

and huion resouwrces developuentia

o~ 1

180, With rogard 4o resources for the Jank Group, ag a result ol two resolutions
adopied by the Bosrd of Dircetors of the Dank on 24 Mey. 1984 the aothorized

capltal of tae Sunk would be increuscd by gﬁ.4 Dillion to $65 biiliia, Lal:

*

39 billion ingtead of yl1d billiion would be oomu1tb+6 over the fhres-yenr period
starting 1 July 1984 we part of tne scventih rchenlsﬂment of ‘tho regouvces of
whe International Development iLssocistion kIDA). Sinco tue swil gounsldted was
23 billior below Hhat ncgotisted for tbue gixth ruplenishmenf, & fali of 24 per
cent in real terms, it was obvious that tho seventn re plbﬂlonﬂbﬂu would nod
permit the incroase necessary for IDa to meot alricals needn. However. s
management of the Worla Sank noo already begun o seek additional resourcos, as

instructed by the Deputy Governors of IDu 1o Januury 1904.

181e The representative of tine International Wonctary Fund seid thet Luft advocated
a lasting sclution to africs's current crisize It approved of the spirit behind
the study on fhe ecconomic and social Fituation in africa, just as it suppoiteé‘the
advigory group established under the chalrmanship of the Dircctor-General for
Development cnd International Economic Gomoporation and the Specia; aairobi officea

The PFund supported any study aimcd at creating a zone of economic gisbllity in

africa and $he lncrcasiing use of specilal concossilonary loan facilitvics.
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1024 The Funu's fucilities, such as ¥ae cereal foeility,; covld be used by
Alrican countries upon reguest, JIUF wos prepered to provide loans on hard and
sof't terws; it was reatdy to explore, togeiher with the Unifed Hations, EGA$'OAU
and african States, avenues for providing fechulesl sssistance 1o ensure that

Africa enjoyed lasting econowic grovuth, anG sustained financizl ztebllity.

183, Whe represertative of the Indernationsl Teleconmunication Taion (ILU)

praised ne exenplory collaborotion that had déveloged veivieen hils Organizatbion

and ECA in establishing such regiondl'projecfs us sne Pan African Teleccumunications
network ond the prograwme Ior the United dations Transport and Communicabions

Decade in Africo.

184+ Probiems continued to exist, nevertheless; the rnost serlous being the imbalances
in the distribution of telecommunications facilitiesg bedween cities and rural oreas
and between Soutli and Horth. At the end of 1903, for exemple, thers were fewer

telephones in the whole of Africa than in Hollond.
p

185, In the face of resource constraints, BCA. CAU, 14U, ITU and othor agencies hac
pooled their resources ana formed an Inter-agency Co-ordinating Committee {0 conduct
the feaslibility situdy on a reglonal African sglellite communications system fox

the development of Africa, with emphasis on rurzl areas. In view of its leng~term
implications, the developmenti of telecommunications requiredl a careful exwninaiion
hy Governments of all avallable technological and economic opthions, IHe iniormed
participants thot his Orgonizoticn was et their disposal wad would do everything

Fal

within the liwmits of ite competvsuce to provide assistancee lie slso informed the
Conference of parallel studies currently being conducved by independent comitiees,
saying he noped they would shed light on some of the problems,

L

185, "inally, he regreivted the effects of the world-wide recession which had led
not only o a reduction of technicel assisiance and co-cperation, but also to
protecticrist messures and the subsequent disrupticn of the dorth-South dinlogue,.
The techmology existed, however, and economies ir the transport sector were showin
ey 7 H ; g
great pronise; whal was now regquired was co-~operwilon and tne collective will to

tzke appropriste action.
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137, The Secretarv-General of the Vorls Meteorological Organization described
the drought in Africa as a terrible affliction and cause of suffering. ke said
that he would confine his remarks to the meteorological and climatic aspects
which were the special concern of his Organization, DIroughts often led teo a
diminrution in food production and water supnlies, less grovth of natural
.ﬁaéturage, with all their economic and social consequences., The current drought
" was one of the most important clirmatic rhenomera for a hundred years, It posed

‘a major challenre to science, since its end could not be nredicted.

188, 1In fact, no methods of nredicting the occcurence of drought existed,

Member States would have to learn to ldive with the problem.: Drought control
measures such a water management, the proper recording of daily precipitation,

the training of experts, an the monitoring, research and dissemination of weather
and climatic data between memher States were essential, Drouzht could not curremtly
be alleviated bty rain-making hence African esericultural production systems had to

be versatile enough to endure orolonged drought. His Organization firmly believed
that practical and useful steps could he taken to help African countries make

better use of existing weather and climatic data and techniques., Tt intended to
work with national meteorological services, regional organizations such as ZECA

and other intérnational organizations to this end,

128, A long-term strategy had to be developed with the ald of research results,
The AGRIVMET prograrme for thé countries of the Permanent Inter-State Committee
for Drought Control im the Sahel (CILES) and other such protects should be
supported by ECA, It vas essential to establish a pilot centre for meteorclogy
in Africa, building on the Wil vocational training centres that already existed
on the African continent, since the present meteorolopical services in Africa,
taken in isolation, did not dispose of the necessary resources, Politieal
support was also an imbortant pre~condition for success. Hie organization had
rrepared a draft resolution for consideration by the Conference, with the object

of ensuring that the various activities required were put on a firm footing.
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190, The Chairman welcomed the pronosals made by W0 and invited the meeting

to consider them,

191. The okserver for ARCEDEM stated that his Centre would assist member
States in the development of specialized manpower capabilities to design,
manufacture and maintain capital goods and in the promotion of entrepreneurship,
all with a view to accelerating industrial development, on vhich the development
of other sectors depended., ARCEDEM had 23 member States, He thanked Algeria,
Egyvpt, the Wiger, Miperia and the United Nations Develonment Programme (T/NDP)
for their financial contributions, which had been of vital importance in
launching ARCENFM, and added that the host Govermment of Nigeria had domated

73 hectares of land and 26,5 million for the conmstruction of three mechanical
workshops, one laboratory, a hostel to accommodate 72 people and a machine
design office, The Centre had attracted international co-operation from UNDP
and UNESCO for training and the provision of workshop machines. The Government

of India had donated 13 machines worth $310,00%,

192, The Centre's engineering activities included training, design adaptation,
upgrading of workshops and promotion of national centres. He appealed to those

African countrles which had not already jolned ARCEDE' to do so.

193. The otserver for the African ¥ational Congress of South Africa expressed

. deep avpreciation for .the opportunity to participate in the Conference. The
economic c¢risis and unfavourahle climatic conditions in Africa were of great
sienificance not only to. independent States but to the liberation movements as
well, Ye referred to the Arusha meeting of the front line States, where support
“had been pledged for the liberation of those parts of Africa that were still
not independent, pledged his organization to the struggle against racism in

South Africa, and arnealed tec the intermational cormunity for assistance,
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194, The observer for the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania (FAC) stated that

in parallel with the strusele to nreduce foo! a atrugple was taiking place to
liberate the tir of the comtinent from South Africanr colonial rule, The military
stratepy being followed in South Afriea suggested that the latter strupgle would
be protracted: z united frout of the three “outh African liberation movements
(PAC, A¥C and SUAPD) would have broupght South Africa to its knees in a very short.

time,

195, 1In Souih Africa, PAC was fightinz not onlv the Boers but the whole Western
hloc under'ﬁATO'command. The southern part of the cortinent vas where Africa's
raw matefials the same raw materials that Africe needed for its development
programmes vere concentrated., Tf Africa was to have access to those raw materials,
therefore, a rrotracted strugele with South Africa and the western bloc mizht be

necessary,

125, As far as the liberatior strucgle was conternaed, one of the problems was
the economnically weak position of the front line States, which needed the rast

of Independent AfrigaAto come to thelr rescue, The f£ront line States had already
done a great deal, He apnealed to other States for assistance to the liheration

movements,

127, Speakine on behalf of the Furopean FEconomic Community and its membey States,
the Ambassador of France to Fthiopia sai? that the clouds of a grave emergency
hungover e nineteenth session. Afrdca had never tefore faced such a serious
crisis, Thé curraent crisis vas a combination of economic, political and physical
crises which resultec in a situation where drought, the encroaching, desert and

food preblems sometimes calminated in famnine,

18, The food szituation of Southern African aﬁd Sahelian countries had worsened

i 1923, African countries hich used to he net exporters of foord had today become
importers. The resvonsability for dealing with the crisis lav orimarily with African
countries themselves, Their Governmerts had designed appropriate policies for
revitalizin® apriculture, decidinz nriorities in natters such as the fiwinz of
remunerative prices, striking a balance between the production of food and export

crops and stahilizinoe savines,
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12¢, One of the causes of Africa’s disguieting faof situation was 1ts inadeguate
transport networks, which inherited their bias towards exportation from the
formar colonial powers and thus favoured foreizn trade more than douestic or
regional trade. Thede networks did not permit an =quitable distribution of

domestic foodstuffs, raw materials and products.

200, He conciluded by expressing the determination of the Comrunity ané its
member States to contribute to the werk of the session and their confidence

that the outcome would be useful and censtructive.

201, The observer for the International Confederation of Free Trade Union

said that African economies were on the verge of collapse. Many countries

had been forced to turn to IM¥ for balance-of-payments support, which entailed
severe deflationary measures., - Millions of urban and rural workers faced the
stark rezlities of deteriorating living standards, underemployment and un-—
employment and a shortage of the basic necessities of life. The food situation

in particular was disturbing.

202, In Harch 1584, trade union leaders had met ip Dakar to discuss the

serious social and economic difficulries facing the continent and its workers
with a view to making concrete proposals for solving the crisis., The Dakar
Declaration adopted at that time set oat a practical agenda for action at
national, regional and international levels and within the trade union movement
itself, It supporied the policies of the Lagos Plan of Action, emphasized the
need for a change in the deflationary and protectionist policies of the
industrialized countriss and urged African Govermuenzes to reovient theilr
policies so as to eliminate hunger, develop human resources, create jobs and
satisfy basic human needs, Priority had to be given to national food strategies
and integrated rural development, with industrisl development programmes pivoting
around the agricultural sector. Trade unions and rural workers' organizations
had a vital role to play in the formulation and implementation of tdevelopment
plans. Industrialized countries should iuplewent growth-oriented policies and
increase aid resources, particularly food aid., He calied on the Commission

and all African intercovernmental institutions to respond urgently and con-—

structively to the trade unions proposals.
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Consideration and approval of the report and resolutions of the Fiftﬁlﬂeeting

of the Te;hnical Preparatory Committee of the Yhole, held at Addis Ababa from
15 to 21 iy 1984

203, The First Vice-Chairman introduced document E/ECA/CM.10/3 - Report of the
fifth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (Addis Ababa
15-21 Hay 1984). He suggested that the Conference should consider that report,
including the draft resolutions, submitted to it by the Preparatory Committee,
'togethér.with the ECA Special-Membfandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis
(document E/ECA/CH.10/37). The two documents were the outcome of profound
study, analysis and debate and he commended them to the Ministers., A spirit of
res#bnéibility had prevailed throughout the meetings of the Committee and he
esﬁecially thanked the Executive Secretary of ECA for having participated at

all its meetings.

204. In the observations that followed, the representative of Algeria pointed
out that his delegation had made reservations under paragraph 101 of the Report
with respect to certain projects, which were not reflected in document L/ECA/
CH.10/3 and expressed hope that the secretariat would take that into account

in the final editing.

205, The representative of the Congo noted that throughout the Conference
discussions had revolved around the economic and social crisis in Africa, which
obliged Africa to depené more on its own resources for the supporﬁ of the
activities of such multinational imstitutions as the MULPOCs which governments
had created. Rather than wait for voluntary contributions and aid donors,
African States should ensure that some contributions emanated from Africa,

He therefore suggested that a minimum amount of contribution should be

established for each State in support of the work of the WULPOCs.

206. Stating that parapgraph 209 did not fully reflect the general debate, the
representative of Zaire suggested that the paragraph should read; "It was
requested that the Executive Secretary should submit to member States as soon
as possible a document on personnel management, indicating clearly the
quantitative and qualitative representation by different African countries and
subregions and the allocation of supervisory posts in the secretariat. The
Executive Secretary was also requested to report on the number of personnel of

non-African origin”.
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707, Becoause cof its importznce. the Conference requested the Executive Secretary of
the Commission to report to the next session of the Assembly of Leads of State 2nd
Government. of the Organization of African Unity on the adoption of the Kilimanjaro
Prorramme of fiction on Population nnd self-reliant Developuent {(Annex IT1 to document
E/ECA/CIH.10/14). Draft resolution 506 (XIX) was amended accordinzly by the addition

of 2 paragraph to thot effect,

203. ‘Some delegations proposad a number of amendments to the second-phase programme,
1984~-1298, of the Upited MNations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa (con-
tained in document E/ECA/CI".10/18} adopted by the Conference of African Ministers of
Transport, Communications and Planning at its fourth meeting, heid at Conakry, Guinea,
in February 1984, After an exchange of views, the Conference decided to approve that
prosramme and amended accordingly draft rosolution 487 (XIY) by the insertion of a
preambular paragraph aftei preambular paragraph 8 and the insertion of a new para-

graph after paragraph 3.

209. The Conference decided to ~mend paracraph & of draft resolution 526 (¥IX) on the
African cconomic and social crisis to include the Director-General of FAD and to

reflect the need for furcher action by the United Mations itself and FAO.

210. In view of the fact that the Conference of Minlsters of Least Developed African
countries at its fourthimeeting, held at Addis Abnba from 22 to 24 Hay 1984, had
decided to modify the contents of draft resolutions 502 (¥XIX) and 503 (¥I¥), the
Conference decided to 2lign those rasolutions with the texts of those approved by the

latter Conference in the courze of adepting its report.
P £ p

211, Subject to the foregoing amendments, the Conference approved the report of
the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole on its fifth meeting and the

resolutions attached thereto.

£12. The Conference,; having considered the proposals made by the Secretary-General
of WMC, adopted a resolution on meteovological services to combat drought in Africa

(see resolution 528 XIX)).
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Consideration and adoption of the report of tue Conferencu of Ministers
of African Least Developed Countries

213, The representative 6f Mali, H.E,'Mbhammed Al Hamany, Chairman of the fourth
me2fing of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Counfries, held
at Addis Ababa from 22 to 24 May 1984, introduced document E/ECA/CM.10/34 which

contalned the report of that meeting.

214, The meeting, which had been atiended by 18 African least developed countries
(LDCs), had been preceded by a meeting of the Intergovermmentsl Comaittze of Experts
of African LDCs. It had considered four topics, namely, the ecomomic and sccial
sitvation in African LDCs:; the implementation of the Substantive ¥ew Frogramme of
Action (SWPA) in the African LDCs; pricing policies in African LICs; and tie
activities undertaken by ECA in 1983 and the 1984 work programme in favonr of Afviciy
1.DCs.

715. The meeting had emphasized the plight of the African LDCs and had noted that,
desnite the commitments made by the iﬁternational community and the tremandous
éfforts by those countries themselves, the implementation of the S5iP4 had rot been
very 2atilsfactory. In particular, the results of the roundtables =zad concritative
group meetings that had been so far organized had not totally met the crpectaitiors
of the ‘African LDCs. Finally, the Corference had approv*d three drefit resoluticns
on, respectively, pricing policies in the African LDCs, measures for the

effective implementation of the SNPA in African LDCs, and a substancizl asgzes-—

rent of the roundtables and consultative group meetings.

216. A7 Indicated above; the first two of those draft resolutions repnlsaced
resolutions 502 (XIX) ard 503 (XIX), respectively. For the third, sce resclution
529 (¥ix),.

217. The meeting approved the report of the fourth meeting of the Conicrance of

Ministers of African Least Developed Countries and adopted the three resolut?ons,
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Consideration and adoption of the ECA Special Jemovaudum on Africa’s Economic

and Social Crisis to the 1934 sebénd'regular session of the Economic and Social

Council and to the 20th Ordinary segsion of the Assembly of Heads of State and

Goverument of the Organizotion cf African Undty {NAU)
Lo 2 ¥

Z18. When it was suggested that the ECA Special lMemorandum on Africa‘’s Ecomomic and
Social Crisis (document E/ECA/CM.10/37) should devote some paragraphs specifically
to LDCs,. it was pcinted out that the first complete gentence on page 27 {(beginning

"Moror countries ...} atu vhe last sentence of the firet paranraph on page 28

(i egiraire "ln additien ...) dealt specifically with those countries. It might also

he oui La*x

T ¢lat _Le pmeasures to denl with the crisis ~ Chapter IT of the Memnrandum -
conecrnel tha LOGCw.

219, It was proposed that the title of the Memorandum should be changed to read
"Africa’s economic and social crisis: a speclal memorandum submitted by the tenth
meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic Planning and

Development to the ... ...'"; and that paragraph 37 of the Preparatory Committee
meeting working papav, Rev.l, dated 19 May 1984, should he substituted for paragraph
37 of document E/ECA/CM.10/37. The secretariat was requested to take those

proposals into account.

220. The representative of Ethiopia reminded the Conference that in appealing in
paragraph 50 (c) for the cancellation of their debts, African LDCs were not asking
for something new. The develoned countries should bhe reminded that the cancel-
laticn of the debts of LDCs was one of the recommendations approved at the
Conference ~f ©he Least NDeveloped Countries, held at Paris in 1981, e therefore
suggested that the *one of paragraph 50 (c¢) should be modified accordingly and
that 1t should refer to the implementation of the SNPA in addition to calling for

the caacellation of the debts of African LDCs.

221. Subject to the foregoing amendments, the Special Memorandum was approved by

acclamation.
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Other business {item 10)

222. Under this iter of the agends the Executive Secretary brought to the affention
of the Conference the following issues: the forthcoming meeting of ile Coﬁferenee
of African Hinisters of Finance on the external debts of African couniries,
scheduled to take place in June 1984 at Addis Ababaj proposals for electing the”
first members of the Techinical Committee for PADIS A;esolution 493 (XIXQ7; the
recommendation of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry on a common
African position for the Fourth General Conference of UNIDO; end the impending
retirement of Mre WeLs Booker, Chief, Division of Statistics and Mr,. Mohammed

Pakhreddine, Director of the North African MULPOC, *

223« With respect to the forthcoming meeting on external debts of African countries,
the Executive Becretary said that the purpese of bringing lne matter before thub
Conference was to distribute the relevant documents to delegations, so that -they
could bhe delivered to the wppropriate ministries in their countries. The documnents

were immediately distributed.

224« In order to enable the Conference to elect the members of tie Technical
Sommittee for PADIS when it met on 28 kay 1984 to adept its report, the Executive
Secretary suggested that the country representatives of each subregion should meel
over the weekend to declde on the couniry and if possible {the expert who would
represent it on the Technical Committee, sc that the proposals might be svailable

in due time.. His suggestion was acceptod,

225, The Executive Secretary pointed out that, although the Conference had adopted
the resolutions zpproved hy the Conference of Hinisters of Industry »i its

seventh meeting in March 1984, it had taken no decision on the hinisters of
Industryts decigion thot = mecting of the African group should be convened in
Vienna prior to the meeting of the Group of 77, in order to review and reaffirm
the common African posiiion on the UNIDO Couference adopted at their seventh

meeting, as well as tc agree ocn its negoticting strategy and on organizational
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matters, including the reguest $o0 the Secoretary~General of the OAU and the
Executive Secretary of BCA to arrange for such a meetings The Conference approved
the decision of the Winisters of Industry and $heir request to OAU and ECA N

secretariate to organize the meeting.

220 Since the tenth meeting of tho Conference of Ministers and nineteenth session
of the Commission was the last one thatMessrse Beoker and Fakhreddine would attend
before théir retirement, the Executive Secretary considered it his duty te so
inform the Conferences The two officers had served the Commissicn loyally end
diligently for mony yeafs. lir, Booker joined the Commission in 1961 and

Mre Fakhreddine in 1979 The Conference expressed its appreciation to the two
senior staff members of ECA secretfariat and wished them good health and good

“luck in their retirement.

Date and wvenue of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of kinisters

and twentieth session of the Cominission {(item 11)

227, The meeting welcomed ond accepted the kind invitation by Guinea to host the
eleventh meeting of the Confercnce of Hinisters and twentieth session of the
Commigsion, at dates teo be: defermined later. The representatkive of Guinea
thanked the meeting for accepliing the invitation oand expressed the hope that he

would see all the Ministers in Conkary, Guinea, in 1985,



D. RESOLUTIOHS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE

CONFERENCE AT ITS TENTH MEETING
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487 (¥I¥). Tited ifaticns Tranopo~' »nd Communications Decsde in Africa

(XI11) o7 o Fabraary 1877, Tceenomic aad Social
29 July 1977 and Gon.rnl assembly rcesolution 32/160
imitad Hations Transrort ansd Comrumicatioens

Decombcr 1277

in Alrige

regniutions 455 of 70 Moril 1792, and 464 (WVITI)

VR4 af 29 Jdy 1Gn2
s AR/150 of 1% December

il
and General 1y roasolution 37/1df cf 1/

1933,
Dacade reguivas regelar adiuvstment

Considering
during the Gﬂtllc neviod of

2

Hotins with satisfaction t
Commission in the crenaration ci the nrogram
by the Conference o #nisters of Transnort,

Ly the Fxagutive Scerotary of the
; 3 amproval

W
Communications ane
Fur thbr noting with satisfaction that the T=orotary-Toneral of the inited

Hations has arovi-oc vl for tha nrenarvation [ nd tzation of tie four technical
copsulitative weetings Jurins the sacor

O ER]

B TT .

Having considor.d onotho A leasntation of the ~wogyanme o7 the tirst
rhase of the Decads {EQRFnl“egg apd tho venort oL the oatmraved arvaorsmpe nD Lo secondd
phasa (195d4-1083),

Anvreciating the ¢fforis made L the ComﬂisSiOﬂ in
the guest f21r and miams of aobilizing wesource lonnd ststance

for implementing the second nhrse nrosramme,

Yhricon i
ganrh and

]4“ 15 T

.
th» rpv“1oﬁ maent obizctives
cf the curreni Tronenort

ctructy

WO

R
et N T

’

the S04 Comfurencs of Uinksters hos endersed the rograums

Corsidoring tha

.
[

the second vhase ol thoe inited Rartions Transyert z2nd CommuijWt‘cns Dectds in Afx

with repard to the transport ~nd communicntizas routes ~coor<as oriority in the Lanos

Plar of fetion an? Finnl fct of Lagos,
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Tigree hoine made townyds the full

1, Notes with satisfaction tho level of success achdeved in immlementing the

prosronas of the first ohose 7 the
implementationof the nroorvamme f£or the

nEOTSES the nropT the Transport and Communications

. . e
Decade appreved by tho Cord of E_ficen “iadscers of Tronsport, Communicotions
s Planning an Tonalry, P Tehrunry 107

AU TR Mo, B4 oFf the FﬁnFnrﬁf o of
eamunications and Slarning recommending thar .
comd Imitec Notions Traasport and CDmﬂUﬂlCatiOﬂS
ssovieonn of Aret odecade anc corsulintions with

i,  Further saan
Alrican Ministers of
should studyv th. =r:
Deeade in Mfrice
£oneys;

!

4e  Takes note of ALl the youd srojocts ancroved by the Conference of Africa

. i
Ministers of Transasrt, (ommunicitions and 31"ﬁ; e erds the ovenips wn of

the African continent and invites o member O Lo 2 oun dmriomentation of the
transport and bﬂnwanlr tions route: 3rierirv in the Logos Plaon of Action

and Final Lot of Lagns;

L. Reounzts rember Sfatec:?

2} to vissrously nursue the financine of {heir anatinnnl wroiects s=nd
arovid. the tocal cost comonsents)

Commission and the other ngenciaes with the necessary
th51011 axeoation

information on cots;

o Financinl institutions to

iwive meetinss on

: Tamhakee, g oam a1y pransnort
scheduled for 20 teo 2u Hovembey 1984 a2t L1 “\’111f Tnahen, andd in oarticulzr to
rrovide technical =nd finesncial masources on 1317 svms o Africap countriss for
the immlesentation ~7 the socond SE NTC LA

14 ¢ Aoy countriss angd Intornai
participatv Tally ans ﬂositively in tha two techmw

bBroadcasting schedulicd for 1 40 7 June 183

7. HDmeals onece more T donor coumtriaos s Lotornztionnl Tivancial institutions

0 lena substontial Yivancizl support o the secons chase nrogramme and to accord
articular attention to the Financia: and i-mlemenzition of transnort and commmications
pr033cis of the lznd=loci.d cowntries;

2, FPurther anaenls o bilaternl and moliiiatersl fechnical assistance donors
ansd interaational financizi institutions te oravide the Teonomic Commission for “frica
with cxoerts who would 2avry ouf snecialized activities of the Decads progyamme;

S, Expreosses ifs anprociation to 1hs 3uecretarv-General of the United Mations for
the financizl sumrori which Yo ohas providoed dar o the oreonization of the tachnical

consultative muotings and f sramarvation of second nhase of fhe Docide pTOSTANMG




B/ECA/CE10/38 /L1
Page &7

1. Requests tne *wvfct°ry-ﬂvroral of tho 20 Nations to make every effort
te secure and provide U0 *nn Seonomie Coammission for AT . ghe additionn] resources
needed for the 1P0i‘meﬂtd on of 1kt1V1*1vs mandated in orarative naragyanh © of
General Assembly resclution 28/1.0%

United Mations to mako
ient filnancizl resources to
tilateral donors and African

1l. Furthor ronaests <he Secretary-General of
available to the Zgoncmic Commission for £
enablz it to intensify ceoatnctis with bilateral and
countries so as to unhance propet and comnplate irmlsrentation of tee Secads progsyamme
and to znsure the prevaration of relevant finoncing documents and nrompt follow-un
on interest expresssd by domors ana financiosl institutions ir Financing Tecade
orojects during technical consulisiive ventings:

12, Furthor expresses its anwnraciation to the ‘drinistrator of the Unived
Mations Tevclopment Prograuwme oy the financial supsmnert which he has nrovided fov
the preparation of the sccond -nase of the Decade nrogramme wnd for strenrptvhenmines
the Decade Co~ordination ! :

Bmit;

13, ‘Apneals alsc to the Administrator of the United Nations Develonment Progremmo
to continue to provice funds wo the Economic Zommission for Africa during the next
nrogrammlng cvele to en ublc propar monitorine of the implementation of the second
phase programme and particularly for strengthenine the Deeade Co-ordination Unity

14, Reauests the Exacutive Secretary of the Comrission:

A
S

(]

(2} in ccliaborntion v1tb othey Uniced Mations sonclalized agencies and
African intergovernmertal organizations to joinx.y crganizs co-Tinancing ~eatings
T

}
involving the apnronriate numbe of doners for :nrtain ragionnl proiécts =nd
transport corvidor projects; ’

(b} to intensify ¢iferte to comtact as many donor countries and Ffinarncial
institutions as noszitle to prorote the Decady nraeyamme;

15, FPurther reguests the Executive Secrgiarvy of the Tommission to assist ~frican
member States in wasuring nromnt follow-un of interest exprassed by dorers in
financiryg proiocts darins the Technical Tonsulvative Meetings bv rmrevariags relovant
project documents ir hankahle Tormat fov stbmissicn tn the various donsrs and
financing institutions;

16, Reguests the Lxecutive Secretary of the Uornission to submit to the sicventh
meeting of the Conforence a nrogress veport on the irmlementation of the second nhase

progranme;

17. 1Invites the spocialized agencies of the United Naticns to lend more suppor,
within their respective arszas of commetence, to 304 in the discharge of its duties
as the "lead 1gon¢y” respensible for co-ordinsting the immlementation of the Decade
progsramne,
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488 (X¥IX). Development of the Arrican Remote Sonszinyg Prooramme

The Conference of Ministers,

Notina with apvresciation the steps already tablen by the Executive Secretary
as highlicghted ip his biennial repor: for 1S82-1983 towards the implementation
of its resoluticns 280 (XIV) of Fehyuary 1975 on the introduction of remote-
gensing technolegy into dfxica and 313 (XIII) or March 1977 concerning the
establishment o a remotve senging vrogramme in 7 Frica,

Realizing that the achievements reported ir the said recort have been
accomplished through utilizing nainly extra~budgetarv resources which, all along
have been inadecuate for the development of the vnrooramme,

Further realizing that as a rasult of inability te provide counterpart
financial resources to execute »ilot projects in remote sensing applications
throucgh the establishment of wodel remote sensinu centres which will clearly
demonstrate the npcotentialities of the technologv for resource development
and rational utilization, potential technical co-coeration partners are unwilling
to make available their exmertise and financiel aid,

Conscicus of the benefits to ke derived from the arplications of remote
sensing to cormmunications and natural resources development and tc the solution
of many of the rhenomena =ffectinn hfrica's social and sconomic develorment,
especially those concerning desertification, drought, envirconmental monitoring
including earlv warning cvstems and pollution, as well as Africa's long-term
development,

Recalling also the relevanrt recommendations zdopted hy the Upited Nations
Second Conference on the Vurleration and Peoceful Uses of Quter Space (UNISPACE-8Z)
concerning the role of the Unitzd Mations and marticularly the allocation of
adegquate resources to the reoicnal commissions invelved ia the development of
space technolocy arnlicaticns, 1/

Mindful of resolution 37/90 zdopted Ly the General Assembly during its
thirty-seventh session conceriinag the Seccndé United Mations Conference on the
Exrloration and Peaceful lses of Tuter Space,

taces of the Teouncmic Cormission for Africa to give

1. Urges all menber £&
and financial support te the African Remote Sensing

nmoral, volitical, material
Prograrmme;

2. Recuests the United ¥ations Doonomic and Focial Council and the Secretar-
General of the United Nations to vrovide adeouate resources, on regular basis, to
the Economic Commission {or Zfrica for the implerentatior and development of the
African Rerote Sensing Prooramme,

1/ Final Report UNMISPACE~-82Z, A/CONF.101/10, raras., 133, 434 and 437.



B/7 ﬂ/m. LO/QB/]: k-

-
F
Fage £9

489 (XIX). Arrican Demogravhic Training Institutes

The Conference of Ministers,

kecalling lfs rcsolutlon 367 (XIV) of 28 March 1979 which, inter‘alia,
reques,96 “fhe Executiva deuretary of the Commission to start negotiations with
the host novernnznts to modify the statutes covernine the Regional Institute for
Populaticon Studies (RIPS) and the Institut de formation et de recherche démogra-
vhiques {IFORD) o make them regional in character and to enable all the countries
served by thz institutes to take full part in their meanagement ard financial
sunvort,

Recalling further General Assembly decision 37/444 of 21 December 1982
which aporoved the arended statutes of both institu-es,

Taring nots of the generally expressed need hy the Demographers' Committee
of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers for
facilities for middle-level training,

Aware of the continued need of African countries for demographers and of
expertise to ensure the integration of povulation variables in African develon-

ment planning,

Tek;nu note of the nrecarious financial state of IFORD consequent to
rcqlonallvaglaﬁ which is due to the insufficiency and irregularity in the
receipt of contriputions from the member States,

Tezing mote also of the issues raised by United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (DN“PA) Evaluation Missions and the afforts being made to resolve them,

and theo poa: pnroswects for future fundlng of the institutes,

Conscious of the economic crisis of unprecedented proportions which the
Afrircan countii are rxpe"*znc¢ng and the efforts which thev are making to
overccume thixz Zoand tha nsad of these couniries for increased international
support;

i. Urages African Governmants to discharge their responsibilities to the
institutes v nahuﬁrlnatlnq fully in their management and by payving their
cocatributions vromptliv:

2. Further wrges the African representatives on the Governing Council
of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention
of the Couvncil the concern of Afeican countries on the reduction in the funding
of the institutes and to appeal to the Council for continued support to the
institutes at least ah their 1982 levels:
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3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to work out in
conformity with the statutes of RIPS and IFORD an equitable system for

determining the contributions of the member States to the financing of the
institutes;

4. Reguests also the Executive Secretary, in conjunction with the
training institutes, to examine ways of organizing ad hoc middle-level training
courses for the benefit of member States;

5. - Draws the“attentiOn of the Governing Councils and Advisory Boards
on Studies of the institutes to the need for looking into the issue of harmoniz-
ing the curricula of these institutes;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore possibilities of raising
funds from donors to suprort scientific research projects of the institutes.
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490 (XIKi. Infrastructure Posts for the ECA Secretariat in the Field of
Population

The ECA Conference of i’inisters,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 which
called upon the United Mations and the specialized agencies concerned to assist,
when requested, in further developing and strengthening national and regional
facilities for trainin~z, rvesearch, information and advisory services in the
field of population,

Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV) of
18 May 1973 in which the Council expressed the desire that the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, in the elaboration of its plans and progranmmes,
should take into account the resolutions adopted by the regional economic
commissions in dealing with the population problems of areas covered by theuw,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Hations System
which in section IV of its aunex requested that the necessary authority should be
delegated to regional commissions and adequate budgetary and financial provision
made for their activities,

Further recalling the report of the second session of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 1/ which, inter alia,
deplored the decreasing share of assistance being made available by the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities to the regional commissions for demographic
data collection, processing, evaluation, analysis and dissemination,

Aware that the regular budget resources to the ECA's population programme
have now been considerably augmented thus reducing substantially the contribution
of UNFPA to the substantive activities of ECA in the area of population,

Draws attention of the United Mations Fund for Population Activities to the
priority which African nations accord to population redistribution, urbanization
and wigration within their overall population programmes, and the central role
of population variables in development planning,

1/ E/ECA/CH.8/22.



1. -Urges the Governing Council of UNFPA and the Executive Director to
reactivate effective 1 January 1934 the two F3 and one local level posts which
were frozen effective 31 December 1380, for use by ECA in the implementation
of its work programme in the area of population estimates and projectioms,
population distribution and urbanization, until such time that regular budget

resources are made available for these activities;

2.  Appeals to the Governing Council and the Executive Director of the
UNFPA to enhance the capacity of the Commission to implement effectively its
population programme by reactivating the two P3 and cne local level posts
mentioned in operative paragraph 1 above.
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491 (XIX}e Implementation of the Programme for theé Industrlal Development
s - - Decade for Afrloa (1DDA) ¢

The GOnferenoe of Mlnlsters, ] : )
Recalling General dAssembly reselution 35/66B of ‘5 December 1980 by which
the General Assembly declared the period 1980~1990 as the Industrial Development
Decade for Afwica; and resolution 36/182, Section 1I ef 17 December.198%,
37/212, Section II, ef 20 December 1982 and 38/192, Part II ef 20 December 1983, "
all on the Industrial Develepment Decade for Africa, ?

- @ecalling also ECA resolutions 442 (XVIIL) of 30 April 1932 on the .formulation
and implementation of a programne fer the Industrial Development Decade for Africa

and 446 (XVIII of 2 ¥ay 1983 en the implementation ef the Industrial Development
Decades for Africa,

Welcoming resolution CM/Resa 941 (XL) adopted by the 04U Council ef Ministers
at its 40th session held in Addis Ababa frem 27 February te 7 March 1984,

faving considered the report of the seventh meeting ef the Conference af
African Minislers of Industry held in addis ababa from 26 to 28 March” 1984 and
resolutien 1 (VIL) on the implementatien af the Programme for the Industrial
Development Decade for africa adopied at that meeting,

Tzking into congideratien the information provided by delegates en the
actions taken at the national, subregionzl and international levels en the

implementftion of the D&cade Programme for the IDD4 and of the various oonstralnts
encountered,

Conscious ef the urgent need for seme imember States te intensify their
efferts in the implementation of the activities osutlined for the Preparatory

Phagse of the Decade Programme and fer ethers Lo launch activities for the
implementa&tion phase,

Reiterating the need 1o accord prierity to the development ef strategic
core industries that provide intra— and inter~sectoral linkages and essential
inputs for the preduction and processing of natural resources, espeoially food
and agricultural products,

Convinced of the need to undertake cencerted actiens for the mobilization
~f financial resources, including technical assistance from the Secretariats »f
the QiU, ECA and UNIDO and other African and international arganizatiens and
bilatéral and multilateral donor agencies fer the implementation ef the Decade
Programie ,
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1. Endorses the subrevlnaul initial lntegrated industrizl premotien
programmes adopted at the four subregisnal meetings erganized on the promntisn
of intra=ifrican industrial ce—opsration within the framewerk ef the IDDA and
requests the Secretariats of OﬂU ECA and UNIDO te synthesize and print the.
programmes into a single docameno for distributinn to all Afrloan countries and
1ntergﬂvernmenﬁal organlaatlaag,

' 2. Commends tHe efforts made by severrnl menber Staies and 1ni°rgovernmental
srganizations in the implementatien of activities during the preparatory phase
of the Desade pregramme as refleoted in docwrment iD/B/S?B(ACA/EID/GMI.T/WP/1),

3. balls upy other member States and “frlcan intergevernmental and nen-
governmental organizations t8 intensify their efforts towards the accomplishment
of the priority actions te e underiaken during the preparatery phase of the
Decade Pregramme as suilined in document ID/31O and to provicde information en
actions taken to the Oul, ECi and UHIDO Secretariatz 10 enable their Joint .
Committee To more eerctlvelJ monitor the implementation of the Decade Programme-'

igh Calls on member States and relevant intergovernmentai.organizainns
to undertake urgent measures to endorse the subreglonal integrated indusirial
promotion pregrammes, including the zllocatian of the necessary resources, as
well as ather followwup actions recommended for the effective implementation

of those programmes; to this end: .
. _

(2)" Stresses the need for member States to provide financial and human
regources® for carrying out pre~invesiment activities related teo subregional and
regional projects which constitute o necessary condition fer the exccutien ef
thase projecis; .

- L )

(b) Urges member States to undertake all necessary measures fors
~LEeS LAt

(i) Strengthening indigenous capabilities in consultancy,
technolosy, buorepreneur ship, skilled manpower develepment
and negotlat10n8°

(i) Consultobions among themselves o agree on the modalities
for co=operaiion including marketing and finsncing
arrangements os well as on the prlnolpal promoter for
each prbject; R

~(iii) The identiflcatibn, productien and development of local
- raw materials and Bnergy resources as ilnputs for the
ldentified projects;

(iv) The prometion of trade in raw materials, energy and manufactures;

(v) ‘Pechnical consuliations on joint investment premotion of the
identified projects, inciluding the use of TCDC/ECDG_arrangements;



5/T0n/CM.10/38/ La-d
Page 15

(¢) surther urges wcmbﬂr States 1o coeiszt and cucowrage .african entre=-
prensurs, iadustrislicts end warketing sad distribufing-eompanies 0 intensify
their coatribuiion 10 lnvesitmcnt promotivn ond implemcntation of the national
and multinationzl projests: and

ptliied dndcrgovernmcuntol organizations in each sub-
ligh co=-nrdinsting cammittees
nl rittteez b assist
Liplementating of the

(4)  Invites e
region concerned witl lrdautrl 1 development to ectab
on the 1054 for cach iRl T oenpessotorad
in the co-ordinstion, promotion and ronitering
muitinationasl -rojests;

oo

o b

o~

5  Hecommends that in oraer to tuike advanioge of oconmmics of scale,
market scnpe, and achiove integrated development, certain industries zuch as
metallurgical, petro—cnemicals :nd hesvy englnesring should be classified

regional; others such as bullding industries (luclud*n" oe”ﬁnt), spare paris,
agro=-bosed,” agricultural inplenents (excluding heavy azricultural tractors),
ciiemicals (including bosic chemicalc 3, precision onglaeeriag, pharmaceuticals;
non~mgtallic mineral products, enorgy—soving industrics and clectriczl and
electronic industry, should o clascified subreginmal;

Se Welconah the 1nitiatives laken tn promste co-operagtlon hetween Latin
smerican and .frican COuﬂirlLS ”nu ~rganizations in the 1ﬂplc1untau10n sf the
Decade Programie and requaeeis s Beerctarists of the Qaly BCl. wnd UNIDO to
launch similer initiatds mmtu tt”“ regions o toe quelﬁplnC‘OOUHuTieS
within the framewnri of TCDu/muDC as well ar within the UdIDC Systen
Consulialions;

(o)

Ta Calls up-n member 3tates and intergovernmental crzanizations to sxamine
their nigolng and fwuiure industrisl progruosmes and ldentify and fend o the
Secretariots of the O.U, 204 wd USIDD proposaliz Jov luolusilon 1n flic programme

of activities called for in oaraIraph 8 balow.

8e  Heguests the Scorcturiato of the 50., C.U =mad JUIDO to prepare, m
the bazsis of the 1n;m1wl integratcu industrial proaotion pro FLBImes todn

- L
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t

connulu ;t. len 'cl‘L” izatbiong,

at the

ﬁCthlLl;d

2

Generzli Lscemoly for
regular oudget of ihe
alid inturrovernmental

its
Unitoed dations for
erganizations i the =
1DDL and agpenls 1o General | ‘;_“n fooow uaJtl“ilY increas
this sllocation lovel of JUs & Frr the a;;oc@tlnn
to be pul on permavent Lisis. To this end, o sduilor crra 1t should be made
for the BLconomic Gommission lor africs +9 cuanle it aad its MULPGO: to ngsist member
siates b sudregicnnl level i dnedr consultatilons, negotiations nnd investment
promotion of milti-couniry projecis:

z_.
m
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100 eloomes with appreclstion tae gencreous ilnancizl contribution made
by o number of countrics to HUL, UMIDD and sowe wfricen regional contres for
the implementation of activitics related 1o 41

. up ~t mited E‘tionﬂ
tere for its coancudsole ofverts 1o seocwring the oilocation of the

Headguart
$US 1 miliion roferred %o in DELAET rn 9 akove, @ the Croup to
intensify dts efinrts with - vice to sccuring ¢ rrnerenze of
rESOUrCaR )

~m

ide Hedtorates tas repeated trpesli mede o the Interncyional community,

particularly the UNDP, Jorld Bang, =03, OPEC Furd, ZiDE. and other international
OTGQﬂlawtwOﬁS, rraitileteoral and bileteral agenciss and financial institutions to
increasz and irtepsifs their tociniczl and Finoncicl nssistonce on proferential
conditions, to airicen couwntricw ana in teL“ovc niiental nrganizetiens in the
formulation and implementation of their progic 2 Lor the IDDa end colls mn
memner Hlates o joln and incrcaso tncly comtriputions to tac African Industrial

Development fund;

~. .L.u.\..-.;.{.u i r 5 il U [EHEN Tﬂ FAREOFEN & GF 2 : 'L & -L‘N :J i i i

1 Tn tae african Developmoent Bank fo rrerking o8 4 billion din

its 1982-1286 programac period for irdustrial projects aat appezls to the Bank to
: PTOJeCh sl VY

cilow interested member States to borrow from those fundasy na favourchble terms,

for investuent, iater aliz, for meeting dheir eguity chores in subregional

projects, the prepuration of pre-irvecotnont studics, snd for fhe inplementzstion

of subreglonal projecto:

1do GO”"I&L&;Auum the Scerstarizis ~f the Ca0, A04 and GYIDO far the
1
efforts made in capoort of the =metions doien by African courtries ond inter-
governmental orgunizations in the irglecontetion mf the p;lorlu” achions
ddeniified for the prepuratory panoc ol e Decuds Projrosie, wolceonss tne
prel % ?
actions taken 1o prorotc tos 1DDL not only within ot alse oubside »fricas, and
+ o ?
1n view of the limlied result “chlevee reduests bhua 1o expand,
publicize and 1atc u;*ﬁJ ce $0 africon countrice and inter—
governnentzl organ zmbation of the nriocrity actioas for
tie preparztory i ToST s Bl counitment of
menber Gtates, uﬂ ubr¢g nut the followreup 3ctlon: the lprCTenﬁ tlon of
projects included in.tos fTow gourcsionnl dnitin
promotion programmes witp omphasie sccorded to thes

-

Sd o Fne

.J PO RO

() ZIntegroticn of dhe projeets conizincd in he four subregional
initial infegrated industrisl promotion prosrurmes, :

licies =né olaboration
dovelspment of

(b) Formlaztlion of iladastris
of industrizl waszver plans with pariicu
sbrofesic core indusiries and suppord mw;w
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(¢} Development of industrial manpower, especially scientific and
technological capabilities, including the mobilization of ifrican competencies,
both within and outside the continent, for the implementation of the Decade
Programme ; '

- (&) Promotion of intra=ifricen co-operation within the framework of
existing or future intergovernmental organizations, especially ir respeci of
trade in raw masrials and manufacture;

(e) Development of traditional and acquisition of foreign techrologies;.
(£) Mobilization of financial resourcess
&) ‘DevelOpment_of egefgy, technology, equipment and appliancesy

] (r) Swvey of ifrican demand/supply reqguirenents, especially in the
strategic core industries and support areas af an input intoe the preparation
of an industrial mep of Africa;

(i) Preparation of and ciroulation %o all member States a directory of
national, subregional and regional centres dealing with industrial and
technological studies; and -

(j) Continued promotion of the Decade Programme noi only within but
also outside Alrica,

15« Direcgts the Follow—up Committee on Indusirialization in Africa to
undertake, at its next meeting, a careful examination of the proposals presented
by the Secretariats of OxU, ECA and UNIDO on ths comprchensive programme of
activities called for in operative parasraph ¢ avove teking ingo account the
progress achieved and the problem encountered during the preparatory phase,
and traansmit them, along with its recommendations to the eighth meeting of the
Conference of African Hinisters of Industry, for consideration and approvale
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492 (XIX)}. African Industrial Development Fund (IIDF)

The Conference of “inisters,

Recalling resolution 1 (VI) section B(b} (v) adopted by the Ministers of
Industry in November 1981 on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, which
inter alia, called on all member States, to strengthen the African Industrial
Develorment Fund as one of the mechanisms designed especially te increase the
ability of member States to raise the large financial resources needed for the
implementation of the Decade Programme,

Reaffirming the recommendation contained in resoclution 2{VI) also adopted
by the Conference of African Ministers of Industry at its sixth session, particularly
with resvact to the strict applicotion of articles 13 and 17 of the Constitution of
the Fund, which stipulates that the Fund should have, as its supreme authority, a
Board of Governors combrising the Ministers of Industry, while its management is
carried out bv the ADB secretariat for a period of five yvears, after which period
the Fund's Board of CGovernors would review its final and definite structure,

Recalling resolution 1(I) adopnted at the meeting of Plenipotentiaries on
the African Industrial Development Fund in Addis ababa in October 1979 authorizing
the Executive Secretary of the ECA to negotiate with the ADE a management agreement
for submission to the Board of Governors of the AIDF for approval,

Noting with satisfaction the results of negotiations between the ADE and the
ECA which place emphasis on the principal responsibility of the Board of Governors
consisting of Ministers of Industry in defining the aims, objectives and policies
of the Fund,

faking note that with 15 member States having signed or ratified the
constitution of the AIDF, the minimum number of 12 has heen attained, thus
making it possible for the Fund to be operational,

1. rnvites those member States, which are not yet members of the AIDF, to
accede to its constitution as soon as vossible and appeals to thosemember States
which ratified the constitution of the Fund to pay their contributions;

2. Requests the ECA secretariat to disseminate information on the constitution
of the Fund to all member States with a view to enabling the Fund to expand its
membership;

3. Agrees that the African Develonment Bank should undertake the management
of the AIDF under the policy direction of the Ministers of Industry of those member
States which are members of the Fund in their cavacity as members of its Board of
Governors:

4. Requests ECA, in co-operation with 0AU and UNIDO, to finalize with ADE
the detalled management agreement for consideration and approval by the Board of
Governors of the ADE and of the AIDF.
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493 (XIX). Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Caracas NDeclaration adopted at the Sixth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and endorsed by the
General Assembly in its reselution 35/171 of 15 December 1980, in which the need
for the stregthening of efforts and activities at the regional and subregional
levels in crime prevention and criminal justice was emphasizead,

Having considered the report of the African Regional Treparatory Meeting for
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders,

Deeply concerned about the increasing criminality of different forms and
dimensions in many African countries, which ig having an adverse impact on the
social, economic and cther aspects of lives of the reople of the region,

1. Enderses the revort of the African Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations Conaress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders:

2. Urgag rember States tec conslder crime prevention and criminal justice
in the context of overall develomment, to encourage the exchange of data information
and experience, joint activities for training and ressarch, demonstration projects
of a bilateral and multilateral nature, agreements on the provision of human,
financial and material rescurces and the coaveuine of regional and subregicnal
seminars invelving the various modatities of teghnical co-operation, and to involve
the scientific and professional non-governmental organizations that are active
in the field of crime ovrevention and criminal justice;

3. 2ppeals to the Seventh United Maticons Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders to suppcrt, through its decisions, the efforts
of African countries in fighting preblems relating to the arowth of criminality;

4. Reguests the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders to support the appointmeni of a United Nations
Regional Adviser for the Afrxican Reglon in the field of Crime orevention and
criminal justics; '

5. Invites the United Nations and all United Wations agencies to give all
assistance possible to African Staies in their =fforts to achieve a concerted
socio-economic develorment within the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action in
order to improve the living conditions o the peovle, therebv reducing crime
tendencies resulting from noverty, unemployment, overcrowded slums, stc.
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494, (XIX). International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace

The Conference of Ministers,

Convinced of the importance of the full implementation of the specific
programme of measures and activities o be undertaken prior to and during the
International Yonth Vear (2/35/215), as well as of the recommendations endorsed
by the General Asgembly in its resolution 37/48,

Recognizing that the precaration for the chservance of the International
Youth Year will contribute vo the reaffirmation of the goals of the New Inter-
national Economic Orier and ¢o the implementation of the International Develop-
ment Strateqy for the Third United ¥Fations Development Decade,

Convinced of the imperative need to harness the energies, enthusiasm and
creative abilities of vouth to the tasks of the implementation of the Monrovia
Strategy and the Lagos Plan of aAction for economic development of Africa
including the Final het of iagos,

Aware that, for the International You:h Year to be successful and in order
to maximize its impact and »ractical efficiency, adequate preparation and the
widespread suvport of governmenis, &ll specialized agencies, international,
intergovermmental and non-goveramental organizations and “he public will be
reguired,

Taking note with aopreciation of the Revort of the Economic Commission for
Africa on the Situation of African Youth in the 1980s (Document ECA/SDEHSD/IYY/
83/Wh.2 and the rerort of the reglonal meeting cv the Iaternational Youth Year
(E/ECA/CM.10/28) including the regiocnal plan of action on vouth, and congratulat-
ing the ECR for pnositive ociantation of these doczuments,

Mindful of the existing co-cperation arranaement between the executive
secretariat of ECR ard the g=zneral secretariat of the OAU,

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations made in the two above-
mentioned documents and recucsts the Executive Seoretary of the Econoric
Commission for Africa to bring them o the notice of all African countries, with
a view to implementing the recommendations contained in the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth and reglonual co-operation for the Interuational Youth Year:;

2, Invites all African States, which have not already dcne so, to set up
national co-ordinating cormmittees or other forms of co-ordination for the Inter-
national Youth Year;

3. Stresses the importance of inter-acency consultations as a useful
tool in planning, initiating, promoting and implementing activities in the field
of youth at the global and ragiovnal levels, in the context of the implementation
of all recommendations concezning the Intesrnational Youth Year,
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4. arpeals te all States, international, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and te the vublic to make, in dve time=, cenerous voluntary contribu
tions for the imnlesentation of Africea Regicnal Plan of Action on Youth;

5. Requests the Tconeomic Commission fov Africa Lo take all necessary
measures for the better co-oraination of efforts in the field of youth through
inter—agency consultative meetings under its aegis in the implermentation of
the Regiénal Plan of Action oo Youth;

6. Stresses the importance of establishing 3 similar co-crdéinating
structure for regioanal vouth organizations, includinc the Pan~ifrican Youth
Movement, as a consultative »ody to the Tceonomic Commission for Africa in
carrying out voutb-~related activitles;

7. Calls upon the Txecutive Secretary of RCA, in collaboration with the
Secretarv-General of 03U, to ensure adecuate and effective varticipation of
Rfrica in the International Youth Year;

8. Redquests the Secretarv-General of the United Nations to take ail
necegsary measures to strengthen the secretariat of the Economic Commission
for Africa in order to enable it to fulfill the extended mandate entrusted to
it in the field of vouth including the imwnlementatisn c¢f the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth; S

2, Invites the fecretary-General of the United Nations tc use all means
at his disposal, within the recular budget of the United Nations, to increase
the resources designed for the implewentation of the International Youth Year
programme ;

10. Calls upon the secretariat for the IVY tc make all necessary arrange-
ments at the approrriate level, for the implementaticn of the African Regicnal
Plan of fction on Youth:

)

11. Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Kations and the secretariat
of ECAR to take specific measurss 4o increase the dissemiration of information on
youth;

12, Requests that such olobal plan of action on vouth be considered in an
international meeting on vouth in early 1965 as an integral part of the celebra-
tion of the vyear:

13, Expresses its full anpreciation to the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Africa and to the Secretariat for IYY for the successful
preparation and orcanization of the 2frican Regional Meeting on tha IYY;

14. Fxrresses also its aprreciation te those United Mations agencies and
offices, particulariy iLO, UNESCO, FAQ, WHO, UNICEF and UNV/UNDP for their active
collaboration in and contribution to the Redgional Meeting.
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495 (XIx), Utilization of existing african facilities for the develcoment
of hman resources in h2frieca

The Confererce of Ministers,

lling Comowsl Meaerily racelution T3/50u. i marticular, section IV on

structures for rﬁalona1 and inter-regional co-operation which, inter alla,calls
on regional cermizziors teo gtrencthen their relations with the orcanizations of
the United Nations sy.em and Lo serve "as the waln general sconomic and social

develomment centres withir the United Wations system for their respective

regiong™

Recalling also its reseoluticr 44 (XVIT) of April 1982 which, among other
things, call woon 2frican Governments to take a number of measures for accelerated
develorment of Africen huaman resources,

Mindful of the recommendations of =he African Ministers Responsible for
Human Resources Planning, Development and Utilization, adorted at their first
Confererca in Monroviz, Liberia, in October 1981, regarding national and regional
institutional machireries for tae review and co-ordination of programmes and
pelicies in huran resources development,

Guided by the ILacos Plan of Action for the Economic Development of Africa
on measures for national, subregional and reqgionai self-reliance in the economic
and sociel develomment of Mfrica, which scrords high oriority inter alia, to the
development ard atitlzation <f human resources,

Conscious of the activities undertaken hy the ‘iiited Nations agencies .the
Organization cf African Unity ond other international or7anizations to help member
States to develeor humarn resources Lo Afrioa an oull zx of tnelr technical co-
operation and collaberation nrogrammes in institution-building, education and
training,

Bearing in mind Africa initiative to establish and strenathen national,
subregional »a@ roiioeor o ol lutloer Fer o daslon, nrztacch and development
training and consultancy For the socio~economic develepment of the region,

1. Calls ugo. che niesd Fations agencies wpt ocher international and
bhilateral crqanizations carrving out activities in the field of human resources
develonmaent in Lfirica tu give vrefercnce to the utilization of existing national,
subreglonaL and reglonal intihitutiens, and the strengthenine and the expanding
of such institutions:

2. Urgez the United lations arencies and international organizations to

=

co-ordinate closely the planning and programming of their activities in the
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field of human resources development with the approvriate African national,
subregional and recgional machineries and institutions with a view to ensuring
optimal utilization of resources towards Africa's achievement of the goal of
self-reliance and self-sufficiency in manpower supply;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Comnission to. exchange
information with other United Mations agencies, international and bilateral
organizations and arpropriate African institutions on programmes and activities
in human resources development in order to facilitate collaboration in the
development of human rescurces for Africa’s socio-economic development.
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4968 (XIX), Environment and develcpment in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling Genmeral Assembly resolution 35/56 of December 1980 on the International
Develovment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade which,

inter alia, calls for a mid~term reviewv of the activities of developing countries to

deal more adequately with the environmental aspects of development activities, for

the international community to increase financial and technical support to
drought—~stricken ceountries that are under the stress of desertification, for
consideration to be given by all countries to environmental aspects of Industrialization
in the formulation and implementation of their industrial programmes and for the
improvement of the quality of 1ife and environment through human settlement planning

and better housing conditions, 1/

Taking note of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council
decisions 10/4 and 10/6 of May 1282 on enviromment and development, which calls for
asgistance to develooping countries to address serious envirormental problems relating
to poverty and undercdevelopment, g/

Recalling its resolution 446& (¥VII) of April 1632 on the need to intensify regional
co—-operation for combatine desertification in Africa; resolution 473 (XVIII) of
April 1983 requesting for a Scientific Roundtahle on the Climatic Situation and
Droucht in Africa and resolution 474 (XVITI) of April 17283 calling for the strengthening
of African capabilities in environmental matters especially the environment co-ordination
capaibilities of the Economiec Commission for Africa, and for encouraging development
of envircnmental education and training rroprammes In member States,

Faving considered the report of the second meecing of the Joint Intergovecrnmental
Reglonal Committee cn Human Settlements and Enviromment and its annexes dealing with
environmental matters, 3/ namely, the recommendations and resolutious of three joint
regional workshops held on:

(a) combating desertification in Africa, 4/

(b} iIndustrial emvirommental impact assessment and envirommental criteria for
the siting of industry, 5/

(c) developing a prograrme of action for environmental education and training
in Africa, &/

1/ General Assembly resolution 35/56, 33rd plenary, 1980, annex, paragraphs 156-158.

g] See report of UNEP Governing Councll at its tenth session, decisions 10/4
and 10/6 pages 20-92, 0fficial Records of the General Assembly Thirty-seventh
seseion, Supplement No. 25 (2/37/25), 1982,

3/ See E/FCA/CM.10/13,
4/ See E/ECA/ENV/7,

/ Sez E/ECAf¥NV/11,
Sce UNEP/'G,73/4,

o
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Taking note of the assistance rendered by the Unlted Mations Sudano~Sahelian
Office to African countries in developing national nrosrammes, and institutional

arrangemente for combating drought and desertification,

Recognizing that desertification control measures cen he impreved by the
nrovision of altemativa sources of energy for local consumption, the modermization
of fuel-wood stoves and kilns for charcoal production from agricultural residues, and
by providing altermative or siprlementary livelihcod svstems o local populatlon to
nrevent over-grazing in aric lands,

Noting that additional causes of desertification in Africa besides over-grazing
over-nopulation, deforestation and soil erosion, are bush fires accentuated by the
current prolonged drought in Africa and devegetation resulting from the deleterious

rases and fumes from industrial and wining processing nlents,

Considering that mest African Govermments do not, as yet, bave guidelines for
assessing the enviromnmental impact of industrial activity on the physical and human
environments,

Yully realizing the long-term heavy costs that the neplect of the practice of
environmental impact assessment might entall after wollution occurred,

Aware that the primery resrmonsibility for rromoting awareness of environmental
problems and of the coneept that epvirommental protection and development are
compatible, lies first and foremost with zovermments who should develop environmental
education and tralning nrogrammes in line with thelr socio-economic developrent plans
and policies, ‘

Moting with avpreciation that in response to the Lagos ’lan of Action.l/ and
the United Mations Enviromment Frogramme Coverning Council decisions $/12 of Hay 1981 8/
and 11/7 ¥art Bigtt A-9/ on envirommental priorities for a regional programme for
Africa, the Xeeional Office for Africa of the mited dations Environment Programme has
develored a Sub-Recionzl Tnvironmental froupines (SELGs) programme, providing a
framework for co-~operation with the FCA ultinational Programming and Oreracional
Centres {(MULPOCs) in Jitrica to identify subregicmzl euvironmental problems and propose
common measures to enable African Covernments to take irmediate action to solve their
rroblems in the spirit of self-reliont regional co-oper—ticn,

I. Tromotion of technical co-operation, information exchanze, technology and
expertise for combating desertification in Africa:

1. PRecommends that African Governments intensifv their efforts in training
personnel for combating desertification; nromote technical co-operation among
developing countrieg (TORC} for sharing experiencer and cxpert Lnowledge, technology

7/ See A/S - 11/4, Armex 1,
&/ UNEP/CC,2f15, Report of the Governins Council a2t its 9th session, page 132,

2/ WNFP/GC,11/10G, Proceedirgs of the Governlng Council at its 1lth session,
Annex T, nage 25,
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and information on combating desertification; streagthen their national netvork

of asro-meteorological stations under the AGPHYMET prosramme; conduct an inventory
of grazing lands for the suitability of species to maintain the carrying capacity
of the land and to provide adequate resource allocations to cavry out anti-
desertification activities;

2, Ursmes the Governing Councils of the United Nations Environment Programme
and the United Mationa Development Programme, the Foonomic apd Social Courcil and
the General Assextly to conslder sewiously: (o) the inclusion of the Unlted
Republic of Tanzaris and ¥Migeriz within the terms of reference of the United Nations
Sudano=Szheliap 0ffice fUNSO) to e¢nable them receive assistance in implementing
programmes for combating desertification; (b) expanding the scope of the United
Wations Sudano-8ahelian Oifice @0 as to enable the office assist the States members
of thz Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) 1n implementing
the United MNations Environment Frogramme on combating desertification and drouzht, in
the same wav the UNSC is now assisting the States mambers of the Permanent Inter-State
Comittes on Drought Control in the Zahel region (CILSE): o

3. peguﬂ'rs the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in
co-operation with the relevant United Nations orsanizations and agzencles (UHSO, UNEP,
FAQ, TNESEO), to organize a rvegional semirar/workshop on the modalities for the
exchange of dinformation, technology and expertise on combatirg desertification
hetveen the 34 countries in the three subregions {(Morthern Szhara, Sudano-Sahelian
and Kalahari Desert) so affected;

1I. Industr ial environmentz2} Impact assesswment:

1. Etrongly recormends that African “overnments take immediately all precautionary
measures for eaviropmental protection in industrial development by:

{a) Adavting the LIEP guidelines f£or industrisl envirommental impact assessment
and environmentnl criteriz for giting industry, inte netional industrial development
Prosrammes;

(h) TFusuring that the avplication of existing industrial codes by developers
iz reviewed In terms of ohe nations] pridelines fo Jzvelored and that sppropriate
legislative ingtrumenis be established to implement the guidelines;

2, Furchar recommends thai Ube Uxecutive Secretary of the Feoncmic Commission for
Africa and the Executive Tirector of the United Mations Environment Programme agsist
member States in trairing marpower for carrving out envirecnmertnl immact assessment
activities within the context of the Industrial lLevelopwment Decade for nfrJCd (IDDA);

ITI. Programme of actiecn for envircomental education and trainivns in Africa:

1. Recommerds that African Covernmerts formulazte integratec envirommental
education and training orogrammes and fevelop specific naticnal envirommental
institutiens, for thz imriermentation of these environmental programmes in the country;
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2. Requests member States to initiate the incorporation of environmental
components into on-going training programmes at national institutions catering for
decision- and policy-makers, administraters, managers, educationalists and other
profegsionals whose daily decisions and normal work affect the quality of the
environment;

3., Invites African Governments to increase awareness of environmental issues
and concerns among politicians and in all sections of the community, particularly in
the rural population, through the mass media, literacy programmes, political and
social gatherings; as well as promote the exchange of information and experienca
among African countries;

IV, Regional co-operation on environmental matters in Africa:

1., Strongly urges the Executlve Secreiary of the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to increase
their support to ECA Environment Section for the effective implementation of the
Environment in Africa Work Programme within the context of the System-Wide Medium-Term
Environment Programme;

- 2+ Requests the Fxecutive Secretary of the Economic Commissicen for Africa and
the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to continue their
co-operation in implementing subregional environmental programmes for solving the
specifie envirommental problems of the countries within the sutregions, through the
ECA Multimational Programming and Operational Centres (MUGLPOCs).
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497 (XIX). Water Resources Development and Follow-up to the Mar del Plata
Action Flan -

The Conference of Hi-isters,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/158 of 1¢ December 1977, which adopted
the report of the United Nations Water Conference and aprroved the Mar del Flata
Actien Plan contained therein,

Guided by resolution VIIT of the United Nations Vater Conference, lar del Flata
Action Plan, which called upon the reglonal commissions to play a central role in the
promotion of intergovernmental co-operatlon in matters of integrated water resources
development and management, '

Recuiling further Economic and Social Council resolution 2043 (LXI), of 5 August
1976, which requests the Secretary-General of the United Hations te make adequate
provisions so as to enable the regional commissilons to carry out thelr activities
effectively, and 1779/67, of 3 fugust 1979, which recommends that the secretariats
of the regional commissions should be provided with sufficient manpower and financial
resources tc enable therm to discharre the expanded responsibilities assigned to them
by the United Nations ilater Conference,

Recallinn also the recommendation on institutional strengthening at regional level
called for in paragraph 82(iii) of the Lagos Plan of Action,

1, Calls upon governments which have prot alreadv done so to esctnbliish national
committees on water resources in accordance with the recommendations of the Mar del
Plata Action Plang

2., Anpeals to multinational, bilateral and intergovermmental technical assistance
organizations and the agencies of the Unitsd Nations system to co-ordinate their
efforts with the Lconomic Commission for Africa in assisting African Governmments in
the development of the reglon's water resources and to provide {inancial and material
support for the implementation of regiomal projects in water resources planning,
development and rational utilization:

3. Urges the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the
President of the World Bark to increase the amount of funds allocated to the water
sector in their natio 31 and regional programmes for Africa and, in particular, to
give more emphasis to vural water supply programmes;

4, PReguasts the Secretary-General of the United Hations to strengthen the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa in its water resources activities
s0 that water experts can be deployed to the HULPOCs to assist member States in the
planning and execution of thelr water development activities and in the follow-up
of the recommendations of the HMar del Plata Action Plan.
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498 (XIX), Pan-African Documentation and Informatlon System

The Copference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the project for
a Pan-African numerical and non-numerical data bank, '

Recalling also resolution 377 (“V) of 12 April 1980 concerning the implementation
of the Pan-African Documentatior and Information System project,

Further recalling resolution 413 (¥VI} of 10 April 1981 regarding financial
support for the Pan-ifrican Documentation and Information System,

Recalling the resolution on PADIS adopted by the third session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the fourth meeting of the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries of the Morth African MULPOC,

Noting with concern the continuing poor situation of the documentation, information
and library imfrastructure in Africa,

Aware of the need to strengthern PADIS,

1, Decides to establish a regional technical committee for PADIS with the
following terms of reference!

(a) to establish the overall policy of PADIS, inter alia by laying down policy,
technical and financial guidelines;

(b) to advise the Executive Secretary om the forﬁdlatiOn and implementation of
the work programme of the project in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines;

(c) to oversee the execution of the project at all levels of the system;

{(d) to take any other action that will enhance the effectiveness ané economic
viabllity of the project;

{(e) to meet as often as may be required but not less than once a year, provided
that during the transitional phase the committee shall meet at least twice a year;

(£) to co-opt specialists drawn from the relevant disciplines as necessary;

(g) to report annually on its activities to the Conference of Ministers through
the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole;
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2. DNecides further that the committee shall be composed as follows:

{a) the Executive uecretary of the Unired Nations Pconomic Commission for
Africa, serving as chairmar ex officio; :

(b) five high-level experts who shall be elected to represent their respective
subregions and who are expert in telecommunications, documentation, library science,
information or computer science, to serve in thelr personal capacity for a period of
four years;

(¢) A representative of 0AlU;
(d) A representative of UNESCO;
(e) A representative of UNDP;

(f) Members co-opted in accordance with paragraph 1(f) above, provided that
such members shall not number more than three at any time;

3, Further decides that the five members representing member States shall be
elected by the Conference of Ministers on the recommendation of the. Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticilans and Demopraphers, provided that for the four years
for transitional phase the first members shall be elected by the Conference of
Ministers at its tenth meeting;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to establish as early as possible in each
MULPOC a subregionsl technical committee of PADIS whose principal function will be
to monitoy the implementation of the project within the subregions concerned;

5. Decides that the chairmen of the sub-regional technical committees shall be
ipso-facto ex—officic members of the regional technical comnittee,
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499 (XIX)o Regionel Plan of actbion to combat tac Impacts of Drought in africa

Mg Confercuce of minlzters.

Recallinz rosolution 473 (XVITL) of 2 izy 1983 of the Jommission on the
Seientific Round Table on the Climetic Situstion and Drought in Africa in which
it urgently requesied the IDxecutive Scoretary of the Commizsion fo erganize a
gspecial Scientific Hownd WUeble fo sxanine the causcs, periocdicity, irends and
effects of drought on the African econcaies and o propose newsures that can e
toker in bhe shorte, rediums and long-terms to dezl with the situation and in
which it eldo reguested the Fxeoutiv: Secrctary to report oxn the outcoms of the
Scientific Round Trnble to tae Tenvh Jonference of Hinisters,

daving coasidered tne Roport of the Scientific Round Table on the Clingtic
Situation and Drought in africa including the draft Regional Plan of Actien to
Combat {le Lupacts of drought in ifrics,

Noting witn concern thwt drought is o recurrent phenomenon that is likely
t0o repeat ltscli at some waspecified future dotes and zlece that the ecurrent
drought period hzs becore abnormally uevere, persistent and widespread as evidenced
by the fact that fue surrent drought hiis, except for o brief period; continued
wnabated since 1988 and that i1 hes cpread itself beyond the boundries of the
Sudano-Bahelian region to forssted, coastal and other areass of Alfrica that have

hitherto been unaffectzd by the drought,

Deeply concerned zboub the ulverse inpacts »~f the current drought on the
african socico-coonomic systems, resuliing in serious {ood scorcity, malautrition,
widespread Giseases and deatas. depletion of anilual stocks, increased peverty,
environnental degradation, iabalances and reduction in watel rescurces, human
suffering and hardship and in severe dislocations of the fragile cconomies of
African countries, ' ' '

1«  Telesnolie with aporeciasicn of the Report of the Scicntific Round Table
on the Climatic Zituation and Drougnt in ifrica;

2s  Docides te adopt the Reglonal Pla: of Actlon te Ceowmbat the Adverse
Tmpacte of Drougnt in Africa; '

3:  Urges memver States tor (o) adopt appropriate measures, including
increased sllocation of finmncial resources, and enhancement of manpower and .
institutional capavilities within the framework of tho Reglonal Plan of Actiony tn
vetter predict and coibat the adverse inpacts of drought; (b) rehabilitate their
drought—stricken sconcries in o co-ordinsted and integrated menncr; and
{c) design and cnforce other appropriatoe policies Tox the implementation »f the
Regilonal Plan of dction in its entirely;

4o Calls upon the internasional community, including the organizations of
the United Nallone system. 7 azzist generously the drought-stricken African
countries in their cffortz to combat tie impacts of drought, rehanilitate their
econcmies and implement tne Regional Plan of dction on droughie
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500 (XiX)e Shortwicrm forccasting in the Africen veslon

The Confersnce of iinisters,

Hecalling the Monrovis Strategy for thoe Africon reglon as well as the Lagos
Plan of Action and the final Act of Logos,

Notin: tae increasing need for short-term adjustnent moeosures 1n on
increasing number of African countries ar a resull of, inter alia, fluctuations
in the world economic situation, disastrouz aztural pnenoran: Mucu as drought,
flood, etcey other factors widch couse distortion in {he ilmplomentation and
managemens of developrent and dlstribution,

Avare of ‘the poteriicl znd importance of shori-term forecasting cyctem in

asgletiug individual ifrican countrizz in establizh esarly werning systems and
to devise zdjustment and distribution policies te cops with: internzsl snd eviernal
cconomic disvurbancos, :

YO ek

Taldng notc of the Terto or the TCL secrciarist bto estavlish short-~term
forceasting systoms in individusl African cowntrics; -nd aware of the difficulties
these countrics have in collecting and compiling couplots netionsl accounts data;

Te Cgliz upon all Alricar comniries to undortaizs and strengthen shart-term
outlock activities individuelly and colleciively and provide ECA with their
publisned outloolr ouliputs zo as te zllow For the Grawing up of Juoreplonal and
regiconal outleooks pascd ol approsches suech e socicl accownting matrices (Sﬁds)
which heve the advanta afes wf woidng up for the ilmperfecidon »f *hu national
ascounte and of pufficlently hizhlighting dhe diztribubtien policiles;

Za fegucets the BCA socoredoriut boi
(a) Continue 1o ascint individuel Africzi countrices en request, io

establizh shorti-~tern forccasting syst baved on approaches such zs SAMs
including the creation of nabional oapabilities to follow=up on the models,

(v) Concretise the co=operation efforts with other nationnl and pan—
Africen institubtions particulszrly the Afrigon Developuent Donk and the Institute
for Eeononic Develomment, cad Plamming (IDEP} and obher international agencies in
mosilising the necessary resource: so as 1o effectively azsist inaividual
African countriss to construct DAls and to dmplement short-~ternm forecesting
gysiens, '
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501 (XIX). Perspective studies in Lfrica

The Conference of Ministere,

Recalling resolution 470 (XVIII) adopted by the Conference of Ministers
of ECA on perspective studies in african countriecs,

Bearing in mind the urgent need for African countries to adopt measures to
deal with the structural weaknesses of their economies with a view to achieving
a clear transformation of the African econory in line with the Lagos Plan of
Action and the Final iAct of Lagos,

Taklhg note with concern of the deteriorating economic condltlono 1n the
African region worsened by persistent drought condltlonb,

Taking note with interest of the secretariat!s study entitled, EC4 and
Africa's Development, 1983-2008: A preliminary perspective study which highlights
the alternative prospects of Africa in oritical areas,

viare of the usefulness of perspective studies at the natimnal, subregisnal
and regional levels egpeclally in respect of ossessing necessary actions at all
these levels for the successful implementation »f the Lagos Plan of lActien,

1e  Appeals to member States to undericke perspective studies on their
respective cconcuiesy

2e GCalls uwpon all rescarch institutions, development institutions and
universities in collaboration with ECL. and O0AU to continue to critically
examine the study s0 as to s¥imulate new initiatives and actions ror the successful
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action at cll levele,

3e Requesis the ECA secoretariat to strengthen and continue its work an
- perspective studies in closc co~operation with national planiing orgeng and
talking inte particulsar account the following bosic clements:

(a) the vulnerability of the ifrican cconomies to the international
econonic environment;

(b) +the effects of the drought snd desertification »n the economic
performance of African countries;

(¢) +he realism and Teasibility of the various targets and strategiss:

(d) the need for a further disaggregation and exbtensisn of the study
to cover perspectives of sub-groups of African ceuniries;
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4o

(e)

(e)

the undertaking of yearly sectoral analysis and projections
especlally ot the subreglonal and rcgional levels so as to
cover the key sectors during the five iyears between the periods
of the updates;

the usefulnese of analysing several ccecnaries ingluding
gsensitivity analysis on elemenits such az balance of payments
and, capltal avallability constraints;

the dimportance of examining, in detail additienal variables
like science and technology and financial requirements;

Requests the Exeoutive Scorctary of ®CL o

(a)

(L)

hal

provide, on request, technical assistance to African governments

~and 'subregional zroupings in establishing work en perspectlve

studies at the: ﬂatl@ﬂal and- subreglonal levels;

astablizgh a specific schedule of reviews to be undertaken in the
updating of the study snd ensure the involvement of MULPOCs in - -
the mom.torlng of the vorious crltloaa areas and sectors in

 their respcothu subregicns,
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502 (XIX). Pricing Policies in the African Least Developed CJountric

Lhe Conference of linictors,

Gongidering tne lmportance of priclng policles in encourasging produstive
activitie. .ady especlally, in lncrsaslng produstivity mad oubpud Lo the

agricultural scotor,

dvigre of the oriticel food supply situation in the africen leact devoloped
cowtrie 6'

Iy

Corpitant of tie pervirsze offecys of various cconomic =nd flnencilal
gbabilization and structural acjustuent programnss znd the limilted succoss such

1 n

programues have ned and bheir cost, especlally in low income countries,

ggoogmizing that ourrent inmstituticnzl pricing structures and price

legislation nesd to Lo wrougst up-to-daibe
o 7

winaful of tne dearis of statistics on produchbicn costs in sectors as vital

as agriculture,

Recalling tnat gtops wegently need o be token to bring zboul notlonal
A tuderiet 51 3 = J &

gelf-sufficliency,

Turther recalling the sxperiences galned iu formilating pricing policles

and mesting Tie terms of toe sland-by arrangsuents with the lnteruetional honetary

Fund and $he World Sanik by many African least weviloped countricw,

1e Takes ncto of the study on pricing policies in Africen least developed

cowrbriss vreseanted by Eda secrstariat 1o collasoration wis UNCTAD;

2o Hequests the oirican least develoved couwstrisze to bring tuasir lactitu-
tional structwes for fixing, controlling and monitoriag prices up=to=date and into
line witn the cooncalco situstlons broy facu, o nuks wppromilate mrice-fixing arrange—
menus Tor agricultural producers so thaot saic produccrs wegy lncrease their output
accordingly, enu to check tue curreat trond whion allows miudlensa o niake
gxnorbitant profit and faveours some urban congumers at the wxpenss of the rural

geetor
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3o Heguests the 1CA secretariat to make the study more comprehensive and
,,,,, L

to talke into account sli tke peranetres thot could ensble the definition of an

apprepricte pricing policys

e Invifes tuo Internetional Monctary tund and the World Jank to include

in thoir economic L financinl octcoilizsation cad structurel adjustment programmes
and wndertaiking o acopt odequeste vezsures almed at ldentifying the detrimental
and bensficlal effects and noke componsateory arrenjuacnts for any adverse effects
thot the african leost doveloped countrics mey encounter as o result of such

DT OET GEae 5

e

HYe  Heguests UubP, tic World bapk and LU0 Yo give tihe 04 secretariat thc
necessary financizl hacking to provide coverage for all 20 alrican least
developed countries and cepe witn the various sublijocts selected for investigation

t0 enrich the gtudy on pricing policies in the african least developed countries.



®/ECA/CM,10/38/L .1
Page 97

503 (XIX)s HNeasures for the effective implemcntation of the sucstantial

nevi pvograme of gotion in Africon leagt developed countries

The Confersnce of Ministers,

hecalling its resolution 397 (XV} of 12 april 1980 entrusting the Conference
of Ministers of aAfrican Least Developed Countries with the responsioility for
ensuring the co~ordination of efforts; establishing priorities, nonitoring and
evaeluating progress under the éomprehensive New Programnme of action in safrican
Least Developed Countries, end its resolution 481 (XVIIL) of ipril 1983 on measures
for accelerating the implementation of the Substantial ew Programme of dction in

african Least Developed Countriss,

Recalling United Wations General wssembly resclution 38/195 of 20 December
1983 on the implementation of the Substantiul New Programme of .uction for the

19008 for the least developed countries,

Taking note of tne tremendous efforts made by the African Least Developed
countries in the preparation of theilr respecitive country review neetings,
egpecially in devising policies almed at ensuring the successful implementation

of their natlonal progranmes,

Hoting thut tne review meetings so for orgenized have net wotally met the
expectations of the least developed countries, since the commitments nade by
donor countries and organizations have not fully matched the provisions of

the Substantial New Programme of action,

Ixpressing deep concern at the disappointing results of the negotiations
on the Substanticl New Programme of .ction &t the sixth session of the United
Natione Conference on Trade and Development held in Belgrade, June-July 1983,

Woting with great concern the worsening economic situatiocn of the
africsn least developed countries caused by natural calamitics such as drought

and desertificaztion,
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Furiher noting with satisfaction the initiative of the United Nations

Secretary-General on the africen economic crigis and efforts to mobilize the
internaiional community to provide the necessary financial and teghnical assistance
in fgvour of wfrican countriss, especially the least developed among them and

also the appointoent Of o Special HRepresentative on the african cconomic crisis,

Deeply concerned by the consildergble reduction in official development

asslgtance especially on the concessional terms from all exdernal sourccs to
the african least developed countries since the adoption of the Substaniial

New Programme of sction in 1981,

Segring in nind that the intergovernmmental zroup of experts on least
developed countries of tine United Nations Conference on lrade and Development
will meet av & highsr level in September/October 1955 in order to carry out the
Mid=term Global HReview of the Substantial New Programme of .ction and $o
consider the pomssiblilitics of holding s global revicw of the implemeniation of
the Substantial New Programme of action at the end of fthe decade,

aware that the least developed countries should mobilize and allocate a
greater part of their domestic resources 1o the inplementeation of their develop-
ment projects and improve substantially thelr absorptive cepacity through

nternald arrangenents or with the support of donor countries and agencies;

Noting with pratitude the spirit of those countries which have already

implenented the 0,15 per cent share of their GNP as Official Development usssistance
$c fhe lezst developed countries as provided for under the Substantial New

Programme of iotion,

Ta Strongly urges those african lcast developed countries that. have

not yet organized thelr meetings o taic all the necessary measures to do so

in 1984 or at least before the Mid~Term Global Review meetings in 1985;

2e  Urges african least developed countries (1) to adeguately prepare
themselves for the Mid=Term Global Review ueceilng in 1995 in order to nale
practical proposals for the adjusiment of the Substential New Frogramme of
action if need be, 50 as to expedite its implementation during the second half
of the decade; (ii) to provide the necessary information and statistics to the
secretariat of the Beonoimilc Commlssion for .Africa 30 as te be able {o prepare
a gubstantive repional assessment of the implementation of the Substantial New

Programne of acticn during 1981-1984;
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Se Further urges the african least developed countrics to ensure the

establishment of adequate new follows=up inechanisms at the couniry level or the
strenghtening of already existing mechanisms in order to maintain contacts

with donors before and after review meelings;

4+  Affirms that the principal objuctive of the country review meetings
should be to secure additional resources and net to be z mere forum for the
exchange of views on the countries development stratcegles, policice and public
investment programmes znd projects and, to that effect, donors should send
high level represenmtation from their respective aid agencies to attend the

country review meetings and make firm commitments on the programmes and projects;

5s Requests the lead agencies, the United dations Development Programme
and the World Bank to utilise local experts, the exporiise within the United
Nations system, especially the Economic Commission for africa for the drawing up
of the documentation for the country roview meetings in african least developed
countries so &g to reduce expenditures for the preparation and organization of

these meetings;

G Calls upon donor countries in the context of paragraph 3 of the
Substantial New Programme of actlon to substantially increase the flow of
financisl resocurces and other support measures with the aim of achieving the 0,15
per cent target of thedr GiP as officizl development assistance to least developed
countries or double their officianl development assistance to the lezst developed

countries by 1955 or =ze soon as possible thereafter;

Tw Urges donor countries and multilateral financial institutions to
(2) provide financial assistance to the ufrican lezst acveloped countries on
very favourable terms and conditions iaking into considerction the special
peculiarities of the cconomies of these countries, () zlleviate the dcot
burden onthe African least developed countries through reirocastive adjusment
measures or equivalent actions and most desirably, the complete cancellation
of debts, (¢) to.contribute substantially to the Local recurrent‘cost of $he priority
projects which they are funding in the least developed countries, (d) to endeavour
%0 improve aid delivery procedures in order 1o cnhance the absorptive capzoity of the
least developed countries and, whercver possible, to harmenize such procedires so as

to create a condition for pessible co-financing of prajects;
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e Welcomes the provision by some donors of agssistance to african least
developed countries mostly in the form of grants as well as in more flexible
Forms such as local recurrcnt cost financing, nmointenance aid, rehabilitation
aid, as well ax balance-of—payments support, adapited to the special needs of
the African least developed counirics and in response to their detleriorating

economilc and socicl situetion caused vy the natural calamitics;

- 9« Calls upcn the international community to provide support for the
priority areas identified by the african least developed countries in their
country programmes on the basils of the provisions of cnapter 1 of the Subsiantial
New Programmes of wctilony particulerly food and agriculture, manufacturing,
exploration and development of energy and technical resources, hwilan resources
development, expansion and diversification of exports, development of transport
and communications, and improvement in planning, ilmplementation and management

capabilities;

10s  Expresses its gretitude to the United Nations Secretary-General and
his 3pecilal Representative on the .frican sconomic corises for the efforts
that they are deploying in nobilizing assistance from the internationel
community to alleviate the current economic crisis facing 4lrica and appeals
t0 the international community to respond positively to the efforts of the
United Hations Secretory-General;
11e Hequesis the Hxecutive Scoretary to reporit on the progress in the
implementation of this resolution to the L£ifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

of african least developed countries in 1985.



504 (XIX). Transportation and marketing of natural gas by vipeline

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution ZCA/UNTACDA/Res, 83/28 adopted by the third Conference
of African Winisters of Transport, lommunications and Planning meeting in Cairo
in March 1933 on the preparstion of a study on natural gas in Africe,

Conscious of the imponrtance of this study for the development of natural
resources in Africa, especially with regard to satisfying the needs of African
countries in matural gas, particularly in the Sahelian countries,

1. Supports the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
in his endeavour to undertake a comprehensive study on the distribution of
African natural gas by pipeline in order to market it in Africa and possibly
transport 1t to Rurope; the study should include a comparison of various modes
of transport;

2.  Appeals to the international cormunity, especially the organizations -
concerned, namely the Organizaticn of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the
African Development Bank and the World Bank to support and co-operate with the
Economic Commission for Africa and the United Nations Development Programme to
ensure the success cf the study.
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505 (31IX). Strengthening ECA 2s an Executing Agency

The Conference of Ministers,

Fecalling General Assembly resolution 23/202 of 29 Janvary 1879 on
restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Wations system,
which, inter alia, decided that the regional commissions shall have the status
of executing agencizs in their own right,

Pecalling the agreement sigmed on 1 larch 1977 between UNDP and ECA
designating ECA as a participating and executing agency for UNDP inter-country
projects,

Having considered the biennial report of the Ixecutive Secretary for the
biennium 1982-1983,

doting with satisfaction the progress which ECA has achieved as an executing
agency oi UNDP and other inter—country projects within a short space of time to
the extent that it is now one of the largest executing agency of UNDP-firanced
inter-country projects in Africa,

Also noting with concera the administrative difficulties being experienced by
ECA in the implementation nf these projects due to lack of differentiation betweeh -
procedures and rules which sheould apply to its rele as an executing agency as
distinct from its normal repular budgetary activities in the recruitment of
project personnel residing outside Africe and those above level L5 and in the
procurement of project equipment and supplies costing above 2US 20,000,

Joting further with vegret that the rate of implementation by ECA of UNDF and -
other inter-countrv projects has decreased substantially due to the abcve-mentione!
constraints, which create unnecessary delays,

Bearing in mind the current critical econocmic situation of Africa and the
expectation of member States that FCA secretariat should »lay an increasing role
in assisting them in expeditious execution of operation projects funded by
resources from the UN svstem, other than multinational and bilateral funding
sources,

1. Reguests the Secretarv-General to relax the administrative constraints
mentioned above bY reslignine the rules of recruitment and procurement with
those of other UM executing agencies so that the %CA would be able to promptly
execute nrojects thereby putting it on the same footing as the other executing
agencies in the United Eations system:

2. Requests tiie Execuiive Secretary to report to the eleventl meeting of
the Conference of Ministers and the twentieth session of the Commission the
propress in the implementation of this resolution.
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506 (XIX)}. Kilimanjaro Prograrme of Action on Population and Self-Reliant
Developiaent

The Conference of linisters,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 1961/37 of 25 ifovember 1981
and 1982/42 of 27 July 1982 on convening of an International Conference on
Population in 1924, which, inter alia, Ilnvited the rejional commissions to consider
at their annual scssions in 1984, the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference, with a view to formulating suggestions and recommendations for the
further iwmplementation cf the World Population Plan of Action at the regional
level, and to transmit those suggestions and recommendations to the Conference
for its consideration,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resoluticn 1983/6 of 26 May 1933 on
the International Conference on Fopulation, 1984, which requested the Secretary-
General of the United ztions to invite a1l States, representatives of national
liberation movements, the United tations Council on jiamibia, government, inter=-
governiental and non-governmental organizations to varticipate in the Conference,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/76 of 26 July
1983 on Crosg~Ssctorial review of population, which decided to continue to attach
high priority to population programmes and activities as contributing to the
social and economic development of develeping countries and urged that increased
financial support for pooulation activities be made available and that competent
entitizs of the Ulf system take appronriate action accordingly im a co-ordinated
manner in thelr respective programmes of work,

Recalling further ECA resolution 366 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on priority
population programmess of ECA, which requested the Executive Secretary to give
high priority to and initiace programmes of 2ssistance to countries on studies
analysis and inmstirution-building activities iv priority areas on population and
developrent .nterrelationszhips, infant and childhood mor:iality, levels, patterns
and future trends in fertility and population distributior and development,

Taking note of the report of the Preparatory Committee for the International
Conference on Population (T/1934/20 and T/1904/23/Add. 1),

Re-afiirming its commitments to the population programme: speiled out in the
Lagos Plan of Acrtion and vreiterated in the Addis Ababa Declaration of 1983,

Moting with satisfaction efforts undertaker jointly by ECA and UFFPA to
develop national expertise in the field of populatioen,
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Noting also preparatory work so far undertaken at the global and regional
levels to ensure active participation by African countries at the International
Conference on population scheduled to meet in Mexico in August 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Second African Perulation Conference held
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 9 to 13 January 19354,

1. Approves the Rilimanjevo Programme of action on Population and Self-~
Reliant Development adopted by the second African Population Conference;

2. Requests the Stateswembers of the Commission to ensure that their
delegations to the International Conference om Population and to future United
Hations Population Commission meetings use the Xilimanjaro Programme of Action
as document of reference to ensure adequate consideration of the urlorlty
interests of Africa in population activities;

3, Further requests the UNFPA and donor countries and agencies to increase
resources given te African countries to gveed up the implementation of this
programme;

4, Directs the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps to ensure that
the principles and objeciives of this preogramme as well as the recommendations
contained therein be incorporated in the Work Programme of the Commission;

5. Calls on all orpanizations in the United Hations family, the 0AU,
intergovernmental, subregiorﬂl interregional and national organizations
involved in pepulation work im the region to collaborate with the Economic
Commission for Africa in implementing this Progrizime;

6. Requosts the Pxecutive Secretary to venort to the Conference of HMinisters
at its eleventh meeting the outcome of the International Conference on Population
and progress made in integrating the recommendations of that Conference and the
Kilimanjarc Programmc ¢f Action for Population and Seif-Reliant Development.

7. Reguests the FSxecutive Secretary tc reprrt alsr tr the next session
of the Assembly'of Feads ~f State and Government of CAU »n the Eilimanjaro

Programme of Actlon cn Pepulation.
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507 (XIX). Europe~Africa Permanent Link via the

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 1982/57 adovted by the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations during its second regular session in July 1582 on the subject
of the proposed Eurcope-Africa permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar,

Recaliing also. the recommendations of the Experts appointed by the Economic
Cormission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe following the
adoption of the above-mentioned ECOSOC resolution, contained in the report of
the Experts, approved by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular
session in 1983,

Mindful of resolution 1983/62 adopted by the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session in July 1983 on the subject of the Europe-Africa
permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar which, inter alia, requests that the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa continue to monitor
and analyse studies related to this project in accordance with the recommendations
of the above-meantioned repcrt,

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference of African Ministers
of Transport, Communications and Planning held in Conakry in February 1984,

I. Invites governments, international orgamizations, research institutions
and the universities in the Mediterranean area and elsewhere to continue to
co-operate with the Governments of Morocco and Spain and with the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Econcmic Commission for Furope, and make concerted
efforts in the pursuit of the development of the project for Europe-Africa
permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar;

2. Requests the Secretary-Gemerzl of the United Nations to place at the
disposal of the Economic Commission for Africa the resources necessary for the
implementation of the recommendations on the proposed permenent link via the
Strait of Gibraltar.
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508 (XIX). Biennial report of the Executive Secretary

The Conference of Ministers, .

Recalling ECA resolution 403 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on biemnial report of
the Executive Secretary, 1979-1930,

Recalling also Section IV of the Annex to General Assembly resolution 32/197
of 20 December 1977 on restructuriag the economic and social sectors of the United
Nations System, which, inter alia, stipulates that the regional commissions should
be enabled fully to play their role under the authority of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council as the main general ecomomic and social 4
development centres within the United Nations System for their respective regioms,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution of 20 December 1983 on
special measures for the economic and social development of Africa in the 1980s
which, intev alia, urges donor countries to provide substantial and sustained
levels of resources for promoting accelerated development of African countries
and the effective implementation of the Lageos Plan of Action and the Final Act
of Lagos and to contribute generously to the United Hations Trust Pund for
African Development, invitz2s all international financial institutions, particularly
the World Rank, the Intermational Development Associaticn and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development, to continue actively to consider increasing
substantially their development assistance to Africa and to treat the matter of
making a special effort in support of African ecoromic and social development
with the urgency it requires, requests the Secretary-General to convene, in
co-operation with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Cowmission for Africa,
the Fifth Biennial Conference for the United MNations Trust Fund for African
Development and to take the necessary measures to ensure its success and, in this
regard, appeals to donor countries, relevant Imited Mations organs, international
and regionzl financial institutions and other interested public and private
bodies to participate fully and cortribute generously to the Fund,.

Yaving examined Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983 which
included an update of the implementation of the work programme of the Commission,
1982-1983,

Convinced that a strengthened secretariat of the Economic Commigsion for
Africa is an imperative necesgity for the member States of the Commissicn both
individually and collectivelv, particularly in view of the current economic and
social crisis faciag Africa,

Taking note with gratitude the resources allocated by the United Nations
Development Programme to the Economic Commission for Africa, during its second
programming cycle in its capacity as a UNDP? executing agency,




£/BCA/CH. 10/36/1.1
Page 107

1. Takes note of the Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983,
including an update of programme performance;

2. Views with concern the fact that the Commission does not have the
necessary resources for carrying out evaluation of programmes and projects;

3. Appeals to those member States which have not yet paid the contributions
pledged by them to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development to do so
urgently;

4. Further appeals to all member States to be prepared to pledge substantial
funds to the United Hations Trust Fund for African Development when the Fifth
Pledging Conference takes place during the 1lth meeting of the Conference of
Ministers and 2lst session of the Commission in April 1985;

5. Congratulates the Executive Secretary and his staff on the scope and the
high quality of the Biennial Report, 19£2~1983; '

6. Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Programme
Planning and Budgeting Board and the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination
to continue to improve the methods of evaluating programme performance so that
information on effectiveness and the physical implementation of projects can be
provided to member States;

7. Appeals tc the international community particularly the developed
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, North America, Japan and members of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting ountries and other developing countries in a
position to do so, international and regiomal financial institutions to contribute
generously to the Fifth Pledging Conference for the United Nations Trust Fund
for African Development; '

8. Thanks the United Mations Development Programme for its past support
to the operational activities of the Commission and urges it to increase its
allocations so as to enable the Commission to continue its good work as an
executing agency of the Programme;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Mations to provide more
resources to the Economic Commission for Africa as the centre for general social
and economic development within the United Mations System for the African region
so as to enable it in general to assist member States more effectively and in
particular develop the required capacity and capability in the field of evaluation
of programmes and projects;

10, Decides that the Executive Secretary should continue to prepare his
biennial report in the manner in which the one for 1982-1983 has been prepared.
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509 (XIX). Strengthening African Capabilities in Science and Technology Matters

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the provisions of programme elements 2.5 and 5.1 of the Science
and Technology Chapter of the Lagos Plan of Action for the economic development
of Africa, which require member States to mobilize the adaptive technology
potential of the metal-working branch of the informal sector and promote the
development of low cost rural technologies,

Further recalling the Vienns Programme of Action on Science and Technology
for Development and its Orerational Plan,

Bearing in mind the measures contained in the Operational Plan, authorizing
the conduct of Mid-decade Regional and Global Reviews of the implementation of
the Vienna Programme of Action,

Recognizing that for Africa such a review would not only mean esgentially
the review of the implementation of the Science and Technolegy Chapter of the
Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa but would also be
invaluakble to the QAU and ECA secretariats and the member States in their
efforts to implement the said Plan,

aware of the catalytic role the Working Groups of the Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts for Science and Technoloovy Development established by
Commission resolution 445 (XVII) and now required to undertake their tasks on
a subregional basis, can play in the develomment of endogenous African scientific
and technological capabilities and of the benefits that such Groups will derive
from the results of the review, '

Having considered the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts for Science and Technology Develoopment, made at its second meeting
held in addis Ababa from 14 to 18 November 1983,

1. Approves the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee;

2. Calls upon all member States to give full and active support to ECA
secretariat and its co-~ovperating agencies in this regard:

3. Requests all member States, the organizations of the United Nations
system and OAU to take these recommendations of the review into account in
their efforts to implement Chapter V of the Lagos Plan of Action as well as
the Vienna Programme of Rction and its Operational Plan;
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4, Urges all memher States, the OAU secretariat, the ECA secretariat
and other United Nations agencies to give active support to the activities
of the Working Groups;

5. Congratulates the FECA secretariat for the initiative taken to promote,
in co~operation with the govermment of the Republic of India, the development,
demonstration and use of technologies suitable for the rural areas in Africa and
for the efforts made in collaboration with the African Regional Centre for
Technology and the German Foundation for International Development to mobilize
the adaptive technology votential in the informal sector of African economies;

6. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the governments of the
Republic of India and of the Federal Repuklic of Germany for the current
financial support provided and that promised for the future respectively to
promote rural technoleogies and mobilize the adaptive technology potential in

African economies.
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510 (XIX). Increasing Resource Allocation to Food and Agriculture in Africa
and Declining Performance of the Sector

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the situation of food
and agriculture in Africa,

Having examined the report of the kxecutive Secretary on the intensive
study to ascertain the causes of the apparent discrepancy between the increasing
resource allocation to food and agriculture and the declininy performance of
that sector (E/ECA/CM.10/21), prepared in close collaboration with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

Convinced that the studv is very uSeful not only at the reg1onal level
but also at the national level,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and those who assisted them on the useful
work they have done:

2. Calls upon member States to undertake such studies at the national
level and report thereon to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh
session;

3. Requests the Executive Secretaryvy of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to vrovide on request, within the ]limits of the resources
of their Organizations, such apvpropriate assistance as will enable the members
States to carry out such studies:

4, Further recuests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to report to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh session
the implementation of this resolution.
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Executive Selretaries of the regional commiasions, to takes urgently appropriate
measurzs to ensure that z2ll temporary ond nermansmt senior women's programme
officers poste ware continuad at the reglional commigsions within regular budget
regources availabls to them,

Reiterating ite call on ifrican Governmenis and nationzl machineries to
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1. sppeals ts momber States 1o take the necessary moesures to ensure thet
moere wWomen srye recrultad or promoted particularly to senior level and decision-
making positions in the United Nations systems

2. Urges member Statces of ZCA to provide the Subregional Committces and
the Africa Regional Co~ordinzting Committes for the Integration of Women in
Development with the ncceszary financial resource znd support in oxder to
slrengthen theoir role s African intergoveriuontal organizcations and subsidiary
orgeng of the Commigslon;

3, Reguests member States to ensure that middle and senior level womén
are givén every opportunily for training in the techniques of project design,
1Qgem st and follot=un;

4. Calls upon Africen States and Govermaente with qualified personnel to
make availahble such personnel to assist other countries in the snirit of
collective self-reliance nnd Technical Cowoperation among Developing Countries
(TCDC) calied for in the Lages Plan of Action:
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5. Requests national machineries for the integration of women in develop-
ment and the relevant departments of vlanning to ensure that projects invelving
women are integrated in national develooment plans and take into full account
the needs of poor urban and rural women;

5. Urges the Secretary-General and the Executive Secr=tary of ECA to do
all in their rower to nrovide a core group of nosts from regular budget re-
sources, throuah the redeployment of vacant posts and the 1986/1987 regular
hudget submissicn, to the African Training and Research Centre for Women and
the MULPOC Women's Programwes to ensure their long~term viability beyvond the
United MWaticns Decade for Women;

7. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme,
the Voluntary Fund for the United MNations Decade for %Yomen, and the international
community for the financial and technical assistance c¢iven to the ECA women's
programme ;

8. Calls upon the United Nations Development Programme, the Voluntary
Fund of the United Mations Decade for Vomen and all the other United Nations
agencies to increase their efforts to ovrovide technical assistance to African
women, includina avpropriate training, schclasships and consultancy services,
and to ensure that this assistance is delivered in a timely and effective manner;

"9. Stronoly reguests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to vredouble his efforts to increase the number of African women in
the Commission, especially at the policy and decision-making levels;

10. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA to organize as soon as

possiblé a special pledging conference for the regicnal and subregional women's
programmess
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513 (XIX). PFourth All-Africa Trade Fair

The Conference of Ministers,

flaving considered the report of the Third lMeeting of the Ministerial Fbliow~
up Comnittee on Trade and Filnance for the Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from
9 to 14 May 1984, -

‘Bearing in mind the recormendations of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Recalling previous decisions taken especially by the Conference of African
Ministers of Trade at its seventh meeting held in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 February
1982,

Conscious of the beneficial results yielded by previous All-Africa Trade
Fairs, held in Nairebi, Algiers and Xhartoum for the purpose of stimulating
intra-African trade,

Welcoming the offer made by Toge to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Recognizing with appreciation the financial contributions made by the 0AU
Council of Ministers towards the organization of All-Africa Trade Fairs,

1. Decides to accept Togo's offer to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade
Fair in 1985;

2, Further decides that the following mermber States: Algeria, Angola, the Congo
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea-Bigsau, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Nigeria,
the Sudan (previous host), Swaziland, Tozo, Uganda and Zimbabwe shall constitute an
Organizing Committee for the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair under the chairmanship of
Togo:

3. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to appeal to the Council of Ministers
of the OAU through the Secretary-General of the 0OAU to continue to subsidize All-
Africa Trade Fairs particularly the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which is scheduled
to take place in Lome, in the Republic of Togo.
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514 (¥IX). Association of ffzican Trade Pronotion Orsanizations

The Conference of Ministers,

Eaving considered the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababan
Ethiopia, fro~ 9 to 14 May 1C£4,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts exerted by the Association of African
Trade Promotion Organdzations to realize its ohjectives and raise extrabudgetary
finance for implementing its work programme,

Conscioug of the fact that the Associaiion could make a considerable
contribution to the development »f incra-African trade if given adequate
encouragenent and support from African countries,

Strongly arreals to

(2) all member States of the Associatinn that have not paid their contri-
butions to the budget of the Association to do so without further delay:

(b) those African countries that have not yet joined the Association to
do s0 a8 soon as possible:

(¢) the Executive Secretary of FCA and the Secretary-General of the QAU
to continue to assist AATFG in its =ttempts to mobilize external technical and
financial assistance for the laplementation of its work prograrme:

(d) EEC, ITC, UWCTAD and other international organizations and donor
countries to coneider requests for technical ard financial asgistance by the
Association favourably.
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515 (XiX). EIstablishment of the African Federation oif Champers of Commerce

The Conference of Ministers,

Conscious of the need for concerted and urzent action on the measures outlined
in the Lagos Plan of Action sc as to attain the goals of rapid collective self-
reliance and self-sustaining development and economic growth for African countries,

Recalling Chapter VIL, paragraph 250 (ii) of rhe Lagos Plan of Actiom, urging
governments to promote and facilitate the establishment of national chambers of
commerce (where they do not exist), to include bhoth State and private trading
companies, with a view to establisbing subregional associations (wherever they do
not yet exist) and to agrée to facilitate thes setting up of an African Federation
of Chambers of Commerce not latev than 1985, ‘

Convinced that national chambers of commerce and federations, associations
or unions of chambers of commerce can plav a more vital role in expanding and
promoting intra-African trade,

Taking note with satisfaction of the efforts made so far by the national
chambers of commerce of the region, the Ecoromic Commission for Africa (ECA),
the Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO) and other
organizations and individual African countries towards the creation of the
Federation,

Further taking note of the revort of the Third lMeeting of the Ministerial
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9-14 May 1984, S -

1. Calls upon African Govermments tc give full support to their national
Associations of Chambers of Commerce so as to ensure their effective participation
in the Federation of Africar Chambers of Commerce;

2. Further calls upont African national Associatious of Chambers of Commerce
to decide without further delay to designate one national representative to
participate at the inaugural mweeting cof the Federation of African Chambers of
Commerce as required by the constitution adopted at the meeting of African
Chambers of Commerce held in Cairo in Hovember 1383,
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516 (XIX), Development of Intra-~African Trade

The Conference of Ministers,

Mindful of the cardinal importance which the Lagos Plan of Action and Final
Act attach to the vrowetion of intrva-African trade as the mainstay of the African
strategy for socio-cconomic develonment and collective self-reliance,

Conscious of the need For thz creation and strangthening of African sub-
regional economic groupings witn a view to establishing an African Common
Market hy the year 1900, as required in the Lagos Flan of Action,

Bearing in mind the imvortant contribution made by the project financed by
UNDP on the Jevelopmznt of intra-African trade and monetary and financial co-
operation in the pursuit of the above-named objectives,

Noting with satisfaction the results of that project in assisting in the
establishment of the Preferentisl Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States, the Economic Community of Central African States and other supporting
institutions, and the strengthening of existing economic groupings,

Noting further the urgent need for continued assistance in the development
of these newly created institutions and the establishment of links among the
various economic groupings with a view to facilitating the gradual establishment
of an African Common Market,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial Follow=-
up Committee on Trade and Finance For Develooment, held in Addis Ababa, FEthiovia,
9 to 14 May 1984,

1. Deplores the fact that ECA dses rnet Tove the nocessary resources to
continue the project despite the encouraging results achioved so far in the
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of iLagos, parti-
cularly in the area of prometing intra-African trade;

2. Invites the zomder Soates of HOL te oromote Intra-African trade and to
facilitate such trade particularlv the removal of non-physical barriers,

3. Appeals to all Arvican countries and African institutions, especially
the African Development Bank (ADR) and the Aral Rank for Economic Development in
Africa (BADEA}, to provide financiul supnort for activities in this field;

4. Expresses its gratitude to UNDP for having nrovided the necessary
financial resources for the implereritation of the vrojecct between 1979 and 1982;

5. hequests the Governing Council of UNDP to review the results of the
project and reconsider the Dossibility of continuing financial support so that
ECA may continue to assist Aivican menber Statzs in the developmeﬁ% of intra-
African trade and monetary and financial co-overation.
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517 (XIX)., OAU and ECA aszsistance of African countries in
international necctiztions

The Conference cof i"iniasters,

Recalling ihe resolution or Afvica's marticipation in international
negotiations which =upesrs as Annex III to the Lagos Flan of Action. in
particular the opcrative paragranh 3 of the said resolutionm,

Considering the laudable sfforts which the 0OAU and ECA gecretariats have
made to apply this resolution, in particular, in providing logistical and '
technical support to the African countries in their preparation to participate
in international negotiations,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of the “inisterizl Follow-
un Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiovia,
9-14 Mav 1934,

1, Requests the ECA and QAU secretariats to intensify ond imorove their
technical and lopgistic support to the African countries not only during the
meetings and preparatory phase preceding the interpational negotiations on
development issues, but also during the nesgotiations themselves:

2, Calls vpon the two secretariats to sssist the African countries in
preparing for the international negotiations to define a strategy consisting
- of solutions to uroblems to be discussed; '

3. Requests further, the two secretariats to nrovide the African Group
with all effective support in the gourse of international negotiations,
particularly ir organizing regular consultaticn meetings to reviecr the issues
under negotiations and make the necessary chanses i the stratepy to be followed
in the light of the changing situation;

1, GOnce argain calls upon the two secretariats to make an asssssment of
the achievements of every internztional conference by analyzing the issues and
oroblems involved and nroncsin ., apnropriate measures to ho undertaken by the
African countries with resnmect to issues for which ne solution have been found.
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518 (XIX). Human Settlements

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 316 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment of
the Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements, 358 (XIV) of
27 March 1979 on institutional arrangements for Human Settlements and 408 (XVI)
of 10 April 1921 on the extension of the mandates of the above Intergovernmental
Regional Committee to inciude environiental matters,

Further recalling resolution 8 (IV) of the fourth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry of 26 Movember 1977,

Taking note of the General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982
on "Internatiocnal Year of Shelter for the Homeless",

Having examined the renmort 1/ of the second meeting of the Joint Inter-
governuental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment, held at
Addis Ababa from 16 to 1% January 1984 and the resolutions adopted at the
meeting, :

Appreciating the activities undertaken by the ECA for the development of
building materials and construction industries,

Convinced that Housing and Construction needs remain a major constraint to
the develepmert efforts of all member States and that anpropriate assistance
should be given continuously to thew in their endeavours to remove those
constraints,

1. Endorscs the report and resolutions adonted at the second meeting of the
Joint Intergovernmentsl Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment;

2. Urges member States to take steps to implement jointly with the ECA
secretariat the snscific actions defined in the resolutions adonted by the Joint
Intergovernmental Regicnal Committee on Human Settlements and Environment;

3. Calls upon member States in co-operation with the secretariat of ECA
to take necessary steps for a full and successful participation of the African
regloﬂ in the activicies of the ‘'International Year of Shelter for the Homeless™;

4. Recommends the strengthening of co-operation between the secretariat of
ECA, UNCHS, FAC, IL0O, UNIDO and all concerned NGOs and inter-gbvernmental
organizations in order to promote human setilements activities in the African
region;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to take the necessary steps to
ensure satisfactory implementation of this resolution,

1/ E/ECA/HUS/ENV/2 or E/ECA/CM.10/13.



E/BCA/CM. 10/ 35, L. 1
Page 122

519 (XiIX). Evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
African multinational! institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 477 (XVIIT) establishing the Ad Hoc Committee on
the evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of the African
multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and 0Al, which requested the
Committee to submit its report thereon to the tenth meeting of the ECA Conference
of Ministers, and paragraph Z64(i} of the lagos Plan of Action

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee,

1. Congratulates the Ad Hoc Committee on its report and accepts the
findings and the recommendations contained therein, including the desirability
of extending the life of the Ad Hoc Committze so as to enable it to complete its
work

2, Invites all the member States of the Ad Hoc Committee to take part in
the work and intensify their efforts to implement resolution 477 (XVIII);

3. Decides that:

(i) the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee is hereby extended for a
further period of one yszar so that it shall inter alia:

(a) visit the ECA and OAU-snonsored institutions which it had
been unable to visit, if necessary;

(b) make 3 more comprehensive study and make positive and specific
suggestion for the co-ordination, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions including the possible dissolution of
some ot those institutions;

{ii} all the Chief Executives of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions
shall, for the purpose of implementing resolution 477 (XVIII) present to the
Ad Hoc Committee relevant progress reports and information at a meeting to be held
between the former and the latter a2t the ECA secretariat on dates in December 1984
to be notified by the Exccutive Secretary;

{iii) the Ad Hoc Committee shall submit its second report to the
eleventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers;

4, Requests the member States of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions as
a matter of urgency to give, as required by paragraph 264(ii) of the Lagos Plan of
Action, the necessary nclitical and financial support to those institutions in
order to enable them to survive and function efficiently and effectively;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary, the Secretary-General of 0AU and
UNDP to give every possible technical and logistical sunport to the Ad Hoc Committee,
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520 (XIX). External Indebtedness of African Countries

The Conference of Ministcrs,

Recognizing the rate at which the external debt of the African countries
has grown especially during the past four years and the difficulties which
many African countries are experiencing in meetlng their external payments
obligations,

Conscious of the need for concrete steps to be taken at national, reg;onal
and international levels to deal with the external debt situation,

Roting that a Reg10na1 Ministerial Meetlng on External Indebtedness of
African Countries is planned to take place in Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 June
1984,

Mindful of the need to ensure that -the meeting should be successful and of
the need to maintain the original dates of the Ministerial Meeting from 18 to 20
June 1984,

1. Decides that the Ministerial Meeting should be preceded by a meeting of
experts to analyse the critical issues and prepare its recommendations to the
Ministerial Meeting:

2. Further decides that. the Meeting of Experts should be held from 14 to
17 June 1984 and the Ministerial Meeting from 18 to 20 June 1984

3. Authorizes that the recommendations of the kKegional Ministerial Meeting
on Africa's External Indebtedness should be submitted to the 1984 summer session
of the United Mations Economic and Social Council annexed to the ECA Special
Memorandum on African Economic Crisis.
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521 (XIX). Sessions of the Commission

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on restructuring of
intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa and
in which it was decided that the Commission sh0u1d meet annually, albeit, on
an experimental b331s, : ;

ﬁecalllng_also that some of the reasons that led to the decision to
meet annually were (i) the difficult economic conditions that were likely to
_, face the African region in the 1980s; and (ii) the need to continue to work
closely with the Organization of African Unity which meets annually,

Having considered the request by ECOSOC to its subsidiary bodies that
currently meet on an annual basis to comsider adopting, on an experimental
basis, a biennial cycle of meetings, and to report on this in 1984,

.Observing that the economic conditions facing the African region since
1979 have.actuzlly worsened and require more than ever before closer co-
operation and regular consultations among member States,

. . Aware that the United Nations Economic'Commission for Africa is the only
regional economic body that has been charged with the responsibility of -
sensitizing the Organization of African Unity and the international commuﬂlty
through the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly of the United
Nations to the general economic and social problems:-of the countries of the
region and hence need to monitor regularly the implementation of the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, 1/ the current economic and social
situation in the continent which demands censultations on a regular basis, and
the growing number of international negotiations callinv for collective
African positions, : o

Aware further that the involvement of the Commission in the United Nations
planning, programming, monitoring and evaluation process recuires that it
examines in one year or the other proposals for medium—-term plans, programme
aspects of biennium programme budgets and performance reports on the implementa=-
tion of the Commission biennium work programmes,

Decides to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice
being reviewed at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1988.

1/ A/8-11/14 Annex I and Annex II.
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522 (XIX). Strengthening subregional and regional co-operation

The Conference of Ministe

Pecalling ECA rasolutions 335 (XIV) of 27 March 1979, 418 (¥VI) of
10 Aprll 1981, and 450 (XVII) of 30 April 1983 on “ultinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) and its resolution 479 (XVIII) of 3 May 1983
on the sirengthening of MULPOCs a2nd the United Nations General Asseibly
regolution 37/138 of 17 December 1982 on the funding of the core staff of the
MILPOCs frem the regular budget of the United Nations, and taking note
of the catalytic role the MULPOCs have played and continue to play in assisting
member States towards the fulfilment of their commitment to the promotion of
subregioual and regional co-operation aznd integration,

Reczlling fyrther the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity, meeting at its second Extraordinary Session devoted to the
economic problems of Africa, held at Lagos, Nigeria, on 28 and 29 April 1980,
particularly the provisions concerning the strengthening or creation, as
necessary, of subregiomel and reegional economic groupings as a first step
towards the establishment of an African Eccnomie Community by the year 2000,

Puvther recalling with appreciatiorn the continuing efforts to strengthen
further Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), established on
28 May 1975, the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and
Southern African States (PTA) on 21 December 1981, and the establishment of
th~ Fcononic Community of Centrzl African States (ECCAS) on 18 October 1983,

Arare of the activities of the various intergovernmental and other
gubregicaal organ;zatlons concerned with the economic and social development
of the African regionm,

Noting with appreciation the overall assistance that the UNDP has given
re stirogliconal and regional co-operation and integration in the African region
over the years,

Convinced of the continuing need to strengthen subregional and regional
co-operation and integration amongst the member States as a first step towards
the criablishment of the Africem Economic Community called for by the year
2000 vnder the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act of Lagos,

1. Appeals to the member States that have mot yet done so to sign and
ratify the Treaty for the establishment of the Prefarential Trade Area for
Eagtern and Southern African States;
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2. Urges the member States that have signed the Treaty establishing the
Economic Community of Central African States to ratify the Treaty as soon as

pOSSibL@;

3. Appeals to mewmber States to increase their support for the MULPOCs
by pledging generously to UNTFAD for general or specific projects and by
seconding, if p0531b1e, at their expensc, experts to the MULPOCs on short-
term basis;

4, Urges member States and Intergovernmental Organizations within each
subregion to use the MULPOCs in their respective areas as Executing Agencies
for the implementation of specific projects;

5. Appeals oneéd more td the UNDP to provide financial support to the
operational activities of the MULPOCs in addition to the assistance currently
extended to the Women's Programme in the MULPOCs:

6. Lequests the Executive Secrctary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to intensify his efforts to secure: funds for the operational activities of the
MULPOCs; : g

7. Appeals to all Upnited Nations Specizlized and other Agencies to give
financial and other assistance to the African region in the implementation of
subregional and regional projects whose final objzctive is the establishment of
an African Economic Community by the year 2000 in accordance w1ch the Lagos Plan
of Action and Final Act of Lagos;

8. Calls upon all agencies of the United Nations System to collaborate more
closely with the MULPOCs in implementing their multinational subregional programmes
and projects.
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523 (XIX). Tourism

The Conforence of Ministers,

Aware of the importance of tourism in social and economic development,

Conscious that the growch of intra~Afvican tourism requires collective
efforts at the regiomal level in the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Noting that an African regional cenference on tourism and co-operation
is scheduled to tzke place in Yismey in October 1984,

1, Urges member States ©o participate at the highest level in the
forthcoming African regional conference on tourism and co-operation:

2.  Heguescs-the secretariat of ECA o submit all available studies
and documentation on the subject to- the confersnce.
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524 (XIX), The Meetings of the Policy Organs of the MULPOCs
Egpruqlg/Apr11 1984

The Conference of M1n1

Recaliing its izsolution 311 (XIIL) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment
of Multinaticnal Pregramming anc Operational Centres (MULPOCs) with headquarters
at Lusaka (Zambia); Gisenyi (Rwanda); Yaounde (Cameroon); Niamey {(Niger) and
Tangiers —(Morocco)

Recalllnp further its resolution 296 (XIII) also of 1 March 1377 on
the 1mnortanC° and nece551uy of economic co—operatlon,

Conac1oug of the vital r01° the MULPOCs play in promoting subreglonal
co-operation and integration of the member States in the framework oF the
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos,

Aware of the work programmes adopted by the meetings of the MULPOC Coun011
of Ministers held at Conakry, Guinea, 14 February 1984; Brazzaville, Congo,
27 to 23 Tebruary 1584; Addis Ataba, 12 to 14 March 1984; Kinshasa, Zaire,
23 and 24 March 1984; and the meeting of Plenipotentiaries of the North African
MULPQOC, Tangiers, Morocco, 31 Mezrch to 1 April, 1984,

1, Endorses the resoluticns of the MULPOC Council of Ministers and of
the North African Meeting of Plenipotentiaries annexed hereto as Amnex 1
(Lusaka), Annex IT (Gisenyi); Aunex ITI (Yaounde); Annex TV (Niamey) and
Amnex V (Tangiers);

2, Congratulates the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres
(MULPOCs) on their achievements in the field of subragional economic
co-operation and integration and irges them to intensify their activities in
this field,




525, (XIX). Implementation of the International Development Strategy
: : for the Thl d_inited Nations Development Decade

- iy it £

The Conferenggwgtmyl'iste@g,

-cRécalling United Nations General Assembly’résolupibn'35/56 of 5 December
1980, the Annex to which'contains the International Dévelopment Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling aisc United Natiuns General Assembly resolution 37/202 of
20 December 1982, which reorfirms the decision to carry out in 1984 the first
overall revisw and appraisc’ of the stace of implementation of the policy
measures, as well a3 ¢he yealization of the goals and objectives, of the
International Developwent Stratepgy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Recalling furcher United Naticns General Assembly resolution 38/152 of
19 December 198%, Whllu axpresses its deep regret at the lack of progress in
the launching of gichkzl negotiations which are intended to be one of the
principal instruments for facilitating the implementation of the International
Development Siraingy,

Deeply concerned over the lack of real progress in the implementation of
the International Deveiopment Scvategy in Africa,

Recalling thot the primary objective of the erategy should be to promote
the develcpment of davel 011“0 commtries in acoevrdaics with the objectives of
the new international ccoonomic onder,

Convinced that cou 1cive economic measures adiersely affect the economies
of the de"e‘op!nv coumtries wid their efforts in the field of economic and
social dcvelopment and 3eri0 hsl impede the implementation of the International
Developnent Danade,

1
A
O

Noting that for thz implemsntation of the International Development
Strategy to be successful, measures should be taken to build confidence in
international cconomic welotions,

i. Urges the Guveinwents of the member States of the Commission to renew
their efforts for the purpcsc of removing obstacles to the implementation of the
major goals and objeciives of the berategy;
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2, Invites States members of the Commission to bring to the attention
of the summer session of the Economic and Social Council in 1984 the views
of the countries of the African region regarding the causes which impede the
achievement of the major goals and objectives of the Strategy;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress report on the
implementation of the International Development Strategy in the region and to
submit it to the Commission at its twentieth session.
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526 (X1X), African Feonemic and fopial Cririg

e

The Cenferencs of "findctors,

Gravely conceraod ~tost the Acepominy ccoremin znd cocdsl crisis in Africa
and dts grave immlicatiors for the neoples and econorics of the continent,

lavine carefully nwivzed the nature, causes and imraet of the current
aconomic and social crisis as wall as the measures necegsary to d=al with the
erisis as contalnzd in FOA Snecilal Memorandum on Africa’s Fconomile and Social

Crigis,

Aware of the various activities and nrogrammes already being undertaken by
the African peonles and foverrmonts to deal with the current crisis,

1, Adopts the ECA "necial Memorandim on Africe's Economic and Social Crisis;

2. Stronply apncals to all African momher States to rally behind the
fforts of the TV Scerotarv-General and to particinats at the Sccond 1924 ECGROC
essicn at ifinisterial lavel in order to mobilize support for this Special
emorandum;

& O]

-
i

3. Commends the decision of the 40th ordinarv scesion of the Council of
Mnisters of tho Ovganization of African Unity na the current crisils in Africa
which requasted the ECA Conference of 'inisters to consider the mited Netions
Sacretary-General's initiative and make rocommendations thereon to the 4lst
ordinary session of the Council of ‘dnisters and to the 20th ordinary 2ssembly of
Ypads of State and fovernment of the Oreanization of African Unitvy

4, Avpreciates the offcorts taken iy che Zeecrcotary-Gencral of the United
Mations and the Director~General of thoe Food ard Agricultural Nreanization of the
United Mations and imniorss them to continue to enlist the supvori of the
internatioral cormunity for the cfforts of membor Statos:

5., ZLecopuilzes that vhile the primary wosponaibiiity for dealing with the
crisis ldes with the Tovernments and Pecnles of Africa, the masnitude and severity
of the crisis mabe the spuody an’” appropriats resdens: b 11) mombors of the
international community, the /%3, its rclevant organs and specialized agencics and
other relovant institutions, as wall a2 tho sisnificant imnrovement of the
international sconomic amrirormont necessary conditions for the effzctive solutions
of the current crisis;

€. Callc upon all memhers of the international community, the UM, its
relevant orpans and snecialize? asencles ord relevant institutions, to take
urgenrt and apnropriate wmcasures, as contalned in ECE Special lemorandum, to
assist African mem™er Statcs in dealing cffectively vizh the current crisis;
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7. DHNotes with satisfaction the annointwent of Dr. Alebayo Adedeii, ECA
Executive Secretary, as his Special Popresentative on the Economic and Social
Trisis 1rv Afrvica a3 vell as the estahlishment of the Palrobi Office and the
agseful work vhich thiz N fice has already undertalken:

8, Ixpresses its “oep apvrociation teo the Exccutive Secretary of the
Feonomic Commission for Africa for having helped the Conference of Ministers to
preparc tho ECA Special lemorancdum on Africa's Feonomie and Social Orisis and
commends him for the bish quality of the documenc and the Jopth and
comnrchongivenass of the analysis and proposals tharein: '

9, [Fequests the IExecutive fecretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to transmit the TCA Special Vemorandum on Africa'’s Economic and focial Crisis
and its arnexes to the Unitod Mations Econoric and Socilal Council, and appeals
to ECOSOC to give this Special lMemorandum the solenn and serious consideration
it desmerves and to tale aopropriate measures to assist the African member States
in averting the impending catastroohe;

17, Turther rogquests the Secretary=General of the 0AU te rransmit the
Spzcial Memorandum and annexes tc the 20th Assembly of the Heads of State and
Government of the Nrganization of African Unity,
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527 (XIX). Special Avpeal to the London Summit of Seven Major Industrialized
Countries of June 1984

The Conference of Ministers,

Having reviewed once again the economic and social crisis which has
engulfed the whole of Africa and the serious impact which it has on the social and
“economic conditions of the African peonle,

Gravely concerned by the deterioration in the sconomic and social situation
of the African countries triggered by the unprecedented drought which now
affects 34 African countries, and the devastating impact of the global economic
recession,

‘Recognizinq that the primary responsibilitv for the development of our
economies rests with our Governments and our Pecopnles,

Further recognizing that the scale and the complexity of the problem
makes it difficult for the African countries to deal with it by themselves
and that there is therefore an urgent need for massive assistance from the
international community, . :

Commending the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United Natiocns
in bringing to the attention of the international community the present serious
and devastating economic crisis in Africa, and noting with satisfaction the
appointment of Dr. Adebayo Ndedeji, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa as his special representative on the present African economic crisis
with the establishment of a temworary office in Hairobi to assist in dealing
with the crisis,

1. Strongly appeals to all Heads of State and Government Participating
at the London Summit of Saven Major Industrialized Countries to be held in
Jure 1984 to come to the assistance of the African countries through the
mobilization of massive resources to deal with the npresent economic and social
crisis in Africa;

2. Exvpresses its appreciation to those member countries of the inter-
national community who have taken special measures to implement the decisions
adopted at the earlier meetings of the United NMations Conference on Trade and
Development to meet the aid targets of 0.7 per cent of their Gross National
Product in official development assistance to developing countries, and 0.15

-per cent to the least developed countries, of which African LDCs constitute
the majority;

3. Further expresses its deep aprreciation to those hilateral and
multilateral donors who have responded favourably to the initiative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on tha economic crisis in Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United@ Nations to transmit this
resolution to the London Surmit of Seven Major Industrialized Countries to be
held in June 1984,
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528 (XI¥X). MHeteorological services to combat drought in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling 1ts resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the climatic situation
and drought in Africa,

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/68 of 29 July 1983 on the
Climatic Situation and Drought in Africa,

Avare that the drought in Africa is a terrible affliction which has caused
suffering among hundreds of thousands of African people,

Notes with appreciation the statement of the Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization to the Conference of Ministers on the meteorological
and climatic aspects of drought In Africa, -

Realizing that drought is a recurring climatic, non-periodic phenomenon which
cannot be currently predicted accurately by cycles or trends and must be ﬂtudied
scientifically}

Considering that practical and useful steps can be taken now to help African
countries make better use of existing weather and climatiec data and techniques to
combat drought,

Being convinced that increased efforts on the causes, characteristics and
prediction of drought in Africa - both physical and statistical - will assist the
African Governments concerned to prepare long-term plans to mitigate the effects
of possible future drought, especially from the point of view of optimum land use,

Recognizing that the availability of adequate meteorological and climatological
information is essential to carry out reliably these studies,

Noting also with satisfaction the results of the AGRHYMET Programme being
implemented by WMO in the Sahel for the Inter-State Committee for Fight against
Drought (CILSS),

1. Urges member States to support the balanced development of their national
Meteorcological Services, thereby ensuring that these Services can make their fullest
contribution to serve the socio-economic development in their respective countries
in order to assist the African Governments on a sound scientific basis, in their
efforts to mitigate the effects of drought, and other weather-related disasters as
well as in the major efforts for the rational exploitation and conservation of their
natural resources (particularly vegetation, water, marine and energy resources)
and the solution of related environmental problems:
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2. Invites member States to promote individually and collectively their
efforts in atmospheric science research, particularly to those problems of
relevance to tne weather a=nd climatic anomalics ceccurring in Africa and to the
application of meteorolegy to socio-economic activities:

3. Invites further the member States to consider fostering their co-operation
and collaboration in the field cof =etecrolcsical research.

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to study with UMO and other concerned
United Nations Organizations and specialized agencies the feasibility of establico-
ing an advanced centre for meteorology in Africa or any other alternative
institutional mechanism and to submit the study to the twentieth session of the
Economic Commission for Africa: ' '

5. Requests the Executive Secrétary to ensure the co~orveration of ECA in
all projects which WMO is considering for all drought-stricken regilons in Africa’
including projects such as the AGRHYMET Programme.
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raptial Asszegsnert of the RBoundtnbies and Consultative -
Croun Feebti

The Conference of i°i

Tecalline nperasraphs 121 and 313 of the S0A recommending the setting up
henisms for regular and perdodic review and imnlementation of a%

cof national wecha:n
the SKNPA,

Peview

Further recalling its resolution 4R2 (XV1TI) on the Tirst Pound of
neetines for African least developad countries,

Moting with concern that the reriew meetines so far orcanized have not
totally met the ewnectations of ‘ithe least developed countries,

hAware of the importance o the "ld-Term Global Review of the progress in

the implementation of the "TPA to ke held in "eonterber/Cctober 1935 under the
auspices of THCTAD

1. Zecuects the Executive BSecretary of /A to urgently prepare an appropriate
framework (o enabie African LICs to assess the Implementation of the SNPA and to
forward on time the individual countrv's assessment to the ECA secretariat;

2. Pecuest the Fxecutive fecretary of FCA in collaboration with UNNP
and the Yorld RBank to male 2 assessmoent of the Roundtables  a2nd Consultative
Groun Meetines so far orzanized, before the next meeting of the ECA Conference
of Minilasterz of 2frican LICs,

v ey





