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REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
THE SCONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA IN 1961

(Reeolutlon 37 (II1) of 18 February 1961)

I, Introduction

1l. lt its third eeeeion, held at Addis Ababa in February 1961, the
Eoonomio Commlssion for Afrioca stressed the importance it attached 1o,
'oommunlty development. It partloularly con51dered that communlty develop-
ment, by endeavourlng to stimulate man to greater effdrt and to a proper
recognition of hle responeibllitles, thereby promoting the integration

of humen effort in general development, oonstltutee one of the deoleive

factors in euoh development ‘and 1n capltal formatlon..

2. To mark the importance it attached to . the. question, .the Commleeion
adopted a resolution (37 (III)) on 18 February 196l expressing its
eatlefactlon with the work programme prepared in. thig field by the
Secretariat, evincing its special interest 1n certain progecte, 1nv1ting
‘the Executive Seoretary to speed up aot1v1ty in this field, in consultation
with the epeclelized agencles,and to epply for the neoeeeery staff for

the purpose, and further reouestlng hlm to report on this question %o

the Commission at 1ts fourth 39551on. This document hee been prepared

in response to the latter reguest, . ‘ |

II. Community Development and Zconomic Development

3. A preliminary study on_"the oontrlbutlon of .community development to

egrnomic development" was undertaken by ECA in 1961 under paragraph 2(a)

cf the reeolutlon referred to above. That study, which was made by a
oonsultant efter a rapld visit to Ghana, the Ivory Coast and Nigeria, is
oontelned 1n the document publlshed for the Commission's fourth session’
under symbol E/CN. 14/144 1t deals in particular with the rural. ‘
development eepecte of communlty development with emphasis or economie
development, and covers, two series of questions:. (;)_thoeeraffecting

organlzatlon and general policy and (ii) those concerning the content of
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the programme. It examines the possible relations between incressed
productivity and improvements in health and education, and changed
attitudes arising out of human endeavour stimulated by community
development. I+ goes. 1nto the contrlbutlon of communlty development
1n dlrectlng avallable labour towards capital formation, the expansion
and modernlzatlon of agrloulture, and the extension of rural 1ndustrles.
’4. In the ll&ht of the views expressed by the members of the Commission
”at the fourth seeelon, a 31m11er, and more therough, study will bs
conducted 1n 1962 by a worklng party comprising a speolallst in
oommunlty development, a gpecialist in evaluation techniques, a rural .
gconomist and a statlstlclan, with a view to deflnlng evaluatlon
technlques, nethods and stendards and at the same time to produolng a
test evaluationi. “This study is 1noluded in the Comm1351on 8 1962 63

work progremme as proaeot 31 12.

[5.' Under EGA oontlnulng progects, a more general study on commun;ty -and
L ¥

L'rural development 1n Mali was undertaken in 1961. This appears as an

informatlon document under symbol B/CN. 14/SWCD/2 for the Standing
Commlttee on Soclal Welfare and Community Development. 1t is a
concise study deallng mainly with rural and economlc development in
Mali, general and local services, community structures, finance and

staffing. = . i L@

IIIs‘Tralnlng Courses in Communlty Development

6. In pursuance of paragraph 2 (b) of its resolution 37 (III), and in~
aocordance with its 1961-62 work programme , the Commission arranged a
'hlgh—level tralnlng course for communlty develooment speolallsts at
Dekar from 1 %o 30 November 1961 It Was organized on a. subreglonal and
blllngual basms, and open to all Weet—Afrloan oountrles. hhe ourrioulum,
which wa% planned %o sult teohnlclans and offlclals already oocupylng

responelble p031tlons, oomprlsed 72 hours of olasses on eoonomlc, soolz

AR
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cultural and technlcal development factors, the technology and methodology
of communlty development, experlments and planning, and 53 hours of
practical work divided between seminars (20 hours) and visits and

. :&@iscussions in the field (33 hdurs).

o

T+ Thirteen out of thé eightéeﬁ countries invited by ECA to nominate
candidates the ocourse accepted. These were Cameroun, Ghad, Congo
(Braszaville), Congo(Leopoldville), Dahomey, Ivory Coast, leerla,A
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo and Upper Volta. Tie '_
Btgden;a, nineteen in number, were of excellent quality;‘ Such koeneéb

- ;4id they disply that they may be expected to have derived the utmost
.benefit from the course, a report on which, produced for the Standing

Committes on Social Welfare and Community Development, will be found
in document E/CN.14/SWCD/5. I

;e n;311. Workehop on low<Cost Housing in relation to Community )

Development Programmes

'8. The ahove—named Horkshop was held under BCA auspices at Tunis from'9

' to 22 October 1961. It was attended by 26 experts from, 18 Afrizan
' oounfrles, the subaects dealt w1th ‘being the technioal, financial,. o :

economio and social problems 1nvolved 1n the organlzatlon of housing

policy, planmning, the peoPle s practlcal contrlbutlon to the success of

... housing end collective installation programmes, assistance from abroad

and action by the public authorities. The participants tabled eleven
recommendations on- the various aspects of low-cost housing and self—help
building. [The report on the Workshop was published as a working paper'
of the Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Communlty Development |
under symbol E/CN.14/swcn/4. | - o
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IV. Organization of Consultations to assist Governments, on

ggguest, in the Preparation of .their Programmes

LN

9. Thls 1tem corre;ponds to pararraph 2 (c) of reéolution 37-(III)L
Four countr1=s kava rcouested HCA asslstance in. prenarlng thelr communzty

development programmas. a,mmrounJ Dahomey, nthlopla, an& Madagascar.'

10. The ECA Comnqn“tj Duvgloamenu Branch has been Qonsulted on and

has a351sted ia thm preparatlon of plannlng arrangements for the -
Ethloplan Mlnlsury o; Gommunlty uovelopment. e R PRI
11. It has unforthgtely bean inpos 31bTe 8¢, f > to maet the requeats :
of the other th*eu gowerqmnnts, as the Chlef of the Community Development
Branch ‘and hlS ass’stan.; were faced with a very heavy programme in 1961.
To remedy thls thuatlon, tne Comm1551on is contemplatlng calling on a.

reglonal consujiant to asg ot 1ts own gtaff 1n these aetlvitlea..

12, It should be z‘dod uhat, in a field related to communlty development,
the Chiet" of tha" Dbr Coufunlbv)lkvelOpment Branch was asked in 1961 by the
United Nations Special Fond o visit the Ivory Coast and Senegal to look
into two requests. for assisvanse from the Fund connected with & long-term
vocational training.orogeazms. in the indugstrial and agricultural sectors,

-

and that he asvisted Senescd in framing a revised“request;

Oran *gﬁ}\p of & Documentatlon Centre

13. Funds werg Ql¢oruu;u by the Technlcal A331stance Board in 1961—62 for
the orbanlzatlon og b uncuwenuatlon centre for the following purposess’

(1) the collectﬂon of 1n*oraatlon ?rom Atrican countriecs .and the United
'Natlons on cohmuulv 'nvﬂ wpmonu3 rural development, and social-surveys
and servmces, (ﬁz)'tha alnsemlnatlon ©of such information among the
varlous couqtr:as,d(ﬁnij At col"eu don of audlo—v1sual material and..
equipment for leczn tu ceuttriss; and (iv) the publication of a liasion
bulletin.
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It unfortunately proved impossible, for lack of specialized staffl,
Yo set up the centre in 1961. But one official is now being recruited,
and this should enable the centre to start up in 1962.





