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REPORT OF THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE AFRICAN REGIONAL

COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR THE INTEGRATION OF WOMEN

IN DEVELOPMENT (ARCC) 20 TO 22 APRIL 1994

L ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK (Agenda item 1)

The fifteenth meeting of the African Regional Coordinating Committee for the

Integration of Women In Development was held at Addis Ababa Ethiopia from 20 -

22 April 1994. The meeting was formally opened by the a Representative from the

Ministry of Women Affairs, Representing the Honourable Minister of Women Affairs

Mrs Kebcab Tafesse, Mr Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary-General

and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission forAfrica, and the president

of the African Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in

Development Mrs Hannatu Fika also delivered statements at the opening ceremony

of the meeting.

The meeting was attended by the ARCC members from the following

countries: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo, Morocco, Namibia, Niger,

Nigeria, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia.

Observers from the following member States were present: Representatives

from Angola, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, Sierra

Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zimbabwe.

The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were

represented: ILO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNEP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO, ECA

Divisions.

Observers were also present from the followimg organizations: ADB, IAC,

FEMNET, OAU, German Cultural Institute, the Netherlands.
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The meeting was conducted by the members oftheARCC Bureau members

as follows:

President Nigeria

Rapporteur Uganda

The committee elected the following officers:

II. ELECTION OF OFFICERS, ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF WORK (Agenda item 2)

Under this agenda item, the meeting agreed that the bureau of ARCC

conducts the meeting as follows:

With regard to the adoption of the agenda, amendments were made on item

5 to read as follows: "Progress report on the African Federation of Women

Entrepreneurs (AFWE) and the Creation of an African Bank for Women" instead of

the initial title which read "Presentation of the progress report on the establishment

of the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs and the African Bank for

Women. The Provisional programme of work was adopted without amendments.

III. REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ECA WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAMME DURING THE PERIOD FROM APRIL 1993 TO APRIL 1994

(Agenda item 3)

The representative of UNECA under this agenda item reviewed the activities

undertaken by the Economic Commission for Africa with regard to the Integration

ofwomen in development during the periodApril 1993 to April 1994 in general and

the implementation of Resolutions of the Nineteenth Meeting of the ECA
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Conference of Ministers in particular. The Representative highlighted the catalytic

role played by ECA in the promotion and enhancement of the African Women.

With regard to resolution 753 (XXVIII) of the ECA Conference of Ministers on

Women in Development, the representative informed the conference that the above

mentioned resolution urged UNECA and OAU to assist the Government of Uganda

in the organization of the Regional Conference on women, Peace and

Development and for UNECA to submit the highlights of the Conference as a

contribution of the Regional Conference on women in Dakar The resolution also

urged the African governments and their partners in development to create a

Federation of African women entrepreneurs and an African Bank for women to

enhance the economic capacity of African women. The resolution further called

upon UNECA Secretariat and ARCC to collaborate in the preparations for the

Regional Conference for the review and appraisal of the NFLS and to collaborate

with FEMNET which is coordinating African Non-Governmental Organizations.

In response to resolution 753 (XXVIH), UNECA convened a meeting in which

the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (AFWE) was launched in June

1993, in Accra, Ghana, with thirteen delegates out of 25 existing (at the time)

national associations of women entrepreneurs. At the inaugural meeting, AFWE

elected its first Executive Committee. Representatives of the 5 UNECA sub-regional

groupings were also elected. The Executive Committee ofAFWE had already met

3 times since its creation, once in Accra and twice in Addis Ababa, where

UNECA/ATRCW assumes the secretariat of the Federation. A programme of

activities for 1994 to 1997 had been elaborated by the Executive Committee as well

as its implementation plan.

Regarding the African Sank for Women, UNECA carried out a detailed pre-

feasibility study for the creation of an African Bank for Women on the basis that

women constituted the majority in agricultural production and informal sectors and
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yet lacked viable mechanisms to finance their activities.

The findings of the study ted to the conclusion that a comprehensive study

was required to spell out clearly the operational modalities of the African Bank for

Women. The study recommended the creation of a non-demand deposit taking

intermediary for women which would be coordinated by a specialized African Bank

which would provide support services. The study thus recommended that UNECA

constitutes a collaborative committee to sponsor the feasibility study to look into the

various mechanisms. An ad hoc expert group is expected to meet in July 1994 to

effect this recommendation.

Turning to the preparations for the Regional and World Conferences on

Women, the UNECA representative informed the delegates that the meeting of the

Inter-Agency Task Force to monitor the preparatory activities was held in

September 1993 in Addis Ababa. Furthermore, UNECA/ATRCW continued to

collaborate with OAU, UNIFEM, UNDP, UNICEF, ADB, FEMNETin the preparation

of thematic technical papers for the Regional Conference. Other activities

implemented in the Context of the preparations for the Conferences included an

Ad hoc Expert Group meeting to consider strategies for the enhancement of

women's skills in mainsireaming and decision-making; and 5 subregionat

sensiiization workshops on the preparation of national reports on the assessment

of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Locking Strategies.

N. REPORT ON THE MEETINGS OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON

THE STATUS OF WOMEN (UNCSW) (Agenda item 4)

The Representative of UNECA introduced the report of the 18th Ad hoc Inter-

Agency Meeting of the OECD/DAC with UN agencies and the 38th Session of the

Commission on the Status of Women in New York, 3 - 4 March 1994 and 7 to 18
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March 1994. She informed the meeting that the main work of the 18th Ad hoc

inter-Agency meeting on women centered on the preparation of for the Fourth

World Conference on Women, Beijing, 1995 and the preparatory process at

national, regional and global levels; the Piatform ofAction; and the second review

and appraisal of the progress made in the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-

Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

Particular emphasis was placed on the need to have a preparatory process

that remained sustainable beyond the conference issues through such strategies

as institutional arrangements and financial resources which would signify

accountability in the implementation of the Platform of Action after its adoption.

The preparation of the reports for the priority themes for the Commission on the

Status of Women (1995) and the 1994 World survey on the role of women in

development were discussed by the UNCSW. The Secretary-General of the Fourth

World Conference on Women review the work that had been done during the past

12 months since the meeting of CSW in Vienna in 1993.

in conclusion, the UNECA representative noted the importance of NGOs

participation which had taken a new dimension during the UN Conference on

Environment and Development. Considering the fact that not many NGOs had

consultative status with ECOSOC, particularly the African NGOs, she informed the

delegates that special measures were being considered in order to allow a good

number of NGOs to participate in the Dakar and Beijing Conferences.

The discussion that followed centered mainly on the preparatory process of

the Regional and World Conferences, The secretariat observed that when the

same members attend the ARCC meetings, there is continuity and more effective

participation. Concern was raised over the fact that NGOs and governments were

not working together in order to come up with common position on the issue of the

writing of national reports.



On the question as to whether there had been any follow up on the

workshop on the training of trainers in entrepreneurship, UNECA secretariat

informed the participants that there had been an evaluation report and that UNECA

was in process of raising additional funds for follow-up activities as indicated.

In answer to various questions, UNECA secretariat informed the meeting that

out of the 45 members of the Commission on the Status of Women, there were 13

African countries; however, the participation of the African governments was

extremely low. There was great concern on this issue by many delegates. It was

suggested that this concern should be put in the report and aiso brought to the

attention of the EGA Conference of Ministers.

One delegate informed the meeting that her county could not participate in

the last conference in New York following inability to obtain visas to enter the

United States of America. In this connection, the delegates suggested that a

resolution should be passed to the effect that governments should be more positive

in financing WID meetings, conferences and activities and also more involved in

the regional and global conferences. Delegates also urged that ECA presses

African governments to take positive action on the issue of the participation of

women in the Conference of Ministers.

Regarding this issue, the secretariat clarified that UNECA was a secretariat

and that ARCC was actually an official wing representing governments of various

countries. It could, therefore, recommend governments to include national

machineries and other women groups in their delegations.

A sub-committee to draft a Communique' to the Conference of Ministers on

the issues raised above was then constituted and those participants who

volunteered to the sub-committee included: Zambia, Morocco, Swaziland, Senegal,

Central African Republic, Burkina Faso and Algeria.
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Finally, delegates showed concern on the deadline of the national report,

in response, UNECA secretariat informed the conference that the deadline was 31

March, however, due to many obstacles, many countries had not been able to

submit them. Delegates were then urged to do their best to submit the reports by

the end ofApril failing which they should submit them In a draft form and the final

copy by May 1994.

V. PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRESS REPORTAT THE REGIONAL L£WQ.

(ECA AND OTHER AGENCIES) AND AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL ON THE

PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIFTH REGIONAL CONFERENCE (1994)

PREPARATORY TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

(1995) (Agenda item 5)

The UNECA Secretariat introduced this agenda item by drawing the attention

of the participants to the quarterly News Letter in French and English, which spelt

out the Agenda for the Fifth Regional Conference, the thematic outline and the

technical papers which had been commissioned to UN agencies. The Secretariat

emphasized the importance of mobilization and sensitizatipn of youth in the

preparatory activities.

Turning to the ECA progress report on the preparatory activities for the

Conference the secretariat informed the meeting that the major responsibilities of

the UNECA at the regional level were:

To monitor, review and appraise the implementation of the targets set in the

Abuja Declaration along with the implementation of the Nairobi Forward Looking

Strategies in a regional perspective; and to prepare and convene a regional

conference which would serve as a Regional Preparatory Conference to the World

Conference on Women,
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With regard to the above responsibilities, UNECA had Prepared and

disseminated packaged information on preparatory activities to be carried out at

the national level. This package included guidelines for the preparation of national

reports and other information pertaining to regional and world conferences.

It also organized sub-regional sensitization workshops from 28 - 30 March

1994 whose main objective was to assist member states in the preparation of

national reports through training to ensure maximum understanding of the

guidelines.

At the regional level, preparatory activities included convening of the

meeting of the Inter-Agency Task Force comprised OAU, UNIFEM, ADB, FEMNET

and chaired by ECA. The Task Force had met once in Addis Ababa September

and had adopted information and communication strategies for the preparation of

the conferences.

Other activities undertaken by the ECA involved convening the meetings of

the Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting in December 1993 for the enhancement of

women's skills in main-streaming and Decision-Making which in addition reviewed

progress made in preparation for the conferences; the Fifteenth meeting of the

African Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in

Development (ARCC) 20 • 22 April 1994 which reviewed among other things

regional progress on the preparations of the Regional and World Conferences, and

consider the structure of the African Platform for Action. In addition, an Expert

Group meeting was to be held in June to consider the Draft Platform for Action

which would be presented at the Regional Conference on Women.

At this juncture the meeting also listened io presentations of member

countries, concerned UN agencies and Non governmental organisations progress

reports concerning preparatory activities, including progress on national report
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writing as summarized below:

Burkina Faso

The delegate from Burkina Faso conveyed to participants greetings from her

Government and in particular from the Minister in Charge of Social and Family

Action. She then assured the meeting that her Government was doing everything

to ensure that Burkina women would participate in the preparatory meetings of the

Fourth World Conference on Women.

A national committee had been set up in January 1994 comprising

representatives from the Ministries, women associations, NGOs concerned with the

advancement of women and traditional and religious authorities. In addition, a

small committee had been set up to prepare the basic document of the national

report. She also indicated that there were statistical problems that had made

preparations of the national report difficult The national report would be sent to

UNECA by the end of April.

The delegate from Eritrea commended UNECA for inviting the Eritrean

Government to the meeting. She remarked that this provided an opportunity for

exchanging experience which Eritrea had lacked for 30 years during the war. It

had become a member of the International Community only in May 1993. This had

affected communication with the rest of the world and even information on

preparatory activities for the regional and world conferences had notreachedthem

on time. However, the United Nations had made contacts and requested the

Government to appoint focai points. Since then, preparations had began around

March 28 1994 and a national committee for the preparation of the national report
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had been established with representatives from the ten provinces of Eritrea. The

committee had started with awareness campaigns among women on the two

conferences.

The delegate concluded by requesting UNBCA to take into consideration the

problems that Eritrea has faced and accept late submission of the report.

Malawi

The delegate from Malawi in her presentation expressed gratitude to trie

Ethiopian Government for the extended hospitality to the participants. She then

reported that preparatory work for the Regional and World Conferences started in

June 1993. The Steering Committee which was formed was charged with the

responsibility of coordinating the activities of the two Conferences, She then

indicated that four Sub-Committees based on the themes provided in the Outline

and a fifth Committee to coordinate mass media programmes and activities had

been established.

The delegate further reported that through a workshop organized by the

Steering Committee, the drafting of the report had commenced and was reviewed

in February. The second draft was being finalized and it was expected that Malawi

would meet the deadline of 31 April 1994 for the submission of the report. She

concluded by thanking the Malawi Government, UNICEF, UN/FEM and USAiO for

their financial support.

Morocco

The delegate from Morocco reported that a survey based on the Nairobi

Forward-Looking Strategies from 1985 todate had been conducted to evaluate
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achievements and obstacles in the implementation of the National Strategy for

promotion of Moroccan women. The survey would be the bases for the

preparation of the national report. A national preparatory commission had been

formed comprising ministerial department andNGOs. Both the national reportand

a Draft Platform for Action would be submitted to ONEGA by the end of May 1994.

The delegate voiced concern with regard to failure to obtain assistance from

the United Nations despite her Government's request A subregional workshop on

statistics and indicators, however, had been organized jointly by INSTRAW and

Morocco which was useful in the preparation of the national report.

Namibia

The delegate from Namibia reported that the first draft of the national report

had been completed and reviewed by the technical committee while the second

draft in the process of being reviewed by the same in close collaboration with the

chairperson ofthe National Preparatory Committee. Namibia would submit the final

report in the second week of May 1994.

In conclusion Namibia the meeting was informed that the government had

invited Mrs. Gertrude Mongela to provide first-hand information on the preparatory

process of the Regional and World Conferences.

Nigeria

The delegate from Nigeria informed the meeting that Nigeria had

formed a national Committee for the preparation of the national reports in

November 1992. That since then, a series of surveys and studies had been
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conducted. The Committee, she said, was working closely with various line

ministries and research institutes, especially for data collection. The first draft of

the national report was ready and would he reviewed and analyzed through a

workshop scheduled to take place in May 1994. This workshop was to draw

participation from women NGOs, organizations, line ministries and men and

women experts. The delegate further expressed gratitude to the Nigerian

Government for the full support it had extended for the preparatory activities, and

to UN agencies and the International Donor Community.

In conclusion the delegate recommended that in the platform for Action

emphasis should be put on equal share of the burden between men and women,

concrete actions that would ensure recognition of women's rights, serious

consideration over the debt burden which affected women most

Senegal

The delegate from Senegal observed that the Regional Conference would

provide an opportunity for exchange of ideas on economic, political, and cultural

issues. She informed the meeting that her Government in preparation for the

Regional Conference had set up a national preparatory committee comprising

technical ministries, women politicians, NGO associations and donor agencies.

The first version of the report had been revised by a Technical Committee. The

final report before being submitted to ECA, end ofApril would be reviewed through

a brain storming workshop-

She further informed participants that several other technical committees

had been set up to assist in the organization of the conference. These include the

Press, accommodation commission, Delegates Liaison Commission, Logistics

Commission, the economic and cultural commission. She however pointed out
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that financial resources were required for ail the outlined activities. The

Government had prepared a reference document outlining the main activities that

would take place during the conference, in addition, it had invited Mrs Gertrude

Mongolia, the Under-Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference to visit

Senegal at the end of April to discuss preparations for the conference.

Uganda

The delegate from Uganda reported that preparations for the Regional and

World Conferences started with the hosting of the Conference on Women and

Peace in November 1993, which adopted the Kampala Action Plan. A national

technical coordinating committee to oversee the national preparations for the

conferences was set up thereafter. The committee, she said, was composed of

representatives from alt sectors and ministries concerned.

She informed the meeting that national preparatory activities and regular

meetings were organized regularly to assess progress made in the writing of the

national report. She further informed the meeting that sub-committees had been

constituted to spearhead and assemble gender desegregated data according to

the sub-sectors.

She said that the initial draft of the report would be discussed early in May

1994 by a core committee. That a final draft would be ready by 31 May 1994.

With regard to publicity for the two conferences, the delegate said that a

publicity plan was being drafted. However, publicity in the form of print media, in

newspapers and quarterly publication of the Ministry of Women Affairs had been

established.
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She concluded by pointing out the financial constraint which hampered

progress for the preparations. She, however, added that some donors had

expressed willingness to finance some of the activities.

Zambia

The delegate from Zambia reported that the Zambian Preparatory Committee

was already established and comprised representatives from sector ministries,

NGOs, academicians, professionals and political parties. Two fund raising

ventures had been organized and with financial assistance from UNICEF videos on

Women's activities were produced targeted at women empowerment

The first draft of the national report was made possible with the technical

input of the Women in Development Department officials and with financial

assistance from FINNIDA, SIDA and the Royal Netherlands Embassy.

A one-day national workshop was being organized to review the second

draft, scheduled to take place by end of April. The final report, was expected to

be ready by the first week of May.

The delegate concluded by highlighting the problem of financial resources

which had hampered the preparations for the conference. However, the Zambian

Government was making provisions for extra-budgetary resources. She added that

the First Lady was also giving the committee full support.

Swaziland

The delegate from Swaziland informed the meeting that their first priority was
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to come up with a strategy paper for the formulation of a national policy on

women, in 1992 a national consultant was hired for this assignment through

assistance from UNDP. A national Steering Committee worked with the consultant

and completed the task after which a draft report was discussed in a one-day

workshop. The Ministry of Home Affairs decided that the same Committee should

continue to work on the preparations of the two up-coming Women's Conferences

in Dakar 1994 and Beijing in 1995. Sub-committees were also put together to look

at the various issues of major concern to women. The National Steering

Committee was composed of Government line ministries and departments,

women's organizations, NGOs and United Nations donor agencies. The first draft

of the national report would be distributed on 22 April to the National Steering

Committee members for their comments in a national workshop. It was hoped that

the firm! document would be sent to the UNECA and New York in the first week of

May 1994.

In conclusion, the delegate informed the meeting of constraints they faced

in the preparatory activities which involved: absence of a focal point on the issues

of women in devalopment and absence of a policy on women; lack of involvement

of youth in the preparatory sessions; time constraint which had not permitted

involvement of all women in the country.

The delegate from South Africa in her presentation, observed that most of

the problems that had been brought out by previous speakers were also being

addressed by the Sub-Council on the status of women in South Africa - tack of

publicity, violence, education, research, etc. A survey had been organized by the

council to look into these problems whose recommendations would form part of

the national report. The Sub-Council had also facilitated coordination of NGOs
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preparatory activities through establishment of a committee where NGOs were

represented and which was involved in the writing of the national report. She

hoped that these efforts would help in making the report ready on time.

In conclusion, she informed the meeting of the excitement of South Africa's

women about the coming elections which would facilitate their participation much

more freely and enable them to address their problems as in other countries.

UNfTED NATIONS AGENCIES

The observer from ILO informed the meeting that at the international level,

ILO was assisting in the preparation of the 1994 world survey on the role of women

in development and was also preparing a technical paper on women in the

informal sector. It was involved in the preparation of the system wide medium term

plan for the advancement of women for the period 1996 to 2001. In addition, ILO

was contributing to the chapter on womens work and the economy for the updated

version of the 1991 United Nations publications, "The World's Women: Trends and

Statistics 1972 -1990". The observer then suggested that the International Forum

on Equality for Women would provide relevant inputs to the preparations for the

Fourth VJorld Conference on Women.

At the regional level, ILO had commissioned a technical paper on "Women's

Access to Employment in Africa" which would provide analysis of womens access

to employment in the formal and informal sector of the rural and urban area. The

analysis would also provide Governments with information on policy issues on

employment opportunities for women, programmes and constraints and a brief

analysis of the impact of Structural Adjustment Programmes. The
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recommendations would be an input into the regional Platform for Action.

At the national level, ILO supports ministries of labour, employers and

workers organizations and the national preparatory committees in the preparation

of the national reports. An information and bulletln-kate on the Fourth World

Conference on Women had been prepared and was available to all.

UNDP

The UNDP representative recalled the UNDP Memorandum of November

1993, which advised all Resident Representatives to lend support to the

preparations of the two Conferences on Women and especially make useful

contributions at the country level. The UNDP administrator had In particular

emphasized the promotion of awareness of the Conference and key issues through

the dissemination of information, sponsoring seminars and supporting video or film

production to capture the sentiments, experiences and voices of women from

developing countries. In addition, the GendeNn-Development Programme at their

Headquarters was sending a report to the UNDP Addis Ababa that would review

what had been done by UNDP in respect of the preparations for the two

Conferences. The report would be distributed to the members ofARCC as soon

as it was available.

UNFPA

The representative from UNFPA informed the meeting that UNFPA had long

been concerned with addressing women's needs and gender issues and that the

first set of guidelines for UNFPA policies and programmes in the field of women,

population and development were issued in 1976. It was UNFPA's conviction that
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the full participation of Women in Development activities and in the benefits of

development was not just a question of equity but one of efficiency and vital

achievement of economic and demographic goals. Besides, UNFPA was

constantly reviewing its programmes in order to take into account new emerging

priorities and issues in the light of the socio-economic and cultural changes

undergoing the Africa Region.

In the discussions that followed the presentations, it was observed that a

cross-section of women ail over Africa had put heads together to prepare for the

Fourth World Conference on Women despite the various problems encountered

which involved lack of adequate funds relevant data, support and luke-warm

attitude to women's programmes, publicity and sufficient networking among target

groups at national and regional level. Members sought clarification on the number

ofdelegations expected at Dakar Regional Conference and on how the First Ladies

would be accommodated during the Conference. The representative from

Senegal, the host country, in resporfse, provided to the meeting categorized figures

of the expected participants as follows:

Representatives

Observers

Press

NGOs

Secretariat

Officials

Technicians

500

300

100

1,000

100

200

50

The UNECA secretariat, however, clarified that attendance to the Regional

Conference depended on the capacity ofgovernments to sponsor their delegates.

However, the issue would be discussed during the meeting to be held in Dakar

with the authorities of the Government of Senegal and Mrs Mongella and the
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outcome would be communicated to members ofARCC.

OTHER OBSERVERS

FEMNET

The representative from FEMNET recalled that at the NGO planning

Committee in Vienna in 1993, FEMNETwas given the mandate to coordinate NGOs

regional activities in preparation for the Dakar and Beijing conferences. In this

respect FEMNEThad its role as information dissemination mobilizing communities

on issues that affect women, coordinating NGOs preparatory activities for the

conference and planning and organizing the Dakar and Beijing Fora. She added

was working through focal points to carry out the above roles. The focal points are

responsible for coordinating activities for the conferences and dissemination of

information and they work closely with the committees involved in the preparation

of national reports.

FEMNETwas working closely with the ECA and donor agencies. Among the

activities undertaken from mid 1993 were the sending of information packages to

focal points; production of a bi-monthiy newsletter in English and French and a

publication "Our Rights" also in English and French.

FEMNEThad convened various meetings including the Regional Committee

meeting in Nairobi in January 1994. Other activities involved setting up a planning

committee to monitor progress for preparation of the conference, secretariat to

work on logistics for the NGO Forum and devising of a questionnaire for NGO's

identification.

in conclusion, she pointed out that the constraints faced, were mainly
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centered around communication and financial resources.

UNEP

The representative from UNEP informed the meeting of UNEP's role in the

preparatory activities for the Regional and World Conferences, which involved the

writing of a technical paper the theme of which was "Women Environment and

Sustainable Development'. She added that UNEP was closely working with other

UN bodies, the OAU and the International Liaison Centre (IELC). The document

would be ready for submission to UNECA at the end of April 1994.

MALI NGO APDF/RIAF

The president of the Mali NGO known as APDF and on behalf of the Inter-

African Network for French-speaking Africa thanked UNECA for organizing the

ARCC meeting. She informed the meeting of the Forum on Violence against

Women organized in February 1994 where NGOs participated. However, she said

the discussions that went on in the forum showed no knowledge about FEMNETs

role in the preparatory activities for the Regional and World Conferences. She

therefore proposed for a network like that of Southern Africa be set up to serve as

a focal point for the preparations of the two conferences. She called upon UNECA

to took into this matter.

She further informed participants that a three-day workshop for French-

speaking NGOs had been organized to discuss the Platform for Action. She

concluded by requesting ECA to indicate the number of delegations expected at

the Regional Conference, and how NGOs would participate.
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W. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE AFRICAN FEDERATION OF WOMEN

ENTREPRENEURS (AFWE)AND THECREATIONOFANAFRICANBANKFOR

WOMEN (Agenda Hem 6)

The DeputySecretary-General ofAFWE, Ms Yeshimebet Tessema introduced

this agenda item by recalling resolution 736 (XXVII) of the EGA Conference of

Ministers which invited member States to promote the setting-up of national

associations of women entrepreneurs. Consequently, the Federation was

inaugurated in Accra, Ghana in June 1993. Thirteen delegations from national

associations of women entrepreneurs attended the meeting and launched AFWE.

They also adopted the constitution of the Federation as well as its rules and

regulations. Participants were referred to the report of the inaugural meeting, and

the constitutional framework where the objectives of the Federation, rules and

regulations were outlined.

r

The Executive Committee which was elected in Accra, Ghana during the

inaugural meeting included Nigeria as Chairperson, Guineas as First Vice-

Chairperson, Uganda as Second Vice-Person, Ghana as Secretary-General,

Ethiopia as Deputy Secretary-General and Benin as Treasurer.

i

Representatives of the subregionat groupings were also elected. The first

Executive Committee meeting was held in Addis Ababa in February 1994. During

this meeting, a four year Plan of Action (1994 - 1997) was elaborated and

strategies for its implementation, ft also reviewed the status of the Federation

membership, modalities for its registration as well as location for its secretariat

Drawing attention of the participants to the registration fee of AFWE, the

representative called upon participants to register and become members ofAFWE.

Additionally, she informed the meeting of AFWE's relationship with regional and

international organizations. AFWE intended to apply for observer status with OAU
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and the United Nations, and had already subscribed membership to the

International Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (IFWE) to which it was elected

one of the Vice-Presidents.

AFRICAN BANK FOR WOMEN

A member of the UNECA secretariat introduced this part of the agenda item.

The participants were informed that a preiiminary study on the establishment of an

African Bank for Women had been reviewed by the ECA Conference of Ministers

in 1993 who recommended that a more in-depth study on the subject be carried

out. Accordingly, a detailed pre-feasibifity study was conducted which stressed

the fact that women constitute the majority in agricultural production and informal

sectors. Yet, they lacked a viable mechanism to finance the activities.

The study viewed existing financial intermediaries as holding greater

prospects than commercial banks for assisting women. In examining the potential

and viability for establishing such a specialized financial intermediary for African

women, the study insisted on the need to address the following key issues: funds

required to determine the minimum capital; accessibiiity; sustainability and viability

which would require funds to be mobilized from within Africa. The study also

stressed the importance of addressing the policy that governs banking institutions

in Africa in order to ensure an enabling environment. Other key issues that must

be focussed on include the infrastructure and support services in managerial and

skills area in view of the constraints that women face.

In conclusion, the study recommended that UNECA establishes a

collaborative committee with ADB, UNDP, UNIFEM etc. which would commission

a study on the practical modalities of implementing the recommendations for the

establishment of an African Bank for Women.
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The participants took note of the two reports and sort and were provided

with clarification on procedures for membership into AFWE and fFWE.

VII. CONSIDERATION OF THE KAMPALA ACTION PLAN ON WOMEN AND

PEACE (Agenda item 7)

Introducing this agenda item, the UNECA representative presented the

Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace report which was adopted by the

Regional Conference on Women and Peace held~ in Kampala, from 22 to 25

November, 1993 at the initiative of the Uganda government it was endorsed by

both the 28th Session of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

, (UNECA) Conference of Ministers and the 29th Session of the Assembly of Heads

of State and Governments of the Organization of African Unity. The conference

was organized in response to the concerns of women about the increasing

conflicts and violence against women in the continent and in the context of the

wider goals and objectives of the United Nations Women's Decade, whose

strategies and action plan emphasized the need for the promotion of equality,

development and peace. It was considered to be an opportune time to examine

the situation of women in the process of political changes and the role they could

play in conflict resolution and peace-building in the context of Fifth Regional

Conference in Dakar, Senegal 1994, and the Fourth World Conference on Women

in Beijing, China 1995.

The Conference had focused attention on four areas of concern: the nature

and effects of conflict and underdevelopment, women in the struggle for peace,

the empowerment of women in the peace process and peace education. It had

recognized that if peace was to be attained, conflicting factions in society had to

be harmonized and not polarized. While women suffer the magnitude of hardship
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in war, they are hardly involved in decisions that iead to war, nor in matters of

security and peace. The Conference had also recognized that peace was not just

the absence of war, violence and hostilities, but a situation in which all people

have equal access to economic and social justice, and to entire range of human

rights and fundamental freedoms, and in which the environment is protected.

In order to give substance to these concerns, the Conference had adopted

the Kampala Action Plan of Action which called for, among others:

The articulation by national Governments of meaningful policies on

women that ensure the full involvement of women in political and

economic issues, and those of social and human development;

The establishment of institutional mechanisms for enhancing and

coordinating interventions and strategies for such policy

implementation;

The provision of legal protection and special assistance for women

to ensure their participation;

Affirmative action to ensure the representation of women at ali levels

of decision -making.

Furthermore, the Conference had endorsed and recommended actions on:

social justice for women; Empowerment; education; Peace education as well as

institution and capacity building.

The OAU was requested to take a more active role in averting, managing

and resolving conflicts and in participating in peace-keeping endeavors while

member States were urged to support OAU efforts financially. OAU and UNECA

were requested to monitor and appraise the implementation of the Kampala Action
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Plan on Women and Peace by periodically convening conferences of assessment

of progress

Finally the United Nations as a leading organization in peace educationwas

urged to include women in peace missions; to ensure that the interests of women

are adequately represented in the Security Council; and to ensure the inclusion of

women at the highest levels in its agencies that determine and/or influence

socio/economic development policy at the international level.

The discussion that followed the two agenda items emphasized the fact that

women's issues were not welfare issues but development issues and therefore

should be considered vital to the overall development of countries and societies.

As the whole world is preparing for the Fourth world conference to discuss

development equality and peace as it effects women in particular, it is worthy to

note that there can never be development and equality between men and women

if there Is no peace in the society. The example of Bosnia was mentioned where

no body talks about equality and development today.

As women are never involved in the planning of wars of any kind, it was

suggested that women take more interest in the politics, international affairs and

all aspects of decision making.

The meeting also learned during the discussion, that at the Kampala

Conference on Peace, a committee of Women Ministers and/or Plenipotentiaries,

including Ministers of Womens Affairs be set up, whose functions would be: to

network and articulate womens views on regional and global issues, and to

address and formulate programmes and policies that would effectively deal with

women's issues and concerns towards the betterment of the status of women in

particular, and society in general. In this connection, It was suggested that, it
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would be advantageous forARCC to join the Committee.

It was also proposed that a resolution should be passed on the issue of

wars and conflicts stating that "Wars and Conflicts should unconditionally stop,

since the majority who are suffering the consequences, are women and children".

Furthermore, it was suggested that ways and means should be explored of

reviving the Pan-African Women's Organization and its network ofnational women's

structures in order to ensure that it plays an active role in the empowerment of

women, and operates as a pressure group to foster the building of peace.

During the discussion of the report of the Ad hoc Expert Group meeting,

some delegates stated that their countries were in fact addressing the issue of

mainstreaming quite satisfactorily. The integration of the issue of sustainable

development and environment was also stressed as important. In addition, it was

suggested that Governments should appoint men and women who are gender

sensitive and more concerned on the issue of women in development in key

positions in their administrations in order to be more effective on decision making

on issues regarding gender.

With regard to the word "integration", it was suggested that there was a

need to agree on a new theme that would correspond to the current situation,

instead of the word "integration" which they felt was outdated. Concerning the

recommendations of the media expert group, on the establishment of an African

Media Centre, the meeting agreed that leaving the responsibility to one country

should be reconsidered.
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Vttl. REPORT OF THE AD HOC GROUP MEETING ON STRATEGIES FOR

ENHANCEMENT OF WOMEN'S SKILLS IN MAINSTREAMING AND

DECISION MAKING (Agenda item 8)

Under the this agenda item, the UNECA representative introduced the report

and highlighted the aspects that were discussed during the Expert group meeting

on the issue of mainstreaming in the context ofdevelopmentplanning and decision

making, held in Addis Ababa in December, 1993.The report stressed that

mainstreamingAfrican women into political andsocio-economic activities required

not only attitudinal changes among those involved but also adequate qualifications

and skills among women. Given the solidity of the traditional cultural matrix in

Africa which places women in a subordinate, though complementary role,

mainstreaming women in development activities could not be achieved quickly

except through deliberate actions sensitizing all groups concerned.

The Experts also made distinctions between mainstreaming and integration

and stressed that the media, had a major role in sensitizing the public to the tragic

disadvantages faced by African women. They felt that gender inequality was not

just a social problem but an economic one which needed appropriate policy for

optimum utilization of human resources. In this respect women had a vital role to

play as they contribute 50% of the African population.

As indicated in detail in the report, the Experts a/so had an indepth look at

the strategies for the enhancement ofwomen skills in mainstreaming and decision-

making and the role of the media in the preparations of the Regional and World

Conferences and in mainstreaming women's concerns. In this connection,

relevant recommendations were made by the experts.
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DC CONSIDERATION OF THE STRUCTURE OF THEAFRICAN PLATFORM FOR

ACTION (Agenda item 9)

The ECA secretariat introduced this agenda item by recalling the 1995 World

Conference on Women which established a Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for

the advancement of women and the Arusha strategies for the advancement of

women whose formats could be used in structuring the African Platform for Action.

The secretariat informed the meeting about the structure of the Global Platform for

Action which outlined ten critical areas of concern and strategic objectives. The

need for Africa to come up with its own structure and contents of its Platform for

Action which would outline the critical areas in the right of womens' concerns and

interest was pointed out.

in addressing this issue, participants recommended that UNECA should

identify the critical areas from the national reports. In addition, it was

recommended that the format which was sent to the countries for the preparation

of national reports should be used for the African Platform for Action. The meeting

urged member States to speed up the process of national report writing and submit

them by April 30, 1994 in order to facilitate the drafting of the African Platform for

Action in time.

X. THE ROLE OF THE AFRICAN TRAINING AND RESEARCH CENTRE FOR

WOMEN (Agenda item 10)

In introducing the agenda item, the UNECA secretariat gave a brief

background that led to the justification for changing the name of the Centre from

African Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW) to African Centre for

Women (ACW). Mainly, it emanated from the much broader row and
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responsibilities which the Centre undertakes and which are incorporated in all

activities of women in development in addition to training and research.

The participants acknowledged the role of UNECA/ATRCW and supported

the idea of changing the name. They also enquired about the possibilities of

acquiring a list of annual activities and publications of the Centre. The secretariat

assured the meeting that a list of publications ofATRCW would be made available

to ail member States and their subsequent selection would be mailed to them free

of charge.

X!. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 11)

Under this agenda item, participants inquired if there was a possibility of

acquiring a list of the annual activities of ATRCW in order to enable them to

organize themselves to participate when needed. Participants were informed that

a list of publications would be given for member States to choose which were

relevant and would be sent free of charge.

Regarding the issue of change of the name ofATRCW, participants were

informed that, the change was aimed at reflecting the wider roles thatATRCW had

embraced over the years. It was further clarified that ATRCW was not restricted

only to research and training, but also dealt with many others areas regarding

women and development.

With regard to the MULPOCS, it was noted that MULPOC activities were not

felt in the regions. In this context, a workshop was proposed to discuss the issue

and clarity the role of the MULPOCs within tha sub-regions, it was recommended

that a resolution be passed by the meeting on the strengthening of MULPOCs

generally not just for WID issues.


