
UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

•

efc I r \.

Distr.
GE:rEIlaL

E/E"R.jCI'1.10/38/L .1
23 ~.a;r 1984

Orit-inal : ENGLISH

I

ECONOMIC CO ·jj,ilSSIO;; FOR AFHlC.ii

Nineteenth session of the COffiQission
and tenth ~eeti~g of ~. c 0or£crence
of ~!inisters

liddis ~bc.ba, Ethiopia, 24-28 k;y 1984

DllAFT ~POl'T



., .

I *

,

E/ECA/CM.lO/38/L,1

NINETEENTH SESSION OF THE COiillISSION A[~ TENTH MEETING

OF THE CONFERENCE OF ;mnSTERS

A. Attendance and organization of work

1. The nineteenth session of the COlnmission and tenth meeting of the Conference

of Ninisters was held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 24 to 28 May 1984. In the

absence of the outgoing Chairman of the ninth meeting, Comrade Mersie Ejigu, Head

of General Planning of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and the

Central Planning Supreme Council with the rank of Minister, Alternate Member of

the Central Committee of COPWE opened the meeting.

2. Opening addresses were delivered by Comrade Addis Tedla, Provisional ~ulitary

Administrative Council (P~lAC) Standing Committee Member, Deputy Chairman of the

National Revolutionnry Development Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council

and Member of the Executive Committee of COPWE, the Executive Secretary of ECA,

the Secretary-General ad interim of the Organization of African Unity and Comrade

Mersie Ejigu. The Director-General for International Economic Co-operation and

Development of the United Nations read out a message from the Secretary-General

of the United Nations. A message from the Director-General of the Food and

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations was read out by his representative

(see Section C below for summaries of those statements and messages).

3. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States members

of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African

Republic, Chad, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon,

the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan

Arab Jamahiriya, rmlawi, Mali, tmuritania, MDrocco, Mozambique, the Niger, Nigeria,

Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United

Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

4. In a~cordance with paragraph 9 of the Commission's terms of reference,

observers were present from the following member States of the United Nations

i
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which are not members of the Commission: Austria, Canada, China, Cuba,

Czechoslovakia, France, Germany,Federal Republic. of, Japan, Hum-:ery, India,

Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, Spain, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the

United Kingdom, the United States of America, Venezuela and Viet Nam.

5. Observers for the Holy Sea, the Republic of Korea and Switzerland, States

not members of the United Nations, were also present.

6. The African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan-Africanist

Congress of Azania (PAC) were represented, in accordance with the Commission's

rules of procedure.

7. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies attended the meeting:

Office of the Director~General for Development and International Economic Co­

operation, De~artment of International Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations

De,· ·rt:.;ent of Technical Co-operation for Development, United I-:ations Centre for

Human Settle~ents (HABITAT), United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations

Conference on Trade and Development, United Nations Development Programme, United

Nations Financing System for Science and Technolo~y for Development, United Nations

Fund for Population Activities, United Nations Industrial Development Organization,

United Nations Sudano-Sahel ian Office, United Nations University, World Food

Council, World Food Programme, International Labour Organisation, Food and

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, United l'iations :iduc,tio:1cl.5cientific

and Cultural Organization, International Civil Aviation Organization, World Health

Organization, ~orld Eank, International tlonetary Fund, International Telecommunica­

tion Union, HorlG Heteorological Organization, International Haritime Orqanization,

World Intellectual Property Organization, International Fund for ft~ricultural

Developmeent, General Agreement on Tariffs and Tade and International Trade Centre

(UNCTAD/GATT).

•
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8. The following intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations were

represented in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms of

reference: African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and llanufacturing,

Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration or Bomen in

Development, African Remote Sensing Council, African Regional Organization for

Standardization, Central African Customs aUG '~,conOit1ic Union, Economic Community

of the Great Lakes Countries, Pan-African Telecommunications Union, Organisation

commune africaine et mauritienne, Banque ouest-africaine de developpernent,

League of Arab States, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions,

Organization of African Unity and Regional Centre for Training in Aerial

Surveys.

9. The Conference unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairman: Hon. ::r. dulumba LUkoji .zaire

First Vice-Chain,an: Hon. Hr. Hohammed Wafik Hosny Egypt

Second Vice-Chairman: Hon .. I-ir. Uohamed Ag Ramany Hali

Rapporteur: Hon. Lir. Stephen A. Echakara Kenya

E. l.~genda

10. At its two hundred and thirtieth meeting, the Conference adopted the

fOllowing agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation

3. Election of officers

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

5. Formal open~ng of the meeting

6. Biennial report of the Executive secretary including an update of

programme performance

7. Critical economic situation in Africa

(a) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 1982-1983



E/ECA/Ccl.lO/38/L,1
Page 4

(b) Report on the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United

Nations on the economic and social crisis in Africa, \lith

particular reference to the current emergency situation in

Africa including medium- and lone-term development issues

(c) Critical situation of food and agriculture in Africa

(d) Intensive study to ascertain the cause(s) of the discrepancy

between the increasing resource allocation to food and agriculture

and the declining perfo.rmance of the sector 1/

(e) The Scientific Roundtable on tQe Climatic Situation and Drought

in Africa 2/

(0 Report of the 3.egional lIeeting on !'Jatural Disaster Prevention

and Preparedness in Africa

(g) Africa's external debt and its impact on the current economic

crisis

8. Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of

Lagos in solving Africa's critical econo~ic crisis: report and

recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the l1hole

on selected matters:

I. United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

(i) Second Phase Programme, 1984-1933

(ii) Curope-Africa Permanent Link through the straits of GibraU,.r

(iii) Report of the fourth meeting of the Conference of African

Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning

II. United Nations Industrial Development Decade for Africa - report of

the seventh meeting of the Conference of African lIinisters of Industry

III. The speci~l problems of African least developed countries: report of the

fourth meeting of the Conference of Einisters of the African Least

Developed Countries

1/ Report prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) of 2 i1ay 1983.

2/ . Report prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983.

• •
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IV. Regional review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation

,of the Vi(mna Programme of Action on C:cience and Technology for Develop­

ment in Africa

, '.

V.

VI.

Vll.

Perspective studies on the livestock sector l/

Establishment of an African honetary Fun'", 4/

Contributions of ECA-sponsored regional and subregional institutions

to African development

(a) ProceedL,gs and recommendations of the fourth Conference of

Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored regional and subregional

institutions

•

(h) Consolidated biennial report on the activities, 1982-1983, and

the program!'!e of work and priorities, 1984-1985, of ECA-sponsored

regional and subregional i~stitutions 5/

VIII. Evaluation and harmonization of the activities of the African multi­

national institutions sponsored by ECA and OAD: report of the Ad Hoc

Committee prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 477 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983

IX. Reports of the annual sessions of the 11lJLPOCs

X. Reports of the SUbsidiary bodies of the Commission

(a) Third session of the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers

(b) Second meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee

on Human Settlements and Environment

(c) Fifth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for the Integration of Homen in Development

3/ Progress report prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 463 (XVIII) of

2 hay 1983.

4/ Progress report prepared pursuant to ECA resolution 467 (XVIII) of

2 Hay 1933.

5/ Prepcred pursuant to ECA resolution 451 (XVII) of 30 April 1982.
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(d) Second meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts

for Science and Technology Development

(e) Report of the Rtgional Heetir:g on the International Youth Year

(0 Report of the African r.egional Preparatory Heeting for the

Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and

the Treatment of Offenders

XI. Proposed updating of, and revision to, the ,'iedium-term Plan, 1984-1989

XII. Uorld Population Plan of Action

::111. Other resolutions of the Con~ission and resolutions and decisions

adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular

sess~on of 1983 and by the General Assenilily at its thirty-eighth

session in the economic and social sectors that are of interest to

Africa

(a) Follow-up action on other relevant resolutions adopted at

the eighteenth session of the commi.ssion and ninth meeting

of the Conference of Ministers

(b) Resolutions anG decisions !!dorte:! by the Economic and Social

Council at its second regular session of 1983 and by the

General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session in the econotijic

and social sectors that are of interest to Africa

XIV. The United Nations Trust Fund for African Development

Progress report on the Utilization oj: Pledges for 1982 and 1983

9. ECOSOC's request to its subsidiary bodies that currently meet on an

annual basis to consider adopting, on an experimental basis, a

biennial cycle of meetings and to report in 1984

10. Other business

11. Date and venue of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers

and the sixth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

12. Consideration and adoption of proposals and the report of the meeting

13. Closure of the meeting.

••
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C. Accounts of proceedings

Ooening addresses

11. In opening the meetinR, H.E. Comrane Adnis Te~la, r'ember of the PMAC

Standing Co~n.ittee, ~eputy Chairrna~ of the National Revolutionary Development

Campai!,n ane' Central Planning Supreme Council and "em1Jer of the Executive

Committee of the COPWE, welcomed narticipants on hehalf of the Government and

peoole of Socialist Ethiopia and on his m.rn b~half. He extended to all a ~larm

welcome to Addis Ababa.

12. He recalled that hardly a year had elansed since they had celebrated the

25th Anniversary of the establishment of the Economic Commission for Africa and

had adopted the Declaration of Arl~is Ababa on the deteriorating ,economic and

social situation of Africa. The Conference of "inisters had at the present

session to grapDle with the current problems of Africa and to make feasihle

recommendations for consideration by the Economic and Social Council at its

second regular session of 1984, by Governments and by the international

community as a ','hole.

13. Fhile the 1,,6'18 had been for m.a.ny Af-,:l.c"ms the decade when freedom and

political independence ~~re acquiree', it became manifest in the 1970s that

economic relations between African economi~s and those of developed countries

were unjust and inequitable. The general consequences were sluggish growth

and increased derendence on the outside worl~, not only for capital and

manufactured goods but also for food. The 19ROs were not encouraging, either,

and unless more vigorous efforts were !tade such deoendence ,mul,; continue •

14. The most urRent l'roblem facine: Africa "as the unpreced/;'nted fOOG crisis.

Twenty years ago Africa was self-sufficient in food. Food, and agricultural

production generally, had since declined, while population growth had continued.

The 7,ao bet"een sunply of, ann. de'1land for, food hac! uidened. Commercial imports

and meagre aid from outside the re~ion through food orogrammes could not cover
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the deficits. T"e continuous rlecline in, the prices of ,',frican export commodities.

while the price levels of industrial imports rose st~adily, had affected adversely

not only long-terre development projects hut also short-term recovery programmes.

Agriculture, the largest and most important sector of the African economies,

could not be exoanded because the deteriorating terms of trade had resulted in

short-falls in investment inputs.

15. The only durable solution to that oerennial problem would be an improvement

in the terms of trade of African <',eveloping countries - in practice, in export

prices of commodities. In soite of the Integrated Programme for Commodities,

that had not occurred. African countries had t~erefore to press the developed

countries for imorovements in the way international markets operated.

16. A,seoaratethough related factor that crippled African economies was the

debt burden, "hose servicing had been estimated to absorb 22 per cent of

export income in 1()~13. Debt relief measures should be taken by the international

community. It was no less urgent to deal ,nth and overcome the present food

crisis in Africa.

17. The Secretary-General of the United !lations Iv,,] taken the initiative to

contain the catastr01,ohe by establishing a special ~roup to deal with the crisis

and had appointee the Executive Secretary of tice Economic Commission for Africa

as his special representative in that connection. T'e expressed the hope that

the group would be ahle to monitor the food situation and ensure the mobilization

of the life-saving resources required.

13. Such short-term measures ~ust be complementary to medium- and long-term

measures.' ECA, in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity (OAU) ,

had made efforts ,·nth a vie'" to iml'lementinr the measureS prescribed by the

Lagos Strategy, including the programmes of the United Nations Transport and

Communications Decade in A~rica and the Industrial Development Decade for Africa.

The various African subgrouoinqs should be encoura8ed to pool their resources

to accelerate the pece of industrialization.

•

,'.
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19. f.'eferrinp: to his cour..try' s ex-gerl~nce s:LLce t~.'.c Upsu'i:"ge of the revolution

of February 197/" he sacUl that since f)cto"er ] 971 six consecutive annual clans

had been launched, in oreer to increase arr1.cu1tural aN' industrial production.

The Government of SccisJist Fthiori3 would shortly co~plete a Ten-Year Perspective

Plan which ai~ed at the structural transformatio~ of the economy, to enhance

material c0nr..:f.tions, and 8J20 at raisinn- t'le c.1Jt:lrnl level of ti1e ?eople.

20. The Secretary-General, tn a messare read on his behe.lf by the Director­

General for Development an~ International Economic Co-operation, noted that the

tenth meetini' of the Conference of r'ini~ters of ECA was taking ~lace at a

narticu1ar1y difficult moment. The situ,tion in Africa was, without doubt, an

energency reouiring t~:e support of the international cOmIllunity. Eatural. calamities

such as drouo.ht had ""ced to the severe impact of a sharp drop in prices for most

primary commodities, hii'her interest rates and stagnatin~ official development

assistance receipts, ,·,hich tlop:ether hal'. led to ,? la"ge increase in I,frica' s

external debt. Impo!"ts of essential. cOMnodities and investment programmes had

had to be seriously re:luced. As a result, a larre number of Africans 'lere suffering

from acute shorts['es of food, ,'rinking uater and hasic. meG.ical care. A1Rost half

the pOj1ulation of the continent V'tS threatened by fa",ine, '\laln"trition and

epidem!cs. Indeed, sinee the adoptioD of the Lap-os PIa.", of Action and the Final

Act of ..JJ9I1,CS, the chief question confronting ,"any ,"£rican eountries had not been

one of r-1evel.Op1!llf.'_nt, but of survivaL.

?1. Other countrie~ were becominr increaeingly ~l~are of the need for an effective

international response to crisis, as the c1ecision by ti,e Economic and Social

Council to hold a Sl(':'3tantlve d€1:at::~ on Afr~_ci?l' [', criticcl s~.tuation confirmed •

It was to be hopei! t]'ct the ne>: political spareness 1Jollld help to bring to an end

the stagnation ir.. ait! flol 1S "to t\fric:1 ar..d pro:r.ote ;,710Ve!!\ent in the nef':'otiations

on rel'lenishino the resources of the International Development Assoeiation.
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22. It was essential hou-ever, for. African rccverrr.l13~.ts to tal;:.p. the lead in

definini'. ",hat t1->e7 nee1 am!. "hat action at the national and international

levels \\roul,~ alleviate t~,eir d1.fficu.ltief.'. The causes of their present

difficulties r.ad to 'Je clei'rl.y identifier'. 'J~i1e t"e food emerr'ency ",irht

lea.st de~le10net', al£o ~ ace":!, ro.edium- 8.rn lo!1g-te.rl':l s trn-: tut' a1 problems. The

causes of' Afr1ca t s situation illi~ht, in fact, l-,e '!Cit'j.2(' enough to require a

countr-hy-country gsse~snent.

23. The. Secretary-General palo' tribute to the nany Afric'ln leaders "ho had

recopnized the neec, to change policies t~at had ~roved ineffective. As t.he

La::;osPl.:ln of. \etian anr1 "Pined Ac.t in..:'d.cated, action t'7as ne!:.~rJed on development

nrogra1'1I!les that took full account of human needs ,.,h'cle being pelective in their

priorities. A~ricultnre mURt be given prfority in viet'! of the declining area

under cultivation, 1m- yields and the inadequate techno1o,,:y currently in use;

Driority harl also to be ?ivep to t'--:e r!e'\Teloprnent of hUTI:'-an resources.

2l~. African Gover"1~ents l.:rQul!1 need help, hO\ol!?,Ver ~ in dealing ~rith the present

emergency. Hith t~-3t in vie\f! the Secretca:ry-GenerE,l had taken a series of

steps to increase international aw~rep.ess of the need for a0ditional resources,

",hile the Director-f":enera1. 0:: ,.\0 ~'.ad )-."en dran;'n?· attention to food shortages

in Africa aE~_l, see!~_ip9 support :In dealin~ \}it~... thet:1.. Specifically ~ the Secretary­

Gener..1 had "ppointed the Executive Secrc>tary of ECA his Special Representative on the

crisis an" ,set uTI a smalJ., t:::.mporary office ,in Nairobi t("J assist him. Resident

Preject Co-ordinators had 'be.en instructed to ct?nsult l'..:':ri-:.an Govermnents,

hilateral, multilateral Qn,~ 1J.on-:overnmenttll arf?anizations on 'Hays of making

the international com~unity's efforts more nroductive. He stressed that such

efforts should be devoted to th~ 1.murovement of existing mechanisms, funds an~

programmes. Action hy t'le Unitec1. Pations system could not substitute for

financial support ani~ technical co-o~er3tion from other sources.

•
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25. Despite some enoouraging signs, individual efforts by Afrioan oountries

and the international oommunity had not been suffioient: a oonoerted effort

waS needed. He would oontirr~e his efforts to mobilize the neoessary resouroes

for Afrioa and vlOuld take further aotion as neoessary. he oalled upon the

Oonferenoe to define a oourse of aotion that wus likely to improve the

prospects of international economic co-op~ratione

26. 'fhe Seoreta.ry-General ad interil:l of the Organization of Afrioan Unity-.
said it was now an 8stablishGd tradition tnat the annual sessions of the

Oommission were olosely followed'oy meetint;s of thE) Counoil of Ministers and

the Assembly of Heads of States and Governmen-t of OAU. By that arrangement,

the Oommission prwvided invo.luaple inputs to the vJOrk of the lieu-ds of State

and Government. 'l'he ourrent session vlould_ en",b18 the latter, at -their next

meeting, to oonsider the serious eoonoliJio difficulties and unpreoedented

hardships that faced the AfriC8.Il regioL in the light of all the available

options.

27. The adoption of the Lagos Plrn, of Action 8,l1d cf the Final Act of Lagos

demonstrated theoommitment to eoonomic developuent of A:frioan Heads of State

and Government. Afrioa~ s capacity to irnpler.1Gnt the Plan and the Act has un­

fortunately been greatly jeopardized by the drastic fall in foreign exohange

earnings and oonsequent shortag:-.;s in imported industrial raw mo..terials and spar:-8

parts, by the rising oost of energy imports, by the severe liquidity squeeze

and by mountiing deb-b ourdens. '.Co those '::Ldverse i'actors has been added devastatj.on

by netural calamities such as floods, oyolorl8s and, above ell, a prolonged

drought that had caused acute food shortag8f:::. rrho unpreoedented oom-bination of

natural and man~"ade faotors, ooupled with the rapid growth in population, had

oreated a crisis that called for urgent attention.

28. Africa's population 11&S growing cmnually by .about 2.7 pel' oent, its food

production by 1.7 per cent. The widerJU'b food gap was such that millions of p~ople

living in the majority of O-"U member S-tJ-tes faoed hunger and malnutrition, if nct

starvation. OAUbelieved that the food strategy outlined in the first ohapter

of the Lagcs Plan of Action \'laS still the ans\mr to the basic food problem.

Priority aotion srlOuld. be directed to reducing food \'las-&e, attaining fccd seourity

ond increasing and diversifying food productioYJ.6
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29. The proclamation of the IndustriJ,1 Development Deoe.de for Afrioa (IDDA)

reoognized the importanoe and pervasive impaot of the industrial sector on

all other sectors of the "economy. Consiuer"ble efforts r,ad already been made

to prepare the ground for action during tl18 implementation phase of the IDDA

programme, due to begin in "19GS, Core industrial projoots and support projeots

has been identified and it Was in~erative that the necessary resouroes should

be oommitted for their effective implemeLtation.

30. OAU felt that the excessive reli~1ce by the ~ajority of Afrioan oountries

on imported energy Hould seriously' affect the implement ation of the Lagos Plan

of Acticn. It Has indeed a paradox that such a situation existed in a region

endowed with virtually all knovlll energy resources. The diverse issues involved

in attaining energy self-suffioienoy would be addressed by the proposed African

energy oommission, for >lhioh the preparatory Hork by OAU in oo-operation with

ECA and UNDP had already started.

31. Important steps had been taken towards the realization of the proposed

Afrioan economio oOmlllU{lity - the ultimate objeotive of r8gional integration in

Afrioa. It VIaS time to oonsid8r the eS"CablishilKlnt of a oonsultative forum

where subregional eoonomic integration bTouping8 oould examine oolleotively

the issues involved, inoluding programme oo-ordination and harmonization.

32. Ifhe efforts made to imp10nJcnt the fi.r;.;i~ lJll.&.S8 of the pro~;ra.mme of the United

Nations Transport and GOITull1mications Decade in Jurica (m'JTACDA) lJere commendable.

However, difficulties hadb08H encountereCl. in. iiilplemen,ting the feasibility study

on a proposed .d.:fric an. regional satellite con~mlJ.0.ication system, largely beoause

some organizations had regrettably prooeeded 011 a lmilaterla basis, contrary to

the direotives of the Conference of lhnistcrs of Tram;port and Communications,

whioh was the legislative body for UN'J:liCDA. '.0he nEed to have a oontrolled and

integrated syste", had, t'18refore, to be re""0mph2.s,ized.

33. In oonclusion, he reminded tne Conferenoe that the DAD Council "of Ministers

had welooliled the initiative of the United :iations Seoretary-General on the

economic c"risis in ilfrica. He had no doubt that the reoommendationsof the

Conference would address that situation and tho need for Afrioa, by oollective

effort, to move tOl'/ards aohieving its development objeotives.

.."
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AgTiculture OrganizJ.ticn of the United. NJotiond regretted. that he Gould not

persol1a.lly pJ.I'ticilJEl,te in thu LiC:I~,tini> He indicated. thi:1t the food crisis in

Africa remained the major preoccupo..tio.f.l of Eic:"j or f OT1J.i"Jl of JU'ricEcll leaders

.. despite th8 effor-ts of all Vlhe "acl '~riecl to promote food. Clnd. '"s-rioultur",l

dovelopmeut o

35. In oertain quartor's: th0:r'El ';/as p8ssili,isi:' about the possibility that Jurioa

could be releiJ,sGcl.. from th2 (:,Tip of chrQ::1ic food 81~lortc.!'ges and .d.fx'ican Governments

Here incT(,;8,singly Dlc.:;'od for t~10 situ,:ttion" His Organization did not share that

pessimism. It \las oonvinoed that ,lfrioD, oould feud itself acleq=tely and that

Governments -tlould te::k:e tho neoiJssa;..""'y measuros, gi~J"8n the il1J.ispeus2",ble

intern2.tional economic setting that favou.rcd such aotiol1l1t

36. ,j~d.fjlittedlJ"', l.-;illions vicre hur.:.~;ry ,:;":'lQ [;'2n:.1 mor c,) l!lC;,lnou.rishec.L in iifrica.

111oreover t the nu.mb8r~') affected hc:.d increased. durint; reCQnt y'e=.rsQ J.il,iiO wCt,S

sustained by th'j conviotion th~t ilillJensely tr::.gic situc::,tiol1 could Q.l1.d must be

alteredt'l Afr~0a had the h\lfnm'j, 8,.,rHl natu.:rGJ. re~;our083 to illCrE::0,~38 food production

and ,the technolog'J \','8-8 lcw:'gDly u.vo.,ilablc.. JI'he ..'lfri(.~an food cri2is had attained

slich intensit;y, hOvi8V8I'~ bCCO'u8~: of dcep-s,;i;1tocl difficultir::G.

on hON to to.okle thc:~ fUlluGJEc:ntal :U,;~:8UC::; ~:..ncl-co dc~::ig::l [,'..nd <1{TCe on c0-0p8:t'ativ8

action~ 'Th-2 support of Ij~":1.0 \-laG~ of' COUl"SC f <:;.-t the;. clispo2al of tilQ Conference of

sooial polioios that directly affeoted food. produotion. Resouroes allooation,

involved po,licies es::..:;enti;;,lly d0.,tcrmL."1cd by ~l.2,tiOIlo..l gov8rnmunte, vIhich Gould

d.E::cisivc:ly affect food f,roduetio:(10 He expressed -[.}~i:~ opi::J.ion t.nat the' adjustment

of polici8s to ixwrcaS8 incontive~, to food producorf~ constituted t!l8 essential

eleL10nt of trw ;3clft·~.rcli8.:."1cc; for ,.lhicll th'e 1,:.J.,:;-08 Flo..):]. 'Jf .:i.ction oe.-llcdl,/ It W8..S
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increa3ing'ly evid.ent thC1t -ehe flow of aid \'1Q.3 being made dependent On the adoption

of such polioies. He expressed. the hope that poliGies affectinG fanners ~

incentives Iv-ould ue {-iVerl 3. major role in the falloN-up Ci.otion to tile Conference's

rleliberatio:i.1s&

38. ~J.tlile ]11.1.0 activities in Africa were gea.red principally to the prOillOtion.

the attention of the Org"o.niz(;.tion v-IaB neoess8,ril;{ diverted to tl:e IJlassive needs

of entire population;:, that i'a,Geci f[il!iinc anci S-GJ...Tva.:cion i[J, t2-~(: vlake of reourrent

ca.t8.strophes since the late 1960n. Tltlenty-four S·u.b-Saharan Goun.tries, inoluding

most of the COillltries i'iith the lO1;I8st incomer; in t~le retion, 'Here seriously

affected. currel1tl;y~ 1.. joint task force of li'L,O am.1 tile )'lorlci. lilood Pro,ey.ro..rnme

continuouf31y ass88secl ti18 situation a..."lc::. lilonitored developments in the affected

cOlUl-~rie80 In the liQ:..t of its reports, FAO ii-aU. mad.e sev8X'al al?pe.s1.1s since

hay 1903 for international a;-,8is"tc-U1ce to uvert I11a2,S .::;t a.rvat ion.

39. Those 24 countriGs required aoout 3.3 ",illioL ton2 of £'00(, aid. The

rellabilitatlo,,, of food-erop produotion and tllO provisiol'. of aniEial feeds and

Va.CCL18S., toge-ther V'lit~: c.'.ppropriate prepareclness "".:':ld post-emergency UeaSlU'8S,

ocl.lleu for in;rnecliJ.,te and S~lOrt-term Gupplie;:; ~2,ti;1;3.tecl at c-~bont :~100 Dillion.

40. In 1963, tr,e 24 seriously dfeot8d. oountrie:o had reoeiveci. 2[)O,OOO -tons of

food aiG. vo.,lued at 3.bo'L~i;

neserve, appro.x.:ima-081y -0'vKI b,nd half times r...igl1er than tL.e 1982 level. :blood

shipLlen-cs to devslcl:JT:1Cllt l-::,rojects iLl cou.ntries ,j.;;;::.;i::;ted OJ 'i~I1P \'i:::.i,S projected at

267,°00 tons L·l. 19(34 CO:oli)c.J'ed -to all 8stimatecl 25::1-':t000 tOiLS in 1983. Bl'i1ergency

aid: lIIorth nearly ~'L+ jjlillion, iE the form of various supplies a.'1d equipment, had

been provided to ·12 of'· tL(')SC oow:.tries. ::.L~Y.;j:t ;:'UFl n:.....:.cludecl tllC u[,;u3.1 agricultural

inputs supplied llildGr PAO' S "orEtal development projeots anli speoial action, '

programmes, <:i.S 1:·;ell ~s Q(dergency rehc.Jilit6.t'ion as;;ista.r-..ce lli1.cler lllAOI ':.: ~rec:r.U1.ical

Co-operation Progre.rillne uhGn not channelled througll the OfficE; for Special Relief

Opera.-tions, "dortl, ;liOrG than .~~5 l"illion. II-lie rGSCl',J.I'ces of FAO could. rllake only a.

modest contribution in relation to the L1agnitucle of the lJrobler;:: hence his

peI'[3istent appeaJ.s to t::e r8st of the int.erno.:tioI1,,,,,1 COL1LilUlity, especially the

bilateral donors r '.In.OGe :response had been GOll1Lle::::.uable.
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41. He referred to the current initiative of the United nations Secretarv­

General to highlight the economic and social plight of Africa and to mobilize

assistance for it. relief. The Secretary-General's initiative caul" be a most

helpful supplement ano complement to the FAO activities he had described and

was receiving full colaboration from FAO. As the Secretary-General had already

indicated, however, every care should be taken to make full allowance for the

respective areas of cornnetence of the agencies involved, in order to avoid

duplication an~ the creation of unnecessary hureaucratic structures anrl burdens.

42. In conclusion, he referred to the cordial and fruitful co-operation that

had lonq existed between FAO and EC~ and the effective functioning of the

ECA/FAO Agriculture Division.

43. The Executive Secretary thanked the Gove~nment of Ethiopia for its

hospitality and support to the Economic Commission for Africa. He expressed

gratitude to Comrade Addis TedlJ' for his inspiring sta.tement t:'..nd his

sincere appreciation to the Secretary-General, the Director-General of the

Food an0 Agriculture Organization of the United Na=ions and the Secretary­

General ad interim of the Organization of African Un:ty for their messages.

He welcomed the presence at the meeting of the Director-General for Development

and International Co-oneration of the United !"atione.

44. The Executive Secretary recalled that when the Conference of Ministers met

in 1983 to celebrate the Silver J'lbilee of t!le Commission, " searching review

of past p~rformance anc future prospects had been ~ade. The Addis Ababa

Declaration, made in, commemoration of the occasion, contained the overall

assessment. It expressed concern 0bout the devastating crisis afflicting the

continent~ chronic food deficits, pernicious orouqht, natural disasters, the

high costs of imports, esnecially of manufactured croods, capital goods and

energy~the deterioration in the terms of trade, chronic balance-of-payments

deficits, mountina external debts and problems of economic manaqernent.

45. The economic ana social crisis had meam'hile grown worse. Drouc<ht had

become ubiquitous: at least 34 African countries were currently' affected,
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compar.ed to only ei?ht countries in the ~arl~' lS70s. ~oreover. even those

countries that were free from the scourqe of drouqht suf~ered from other

natural disasters, such as cyclones, earthauakes and Severe flooding. The

unfavourable climatic cO!1ditions had resulted in :3eriou3 food scarcity,

malnutrition, disease, farr,ine, loss of human lives, ~epletion of livestock,

a degraded environment, iri'b:'llances in and der'>letion ')f ~;lat/~:r resources,

aqqravation of eD101o'',rment probleITw, in fact, increased ooverty and human

suffering. The harsh consequences of the drouqht had been further aggravated

hy a greater <.~.isruDtion in the balance between human and livestock populations

andnhvsical resources. Fp stresseo that the m~jority of the countries

directlv affe..:ted by the drouqht were the least develoned countries, which

were the worst equippec to deal with the mounting econoMic prohlerns. Fe

informed the meeting that, in compliance with EC~ resolution 473 (XVIII),

the secretariat had organized the Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation

and Drouqht. in i'.frica in co-o~era ion with other Unit8c t1ations bodies and

agencies, in particul",r the Un,ited Nations Fnvironment Proqramrne,the United

Nations Sudano-Sahelian Offic~,the United Nations Fducationnl, Scientific

and Culturill Organi,zation and ,the y·Jorld Heteoroloqical Organization,

as well as the OAD. The renort of the Roundtable was before the meeting.

46. The Executive Secretary stressed the aggravation of ~frica!s crisis

b~r the un:1:"Etvourable international economic envirornrent. The irn?act of ,,'orld-

~ide recession on the Afri~an economy, narticularly on its external trade,

Du'blic revenues . LaJ.n_nce·-of·~flaY'f'1.:::ntsln6 e:Ytf'rn·~l ir.ce:r.t·::dnGss, ~!as devastat-

ing. Th~ collapse of comnodity prices, high interest rates and fluctuating

exchange rates, and the stagnation of official development assistance in real

terms had combined to make it more difficult for Africa to contain some of

the conSequences of the drought. Given the very high dependence of African

countries on other econoP.\l·es, the prevailing internat ional economic environ·-

!n,ent had become probleI"L nUlT',ber t\'TO, after drought and ('esertification. The

lesson that had ~e~n learnt was that a dependent develonment would lead

Africa f!owhere.

•

. -.
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47. The fact that the majority of the world1s least developed countries

Were in .~frica ert"phnsized ho~q underdeveloned the continent ·,,1.&.s. Of: the 24

cQuntriGs de~endent on fooe aid, 16 ~er~_ amonc the least develo~ed, which

meant tl;1at tP;2 ~,mr r,eain8t.:.1oveJ':'t/, jj.seaE38 an(~' ':')'1 (\1 nut: ri tion wc.s 7\frica IS

number three challenqe. l\frica' s task # he continued, was thf':reforc three­

fold to master the phy';ical ane; cli!"~aticenvironMent; to devl:,loo countervail-

ing forces aaainst a hcstile extern~l econo~ic environment and re~uce the

reqion l s external econor'l.ic denenc1ence and vulnerability; and, finally, to

cont inue the struggl::c for economic decolonization and the foundation for

self-sustaining growth and developI"'1.ent.

48. The immediate task, however, was to combat the pn.-... sent eMerqencv and

lav thE2! basis for econorric recoverY in the short~'· and medium-tell" as a

prelude to thi 'rigorous impleMentation of the Lagos Plan of Actior, and Final

Act of Lagos. That "'''s the eSSence of the initiativ<l which the Secretary­

General of the United Nations had taken in order to focus the attention of the

international community on ~fricals ~liqht ano to heighten its awareness, as

well as that of bilateral an~ multil~teral 0onors, of ~fr.ica's crisis. The

Executive Secretary inforr.\ed the meeting that t.h~ United Hations Secretary':'

General's renort to the Economic and Social Council entitled "The critical social

and economic si tU0tion in A,fric':ll! (E/198,'t/6rf, "rhich was ~er6re th~" conferehce

had been extensively discussed ry tl1e Technic~J'P'rcnnrato"ry CoMmittee of 'the

Y"!hole. '£he Cornndssion, h() was sure, \-ras very "n]~~J~sed aha -~ost grateful that the

chief adID,inistrative ~.-)ff.i(;er of trEe" TJ:niterl rr·Jtions h2:lc~jiven anc; continuf':d

to give so much personal attention to Africa's economic nrohlems. He WoS

encoura~ed by th~ grovdnq int(.~rnAti.onal response to the Un::\. ten Nztions

Secretary··General t s initiati.ve. Some donor count;~ies had -:ilready announced

their intention to provide additional assistance to Tlfrica. Intex"national

financial institutions, such as the viorld E 'nJr, .'xnc non-qoverrmental

organizations were intensifying their efforts.
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49. Since the. Economic and Social Council had deGided to mak~ the African crisis

the priority item for discussion -,t its 8'ccond regular session of 198~ and the 40th

session of the 07:.u Council of Liinisters had invited the EC1\ Conference of ~'linisters

to draw up specific re~o~~endations, the Preparatory Committee of the ~iliole had

drafted a "Special memorandu.'ll on !'l.frica I s economic and social crisis" to represent

the collecti 9..re Africa.n vie',V" of the nature and causes of the crisis and of the

measures which !'-l.frican Government3, individually and collectively, and the

international community needed to take as a matter of urgency and in the short,

medium and long term. The memorandum had four most important features. First,

it shared the Secretary-General's perception that the solution to the crisis was
far beyond the capacity of African countries acting in isolation. Second, it

recognized that the fundamental issue at strtke was that of survival, thus

necessitating the most urgent international response. Third, it established a

clear link between the emergency situation, the shor~and medium-term measures

for economic recovery and structural adjustment. Finally, the ~ernorandum offered

specific proposals as to how African Governments might contribute to putting the

region back on the path of growth, development and modernization.

50. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary appealed to Governments to mobilize

their energies for the task of convincing, the international co~munity of the urgency

of Africa's situation, of what needed to be done ,and .of their determination to obtain

resultsa He called upon tho countries to send ropresentatives to Geneva for the

Economic and Social Council session, to New York for the thirty-ninth session of the

GAneral .i\Gsembly anJ .. if ne€(::i be, to the major capitals of the worlcl, with the

aim of persuading the region's partners in development of the urgency and necessity

of a positive response. Finally, he expressea the hope that the international

community'·s response would be positive, magnanimous and speedy.

51. In the absence of the outgoing Chairman, Comrade Mersie Ejigu, Head of

General Planning of the National Revolutionary Dev,=lopment Campaign and the Central

Planning Supreme Council with the rank of Ilinister, Alternate i'lem.ber of the Central

Committee of cop~n, said that the Conference must assess progress in the implementa­

tion of the resolutions it had adopted one year previously in connection with the

Addis .~aba Declaration which it had also adopted at the same time.
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52. Its assessment had to be made against the backdrop of a very severe

economic and social crisis in Africa.

53. He appreciated the efforts made by the secretariat to promote socio­

economic development in Africa and the international community's interest in the

crisis; he was gratified that the Economic and social Council was taking Africa's

economic crisis seriously and had made it a priority topic for discussion during

its second regular session of 1984. He welcomed efforts by African States to

tackle the crisis themselves, and paid homage to all the United Nations agencies

for their efforts in furtherance of the Lagos Plan of Action.

54. The drought affecting the continent should not be considered in isolation,

but rather in relation to its effects on socio-economic development. There was

a definite relationship between poverty and desertification; the growth of industry

and technology in Africa could playa key role in drought control.

55. It was therefore distressing to note that developed countries were taking

very little interest in the Industrial Development Decade for Africa and had not

provided any financial or technical support for it.

56. ECA, on the other hand, had organized meeting3 on the causes of drought and

the success African countries had had in carrying out the Vienna Programme of

Action on Science and Technology for Development. It had studied the disparity

between growing investment and dwindling output in the agricultural sector in

Africa, and reviewed progress in the implementation of the Substantial New Programme

of Action for the Least Developed Countries. He invited participants to read the

report of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the vfuole, which gave more

information on ECA's activities since the ninth meeting of the Conference of

Ministers.

57. He concluded by stating that A,fricans themselves had the primary responsi­

bility for overcoming Africa's crisis.
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58. The Minister of Planning of Mali proposed, on behalf of all the participants,

a motion of thanks to the host country in which he expressed gratitude to H.E.

Comrade Mengistu Haile ~ariam, Chairman of P~1AC and of COPWE and Commander-in­

Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, as well as to the

Government and people of Ethiopia, for the warm welco~e and hospitality accorded

to the delegations since their arrival in Addis Ababa.

59. He expressed his appreciation to Comrade Addis Tedla, Member of the PY~C

Standing committee, Deputy Chairman of the National Revolutionary Development

Campaign and of the Supreme Council for Central Planning and Hember of the

Executive Committee of COPWE, for his incisive analysis of Africa's critical

economic situation.

60. He also thanked the Secretary-General for his message, which confirmed his

interest in the crisis currently affecting the African continent, and 'for having

drawn the attention of the international cOlmnunity to that crisis.

61. He thanked the Secretary-General ~~_!~~~!~~ of the Organization of African

Unity, the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the

United ~ations and the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa

for the thought-provoking statements they had made.

62. In conclusion, arid on behalf of all the particip~lts, he wished OAU a happy

twenty-first anniversary a

General debate

6. Biennial report of the Executive Secretary including an update of
e~~2~~~~=E£~f~~~~~£~-a-t~~-6i~-----------------------------------

7. Critical economic situation in Africa (item 7);
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63. The representat.i..ve of ::"lgeria said that i:he prevailing crisis was as much

the result of artificial as natu.,,?l causes. Donors should not make the aid

they provided subject to conditions that substantially delayed project funding.

64. During the current decade his country "'as seeking to foster greater industrial

integration and to organize and stimulate small businesses, so as to decentralize

and enrich its industrial fabric. The priority given to the modernization and

mechanization C'>f the agricultural sector had dictated o. number of the courses

followed in the industrial domain.

65. As one of the original sponsors of EClI resolution 477 (XVIII), his delegation

believed that the Ad Hoc Committee created thereby should continue its efforts

to inventory' the act1vities; financial and personnel rqquirements of the

various multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU so that those found

to be serving a useful purpose could be strengthened: On the other hand, the

~~_~C2£ Committee should not hesitate t.o propose the dissolution of institutions

where appropriate.

66. It was regrettahle tha.t a nlJ.J.--nber of lu?:'g8 ::'yr:'()ject~ supportQd ,t.y his country

were not being properly run. In the case of the pan,,·;\rrican Dev1310prnent Informa­

tion System) for example, several organizational and technological decisions had

been taken wi'thout conSUlting ]\,frican experts. Ths eli.':ribility of projects for

inclusion in the second phase of the Transport Decade also deserved attention:

in addition t.o receiri::lSi -tIle bacJ-:ing of at least t~",T() of the countries they

affected, projects ought to be in keeping with the interests of the continent

and not further the purely political ends of any given State. Unfortunately

several projects, including those mentioned in document E/ECA/C~.lO/22, paragraph

138, 143 and 145, in ECA/UNTACDA resolution 34/28, 84/34 and S4/36, and Annex I

to document E/ECA/CM.IO/18 under the headings ROP-31-00l, R02-31-004, ROP-3l-007,

ROP-3l-008 and RI"P-'Ol-OOl, did not obey that rule. The projects in question were

almost exclusively concerned with transport links between the towns in a country

not represented at the Conference: Western Sahara.



E/ECA/CM.IO/38/L,l
Page 22

67. A Conference seeking solutions to the severe crisis gripping the Afriaan

continent was not the right setting' in \~hich to try, surreptitiously, to promote

an idea on which the Uni":::ed . "ations and 07\U ha.d taken a clear stand. His

delegatio~'1 \olas not af:/:-aid to discuss the hlatter ~ bLlt thdt ",as not the time or

place.

68. Simple logic dictated that his delegation should not, on an incidental ~nner

take a position at variance with that of its, Head of State. It therefore declared

all the documents in question outside the scope of the Conference's present

deliberations and, thus, inadmissible.

69. The eco~omic crisis in Africa was partly t~e result of deadlock in the

North/South talks, where the leading developed countries had recently been taking

a harder line towards the third world. In the circumstances, he welcomed the

Secretary-General's initiative in de'loting particUlar attention to the drastic

consequences of the drought; he likewise paid tribute to ,the Executive Secretary

of ECA for his constant efforts to 3dvance the ~ause of Africa.

70. The representative of Benin said that the Lagos Plan of Action and Final

Act, had not yet become part of the reality of African development. His Govern­

ment had taken concrete steps to imple~ent it, as the development strategy in

its second five-year plan (1983-1987) :Jore ;;itiless. Self'''sustaining growth

involved the progressive expansion of production capacity, ~he integration of

SUbregional econoDic areas and the accumulation of a surplus for capital

formation.

71. ;Ie invited the coll'lritission to consider the following six proposals ~

(1) Before the next session of the Commission 1 the l.frican countries

should formally record their experience,' in implementing the Lagos

Plan of Action and Final J-l..ct;

(2) A ~inisterial Committee to be created, composed of five ministers

of planning and economic development 1 in order to make donor
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countries better aware of the serious problem of restricted liquid

assets made available to Africa and the gravity of the African

crisis. In accomplishing its mission, the Committee should

endeavour to provide donor countries with factual, quantified

information;

(3) A Ministerial Committee to be created, composed of five ministers

of planning and economic development in order to make Heads of

State of the Arab League and of OAU better aware of the urgent

necessity of holding the second Afro-Arab summit;

(4) A summit of Heads of State of OAU to be held, in order to evaluate

the extent to which the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act had

been executed;

(5) A Ministerial Committee to be created, composed of five ministers

of planning and economic development in order to evaluate the extent

to which the numerous resolutions, recommendations and texts of

all kinds adopted at the ECA level during the last five years had

been implemented through concrete actions;

(6) ECA should be responsible for drawing up a timetable for carrying

out the above proposals.

72. The representative of Burundi said that the meeting was being held in

the midst of an unprecedented economic and social crisis, as certain socio­

economic indicators for the continent which he cited amply showed. That

crisis was not due solely to natural causes such as drought but also to

exogenous factors for which wealthy countries and certain international

monetary institutions were responsible.
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73. The international environment had become more hostil,. with the reduction

and politicization of official development assistance. He cited the cases of

UNDP, IDA and UNESCO.

74. He considered that food security implied self-sufficiency, both quantitatively

and qualitatively. As to the energy question, the time had come to follow up

the resolutions on new and renewable sources, especially solar energy, to which

he attached priority. Co-operation between petroleum-producing and other

African countries was urgently required.

75. In order to put a brake on the brain drain from Africa to developed

countries, he proposed that a multi-disciplinary centre for science and

technology should be .created in Africa, endoued with a suitable research

infrastructure and adequate financial resources.

76. Finally, he paid tribute to the Secretary-General and' th~ Executive

Secretary for their efforts to alleviate the suffering of the African peoples.

77. The representative of Chad said that his country, one df the least

devloped in the, world, had suffered not only from disasters of every kind

but also from a, ,terrible war which nm·] reached beyond its national boundaries.

He praised the documents before the Conference for their striking presentation

of the difficulties that countries had had to face. The most recent meeting

of the Conference of ~Iinisters of Least Developed Countries had found that the

promise of the Substantial New Progrannne of Action adopted in 1981 had swiftly

turned into disappointment. The various commitments relating to aid made. by

the developed countries had not been honoured. As a result of the tendency

by donor countries to move from multilateral to bilateral assistance;,~ny,

African multilateral co-operation institutions would soon find themselves.

out of business. Africa, he emphasized, should rely on its own eff9rts

first and use external aid to supplement them. In spite of its meagre

resources his country had made great efforts in all areas, agriculture and

rural development in particular, where the first priority was to become self­

sufficient in cotton. It would then turn its attention to food, and already

had several projects in progress in that area. He applauded the Executive
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Secretary's decision to send a multidisciplinary mission to the country and

hoped'that the mission's findings would soon be translated into facts. Only

a third of the priority programme for 1982-1985 submitted to the International

Conference on Assistance to Chad had been carried out by the end of 1983;

he hoped that increased support would be forthcoming so that positive results

could be reported to the Roundtable scheduled for 1985.

78. Each African State had to depend on its own efforts for survival. Chad

also needed peace. In closing, he called for concerted efforts to bring

about national reconciliation in Chad.

79. The representative of Zgypt highlighted the main characteristics of the

economic crisis in Africa, He noted in particular the continuing fall in the

prices of Africa's exports and the impact of drought and desertification on

African countries. He said that the international community had' a special

responsibility to come to Aftica's assistance, yet official development

assistance had drastically fallen and industrialized countries had not adhered

to the commitments they made in the International Development Strategy for the

Third United Nations Development Decade. The solution to the crisis, however

lay primarily in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, in which

regard co-operation and solidarity among African States was all-important.

The President of his country had underlined the need for solidarity in his

message to the current Chairman of the Organization of African Unity on the

occa.sion of the cornraemoration of Africa Day.

80. The representative commended the initiative of the Secretary-General,

including the establishment in Nairobi of the temporary office. Egypt stood

ready to assist sister African countries in containing the crisis. The

Egyptian Fund for Technical Co-operation had concluded agreements with

27 African countries on assistance in agriculture, irrigation and the train­

ing of personnel from those countries. The services of the Remote Sensing

Centre and the School of Technology 1n Egypt \;ere also at the disposal of

drought-affected countries.
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81. He commended the activities of the International Fund for Agricultural

Development (IFAD) which was financing 63 projects in 41 African countries

with a total commi'ment of $600 million. He felt that priority should be

given;to food produqtion and agro-industries. Self-sufficiency in food was

the first step to econOlLic independence. Finally, he commended the high

quality of Arabic translators and interpretation at ECA, emphasizing that

Arabic should be used on the same footing as French and English.

82. The representative of Guinea expressed his regrets that it had not been

possible to hold the current meeting of the Conference in Conakry as planned,

and invited it to hold its eleventh meeting there in 1985.

83. The deterioration in the international economic climate, coupled with

drought and other natural disasters, amounted to an alarming situation.

Thanks "ere therefore due to the Secretary-Genera.l for his initiative in

setting up a special office in Nairobi. The crisis Africa was undergoine

was making it difficult to implement the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act.

Consideration should be given to means of enhancing national capacities for

putting them into effect. For the same reason, African States needed to

abandon their petty nationalistic ambitions and \lork to build a strong,

unified continent. His o'm Government would be willing to renounce part or

all of its sovereignty in the interests of Afric:an economic integration.

84. He told participants of his Government's efforts at national reconstruc­

tion and appealed to several international institutions, ECP. among them, for

help in. assessing the. country's current economic standing. He also called

for additional financial and technical efforts by ~frican Governments and

institutions to support the work of the Africa "-egional Co-ordinating Com­

mittee for the Integration of Women in Development and the 11ULPOCs.

85. In conclusion, he urged all States to participate in the forthcoming

extraordinary meeting of African lainisters of telecommunications on the

proposed African satellite telecommunications system.
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86. After expressing the app~eciation vf his delegation to the Government and

people of Socialist Ethiop~a for their hospitality aud congratulating the members

of the Bureau for their election, the representative of Kenya remarked that the

." crisis in Africa required immcdi~te, concerted action. Food and agriculture needed

special consideration: mast c('uutries had b8come net food importers, and some

had to rely on food aid, but at the same time the uajority were not exploiting

their agricultural potential. All African countries, with assistance from the

international community, neede~ to exploit the continent's potential to produce

food. Since annual rainfall throughout Africa was 1m, and unreliable, planners

needed, to be aware of weather patterns and pay more attention to meteorogical

services. He emphasized that tie time had come for planners to make consideration

to extremes in weather as oppos,,(1 to trying to bend the weather to our needs.

87. His Government was 1'o:lo."i:1g a food policy strate",y that aimed at attaining

food self-sufficiency. Food storage facilities and an efficient distribution net­

work had been established, to r"duce food wastage. Research was being conducted

into crops that could be adapted to 10'" rainfall.

88. His Government was pleased to be able to host the temporary office of the

Secretary-General's Special Rep',.escnta<cive on .".frica' s ECuno"ic Crisis. He assured

the Special Representative and :epresentatives of the organizations working with him

that his Government would rencer all the necessary support to make their work a

success.

89. He stressed the need for Africa to address the ideals of the Lagos Plan of

Action. The very low level of intra-African trade was due in part to the poor

infrastructure and lac1: of irdustrial development prevalent in Africa, which was

why the development of trans\,c,rt and communications and industry was given such

prominence in the Lagos Plan of Action. Ilis own country had already established

a Northern Corridor transport system connecting Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi and the

Kenyan part of the Lagos-Mombasa Highway, ~nd other regional road networks were in
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progress. His country was also ready to share its telecommunications network

with its neighbours. Little, however, had been done to integrate the Lagos

Plan of Action into national development pL3ns. He hoped that arrangements

could be made for the Dore effective i"lplementation of that Plan and the Final

Act of Lagos.

90. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya opened his intervention by

conveying to African countries the fraternal greetinp:s and good lVishes of the

Government and people of his country on the occasion of the twenty-first anniversary

of the Organization of African Unity.

91. He observed that there had been a considerable improvement in the Commission's

translation of documents into the Arabic language and expressed the hope that

documents in Arahic would always be available at plenary, committee and subcommittee

meetings.

92. lie entered a plea for strong economic co-operation and integration in Africa.

In that connection and on be~qlf of his Government, he invited the Conference to

hold its 1990 meeting in the Libyaa Arab Japlahiriya, on the occasion of the opening

of the first phase of a canal that ",ould eventu.~lly link Sarir and Tazerbo, in the

south east of the country, to the coast. Such a meetin~ would also afford other

African countries the opportunity to see what successes his own had achieved, in

industrial and water resources development in particular. He stressed the

importance of African cour.tries' calling on other African countries for help before

calling on the international comwunity.

93. He urged the secretariat to conduct more socio·-economic research, stressing

the need to have a clear idea of av~ilable socia-economic structures and material

and human resources in order to draw up short·· ane long-term development plans and

programmes that depended mainly on local funding, and to co-ordinate econonic.

ac·tivities and integrate African economies through regional co-operation
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activities, making due allowance for political considerations. He deplored the

fact that political considerations ou the part of certain countries together

with a shortage of informatidn often obstructed efforts by his country to fund

projects in developing countries. The role of the public sector in industry

and agriculture needed to be expanded. The land tenure system in Africa did not

lend itself to the development of agriculture or efforts to combat drought and

desertification. Farming needed to be mechanized and irrigation should he more

widely us.ed. It was also vital to set up weather stations to study natural

phenomena and to establish food reserves to cope Hith any eventuality.

94. He affirmed his country's conviction that multinational institutions were

needed and tiere important. His country was ready to continue to support them,

although some of them were not functioning effectively. In this connection,

he referred to the Ad Hoc Committee established to look into the evaluation, har­

monization and/or merger of the ecU.vitiec G£ African multinational institutions

sponsored by ECA and OAD and regretted that it had been unable to complete its

work between the ninth and tenth meetin8s of the Conference of Ministers. While

welcoming the efforts "mde by the rIDLPOCs, notably that in Tangiers, he lamented

the poor results that multinational institutions had produced in recent years

and said that unless the situation improved Markedly, hiG country might be

obliged to reconsider its participation.

95. He related his country's progres in integratin7, women into the development

process and emphasized the need for HOlnen's traininr, and employment programmes,

especially in rural 8re&s.

96. Finally, he suggested it would be useful if the meetings of the Conference

of Ministers ware to be held in countries where participants could visit inter­

country projects or national projects of interest to other countries.
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97. The representative of Mali suggested that the Conference should devote

more attention to the economic situation in Africa and the implementation of the

Lagos Plan of Action. In his view the African economic crisis was neither new

nor strange to the international. community: it had been going on for a decade.

In response to an appeal from African countries the international community

had diagnosed the causes. The next task was to administer the remedy. He

therefore welcomed the Secretary-General's recent initiative, recommending

that tl:e programme of action he bad laid should be carried out within the broad

outlines of the Lagos Plan of Action with due regard for the Substantial New

Programme of Action.

98. African countries must work at their own development. His country's

development plan for 1981-1985 emphasized the harnessing of water resources, the

restoration of plant cover and rebuilding of herds, and the improvement of

transport links with other countries, all in connection with the objective of

attaining self-sufficiency in food. Unfortunately endemic drought had put

checks to the Government's efforts. Hith the support of the International

Monetary Fund and the World Bank, the Government had therefore embarked on an

economic recovery programme that would eventually lead to genuine structural

adjustments.

99. He concluded with the suggestion that a resolution should be drafted

calling on the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretary-General

ad interim of GAU, to enJaace the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action

and the Third United Nations Development Decade.

100. The representative of Morocco pointed out that since the last session of

the Commission, the econ9mic and social situation in most African countries

had deteriorated. Even the signs of an economic upturn in the developed

countries had not had the expected beneficial effects on African economies.
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101. The transport sector was the mainspring of development. Accordingly,

the integrated development of transport infrastructure was accorded the

highest importance by his Government, in keeping with the Lagos Plan of Action

and Final Act. A series of road and rail transport projects had been selected

including a principal highway linking Tangiers with Lagos and a railway link

across the desert from the Moroccan network to the future Pan-African railway

system.

102. The purpose of the permanent Europe-Africa link was to build a structure

across the Straits of Gibraltar in order to promote trade between the two

continents. The venture would benefit countries lying along several major

transport routes and would be of particular value to the land-locked countries

in the subregion. Feasibility studies based on comparative costs of land, sea

and air freight for distances of oVer 4,000 km and individual journeys by

passengers of 2,500 km showed that the project was economically viable and could

attract a substantial proportion of the current volume of traffic, while bringing

benefits to 23 separate countries.

103. On the topic of the current crisis, he suggested the dispatch of an

emergency high-level delegation to make donor countries more keenly aware of

the gravity of the situation and the need for immediate action to remedy it.

He called for specificcustoffir. legislation to apply to all non-African imports

other than food, energy products and raw materials. The revenue from such an

"African solidarity levy" would serve to pay for food imported from the dutiable

countries into the If'~st developed countries and those most affected by drought.

In the same spirit, his country had for some years been offering phosphates to

developing countries on preferenti3.1 terms.

104. In conclusion, he reminded the meeting that his country was determined to

work for the creation of a greater >laghreb that would shelter its members from

~ designe in !'lny quarter.
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105, The representative of Nigeria cornm~nd8d the ECA secretariat for the quality

of the papers prepared for the Conference and for the excellence of its work

during the period covered by the Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary.

ECA deserved all the support it needed to continue and intensify its activities.

African Governments should contribute generously to the United Nations Trust Fund

for African Development in order to enable ECA to take ca.e of those crucial

sectors that could not attract s~fficient foreign resources"

106. The establishment of the GAU/ECA inter-secretariat committee had been an

important step in fostering co-operacion and collaboration between the two

organizations. It was hoped that such collaboration would be further strengthened.

107. The critical economic situation in Africa, with low levels of investment,

low overall rates of growth, low levels of foreign reserves~ and mounting external

debt, inflation, unemployment and widenpread food shortages, could only be viewed

with concern, It called for careful analysis and a re-examination of development

strategies. There was, in particular, a need to review agricultural policies

and provide small-scale subsistence farmers with the assistance they required,

At the same time, however, bold stepn Were needed to encourage large-scale

commercial agriculture. Industrial development policies needed to emphasize

local value added, and in the social services area, cost recovery should be the

guiding principle. N0st co·.mtries needed to take steps to reorder their priori ties,

maintain their existin~~, f2.ciliti(-!s~ use standard; functional designs instead of

grandiose ones, mobilize domestic resources, ~lose their trade gaps and rationalize

the operations of public corporations.

103. In general, policies u?r~ T.0re import~nt th3n pr.og~anuncs and projects in the

area of economic recovery. \Yhile macro-economic projections "ould continue to he

necessary to ensure consistency in the availability and use of resources, specific

targets for the domestic production of such crucial commodities as food and drugs

were needed.
.J
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109.. Fi.nal1y, he, aT'plaur:\;~il. the Secretarv-Genera], of f·.he United Nations for focusing

attention on the speeial problems of Africa, The succ~ss of the Secretary-GeneralIs

efforts~ hOHever, 't1Duld l-'e .'iudp,e0 r;hiefl~/ "hy the flo~,!s of '.resources to Africa

they generate!',. It wa.s the international community's slJecial responsibility to

increase such flows.

110. The representativE: of ""anda con~ratulate,l the Or~8n1.zation of African

!Jnit:v an~ t":-e neople of !.£ric.a on the occat'ion of tl~,p 21st t.nniversary of the

Organization an~ t~anked the Government and peoole of Ethiooia for their hospitality

and the excellent facilities they "",1. provided for the "ork of the Conference.

Fe indicated that ','hile he Hou1rl have liked to cteliver a long statenent. the

constraint of tiJ""l.e ':!Ould no t permit.. }tov1ever, he. 'l"·liHheo to suggest that the

!'emorandum on the economic and social crisis in Africa should highlight the

efforts that neede·,' to he made by.' frican countries both individually and

collectively.

111. Th~ representative of Sierra Leone. noten that all the .:-1tatements made

so far had T'lRfnten a pessimisti.c picture of Africa 1B nrospects in t~)e 1980s.

That should not he so. ~,lthoup'h I'.=rican a~ricultural output "as stagnating or

declininr.. and nf'.tura1. disasters had contri.cute<' to the decline, the p,-oblem

vas not Hhol1~T a dor,~est].c one. f'!hile f?: <HaS nrope.r to c':1rect attention to the

responsil\ility of African countries for finrl.i!\8 snlutiotls to t.he continent t S

agr!cultu1:'R 1 crtsig, he urped the internat:~~0nal ("'.otrn1unity not to frustrate African

efforts by payinp 10F nrices for the continent's a?ricultural exnorts. Declining

important, t~ere lJaS a lir'.it to tl-:e .pr:1.C88 ,,;·ihic'h':('!vernments COUl{1 pay far"!'1ers

T·'!hen they the!':'selves f~i(l not receive r.emunerative prices on the world market.

The hu)rers '!'.rho ~'a~: forced cocoa and cof fee rJrices ~1o~,,:'!"'. in the Intter h!l.lf of

the 197Gs ;'.ao, sever"l~' reduce"! 1!est r,frican countries' ability to purchase vital

af'ricultural sUDPli€<s. thus limit!n" their pm'er to cope 'dth their grD'dng

r1ebt-servicin;c prol:lems.
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112. The representative of the Sudan said he took 1Jartic'"lar note of the

Secretary-General f 5 initiative ,,!it~, resJ)ect to the crisis facing Lfrican

cQuqtries an~ pRrticularly the least developed ones. The Sudan would give every

support to the Executive Secretary and t!'_e t(\l'JpOr,!l"i:::'y lnsti,tut:lon~l arran~ements

set up in Pairo"i in t:,St connection.

113. The discnssic'1 il'. the Prel'aratory Committee had painted a bleak picture,

of the drought anr' foo" crisis. The' highly infor.m'itive statement by th"

Secretary-General of the ~orld 1leteorologica1 Organization did not encourage easy

optimism about rani,ny bringing the ordeal of human suffering to an end.

11l~-. We:,:, the. 12.st ':'\"10 decades 9 his country ha'J vitnesserl \;ith anguish the

encroachmentof the ~esert, with its nevastating effect on t~e socio-economic

fibre of thi'. 1.~Cuntr7 and ~n apricultural output. Fe recotnmendec the streamlinin?:

and articulation cf national efforts, ~ith supnort from other African countries

and the international conmunity at 1ar,'.e. He reported that the Sudan had

established an institution some years before under the ausDices of its national

council for research to ~eal with desertific8tion, strea~lining the national

effort anr selectinp; innovative approacl-!es. !Ie declared his country's lJillingness

to share its eXf'ertence ~;lt~ tl~e gro1;iJino; numher of ~trou'2:ht-strickenAfrican

countries.

115. Sufferin.n: in the Sw'an had been cot1'll)ounde.c. by the refupee prohlefl'!.. 1.Javes

of hun&:ry, wretche~ an(~ frightened Africans crossel1 the country's extensive borders,

escarying from severely-stricken to comparatively less stricken areas, which they

soon over-~razef an,;'! mn,-:e harrep-. l:;e re'Ported th.At t.he. I(hnrtoam Declaration on

Desertification ha~ been fo110ve<1 by the Second Fationa1 Economic Conference, held

if! ~"arch lS'J4, uhic.h }~a(·;~ rural rlevelo~ment as a mai~ thetr.E' and e.mphasizec! the

importance of self-reliance and national efforts in economic and social development.

That Conference sa,' foreign assista~ce only as complementary to Gomestic efforts.
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116. He completely enc10rsed the sentiments aI).d views contained in. the ECA Special

~ernorandum, pledging his country's support at the forthcoming sessions of the

Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly.

117. The renresentative of Tunisia said that the present meeting was particularly

important in view of the worsening economic crisis in the African region.

Deteriorating terms of trade, falling pr:lces for raw materials, growing

.PTotectionisFl,wildly fluctuating exchange rate and high rates of interest in

addition to prolonged' drought wereS'tifling develooment efforts. He commended

the Secretary-General· ,for stimulating int<!rnat'ional awareness of the situation in

the region and expressed support for his efforts to find solutions to the problem"

118. Africa's development rested first and foremost on the Africans themselve~.

Pomestic resources needed to be mohilize(1 an'" harnessed by means of medium- and

long-term measures, in accordance w;tth t,he Lagos Plan of Action. A'N'are of the

gravity of the situation, ':unisia had expressed its solidarity with African

countries affected by drought by providing them with moral and material assistance

within its limited means. A free flo," qf infoTFlation was of great importance

for African regional integration. The Pan-African Documentation and Information

System (PADIS) therefore needed to ,be strengthened and established on a sound

footing.

119. The difficulties that confronted the various FCA - and OAU - sponsored

institutions were insurmountable : the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Ccmmittee

established to implement ECA resolution 477 (XVIII) orovided a suitable framework

commended for the role it was playing in implementing the Lagos Plan of Action,

and both it and the ,rrp~pocs should be ~iven additional resources to enable them

intensify their efforts.
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120. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania endorsed the com­

ments mad,> at the opening of the Conference on the worsening economic and

social crisis facing Africa and the short- and long-term solutions suggested.

121. ~fuile recognizing that all the items on the a8enda were importact, she

wished to concentrate on an issue of critical importance to her country and

its immediate neighbours: an imported storage pest scientifically knm<n as

Postephamis Truncatus ,- Bostrichidae or the Larger Grain Borer. First recorded

in the Tabora region in 1981, having entered the country through maize imports,

the pest had spread to most parts of the country and now threatened adjoining

countries. Although the Larger Grain Borer normally attacked maize it had

also been identified in cassava and in other produce.

122. In some parts of the country it was not uncommon to find cobs in which

up to 80 per cent of the grain was damaged after 3 to 6 months in storage.

Losses were currently estimated at 9 per cent of the maize produced for home

consumption each year or more, and all the measures taken so far had proved

ineffective. Her Govertunent was very concerned about the spread of the pest

and had designed a three-year programme (a) to help the extension service

of the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, with the support of the Tropical

Pesticides Research Institute, to promote effective control procedures in

heavily infested areas, (b) to expand a training programme on long-term con­

tainment, and (c) to ensure the continued availability of equipment and

supplies (sacks, transport, insecticides, etc.). The programroe would require

$6.5 million: she appealed to all the countries represented at the meeting

and to international donor agencies to come to her country's and its neighbours'

assistancec>

123. The representative of Zaire said that the primary goal of the founding

States of OAU had been to create a politically and economically strong united

continent. As there was no political freedom without economic independence,

the grave economic crisis Africa was currently undergoing was no less serious

a threat to its political independence. He welcomed the decision by the

United Nations Secretary-General to rally in support of Africa in its crisis,

- ,
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commenting that Stater) too, \Je1:e b~bnr.k:iTIg individually and collectively on

the difficult paths tu progresso The entire ccnti~ent, he considered, needed

to open its eye$ to it~ c:c0rwmic pligbt and take rac>ical, deci8i~Je action;:-

12.:":., He. therefcI"e caLled em ti12 S€r..:ret2_!"y~·Gene.ral ad~ interip of OAD, in close

col1aboratio'i1. \"ith th:: Execut:i,v~ 2.r.c.retary of ECA,. to arrnr.g8. for an early

economic surm'!!it wher"-~ '~1e;-~dt D.> ;:H:ate ano. Gcv2.i'm1,,>'-'J.t C0tl~.(,·i outline Africa f s

development problems {n clec..rer, rJ.ore African tel'!~lS (~l:T.th due allowance for

some politicel 8.nd id301ogi~al ().if£E.~2:1Ces)" Such a summit \-;oulcl boldly set

f"i.-th Af:ricun iiltcre.s:':[.; in tIl'-~ 1ight of the Lago$ Pl&TI of Action and Final

Act and;; by c:q;itdli.zi·~1g on A::rica t s i'Ilmeasurable potential while allowing

for thE. c011:3traint.:s i.nherel1'!: in Afric.;li.l economic. systems, offer a solution

better [;ui~.:e.:l to the social. and. ecollOmic goals of the continent.

125" The repre~Ci.lt~~t~.7e oi: Z21rhia sa~_d that i:l the past i::wn years the economic

situatiot1 of tile Afi:'ic:1n cOlli:in!:l;1.1t Iv~d ":JG ..:-scr~ed greatly. VJidc5Fread famine

had taken ro,:r[ Ln rftrts of hie count-ry heeause of GeVGre drought since 1982,

and over !~O~0CO pec'.,L:~ Here in r:e0d of: C.lG,:~l:gQncy food 2.id~ Pear rainfall had

pr2:ver.tec1 f[rffie::.r:j :21'o~n t8ki~"lg arlvaIltug,;:; of a I.-.:L:.:i;)lJ&l package of incentives

including inr:re'71.SlOQ p£oducer pric,~~; aurj cJ:eQ:l-C c l~~~a:i. GDP grollth over the pas't

t~.J'O yeaTs :"!C'l.d ~)C':::':l 7.(.!1":; ~ '.i'hc h1ain s;::po-:-t cr i:1l1odit':l, Gop'per, continued to earn

littlE: fCTC3.GH (»~;:hhnCt: and t1l2 sh.cr:t.u.;-;e uf foreign currency had reduced the

country's ability to imporl.: :~.ndl.lstri.[!.l. gOOGS and :?p':l.::e p,-:rts <:nd. to service

its exte~TI~l u3bt,

126. r2.'t~· --::I\.lrJ cu.~_l..i~.l:' intn cU8s'tiOll tho? fea-:;i,bility of the Lagos Plan of

ActioE~ ~:hort(;\gcs cf :[c'l"ei.:;n pxchan;.":'"'2 5 the drought .'lnd problems with energy

supplies (,:"'1.1:" mad!'!' ;.t th":, :-C,:);:":~~ nr:~eS3arj1 1.:0 7r:rJ ~illc:nt ·,:lie Pl.?n :as tlJe surviv81

programme for Afric.3:.. The poLLtical ~"ill tl1at had led to the creation of

sovereign African St.:.:tes remained a pot~nt force for African advancement in

other a:('cas, including f:c~:'I1":;:,ic deyelopment. Since the: adoption of the Lagos
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Plan of Action ,and the Final Act of Lagos, in 1980, his Government had been

pursuing a long-term strategy more in line with the objectives of self­

sufficiency in food and the local processing of raw agricultural produce.

It had likewise ellmarked on a policy of' tighter budgetary control and on

reviews of the country's taxation and tariff structure and development policy­

making machinery.

127. Active political support was vital for the implementation of the Lagos

Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos not only at the national but also

at the continental level. Political leaders should ensure that ECA's

operations were streamlined to facilitate the execution of development

progra~nes. The Commission's lengthy procurement and recruitment procedures

must be changed for the better~ In the same context, he appealed for greater

technical, economic and political co-operation at the subregional level.

128. Recalling the ninth meecing of the Conferel'.ce of Ministers and the

Silver Jubilee of the Co~mission, the representative of Zimbabwe indicated

that the celebration had been more of a post mo~tem than jubilation, for one

delegation after another had bemoaned the crisis facing the continent: severe

drought which had perci.5-~ed since the 1970s, de::;e,:tification, proliferation

of crop pests etc. Moreover, all subsequent meetings had been held in the

shadow of the economic crisis facing the continent ~ The situation remained

unchanged. Uore than 50 per cent of member States <lere among the least

developed countries in the world} deserts were encroaching on their agricultural

land at an alarming rate, and Africa had become victim to the crisis in the

global economy.

129. His Government had ::'aid a very carefUL ioundation ior the mobilization

and better utilization of resources and had harnessed the resources of the

soil. In the spirit of self-sufficiency and self-sustainment, it had laid

<!ll1phasis on the development of effective educational and training institutions,

the improvement of domestic markets and the provision of adequate incentives

. ·
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to producers. HOwever, the whole edifice had collapsed under the pressure

of the general econo:nic crisis. The longest drought ever experienced in

the southern African subregion, coupl,ad with the world recession, had

seriously affected Zimbabwe, leading to a 30 per cent drop in exports,

restricted import allocations and increased external borrowing. To alleviate

the effects of these pressures, the Government introduced export incentives,

extended export credit 'terms from 3 t,o 6 :nonths and activated $70 million in

export facilities with the World Bank for much needed imports of raw materials.

Those measures, which ran contrary to the need to create a new order, the

basis On which the government of Zimbabwe was elected, were taken as a matter

of survival.

130. Drought and world recession had been aggravated by the destabilization

pOlicy of the South African regime. The burden which the front-line States

carried on behalf of the world's conscience had become very heavy. It should

be remembered that any solution to the crisis that left any part of Africa

in the hands of colonialists and racists would be but a short-term solution.

He pointed out that South Africa I s acts of destabilization were second to the

drought in their economic effects and urged the international community not

to wait until the front-line States were too weak to playa constructive role

in the search for peace and freedom in Southern Africa.

131. The representative of Zimbabwe remarked that the very high attendance

at the Preparatory Committee meeting attested the fact that member States

and the international community attached great importance to the economic

crisis facing the continent·- the focus of the meeting. ",oreover, the level

of debate was high and participants were interested in finding solutions to

problems as shown by the formulation and adoption of the Special Memorandum

on Mrica's economic crisis. Those important aspects of the work of the

Committee and the serious discussion of sectoral programmes and problems had

led to the production of a package of proposals and recommendations which

would have great significance for policy formulation by African countries.
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132. However, there were at least two shortconings in the 'mrk of the Committee:

The great number and the general nature of its recommendations and proposals.

Whileits resolutions did indeed pinpoint various issues and the action to be

taken in specific sectors, their. very number was a handicap in their implementation.

The Committee, should have been more technical in its statements, proposals and

recommendations.

133. In conclusion, he reaffirmed his country's support for the peoples of

. Namibia and South Africa, who "ere carrying out a liberation struggle for the

freedom and security of the sub~continent, without which no economic growth,

self-sufficiency and self-sustainment could be attained.

134. The observer for the Africa Regional Committee for the Integration of Women

in Development briefly eXPlained to the Conference the outcome of the meeting of

the Committee held in Addis Ababa from 14 to 1& rr,~y 1984. The report of her

Committee, which had been endorsed. by the preparatory Committee, included six

resolutions that the latter Committee had reformulated as:

(a) Draft resolution ~1 (XIX) on the participation of African women in the

Por1d Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations

Decamefor Women; and

(b) Draft resolution 512 (XIX) on African women in development, especially

the urgent need to rno~iJ.ize financial and human resources for women subsequent

tathe United Nations Decade for Women.

The Preparatory Committee had then approved those draft resolutions for submission

to the Conf erence of '!inisters.

135. She drew the attention of the meeting to the forthcoming Regional Conference

on the Integration of '!,oreen in Development at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania.

In that connection, she asked delepations to request African governments to ensure

that many African women participated in the Conference. She also appealed to

African States and the United Hations g:eneralll' to provide support for the

Commi ttee t s continuing ~~ot'len~ s rrogra.mme.
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136. The observer for Cuba expressed appreciatior for bein~ allowed to address

the meeting •. He referred to the ndverse effect on international economic relations

not only of the cu:;:rent economic crisi,' but also of the discriminatory, coercive,

aggressive practices of c.ertA.in develoned cOlintrie c ~p:ainst t.hi.rc 1'1Orlc countries.

137. The situation ha'd been agr;ravated hy the reluctance of certain major

developed countries, headed by the United States of America, to undertake tedious

negoti.ations for a j:·Teu International F.conml'lJc Orcler. GroHinr. protec.tionisT'l and

high interest rates h"d ar,,,ravated already draMatic foreign deht problems for

third world countries. There was als0 a growing tendency on the part of oome

countrie, to adont a selective, in<'.ividual aouroach rather than a collective

one, in order to "ivide the developing countries and erode the negotiatinf';

cauacity of the Group of 77.

l3R. He stressed the importance of the f'Jrthcmning thirty-ninth session of the
. ,

General Lssembly, particularly in re'.ation to thp evaluation of the International

Development St~ategy for the Third nnited Nations Development Decade.

13'1. In conclusion, he pledged his country's sllpport for international action to

solve Africa's prohlems. Its collaboration vith many State" of that continent

T41as ryroof of its intere.st in the problems r,!hich Africa faced.

140. The observer for India stated that low-income countries in Africa continued

to suffer from the ef"ects of the recession which hac afflicted the "'arId economy

since 19P.'1. Even thou?:b that recession 3.1)·!H~ar(d_ to be. '::-~':':1':-"~'1g, t'1ose countries

t;-;rere, still harmed by the sharry risf': in international interest rates, 10",' cOr.!JTl.odity

prices, the ~pclin€ j.n concessional a~/ an':1 protectionist LJolicie£. in the industrial

countries. The rate of ~conomic ~rowth in revelopinr countries had fallen by

approxip..ate1y 1 to 2 per cent in 1"'82. "it" per capita incom" falling ror the

second y~nr in a ra'(·1. It 'h'as estinatp:l that j.n 19f:2 a smaller volume of ma.nufac­

tures had hf"Cl'- exported by developin, countries than in 19A1, anc~ at lower average

dollars prices. ?ec"i·"ts :'rom the export of non-fuel primary resources had even

been hit harder.
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If..1. He explained that the '-'lc;-sening and inaDequatE flol' of resources \·yas global

in character 'lUd therefore coule. not be resolved by rq!ional or sectoral solutions.

That c.r.isis, arisir:~ from tl:e i.SSU8.S related to rA."~ materin,ls t ener~y, trad;:: and

development, money anc1 fj.nance T,ms a ~_anifestation of sectoral maladjustments and

required an int"p;rated approach for its .solution. The i1.'ternational financial

and monetary syr.te.r:s t~lerefore ne2.r~~d to he eXDmi11ed ldt~l a vieH' to effecting

the necessary reforms.

l4~. Reviewing the deteriorating balancc-of-Dayments and the severe adjustment

measures \lhich threatened to cause !3ocia~_ tension i.n some countries, he proposed

a number of emer~ency measures, \>Jhich included IO"Fer interest rates in industrialized

countries, the im~rove~er-t of environment for trade and the arranRing of financial

flo\>ls to -1evel0!Jin~"'. countries on ap-pTopriate terms so that investments tn

infrastructure, a~ricultur~ and human resources couln be made witbout incurring

urucanageablc debts.

1l.3. Fe informecl the Con"erence of ~he discussions at the seventh Conference of

Heads of State of Governments of Non-alip;ned Countries or~ th6 n.ee.: for a Ne\>7

International Economtc. Ori'!er and the COTI',!,...j~tr':'ent of that Conference to collective

s~l f-re1.iance. Areas of co-ooeration identified uith that enc' in view included

agriculturs. irrigation, researc'.' into plant varieties, public health. technical

training an''. srrall in,~ustries.

141,. Finally, he ""presse(\ In:'\:I.A's re-,lecicatio'c to PTo,"oting Indo-African

co-opeTat:Lon in the ensuinp, Y;'J['rs~ It: p,~~c1::i.tionLO bilateral country projects" India

wa.s involved in major ECA project,q such as the African Regional Centre for

En.gineerinr:: Design an/. '>lfanufacturill[' and other er~r:ineerinr~ industry development

1?ror:rarnr~es•

l~c.5. The observer for the Union of Soviet Social.1st P..e,:mbU.cs pointed out that

19~~ was the year in "hicll a preliminary assessme~t of Dropress in the implementation

of the International Development Strategy for the l~'1(\s, the Third United

Nations Development Deca~e, was to be fleee. '~il" e~~hasizing
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the importance that hj s cc"n~ry attached to tb.,,':: i'ecad2, b" noted that the progress

achieved so far could hardly he considered satisfactory. Growth rates in most

developing countries were far lOHI2.£ i.::hdU tl.l(jSe envisaged in the Strategy. For

Africa, GDP gro"ch was less tI'an ]. per cent instead of the planned 7 per cent.

146. The Lagos Plan of Action was an important component of the International

Development Strategy. The Plan provided for a more rational utiliz ation of internal

and external development factors, for increased planning and for the supply of basic

essentials. Obviously, th2 complex problem8 of Africa could not be solved "ithout

outside support. In that respect, he outlir,ed the assistance that his country had

rendered. Bet,,reen 1976 and 1980, the volumE. of net Soviet economic assistance to

developing countries had increased by more than 70 per cent. The volume of USSR

aid pledged to Africa had grown by more than a factor of four between 1976 and

1983. In addition, the USSR had prepared for ECA a geological map of Africa, a

map of African mineral resources~ a map of African oi1- and ga.s-bearing regions

and a monograph on the region's hydrogeology. In 1984, the Soviet Union planned

to host seminars for specialists fro," African countries on the problems of imple­

menting agricultural development, trade auci maritime transport projects.

147. The observer for the United States of America declared that his country's

support for the Economic Commission for Africa and its fj~e work was as well known

as ",its support for tL(; CCOi1lHi::i....; Qr~~ ~oci.aJ.. I-,rogr{;:~B of the peoples of the African

continent.

148. He emphasized the fact that the sole valin theme for the meeting was Africa's

eccr~:Jl.i.ic problems and he\-! to resolve them. It \lT8S his belief that all those 't\:rho

had a sincere interest in resolving those problems, and in promoting the economic

progress and social bette~ent of the peoples of ~frica, would certainly agree

that Africa I s interests "ere best served hy focussing on constrt'ctive proposals

towards those endG~
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149. He hoped that the representatives of Africa assembled at the Conference would

not allow themselves to be led dO'lIl false paths but would address themselves to

the legitimate, worthy and urgent tasks at hand, namely, the resolution of the

economic and social problems of the African continent and the economic and social

betterment of its peoples. Those, he concluded, were the goals to which his

country was dedicated.

150. The representative of the Department for Technical Co-operation for Develop­

ment (DTCD) reviewed her Department's activities in the area of technical

co-operation with national Governments and regional institutions, emphasizing

water resources development, planning and public administration. Some 343

million people had been without adequate water supplies in 1980, and that figure

was likely to rise to 500 million by 1990 because of resource allocation policies,

shortages of manpower, the ineffective use of available resources and failure to

involve local communities in developmental activities. The central role of

planning had been stressed in both the Lagos Plan of Action and the Substantial

New Programme of Action. Recent developments had made short-term planning and

project evaluation urgently necessary, and priority had therefore to be given to

strengthening the co-ordination capacity of Governments. As regards public

administration, there was increasing awareness that administrative structures

were ill-suited to development requirements, being preoccupied with survival

rather than development. Remedial measures included the development and training

of technical personnel, an area that required more attention that it had been

given in the past.

151. In conclusion, she stressed the importance of co-operating with ECA and

strengthening ECA's operational capacities. Ho.ever, the drop in multilateral

funding was making it difficult to adopt remedial measures. She therefore hoped

that the Secretary-General's efforts would be crowned with success and assured

the Conference of her Department's continued support and co-operation.
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152. The representative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

(UNCTlID) said that three ve:::y welcome dE,velopnents testified to the importance

of the meeting of the Conference of .Min:i.sters ~ first,> the 'tIddespread recognition

of the tV'o:rsening economic crisis in Afr1.ca; second ~ the realization that a large

range of ",eaium and long-term i",'ues ".'ere insEparable from short term-decline;

and third." the comwitment of tl-te United I~ati.oD.S sysccm and the international

community to identify possible linen of collective action. She expressed

satisfaction with UNCTA;)' s fru1tful cO-'operation \11th Afr1can countries "Ind

collaboration with ECA, and indicated her organization's cOPlffiitment to continue

in the same spirit.

153. Outliniap, UNCTAD's ideas and activities concerning such areas as external

debt and its impact on the economic situation of developing countries, she stated

that one objective in analysing a debt burden should be to restore the debtor

country's capacity to service it3 debt. Other m,CTAD activities and studies

related to protectionism and structural adjustment, commodity prices and earnings

stabilization, and the management of international commodity trade. UNCThD

believed that one way of assisting in the reversal of the economic crisis lay in

the transformation of t·echnological infr,-::Lstructure~ and in that respect assistance

had been provided to some African countries.

154. Finally') she reported her org::lniza t:ion 's tlC t ivl ties in promoting economic

co-operation among developing countri.es (ECDC) as it related to the development

and ultimate negotiation of a Global Syst~n of Trade Preferences (GSTP)

stating th,'1t there were ~ood chances thGt a vlOrkable GSTP mi?ht soon be

negotiated.

155. The UWDP Regional Director for Afric~ stated that since his assumption of

office, his pri!'lary concern had been to consider how his Bureau could more

effectively !'leet the concerns of African Governl'lents as expressed in the Lagos

Plan of Action. Accordingly, the administr.ative staff had been exp"nded, and the

Bureau noW had one department in ch'lrr;e of the regionel programme for Africa and

four departments to serve West Africa, Central Africa? Errst Africa and Southern

Africa respective.
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156. He briefly described the fin.lOcial situation 0;' UKDP and the regional

programme for Afric,~. The expected increase in annual voluntary contributions

from funding agencies hnd not materL~lized; in other won,s, the resources made

available to UNDP for the peri0Q 1982-19J6 had diminished by almost 50 per cent.

The initial Indicative Planning Figure (IPF) for the regional programme for

"frica had been $US' 2C'3.4 million. Unfortunately, the figure used when the

programme was subm~tted to the ECA Conferenee of Hinisters in Tripoli had been

no more than $US 206 million, end the situation since then had constrainEd UNDP

to reduce the total resources for the 1902-1986 programming cycle by a further

$US 70 million.

157. UNDP and ECA were co-operating harmoniously because of the mutual under­

standing and trust dernonstratE:d by both organizations. ECf~ had become the

executing agency for regionu1 projects financed by UNDP and had encouraged UNDP

to, approve in 1982 the regional programme whose priorities were based on those

of the Lagos P1~n of Action. One problem which seemed to be holding back the

speedy development of ECn as executing agency was the obligation to have certain

decisions cleared by United Nations Headquarters in New York. The Conference

might consider that ll'atter ar.d help ECA to find a solution that would improve

the quality of assistance UUDP rendered to ~frican countries.

158. The multinational instit~tions sponsored by ECA and DAU had always enjoyed

the priority support of miDP on {,frica. For that reason, UNDP welcomed

resolution 477 (XVIII) on the establishment of an ad hoc committee to consider

the situation of those institutions and to make proposals for their most effective

use.

159. UNDP had been closely associated with the special effort being made by the

United Nations Secretary~Gcnera1 to mobilize the international community in response

to the economic and social crises that Africa was experiencing. The Executive

Secretary of ECA was to be commended for his initiative in inscribing that

particularly disquieting item on the agenda. The Afric[\U LDCs had been the worst

hit: accordingly, UNDP was exploring with UNCTAD, the \,or1d Bank and ECA ways of

making the mechanisms established under the Substantial New Programme of Action

better suited to the goals o~ the LDCs.
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160. The respresentative of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization

(UNIDO) conveyed the greetings of its Executive Director to the Conference and

lauded the excellent co-operation that existed between OAU, ECA and UNIDO.

161. He reported that the Conference of African Ministers of Industry had reviewed

progress and noted 'lith satisfaction the effort.s of member States to incorporate

activities related to the Industrial Development Decade for Africa in their

national development plans and subregional co-operation activities. Progress bad

also been made in co-operation between African and Latin American countries. On

account of the success to date, the OAU, ECA and UNIDO secretariats were

considering the possibility of organizing a meeting in Asia similar to that recently

held in Brazil so as to strengthen co-operation with the countries of Asia,

including China.

162. Great efforts were required to mobilize financial resources for African

countries to implement the programme for the Decade. He informed the Conference

of the uses planned for the $1 million allocated by the General Assembly, adding

that the Conference of African Ministers of Industry had appealed for an increase

in the allocation to an annual minimum Qf $5 mill ion and that a similar appeal

had been made to UNDP. The Conference of Africiln Hinisters of Industry had also

adopted. a COmmon position for the fourth General Conference of UNIDO and adopted

a resolution on the subject. He hoped that the Conference of Ministers would

endorse the recommendations of the seventh meeting of the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry and hoped that its endorsement would go hand in hand with the

adoption of national and subregional measures aimed at financing IDDA activities.

He appealed for active participation at the highest level possible in the fourth

General Conference of UNIDO to be held at Vienna from 2 to 18 August 1934.

163. Finally, he informed the Conference of progress in the transformation of

UNIDO into a specialized agency and appealed to African countries to intensify

their participation in UNIDO's activities; he assured the Conference that UNIDO

would continue to intensify its efforts to assist African countries.
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164. The representative of the United Nations Sudano-Sahalian Office said that

multisectoral national, subregional and regional plans for combating drought

and desertification were essential if African countries were to be able to

deal effectively with the perils facing the continent. African countries

also needed to co-operate with countries and organizE:tions that were in a

position to lend technical and financial support to short- medium- and long­

term programmes. His office w~s always ready to back African countries,

individually or in groups, that wanted support in the formulation, funding or

execution of plans of action against drought or desertification.

165. The representative of the United Nations University expressed his

gratitude at being invited for the first time, to the meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers. The University sought to contribute in its own way

to finding solutions to the crisis currently facing Africa, through the medium

of several. projects within its programme and training activities. Those projects

included the award of fellowships in vario~s fields, meetings and workshops in

areas such as mineral resources and industrialization in Africa, national and

subregional case studies on the activities of transnational corporations in

Africa and on food technology and nutrition. The University had three associated

institutions in Africa and was actively involved in the establishment of an

institute for natural resources in Africa. Pithin the context of the Secretary­

General's initiative it sought to link the deliberations of its own special

committee on Africa to the search for long-term solutions to the crisis.

166. The Executive Director of the \Jorld Food Council said that the food crisis

constituted only part of the deeper economic crisis afflictin~ "Africa. While

emergency meesures were necessary to alleviate human suffering, action to meet

medium- and long-term objectives was equally important. 'AFC had, over the past

five years, co-operated actively with ECA and OAU in assisting African countries

in their efforts to solve food problems. Several consultative meetings and

workshops organized by l?FC with African countries between 1979 and 1983, had l~d

many of the latter to adopt national food strategies. That approach had been

endorsed by both the General Assembly and several intergovernmental summit

meetings.

. ,
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167. He notoc"'c that food strategies ~.fere a mea.11S 'by l~hich production,

consu~tion, distribution &'1d overoll fOOCL security could be pursued uithin a

coherent frammrork of national :plannin~;' objectivGs and prioriti8s, the

principal objective being to provide a perma.'1ent solution to the foo:i problem.

l.,'Tould consider G.. special report on food strategies in Africa that evaluatecl

progress and brought to the fOTe the critical iscues and constraints encountered

b;:r African countries in the implementation of their food strategies.

168. He had cubmitted to the Council a proposal for ·3,n increace in

Concessionary Development Assistance (CrlA) of ::;'5 billion over a period of

5 years Nithin existing developrnent assistance programmes in support of

ha~ional food strategies anG. pro,-,rarnmes in developi112: countries, particularly

in Africa. BiG concern Nas to oa8 th<l declinil1':; tre~1(l in official develop-

ment assistancE} reversed. He believecl that B8vercl food supplies and a

revital izeci a.~iclilture ',Jere basic to the revival of ~-10cial r...nd economic

prOGT88S in A.frica clXld th8 achievement of the gO;:1.1s and objectives of the

Lago s PI an, 0 fAct iOil.

169. The representative of the Horld Food Pro,Tamme (,rFT) oaLi that 1'1hile

more emergenoy food 1;;"id l,-ras nc(;:.Led, it \'Jas also irrvortailt to intcl,STate foocl

aid in development and use it ill programmes desic;nell to increase asTicul tural

production. DescrijL1L; the uc-~ivi·::;ief; of l-'IJ~' ill AfriG,:;:' QJi.d other developin,j'

countries, he said that the programme ha0- pluced emphai3ir-;; on criJGisp..l food neec1s.

It hac' had emergency operations iil Africa in 1983, and 2i) such operations had

••

for develoTJment assistance to be ased in 144 clevelopment pro,jGcts in Africa,

ohiefly to promote ".;;ricultural auG. rural developmEmt. It had also devoloped

innovative USCG of food aid liThich included price r;tgbiliz,,:tion pro!;rammes and

triangular traJJ.•sactions in lihich food surpluses in one area· 1,:ere brOUGht and
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used to promote agTicnl tural development in otherso 110 :Jil ateraJ. dO:l0rs J the

demand from \'lhom hac, increased cOll~\idera;Jly, \:,IFP provided services by arranging

the purchase of goods t shipping them, and monitaring food distribution. It

countries, ~)reparcd. tIlonthly 8t~.tUS reports, and :r8cordc.l tLI~ arrival dates and

quantitiGs of foed supplied. In response to the initiative of the Seoretary-

General, HFP had secQwleJ. a senior of~>~icer to the iTairobi office.

170. In aril~ areas of Africa, it leas necessary to oombine the provision of food

and Hater, ami the receipt, stora.,:;'e and distribution of food had to be carefully

managed6 Accounting practices also ha(l to -be il~roveLl? for donors ','ranted to knoli'r

Hhat happenecJ, to the food assistance they gave. He also enphasized the importance

of the purchasing pOller of those affected by famine, ;'2;ivin'; as examples the cases

of the In'! flood in '~}'1i1gladesh and. the buffer stocles set up in India. He

clreu atten'GiOll to the high prioritJ" that iiFF gave to the contributions made by

Homen to the c1evelopmen1; process, and the useful collaboration 1,1li""1~ enjoyed ,vith

United l'lations org811S, particularly the Emergency Unit of UiTICIJF. He hoped,

finall;;r, that HFP's 1rlOrl: lTith GovernmCilts, United iAutiol1s ageilcies and llon-

Governmental or3a.nizatiol1.s 1,rould r,18,_~:'.~ it possi-:Jl,') ·:;0 provide needecl n.ssistallce

to the affected ~rens.

171 0 The reI)rGne,-:::tativ~, of the Uni'~ cQ. l'Ja:tionG Educa,tional, Scientific 2.nd.

CuI tural Or:!;anizatio;l (UdESCO) conveyed the r8'-.~rotb of "Lts Director-General

for hiE; inaiJilit3T to a.ttel1c~ the mectiu& Q1·.Jiu3; to the sessioi1. of the UNESCO

"bxecut ive Board. Illhe Director--Gel1oraJ.. ~'rishecl the Confel"'ence 8ucess 8.nd promise<.l

that he ;:'loulcl never Shu:..l the dutios eatrusteQ to him b~I the int ernational

comrmLlity. He ',:auld, ill lJartic1.uar, continue to u-ohold the UliffiSCO Constitution

in the intcrect cf ~"!c\.r('10piT!.()llt o-vcr:ylJhcrc:"

dev81opine:; cOli.ntri(;~~ iil general ai'l'~l or the least ,l(:velopel~ countries in particular.

. ,
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UNESCO's pro:yamrnes of assistance ',.Jer8 farTJilirlT to r?18!Ylber States and to OAD ana

ECA, "lit.- Hhom,ar'-3as of co-operation for the implerr1entation of the Lagos Plan

of Action haec been defined. Co-operation betHeen ECA 8l1d UNESCO through joint

ooncertation meetings had gone a long Hay in the past tvJO years tOHards develop-

ing a definite programme of action and specifio projects had been identified for

implementation in the context of the Lagos Pl&~ of Aotiono New areas agreed

upon in mia...·February 1984 included environment, education, the social and human

sciences 7 the natural s(~ienceG, communication and. co-operation for development e

173. The role of UlJESCO's regional offices hac] been underlined by the holdint':

of the most recr3.nt joint c-oncertation meeting at his Organization'r;; reGional

office at Nairobi, Kenya, as well as by the "spirit of Nairobi". UNESCO

appreoiated the unflinching. support 8l1d solidarity Hhioh its Afric8l1 members

haec demonstrat ed in order to safe/',Uard. the nobl e prinoipl es adopt ed. by the

international oommunity, as well as their continuinG: partioipation in the

Organizationis activities despite the gre[1,t hardships tiley facedo

174. The representative of t:18 International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

expressed his organization ' ;:-, i~ratitud8 fer ~')(;i;'l::'; invited to participate in the

meeting and recalled its reG~lar participation in the activities of ECAe Even

though ",'Teat strides had been made ire the development of oivil aviation infrw

structure, rmch remained to be doneo f1118 development of inf'rastructure had in

fact fal18n short of requirements 1 he added, quoting as an 8xampl e the Air HavigEb-

tion P1Wl developed in Arusha, Tanzwlia, in 1979. CO~1llinioations services and.

facili ties, too, still required a lot of financial and human reSOUrC(~Sb

175. E"..plaining ICAO's emphasis on oivil.aviation development fOJ' least developed

and land·-locked countries, he reported that airport projeots in Botm-,;ana, Le~')otho

and S"'laziland l1ere in their la::-;t stage::::- of implementation.. HUEla:c1 ~(-;SOurC8S develop-

rnent had alHayS been given very high priority: he inforr:1ed the Conference of past

oollaboration Nith OAD 8l1d AB'CAC in that area. Finally, he informed the Conference

that his organization waG at the clispof.lal of member states as a 1 ead agency and

exeoutinG EV6ency for civil aviation projects.
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176. The representative of the ilorld Health Orgc.niz3:tion (imo) said -that the

cWc1cllative offects of malnutritio:l during tile great drOUght of 19(J3, folhwed by

a series of eoonomio orises, had left the popula:tio'ls of a nW<1ber of oountries

vulnerable to disease. 1'he piwsioal shortage of Hater had had dire psychosomatio

effeots on entire populations, dobasing not only their nutritional but also their

cultu.ral standards.. He described the action 'w'll-lO ~la8 taking, alone and in

oollaboration with other intergovernmental and United Nations bodies oonoerned

Hith drought and. its effeots. Diany oountries that applied. to the Vlorld Food Programme

for assistanoe ",ere given help by,iRO in deoidiilg on the health and nutritional

oharaoteristios of the food they ",ere to reoeive. \-IliO had set up joint drinking

water and sanitation proJeots 'lith several internat:Lonal and bilateral agenoies

in order to give 6TeateI' support to advc-tllces ir.. those ares.s.,

177. His Organization HaS detcrr:o_ined to support tile. efforts of the United Nations

Seoretary-Gencral ~~d his Speoial Representative On Afrioa~s Eoonomio Crisis.

178. The representative of the World Ballie oonveyed to the Cop~erenoe the good

wishes of the President of his Organization for a suooessful meeting. All the

difficulties l.1.frioQJl countries i'Jere facing, vihioh had been the subject of the

dOClliIlents before the 1Il8eting; and the interventions of the various delegations,

\Vere \'Iell known to -the Bank. But wh:Lle they had been aggravated by the unfavourable

external environment, they oould be attributed to tto pursuit by many ;Ifrican

countries of dOl'lostic policies I"lhicb. in general had not encouro,ged the expansion

of production. The Bacle was working with many oountries on difficult structural

adjustment and policy reform prograhlfaes. ,is illdioated reoently by his President

to the Development Coramittee, in vicw of all the Unfavourable iacl:Loators the stark

prospeots for Afrioan oountries ",ade the need foI' dome stio polioy reform more urgent

than before and highlighted the necessity for inoreased and sustainod flo\'ls of both

bilateral and multilateral ooncessional aid, provided with moro flexibility than

in the past.
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179• .d.t thu SoptBG1DGX' ~1934 i:lce·ting of t~13 DC'l8L::'iJ~.iJrr'J Gor:lliii-~teG7 the 1;;.in::"st8rs

of li1ino.noc: ;'Ioulcl e:c.s.u',irlu a, pro.;rz;oLir;ic, to t,-ui(~k -;:ii:l;;: .BC',il!..: c:~ad. "i;jH::.. i:'Ti;crl1'1·'~ionj,1

comri-iwlity 1n h(jl'pi~J.t) ..::..fl'ic3, to Q8L:..1 \tIith i'~s i3(c;VC1'B l.l.'I).TiCl2.l., ~:;OCl2:,..L. c.'..i:.cl '~Qonol.1ic

dceper analysis of the ..:ifI-'icQ.l"l crisis, USil1t:; Buell SCL:.rCt;SC,:":~ t~l8 !}~::"8F)C"~iY\,:

study on BO..,\. ailo... .H.frio:} G d.8vGlopiiJont, 1)H33-?OO,,~, c~,'-'~ CEFrt::.-ill c..OG'~;:-:=n;.-G3 pr(:;paTbe...

for the cu~:'rent meetLlg of "Glls GOllfe:r0i.188 fl 'ill;.,] .J:::;;nl:. stal::.' ,::;oul'} -,'JO:"~:~: ld.-'~.i1

re18vant national &.:acl interno.tiol'l.::::..l orGa:1iz[~tio.l.ll:.}, i~:.cL.ldi.::'-j,b BJ_a~ ..__ :!:~"Jpr'ring

a report '!;'Thioh vJoalcl focus on SL.l.ch ori-tioal i8S"L1eS aU lileclil'L'.l-tor;-:1 :::,cljUT;';l]U1T~

problems: including t.h.G pric~ :::llCL illcen.tiv( eDviroru.icn·t, public d.0ht 1 popul,:;,.tiol1

and. h1.l.i':2.I1 r88mJ.rCCS clevGlopLlent.

180. \-iith regard to resourc8s for -the 3al1.k Grm..lp, as C1. result 0:;:' t~'lO rosollltiop.s

adopted by tho B08,..rd of Diroctors of tho BC:j,~ll:;: 0:,1 24 Ne;,;)"" 19U4 the c>;l~tl~O::,"'i.Z8d

~:j9 "billion in.stead of ~ 12. 0illion Hould bo comrI1ittec. ovor the: t~J.r~)<:-ye:1"·· period

starting 1 July 1904 D,S part of tnu s0venth replenishment of the;; rCf'OU~:'C':;;S of

thG Interna.tional D8volopment i.l.$Doaiation (ID.':i). Si::lC8 the [':]1..1.1":1 COLlj,ii-ttl:;c..l NaS

S3 -lJilliop. 'beloH tl1a.t negotiated for tJ:lO sirtll r8plenishinent, C" f ,',11 o::'~ 24 per

oent in real "torrtJs, it NU.S obvious that tilD s(::lv,,-~rrth replenish;-Jcnt ~'roulcl 210t

pormit "tbe incroc,i3c neceDsury for ID",1 to il.8 0 -l-; J..l.fTicc, t eJ :12 cO.:::; • l~o.. ;ev(C', -'-,'V-:l

li1,)Jlab8~nent of '~he 'if01'1(1 .B2Jll\: :no..o.. alr8o,dy lJG2,lUl to SC:81C 3.cltlition3..1 l'QS,)~.l:~'CCJ8i 3.8

instruoted. by "bhe Deputy Governors of ID.> iiI J2.1liliJ,ry 19'34.

181. rrhe reprosenta,tivo of tilG I:~.-rt(;rw:::.tio:dc..l l'lonctc:..ry li"W:J.d t::<.~"itl -tll0,t, Ii·:;J.11 advocated

a last;:Lng- solution to ,afriCa' f3 current crisis. I-~ c~pprov8cl of the f>pirit behind

the s-budy on the coono;-,~ic and 8ociu.l ~~ituation in J.~.f'rica, just as it f3upportGc1 the

o,clvisory GTOUP established. under the ohair'GlCtnshijl of the Dirootor-GeYio"'Ctl for

Development c.:.nd Internutione.l Economic Co..o()perc~tion and the Di)ecie.l hairo'bi office.

'1'11e FlUid, .supported. any stu.dy aimod at creating a zone of cconorilic G1;2.bility in

.d.frico.. and the incroasiilg usc of special concvDsionary loarJ.. fo.cili~~ics"
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102. '1:11e FlUlU.tS f'C1oilities, s'J..cll u.s :;-~18 c8r8nl fC~GilitJ-1 cOl'.ld 'be LlS8d by

African cOUIl.tries ul)on reques"Go Il'ilE1
~1[18 prep~'X'ed. to provide loans on hard and

soft ter';,ls i it 1'10,8 ready to exploI'8 2 ·together with t_~-le United Nations: ECA r GAD

a,rJ.d i.l.frican S"tG..tO["3, aVeni.l8S for provid.ing techJ.lic~tl .;}.ssista;:w8 to ensure tl-'~at

Jurica enjo~lecl lGstillg econOlf:ic gro\;iJh, ancl sustained. finanoic.l Gt&.QilitY<l

1830 'li[L8 reprcsento...tiv8 of the Inli81'n3-tioD.Ci-l r.releoOlillilullioa-liiOil U~lion (1'1IU)

pX'uised t1.18 exeIllplc~.r'Jr oolla.boT2.tion. that had de-veloped bet~iee!l his Organizo..tion

anG.. ECA itt establishing Buch regioi.lC11 projectr, c.:..s "(;'rll:::: Paa Afrioa.Yl 'releco'j~mill1ic2"tiol1s

network ond the })rogrJ..!:mle for the United .dCi,tions Transport and. ComnnJ..i1ications

Deoade in Afric~e

184. Problems continued to exist, neverthelesG, t~1e Liost serious being the imba.lancEs

in the distributio:n of telecommunications faoilities betVl8en cities and TUX'al o..reas

and between South and Harth. At the end of 1903, for exemple 1 ther"e ,Iere fewer

telephones in t~le ~lhole of Africa than in Hollo..nclc

185. In the face of resource constraints 1 illCA, ON), IAl'U, lTD and othor agencies hac

pooled their resouroes ana formed en Inter-agency Co-.ordill2.ting Ccm:nittee to conduct

~h8 feasibility study on a regiono.l.Afric&.l1 s£,;Ciellits oomrmmications bystem for

the development of Africa, "\Jlith emphasis on rm'8..1 areD.S o In Vieirl of its long-term

iwplications J the development of telecoITl.L;unication;;:,; require'1 <::l. careful ex.:..wJination

by Governments of all available technological and. economio op-ljionse He informe,l

pc..rticipants tlJ.<:-'...t his Orgo'.nizaticn "\13,,8 E~t their disposo..l .Ltnd vlOuld do everythinG

within -Ci1l8 lii:iits 0:: its cOillpe-'l.ieilOe to :provide <::l.ssistc..-'...nce. He also informed the

Conference of parallel studics cucrently being conduc08d b;y independent cOiomittees,

saying he hoped the;y 1rlould ched lirjrt 0!1 somE~ of the problems.

186e li'inall;,r, he re:srettecl the E.'ffeots of -t~.le \·lOrld.-\lide recession '.,!Thier.:. ho.d led

not only to a reQuction of tecru,ical assistance m1Q co-operation, but ~lsc to

protectior..ist measures and the SUbsequent disruptio:Cl. of t~ne :aorth-South d.i2.1ogUi:·~.

The tecl1noloC)T 8xisted.~ hO~'18ver, ar.:..d economies ir. the tr&1J:>port sector irTere sh01:'Jing

great pro2iise j \,:hat vlaB nO"'1 required UQ8 co-oper;;.tion aJld tne oollectivE; Hill to

take approprie,te e..otiollo
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1:37. The Secretary-General of the PorI" tJeteorological Organization described

the drought in Africa as a terrible af:'liction and cause of sufferinp.;. Ee said

that he would COnfine his remar!,s to the meteorological and climatic aspects

which ~7ere the special concern of his Organization. Drouphts often led to a

dimir-ution in food proc:lllction ann water supplies, less gro~'th of natural

pasturage, "ith all their econo~ic and social consequences. The current drought

was one of the most important cli~atic rheno~ena for a hundred years. It posed

a major challenpe to science, since its end could not be predicted.

188. In fact, no methods of predicting the occurence of drought existed.

~.jember States woul,1 have to learn to live with the problem. Drought control

measures such a ~Jater management, the proper recording of daily precipitation,

the training of experts, an~ the monitoring, researcb and dissemination of weather

and climatic data between memher States were essential. Drought could not currently

be alleviated by rain-making hence African p:<ricultural production systems had to

be versatile enough to en,lure prolonged drought. Hi.s Organization firmly believed

that practical and useful steps coul,' bE' ta'.,en to help African countries make

better use of existing weather and cliroatic data and techniques. It intended to

work with national meteorolog ica1. services, regional organizati.ons such as ZCA

and other internptional oreanizations to this end.

189. A long-term strategy had to be developed with the aid of research results.

The AGR1IYJ''.ET pror,rame for the cOlmtrie" of the Permanent Inter-State Coromi ttee

for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) an0 other such projects should be

supporter! by ECA.. It vas essential to establish a pilot centre for meteorology

in Africa, building on the \~10 vocational training centres that already existed

on the African continent, since the present meteorolopica1 services in Africa,

taken in isolation, did not dispose of the necessary resources. Political

support was also an important pre-condH:ion for success. His organization had

r.repared a draft resolution for consideration by the Conference, with the object

of ensuring that the various activities required "ere put on a firm rooting.
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190. The Chairman ~relcomed the pronosals made hy ,';;10 and invited the meeting

to consider them.

191. The observer for ARCEDm1 stated that his Centre would assist member

States in the development of specialized manpower capabilities to design,

ma.nuf acture an~ maintain ca.oital goo~s and in the promotion of entrepreneurship,

all with a view to accelerating industrial development, on which the development

of other sectors depended. ARCEDIDi had 23 member States. He thanked Algeria,

Egypt, the Niger, Nigeria and the United Nations Develonment Programme (UNDP)

for their financial contributions, which had been of vital importance in

launching ARCEl)EH, and added that the host GovernMent of Nigeria had domated

73 hectares of land and ~6.5 million for the construction of three mechanical

,~orkshops, one laboratory, a hostel to accommodate 72 people and a machine

design office. The Centre had attracted international co-operation from UNDP

and ~~SCO for training and the provision of workshop machines. The Government

of India had donated 13 machines worth ~:n(),0,1').

192. The Centre's engineering activities included training, design adaptation,

upgrading of workshops and promotion of national centres. He appealed to those

African countries which had not already joined ARCEDID' to do so~

193. The ot-server for the African ~lational Congress of South Africa expressed

deep anpreciation for .the opportunity to participate in the Conference. The

economic crisis and unf&vourahle climatic cogditions in Africa were of great

sirrnificance not only to independent States but to the liberation movements as

well. He referred to the Arusha meetine. of the front line States, where support

had been pledged for the liberation of those parts of Africa that were still

not independent, pledgee his organization to the struggle ap,ainst racism in

South Africa, and anpealed to the international co~munity for assistance.

--
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194. T'1e observer for the 1'~.n-Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) stated that

in Darallel 'pith the stru~."le. to "reduce foe;' s strugE!!e "as taking place to

liberate the tin of the eo~tjnent 'ro", South P.fricsT' cC'1.onial rule. The military

stratep,y being follo',ed in South Africa su~~ested that the latter stru~~le would

he pro,tracted: 2 unite-1 froEt of thp.. thr.ee (~OUt~1 f~~(':"ricar. liberation r.:iovements

(PAC, P'C and Sllt.PO) ,'cull', have brouf!ht South "frica t" :l.ts knees in a very shor.t

time.

195. In South Africa, 1'1',(; >JaS fightin~ not only the Boers but the "hole HesterI'

hloc under nATO command. The so"thern part of the continent vas "here Africa's

rm;··T materials trle same raH materials tha.t Africa neened for tts developr1ent

programmes uere concentrated. If Afrtc.a vms to li.ave access to those ral,. materials,

therefore, a nrotracted strug~Je with South Africa an~ the "estern bloc mi~ht be

necessary.

196. As far as tl.!e liberatior. st.rug~le 'Has concerngd, O'::le of the problems was

the econol1ically '.leak pos1 tioD of the front line States. ,.'hieh needed the rest

of Indepencent Africa to come to their rescue. The frant line States had already

done a p,re.at

movements.

. ,
(oea..L • He appeale.c to other States for assistance tb the liberation

197. Spea1d.n.., on be1'alf of the Eurol'"an Econom1 c Community and its member States,

the /~bassador of France to ~thiopia sai~ that the clouds of a prave eMergency

~1ung{')Ver t~,(-: n.it:etcenth session. Africa had neve:.:.- l-:eforl;-; faced such a st~rious

crisis. The current crisiB ,;"J88 a combination of economic, political and physical

crises which resulte6 in a situa,tion ~]here drought, the encroachiuf, dese.rt and

face problens someti~es culminate0 i3 fmnine.

J.98. ':he food "itl1ation of SoutherD Afric.an and Sahel ian countries hac ~rorsened

in l'W3. African countries "hich usee to he net expo~ters of foor', had today become

importers. The responsahility for rl"alinp "'ith tl-te crisis lay Drimarily "ith African

countries themselves. ~'heir Gmrernmet'ts h;1<' <1esigne(' appropriate policies for

revitalj_zin;: af!r.icultur(~~ deci(~ing priorities in f:altters such :IS the fixin;; of

remunerative p,ices, striking a halan.ce l",ttJeen the production of foo" and export

crops an(: stabili~in~ savino;s.
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199. One of the causes of Africa~s clis(l'.:,iet·in~'. f.';c situation i,ras it3 inadequate

transport networks, which inherited their bias towards exportation from the

former colonial powers and. thus favoure.d foreiJll trade more than domestic or

regional trade. TIwse nettvorks ciid not permit an '2quitable distribution of

domestic foodstuffs, raw materials and products.

200. He concluded by expn.~ssing the deterJ1inatiarJ. 01 the Cor:::Dunit.y and its

",ember States to contribute to the "1crk of the session and their confidence

that the outcome would be useful and constructive.

201. The observer for the Intenlational Confederation of Free Trade Union

said that African economies were on the verge of collapse. "mny countries

had been forced to turn to 4'W for balance-of-payments support, which entailed

severe deflationary measures. Nillions of urban and rural workers faced the

stark realities of deteriorating living sta.ndards, underemployment and un­

employment and a shortage of the basic nt'cessities of life. The food situation

in particular was disturbing.

202. In Narch 1584, trade union leaders had met in Dakar to discuss the

serious social and economic difficulties facing the continent and its workers

with a Viel>l to making concrete proposals for solving the crisis. The Dakar

Declaration adopted at that tiQe set out a practical agenda for action at

national, regional and international levels and within the trade union movement

itself. It supported the policies of the Lagos PlaL of Action~ emphasized the

need for a chaiige in the deflationary and protectionist poli.cies of the

industrializeti c.ountri~s and la-ge.d A.frican GO'ler-:Ul1en:s "to reorient their

policies so as to eliminate hunger, develop her-Ian resources, create jobs and

satisfy basi.c human needs. Priority had to be :liven to national food strategies

and integrated rural development, \;,;rith industrial development programmes pivoting

around the agricultural sector. Trade unions and rural workers' organizations

had a vital role to play in the formulation and implementation of development

plans. Industrialized countries should iwplewent growth-oriented policies and

increase aid resources~ particularly foou ai~. He called on the Commission

and all African intBr::;overnmental institutions to respond urgently and con­

structively to the trade unions proposals.
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Consideration and approval of the report and resolutions of the Fifth rteeting

of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Hhole, held at Addis Ababa from

15 to 21 cmy 1984

203. The First Vice-Chairman introduced document E/ECA/CH.IO/3 - Report of the

fifth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Hhole (Addis Ababa

15-21 ~my 1934). He suggested that the Conference should consider that report,

including the draft resolutions, submitted to it by the Preparatory Committee,

together with the ECA Special Nemorandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis

(document E/ECA/cr1.10/37). The two documents were the outcome of profound

study, analysis and debate and he commended them to the Hinisters. A spirit of

responsibility had prevailed throughout the meetings of the Committee and he

especially thanked the Executive Secretary of ECA for having participated at

all its meetings.

204. In the observations that followed. the representative of Algeria pointed

out that his delegation had made reservations under paragraph 101 of the Report

with respect to certain projects, which were not reflected in document E/ECA/

CH.IO/3 and expressed hope that the secretariat would take that into account

in the final editing.

205. The representative of the Congo noted that throughout the Conference

discussions had revolved around the economic and social crisis in Africa, which

obliged Africa to depend more on its own resources for the support of the

activities of such multinational institutions as the HULPOCs which governments

had created. Rather than wait for voluntary contributions and aid donors,

African States should ensure that some contributions emanated from Africa.

He therefore suggested that a minimum amount of contribution should be

establish~d for each State in support of the work of the ,illLPOCs.

206. Stating that paragraph 209 did not fully reflect the general debate, the

representative of Zaire suggested that the paragraph <hould read; "It was

requested that the Executive Secretary should submit to member States as soon

as possible a document on personnel management, indicating clearly the

quantitative and qualitative representat.ion by different African countries and

subregions and the allocation of supervisory posts in the secretariat. The

Executive Secretary "as also requested to report on the number of personnel of

non-African origin".
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20i, Because of its i~portnnce, the Conference requested the Executive Secretary of

the Commission to report to the next session of the Assembly of i:eads of State and

Government of the Or~anizntion of African Unity on the adoption of the Kilimanjaro

Pro?ramme of Action on Population and self-reliant Developlnent (Annex II to' document

E/ECA/CI1.10/l4). Draft resolution 506 (XIX) was amended accordingly by the addition

of 11 paragraph to that effect.

203. SOMe delep,ations proposed a number of amendments to the second-phase programme,

1984-1988, of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa (con­

tained in document E/ECA/Cl' .10/Hl) adopted by the Conference of African l1inisters of

Transport~ CO~lliunicetions and Plannine at its fourth meeting~ held qt Conakry, Guinea,

in February 1984. After an exeha.neee of vie,,'s, the Conference decided to approve that

programme and amended accordingly draft resolution 487 (XIX) by the insertion of a

preambular paragraph after pre~mbular parap,raph 8 and the insertion of a new para­

graph after parngraph 3.

209. The Conference decided to amend para~raph 4 of draft resolution 52n (XIX) on the

African economic and social crisis to include the Di.rec tor-General of FAO and to

reflect the need for further action by the ;Jnited ~l"tions itself and FAO.

210. In vie., of the fact that the Conf'orence of 1Hnisters of Least Developed African

countries at its r'curth,moGting, held at Addis Abab" fron 22 to 24 I'I.lY 1984, had

decided to modify the contents of dr~ft resolutions 502 (XIX) and 503 (XIX), the

Conference decided to elign those resolutions with the texts of those approved by the

latter Conference in the courGe of adopting its report.

211. Subj ect to the foref'oinf, amendments, the Conference approved the report of

the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole on its fifth meeting and the

resolutions ~ttnched thereto.

l12. The Conference, having considered the proposals m~de by the Secretary-General

of w110, adopted a resolution on meteorolop,icnl services to combat drought in Africa

(see resolution 528 XIX».
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Consideration and adoption of the report of ti,e Conferenc" of Ministers
of African Least Developed Countries

213. The representative of Mali, H.E. Mohammed Al Hamany, Chairman of the tourth

me~r.ing rf the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed COl.::.:'l!:-r:LCS, held

at Add:f.s Ababa from 22 to 24 May 1984, introduced document E/ECA/CN.IOj]i, <JLich

contained the report of that meeting.

214. TI,e m~eting, which had been attended by 18 African least developed countries

(LDCs), had been preceded by a meeting of the IntergovernrnentEl COIT.,oitt?e of Experts

of Afric8,n LUCs. It had considered four topics, nane1y, the econom; c ',cd s~('i"l

sitv,ation in African LDCs; the implementation of the Substantive i~e" Programme of

Action (SNPA) in the African LDCs; pricing policies in African LDCs, "nd tho

activities undertaken by ECA in 1983 and the 1984 work programme in f,,',apr of AIl-i,:.'

LUCs.

/.15. The meeting had emphasized the plight of the African LUCs and hl:d noted that,

des?ite the conunitments made by the international community and the tre!::.2:l(loes

efforts by those countries theI'1se1ves, the, implementation of the sup", h"d "-0'" b"er.

very ,Jatisfactory. In particular, the results of the roundtables "",d cClllc:,ltativ,.

group ille~tines that had been so far organized had not totally me~ the cyp~ctatiorc

of th2African LDCs. Finally, the COLference had. approv,d three d""fi: "",solutioTJ'_'

on, respectively, pricing policies in the African LDCs, measures for the

effecticl" iOlp1ementation of the SNPA in African LDCs, and a substancci21 "S0238-'

ment of the roundtables and consultative group meetingsm

216. As :,ndicated above, the first two of those draft resolutions replecEd

rE301'.!tions 502 (XIX) ar.d 503 (XIX), respectively. For the thir':l, see re,c'olutior.

5?Q (Xl'[).

217. Th2 meeting approved the report of the fourth meeting of the CO".fcT2"ce of

Minist~rs of African Least Developed Countries and adopted the three resolutions.
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Consideration and adoption of the ECA Special ·.··emo;:audum eu Africa i s Economic

and Social Crisis to the 193[, second're(\ular session of the Economic and Social

Council and to the 20th Ordinary ~ession ot the Assembly of Heads of State and

Govern!'"!eDt of the O~_aniz~'tio;l cf African Unity (0Ail)

218. When it was suggested that the ECA Special Memorandum on Africa's Economic and

Social Crisis (document E/ECA/CM.lO/37) should devote some paragraphs specifically

to LDCs, it was polnted out that the first complete sentence on page 27 (beginning

IiDonor cou.ntries 0") nt'_~~h\.~ la3t sentence of the first p.:1.t'a::r3ph O~l pnr:e 28

(i OgiLl1,., "Tn ad(Hic.n ... ) de'll t specifically with those countries. It might also

be ;':~,;li' tl~:l't: >..i.iC .r..~easures to dcttl with the crisis - Chapter II of the Memorandum -

C(jnccr.r·.c'::' t~(\.. :: LDG~,.

219. It ,~qS proposed that the title of the Memorandum should be changed to read

"Africa's economlc and social crisis: a special memorandum submitted by the tenth

meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministerb lesponsible for Economic Planning and

Development to the •.. "; and that paragraph 37 of the Preparatory Committee

meeting v,:':)rking pap2'.-, Rev.1 ~ dnted 19 Xa-y 1984 ~ should be SUb2.ti tuted for pnn-1graph

37 of document E/ECA/CM.lO/37. The secretariat was requested to take those

proposals into account.

220. The repre:;entative of Ethiopia reminded the Conferer,ce that in appealing in

paragrapb 50 (c) for the cancellation of their debts~ African LDCs were not asking

for something new, The de"elo;>ed countries should be reMinded that the cancel­

latlen of the debts of LDCs was one of the recomn'cndations approved at the

Conference c·t <::h.. L~ast Developed Countries, h"ld at Paris in 1981. He therefore

su(\gested that the ~one of paragraph 50 (c) should be modified accordingly and

that it should refer to the implementation of the SNPA in addition to calling for

the cuncel18 1.ion of the debts of African LDCs.

221. Subject to the foregoing amendments, the. Special Memorandum was approved by

acclamation.
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Other business (item 10)

222. UnQer this ite~ of the agenda the Executive Secretary brought to the attention

of the Conference the following issues: the forthcoming meeting of the Conference

of African l~inisters of Finance on the external debts of African countries,

scheduled to take place in June 1984 at Addis Ababa; proposals for electing the'

first members of the Technical Commit'tee for Pil.IlIS ,Lresclution 493 (XIXj]; the

reco~~endation of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry on a co@;\on

African position for the Fourth General Conference of UlUDO; and the impending

retirement of Mr. W.L. Booker, Chief, Division of Statistics and !'lr. Mohammed

F~&",edd~le, Director of the North Afriom1 ~illLPOC.

223. y/ith respect to the forthcoming mee"~ing on external debts of African countries,

the Executive Secretary said th2tt the purpcse of bringing tne matter before thcct

Conference 1'/o.s to distribute the .relev8.-'1t d,ocum.,nts todeleg::dions, so tho.t they

could be delivered to the uppropriate ministries in tlle-ir ooUntries. The dOClli'Tlents

were immediately distributed.

224. In order to enable the Conferenoe to elect the members of "G)le Technical

Committee for PADIS ,-,hen it met on 28 i""'y 1984 to adopt its report, the Executive

Secretary suggested that the cOlliltry T'3pre:=:entatives of each subregion should meet

over the weekend to decide on the country and if possible the expert who would

represent it on "~he Teclmical Committ8e, so that the proposQ,ls mig-ht be 8,vailable

in due tioe._ His suggBstion was Q,ccepted.

225. The Executive Seoretary pointed out that, although the Conference had adopted

the resolutions Q,pproved by the Conferenoe of Ministers of Industry ~b its

seventh meeting in l'laJ:'ch 1964, it had takeL no docision on the hinisters of

Industry's decision thc>t a meeting of the Africnn [,TO"ctp should bE: convened in

Vienna prior to the meeting of the Group of 77, in order to revie", and reaffirm

the common Africa.n position on the UlUDO Conference adopted at their seventh

meeting,. as well as to a[,Tee on its negotiating' strateg-J and. on organizational
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mCl.tters, including the rec,'Uest to the Secretary-General of the CAD and tile

Executive Secretary of ECA to arrange for such E\ meeting. The Conference aprr-Jved

the decision of the Nip-isters of Industry and their request to CAll and ECA

secretill'ia"ts to organize the meeting.

226. Sinoe the tenth meeting of the Conference of ~,inisters rold nineteenth session

of the Commission was the last one thCl.tMessrs. Booker Cl.lld Fakhreddine would attend

before their retirement, the Executive Secretary oonsidered it his dutJr to so

inform the Conference. 'rhe tt·1O officers had served the Commission loyally and

diligently for m81Y years. FIT. Booker joined the Com~ission in 1961 and

PIT. Fakhreddino in 1976. The Conference expressed its appreciation to the two

senior staff members of ECA secretariat mld Hished tllem good health and good

luck in the ir retire;nent.

Date an.d venue of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of HLinister's

and tHentieth session of ·the Commission (item 11)

2270 'J:he meeting Nclcofl1ed o,nd acoepted the kind invitc1tion by Guinea to host the

eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers 'l.nd ttfentieth session of the

Commission, at elates "GO be determined later. rrhe representative of Guinea

thanked the meeting for accepting the invit~tion mld exprossed the hope that he

tfould see all the l'linistors in Conkary I Cuinea, ill 1985.



D. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE

CONFERENCE AT ITS TENTH MEETING
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487 (XIX)" Haited ({3.tionG l'rnr.;::;po"-:," :'n,--.! Conur.unicaLions Decade i::1. t~frica

F(,,(';3.} ~_i:< its ~':cs()lution :~:J

C0uncil Tn~;oL~tlJ}'; ):;\-'7 l,L~' IIr) ,--.
of 19 Decc~tcT 1:77 ~rocl?iminq t},

(XI I I) 0 ;-::,')t r:J2.ry !. S '7~', '~conoFd C 1.~-1 ,J ~;oci8.1

29 July 197'1 cered GO'Lr::,l "2soi:Jbly resolution 32/160
:.rni tc«J :l'ltions TY.1DST1ort HC--1 Co'!'r-:.n:r!ic···tic\"1s

Decade lJ~. ,. '{'ricp,

o~ 2
Rec? 11 in,,!':11so

1, r 7. ,
its Te5 ').: ut 1 ();1S

ReJ:~~r:rinE to i~conQr:lic 'me Soci.nl Council r~soIJ.::tion 1'-:''',7./~;.!' of 29 J~ll'1 ~9;32

,:md~ Gnnc- rql ,'\':;sc;T:'81y r::::;oJL'.tiop 'S7/1!·T c~ 1.7 Jr;c.e:<~:·;eT '9~;2, GTl'," ,3:1/1S.} of }; ~';eccmter

19?'3,

Consider~Tt? t~')lt t111;.' pr0s:"Trnne of t~'l"-:: :~~C~c:tl i e ~n:'ciU~ 1"'{;S reg;'l'1Y ;.l(1~u5t'!!l<,;nt

durin,::; tho entLrc:'"'I'2"'dod of r.''";~-, Uec,;1{1_C;,

~'JOti71:"', ";ith sc;tj.:;f'lction th(,;,; ,,:~~..rGrt..:; m~ld,::.' :,y t:F' ~:'{(~o,,~·,;.tiVl~;

Commissio~ in;~he ,:,rl'TJCL.'i1tion cC t:~i' nros:t"::r::"T~c of t.he S0.C0n".:

t;y t~·,c COnf(~TC;ncc: o'~ ;'~inisteI'S of TranST'H)rt, (;rJr,'::',i),:--:l (,~lti0~S ::tn~'!

.s~;crot3ry of t'-;t;

"s'.-, ;::n(~ it~ aD:Jyoval
r.~t~,rnni~lg~

Further noti::-:,g wit''1 s:::.'.tisfact.ionf-18t -:::.l),::.~ ":"':Tctary-~ ::'ner'·l]. of t')e L;::~iti>J.

I'.]~l'tions ~'iJ~ T)!'o,,'i ...:r,8':, ::2\jn.,-~.s fol' ~:hl:~ l"reuarA.tie'!,l, __,(,1 {1"'f;8.niz,'ltiQ;; of -:':".1' ~Four tcch:1ical
consultntivc ~:',.-,('ti:1n:.-; ;.11Ti_D '>ti~ '::;.'')';-:0'',' ·"i,· ,,:,", (:!':Y[';"!"'-(;,

fi rst
S-2CO:V"

H;1vinr consio;; T,'ci. t',;-:: l":::c'.o:'-::,'t ',1:1 tJ,~ i!'~!l(': 'T<;nt';'.t'j (Yo'. of tilS

nhase of the lJecCJc',
y)h~sr' (1024-1n33),

;\'!)Dresi,'1ting th:.' c;ffor;~~; "'F1dE-~' t~,': :~xecAive -S8c.rC[:'lry ':of ·tl:~' Commission i~".

th·:) q'Jest f'Jr ,:'~'l:' ITi.<.,lJ;$ cf:1ot:iliz1'\l r'('-;,--:·'ur:~,~s ::;,-;_,,:uri-:-: intprnltion~!.1 'ssist8n':c'
for imnlf:,;r:cntinr. th·-3' SCC;CODf3 ~)h'"'-:;c: ~"!ro.f?r'"'.m.f'1~ .•

A:}Dr-;.~ci"!.ting furth~~~:c r.he (.::~'.11. i.',y t:j,--, CG'~if:rl:'nc,:' o·!:" ""fTic":) (.i'1isters o-t'
Tr:J..ns;;,ort~ ~C'm~'Ti:1i('·'.ti',".·"5 ·',fI/·1 r]:'·'·I:-';:.. \;~ -'Cl' , S ,:.r~T:r ~~l''l~':s~)OI't .'\-:1(' C:-l1'1');7'!unic.'ltio7'ls
Lecad'-,2 in i\(:::;:;:;:), ·~'.'.c ;"'F", .1.:.: cGrT.~l2t L,tsJY'·\.tc', ,::: ..i· i'-'P;·h.::-rl· :::f,' trq"lS'~b~~t "'n'l
C0!'1If\.~1j1ic2t:i.'Jns in:::r:~..~;ty-'~!Cturps, 'dhich ,1!'P c105(1)' li~l',:ed 1\,it:'1 t~u": (~-,,;v0J.01)ment ohj'3ctives
in ('.fric? ~:r'.c1. wh~.C}) ',.,1(';' >:1 I)t'1.-,\:T;,;isc h, i~:(.)r",':.l,',:t,;, ~lt th;~ :nc ..... ~ t;-, CT:'Y' ~t .....'T:'!1.~T)ort
~.n(~ Commrmj c,:;~ti.O:1.5 ;}:::c~:,d,.::' i:i !',f::tic::,

Cor~5id,:;~~ir:.? th,r::.t th..;~ ~~L'~ C:0:'1L~T8nC(; of 'inist':'rs h~~s 8n'~OrS8(: (l:L~ }'ogr.'1t1!TK' fer
the SOCC~Hl l\!l[!S8 c,f thu ,"nit~:;d N:-}.tio~:::; Tr:1~s"lcyt ?,~d CO!"':"'!1.uJ1ic,'1,.tions Jf":'c1,1(~ i'1 ;'\':f"i.c"'..
\qi t 1\ re,r;'~.:d to th~ tr~nSDort ".nd comruni r.::,tL)!1.'?, routes ~:C(':OJ:t_',2!::=: r:oriori t\-' :;"n 1'h(~ Ln.,,-:os
PLtp of t.c:tioT:· :1nc'~ f:':i..::1~J. r':ct of L'1S':05,
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s"Jcc:ess 1.c:l1iQv(,)(~. in iTD:Dlementi.nf the
;-'(,:y.:'",::c 1>::i;1"~' rn~_':k t,;",,:'T:::S th'~ full

J. NotAs \·'it;l satisf:O''c.::tion t;~<:: lr~vr:l o-r.
1?rn.'_:r~~n.r:I(; of the first D-f--,:.iS'-- -..-" ~h~; \~:.-'<::;:f:0 ".:~(:.

implam~nt').tionof th< ':)r001'~<":.~n.f\J for thr.'· s;;coY/ -:::)h--:.5-3;

2. E:'-:.6orsc.s 1'.',10 '::;YO?T~,:7\r:\:: cf tile

rJ(;C2d(' ,l'rmrcvf::d b)' tJl.i) Co-r.f'::;rc:nce of
:;_,~:.ct Pl:~nrdnr:: ~l"C' Cc)::l'l.:'YY; l~L _, (.';-\ JJ,'.

3-Jcon::: Drk:.$r' of
{~d.c.3n o,iL1:;.s·ccrs

t~'lU Tr,'lTiSflort
n f T~'~f'..nsport,

;1nd Cor~rn.mic(1_tions

CQrr~mun i c·:;. t ions

''ldor:,cs r ;~-~,{)lutinn E'::i\/U>:T~_ '::', /n,:>.~. ;'] ('"r the Cc,nf,?r,:;,v:cc' of
-;....:..,'-'-:-~~-'-:...::..::.,:;-:-:c:

ci' Tr,lT:~,D0:"::, ,c .. 1r:unic~l.tiorlS '~m;_' ,")':,::P,jU"l,:7 rncom:rn(';;}'.li-r;g t~2t ECr "

::',~ y':, s;:::' '-, C t.5 C} ~ :1 S \.: edT] <' L11i t ~~ (-:.1\1.:: ti o:~ ~,; ;'T:lnspoI't :In C, Communi C? ti ons
i.::~(";'.i(:_in;' ~.n 2.::--:' <:jO': ";nt. or t 1, ~-L:r~-~ ;·,:T~:'d.C '1:':1'; CIJ:"sult:"ti0DS Y;,ith

1. FLf,!h'cT

l\irican Minist(;~r::,

shoEld study tr.~:

D':'"2-J.dc· in /rric.:'
cenol'S;

''l. Takes not;; of ,1.::"1 the 1'0"\:: ')roj,-;':ts :}"'1 r rov(/': ;:v thr' Conff.?:r<:mccj of /\.frican
:/i:;.isters 8+ Tr~n.s·;o:::'t, Co~r:unic1ti0:r.(; '1f':f:: D}:-:-.-:-::li":',", ~8:0]T::-'e!"J~S th,; oncmipCT tIT:: oi:'
t 1jC i".frican COYlti:1ent ::Lrd invl__ tc~; ""ch ::,\::I~beT State: ;:0 :;T);-:,.. '~' 'il"" iD,~l<:"1ent8.tiol1 of th ..':
tra~'1SDort 8.nd cqmr:u"!11.r,f'.timl,'; l'oUtf-:<j ,'~cc:oTd("',::. '~'Tio~'i t'/ :1.:1 trl(- L:; :;o~; rl~'n of :'\ctio,n
8-nd FinnJ /.ct 0,(" L.J,E'Js;

(c~) to vL~orously TJurSw.' uv; .(~i71.~7"'cin'z of th,,~iT nt~ti')nC11 '('<Tojec'':s ?!1(~

~)rovi~". tlv' i_oc~ 1 cost c-ornnO".1';llts;

e--;; to fUITis1: t>,:': :::o:;,,~'~Li.ssion ,J.J1.(! t.h,~,. 1'.,'[1-:,"-;, ":f~e"1cir:s l'lith t:1C :1e:.(;~,snry

inforr,atio-;; -:r'; fin:-1':";r::td r: 8.n:-:-: ')hysic;:;, 8X1;'2,:'ltion r'" ;':Yf."iir:·:ts;

fi'l.':'cTicirl iY1stitutlQ('::> tG
'-:':0::1.5',)1 t;lt~\. VI::) fneet i:;l~'S on

'''.'!iT'~8l:,',!,:o, .~".:~ 'llj 111" trfl-r1S1JOrt
~'l.l->0n, ;.l'n;~ i,~1 partiC1J,l:r to

',l ti;,~':'ms tc ·\f"rir?p '::O"j:n,tTi,~';:'S for

6. '~r;pe~ls to rl"Y"l0T countTiE::3 1no. i7'~L Y"",:.ti,,·"
participat\ f'J,llv 1.~ \"lositively i,: tho;' U~TO tecJ-,.~'jJ-'

bTO,,~dc~stinJ SCndd.,:-"}(,,, .c"o'"Y' 1 t,~) T-c..1-;:r- 1'~' "",
schcdulf)d ror 20 to 2~: 1.1':)\'I';mber 1~~8'; l.t til r;'\ril'i.n
'f,rcviJc~ tec;1TliC8.1'1,r'.~ fLl'~;;(:i:11 }"'2S0'...;ru's OT: li::__;:'~
the imnl(--;.-:'1<:,,')'CJ-!tioT1 ro.f' t:k ~:;,"'conc n,:,::15C nrc'~-ro:\'" ~'~

7. /\0::,«\.15 Dne0 "lOTC tc do1","":~ cC'~.mtrl':"5 ~"'l1,~tiC";.::11 'iT'c'lLCil.l. i~l~;ti.tuti(}ns

to le':1ci sullst::ln-:iC!-l -;-~i:,::r\::ic.l ~;UDport ';:J~ the S'JCo;\,;i'-:hase nrogrnr.'lrr:c n.nd to accor rl,

particul,7..r Qtte;:"'':io~, to ttl,:; .s:'ir.("_p(':i.·i,~ ani! :i ""t11e''''>'''(C~+:;tH'''; ':If tTansnort ~n,~, c0:'1r11 micfltions
!"!r-oj ~~,ts aT th(: l:;.r~d-looL'Jd (;O~J":~tI'iI;jSi

B. Further a:,,:nc;"'~ls to 't·j ]'],t~::.:;~,~:: ~n~ "'i:lltil:J.·U~T"'l tcchnicrll Slssistanc,::: ,:!onoTs
:::n intcrnati,')nal Ein:lnci::,l insti t1.~tion5 to prr:\,j.r~c tht, ~>:0noT'1ic: Corunission for ~Tic:1

\"ith ,~x'Ji::rts \'-,l'ho VtO'_'lr:l C':.'J.:rTV oat ~1J';ci'!.lize-l rlctivi"ties of '[:.11(; JeC<lf'::'~ progr.:;.mrr...::;

I;. J~xnl'?~"sGS its "l..pr:ro-c:L1tiop to tl~ '3iJcret2.rv-{;8nl~~Tal ,.~~f th'~ Fr~i tG(' ~ ..lati::ms for
t;'l':': fin<lnci"lJ s:~'")r'JT-r_ ;,I~:i.C:-: \.., ;'-,.''15 Dr()vi:.~cr.l -»".1:' 'r,le' :'JTO"'1niz;.ltion 0f t'b,c -i,>:chaical
cO;'Lsul :J,ti Vt"; ~';,',;(:t~nf.s ::,!fl,'~ tee 'lr2-::Tr~ltio:', 0:( th~'~ secon3 ':1;1:1<:;0 of tile Dcc::.ci...:' L'ro~:r.::.mmc;
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10. Requests the: ,:)",)c'rc:t;;ry-GQ1~cral of th,:~ P:;i.ii:.;'('. hc'ttion.':; tv ;'lakc BV<Jry effort
to secure and. DTOvi(]e tl' the Economic C0:nmi'3s~_O'-i ~i;cr Afri,-:~_',. th(;:: acldi tion:-:':1 reSOl-TC€S

needed for t~lG ir'Dl;~nle~ta.tion of :lctivii-'ies ~fir}.Ed:;~t\:;:(l ire o':-~rativc D1.r'?~fTDnh 9 of
General Assuinbly n.'sc luti(~D ~'c/ l,:,O;

11. Furth(;y y.'~OJ_ssts ~JFJ S'2cTet.'lry-G,~'n0J>.;J'J:ft:'I-' 13r:i'!:cd l"!.'?tioJ\.s to n~J~~\

avnilable !') th.e i:concnic Commission £Ol' P<,Fri..c:a ~,-xffj_!:-:ien.t finanr:L~_l rC50'L'Z'C·;;S to
enabl::l it to intei1sify CC-i-tt"7l.Ct':,. ' ...,'ith~)ilat~.:r,;d o:nd 1~~1.1ltiL::.ter2.1 donors ;:l:1C i\f"':'ic8-p.
countries so as to uli"hi;--:':~"::e lJYOPCY nne: comnlr:;t~> ir:'~:<L,r.entati.on of tr :~eca('~~'; ',TPopr·:J:une
and to f]TIsure the pY';~lJ~r;:.<,ion of Teh::vc.nt fj.r.!~!1cirif. dOCU~;:Dt:; 8.nri nrom't)t foll~')\"''''';,1~;

on interest (;xiJress';';~']' by donors ana financL'lj ins1'.:i 1'~_;tions iT" fir!3.ncini: ;(;c?cc
DYoiccts durinq- tt::chnical c()nsult~];':iv8 !:'8c~tings:

12. Further- eX-Dresses its am;r:;ciation t'~' the ':..0J:~in~i,st:r:}t;)1' ()f the United
Nations ')evclopment Pr0?r'~mw.(-: for th(, fi~lan'ci;~1 sup-z:.r,rt which h~: hrrs b1'ovidc:d fr)l'

the prfmar.1.tion of th;' s('cond:,'u')'se 0f the ")r:c;~dc rror,rnmme Told ('or str0n~ tbenin­
the Decade Co....ordi;tatio;1 T)ni t;

13.\tmeals 8.1S0 to the ;\r:1ministr"'.toT of tl":fj United Nati.oTls Dnvu.lonme'T}t PX'oprpmmc
to contin~ to provicle funds.:o th8 Economic ;~r)l11~~ission for Africn durin!!, thE: Tw~t
programming. Cycle' to co:1c:ble prop"r moni tarin' ot the icmlement~tion "f the secow"
phase pTogT~n'lme and partiCu12rly for stT;.~net:henins tho h~:~c,'1dc; r:o-ordinuticn Unit:

14. Requests the Executive Secret.J.ry .'Ji? th:::

(a) in ccllsbor,~tion with other U::i c'~,~;-' ',1ntiGilS sn'-'cializec ,""'?eTlci'Js and
African intergovcrn)'T'\crt.'ll org.'1niz:1tior:~: to j(}.lntly c~g:=';.~1i:?:"~ co-rinancing ,,:,e'3ti"lgs
involvinf the apnTO?Y"iate number of dor~ors for cl~:':'t,J.i.l~ r3gioT:.",1 pl'oiects ~-l.~1':'

transport corridor ?rojncts;

(b)
institutions

to in-tc:1.si fy (''.'ff0rt~ to cr-·TJt(-1(:t ;~s ~:::'lV connr c0untrics and finarcia]
8.5 Dossi1-:1r~ '1'",(' 'prGIT:0te ~hG qPC,Ji.'.".' )-::2"'!nY:.lmrl£:;

15" Furtht:r re(1u~sts the EXJcuti ve Secret~y)' of the (oDmission to assist i,fric~n

member Stn.tes in '::;n~u::rj.;l::: nr0wnt follm,l-u".) of' int.•:rcst e~l'\T3SS(j(~ ~y d0f!.0YS in
financi!'g prcjocts jllrin;.' th:~ Te'chnicc:.J. c.ons'.lJ.-'-:".tLvi· ~'1cetings t:'v ;-'re:J:'!riTI[' rB1J,vant
project documents iT! ~)::u1k:1t;lc ~crniat {;Yt' s~'J:!l1;issi(:'tl tn tlF' various donnrs :-md.
financing institutions;

16. Requests tlH:; Executive .<:,eCT€t::.ry ()-!= t'!'"i l .-' ;_»r::issio:i t~, sutlt'lit to th~ si.cven'.:h
meeting of the Confnre;lcc a l)'!'ORT8SS r(·~port c''": ·th.e i:n~';lcmont!1tion of t~'1e secane;. r:.hr: ;e
pr::>gram"1e;

17. Invites the sp':cialized 1gencir:·s n:\: tt'. e ~JnitC'C: :In.tio:'1s to lend :10rt~ suppor- ,
within thsi r T0SPGcti 'lfe a1',;:,1.5 of C0ITnJctGnCc, tc Jr::;\i.n the disch8.i'lIe 0£ its o.uties
as the "1eao1gencyll rcsDonsi"t,le fJT co....ordinf'_tinr th,~ i~,lemcnt'ltion o£ the J~~caJ£

prosramme.
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488 (XIX). Devel.opment of th~~Afl'ican Remote :::~en,:3i.~"J Prcr;ramme

Notin-:r. ~-,Jith armresiat:ion the 3teps al:-ea:iy t:;lYen by -the Executive Secretary
as hiqhliqhted 5.n h:i.r:> biennial r(~por-:: for 1S·82-1903 tot'm.·~~ds t~e implementation
of its resoluticns 280 (XrLj of Febt·ua....:y 1975 OP th": intr:Jduction of remote­
sensing technology into pf:":,,ica ,':J,nd 31.3 (XlIIi 01:' nO-reh IS77 concerning the
establishlJ'!:cnt e-f:' <'l. remote sC:(lsinq !)rcgrarnrne in fricR,_

Realizing that the achi2Vern~H!ts reDortec. ir: th2 said r~port have been
accomplished through utilizinq i.1a.L11y extra-Luc.qetarl resources \>lhich, all along
have been inadequate for -the development of the .orograrnme,

Further realizing that as a r2sult. of inability to ploovide counterpart
financial resources to execute ~ilot projec~s in remote sensins applications
throuq-h the establish~ent of Hlodel r(~rnote s2nsinu centres which will clearly
demonstrate the ?ctentialities 0f the technolcQy for resource development
and re.tional utilization, notep.tial technicz:.l co-operation partners are unwilling
to make available their eXD8rtise and financic.l aic .•

Conscic~s of the benefits to te derived fro~ the applications of remote
sensing to co~munications and natural resources development and to th~ solution
of many of the ~henorrena affectin~ lfrica's social and ~conornic development,
especia.lly those cOl1cerninq dcs~rtificatio:'1, crough'l, environmental monitoring
includinq ea:::-lv \'Jarni.n;l svs-:ems and pollutiotl_, as'tiel: as .i:\frica I s long-term
development,

Recal1inq also t.:he relcvar,t recommendations e.dopted b'{ the United Nations
Second Conference or~ the }~~(p'¥or3.tion. and PCc.l,ce:E'~:_J. r,;sps c,f Outer Space (UNISPACE-82)
concerning the role of the Unit~d Nations 3nd Darticularly the allocation of
adequate resources to the reaiC'n"3.1 comm1.ssionsir,vol-"ed i.l1 the development of
soace technolOGY an"lic2.tions, 11

~indful of resolutiot! 37/9(J adoptee by the Gener:11 Assembly during its
thirty-seventh session conc£r;lin? th8 Seccnc Unit~d Nations Conference on the
Exploration and 1?eaceful fJses of 2ut.er Sp&ce 1

1. Urges all mel~)€~ Staces of the ECQ~c~ic Cc~nission for Africa to give
moral, political, material ~nd financial SUpD8rt to the African Remote Sensing
Programme;

2. !teauests the enited i-:!a.'c.ions l~c{'lnomic and Social Council and the Secre~ar'7-

General of the fJni tee J,~ations to nrovio.e adcana.t(~ resourc~s, on regular basis, to
the Economic Co~mission for P,frica for the implewentatio~ and development of the
African Refl"'.ote Sensinq Prot:rrarr,me.

y Final Report UNISPl,C,,-82, 1,/CONP.lOl/10, paras., ·133, 134 and 437.
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Th~~onference of Ministers,

B~c&lli~ its resolution 367 (XIV) of 28 March 1979 which, inter 'alia,
requ'3s~::ed t:h8 Execut.~.v:; 3s'..:re~ary of tre Commission to start negotiations with
the host tJov02rnr,~-c:n'~~j to nodi fy the statutes ~overnin~ the Regional Institute for
PopulRtion Studies (RIPS) ;)nc the Institut de formation et de recherche demogra­
phiql1es (:t:FORD) ·~:o mu}u.~ them regional in characte:c and to enable all the countries
served by th·2 iil:o.:tii:':..ltes to take fell part in their me.nagement and financial
supc::>rt;

Recal~inq further General Assembly decision 37/444 of 21 December 1982
which ap':"J:::oved the 8:;r,enctE:d statutes of both institt:', ..8S,

'l'aking 110t~ ,')f the generally expressed need hy the Demoqraphers I Corr~i ttee
of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers for
facilities for middle-level training~

Awa~e of the continued need of African countries for demographers and of
expertis'2 t.O ensure the integ:,,:ation of po'pulation variables in African develop­
ment planni~lq,

T2king note of the orecarious financial state of IFORD consequent to
regiollalbation which '.s due to the insufficiency and irregularity in the
receipt of c0ntri.Dutions froIt the member States j

~c::~(ii~5:L '[lote also of the issues raised by United Nations Fund for Population
Activitiefj (U1~",PI\) Evalna'tion Missions and the efforts being made to resolve them,

~o~~ed about the reduction in UNFPA funding of the training institute
and tho po.~~ prosl?E>cts for future funding of the institutes;

Con~!ous Gl: the economic crisis of unprecedented proportions which the
Afrit::n:"1 cor:ntl~i'7.S er.? r'XT!'2:,-:'.·:;;acin9 and the efforts ",.,hich t~·;,ey are making to
overc-:.'me -;~:h~.2 c::L::.~..; ane th~ .:-l800. of these ccn..::.1t:·je.::: for increased international
sr~PPoTt;

i. Ur0e~ African Governments to discharge their responsibilities to the
institEtes by p(1r::icip&~:.:ing fully in their management and by paying their
CC::ltri..butians U~CGmpt.:_ y ;

2. i'U'-thSI u:::qes the l\frican representatives on the Governing Council
of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention
of ths Council the concern of African countries on the reduction in the funding
of the institutes and to apneal to the Council for continued suoport to the
instit:ut0,G a·:: .'.eust d.t their 1983 levels;
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3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to work out in
conformity with the statutes of RIPS and IFORD an equitable system for
determining the contributions of the Member States to the financing of the
institutes;

4. ReQuests also the Executive secretary, in conjunction with the
training institutes, to examine ways of orqanizinQ ad hoc middle-level training
courses for the benefit of member States;

5. Draws the attention of the Governing Councils and Advisory Boards
on Studies of the institutes to the need for lookin~ into the issue of harmoniz­
ing the curricula of these institutes;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore possibilities of raising
funds from donors to support scientific research projects of the institutes.
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490 (XIX). Infrastructure Posts for the ECA Secretariat in the Field of
Population

The ECA Conference of l~inisters,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 which
called upon the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to assist,
when requested, in further developing and strengthening national and regional
facilities for trainin'~, research, information and advisory services in the
field of population,

Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV) of
18 Nay 1973 in which the Council expressed the desire that the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, in the elaboration of its plans and programmes,
should take into account the resolutions adopted by the regional economic
commissions in dealing with the population problems of areas covered by them,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations System
which in section IV of its annex requested that the necessary authority should be
delegated to regional commissions and adequate budgetary and financial provision
made for their activities,

Further recalling the report of the second session of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 11 which, inter alia,
deplored the decreasing share of assistance being made available by the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities to the regional commissions for demographic
data collection, processing, evaluation, analysis and dissemination,

Aware that the regular budget resources to the ECA's population programme
have now been considerably augmented thus reducing substantially the contribution
of Ul:FPA to the substantive activiries of ECA in the area of Dopulation,

Draws attention of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to the
priority which African nations accord to population redistribution, urbanization
and migration "ithin their overall population programmes, and the central role
of population variables in development planning,

11 E/ECA/CM.8/22.
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I. Urges the Governing Council of UNFPA and the Executive Director to
reactivate effective 1 January 1984 the two 1'3 and one local level posts which
were frozen effective 31 December 1980, for use by ECA in the implementation
of its work programme in the area of population estimates and projections,
population distribution and urbanization, until such time that regular budget
resources are made available for these activities;

2. Appeals to the Governing Council and the Executive Director of the
UNFPA to enhance the capacity of the Commission to implement effectively its
population programme by reactivating the two P3 and one local level posts
mentioned in operative paragraph 1 above.



491 (XIX}.

•
"I~ lementation of
Deoade for Afrioa

amme for the Industrial Develo ment

,.
The Conferenoe ~f MirUsters,

,
Reoalling; General Assembl;y resl'lution 35/66B ef5 Deoember 1980 by whioh

the General Assembly deolared the period 1980-1990 as the Industrial Development
Deoade for Af~ioa; and resolution 36/182, Seotion II ef 17 Deoember.1981, >

37/212, Seotion II, ef' 20 Deoember 1982 and 38/192, Part II ef 20 Deoember 1983;'
all on the Industrial Develepment Deoade for Africa, . .>' ,> ,

ilecalling also EG1\. resolutions 442 (XVII) of 30 April 1982 on the .fl'\rmulation
and implementation of a prograJ1hne fer the Industrial Development Decade for Al'rioa
and 446 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 en the implementation ef the Industrial Development
Deoade,for JUlrioa, '

Welcl'\ming resolution CM/Res. 941 (XL) adopted by the OAU Counoil l'f Ministers
at its 40th session held in .Metis Ababa frl'\m 27 February te 7 March 1984,

Having oonsidered the report of the seventh meeting ef the Conferenoe ~f

Afrioan J¥Iinisters ef Industry held in ,..delis Ababa from 26 to 28 March'1984 and
resoluti"n 1 (VII) on the implementatien ~f the Programme for the Industrial
Development Deoade for Africa adopted at that m"eting,

Taking into considerathn the information
aotions taken at the national, subregional and
implement~tion of the D~cade Programme for the
enoountered,

provided by delegates en the
international levels en the
IDDA wld ef the various oenstraints

"

Conscious ef the urgent need for seme member States te intensify their
efferts in the implementation of the activities outlined for the Preparatory
Phase of the Deoade Programme and f"'r ethers to launch activities for the
implement~tion phase,

Reiterating the need to aooord prierity to the development ef strategic
oore ind.ustries that provide intra- and inter-sectoral linkages and essential
inputs for the preduotion and processing of natural resources, espeoially food
and agricultural produots,

Convinced of the nead to undertake ol'lncerted actiens for the mobilization
I'If financial resouroes, including'''teohnical assistance from the Secretariats ,f
the OAU, ECA and UNIDO and other African and international ..rganizatiens end
bilateral and multilateral donor agencies fer the implementation ef the Decade
Prograrmae,
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1. Endorses the sUbregi~nal initial intebTated industria~·pr~moti~n

progl'ammes adopted at the four subregi.,nal meetings erganize~ on, the pr"m"thn
of intra-African industrial c"-operation "lithin theframeworr..f·the IDDA and
l'equests the Secretariats Ilf OAU, ECIJ. and UNIDO to synthesize .and print the
programmes into a single document f~r distributirm to all Afrioan c"uiJ.tries and
inter~vernmental organizati0nsi,

2. Commends tl!", eff"rts ·macie by sev8r~.1 I:lOr;lber Ste-tes· a.lld ·in""rgove;nmental
.,rganize-ti"ns in the implementation ~f activit ies during the preparatory phase
of the Deeade pr9gramme as refleated in doc1l.':1ent ID/B/313(EC4HD/CIvII.7/1iP/1);

3. Calls up~n ~ther member States and IJ.frican intergovernmental and nen­
governmental organizations t~ intensify their efforts towards the accoQplishment
of the priority actions to oe undertaken during the preparatory phase of thp
Decade Progr~nme as ~utlined in document ID/310 and to provide information en
actions taken tc the OAU, ECIJ. and U~IDO Secretariats tc enable their Joint .
Committe~ to more effeotively 80nitor the implementRtion of the Decade Pr~gramme;

•

1(. Calls on membe'r Sta.tes and relevant intergovernmental: organizations•to undertake urgent measures to endorse the SUbregional integrated industrial
promotion pr4grammes, including the allooatl.,n of -tho neoessary resources, as
,,1811 as ~ther follow-up acti·Qns reoommended for the effective implementation
of those progre.mmes, to this end;

•

••

(a)" Stresses t':le need for member States to provide financial and human
:resoUrces· for oe.rryinc; ou, pre-investment activitiEOs related to subregional and
regional projects uhich constitute c. necessary conclition f4r the executi4n ef
th:Jse projects;

(b) Urges member Stutes to undertake all necessary measures for:
•

(i) Strengthening indigenous capaoilities in consultanoy,
technoloGY, e'ltrepreneurship, skilled nanpower develepment
and negotiations;" .

(ii) Consulto:tions e.mong themselves to 9-gree on trw mode.Utiea
for co-oper9-tion including marketing ~ld financing
arrarlgenents as well as on the prinoipal proQoter for
eaoh prtJject;· •

• (iii)
•

The identificaticn, producti4n and development of looal
raw material3 and tnerg;y resources as inputs 'for the
identified projects;

(iv)

(v)

The promotion of trade in raU materials, energy and manufaotures;

Technical consultations ~n joint investment pr4motion of the
identified projects, including the use of TCDC/ECDQ arrangements;
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(0) .tl''u.rtheT ur,gcs j;";0lLib,.::;I' ~~-bato~,~ t .. ,:~.~[:;'''::';:; 0X'~d. C~lCOura.g'8 .1oIr~c,:uJ. entrc­
pren8~lT8J iIldllstriJ,li2t;3 2Jlcl i~i~,Yk3t.i.!1(; ~;"''1d. distribat ing "-C(\n;pfillies tf"\ il1tons ify
their contribution tc inv,-'S'CLcat promotil'11 '.::.nrl i~:lpl\;.'m(~n-cation. of the national
and rnultinationc..l pro~i8'.::.tEi ,~r:.1

(d.) L:.~/i t c- 3:":~·';"-:'. ~~L·-:;l ...t=-f' L; ~-i. i:~~;j ·.;::r G0VGrl1j;I(;~.L·L c,:~ ,\r:S'::,n.~.z ..?L.\;i ODC L"1 e aoh Gub­
region concernect' witL ind:lstrial d.evel0p.ment to e2t':lblis.~ co-()rdi..1'lo:ting c.,mmittees
On tl18 Ij):J':i for- c;~,Gh :J";__b:::'(~,-~"i'.Y(~ _,2.lJ~. c''L:.'o-S'Jcto:,:J. ·h.:::,::,.-: __'.0 -:c 1"n,:-tt08::; t{, 2.S3~St

in the ooo-ordi:l&tion, prOi,iotion and L.01J.iterinc nf thG ili;f'1'jw8ntc':.tif"\~'1 of the
multinatio~~l )rojectsj

5. . HeCO~"ir.E:end.8 til''l,.t ~n 0rclor '[;9 t.:.Jcc adv~mt':.16'e of oool1f"1mic:s of scale,
market SCljpt;, c.nd -J.cbi8VG il1tcsT,:~tec:. cl;Dvelop:n2nt r certain indt<.stries Elich as
met&llurcical, pE:;i,;ro-ellemicCils 2-11cl l:c::;,vy eY.i.gin80ring should. "t)E"; cl<:::".8cified
ro giol13-1 i G-iillers s;~c.h an'-=, tuild.i~lG industries '( irJ.cludiils' CE::,;8l1t) t spare pc.rts t
C1-t,'To-bo.setl, .. :;-:.,e-rio"J.ltur~11 i!:lplor.:ent S (c:xcluding ,~-~8C'..VY ;J,,~icultlU';::~l tr:}..otorg),
ollewic'31s (L"'1clu.J.inC bc..sic c~lerJ;icals), precision (:n'ginE.:Grii""lf, ph;:::.rm::1oeuticals ~

non-iTI8t.),11io Tnincr,:;.l product~J, 8I;,Cl",;y-S;j"vinC hlQ.1.l.GtriG8 ,J..ncL clectric::..l and
electronio illcl-:,.i..:.::'try, ;~t_oulcl~);'j 012,8;;; ificd ~iubr(;girm<.11i

6. \~-olcon,es tn:;; initiJ..tivBS ta2C(jll tf) pr0!'1~;:t8 co-opcration bst:,'e8:a Latin
Americs.ll 3,~;cf":frican cf)ur.l.-~riGs emu ."lr;~~2illizz:..tions in t!~(j imp18Dontati0n ~f thE:
D8C8.-d(~ P:rogramniE:: c1nd. r8rfl,ll:'j;::,-~s ti-i.':; Sccretari;;:.ts of tho O.:~U, EC~i ~::::ld i.JNI'DO to
launch sililila.r initic.ti~i0;-,y;itll ether regions t~ \;118 dev61~pinG' c<"'UIJ.tries
within i:1":'8 fr2.Jf'cH'1rl<:. of TG:DC/ECDC ,~,~[-; Hsll '~,? l,,rithin tb3LJJJIDO ;),y-st2l;, of
Consultu.-~ ions ~

7fl Calls c.LD'"'l1 rlOITJlJvr StxLec s..ud iJ:l:ter':::l1veT:0..Ii'.cnt::11 01' -:O""Yl::.~atiol1.G to examine:
their ~ilf;oing [J.-lld, fnt 1.1Tc indu,-"tri~l progr~.~J1mE.:[~ ::.'cr~d. iclcntif;y aad. rend to '~hG

SecretLU'i,::di3 01' tl-1'3 O~I,U. :~'J.... :~~.;,;:_ Ui,::D8 p::....... O~)O;]2~:.:·.: .:."J- ·":~':)":"'...-'..;':;lO:·.. l~,. the. progrwme
of o..o"tivities cJ,lled for ill 'p:~razr3,pll 8 bolow ~

Be ~1.egu(;st?. th:.: So-::)rG-c,:..;;...·i::::.t.c of th.::.; }l;Cp~f O':1.U 'J..:i.'ld JNIDOto prepc..rc, '1n
the;; "b<.1Dis of the iniii;:.~l in-~I;~tTo.t.c..ci i:i.l::'1J.stric~.J.. projilotio~l progrunmlc[-; [<lct iri
con~-~ul-t~:;,tj--"D 'i,~itL ;!':J;;>~".'~~ ..J ~< '(j\C" l',<J.. 'S\T:-~il ~ i:;'-c~r.:;"" V( TYi;~~i>,:.tl,l "\:.-';giJ.ni;3a:tioi.1u,
propofjals for ':' oo:-;:,pri:011c,Y'l8ive ]rOer'8.um(~ of ::;.Gtiv:.t:ic:~' t; co ·il.ndeY"t.::-..J-;:en ,:.;,t the
l1.at ior.:.al, z,~n';:,rLgio~1;J.,1 O~'l'i i.::.:..-c 8rl:.'-.t iJ~F.:.l ie-Ie 1:; r') ~ _~:) i '-lr.LI ;:':~>::"l~:t '),"t. ion }l~li:1SC

of the Decade P::!"'oc:;r',JJ;:';i,Gi

9,. ~;xpres;JE,',~; i"ss z"J)rI':::ci0..tiol1 .jC; t;>~ 0::itcd. ~L?~ti'~,ns GC:lGTJ.l ~':,sSGr',11y fl1r
its rlocision 'tr: r;l,llocs,t~; to ~I:~I.:JC c'-US "i L'lillio~~, :['01':-:1 t"::<-..;; rf:i;"'c.lla.r buG-get of the
UnitcdlLl,tions lOT 2..sc,;i2t~J.CS in 19;:4 to .;,,,fricJ..j,l oc:,:;,:-~"~;,i:~s ?cHel iI~:tQr':',"'Qverl1mBntal

~r.ge..nizs..ti6~1S i:;;. "t~10 for:":u.l2.-tion al1cl i;-'<plc.,.-:.-ntati0r: of their 1:Toi~'rc,,;n:;'!22 fer the
IDlt... and. appei::.-'l G to!loti"lt3 J:li'tou li'D,tio~l~-) G8J.:~31.'c~1 :... s::::e~l-iJl~r ":'GO •.:;~u::..:·t2;ntially ii'i..Orea':;G
this allocatioll to e;,Il ,,,:x:.':'1'J.alli~li;:;'J.:~ levGl of > u;illiol1 ::,.tJ.C- [0T' k::.c .s,llocatinn
to be p'U.t on P....::TiT,::W.18:'1t 'j::.Gi;c:;. ro t~li3 en(l, 8. :-:-ii,:ilc.;;c c:.rra:cice:;:ent ::"hould.be made;
for the Econm:iic i~;o;~'!missio~: for _1.i'I·ic,::;~ t'J C::1G-ulE it o:ncJ. i-~;; hEJLPOG2 to (,~s[;ist member
Sta.tes :...t i3ubr8ci0n:ll lev'21 L~ t,'18il" consult<=.-...t:Lo:l>::--:, ?,sgotiatio:'13 r~~1(l in-..r..e.stment
promotion c,r lYI-u.lti-8ol.Lnt:ry prOj8cts~
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10 0 ;'l81com88 \lith c~ppr'00ic.,1J~Oi':' -ellS gerL?I'C\J.S liuCh"'"1cial coniribution m3.de
by a nrunbcr of COUl1tricL to EG,;'lt UHIDO a..Y1d sO,;"!G ..:..fric&x.i. regional oontres for
tne implell":ent::Ltiol"'.. o:;:~ ::;.,r.:::tivi"tic;;,:-' J:'cl::lter:L to tl:-''; D:<;2,d:::; ~

11. ?xpro3s2 ~ts r1ppr8cic,tiC'!1 te t~1'2 iLt'ric:;!l C~."our ~.t ~Jnit8d lTatiolls
Head.qU2.I't8r;? fe:c ~t3 COjli-,;(;J.ld.,;.jl~ (;L:Cl't~~ Ll .:sccuri:(!.c,,· tIl';': ;.::"lOO,l,;(iio~l ('f the
~US 1 millio11 l~cfcI'r3d to in P,],I\lGT~~T,:'1 9 :1bcvo, ~;.:ld ~(;::;~l.~2:.,tS tlh; Group to
intensify i--~s <::fi"')rt:~; -;;'iti' '0 ~.~i-~:-,,· to i30C~i~lg E'. S"-1.;X~ ~:;:',l~":':l'- i.ncTe'128 of
reSOtu"o0S)

;2. Rcitc:rat,~:.:; -0;13 I'8p8:.,tL'cl :~,,~:=:h,;c,l:':' :f!::::'d.c -co 'G['i0 :!..ntcrn.:::.,-;~ion?"l CO~;i:1Ullity,

particulc..rly th8 L~l"j])P t ;Ior Id EarL.e, ..'1l).J, OPEC FUY1U., ~'~j.:OE. .. and. other illternat ional
organiz.:l.tiollS, r:r<.lltil;::,tcr,J.,l J~d.t-ilD.-li8l"'al a{;cncies dnd. financial it\..siJitutions to
ir:..cre:.::.;;:;::: 9..nd iEtonsif;;r t::wir t::::cl:.nic2-1 and. fLlc....'1ci2vl .~SSist2.Ece ("'Ii: preferential
conditioi"..S, to ..:.~fric8:,l: cOl.:.J:1tricf..~, DrJi ii'::.tcrZovcrnLll.__":ntc:l 0rganizc:tiC"l1s il;, the
formulation s..nd. i,n)18r;1t~mt2.tioll of tJ:E:ir probT,:Xj-,-r:c::, i'or the IDIti 2.nc-;' 02.11s ~n

merllDcH' Sta-;es to joirl. und. iIlcrs,;.o.[:c til-cir con-criautions to t:'iC ~'i.l'riC2"l1 Inuw::trial
Developr:lcnt Fundi

13. rE;1U.l~8 t~IG ~urican Develop;aon"t })2vnk 101' Ge.TEi2rklng ..,dS 1 Jillion in
its 1932-1986 PI'O&T,JJn:'J~~ period for il,'l.dustri2-1 project::> e;.1G. 2;C\Dc':;vl~ to the Ban.1<: to
0,110'1'1 interested. ii;'2n-;!JCr St,~1tv;--; to b':)rr01-'; f~'-'oj); tLO~--:8 fur:d.s f 0~1 fG,vour:::,olc tsrms,
far il:..vo2tL18:::lt, i:"ltcr il1ia, for ;:-i-uGtinl" tllCil~ equit.;r fc'~,"CX'GS iE 2'J.brG£ional
projects, th;;: prcp:).I'o.,tion of prt;-iLvccti:,,::;;.rt Gtuc~ic.::;, ~:~~,d. for -th,:; iuple:nenJ(i2..tion
of subregional P1'0j(-;Ot:..:.~:

140 C0112;ci::tul),t\2.;'J. tll.e Sccr<3tn.ri2.t::' ....,1' tlLj C~:\'J, bC~i ,:md 'LJ':·:IDO £\-)1' -bhc
effort3 ::l:3"d8 in s ..:-'P}101't of the S!.ctiOll;:; t:.-j:::Cll 'uy .LlIrica,n o01.llltrierJ '.lncl inter­
goverl".:.faent2.1 o:rg~niz(;."ti()n3 in tli.e ii-:-,r;1(:;;.j~;nt2.tioil 'if t;'l8 pI>iority D,ctio:1S
identified for -~L8 Pl.~(;l.,X:_tT8.tOl'y lJ:G:::'~L: oi.· "t_~;j .DGG:....c..,,:;; :l?rooTJ.;;:';'-:IG, ~'i0100i'1s3 the
O-ctionfJ taker;. tc }~:rOiTotc -t:·;.d IDD~~ not 0l-i..J.y \..-it~li:"1 bi)..t 2,1::.30 outGiC~G ~;.fricE1" and
in view of 'i.l~c lirnit.:;ci. resu.lts ::.:0 f~or' ;'Jcl::.ievs0.. £8crUC;:"ts t':101il to (~Xpv;.ld.,

publici~e c>..nd i~~t(;n:.::;ifJ- t.Leir ?",snjJ::;,t:::~Ece to ... l.friG;:'_,~1 couJltricr:~ &..'1.d in,ter­
governm8nt2.1 org::;.:r:.i~<:;,tioi.:E L: tlv i::::rJle:-,l,=:c:..tc-"t;io:~ of 1~~-1e Driorit~:'" actions for
tllG pr-':::Qo.J.."s..-l;or:/ ..),~ -!~_~\..... .J..-'0::,L, E\'C't:;.2'al~lJT;··::'i'::'., t(;"~:>:.::;I,::' 0:'_1 t~'l-?: OOi;1iLi-tmentof
Flember States, tn Gc:rry 0ut the ~::ol:"Gi.i"-;.lP 2octionc foY' the i;:~plGr;'18!1t:.."tion of
proj8s-Gfl i:c.'.clud.e<l. ir~. tn~j :: 0(1.:0.' f' -'l)J:·c,:-~io~".c~·Ll ini'cl:;";,l i::''.i:<:::[T"_tt.,l1. ind'J2t:r-ia.l
promotion prob7'ar:liTlS;; h"i~L oL:'pl'~s,[;i~:: E.;.ocordcd to '021':;:

initial
tll,-, pr-ojectJ 0<",nt:::.,Lll>i

j)roiDotion :prl')er~iL~'I02 ~

fOlIT 8ubrogional . .

('0) Zo:rii;Llation of iiJ.rlu2tri~~,1 8"tr=:bcbi(~0 E'..l1d policie~J D_na olabor0..tion
of ind.ustrie:-l "~:1Gt8:(, pla~B '.-iith lJarticul&.T (' ,::ph2.sis O~l tue dcvcl,qplT'cnt of
str~tegiG oore indU2tries &1d support ar0~s1
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(0) Development of industrial manpower, espeoially soientific and
teohnological capabilities, inoluding the !llobiliza-tion of Jifrioan oompetencies,
both within and outside the continent, for the implementation of the Decade
Programme;

(d) Promotion of intra-,ifrican co-operation within the framework of
existing or future intergovernmental org~~izations, espeoially i~ respect of
trade in raVl maerials o.nd manufacture i

(e) Development of traditional and acquisition of foreiGll technologies;

(f) Mobilization of financial resourcesi

.(g) Development of cr;ergy, technology, equipment and appliances;

. (h) Survey of Afric~'l demand/supply requirements, especially in the
strategic core industries and support cu-eas as an input into the pr8paration
of an industrial map of jifric~i

(i) Prep11ration of 2Jld circul<1tion to all member States a directory "f
nat'ional, subregione.l and regional contras d8a.ling 1i~-ith industrial and
teChnOlogical stuclie s 7 and

(j) Continued promotion of the Decade Programme not only ,lithin but
also outside iifrioa.

15. Directs the Follow-up COi:lmitt88 on Industrialization in Africa to
undertake, at its next meeting, a careful examination of the proposals presented
by the Secretariats of Ol.U, ECA and lINIDO On the comprchonsiv0 programme of
activities called for- in operative paragraph " aoove teldng into account the
pr-ogress achieved md the problem encountered during the preparator-y phase,
and transmit them, along ",ith its recommendations to the eighth meeting of the
Conference of African NL'listers of Industry, for- consideration and ~pproval.



492 (XIX). African Industrial Development Fund (f,IDF)

The Conference of ~inistersl

Recalling resolution 1 (VI) section D(b) (v) adopted by the Ministers of
Industry in November 1981 on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, which
inter alia, called on all member States, to strengthen the African Industrial
Development Fund as one of the mechanisms designed especially to increase the
ability of ,nember States to raise the large financial resources needed for the
implementation of the Decade Programme,

Reaffirming the recomMendation contained in resolution 2{VI) also adopted
by the Conference of African Ministers of Industry at its sixth session, particularly
'nith resuect to the strict appliciOtion of articles 13 and 17 of the Constitution of
the Fund, which stipulates that the Fund should have, as its supreme authority, a
Board of Governors comprisina the Ministers of Industry, while its management is
carried out by the ADB secretariat for a period,of five years, after which period
the Fund's Board of C~vernors would review its final and definite structure,

Recalling resolution leI) adopted at the meeting of Plenipotentiaries on
the African Industrial Development Fund in Addis ,Ababa in October 1979 authorizing
the Executive Secretary of the ECA to negotiate with the ADB a management agreement
for submission to the Board of Governors of the ~JDF for appr.oval,

Noting .'ith satisfaction the results of negotiations bet.,een the ]'.DB and the
ECA which place emphasis on the principal responsibility of the Board of Governors
consisting 0<' Ministers of Industry in defining th,e aims, objectives and policies
of the Fund,

Taking note that with 15 member States having signed or ratified the
constitution of the AIDF, the minimum number of 12 has be~n attained, thus
making it possible for the; Fund to be operational,

1. Invites those member States, which are not yet members of the AIDF, to
accede to its constitution as soon as possible and appeals to those member States
which ratified the constitution of the Fun~ to pay their contributions;

2. Reauests the ECA secretariat to disseminate information on the constitution
of the Fund to all member States ,lith a view to enabling the Fund to expand its
membership,

3. Agrees that the African Development Bank should undertake the management
of the AIDF under the policy direction of the ~!inist,ers of Industry of those member
States which are members of the Fund in their capacity as members of its Board of
Governors;

4. Requests ECA, in co-operation with OAU and mIIDO, to finalize with ADE
the detailed management agreement for consideration "nd approval by the Board of
Governors of the ADB and of the AIDF.



493 (XIX). Crime Prevention and Criminal ,Justice

The Conference of lIinisters.

Recalling the Caracas Deolaration adopted at the Sixth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the T~eatment of Offenders and endorsed by the
General As~emhly in its resolution 35/171 of 15 December 1980, in which the need
for the streqthening of efforts dnc activities at the :!:egional and subregional
levels in crime prevention and crL~irtal justice was emphasized,

Having considered the report of the African Regional rreparatory "Ieeting for
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Pr:evention oi Crime and the Treatment
of Offen.ders,

Deeply concerned about the increasing criminality of different forms and
dimensions in many African countries, 'Hhich is h2.vir.g an adverse impact on the
social, economic and other aspects of lives of the people of the reqion,

1. EndorsEs the report of the African Reqional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations ConGress on the Prevention of Cr~me and the Treatment of
Offenders::

2. Urqas ~ember States to ccns~der crime prevention and criminal justice
in the context of ove~a~l development, to encourage the exchange of data information
and experience, joint activi.ties for tra.3.nino an.G resaarch .. demonstration projects
of a bilateral and !nultilateral na.t.:.lre, agref:!ments on the provision of human,
financial and Material reSOurces and the conveuing of regional and subregiopal
seminars involving the variOt15 T'JC:::'li+-. i .8S ':Jf -:,pc}1?;,),cal ",;v"('pc::ation, anc. to involve
the scientific and professional non-gcniernmental orqanizations that are active
in the field of crime orevention ana. crimino: j1:!stice;

3. !\ppeals to the Sevanth United !'~a.tions Congress c.m the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenc1e:r.s to G1.~.pportF t.hroug-h it.s decisions, the efforts
of African countries in fighting prcblems relatinq to the growth of criminality;

4. Requests the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treat~ent of Offenders to support the uP?ointment of a United Nations
Regional Adviser for the African RegloIi in the field of Crime prevention and
criminal justic9;

5. Invite~ the United Nntiop.s and all United Nations ngencies to give all
assistance possible to !1.frican Stat:es in their 2fforts -to achieve a concerted
socia-economic develoDment \'Ti thin the fr2.7'lework of the Lagos Plan of r.....ction in
order to improve the livina cono.ition" 0';' the peot)le, theretiy reducing crimo
tendencies resulting from noverty, unemployment, overcrowded slums, etc.
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494. (XIX). International Youth '!e;'l.r: Participation, Development, Peace

The Conference of r'1ini5,~e:rs,

Convinced of the ih,portance of the full imt:lementation of the specific
programt'18 of measures and acti1rities to be unde:"'°taken prior to and dur.ing the
International Yo"th Year (]1j35/215), as well as of the recommend?tions endorsed
by the General A.ssembly in its resoll1tion 37/48,

Recognizin-:r. that tLe pr-eo~lation for the observance of the International
Youth Year will contribute co tne reaffirMation of the goals of the New Inter­
national Eco!"l.omic Or::'er and \.:.0 the irn!=;lementation of the International Develop­
ment Strategy for the Thirc1 Unit.ed [::ations Development Decade,

Convinced of theirnt;l8r2,tive need. to harness the energies, enthusiasm and
creative abilities of yout~ to the tasks of the implementation of the Monrovia
Strategy and the Lasos Plan of i\ction for economic development of Africa
including the Fine,l hct of i,ugQs,

Aware that, for the Internat:io!lal~ You~:h Year to be successful and i.n order
to maximize its imoact and vracticaJ. efficiency, adequate preparation and the
widespread su,?port of governr.1entrj t 0.11 specializE~d agencies, international,
intergovernmental and non-qo\'!'ernmental organi~/'ation5 and. ~:he public will be
required,

Taking note \</i til. al?pr8ci(~tion of the Report of the Economic Commission for
Africa on the Si'ouation of African Youth ~n tne 1980s (Document ECA/SDEHSD/IYY/
83/~1D. 2 and the. ~~r0r~. of t:hs rpg:~o.'1a} I::oc:otip.q cr: t:tc I:.ltzrnational Youth :lear
(E/ECA/CH .10/28) including the ::elJi0nal plan of ac·t.ion on youth, and congratulat­
ing the ECP.. for posi tive O..L"ierltat.1.0n of thesE do::uznents,

Hindful of the €.xisting cO'-cpera~ion ar1:'nncrempnt between the executive
secretariat of Eel", ap.o. the g8.neral sec}::etariat of th~ OAU,

1 ~ :~E3£E.~_f':.E. the C0!1cJ.usions and recoJn.1'nendations Ii13.de in the t_wo above-
mentioned documents and reQuests the Executive ~ecretary of the Econorric
Commission for Africa ~o l'rins them co the notice of all African countries, with
a view to implementing tllC recoTrme,nc.et:.ions contained L1 the Regional Plan of
Action on Yout.h and :cbqionul co-operation tor "Lhe Interhational Youth Year;

2.
n"tional
national

I..!,?vites all l,frican Stutes, ~vhich have not already done so, to set up
co-ordinatina committees or other fo~ms of co-ordination for the Inter­
Youth Ye,,1';

3. Stresses the irnPortance of inter-agency consultations as a useful
tool in planning, initiatina, promoting and implementing activities in the field
of youth at the global and regiunal levelS, in the context of the implementation
of all recommendatio~s c~ncerning the Intei-national Youth Year;
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4.. Anpeals tc all states 1 in+:ernatio1'!?.l; c:overnroental and non-gcve~nmE'ntal

organizations and tc Lhe public to nay.B $ in due tim'~1 0enerolls voluntary contribu
tions for t'!Le imnle::nentati(')n of T-l..frica Regional Pl,'1D of t\ction on YO\.1th,"

5. Req.uest?-. the ~conomic Co:mrnissicn foy l\.f:d,ca to ta'ce all necess.ary
measures for the better cO"orciination oE efforts in the field of youth through
inter-aqency" ccnsul ta.tive r.1eet~~ngs under i t ~~ aegis in t.he irnp~er!',E=nta'tiQ>l of
the Regional Plan of i\ction on Youth i

6.. Stresses the' importance of establishing 3. similar co-ordinating
structure~regional youth. ol'ganization~~, includinG the Pan-;:', frican Youth
Movp..ment, as a consultative !:'Iody to the 'Sconomic C0fl1.mission for Africa in
carrying out vouth-related :1.cti~,rities;

7. Calls upon the rxecutive Secretary ot ~CA, in collaboration with the
Secretary-General of O?U, to ensure adequate and effective participation of
Africa in the In~.:ernationa1 Youth Year;

B. Reauests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take all
necessary measures to strencrthen the secretari~t of the Economic Commission
for Africa in order to enable it to fulfill tb,~ extended roandate entrusted to
it in the field of youth incluc'ing the il"olementati;>n cf tl,e Regional Plan of
nction on Youth;

9. Invites the Secretary-General of the Cnited Nations to uSe all means
at his disposal, within the regular budget of the United Nations, to increase
the resources desiqned for the ir:mlementation of the International Youth Year
programme;

10. Calls upon the secretariD't for "'che IVy tc J.ilake all necessary arrange-
ments at the aporonriate level) for the implementation of the African Regional
Plan of ~ction on Youth~

11.
of ECP. to
youth;

Requests the Secreta~y-General of t~e United Nations and the secretariat
take s~ecific measures to increase the dissemination of information on

-.
12. Requests that such alobal plan of action on youth be considered in an

international meeting on youth in early 1985 nS an integrcl part of the celebra­
tion of the year,

13. Expresses 5_ts full aDpreciation to the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for l'~frica and to t;he Secretaria.t for IYY for "the successful
preparation and organization of the African Regional l·1eeting on thr~ IYY;

14. f.xpI'esses also its nprreciation to those United Nations agencies and
offices, particularly :cLO, UNESCO, FIIO, \'liO, UtiICEF and UNV/UNDP for their active
collaboration in and contribut.i.on to the Regional Meetinc;.
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495 (XIX). Utiliz::J.tir'JH (yf e:-::isting n,f:rica.!1 fec:iJ.-i t';.es .for the develcorrent
of human ~ssources in ~~rica------------'-_._-----

Th(~ Conferer.ce of ':'hnist.:er8,

~~~..:~Q}_in9" C<"r;0''''>--:~, "l\ ~ .~t:;"'T>:.Y .r<;?olu+:'ior~ :.~:~/ 1- .~: 1 .; ~ "}:1rt .:,.cular, section IV on
structtrres for regional and inter~regional co-operation which, inter alia,calls
orl. regionc":tl cCM~_:i3sior'~1 to st:r.e:1qthen thf:;ir re.lr.'!tjon~ uith the organizations of
the United Huti,ons SY"L.2ln U;J':" t.0 se:,:ve I~ a.3 'the hlain {J6~lera.l economic and social
develonment. centre3 ("it.rtir the United Nations system for their respective
!'cgions"[ ,

Recallj.nq also its resoluticr, ,~44 (XVI!) Df l\pr:i.l 1982 which, amon~ other
things, call u,oon J:..frican Governrr'ents -::,0 take rt num.ber of measures for accelerated
develonrnent of Afr:'i_ccln human resources,

Mi.ndful of thcreco.rn:n"t€ndations of '':~e l\frican Hinisters Responsible for
Human Resources Pla.nnlng, Development anc:, Utilization, ;adopted at their first
Conferertc8 i~ MonTovi3r Liberia, in October 1981 1 reqarding national and regional
institu'c:lonal mach~:.ncrif!s f0r t~1e revie\'/ and co-ordinat.ion of programmes and
policies in hlh~an rEsources development,

S'uid",~ by the J,acro8 Plan c.f: l\ctioll for the Economic Development of .1'Ifrica
on measures for nat:5"onal, £'ubregional and regionaJ. sE,lf'-reliance in the economic
and social deve10cment of rfri.cC:t, vlhich accords Y:.igh (,1riority inter nlia, to the
dev'plopment ar..c~ l1t:!.l:L zation of human resout'ces 1

Conscious of th0. activiti es undertaken by the :]1.i ted Nations agencies.the
Organizat1on of Afrlra~ ~lnity end other international orjanizaticns to help member
States to c2velct:" ~!:,:,l",ar, :'E;::'O'~l?"'CE;<-;:,; Air:;.,:>"). a" '.:::11 ,::-.~~ of ·:~.h('}ir tec}-mical co­

operation and colla.bcT?tion ~:':"ograrnmps in insti·l:.ution-huilding I 0.ducation and
training,

Bearing in ~ind ~fricals initi~tive to establish and stren~then national,
subrc?io"n} ~....,e r::,·.:-i~I'...UC: A.~"" '~Ii~, . ;-.• 1: :;~"c.l.'" ":1 an(~ d2velopment
traininq ~nd consu~~a0cy for th? socio-economic develop~ent of the reqion,

1. Cali3 Ui.)O~" ~ne .:~.i.I..-:.J l'f.:.:;:ion3 aq'SncL.. f": ::,D" o..:hcr .:~ntcrnati<)nal and
bilateral crqanizutions car17ying out activities in ,the field of human resources
develoDm8nt in :i,fl-ica to Sii70 ~:C8fer(;;nce to the uti.lization o~f existing national,
subregiona.1. ,J,nr"i n::g:o:1al 5.nt~-.itu1:i>:)ns, nnd the strf;ngthEnin~ ana 1:he expanding
of such institutionu:

2. Urges the United nations w'!enc:les and intern2..tional organizations to
co-ordinate closely the planning ~nd proqramming of their activities in the



field of human resources development with the appropriate African national,
subregional and regional machineries and institutions with a view to ensuring
optimal utilization of resources towards Africa's achievement of the goal of
self-reliance and self-sufZiciency in manpower supply;

3. Requests the Ex~cutive Secretary of the Comnission to exchange
information with other United Nations agencies, international and bilateral
organizations and appropriate African institutions on programmes and activities
in human resources development in order to facilitate collaboration in the
development of hp~an resources for Africa's socio-economic development.
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496 (XIX). Environment and develGpment in Africa

The Conference of tiinisters,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 35/56 of December 1980 on the International
Develoornent Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Deco,C:e <1hich,
inter alia, calls fora mid-terrnrevieN of the activities of developing countries to
deal more adp-quately ldth the environmental aspects of development activities, for
the international cOPMunity to increase financial aod technical support to
drought-stricken countries that are under the stress of desertification, for
consideration to be 8iven by all countries to environmental aspects of industrialization
in the formulation and imolementation of their industrial programmes and for the
improvement of the quality of li~e and environment through human settlement planning
and better housing conditions, 1/

Taking note of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council
decisions 10/1, and 10/6 of Hay l'lC2 on environment and development, which calls for
assistance to developing countries to address serious environmental problems relating
to poverty and undercevelopment, l/

Recalling its resolution 446 (XVII) of April 19J2 on the need to intensify regional
co-operation for combating desertification in Africa; resolution 473 (XVIII) of
April 1983 requesting for a Scientific Roundtable on t~e Climatic Situation and
Drourht i.n Africa and resolution 471, (XVIII) of ,\prH l~33 calling for the strengthening
of African capabilities in environmental matters especially the environment co-ordinatio~

capabilities of the lOconot:lic Commission for Africa, and for encouraging development
of enviroI~ental education and training "rograrnmes in member States,

Having considered the report of th~ second ~e~cing of the Joint Intergovernmental
Regional Committee on Buro.an Settlements and Environment and its annexes dealing with
environmental matters, 3/ namely, the recommendations and resolutions of three joint
regional wo~kshops held-on:

(a) combating rlesertification in ,\frica, i/
(b) industrial environmental impact assessment and environmental criteria for

the siting of industry, 1/
(c) developing a prograMme of action for environmental education and t=aining

in f...frica, §J

~/ General Assembly resolution 35/56, 33rd plenary, 1980, annex, paragraphs 156-158"

2/ See report of UNEP Governing Council at its tenth session, decisions 10/4
and -10/6 pages 90-92. Official Records of the General Assembly Thirty-seventh
seseion, Supplement No. 25 (A/37/25), 1982.

1/ See E(ECA/Cl1.10/13 •

Y See E/ECA/EIJ1T/7.

1/ Se8 E/ECA/ENV/ll.

Il/ See UNEP/'JG.78/4.
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Taking note of the assistance ren,',ere" by tlw, Jnited 1,:'ations Sudano-Sahelian
Office to nfrican countries in developing national pro"rammes, and institutional
nrrang:ements for cOIT':b~ting drouR!1t anc desertification,

Recognizing that desertification control measures can he i\11prOvc(1, by the
nrovision of alte~::'natfv~; '30urces of. energy for local consuGptiO:l, the modernizat-f.on
of fuel-wood stoves and ktlub for charcoal production from agricultural residues, and
by nrovidi'!lg altern.ative ot' S:lpnle'"qc~~tary l'iveli:~ood f?:rr.teM~, to local population to
prevent over-grazing in arie lands,

Noting that additional causes of desertification in Africa besiGes over-grazing
over-population, deforestation and soil erosion, are bush fires accentuated by the
current prolonged drought in Africa and devegetation resulting from the deleterious
['ases and fumed from industrial and n-.tning processing plants,

Considering that most African Governments do not, as yet, have guidelines for
assessing the environ.~ental impact of industrial activity on the physical and human
envlronments,

Fully realizing the long-term heavy costs that the neglect of the practice of
envirop~ental impact assessment mi~ht entail after ~ollution occurred,

A~1are·that the ?rim8ry rcsnonsibility for rromoting awareness of environmental
problems and of the concept that environmental protection ane development are
compatible, lies first anr' foremost pith ,,,:overnments who should develop environmental
education and training nrograwlnes in line with their socio-economic develop~ent plans
and policies,

~otin~ 'v.lth aopreciat10n that in response to the Lagos ~lan of nctio~ 7/ and
the Unite'! Hations E"viron",ent F'rogramm(c Governing Council decisions 9/12 -;f :';2y 1981 8/
and llil Part EiT",\: A 9/ on environmental priorities for a regional programme for
Africa 9 the Regional Offtee for A.f::-ica of th~~ ~inited ::1at:i.ous Environment Programme has
develo\1ed a Sub-Re.~iona.l Envirornnental Groul'inr-g (SREGs) programme. prOViding a
frame>7ork for co-operation "it", the FC':, :'u1tinatiou.Ql :'::-ogramminE and Operational
Ce.ntres (;-n.n,POCs) in ,,·'.fric:-1. to identif;r subr8gic~al eilvironmental probleMS and propose
comrn.on measures to e.nable African Governt':.l:-:nts to take. i~nediate action to solve their
pro1)lems in the spir:tt of self-relj.t!nt x-e,giOfl.81. co-op€r·~_ti(';n,

I. rro~otion of technical co-operation, information exchange, technology and
eXF'~rt:lse for comh:ltinp.: desertific'?'tion in Africa.:

L Recommends that African Governments intensif;r their efforts i" training
J;lersonnel for combating desertification; "romote technical co-operat1,on among
developin!' countries (TCDC) for shAring experience" and .:xpert knm<ledge, technology

2.1 See At'S - 11/4, Annex 1.

C/ UNEP!GC. Q/15, Report of the Governin~ Council ~t its 9th session, page 132.

9/ UNFP/GC.ll/lf;, Proceec!ir,gs of the Governing Council at its 11th sessio11,
Annex I, page 28.



and information on combatinp desertification; str~n~the~ their ~ational net,mrk
of af!,ro-rneteorologicaJ. stati.ons under the AGP.HYHE':l:' pror'ra~~; conduct an inventory
of frazing lanc7s for thE: suit;1bility of s?ecies to maint~1tn the carryir:)? capacity
of the lancl and to provide adequate resource alloc:atioEs to ca~ry out anti­
desertific<..tioJ.1 activities;

2. Urges the Governing Councils of the United Nations I:nvironment Prop,ramme
and the TTnitecl l'!ationG .Developnei1t Prngrarmne, the Eco!:.0mic ape Social Coupeil and
the Genera.l Asse=:,hly to e!Hd~.ic1.el' sej~:'ous.!.j; (-0.; the inclusion. of the- United
Republic of Tanza~ia and Nigerie within the terms of reference of the United Nations
Sucano-S.ahelian Off:ice (UNSO) t') enable them receive assistance. 17\ implementing
programmes for combating dese.rtification~ (b) expanding the scope of the United
Natio~s Sudano-Sahelian Office 80 as to enable the office assist the States members
of C1:?: Southcrr~ African Developme~:'Jt Co-ordinatiori Conference (SADCC) in im-plement1.ng
the United Hations Environment Frogramme on combating desertification and rlrought, in
the sai!le ':.....8:7 the UNSO is no~? assistin3 the States T"!~~!11bers of the Permanent Inter-State
COTlmittcG on ::Jrouglrt Control in. the [:aheJ. regia!". (CrLSS);

3. F.equ2sts the Exec:.lti.ve. Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in
co-operation. lolith the rcL,,':v,"int Unit8c~ ':-'Jations organizations and a~encies (UNSO, UNEP~

FAG, U}lliStO), to orp.~nize a "epional semi~ariworkshop on the modalities for the
exchange of inf orTI!~t:i.on, technology encl. expertise on combatirg desert if ication
bett'Teen the 34 countries in the three subregions (Northern Sahara, Sudano-Sahelian
and Kalahari Desert) SO affected;

II. Ino11strial environment21 impact asseSS'1i"l:ent:

1. .s.tront11y reco71'1ends t:hat ,\frica.n r'oYer~ment8 take immediately all precautionary
measures foT. P.:l1v:i:ronl"\enta,l prote.ction_ in :i.nclustr1.al development by~

(a) Ada~~ting t'he JJJ:1i<:P guidelines for indu6trL:~1_ environmental impact assessment
and ei1viron~el1t:"!.l ('r~.te.ri.~ for sitL.'1.g industry, into noS.tional industri.~l development
pro?or3~lmes;

(h) Ensurin? that the a~T:'lication Df existi.ng industrial cocJes by developers
is revie~1('::d. in tl-;:Tf.1F: 0'.': :;.'c:,qt·:.'.~n.:':.~ ;r· .. :ldelj~:--z':' 20 ,~"';~'/'::lO~',~"1gn(1 that ~T:propriate.

legislative instrumen.ts be establish.ed to implement the guidelines;

2. ;7urth{~r reco:m;~end8 ttd'~ tile l:xl",;,cutive Secretary of ti:e Econc"lic Commission for
Africa and the Executive Directcr of t~<~ United Nati,ons Envirom:~ent Pro'2;ramme assist
mem'ber StatEs :i.n trair5nr: ~aanD()'l:ver :Ear c3Trying out envin:-nmer:t.~cJ. torract assessment
activities ..:tthin the co~te"t of the Industrial iJeveloproel't Decade for AfrIca (IDDA);

III. Programme of act·rrn for envircnnental ec\uc3.tion anc tr;linir"~7 in Af-r'lca ~

1. Recomrnent1s the.t l\.trican Governmer;,ts £ormulnte integr:Jteo. er~viroP..!~1ent2.1

education and training programmes ::l'nel r1 e'..?elop specific naticnal environmental
institutlons~ for th2 imDlenentatjQD of these enviro~~ental prograrr~es in the country;
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2. Requests member States to initiate the incorporation of environmental
components into on-~oing training programmes at national institutions catering for
decision- and policy-makers, administrators, managers, educationalists and other
professionals .-hose daily decisions and normal work affect the quality of the
env ironment;

3. Invites African Governments to increase awareness of environmental issues
and concerns among politicians and in all sections of the community, particularly in
the rural population, throup.h the mass media', Ii teracy programmes, political and
social gatherings; as well as promote the exchange of information and experience
among African countries;

IV. Regional co-operation on environmental matters in Africa:

1. Strongly urges the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Execut:,ive Director of the United NatJons Environment Programme to increase
their support to ECA Environment Section for the effective implementation of the
Environment in Africa Work Programme within the context of the System-Wide Medium-Term
Environment Programme;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa and
the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to continue their
co-operation in implementing Bubregional environmental programmes for solving the
specific environmental problems of the countries <lithin the subregions, through the
ECA Multinational Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs).
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497 (XIX). Water Resources Development and Follow-up to the }lar del Plata
Action flan

The Conference of Mi~isterst

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/158 of 19 Decemher 1977, which adopted
the report of the United Nations Yater Conference and approved the !~r del Plata
Action Plan contained therein,

Guided by resolution VIII of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata
A£tion Plan, which called upon tho regional commissions to play a central role in the
nromotion of intergovernmental co-operation in matters of integrated 'later resources
development and management,

Rec.iling further Economic anu Social Council resolution 2043 (LXI), of 5 August
lQ76, which requests the Se~retary-Generalof the United Nations tc make adequate
provisions so as to enable the regional cCTh~issions to carry out their activities
effectively, ann ln7~/67, of 3 August 1979, which recommends that the secretariats
of the regional commissions should be provided with sufficient manpower and financial
resources to enable then to dischar~e the expanded responsibilities assigned to them
by the Unired Nations Water Conference,

Recallin~ also the recommendation on institutional strengthening at regional level
called for in paragraph 82(ii1) of the Lagos Plan of Action,

1. Cal' s upon governments "Thich have not alread~' done so to est'lblish national
committees on water resources in accordance with the recoMmendationf of the Mar del
Plata Action Plan;

2. A?peals to multinational, bilatetOal and intergovernmental technical assistance
organizations and the agencies of the United Nations system to co-ordinate their
efforts with the Economic Commission for Africa in assisting African Governments in
the clevelo?ment of the region's '~ter resources and to provide financial and material
support for the implementation of regional projects in ',ater resources planning,
development and rational utilization;

3. Urges the Administrator of the United Nations Developnent PrograTh"lle and the
President of the Forld Rank to increase the amount of funds allocated to the tlater
sector in their natio ,1 and regional programmes for Africa and, in particular, to
give more emphasis to rural vater supply programmes;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to strengthen the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa in its ,,'ater resources activities
so that Hater experts can be deployed to the llULPOCs to assist member States in the
olanning an? execution of their ,~ter development activities and in the follow-up
of the recommend Cot ions of the lhr del Plata Action Plan.
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498 (XIX). Pan-Af.ican Documentation and Information System

The Conference of !linisters,

Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 t1arch 1979 concerning the project for
a Pan-African numerical and non-numerical ~ata bank,

Recalling also resolution 377 (lW) of 12 April 1930 concerning the implementation
of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System project,

Further recalling resolution 413 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 regarding financial
support for the Pan-P.frican Documentation and Inforreation System,

Recalling the resolution on PAryIS adopted by the third session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the fourth meeting of the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries of the North African !TULPOC,

Noting with concern the continuing poor situation of the documentation, information
and library infrastructure in Africa,

Aware of the need to strengthen PADIS,

1. Decides to establish a regional technical committee for PADIS with the
following terms of reference:

(a) . to establish the overall policy of PAnIS, inter alia by laying down policy,
technical and financial guidelines;

(b) to advise the Executive Secretary On the formulation and implementation of
the work programme of the project i~ accordance with the aforementioned gUidelines;

(c) to oversee the execution of the project at all levels of the system;

(d) to take any other action that will enhance the effectiveness and economic
viability of the project;

(e) to meet as often as may be required but not less than once a year, provided
that during the transitional phase the committee shall meet at least twice a year;

(f) to co-opt specialists dra>m from the relevant disciplines as necessary;

(g) to report annually on its activities to the Conference of Ministers through
the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole;
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2. Decides further that the committee shall be composed as follows:

(a) the Executive Secretary of the United NaUons Economic Commission for
Africa, serving as chairman ex officio;

(b) five high-level experts who shall be elected to represent their respective
subregions and ,mo are expert in telecommunications, documentation, library science,
information or computer science, to serve in their personal capacity for a period of
four years;

(c) A representative of OAU;

(d) A representative of UNESCO;

(e) A representative of UNOP;

(f) Members co-opted in accordance with paragraph l(f) above, provided that
such members shall not' number more than three at any time;

3. Further decides that the five members representing member States shall be
elected by the Conference of ¥inisters on the recommendation of the, Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, provided that for the four years
for transitional phase the first members shall be elected by the Conference of
Ministers at its tenth meeting;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to estahlish as early as possible in each
11ULPOC a subregional technical committee of PfJDI8 whose principal function will be
to monitor the implementation of the project within the subregions concerned;

5. Decides that the chairmen of the sub-regional technical committees shall be
ipso-facto ex-officio members of the regional technical committee.
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Recalli!J;~ rC;8o.':u.tiol"' :~73 (X'fItl) of 2 ll~""y 1983 of t[~G G01l1inission on -the
Scientific RJund. rr'able 01-;' ttt;.; Cl::'matic Sit~:;lti()n a...nd :Drought in A::ri,)fi in "lrJhich
it u.rgently I'C(IUE;ste-d tl10 E~X8:)"J.tive SC~Jrcta.ry o~' the ~-:;o,amicsion to ("\l~ganizG a
special Scient ific :tOlil.1.d. !J.:G'.b12 to 0:Z:G.i~:inc; the causes, porioJ.icity, trends 3,Jld

effects of drought on tIle .!1.:~'riCJ,E econo:Jios and. t,o propose );182,SUPQS tiE'..t c:-;m be
ta..l.:en in. -the short.-( r(ledil.l:oii'. 'and long-tcrF:s to de~·:,l v,lith the situation and in
which it (},lso l'eq:liostad t:]e Exe out iv';' '3Gcrcte,rs- to r'3port on thl' outcomG of the
Scientific Hound T:jble to ti~E;. T'cnth J0l1.fcreno8 0f I~inist<:r5,

l{avill,S consid.~rcC\ -~:.1G Hoport cf -the Sci8nti::.:'ic Rou.:.'lo rrable on tho Cli.i·:'le.tic
Situation ari.d Droug11t in iurica includ.ing tho draft Regional Plw'l of Aotirm to
Combat the I:apD..cts of cirought in .:'ifricJ,?

Noting \'lith concorn th:J.t, clr'OlJ..gllt is E', r'aourreDt phenomenon th::1t is IjJ:el;y
to repoa;iJ itself at 8or:l(~ Ul1.s}?ooifJ.ed f1.7.turo d~ltes and [~1;3o that the: ourrent
drough-t period 11::'c~ DCCOIEC ab!·2.ornGll.y :.j8vere:~ persist8nt m:d VlidGspreacl as evidenced'
by the fact that tun ,~urrent clrou~,~:"~ L:';,3: (;XccFt for ,'j, -orief period, continuod.
unaba.ted sinco 1968 JJ!.c::. that :i.t ~lE,;; '-.oprea.d its81f beyon.d. the boull·lries of tilc
Sudano....sethelian region -to forGstcd., cOG.stal 2.l1d 'Jther c.reas of ,.:'drio3 th.3.t have
hitherto b8sr~ uuaffect0d l)v the drou2ht,c ~ ,

Deeply concerned. about tho "o-versee impacts .,r tho current clrought on tho
iurica.l1 socio-:}cor~on:ic systems, reslll·cir...g in serious food scarcitJr , jrro..lnu"lirition.
widcspr€;2,d. diseases o.nd. dOo.:t~lS~ clE.pletion of a..'1.iLKLl stocks, inc:reas8cl poverty,
environnen"Gal deb":"'~'o.datj.on, i"lOo.,lJ.J1COf3 J.nd.. reductio~l in ':h1tOI resourc0fJ, hunan
suffering and hardship and. in severe d~slocations of -the fragile Goo!lomies of
African countries ..

on
1 c' 1 "'t' .. f'• .L'c...,;:es no.iO K~ 11 .J.,pDr80J.a·c~ o·

the Clirndic Situat:'0n and. Drc'.J.c;ht in
.J~.ho Eeport
Africa~

of the Scientific Round. Table

20

Impaots
Decides tC'l adopt the Regj.0rl::.;.,l Flew': '-If .'\ctiol1 -to Cm::bi3vt t-~o Adverse

of Drought in .!-uric3- ~

30 Ura'os mCrillJor States to:. (c.) adopt approprin:ti0 me,:J.,sures, including
," increased allocatiQn of f iY".l.':';.'l"lci a:. resources, and enhanocoent of manpOHcr and

institutional oape.bilitics \iithin tho :fr:u;]owork of th<~ Regioll2.1 Pl"" cf l,ction, to,
better predict 8:.1C~ oonloat ";;hG advcrcB ir::pacts of drnU[;ht ~ (b) rehabilitate tll0ir
drought-stricken ocancelic," in." co- ord.i..'"lt>ted. and intecrc.tcd. r.1annoq a"d
(0) design and cJl...force Qthcr ar.;propriai0 polioies for the ir.1plc;ncn:t2~tiol1 rjf the
Regional Plan qf Jlction ii.1 its 81l.t ire 12-'" ~

41:> Calls~ tlH3 intcrno.;;ion2;,l COL'lJ:lunit;y·, including the org2~nizations of
the United. Naticns systemc to assist goncrously the d.rought-strickcn African
countries in their cffurt" to con:.at tilO i,.-,p"cts of drought, rehabilitate thoir
eoonomies and. impJ.0ir,ent the Rec-iona,l Plan of Action on drought (I
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500 (XIX). Short-term forooastiil16' i..'1. the 1:..:frice.n :'''8fiOl~

RecallL1g- thE:' I:J.onrovi~;. St=."a"tegy for tho iifriG211 rcaion as 1'Joll a,s the Lagos
Plan ~c~ 2,Yi,Ci.. th~: PiL~:.l .Act ,..r L2~gO~},

Not.ir.i. i< ti-w incrc2.sifLg nee(:;. fOI' short-t<3r:l: ~uJ.just:JC:ll1t i:'.<3C-SUJ:"OS in 2n
increaE3i..'l~'; nw~bGr of lU'rican c01L.'1tricf3 :U" 8. rosult nf, ~inter ali~, fluo-tuations
ill the 1-lorlcl f;oonomic 3itJ,8,ti02:1, cLisastrou2 lL:tural p11cnoiT:08nc, such as draught:
flo DeL, etc., other fa.ctO:'''i~; ;·~hicll C:1U2:; l;.istortiOl;' .:i.l1 tiL: ii ~c ;;18:lt,?tion and
rna...nagcmen-c of cleV8101);11Qll"~ ':l,li.U cJ.istribu-cion r

.ct,·rare of th8 potcnti~'.l E~1d. importarlC8 of silort-term foreoasting GystOill in
assistillg inclividuc;,l .£U'rican cOiultriJG to 8Etabli;:'~1 early ',·rsrninc systeras E1..YJ.d
to d.evise o..djustmel1"lJ 2.~:..6_ 6.istribu'LioYl policies to cope i ..~it~l iL.ternal 2,~..d external
econooic di8turbar~C0St

Taking 110tC of the·; ef_:~0rt r):L' the }::C.i.'''' coore 'bri2.t olio 83t2.blish short-term
foreoasting G;fG-tCf.1S in. inQiviu.Ll~l Arrie-all c~ui1triGG~ "na o3,1';o.ro of the difficulties
these COill1tries ho."c,rc ir~ colloc:ting and corJ]iling COL':lllct::; nc.tional accoll...'1ts data,

1. C2.113 'J.:P011 all ...'ifrio ),T~ Co"u1".lcr.ie~ to -::.ndcY'ta2c3 :lnd. strenf.,'iih8n Slll1rt-term
outlook activities incliviuuallJ <:lL,l collectively .;u:d provicl2 Eel.. 1iJith -their
publisI10d outlookoutpu:tC-:i i:::('\ D.~'" '~csllo1'J for tht"~ CJ',1Hing up D"j~ sUbregional ~d
regional .outlooks -oa;:-;scl, 0:.1 o.pproC'~ch8D such ,:,,;';;soci2,1 aeeoUllting' r.l:::,-trices (S.i.1J.ls)
\Ihieh have tl-lC G.dvc.wrtat3'80 ·~f ;;;:.w;:in:~: up for the L;lperfection ~f tl18 n'J,tional
aocounts and. of crufficientl~\r hiGhlid'.til:'~; t:1C di=-tril;.uti-"nl pOlicies j

2. Requests thc DCA 2ccr8tcri~t co:

(a.) Conti:::lu~": to ;:t.ssi;:-;t ind.ivid'~lJ..l ..i'd'ric.::.:;;.: cO~u"ltric;3 en request, to
establish short-t8rrr~ forecasting f;ystei!if_: ~.):t.[E;d. on &.lJpr0.:;,ches" l:mctl e,G Slli','ls
inQluding the crnatiol1 ~i.' llc:;Lional c,'1psbilitic:: to fol1mJ-up on -tho El0dcls,

(-0) Concretise -tllD co-opor,ltio~: E:·fforte ,,;ith other national 2.J.1d pan­
Af:rrican institutions rarticulzvrly t~'l(; ~·i..i'ric2,n D8v810p:~,cnt De,nk and the Institute
for Eoonofi1ic Development, 21cl PlanY..ing (I1)EP) 3.ncl ot:'.er interna-tion8-1 C1goncies in
mOJilizing tno neoessary resources so as to eff8otiv0lJ~ aJsist inciividual
.AfricancoU;'1tries to oon13truct SAhIs o....'1.d to il:lplemcn"t 8~lort-tcrm forecasting
systems.

"
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501 (XIX). Perspective studies in bfrica

The Gonfereno~of Ministers,

Reoalling resolution 470 (XVIII) adopted by the Conference ~f Ministers
of ECA on perspective stu~cs in iu:rioan countrios,

Bearing in mind the urgent need for African countries to adopt measures to
deal with the structural weaknesses of their eoonomies with a view to aohieving
a.clear transformation of the !\frican economy in line with the Lagos Plan of
Action and the Final Act' of Lagos, '

TakJUlg note with concern of the deteriorating eoonomic conditions in the
IU'rican region worsened by persistent drought conditions,

Taking note ,lith intere3t of the seoretariat~s study entitled, EGA and
,ifrioa's Development, 1983-2008: A preliminary perspeotive study whioh highlights
the alternative prospeots of ilfrioa in oritioal areas,

Aware of the usefulness of perspective studies at the nati~nal, subregi~nal

and regional levels espeoially ll1 respeot of ~sseGsing neoessary actions at all
these levels for the successful implementation ~f the Lagos Plan of Aoti~n,

1. Appeals to member States to Ul1dertake perspeotive studies on their
respeotive eoonomiesj

2. Calls UDon all researoh institutions, development instituti~ns and
U11iversities in oollaboration with EGA and OAU to oontinue to oritioally
examine the study so as to siimulate new initiatives and actions lor the sucoessful
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action at :;,11 l0vels I

3. Reguests the ECA seoretariat to strengthen and oontinue its work on
perspeotive studies in olose co-oporation with national planllll1g organs and
takll1g into partioul~ aooount the following basio elements:

(a) the vulnerability of the Afric~~ eoonowies to the ll1ternational
economic environwent;

(b) the effeots of the drought and desertification ~n the eoonomio
performance of llfrican oountries;

(0) the realism and feasibility of the various targets and strategies;

(d) the need for a further disaggregation and extensi"ln of the study
to cover perspeotives of sub-groups of African o~untriesi
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(e) the undertaking of yearly seotoral analysis and projeotions
especially -'.t the sUbregional and regional levels so as to
cover -the key seotors during thc fiv" 'years betlVeon the periods
of t118 updates i

(f) trw usefuJ...'less of analysing several ":cenaries including
Gonsitivity analysis on elements such a.3 bB.lance of payments
and, c~pital availability constraints;

(g) the importa~ce of exaDining, in detail additienal variables
ID~e science ill1d technology ~~d fin~~oial requirements~

4. Reguests the ExecutivG Sccrotary of EC.i~ to:

(a) provide, on request, technical assistanoe to African governments
.and'subregional groupings in establishing work en perspeotive
studieil at the ·nati{)nal and sU'uregione.l levels i

(b) establish a speoil'ic schedule of reviews to be Uilderta...'<en in the
updatLlg of the study and ensure the involvement of MULPOCs in
the r.lOnitoring of the vccrious critical c:,reas and sectors in
their respective subregions.
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502 (XIX). ~nn- P0J.J:2j.er; in til" African Least Developed O'?~...'SE.

9..£n£.i~riJ1..6. -enc iLl;JortallC8 of ~r:i.Oin6 policio[; in oncoUI'8-(;'iUb productive

activitie>;> '-"11,i, espi.'.ciu.l~, t .l..::-: i:c;.cra<1-iCiinc prod:":";':;-l.iivit~:{ ::11,1 0Ut:C;lJ.t i~l thE:

~~~e.. of the cri-bic2,l food. supply 8ituation ill the: Afr'ic2,L le.s,,st developed

countries,

li~CO~:,l1izi::1f tha;t current institutional prioing ;:.,tructurus D.ncL prioe

legislatior1 nCBa to ljGbrOu.{~;-it u.p-to--da,,-te 7

~Jlinchf~ of

[..1.[3 CJ..gricultux'e,

clCa.Tt__ of statistics on. proQuctiol: GO~:tE ili. (~ectors vit::cl

Jiocallinp; tb.at St!3})3 UTg-8r..tly nBod to h3 ·caker~ to brL'lL' c,c.ou-t n:;.tiollci.l

self-sufficiency,

~;>u:r~~o,:;.lli~the experience.;::, gailE;ci -, forwulatinc~ priciEr; policies

and L18ctin~ti~(j tornlS of t~18 ;;"tr"nd-b;,/ arJ.'E-w.lg81'lGrl.t:;, "Jit~_l ti"H::: lnterl'..e:...tiono...l 1\~on8ta.....ry

2 0 [tecfU83ts tlle "l..~riu&..tl led-s"c de-velo.peel (jclli~-'[iri.::<:~ t.o LJrir-l()' t~~sil' inGti·tu-

tional structill'es for fixil"~g, GontrollilJ.:; c"ncl 1!1orl.itorL.-l~; price~.:; up-to-date; wld into

lTIGnts for iJ..e;ricultural pr'.Jd:u.cers so tlw:t r;aiti procluccrs tllE\'l in::::.rGJ.,se their output

accordingly, o..l:G. -to cht";G}~ -~i"lf.; current trend. "I"Thil)ll. :111ows i~;ii1.ile,J0l1 -to r.iaJ:c8

exhorbit&Jlt profit 221d favours ;::;o;-;v'; urba.l1. COnSllll1erS ,:tt the:.: '-.:;xpenSG aT' the rural

s8ctor I
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30 ReGU8sg tlle BCA Gccretaric::t to malce ·the stud;yr more comprehensive and

to tak.<0 illto aooount 0;,11 '~r~8 POJ:'J.Lletr"OG thc.t could 8::::.::.blc the' definition of an

apprcpri~.:,te pricin6' policy j

4. ~itcs t~~J Intarno..tional 1',;~onc'i:;arJl~ l~Ul1d ~ld the 'I~Jorld Jank to include

in thoir CQOnOUllO D,2~.d. Li.1L.1!lOi,.11 ~:tc~Jili:i~ation ~'L(J. >':"·~Tu(jt·Ll.:.cc.l ,J,.Cljustmollt programmes

aml undertaking to ad.opt ,:,l,·J.o:iue.te L:8:;:.::HlI'CS aim6d u.t id(nJ.tif;ying the detriE1ental

J. ~~8q·Ll.8S.E~ iJiJDP, tile '~Jorld jj2J)....~ and. Ii,Jp to giVt. tlle .80.1.:' secretariat tilG

ne08SSa.I';{ fin.ancial backing to provide covorage for all 26 .il.frican least

developl:,d coun.tri,-,s unci. COpe Hitn the various Gl)~bjGGtE:' s81sct8d for investigation

to cnricI:l. tnE; study on pricing policios in the iuric<:iJ:1 le:;.,st developed cOlli"ltries.

.'
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503 (XIX). Heasures for the effeotive ilnplementation of tne sucstantial

ne,/ 1"'oe;rwlU,'e of action ~'ic"n least develord cour:t~

The Conference of Ihnister§.,

l1ecalling its resoluticn J9'l (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrusting the Conference

of Ministers of Africall Le~st Developed COlliltries <:ith the responsibility for

ensuring tht~ co-ordination of efforts, 88tablishing prioritier3, Llo:n.itoring and

evaluating progress under the- CO;jjprehensive NGvi PrO€;T;jJJID,e of ~iotion in iifrican

Least Develcped Countries, and its resolution 481 (XVIII) of April 1963 on measures

for· aocelerating the implementation of trw SubstG.l1tial l~evJ Progr0J1lI,18 of .t~Gtion in

!ifricon Least Developed GountriGs j

Recalling United ihtions General ."ssecnbly resclution 38/195 of 20 December

1983 on the implementation of the Substa.ntial Ne',/ Programme of "ction for the

19(]Os for the least developed courltr'ies,

'l'aking note of tile tremendous efforts made by the African Loast Develcped

countries in the preparation of their respective country reviel/l r;leetings,

especially ir... devising polioies air.led at Gnsurinc the sUGcessful implementation

of their national prograrnmec i

l'Jotini~ thu.t the review rneetings so far org311ized ho..vc not totevlly met the

expeotations of the le3.st developed oour..tries, since t118 commituents Dade by

dcr,cr cOlliltries and organizations ha.,o nct fully m~tched the provisions of

the Substantial Ne'\'l Pr0f;xo..mm8 of ll.ction j

Expressing deep COlloern at the disappointing results of the negotiations

on the Substanti<.::.l Nel'- ProesJ:'anune of .l.ction at; the sixth session of the United

Nations Conference on 'l'rade and Development held in Belb'1'ade, JurlG~uly 1983,

£Joting ,l.olith greo..t conoern the \vors811ing economic situation of t~r.e

ilfric'.J.ll least develcped ccuntries caused by "a'Cur"l calamities such a8 drought

and desertifioation,
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Furt"her noting with satisfaction the illitiativ8 cf the United Nations

Secreta.17y-General on "the .d.frica.n economic crisis and. efforts to mobilizE the

international corllmunity to provide tl.H3 neC€;8Sv.r-y financial and teshnical assistance

in favour of .L1.fricOXl countriss, especially the 10a:3t develop8d among them and

also the appointr;l811t of a Special Representative On the iifrican oconomic crisis?

peeply concenled. by the ccnsidsrable reduction in official dev81op~ent

assistance especially on t~e conccssional terus fro~ all external souroGS to

the ,urican leas', developed ccuntrie:c since the ,"doptiol1 cf the Substantial

Nevl Programme of J-J.ction in 1921 j

3Gari~ in Bind that the intergovernmental group of experts on least

developed cOlUltries of -1;118 United Nations Gonfert:;lloe on Trade and Development

will meot at <'C higher level in Sc,ptei.lberjOctober 1985 in order to carry out the

Mid-term Global Hevie!', of the Substantial Net"l Programme of' .wtion and to

consider t:18 possibilities of holding 3., global rev iSH of the implementation of

the Subst=tiB,l Nel'l Programme of ,iction at the end of tlw d8cade,

,,~ that the le<'Cst developed oountries should mobil:tze and allo.cate a

groater part of their dOE18Stio resources to the irapl81!lGntation of their develop­

ment projects aud ir.:prove substantially their absorptive oapacity throug;.~

internal arrangei'llents or viitll the support of donor cOlUltries alld agencies i

Noting with p,rati"t}l9-e the spirit of those countries which have already

implemented the 0(> 15 per cent share of tb.eir GNP as Official Developraont l.i.ssistance

to the least developed oountries as prOVided for ill1der the Substantial Nel'l

Progranill18 of ~otion,

1. 3ltrongl;( urges those .~frican least 'devsloped c01111tries that have

not yet organized th8ir ineeting2 to tal'':'0 all tl1f~ necessary measures to do so

in 1984 or at leJ,st before the lliid-Term Global RevieH meetings in 1985;

2. UrKes Afric~l least developed countries (i) to J,dequately prepare

themselves for the Iilid-TerE' Glcbal Hevie!'J meeting in 19U5 in crder to ",ake

practical proposals for the adjustm8nt of the Substantial l~ew lYrogramm8 of

J."i.ction if need. bet sO as to expod.ite.; its implementation dlU'ing the second half

of thi;; decade ~ (ii) to providu tho nocessary information and statis"tios to the

seoretariat 0:::' the ECOnOi:1ic Conlf'Jissioll for ~U'riG':;:' BO as to be able ·~o prepare

a substantive rel~'iond.l 2"SS8SSincnt of the implementation of the Substantial Ne\oJ'

ProgTwnrH6 of ;,ction during 1981-191)4 i
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3. ,F'urther urge!:. the "frioan least developed oountrios to ensure the

establishment of aclequate ne" folloH-up meohanismsat the oountry level or the

strenghtening of o.lre3..dy Existing mechanismG in order to maintain contacts

with dOnors before and after review meetings;

4. i~firms that the prinoipal objeotive of the oountry review meetings'

should be to secure additional resouroes e,nd not to be J, meru forillo for the

exchange of views on the countries development stratogies, policies ~d public

investment programmes B,nd proj octs and, to that effect, donors s.h.ould send

high level representution from thuir respeotive aid. agencies to attond the

oountry revie" meetings and make firm oormoitmonts on the prograrnmes and projeots i

5. Requests the 180..0.· agencies J the Ur.l.ited nations :iJev<31opment Progra:.;'i16

and the ~lorld Bank to utilise looal experts, the expertise ,,/Uhin the United

Nations system, espeoially the Eoonomio Con@ission for i~rioa for the drawing up

of the docmnentation for the country roview meetings in ilfrican least developed

oountries so 2,0 to reduce expenditures for ti1c pr8paration and organizu:tion of

these meetings;

6. Calls upon donor oountries in the oontext of po.ragraph 63 of the

Substantial lIeH PrOb'Tamrne of "otion to SUbstantially inorease the floH of

financial resources and other support Lle8,S1U'eS 11ith thE: aim of achieving the 0.15

per oent target of their mlP o.s official dcwelop'Clent assistanoe to least developed

oountries or double their official developmont assistance to the least developed.

oountries by 1985 or as soon as possible thereafter i

7. Urges donor countries and multilateral finanoial institutions to

(e) provide financial assistwlCG to the ,~rioen lcast Qcveloped cOlli~tries on

very favour~ble terms 2Ild conditions taking into Gonsidcr~tion the special

peouliarities of the eool10iaies of these oountries, (1) alleviate the dent

burden onthe ,UCrioan least developed countrics throuVl retroaotive ad.jusment

measures or equivalent actions and ",ost d0siro.bly, tho oomplete oanoellation

of debts, (0) to contribute sUbstarlti"lly to the local reourrent cost of the priority

projeots which tney are fundL~g in the least developed countries, (d) to endeavour

to improve aid deliv8ry prooedures in order to ulLc.noe the absorptive oaps.oity of th8

least developed cOillltries o..nd, ~itlGrOVer possible, to nsrmonize ouch prooedures so as

to crea.te a condition for possible co-financing of pr')jf-:ctG;
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e. I"/elcomes the provision by sor,18 donors of assistance to "frican least

developed countries mostly in the form of grants as Vlcll "s in more flexible

forms such as local recurrent cost financing, m"int~nance aid, rehabilitation

aid, as Vlell a8 balance-of-payments support, adapted to the special needs of

the African least developed countriGs and in response tc their deteriorat:i,ng

eoonomic and sociC'.l situation co..used "DY the natural oalamitics;

9. Calls upen the international community to provide support for the

priority areas identified. by the id'rican leC1st developed oountries in their

country probT~mnes on the basis of the provisions of chC1pter 1 of the Substantial

NevI Progralnmes of uctiOllJ pcJxticulo..rly food 2.J.ld agriculture, manu.:faotl..U'ing,

exploration and development of energy and. technic:::.l resouroes, .hllil1al1 resources

development, expansion and diversification of exports, developr:lent of tr=sport

and conu1l11l1.ications, and improvement in plam1.ing, irnplementation C1j1d manC1gement

capabilities;

10. Expresses its gratitude to the United Nations Secretary-General and

his Speoi~l Representa.tive on the .I..f'rioan economic crises for the efforts

that they arc deployi..'1g in r,lobilizing assistance from the internationC11

comri1unity to alleviate the current econo"lic crisis facing ~~rica and appeals

to the international commwlity to respond positively to the efforts of the

United Nations Secretary-Genoral;

11. Requests the ExeoutivG Secretary to report on the progress in thE

implem8n',ation of this recolution to the fifth meetir"g of the Conference of Ministers

of ~frican least developed cOW1.tries in 1985.
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504 (XIX). Transportatior, "nt!, marketing of natural gas by pipeline

The ConfE..:':'ence '?f Hinisters,

~lling resolution EcA/m'TACDA/Res. 83/28 adopted by the tbrd Conference
of African Ministers of Trailsport, :ommunications and P12nning meeting in Cairo
in Barch 1931 on the prepal':-"'.tion of a study on natural gas in Africi:,

Conscious of the irnpnrtance of this study for the development of natural
resources in Africa, especially with regard to satisfying the needs of African
countries in natural gas, particularly i~ the Sahel ian countries,

1. Supports the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
in his endeavour to undertake a comprehensive study on the distribution of
African natural gas by pipeline in order to market it in Africa and possibly
transport it to Europe; the study should include a comparison of various modes
of transport;

2. Appeals to the international co~unity, especially the organizations
concerned, name1y the Organization of Petrolenr., Exporting Countries, the
African Development Bank and t~e World Bank to support and co-operate with the
Economic Commission for Africa and the United Nations Development Programme to
ensure the success of the study.
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j05 (XIX). Strengthening ECA as an Executing AgeIlCj~

The Conference of Niniste:t£,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/202 of 29 JanL'"ry 1979 on
restructuring of the economi~ and social sectors of the United Nations system,
which, inter alia, decided that the regional commissions shall have the statns
of executing agenclc,.s in tr.eir own right,

Recalling the agreement signed on 1 }~rch 1977 between UNDP and ECA
designating BCA as a participating and executin~ agency for UNDP inter-country
projects,

Having considered the biennial report of the Executive Secretary for the
biennium 1982-1983,

~oting with satisfaction the progress which ECA has achieved as an executing
agency o[ UNDP and other inter-country projects within a short space of time to
the extent that it is now one of the largest executing agency of UNDP-~iD,,-nced

inter-country proj~ets in Africa,

Also noting with concern the administrative difficulties being experienced by
ECA in the implementation of these projects due to lack of differentiation between
procedures and rules l:l7hich should apply to its role as an executing agency as
distinct from its nomal regular budgetary activities in the recruitment of
project personnel residing outside Africa and those above level L5 and in the
procurement of project equipment and supplies costing above $US 20,000';

Noting further "ith regret that the rate of ;'lplementation by ECA of UNDF and
other inter-country projects has decreased substantially due to the above-mentione
constraints, which create unnecessary delays,

Bearing in mind the current critical economic situation of Africa and the
expectation of member States that rCA secretariat sho,dd ··,lay an increasing role
in assisting them in expeditious execution of oproration projects funded by
resources from the UN system, other than multinational an~ bilateral funding
sources,

1. "e'luests the Secretary-General to relax t!1e administrative constrain,:s
mentioned Rbove by r0ali8nin~ the rules of recruitment and procurement with
those of other UN executing agencies so that the '\CA would be able to promptly
execute projects thereby putting it on the same footi.ng as the other executing
agencies in the United Eations system;

2. Requests the Execucive Secretary to renort to the ~levent~ meeting of
the Conference of Hinisters and the tv"ntieth session of the Commission the
prop,ress in the implementation of this resolution.
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506 (XIX). Kilimanjaro Programme of Action on Population and Self-Reliant
Develop,~ent

The Conference of Hinisters,

Recalling Economic and Social Counc,il resolutions 1981/37 of 25 i 10vember 1981
and 1982/42 of 27 July 1982 on convening of an International Conference on
Population in 19:~~~" which, inter .:d ia., invitC2d the re,~il:)fi:~l commissions to ·consider
at their annual sessious in 1984, the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference~ with a vie1;o,~ to forrr:ulatin?, suggestions an::l recomrn.endations for the
further implementation of the world Population ?lan of. Action at the regional
level, and to transmit those suggestions and reco~endations to the Conference
for its consideration,

Recalling Economic Bud Social Council resoluticn 1983/6 of 26 May 1983 on
the International Conference on Populatio~ 1984, which requested the Secretary­
General of the United Pations to invite ,111 St,1tes, representatives of national
liberation movements, ~:he United Nations Council on :,It".llilibia, government, -inter­
governmental and non-governmental organizations to participate in tlte Conference,

Re,calling also Ecunomic and Sodal Council resolution 1983/76 of 26 July
1983 on Cross-Sectorial review of population, which decided to continue to attach
high priority to population programmes and activities as contributing to the
social and economic development of developing countries and urged that increased
financial support for population activities be made available and that competent
entities of the Ulf system take a~prop~iate action accordingly in ~ co-ordinated
manner in the_~,r respective. programmes of work~,

Recalling further ECA resolution 36& (XIV) of 27 Harch 1979 on priority
populationprograr:;"1n~'?::;of RCA, vihich requested the Lxecut ive Sec.retary to give
high ~riority L0 and initiate programmes of assistance to countries on studies
analYfiis .s.nd ins1~itution-build.i..ng activities ir. p::-iority areas on population and
develop;-J.c:ll:: ':"i"~ter!"elat.l.0n3h)_ps, in.:oant and chilc1hoor! :nor~a.Lity, levels, patterns
and future trends in fertility and population distribution and development,

Taking note of the report of the Preparlltory Committee for the International
Conference on Population (2/1~34ilD and E/l''J'',l:/2,1/Add.l),

Re-affirming its commi':ments to the population progt"amme" spell'ed out in the
Lagos nan of ",ction and rei t2tilted in the AC:di.s Ababa Jeclaration of 1983,

Noting wi.th satisfaction efforts undertaken jointly by ECA and UPFPA to
develop national expertise in the field of population,
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Noting also preparatory work so far undertaken at the global and regional
levels to ensure active participation by African countries at the International
Conference an population scheduled to meet in Nexico in August 1984,

Takin[', note of the 1~'2port of t 1Je Second Afyicfl'1 Po"culation Conference held
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 9 to 13 January 1984,

1,

Reliant
Arproves the i(il irrLanj 2.1-0

Development adopted by the
PrograLlEJ.e of .;\.elioa :m Population and
second African Population Conference;

Self-

2. Requc,sts the States members of the Commission to ensure tl'at their
delegations to the International Conference on Population and to future United
Nations Population Commission meetings use the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action
as document of reference to ensure adequate consideration of the priority
interests of Africa in population activities;

3. Further requests the UNFPA and donor countries and agencies to increase
resources given to African countries to syeed up th'2 implementation of this
programme;

4. Directs the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps to ensure that
the ~rinciples and objectives of this programme as well as the recommendations
contained therein be incorporated in the Hark Prog!"amme of the Commission;

5. Cal~s on all organizations in the United Nations family, the DAU,
intergovernmental, subregio11a.l t i"::lterregional and nationnl organizations
involved in population work in the region to collaborate with the Economic
Commission ;:or Africa in implementing ::b.}.[· Pr0:-;L:.~~'::.:'.-,

6. P.equcsts the 2xecutive Secr0tarv to renort to the Conference of Ministers
at its eleventh meeting the outcome of the International Conference on Population
and progress made in inter,rating the recommendations of that Conference and the
Kilirilanjaro ?rograIPEL;: cf Acc.t.on for PopulatioL and ~)eif-Reliant Development.

7. R6quests the SXecutive Socretary to rep~rt als r tr tho next session

()f the Assembly ~f Heads "f State and Government of CAU 0n the Kilimanjaro

Programme ()f Action en Populati~n.
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507 (XIX). Europe-.~rica Permanent Link via the

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 1982/57 adoated by the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations during its second regular session in July 1982 on the subject
of the proposed Europe-Africa permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar,

Recalling also the recommendations of the Experts appointed by the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe following the
adoption of the above-mentioned ECOSOC resolution, contained in the report of
the Experts, approved by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular
session in 1983,

Mindful of resolution 1983/62 adopted by the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session in July 1983 on the subject of the Europe-P'frica
permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar which, inter alia, requests that the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa continue to monitor
and analyse studies related to this project in accordance with the recommendations
of the above-mentioned repcrt,

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference of African Hinisters
of Transport, Communications and Planning held in Conakry in February 1984,

1. Invites governments, international organizations, research institutions
and the universities in the Mediterranean area and elsewhere to continue to
co-operate with the Governments of Morocco and Spain and with the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe, and make concerted
efforts in the pursuit of the development of the project for Europe-Africa
permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar;

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to place at the
disposal of the Economic Commission for Africa the resources necessary for the
implementation of the recommendations on the proposed permanent link via the
Strait of Gibraltar.
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508 (XIX). Biennial report of the Executive Secretary

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling,ECA resolution 403 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on biennial report of
the Executive Secretary, 1979-1980,

Recalling also Section IV of the Annex to General Assembly resolution 32/197
of 20 December 1977 on restructuring the economic "nd social sectors of the United
Nations System. which, inter alia, stipulates that the regional commissions should
be enabled fully to play their role under the auth<Jrity of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council as the main general economic and social d
development centres within the United Nations System for their respective regions,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution of 20 December 1983 on
special measures for the economic and social development of Africa in the 1980s
which, inteL" alia, urges donor coun~ries t.o providE~ substantial and sustained
levels of resources for promoting accelerated development of African countries
and the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act
of Lagos and to contribute generously to the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development, invit=s all international financial institutions, particularly
the World Bank, the International Development Association and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development, to continue acti.vely to consider increasing
substantially their developme:lt assistance to Africa and to treat the matter of
making a special effort in support of African economic and social development
with the urgency it requires, requests the Secretary-General to convene, in
co-operation with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,
the Fifth Biennial Conference for the U!".'ited tJations T-rust Pund for African
Development and to take the necessary measures to ensure its success and, in this
regard, appeals to donor countries, relevant United Nations organs, international
and regional financial institutions and other interested public and private
bodies to participate fully and contribute generouE:ly to the Fund,.

Having examined Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983 which
included an update of the implementation of the work prograT'1llle of the Commission,
1982-1983,

Convinced that a strengthened secretariat of the Economic Commission for
Africa is an imperative necessity for the member States of the Commission both
individually and collectively, particularly in view of the current economic and
social crisis facing Africa,

Taking note with gratitude the resources allocated by the United Nations
Development Programme to the Economic COinmission for Africa, during its second
programmin!,: cycle in its capacity as a UNO? executing agency,
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the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983,

2. Views with concern the fact that the Commission does not have the
necessary resources for carrying out evaluation of programmes and projects;

3. Appeals to those member States which have not yet paid the contributions
pledged by them to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development to do so
urgently;

4. Further appeals to all member States to be prepared to pledge substantial
funds to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development when the Fifth
Pledging Conference takes place during the 11th meeting of the Conference of
Ministers and 21st session of the Commission in April 1985;

5. Congratulates the Executive Secretary and his staff on the scope and the
high quality of the Biennial Report, 1982-1983;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Programme
Planning and Budgeting Board and the COIDIittee for Programme and Co-ordination
to continue to improve the methods of evaluating programme perforffiance so that
information on effectiveness and the physical implementation of projects can be
provided to member States;

7. Appeals to the international community particularly the developed
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, North America, Japan and members of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting ountries and other developing countries in a
position to do so, international and regional financial institutions to contribute
generously to the Fifth Pledging Conference for the United Nations Trust Fund
for African Development;

8, Thanks the United Nations Development Programme for its past support
to tae operational activities of the Commission and urges it to increase its
allocations so as to enable the Commission to continue its good work as an
executing agency of the Programme;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide more
resources to the Economic Commission for Africa as the centre for general social
and economic development within the United Nations System for the African region
so as to enable it in general to assist member States more effectively and in
particular develop the required capacity and capability in the field of evaluation
of prograunnes and projects;

10.
bienni.al

Decides that the Executive Secretary
report in the manner in which the one

should continue to prepare his
for 1982-1983 has been prepared.
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509 (XIX). Strengthening African Capabilities in Science and Technology Matters

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the provisions of programme elements 2.5 and 5.1 of the Science
and Tecimology Chapter of the Lagos Plan of Action for the economic development
of Africa, which require member States to mobilize the adaptive technology
potential of the metal-working branch of the informal sector and promote the
development of low cost rural technologies,

Further recalling the Vienn? Programme of Action on Science and Technology
for Development and its Orerational Plan,

Bearing in mind the measures conta~ned in the Operational Plan, authorizing
the conduct of Hid-decade Regional and Global Reviews of the implementation of
the Vienna Programme of Action,

Recognizing that for Africa such a review ~)uld not only mean essentially
the review of the implementation of the Science and Technology Chapter of the
Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa but would also be
invaluable to the OAU and ECA secretariats and the member States in their
efforts to implement the said Plan,

Aware of the catalytic role the Working Groups of the Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts for Science and Technology Development established by
Commission resolution 445 (XVII) and now required to undertake their tasks on
a subregional basis, can olay in the development of endogenous African scientific
and technological capabilities and of the benefits that such Groups will derive
from the results of the review,

Having considered the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts for Science and Technology Development, made at its second meeting
held in Addis Ababa from 14 to 18 November 1983,

1. Approves the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee;

2. Calls upon all m~nber States to give full and active support to ECA
secretariat and its co-operating agencies in this regard;

3. Requests all member States, the organizations of the United Nations
system and OAU to take these recornmenda'dons of the review into account in
their efforts to implement Chapter V of the Lagos Plan of Action as well as
the Vienna Programme of nction and its Operational Plan;
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4. Urges all memher States, the OAU secretariat, the ECA secretariat
and other United Nations agencies to give active support to the activities
of the working Groups,

5. Congratulates the RCA secretariat for the initiative taken to promote,
in co-operation with the government of the Republic of India, the development,
demonstration and use of technologies suitable for the rural areas in Africa and
for the efforts made in collaboration with the African Regional Centre for
Technology and the'Germ~n Foundation for International Development to mobili~e

the adaptive technology potential in the informal sector of African economies;

6. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the governments of the
Republic of India and of the Federal Republic of Germany for the current
financial support provided and that promised for the future respectivelY to
promote rural tec~~ologies and mobilize the adaptive technology potential in
African economies.
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510 (XIX). Increasing Resource Allocation to Food and Agriculture in Africa
and Declining Performance of the Sector

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the situation of food
and agriculture in Africa,

Having examined the report of the ~xecutive Secretary on the intenSive
study to ascertain the causes of the apparent discrepancy between the increasing
resource allocation to food and agriculture and the declinin~ performance of
that sector (E/ECA/CM.IO/21),prepared in cloSe collaboration with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

Convinced that the studv is very useful not only at the regional level
but also at the national level,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive secretary of the Economic
commission for Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and those who assisted them on the useful
work they have done;

2. Calls upon ~ernber States to undertake Guch studies at the national
level and report thereon to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh
session;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Director-C.eneral of the Food and A<:rricul ture Organization of
the United Nations to crovide on request, within the limits of the resources
of their Organizations, such ap!Jropriate assistance as will enable the members
States to carry out such studies;

4. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to report to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh session
the implementation of this resolution.
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on the ~ :.t(;gr,7LtiO'il c,f !:r:Ji~1cn in D:::volQrITI21~t C'.t. ./~rJ~l31'~·:. in
,_1c{~ion~:,l C0nf'3rel1CC

(~rjl-2<-;r I. 984;

(j'0V:.or:,'illl81'l"t I:"d Y'-:::n;{:""I, i[~ :;;r8p2.rin(~· fol' Jtlt,·~ F0rl:.~ Co.r~f~:r8nc',:' ~nJ. ,:2[,;:::1TCS the

G')Vern::::cT.:.t, i.::::;rJ1''J:,l':;:}·::'-~ P:::",:'I.:;le· o.z~ KtOI}Y~ of the i'ull -'"~PP()rt :JI c~ll At'riG::'.-.i.l

\!70ffi':;'":11 (:;'~,J ~hi3ir :,,;,cv'_~rnJ:1·=~rtL': 'jJ.i. ~:heir eff:):cts i.:.1 hO'Jti~1,;t t~",J 8")i:f:j::,onc(::q
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',. I:\Li.."tI"LC'P H-:':i-~-:'::':~~'2 i"t:=' :;'~ll to A£':'_'ic:';~n :;:(~r:~·c,(~r S--t"otc;:;: t fully

s'~pport t.l:;3 F..3t~:·i:Jl1Q,1 I:nte:'E;'overrulJcntal Preparator,Y }i1i:>3ti-nc/ThiriJ negion,:;.,l

CO:1fersTlc(; c:r..c C~-;;:>-JT"~, tL'3~~'" In0'2t ,:~f:~'Jctiv(; 201l6 ~Lil:;h-level I,2,l'ti::;ip2tion ~:_t

f,JT th 1

t.he \J~litol r,j'2:ti:;ilC-' D~:cc:,\~::: ..'..,J,. (.h:~',~n iD:::'rc:.':::r, ::.X((;2Y' :-<1..iO'1 tc!

"9::>vrtici.';J~ti·;r.i. of le2,::~; (l:-)vol,-,-:::(~(i ]Yi8lY'.1)i3r C C1J.;'l-t.'I'i ,3;:-' in t}~_8

:LYe ti,':; inlJJ.C:71.;;:'~~(,j-LL'J:l :Jf .tn8,:<.,'sures

th3 ,'/c,>,,1' ;'G00, 2~:_:P8 ,ic:J.l.y' rci;ratcgieG

to report ·v; th.'­

;:.nf... t~l.2 1.1 t!:'~ :ncot in{! 0f t.
t,l,li:' rc~~,')luti'Jn"
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512 (XIX). Homo:!, c~n.c. 1)ovoloprae:r<rt i;1 Afric2.: Mobiliz::..tion of Human al'!2..

Pin::lncia.1 Rescn::.rc8s for the EC~l. Women' 8 Program.tr.B Beyond the
TIl'litod Nc:.tiOlU? Dccc'.C.8

~ thst tJH'; 8°9,13 2nd obj ectiv i7;G of the Dnit eel tL-::;.tion::-3 ])eca.cle for

1,Jomen: &p.1C11ity, D'3-:j81oprn,'-=:n-t c,.::lcJ. Pc['.,ce, hD.vi~ not ~rct 1;e8Y;' fully 2,chi Gvcd

Gspecielly in AfricQ,

Notinv Hiin concern tho:i.", Qffort::-> p"ode by member St2.tos ancl the
iut ernat.ional communit:-. r h;.:'._ve Yl'Jt Y8t rDsulted j-rl th8 full a:'"lc1 (3(Tu.i tal,le

P:1rt ir-ipat ion of' ':·:...fric~.-::c:.l 'dOl:101'l in the r1evelop:nent prOC8f.;f.~,

Consicl&::i.... iflr the iDCT'Ce,J::inis needs of the: l1atiol12.1 f 8utn~E.:gio:nllJ. e.nd

region.::-t.l :JachL1<;ri8;:~ for <~hE, i~:'1,t'3[T8.tio11 o:f' \l0P.18n in d.evelopm8iYt, in hume.n

anu financie.l rC's:::rurcos for tl-L8 i~'1.tecr2.,ti')~1 q:(' ~lfric.'1n \rJo;n,']n bG,yond the

United N~tio~s D0c~de,

Rocalliqg GeTloY'f',l /.lssemol,Y r(m')lutj.:y,] 33/lt~2 of 20 December 1573 T...:hiGh

called on th2 S8cretary-Gencrn.l t::-:, increi..::;,se the numbGr of \-JOmcn in United.

Nations subj act to foogrE'.llhico,l distrib'-ltion, -Co 25 p r3r cont over a f,jur-
y sdr peri ad,

Recalling further G8norcl iis;38mbly riJsolutiOl1 37/235 of 21 December 1982
Hhicl'l requEsted the Secrett~r::r-Genl2ral t:J i:;,'ltansify ;.lis efforts to implement

full;/ tho provi3ioTIs 81' rssoluti0wo 33/143 of 20 Dscemccr 1973 ond 35/210 of

17 December 1920,

Deeuly CO:i:lcernGc1 th?~t th8 proportion of womerl in professional posts in

the secretG.riat of th:::: ]-!.;co::'10mic Commission fer ;\frica is on::; uf the lowest in

the United Nations Si?cretc-;,riD..t E'",-ld fJ.llf3 £'2.1" "bOlJhT the 2xpoct:"..tio~u:; and tE1rgets
set 11,y tl1c GGnoro..l tL88ca(('ly,

Hccalling I~conomi'':: ;::,ll\:!. Boci.:\l Council resolution 27/197[J of .~ Nay 1978
~'Thich rccor.tTI:::mderl "tho...t th'::; Gencr3-1 ~l(38?-rr.bl.y sho·,l.ld t<.:.kc appropriate measures

to provide for the fin~ci;:;ll resources and. )srsonnel n8cesDcor-.j for tlls

regioill'..l research o..nd -cT'2,ini:1S' cE.mtrc;s for womSn fro!!! the r8{;ulo..r buclget of
thG Unit~d Ne,tioj1s,
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Rbc2,,11i:(lf~ 2.1S0 rCs'oliliiOri"21 ac10ptccl by -the ~·iorld Conf8rence of the

United Natiolls" ]"ec:iid.S· 'fc.3" ~'Jombn: Equc,lity, Dc·,jd2:opm6nt a..'ld Peace, held

2,t Copenhagcm, from II]. to 20 July 1980, and Gnc10I'0(~i by G8n:zr2.1 ASDcmbly

resolution 35/136 '01' 11 I)ecem·oer 19('\0, reCIu.8sting th;: Secret2~ry-Genero.l,

2.~; an int03rio men::3a:....... 3, -Go (:~Dlc)I'", th'J pOL~::.;i·8ilit;y pf redGployil].';:; vac3..L'1t

post S vii-thin th'3 r(3gio:l[',1 commi:.;.;siollS t oj t,}-1\3 T'JOm'~~n' G prOe;r[,;mme,

Rec.alling furt}:er Gtmeral .i.h32,embly resolution 32/106 of 16 December 1983
\oJhich, inter e.lia, u::'g0d th3 Secretary-Gel1eX'[;.,1, in consultation vrith the

Exec'~tive S82I'cta,ries of the: r8ginnal commisf:io;:lS, tc taks urgently appropriate

mE:3,SU:C,3S to enf3ur8 that 0.11 t Gmpor<'.ry ("J1(1 ~)'3rman'::~n,t senial;'" Hamon t s programme

officers posts \'J.31'O CCll1tiY\u·3cl at the regional commicsions l'Ti t:t1in regular budget
rGGOUrGCrl avs.ilabl,·;; to t~~Gm1

Reiterating: it,2 call on lifrican Gover:i.1Jn8i1.ts and na.tio;J.al machineries to
ensuro the,t their r8epcctiV8 permal1ent missiolli:J to tlH~ Unit oJ No:tions 2Jld

delegations tc t'~18 7ifth Cornrni tt "0 of the General L.;:::sc~mbly d'3,J.ling Hiih

bUdgetary matt 81'S arc,; \,:e11 :L:lformod. on the cri t 1c[,,1 ::loeds of fl.i'rican ~vomen

ilnd to advocate g!'8e.ter f:-1upport f,:Jr the HOrJe;::,.'s progr21TIf,18S by the United Nations,

1. ...·~ppea1s t.) moni-oor States to t[Jc~ th',,:; i18CCSso.I"jr ffi3E',SUrSS tD ensure th2.t

more:. 110mGn 23'~~ recruited n::o 1)r~)mot8d particule..r1y to senior level and decioion­

mdking positions i:::: tll',,: Ullitecl Nations sy2tem'i

20 Ur!Z'('s member St.ates nf ECA to provid'2 the Subregiork.'l.l.. Committces and

the Africa RGgionn.l Co-aminatinG Com;~litt ee for' the Int egr,?!..tion of 1rJomen in
DevBlopmci:'lt "Hit}] th(~ :il,.cccS;?al"'J finll.11cial reSDurce 2.l1d support in order to

3trongthsl1 tlF::ir role ~~S ..,:"i.fric211 i~t8rgoVGn1E10ntal orgD-Y1ization2 3.Ild subsidiary

org0fis of iDe CommisGion~

30 Re,:::ra6.sts member St2::Go,s to ens~re that Middle a:vl senior level 'IVOr.18n

are giv8n every opporturl.ity for trainiJ.lg i~1 t;1C techniCIues of project dasign1

E1ail8..gemt"..mt an(1. follo;.1-U'91

4. Culls upon Afric0:1 States p.ne) GovermJente Eith (1Ualified personnel to

me....k:8 EVQ,i121~18 snch persol1l;.e1 to assist Oth2I" countries in the spirit of

collective 8(~lf-rGliQ.l1c8 c.Del Technicc~l Co-oper2,tioll among Developing Countries

(TCDC) call(d fDr i:l ths L2.goc Pl~";1 of ~"~ction;
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5. Requests national mac~ii1eries for "c.he integration of women in develop-
ment and the relevant departments of nlanning to ensure that projects involving
women are integrated in national develoDment Dlans and take into full account
the needs of poor urban and rural women;

6. Uraes th~ Secretary-General and the Executive Secr~tary of ECA to do
all in their power to nrovide a core group of pOSeS from regular budget re­
sources, throuah the redeployment of vacant posts and the 1986/1987 regular
hudget submissicn, to the African Training and Research Centre for Women and
the MULPOC ~Omen's Proarromnes to ensure their long-term viability beyond the
United Nations Decade for Women;

7. Expresses its apnreciation to the United Nations Development Programme,
the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women, and the international
community for the financial and technical assistance given to the ECA women's
prograrome;

8. Calls UDon the United Nations DevelOPment Programme, the Voluntary
Fund of the United Nations Decade for ~omen and all the other United Nations
agencies to increase their efforts to orovide technical assistance to African
women, includin? appropriate trafning, GC'h('ln~3hips and consultancy services,
and to ensure that this assistance is delivered in a timely and effective manner;

9. Stronaly reauests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for. Africa to :,_-edollble his efforts to increase the number of African \\fomen in
the Commission, especially at the oolicy and dec;ision-rnaking levels;

10. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA to organize as soon as
possible a special pledqinq conference for the regional and subregional women's
proqrammesu
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513 (XIX). Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair

The Conference of Uinisters,

Having considered the report of the Third :feeting of the Ministerial Follow­
up Conmittee on Trade and Finance for the Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopi~, from
9 to 14 Hay 198/"

Bearing in mind tbe recornnendations of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Recalling pre1.>ious decisions taken especially by the Conference of African
Ministers of Trade at its seventh meeting held in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 February
1982,

Conscious of the beneficial results yielded by previous All-Africa Trade
Fairs, held in Nairobi, Algiers and Khartoum for the purpose of stimulating
intra-African trade,

Welcoming the offer made by Togo to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Recognizing with appreciation the financial contributions made by the OAU
Council of Ministers towards the organization of All-~£rica Trade Fairs,

1. Decides to accept Togo's offer to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade
Fair in 1985;

2. Further decides that the follo'ling merber States: Algeria, Angola, the Congo
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, the Libyan Areb Jamahiriya, Malawi, Nigeria,
the Sudan (previous host), Swaziland, Togo, Uganda and Zimbabwe shall constitute an
Organizing Committee for the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair under the chairmanship of
Togo;

3. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to appeal to the Council of Ministers
of the OAU through the Secretary-General of the OAD to continue to subsidize All­
Africa Trade Fairs ?articularly the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which is scheduled
to take place in Lome, in the Republic of Togo.

•



•

514 (XIX) ~ Association of /,f>C:ican 'I'rade Pronotion Or:1anizations

The Conference of ~inister~.

Having considered the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial
Follow-up Co.,lIdttee on Trade ,me' Finance for Development. Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, fro::'9 to Ii· l-!.3y 1 ~~[;L,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts e"erted by thp Association of African
Trade Promotion Oreanizations to realize its objectives and raise extrabudgetary
finance for implementing its work progran~e,

Conscious of the fac.t that :'~1{~ i\ss0cia'tion could i..lake a considerable
contribution to ~he develo?Clent "f intra-African trade if given adequate
encouragerJent and. support fr~)11 /'"frica7.1 countries,

Strongly ar'neals to ~

(a) all men-oer States of the Associati0fl that have not paid their contri­
butions to the budeet of the Association to 30 so without further delay~

(b) those African countries tb1t have not yet joined the Association to
do so as soon as possible~

(c) the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of the OAU
to continue to assist lti,iFG in its pttenpts to oobilize external technical and
financial assistance for ::he ii'lplenentation of its work progrnMme;

(d) EEC~ Ire -' V;\1CTAD and other international organizations and donor
countries to consider rQquests for technic~l ard financial assistance by the
Association f~vourably.
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515 (XIX). Establishment of the African Federation 0" Champers of Commerce

The Conference of Ministers,

ConR"cious of the.,need for concerted and ur:!,ent action on the meE.sures outlined
in the Lagos Plan of Action so as to attain the goals of ra;:>id collective se1£­
reliance and self-sustaining developloent and economic growth for African countries,

Recalling Cha~t2r VII, paragraph 250 (ii) of the Lagos Plan of Action, urging
governments to promote and facilitste the establishment of national chambers of
commerce (where they do not exist), to include both State and private trading
companies, ~o1ith a view to establi8hin~ subregional associations (wherever they do
not yet exist) and to agree to facilitate the setting up of an African Federation
of Chambers of Commerce not later than 1985,

Convinced that national chambers of COIl1l!lerCe and federations, associations
or unions of chambers of cormnerce can play a more vital role in expanding and
promoting intra-ASrican trade,

Taking note with satisfaction of the efforts umde so far by the national
chambers of commerce of the region, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA),
the Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO) and other
organizations and individual African countries towards the creation of the
Federa.tion,

Further taking note of the report of the Third l1eeting of the l1inisterial
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9-14 May 1984,

1. Calls upon Africa:.! Gnvernmei1t.s t.o ?,ive full su?port to their nat.lonal
Associations of Chambers of Con@erce so as to ensuce their effective participation
in the Federation of African Chambers of Commerce;

2. Further calls upon Afric~n national Associations of Chambers of CommerCE
to decide without further delay to designate one national representative to
participate at the baug\lral Il'eeting of the, Vederation of African Chambers of
Commerce as required by the constitution adopted at the meeting of African
Chambers of Commerce held in Cairo in November 1983.

•
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516 (XIX). DLvelopment of Intra-African Trade

The Conference of 11inisters,

"lindful of the cardinal importance which the Lagos Plan of f,.:tion and Final
Act attach to the Dromotlo" of int'<'a-African traCee as the mainstay of the African
stratenv for socio:".,;:,conomic de-I-'('3~nT)JTlG~t and colL·Ttiv':=· st.21f-reliancl':,

Conscious of thv n2,~~d F(n: t:1:': ereation an~ ~;tT2rli:t"c~ain.~ of .[,.frican sub­
regional economic groupings wi. tIl a view to establishing an African Common
Market by the yt'ar 1900, as required in the Lagos "lan of Action,

Bearing in mind the imDortant contribution made by 'the project financed by
UNDP on the 0evelopment of intra-African trade and monetary and financial co­
operation in the plu'suit of the above-named Ohj2Cti Yes,

Noting with satisfaction the results of that project in assisting in the
establishment of the Preferenti al Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States, the Economic Community of Central African States and other supporting
institutions, and the strengthening of existing economic groupings,

Noting further the urgent need for continued assistance in the development
of these newly created institutions and the establishment of links among the
various economic grouoings with a view to facilitating the gradual establishment
of an African Common Market,

Taking note of the report of the TPird t<!eeting of the Ministerial Follew-
up Committee on Trade and Finance "'or Develooment, "eld in Addis Ababa, Ethiouia,
9 to 14 May 1984,

1. Deplores tile £&:::.t thut CCi\ (tJCS r.ct }.":~','" t~:c :i1.8c€.ss'J.ry resources to
continue the project desuite the encouraging results achioved so far in the
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Acti on 'lnd the Final Act of ~agos, parti­
cularly in the area of promoting intra-African tTad~;

2. Invi:'es th,~ :T'~:H;.V:·r S'.at~s .':If ~J>', to :)TOmote Int:ra-Afric~ln trade and to
facilitate such trade particularlY the removal of non-ohysical barriers,

3. Appeals to all African countries and _,'\frican institutlons, especially
the African Develoument Bank (ADR) and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in
Africa (BADEA), to nrovi",e financi,d supoort far ,.ctivities in this field;

4. Expresses its gratitude to UNDP for having :>rovided the necessary
financial resources for the ir;plelCeiitrrtion of the oro;ect between 1979 rrnd 1982;

5.
project
EeA. may
African

Requests the Governing Cound 1 of UNDP to review the results of the
and reconstdC'?:' the ::ossibi lit)' of conti~uing financial support so that
continue to assist Ah:ic<L1 menber Stat2s in the developmen'i: of intra­
trade and monetary and financial co-oncration.
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517 (XIX). OAD and ECA assistance of ,\frican countries in
i!~tcrna+.:io;12.1 nerrotiations

The Conference of (~i:1L7.ter:,

Recalling the r(~solution or: Af"'ica' $ ryarti cipation in international
negotiations whic~l ~!--ul!e:"::.rs as Annex II! to the Lagos Flan of Action. in
particul~_r the oporati1/e \?aras:ranh 3 of the said resolution,

Considering the laudable offorts which the OAl! and ECA secretariats havc
made to apply this resolution, in particular, in providing logistical and
technieal support to the African countries in their preparation to participate
in international negotiations,

Taking note of the reDort of the Third Meeting of the ;'·iinisterial Follow­
un Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9-14 ;,Jav 1984,

1. Requests the ECA and OAU secretariats to intensify ,'nd i"mrove their
technical ane. logisti.c supDort to the }~frican countries not only during the
meetings and preparatory phase preceding the international negotiations on
development issues, but also during th0 negotiati ons themse 1ves;

2. Calls upon the two secretariats to assist the African countries in
preparing f~~ th8 international n('gotiatioils to define a stratepyconsisting
of solutions to D:r'obleElS to be discusse~;

3. Requests furthc~7', the two secretariats to ;JTGvi.de the African Group
wi th all effective support in the course of international negotiations,
particularly iL organizing regular consultation meetings to Tevicl.,· the issues
under negotiatian~ ~nd make the necessary changes .;"'\ the strategy to be followed
in the light of the chanHing situation;

4. Once again calls upon the t ...vo secretariats to make an Ct5Sessment of
the achievement, of every international conference by analyzing the issues and
nroblems involved and IT''·oy:slr:,. :-,-~lr)rapTiate meaSUrc~, to b~~ lfndcrtaken by the
African countries with TPSY'('ct to i~5ue5 f(')T which no solution hnve been found.

•



S/ECA/CM.lO/38/ L•1
Page 121

518 (XIX)o Human Settlements

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 316 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment of
the Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements, 358 (XIV) of
27 Marcil 1979 on institutional arrangements for Human Settlements and 408 (XVI)
of 10 April 1931 on the extension of the mandates of the above Intergovernmental
Regional Committee to include environmental matters,

Further recalling resolution 8 (IV) of the fourth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry of 26 November 1977,

Taking note 0f th0 General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982
on "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless",

Having examined the report 11 of the second meeting of the Joint Inter­
governmental Begional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment, held at
Addis Ababa from Hi to 19 January 1984 and the resolutions adopted at the
meeting,

Appreciating the acti vi ties undertaken hy the EeA for the development of
building materials and construction industries,

Convinced thnt housing and Construction needs remain a major constraint to
the development efforts of all member States and that anpropriate assistance
should be given continuous ly to them in their endeavours to remove those
constraints,

10 Endorses the report and resolutions adopted at the second meeting of the
Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on HumJn Settlements and Environment;

2. Urf\".':-mmnber States to take steps to implement jointly with the ECA
secretariat t~;o snecific ~ctions definl_~d in the resolutions ,'ldontnd by the Joint
Intergovenlmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and I:nvironment;

3. Calls l~on menIDer States in co-operation with the secretariat of ECA
to take necessary steps for a full and successful participation of the African
region in the activibes of the "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless";

4. Recommends the strengthening of co-operation between the secretariat of
ECA, UNCHS, FAO, ILO, UNIDO and all concerned NGOs and inter-gbvernmental
organizations in order to promote human settlements activities in the African
region;

5. Reque~ the Executi.ve Secretary of EeA to take the necessary steps to
ensure sati~factory implementation of this resolution.

~/ E/ECA/HUS/ENV/2 or E/ECA/CM.IO/13.
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519 (XIX). Evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
African mul tinationa 2 institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 477 (XVIII) establishing the Ad Hoc Committee on
the evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of the African
multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and GAll, which requested the
Committee to submit its repc>rt thereon to the ':enth mCtting of the ECA Conference
of Ministers, and paragrilPh 264(i) of the Lagos Plan of Action

- ,
Having considered the report of the Ad floc Committee,

1. Congratulates the Ad Hoc Committee on its report and accepts the
findings and the recommendations contained therein, including the desirability
of extending the life of the Ad Hoc Committee 50 as to enable it to complete its
work;

2. Invites all the member States of the Ad Hoc Committee to take part in
the work and intensify their efforts to implement resolution 477 (XVIII);

3. Decides that:

(i) the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee is hereby extended for a
further period of one year 50 that it shall inter alia:

(a) visit the ECA and OALI-snonsored institutions which it had
been unable to visit, if necessary;

(b) make a morecomprehensive study and make positi ve and specific
suggestion for the co-ordination, harmonization and/or merg~of the activities of
the ECA and GALl-sponsored institutions including the possible dissolution of
some ot those institutions';

(ii) all the Chief Executives of the ECA and OALI-sponsored institutions
shall, for the purpose of implementing resolution 477 (XVIII) present to the
Ad Hoc Committee relevant progress reports and information at a meeting to be held
between the former and the latter at the ECA secretariat on dates in December 1984
to be notified by the Executive Secretary;

(iii) the Ad Hoc Committee shall submit its second report to the
eleventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers;

4. Requests the member States of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions as
a matter of urgency to give, as required by paragraph 264(ii) of the Lagos Plan of
Action, the necessary political and financial support to those institutions in
order to enable them to survive al'd function effic:iently and effectively;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary, the 5ecretary-General of GALl and
UNDP to give every possible technical and logistical sunport to the Ad Hoc Committee.
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520 (XIX). External Indebtedness of African countries

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing the rate at which the external debt of the African countries
has grown especially during the past four years and the difficulties which
many African countries are experiencing in meeting their external payments
obligations,

Conscious of the need for concrete steps to be taken at national, regional
and international levels- to deal with the external debt situation,

Noti~ that a Regional Ministerial Meeting on External Indebtedness of
African Countries is planned to take place in Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 June
1984,

Mindful of the need to ensure that-the meeting should be successful and of
the need to maintain the original dates of the Ministerial Meeting from 18 to 20
June 1984,

1. Decides that the Ministerial Meeting should be preceded by a meeting of
experts to analyse the critical issues and prepare its recommendations to the
Ministerial Meeting;

2. Further decides that_ the Meeting of Experts should be held from 14 to
17 June 1984 and the Ministerial Meeting from 18 to 20 June 1984;

3. Authorizes that the recommendations of the Regional Ministerial Meeting
on Africa's External Indebtedness should be submitted to the 1984 summer session
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council annexed to the ECA Special
Memorandum on African Economic Crisis.
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521 (XIX). Sessions of the Commission

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 330 (XIV) of 27 Marchc1979 on restructuring of
intergovernmental ffiachinery for development and co-operation in Africa and
in which it was decided that the Commission should meet-annually, albeit, on
an experimental basis,

Recalling also that some of the reasons that led to the decision to
meet annually were (i) the difficult economic conditions that were likely to
face the African region in the 1980s:; and (ii) the need to continue to work
closely with the Organization of African Unity which meets annually,

.Having considered the request by ECOSOC to its _subsidiary bodies that
currently meet On an annual basis to consider adopting, on an experimental
basis, a biennial cycle of meetings, and to report on this in 1984,

-Observing that the economic conditions facing the African region since
1979 have. actually worsened and require more than ever before closer co­
operation and regular consultations among member States,

" Aware that the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa is the only
regional economic body that has been charged with the responsibility of
sensitizing the Organization of African Unity and the international community
through the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly of the United
Nations to the general economic and ,social problems-of the countries of the
region and hence need to monitor regularly the implementation of- the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, y the current economic and social
situation in the continent which demands consultations on a regular basis, and
the growing number of international negotiations callifi~ for collective ­
African positions,

Aware further that the involvement of the Commission in the United Nations
planning, programming, monitoring and evaluation process re~uires that it
examines in one year or the other proposals for medium-term plans, programme
aspects of biennium program~e budgets and performance reports on the implementa­
tion of the Commission biennium work programmes,

Decides to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice
being reviewed at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1988.

1/ A/S-ll/14 Annex I and Annex II.
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522 (XIX). Strengthening subregional and regional co-operation

The Conference of Ministers,

r>C'cdling ECA r~solutions 335 (XIV) of 27 ;furch 1979, 418 (XVI) of
10 AprH 1981, arid 450 (XVII) of 30 April 1983 on i'1ultinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) and its resolution 479 (XVIII) of 3 ~~y 1983
on the strengthening of MULPOCs and the United Nations General Assembly
resoluti0u 37/138 of 17 December 1982 on the funding of the core staff of the
MiJLPOC3 from the r.egular budget of the United Nations, ~nd taking note
of the catalytic role the hULPOCs have played and continue to play in assisting
member States towards the fulfilment of their c~mmitment to the promotion of
subregi.olwl and regional co-operation end integration,

Recalling further the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organizat·ion
of African Unity, meeting at its second Extraordinary Session devoted to the
econoillic problems of Africa, held at Lagos, Nigeria, on 28 and 29 April 1980,
particularly the provisions concerning the strengthening or creation, as
ne':ess3.ry~ of subregionel and regional economic groupings as a first step

;\·mr.ds the establishment of en Africen Economic COlllLlUnity by the ye2r 2000,

Fu"ther recalling with appreciation the continuing efforts to strengthen
fu~ther Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), established on
28 May 1975, the establishment of the ?re£erential Trade Area for Eastern and
Southern African States (PTA) on 21 December 1981, and the establishment of
tly, Ec,momic Community of Centr'?l African States (ECCAS) on 18 October 1983,

!~1~re of the activities of the vnrious int2rgovernroental and other
aubregicaal organizations concerned with the economic and social development
of d'E African region,

Noting with appreciation the overall assistance that the UNDP has given
f~o ~:"'-=::::':'0g:'C'r~al and regional co-operation and integr':ltion in the Af:.... ican region
over the ye.ars,

Convinced of the continuing need to strengthen subregional and regional
co-operation and integration amongst the member St~tes as a first step towards
the Q::to.blishment of the Afric,.'!, Economic CoDlDtunity called for by the year
2000 cnde;: the L"80S Plan of Acrion and Final Act of Lagos,

1. hppeals to the member States that have ,not yet done so to sign and
ratify the Treaty for the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for
Eastern and Southern African States,
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2. Urges the member States that hAve signed the Treaty ~st~blishing the
Economic Community of Central African States to ratify the Treaty as soon as
possib/,j;

3. Appeals to member States to increase their support for the MULPOCs
by pledging generous'ly to UNTFAD for general or specifi<: projects and by
seconding, if possible, at their expense, experts to the MULPOCs on short­
term basis;

4. Urges member States and Intergovernmental Organizations within each
subregion to use the MULPOCs in their respective areas as Executing Agencies
for the implementation of specific projects;

5. Appeals once more td the UNDP to provide financial support to the
operational activities of the MULPOCs in addition to the assistance currently
extended to the r"romen' s Programme in the MULPOCs;

6. r,equeststhe Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to intensify his efforts to secure funds for the operational activities of the
MULPOCs;

7. Appeals to all United Nations Specialized and other Agencies to give
financial and other assistance to the African region in the implementation of
subregional and regional projects whose final ob}2ctive is the establishment of
an African Economic Community by the year 2000 in accordance with the Lagos Plan
of Action and Final Act of Lagos;

8. Calls upon all agencies of the United Nations System to collaborate more
closely with the l1ULPOCs in implementing their multinational subregional programmes
and projects.

•
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523 (XIX). Tourism

The Conf"rence of Ministers.,

Awart:. of the importance of tourism in socia.l and econom~c development,

Conscious that the growch of intra-Af~icall tourism requires collective
efforts at the regional level in the spirit of 'the Lagos Plan of Action,

Noting that an African r8gional ccnfer~nce on tou~ism and co-operation
is scheduled to tnkn place in ~iamey in October 1984,

1 Urges member States cO part1c~pate at the highest level in the
forthcoming African regionnl c(lnference on tourism and co-operation;

2. Requ~scsthe s~cretaritlt of ECA to submit all available studies
and documentation on the subiect to ~he·confer~nce.
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524 (XIX). The Meetings o~J!:.2licy Organs of the MULPOCs
~~Y/April, 198~

The Conference of ~lini5ters.
~=_.._--,~. .

, Recalling its icsolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 19i7 on the establishment
of Multinaticnal Progranmr.ng ano Operational Centres (MULPOCs) with headquarters
at Lusaka (Zambia); Gisenyi (Rwanda); Yaounde (Cameroon); Niamey (Niger) and
Tangie.s -(Morocco),

the
Recalling further its resolution 296 (XIII) also of---=importanc3 and necessity of econolJ1ic co-operation,

1 March 1977 on

ConGciou~ of the vital role the .lULPOCs play in promoting subregional
co··operation and integration of the member States in the framework of the
Lagos Plan of Acticn and the Final Act of Lagos,

Aware of the work programmes adopted by the meetings of the MULPOC COWlcil
of Minbtex's held at Conakry, Gillnea, 14 February 1984; Brazzaville, Congo,
27 to 29 February 1984 ; Addis Ataba, 12 to 14 March 1984; KinShasa, Zaire,
23 and 24 March 1984; and the meeting of Plenipotentiaries of the North African
MULPOC, Tangiers, ;.lorocco, 31 M2.rch to 1 April, 1984,

1, Endorses the resoluticns of the MULPOC Council of Ministers and of
the North Africa;:;-Meeting of Plenipot:entiaries annexed hdreto as Annex 1
(Lusaka); Annex II (Gisenyi); Annex III (Yaounde); Annex IV (Niamey) and
Annex V (Tangiers);

2. CongratUlates the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres
(MULPOCs) on their achievements in the field of subregional economic
co-operation and integration anJ Irges thelll to intensify their activities in
this field.

•
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525. (OCIX). Impl~.!!l~~~l;.~tio;J pi. th!:...International Developll'ent Strategy
for \:!l~_I~!.d_i}n~!;.e~.Natl2!1sDe.v~loplner.t Decade

•Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 D~cember
1980, the Annex to \ihich'co~ltain5 the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Deveh)pment De::ade,

Recalling alsc U,.,it,,;; H~,tLm~ Genera:' Assembly resolution 37/202 of
20 Decembel" 1982;Wi'ich l"ecffirms the decision to carry out in 1984 the first
overall review 3nd ,1PPT~is;",:, of the sta'i.:e of implement<.tion of the policy
measures, as well as i.:he 'i.'eaHzation of the goals :mdobjectives, of the
Inte:rnational Development Stratllf'Y for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Recalling f2!!''Ch!:£ United Nations General Assembly resolution 38/152 of
19 December 19EE, Hhidl expresses its deep re~ret at the lack of progress in
the launching 00' g)cb2.1 negut.iations ·...hich are intended to be one of the
principal instruments ±"o:;" facilitating the implementation of the International
Development S'L~eV,gy,

DeeplL...££!!c~ne£ovor t~e lack of real progress in the implementation of
the International Deve~.opment 3La~togy in Africa.,

Recal1i.n[ '<:hn the primary objective of the strategy should be to promote
the development 0f d'1"'-:,o1'1"'g c'''l'1trie< in accCTdili;C<; with the objectives of
the new internt>tional "con~'nric O'!:der,

Convinc~d.. that co:.:rci ",_~ (~cono:nic. measures ad1rersely affect the economies
of the develop:L~g C"'U1L,i es "nd their efforts in the field of economic and
social develGpment and 5e:'::~onsly i.mpecl£ the implementation of the Ini.:ernational
Deve lopnlent D~~r:.2.cl',;;.

Noting that for th(~ implementation of the International Development
Strategy to be Sl.:ccossful, n,easureg should be taken to bui Id confidence in
international oconomic i'(31nt~_ons!l

1. y..::ges the Guve:i'mn',)ni.:s cf the member States of the Commission to renew
their efforts fOe" the pur-oc;;s Or removinl' obstacles to the implementation of the
maj or goals and obj eCi:;,ves of the ~'I'ategy;
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2. Invites States members of the Commission to bring to the attention
of the summer session of the Economic and Social Council in 1984 the views
of the countries of the African region regarding the causes which impede the
achievement of the major goals and objectives of the Strategy;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress report on the
implementation of the International Development Strategy in the region and to
submit it to the Commission at its twentieth session.

,
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526 (XIX). -"fric,"n Econcmic "n~ Sod'll erieL:

Th\.o Conff'_rcnc,:~~ of T~'inisl:,:~rs,

• Gravely concer-(H/1 t~~'CJt t}H.~ ricep;,:,ninv 'C(j-r~Ol:l;::'''.'. ::nt1. socin.~_ cr1S1S in A.frica
and its grave ipmlicatioTIs for th:::~ l1coplc::; anc1 econoF.ics of the continent,

•

•

Havin?; c~rcfully ;~L!.;:l;rz.,':d the natur.:.'" caus,;.:s ,,:,:~(\ :;.t'!r!"'~~ct of t:'k\ current
8conomic ~nd social crtsis as H:?:ll as the measures necessary to d'~al toJith the
crisis as contain00. tn ref-\. 2n8cL:tl 11emoran(lum on ~\frica' [: Econonic nnd So('.ia1
Cr.is is,

Aw!:!:::. o£ tlK~ various activities and prog.rammes already being undertaken by
the Africa!! pco'!",1'::'8 ,':).0:1 r,o~_:rErflm';nts to rl0.a1 \-ritt-, t-":.-.:, Cln~rent crisis,

1. Acopts thn Be/'. rTli:;;cia~. Nemoranrh1Il1 on .Afric[l' s Economic and Socia.l Crisis;

2. Stronp1y apoud.s to all fJ"rican mcm')er States to rally behind the
efforts of t'!:1e. UN S(2cr(;tary-Gr~neral ?nd to ~3.rticinat:.;~t the Secon(~ 1ge1~ ECO::::OC
s"ssien at j'inisterial L.,vcl in or~er to mobiliz<c support for this Spe.cial
I"!emor,qndum;

3. ~O:mIil0!H5.s thi:; rl.ccision of the. 40th ordin,3.I"v 8(,88ion of the Council of
~anisters of the 0~~aniz~tion of African Unity 0n the current crisis in Africa
'\lhich ri2QUesti:~;j the rCA Conferenc8 of l:inisters !:o consider th(~ United Ne.tions
S<.'Jcrc:ta.ry-G2nera.l' 8 initi<ltivc~ and ffinkc r<"~comn.~~nc1ations t':l.creon to the I.lst
or.dinary sessior:. of the: Council of 1:1inistErs 8~\d to the. /riOt::J. ordinary <JssemeJly of
Pcads of State an0 '8ov(';rnm\_~lt of th;:: C~rf·an:tz3t:!..on of l.:fr:i.can Unit~ri

l~. Aporeciate.s th~: c;:'fcrts taken l"y c:~H::: ::ecr(;~tary-Gencral of the United
i\!ations .~~nd the Dir,~ctor-r;(mt:~r<1J. of t~";.c Fooc" and .o,gr:!.cultur.:ll f:Jr::anization of th.(
UnitQC ;:·1ations and i:r:1111or.;.·,;:;o t?:'\,:::rn to continue to enlist t.h," su-pport of the
:tntern~tioP[ll conmu!1.ity Eor fh~ efforts of !"!.embe.r States;

.5. 'F:ecogni2i~:::J t·:-:at ,,1·51(;; tbQ l)'t'j:~lary :::-2s'l!on~~ibilit7 for dealing 'liJith the
crisis lies Td.. th th(~ Governme!".ts ar'!.d PeonIes of Africa, the ma:~nitudr~ ~.lnd severity
of the crisis ~£!.;'..:.' the::, 3'P,,:("~::1 ':l.',T' a.ppropric:~t,,_, r0,s)-()':,g(;; hy '1J1 n.::-mh;rs of the
international community, the W" its rc1evrmt organs and specialized agencibs and
other rel0.vant il1.stituttons, as 'I'.rc.11 a~~ the sir:nlfic-:'I.nt tm~rovement of the
L"1te.rn.p~tional (~COI).O:~:LC ;::n"":lrorm,,:nt r,'2cessriry conc,itions for th.e '2.ffective solutions
of the currEnt crisis;

6. .r.allc upon ~111 mJ.;:mh2rs of t.he tntc~rnational community, the UN, tts
relevant org~n.s Qnd 8P~cia.:!.i.z(~C ::L';cncies fl.~·,' relev,"lnt in8titut:ions~ to take
urgent an(i <1pnropriate !!l2USUres, f!.3 contaiu12.d in ECf. SpEcial I~2morR.ndum, to
3.Rsist African mem':'er States it". CI.ealinp '8ffecti-velv ~~i'::'l, thp. current c.r:f.sis;
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7. Notes to.1itl~. satisfaction the aDryointtrent of Dr. A'.lebayo AdC!deji, ECA
EKecutive gecretary, es ~is 9pecial Po-presentative on the Economic and Social
Crisis in Africa as UE.l1 as tht estahlishment of the n~"1robi Office aT'Q the
useful work l;Jhich. thi,; 0ffice ~as alreac1.y u:''lc1erta.ken;

8. Expresses. it.-J ··:·'-~(~r ap')rcciption tc tlL; Excc'Jtivc SecretC!ry of the
EconoMic Commission for Africa for hevinr, helpec the Conference of Minist~rs to
prepare the EeA Spcctal ~~emorancup,_ on Afrie2' s Fconor:!ic anf,,~_ Social Crisis and
comn1f2.n(~_s him for the Li,8:h quaL:'ty oC thee d,ocumcnc Hnr. the c'...:::pth and
oom~reh2nGiven8Ss of the ~nalysis and proposals th~rtinz

9. F'.(~quests the Exc~cuti,tc Secretary of t~l.e EconOMic Commission for Africa
to transmit the ECA Sped_al l'emoraniluJl' on Africa's Economic ,md ~ ~cial Crisis
and its ""neyes to th'2 U",itC'c )lations E'conOldc nnd Social Council., and appeals
to ECOSOr to ~ivc this Special Uenorandum tile solenn.~!1d serious consideration
it deserv"s ."lnd to t"!l'c <lDoropriate Measures to assist the African member States
in averting the impen'3ing catastrrmh,,;

1 '). "urther r2quests the Secretary-General of th" OAU tc, tra"smit the
~peci~J i'ernoranilu1!l ane' annexes to the ?'lth AsseMbly of the Heads of State and
GovernMent o~ the nrganization of African Unity,

•

"
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527 (XIX). Special Appeal to the London Summit of Seven Major Industrialized
Countries of June 1984

The Conference of Ministers,

Having reviewed once again the economic and social cr1S1S which has
engulfed the whole of Africa and the serious impact which it has on the social and
economic conditions of the African people.

Gravely concerned by the deterioration in the economic and social 9i~u4~ion

of the African countries triggered by the unprecedented drought which now
affects 34 African countries. and the devastating impact of the global economic
recession,

Recognizing that the orimary responsibility for the development of our
economies rests with our Governments and our Peoples,

Further recognizing that the scale ano the complexity of the problem
makes it difficult for the African countries to deal with it by themselves
and that there is therefore an urgent need for massive assistance from the
international community,

commending the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
in bringing to the attention of the international community the present serious
and devastating economic crisis in Africa, and noting with satisfaction the
appointment of Dr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa as his special representative on the present African economic crisis
with the establishment of a temt~rary office in Nairobi to assist in dealing
with the crisis,

1. Strongly appeals to all Heads of State and Government participating
at the London summit of Seven 11ajor Industrialized Countries to be held in
June 1984 to corne to the assistance of the African countries through the
mobilization of massive resources to deal with the present economic and social
crisis in Africa;

2. Exeresses its aepreciation to those member countries of the inter­
national community who have taken speCial measures to implement the decisions
adopted at the earlier meetings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development to meet the aid targets of 0.7 per cent of their Gross National
Product in official development assistance to developing countries. and 0.15
per cent to the least oeveloped countries. of which African LOCs constitute
the majority;

3. Further expresses its deep aporeciation to those bilateral and
multilateral donors who have responded favourably to the initiative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on the economic crisis in Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to transmit this
resolution to the London S~T.mit of Seven Major Industrialized Countries to be
held in June 1984.
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528 (XIX). Meteorological services to combat drought in Africa

The Conference of Ninisters,

Recalling its resolution 473 (J<VIII) of 2 May 1983 on the climatic situation
and drought in Africa,

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/68 of 29 July 1983 on the
Climatic Situation and Drought in Africa,

Aware that the drought in Africa is a terrible affliction which has caused
suffering among hundreds of thousands of African people,

Notes with appreciation the statement of the Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization to the Conference of Ministers on the meteorological
and climatic aspects of drought in Africa,

Realizing that drought is a recurring climatic, non-periodic phenomenon which
cannot be currently predicted accur~tely by cycles or trends and must be studied
scientifically,

Considering that practical and useful steps can be taken now to help African
countries make better use of existing Heather and climatic data and techniques to
combat drought,

Being convinced that increased efforts on the causes, characteristics and
prediction of drought in Africa - both physical and statistical - will assist the
African Governments concerned to prepare long-term plans to mitigate the effects
of possible future drought, especially from the point of view of optimum land use,

Recognizing that the availability of adequate meteorological and climatological
information is essential to carry out reliably these studies, ~

Noting also with satisfaction the results of the AGRHYMET Programme being
implemented by WMO in the Sahel for the Inter·-State Committee for Fight against
Drought (CILSS),

1. Urges member States to support the balanced development of their national
Meteorological Services, thereby ensuring that tbese Services can make their fullest
contribution to serve the socio-economic development in their respective countries
in order to assist the African Governments on a sound scientific basis, in their
efforts to mitigate thp. effects of drought, and other weather-related disasters as
well as in the nk~jor efforts for the rational exploitation and conservation of their
natural resources (particularly vegetation, water, marine and energy resources)
and the solution of related environmental problems;

,
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2. Imiites'member States to promote individually and collectively their
efforts in atmospheric science research, particularly to those problems of
relevance to the weather end cliD8tic anomalies occurring in Africa and to the
application of meteorolo~y to socia-economic activities'

3. Invites further the member States to consider fostering their co-operati.cm
and collaboration in the field of 'Jieteorolo7icaJ. research.

'"• 4. Requests the Executive Secretary to study with ,~~ and other concerned
United Nations Organizations and specialized agencies the feasibility of establi,,\­
ine an advanced centre for l'leteorologY.,in Africa or any other alternative
institutional mechanism and to submit the study to the t,,'entieth session of the
Economic Commission for Africa;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure the co-operation of ECA in
all projects which WMO is considering for all drought-stricken regions in Africa
includinr, projects such as the AGRHYMET Programme .

•
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529 (XIX). /'i Substantial AS3'?_s'~~Me!'.t of th? 'Roundt:;1::,leg anr' C0!18ultative
Groun Yee.tiu:?;s

The Conference of "l':'in:i.ster§..:l

:lecallinf' p<::ragraphB .1.:.1 ani} 1J 3 of t·,u· SFCA re,cO!wJendinp: the set tin~
of national 'r~eC;lE?·ism5 foT. ref,ular a11.::1, perio/.ic T2vieli;r and ilTl.~lementation

th" SNPA,

,
"up

of \
Further recalling Lts rE::~olution !fn,;~ (yH l:!:1.) 011 the First P.ounrl of Pevielv

meetin')s' for African L'2ast clevelopec countries,

i'1otiup 'uith concern that ",:'1e rp:~.'ie'f')' TI'!-eetinSti so far orf:.anized have not
totally !!let the eynectations Ot 'tr-:'? I.eest rleve-loped cot1ntries~

j:,"f,,1Jsre of the importance 0:: th~ ','~it-Ten'1_ Global fteviet,r of the pro?,ress in
the impleucntation of the :-,r:PA to l',e held in ~··0:)t:er;.ber/Octoher 1935 under the
auspices of UNCTAD

1. ~~eqUect3 the Executi_v€ ~?ecr.eta.r;" of ECA to urgently prepare an appropriate
framer,rork to enahle African LrCs to nssess t~.f'. ir~pl€!"'ente.tion of the SNPA and to
for'l'Jard on ti!il(~ the in:1:!.virl.u9.1 coup.try t s assessment to the. ECA secretariat;

2. "eouest the ":xecutive 5ecretary of ECA in collaboration vit" U;;PW
ann. th~ T"!01-1d Hank to ma!i.e an assessfI:'\en t of the Round t:"._'lbles B.nd Consultative
Group i'-'leetin::,:s so far orgnni~€d, hefore t~e next meetinR of the ECA Conference
of "inisters DE <'''rican LJCs,

-
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