Distr.: LIMITED

'E/ECA/CM.18/L
23 April 1992

UNITED NATIONS | ‘ ENGLISH
OriginakENGLISH/FRENCH

| ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

ECONOMIC COMMISSICON FOR AFRICA

Twenty-seventh session of the Commission/
eighteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
20-23 April 1992

- DRAFT REPORT




- E/ECA/CM.18/L
A ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

L - The twenty seventh session of the Commission/ elghteenth meeting of the Conference
of Mlmsters responmble for econonnc development and planning was held at Addis Ababa,
from 20 to 24 Apnl 1992. The meetmg was forrnally opened by His Excellency Ato Tamrat
Layne, Prtme M1n1ster and Representatlve of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia. The
Secretary-General of the Umted Nations sent a message which was read to the Conference.

Statements were also dehvered at the opening ceremony by Mr. Issa B.Y. Diallo, United
Natmns Assmtant Secretary General and Acting Executive Secretary of the' ‘Economic
Commlssmn for Afnca, by Mr Sallrn Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of the Orgamzatlon
of African Unity (OAU) and by Honourable Mr. D. Mung’Omba, Deputy Minister of
National Commission Development of Plannlng of Zambia and the outgoing Chairman of
the twenty-sixth session of the Commission. His Excellency Mr. El Rhezouani, Minister of

Planning of Morocco read out a vote of thanks on behalf of participants. W

2, | The meetmg was attended by representatives of the following member States of the
Commission: Algena Angola, Benin, Burundi, Central African Republzc, Cameroon, Chad;
Cote d’Iv01re, Djibouti, Egypt Equatonal Guinea, Eth1op1a, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the L1byan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, ‘Mali,
Morocco, Mozambtque, Namibia, the ther, ngerla, Repnbhc of the Congo Rwanda, |

_Senegal Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Togo Tums1a Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzama, :

Zaire, Zambla and Zlmbabwe

3. Observers from the followmg Member States of the United Nations were present:
Bnlgana, Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakla, Democratlc People’s Republic of Korea,
leand France, Germany, Holy See, Hungary, India, Indones1a Islamic Republic of Iran,
Israel, Italy, Repubhc of Kotea, Romanla Russian Federation, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey,

Umted ngdom, Umted States of Amerlca, Yugoslav1a and Venezuela

| 4. _ The followlng Unlted Nations bodles and speaahzed agenmes were represented:
'Umted Nations Department of Econonnc and Social Development (UN-DESD), United
Nations Regmnal Commissions New York Office (RCNYO), United Nations African
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Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI), United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCT. AD), United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Higher Comnnssmn for Refugees ﬂJNHCR)
International Labour Organisation (ILO), Internattonal Teleconnnumcanons Umon (ITU)
Food and Agriculture Organization of the ‘United Nanons (FAO), Umted Natlons
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgamzanon (UNESCO), World Food Councﬂ (WFC)
World Food Programme (WFP), World Health Orgamzatlon (WHO) World Bank World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) United Nations Industnal Development Orgamzanon
(UNIDO), United Nations Centre for Human Settlements. (UNCHS / HABITAT) United
Nations University (UNU) and United NatIOIIS Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

5. ' The Organization of African Unity (OAU) was represented. '

6. Observers were present from the following intergovernmental organiietions: African
Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD), African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group (ACP), African Development Bank (ADB), Afrtcan Instltute for Higher
Technical Training and Research (AIH'ITR) Africa Reg10nal Coordlnatmg Comnnttee for
the" Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) Afrlcan Regmnal Centre for
Technology (ARCT), African Regional Orgamzatlon for Standardlzatlon (ARSO), Arab
Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA), Banque de Developpernent des Etats
des Grands Lacs (BDEGL), Economic Community of West Africa (CEAO), Centre for
Integrated Rural Development in Africa (CIRDAFRICA) Permanent Inter-State
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), Common Fund for Commod1t1es,
Commonwealth Secretariat, Economic Cornmumty of West African States (ECO'WAS)
African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), Economlc Commumty
of the Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL) International Commission on Irrlgatlon and
Drainage (ICID), Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Internatmnal Centre for Insect
Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE), Institut de formation et de recherche démographtques
(IFORD), International Parliament for Safety and Peace (IPSP), Kagera Basm Orgamzatton
(KBQ), Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA),
Organisation Panafricaine des Femmes, Reglona,l Centre for Trannng in Aerospace Surveys

i
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(RECTAS), Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS) and West African Clearing
House (WACH). '

7. An observer was also present from the Lutheran World Federation, a non-

governmental organization.
8. The Conference elected the following officers:

Chairman: = , Senegal’
First Vice-Chairman: Cameroon
Second Vice-Chairman:  Algeria
Rapporteur: | Lesotho

9.~ The Conference established an open-ended _sub-Cgﬁlﬂﬁttee chaired by the Second
Vice-Chairman to consider a draft declaration and related resolutions for adoption by the

| C@nference‘.-‘ -
B. AGENDA
10. On20 April 1592, the .Conference_ ad0pt.e..d the.fo_llox;ving ageﬁda:
* Conference Theme: New directidns for the Economic Commission for Africa
1. Opening of the meeting.
2. One mipute of sjlent i)rayer or meditation.

3. Election of officers. -

4, Adoptidn of the agenda.
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' °5)  Qéneral debate on: Preliminary review of ‘Africa’s economic and social
performance in 1991 and prospects for 1992, and transformation, recovery and
adjustment:
(a) Economic Report on Africa 1992;
(b)  Biennial report of the Executive Secretary;
(¢)  New directions for the Economic Commission for Africa in the 1990s;
(d) Implementation of regional development strategies: Update:
~ Progress report on the implementation of regional development
strategies (the- Lagos Plan of +Action, the African Alternative
" Framework t0 Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic
Recovery and Development, and the African Charter for Popular
Participation in Development and Transformation).
6. Consideration of the report and recommendations of the thirteenth meeting

of the Preparatory Committee of the Whole on:

(a) - Issues, studies and reports on regional cooperation for development in

Africa:
(i) Criteria for the identification of inter-subregional projects;
(ii) Economic integration in North Africa within the context of the

African Economic Community;

(iii) Agriculture and environment:



(iv)

)

(vi)

i)
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" The effectiveness of subregional and regional development

projects in the agriculture and rural sector with special

em'ph"asis on environment and sustainable development;
Population issues in Africa:
Analysis of the current strategy for the population programme

in’ Africa and the implications of the recent developments,

including funding policies, for its scope and prospects;

Information for development:

a. Information needs in the light of the emerging African

Economic Community and policy implications in the

acquisition and utilization of information technology in

Africa;

b, The overall strategy for the implementation of the Addis

Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in
Africa in the 1990s as adopted by the ECA Conference

of Ministers at its sixteenth meeting in May 1990;

Transport and communications in Africa:

" Progress report on the implementation of the second United

‘Nations Trafisport and Communications Decade in Africa;

Industrial development in Africa:

'”Pro'g';r'amine for the United Nations second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa;
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~ (viii) Natural resources and environment in Africa:

Report of the African Regional Preparatory Conference on

Environment and Development;
(ix) Trade and development finance in Africa:

Report on Africa’s preparation aﬁd participation in UNCTAD
VI,

(b)  Issues from subsidiary organs and sectoral bodies of the Commission

calling for action by the Conference of Ministers;
~(¢) - Statutory issues:

Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted by the twenty-sixth
session of the Commission and decisions adopted by the General
. Assembly and ECOSOC that are of interest to Africa:

. (i) - Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted by the twenty-
sixth session of the Commission/seventeenth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers;

(ii) Resolutions adopted by EC.OSC).'C at its second regular session
: . of 1991 and by the General Aggq;;;bly at its forty-fifth session in
the economié and _social—- séc_:tolr's that are of interest to Africa;

(d) Programme of work and priorities of the Commission:

- (i) . - Proposals for updating the 1992-1993 programme of work;

(ii) Progress report on ECA Regii:iﬁal Advisory Services;
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| (i) Revision of the Medium-term Plan 1992-1997.

(&) Extrabudgetary resources and operational activities in ECA:
A review of the critical situation of theextrabudgetary resources
* needed for operational activities in ECA. |
(f) ' Any other business \
' " (g) Date and venue of the fourteenth meeting of the Technical
| Preparatory Committee of the Whole
'(h)' " Adoption of the report '

(i) Closure of the meeting.

7. Report of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the African

"Least Developed Countries,
8 Any other business.

9, Date and venue and other matters related to the twenty-eighth session of the

Commission/nineteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.
10.  Consideration and adOpﬁon of the report and resolutions of the meeting.
11.  Closure of the meeting. =

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

11.  In his opening statement to the twenty-seventh session/eighteenth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa, His Excellency Ato
Tamrat Layne, Prime Minister of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia welcomed the
participants and assured them thaf'Ethiopia would do its best to make their stay a most

* congenial and fruitful one.
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12.  The Prime Minister observed that the global changes of the late 1980s and early
1990s strongly indicated that the world was moving from a state of fiequent, wide-spread
armed conflicts toward an atmosphere of mutual tolerance, cooperation and peaceful
dialogue in solving problems. Countries that to date had overly-centralized economic
systems were moving to a democratic, decentra.lized\ administration that, above all,
demanded effective grassroots participation. He further observed that Africa had achieved
positive outcomes with the liberation wars in Southern Africa. In Ethiopia itself, peace and
stability fostered fast growth of democracy. In accordance with the African Charter for
Popular Participation in Development and Transformation, adopted in Arusha in 1990,
African countries had recognized that the development crisis had com‘pleﬁ; economic, social
and political dimensions. He asserted that the effective resolution of the crisis therefore
needed the contribution, creativity, popular commitment and democratic participation of the
vast majority of Africans, with due account being taken of the role of women. To alleviate
poverty, previously large military budgets should be greatly reduced, so that with the new
mood of mutual cooperation and concern, the world could better help Africa to tackle its
basic external problems of soaring debt and debt-servicing, deterioration in the terms of

trade and the reductions in thé flow of external resources.

13.  The Prime Minister affirmed that Ethiopia supported the changes taking place in the
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe but believed that their growing demands on the
developed world need not reduce aid and technical cooperation in Africa if appropriate
strategies and modalities were worked out to enhance mutual development. Much
depended on the rate at which traditional agriculture was transforme&d.. Moreaver, the
pursuit of basic aims would be helped by accelerating regional and subregional economic
cooperation and integration, .i'ntroduc;i.ng sound population policies and identifying priorities
in health, education and the environment. In this regard, the Lagos Plan of Agtion, the
African Economic Community and the New Economic Agenda offered useful gﬁiﬂance for

the short, medium and long terms.

‘14, The Prime Minister asserted that it was important to distingnish implementation from
- intention and to lay more emphasis than ever before on specific African conditions,

particularly those affecting human resources development, the participation of womc;n in
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development and the securing of adequate external resources. The scope and content of
education had to be congruent with sound economic policy if educated unemployment was
to be avoided and enabled to make their full contribution to economic growth.

15.  Turning to economic cooperation and integration in Africa, he mentioned that those
issues -had been adequately addressed in the Treaty establishing the African Economic
Cominunity which placed unique emphasis on the evolution of such regional economic
“communities as a basis for regional integration. In that context OAU, ADB; the United
‘Nations specialized agencies and ECA, as well as the UNDP inter-country programme, were
~ indispensable - toels for - the growth and development of the. subregional economic
- communities. _He urg’ed.all African member States and the internat_ional community to take
‘appropriate measures to speed up the development of subregional _;cem:@'f_mnities asaprelude
‘to conti;nental econogrﬁc integration. However, he reminded the Co_nfereﬁce that Africa had
‘the ﬁlti‘;'x'.late‘respc)fnsibﬂity for its own destiny and d_eve_lopmejnt ‘and should mainly rely on

its own resources and effort for sustainable development.

16, In conclusion, ;he Prime Minister informed the Conference that Ethiopia was plea_sed
~ that ifs i'ntefﬂa‘l conflict had come to an-end and that the National Charter and the
Econormc Pohcy for the: Transitional Period both confirmed Ethiopia’s transition from war
- to peace, from totalitarianism to democracy and from a command to a market-oriented
econnmy The polmca.L changes in.Ethiopia, especially the emergence of a peaceful and
democratic soc1ety, were positive indications that socio-economic development would be
achieved. Ethiopia looked forward to the world’s understandmg and support for the success

of its pioneering endeavour.

17. Ina mes‘sage read on his behalf, Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Secre_tary-General of the
Unitediations stated that African economies had, in the past decade, suffered dramatic
'deter'i(ﬁ"ation ?charaetei'ized'by disproportionate population growth, serious declines in
standards of liVin‘g‘,'wersening terms of trade and debt-servicing burdens. The struggie to
revitalize and; strengthen Africa’s national economies reflected hlS own global perspective

for 1nte1'nat10na1 economic development One of his major pnontles would be to narrow
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the gap between the rich North and poor South through solutions to the debt problem and

' strategies for development within;a sustainable environment... . - -

18.  He said he was encouraged by the imaginative and realistic strategies that Africa had

" devised for meeting development challenges. The principles and objectives of the Lagos

Plan of Action, the Treaty establishing the African Economic Communrity, the Khartoum

" Declaration ‘on Human-centred Development, and the African Charter for Popular

* Participation in Development and Transformation were all useful instruments for the
recovery ‘and transformation’ of the African economies. The New Agenda for the
" Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN—NADAF), adopted by the General Assembly in

" Decentber 1991 as a suiccessor arrangement to the United Nations Programme of Action for
 African Recchry'andDevelopment (UN-PAAERD) could be used to build upon all those
past initiatives. He was confident that Africa would succeed in moving ahead .with its
récovery and in improving the socio-economic conditions of its people. He went on to
maintain that development and democracy were inseparable. The Charter of the United
Nations held that "better standards-of life in larger freedom" depended alike on human
- rights, justice and economic and soécia'l progress.” This principle was gaining ground with the
- end of the cold war and the -acceptance of democratic principles in the Eastern European
countries, the increasing advoc‘acyifor and adoption of political pluralism in Africa and the

- dismantling of the system of apartheid in South Africa. Unfortunately, some countries were
" “unable to concentrate on economi{: fdevelopment as they were still plagued with civil strifes,

border disputes and were suffering from environmental degradation, famine and refugee

. problems.

19. A pressing priority of the United Nations was to strengthen democratic institutions
and to support the democratization of all aspects of international relations. The regional
commissions had been major forces. in promoting codperation and- integration for
development. To create a climate of sustainable peace and security that would further their
- efforts, he intended to give priority to an active prevention diplomacy, in support of all

aspects of United Nations peace-building and peace-keeping.
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20.  The challenges ahead.required that the United Nations machinery should function
with maximum effectiveness. To. that end, he pledged his support to streamline operations
by following: th:ougb with. the restructuriﬁ_g of the Organization. He u'rged all Member
_Stafes to join hands with the United Nations system to revitaﬁze the Organization. He was
particularly gratified to note that the Economic Commission for Africa had already
completed the first phase of a stock-taking that would keep it at the forefront of African
development and cooperation. . He indicated that confident that African Ministers
responsible for ECOI‘I(}II].IC Plannmg and Development . would continue to support the

Comnussmn in that effort

2. In hlS statement, Mr Issa B. Y Dlallo Umted Natlons A551stant Secretary—GeneraI
and Actmg Executlve Secretary of -the. Econonuc Commission for Africa expressed his
appreciation to His Excellency Ato Tamrat Layne for presiding over the opening ceremony.
His presence. demonstrated the commitment of the Ethloplan people and of its Government,
most particularly HIS Excellency President Meles Zenawi, to strengthening intra-African
cooperatlon and accordingly supportmg the. Commission’s effort in that direction. His
appreciation and gratitude also went to the ch1ef executlves of the Orgamzanon of African

Unity and the African Development Bank for thelr cooperatlon with ECA. He paid a

special tribute to his predecessors, Mr. Mekki Abbas of the Sudan, Dr. Robert.Gardiner of

Ghana and Professor Adebayo Adedejl of ngena A.H of them had champloned the socio-

economic, transformatlon of Afncan eeonomies and the strengthening of mtra—Afncan
cooperatlon He a.fﬁrmed that he would endeavour to bulld upon the herltage of their

achlevement

22, The Actmg Execuuve Secretary observed that the world was ws1bly changmg Many

conflicts had died out and the transmon 1nto democratic systems of government was being

driven by the will of the people One mgmﬂcant sign of the resurgence of democracy was

the Conventlon ona Democratlc South Africa which should lead to the speedy abolition of
: apartheld There was. also mcreasmg recogmtlon of the need. to step up intra-African

cooperatlon m order to accelerate economic mtegranon, as evidenced by the 51gnmg of the -

Treaty estabhshmg the Afncan Economic Community.
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23. Afnca contmued however to face many economic diffrcultles Indeed regional GDP
had grown by a mere 2.3 per cent in 1991 while the populatton growth rate had reached
about 3 per cent. The paucity of domestic savings had combmed with the declme in export
earnings, the dwmdhng of external resource inflows and the debt overhang leave scant

resources available for deveiopment

24. He caut1oned that ECA’s ta,sk of promotmg Afrtca s economic and social
transformatton along with regional economic cooperation in the 1990s would become
difficult in a constantly changing political, economic and social landscape as the attention
of Africa’s major development partners shifted increasingly towards other regions,
partlcularly Eastern Europe He was gratified, therefore to ‘note that African countries
were becoming mcreasmgly aware that economic mtegratlon at the subreglonal and reglonal
levels would avoid longer term ma.rgmalrzanon of the contment as tradmg blocs emerged

in other reglons of the world.

25. The Acting Executive Secretary informed the participants that in order to improve
ECA, he had commissioned a Task Force to review its general poliey direction,
programmmg and dehvery capacity. The report of the Task Force, together with the mputs
of the ECA secretariat substantrve staff, the OAU, and eminent persons expenenced in
Afncan development, had been used to prepare document E/ECA/CM.18/4 e_r;tttled_,',_"I'}he
Economic Commission for Africa in the 1990s: A Policy and Management .Frar_nework;_for
Facing Africa’s Development Chaltenges". ECA would endeavour to make the 1990s the
decade of practical pursuit of priorities The Commission would continue to take the lead
in the desrgn and articulation of soluttons to Africa’s socio-economic development problems, |
but its focus would be aimed more specifically at the problems of member countnes within

tt_r_e context of the various subregional economic groupings.

26.‘ " ECA would have to pay greate'r' attention to the quality of its outputs. That would
mean fewer Conferences whrch would be better prepared and actron«orlented more
effective support by ECA to member countries for mternatronal negotlatrons, and greater
relevance in ECA research activities and technical publications. Efforts would be made to
achieve better marketing of ECA products so that they would be helpful to member States.
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ECA should work more closely with OAU, ADB' and the subregional economic
organizations. The fieed to lay miore emphasis on operational activities would require more
dynamic cooperation with other United Nations agencies, the Bretton Woods Institutions,
and the non-govermnental and professional organizations in Africa. Areas of focus for
programme delivery would cut ‘across a la.rge number of on-going subprogrammes in
agrlculture, industry, transport and communications, human resources development and
othe:izé, and would provide indicators by which the Commission’s ‘achievements could be

measured.

27."  Africa’s vast potential in human and natural resources, the growing commitment of-
African governments fo ecoriomic and political reform, the high entrepreneurial zeal and
the general determination of the people to participate fully in the development Process,

affirmed that Africa’s case was far’ from hopeless. ECA saw positive developments in the .
promotion of development policies that ensured growth with equity; the vibrancy: ef
indigenous n0n-governh1ental organizations in economic, social and political empewerment;
the growing awareness among African countries that democratic policies must go hand-in--
hand with sound ecoﬁdmic management; and in the realization by Africans that Africa must -

not merely survive but develop through cooperative effort.

78. He recalled the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment
Programmes (AAF-SAP) which had been adopted by the ECA Conference of Ministers in
1989 and subsequently endorsed, both by the Assenibly of Heads of State and Government
of the OAU and by ‘the General Assembly of the Unitéd Nations. That had helped to
instituté’ a three way dialogue between African countries implementing Structural
Adjustment Programmes, the Brétton Woods Institutions and ECA. In that dialogue, all the
partners'had recognized that: short-term adjustment measures had to be embedded in long-
term transformatlon, Africa’s development had to be human-centred; there had to be more
eff1c1ent and effecuve mobilization and utilization- of all domestic resources; and good
governance and accountablhty were vital for the sustainability of reforms. Those areas of
agreement ‘provided 2 sohd basis for enhancing cooperanon and expandmg consensus with
the Bretton Woods Instltunons They were also consistenit-witli the areas of focus around

which ECA’s work programme should now be implethented, reflecting as they did the
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conicerns. of African Governments and peoples. He counted on the support of each member
State, African IGOs, United Nations agencies and development partners, in the changes

which were planned.

29.  In his statement, Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of OAU, outlined the
major events in Africa and elsewhere, which had had far-reaching .rep_ercussions on the
future development of African countries. The signing of the Treéty establishing the African
Economic Community was a demonstration of the commitment of Afriéan leaders to work
more assiduously towards the total economic independence of the region. There was an
irreversible tide towards involving more integrally the entire African society in the socio-

economic development of the region and ensuring an effective popular participation.

30.- - The Secretary-General_obsetved that African leaders had stepped up efforts towards
finding effective solutions to-conflicts in the region. South Africa might ultimately brcék
loose from the shackles. of racism and re-emerge as a positive force in the human and
material development of the region. He then emphas_ized.that,only Africa could margina]iie_
itself. Its interests had never tallied with those of the countries it looked up to for assistance
and support. The global geopolitical changes, as well as shifts in alliances and gmphasgis
meant that a new strategy had to be drawn for Africa’s survival, The re_gion’s fate laid

entirely in its own hands.

31. - The Secretary-General pointed out that African countries had to 'mobilj_ze and
commit their national resources to-this end. External resources, whi_éh would be required
to complement Africa’s own effort, should be directed to programmes and projects that
promoted economic integration on the basis of the priorities established by the countries.

He appealed to the international community to supplement such efforts.

32. In the light of Africa’s total outstanding debt of over US 275 billion dollars and
Africa’s clear inability to meet the huge debt service of US 26 billion dollars annually, thé
Secretary-General observed that the countries had seemingly lost interest and enthusiasm
ifi discussing this problem, and that all solutions proposed so far had had minimal impact.

He suggested that since commodity prices could not be restored to the levels of the 1960s,
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and Africa’s total éxport earnings could not be commensurate with its requirement: for

accelerated socio-economic transformation, the region had te rethink its future strategy.

'33.” He added that Afrrca should nonetheless, attach importance to international
cooperanon for development and to the enhanced role of the United Nations, and that the
international commumty should remember its responsrbrhty and commitment 50.that the the
United Natrons New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s did not suffer the
same fate as its predecessor UN-PAAERD ' '

34,  With regard to the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, he urged that environmental
issues should be seen within the context of Africa’s lack of food and energy security, the
need for 1mprovement in the qualrty of lrfe, and for sustainable economic growth with

transformatron that would guarantee productive employment

35; Hrs Excellency Mr. El Rhezouam, Minister of Planning of Morocco moved a vote of
thanks on behalf of all the participants to His Excellency, Ato Tamrat Layne, Prime
Minister and Representatrve of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia, for having found
time to open the twenty—seventh rneetmg of the ECA Conference of Ministers, and for his
mspmng statement. He expressed apprecratton to the Prime Mrmster for sharing with the
Conference mformatron on the ma]or activities undertaken by hrs Government towards the

economrc and soc1a1 development of Ethropm and the well-being of its people He then

_expressed heartfelt apprecratron to the people and Government of Ethiopia, for the

hosprta.hty accorded the parttcrpants smce thelr amval in Addis Ababa

36, The representatwe of Morocco also expressed sincere. gratrtude to Mr. Issa B.Y.

Diallo, Actmg Executlve Secretary of ECA for his lucid statement, which had underlined-the

current changes in the world, and their economic impact on African countries.

37_. Specral trrbute was paid to the secretariat for the high quahty of documents which

'had facrhtated a fru1tful exchange of views and led to sound recommendatrons to the

Conference of thsters by the Techmcal Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW)

conclusron, the Honourable Minister congratulated TEPCOW for the excellent work done
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atits thirteenth meeting and expressed the wish that its report and recommendations would

be endorsed by the Con_ference.

38. . In his statement, the. outgomg Chalrman thanked partlcrpants for havmg entrusted
his bureau with the responstblhty of conducting the work of the Conference He expressed
hope that openness and cooperatron would continue t0 gurde the dehberattons of the current
session of the Commission and appealed to all delegates and observers to cooperate wrth
the incoming Bureau. IHe went on to introduce the Actmg Executlve Secretary of the
Commission and appealed to participants to give him their unreserved cooperation so that

he could discharge his new responsibilities.

39.. He reported on the initiative taken by the Conference at its prev10us meetlng to
propose a New Agenda for cooperatlon between Afrlca and the mternanonal cornrnumty
and paid tribute to His Excellency General Babangida, the President of Nrgerra, for
-despatching one of his most dedlcated and talented drplomats to lead the African Group at
the negotiations for the New Agenda in the General Assembly His tnbute also went to the
rest of the African delegatrous that had supported the Nigerian Mlmster |

40. . He referred to the 1ack of democracy and absence of accountabthty in Afncan
political systems as real problems facrng Africa. He pomted out that one-party pohtlcal
systems and corrupt mstltutlons had hampered competrtlon in the economic life and the
private sector had played a very lnmted role in Afrtcan economres Afncan countnes had
to position themselves to compete for dwmdhng external TESOUTCes. He adwsed that
' external financial assistance should only supplement Africa’s efforts for that to happen,
Zambia. had to opt for a new poht1ca1 and economic culture, ‘based on tran.sparency,

accountability, honest hard work, econormc reahsm and respect for human rrghts

41,  The outgoing Chairman reported to the Conference that the third 'ektraofdinary
session of the Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Economic Development and
Planning met in thdhoek Narrubla in November 1991, and consrdered the UNDP Flfth
Inter-country Programme for Afr1ca Resources for the Fifth Inter-couutry Prograrnme

‘would be lower than expected because ‘money had been borrowed from it to fund part of
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“the Fourth Inter-country Programme. He hoped that UNDP would provide extra funds so
that regional.development would not be weakened by reduced funding. |

<42, ' Withregard to internal conflicts, the outgoing Chairman expressed deep concern that

they were destroying lives and 1nst1tut10ns that Africa could not afford to lose.. He appealed
to ali:leaders to cooperate by using dlalogue to resolve internal conflicts. He asserted that

- Africa needed internal peace to achieve meaningful cooperation.

43. - The outgoing Chairman regretted that the Eastern and Southern African subregion
was currently afflicted by the worst drought in living memory and as a reéult,_ crop losses
from 50 to 100 per cent were being recorded and emergency food assistance of
unprecedented ﬁlagnitude would be requi'red, to. alleviate suffering. He ‘informed the
Confererice that rivers and bore holes were drying up, affecting livestock and the supply of
hydroelectric ene_rgy. - He further mentioned that most of the coﬁntries affected were least
deveioped and the impor.tation and distribution. of food implied a massive logistical
operation that requlred cooperation between the countries of the subregion on a scale never
before experlenced He expressed his confldence that the Conference would address the
problem and thanlged the external donor community for its response to the plight of the

subregion. 1 0

General‘ debate on' Preliminary review of Africa’ i social performance in 1991

and prospects for 1992, and transformation, recovery and adjustment (agenda item 5)

- 44, Several delegates and observers including representatives of United N. ations agencies,
regional | and . mternatlonal intergovernmental and nen-governmental orgamzatlons
part101pated in the general debate, inspired by the Conference theme New Dlrectlons for

the Economic Comrmssmn for Africa in the 1990s.

45. Parumpants underscored the profound geopohtlcal changes which have been taking
place in the world at large, and in the Africa region, in particular. There was general
agreement that Afrlca faced new challenges of major proportions which must be overcome

if the reglon were to-achieve socio-economic recovery in the 1990s. The new international
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“environment was likely to be characterized by the emergence of regional economic blocs,
and increased competition for the world’s scarce financial‘ resources. It was also possible
that Africa’s traditional partners-in-development might be distrécted by aid requests from

- other regions. It was the general consensus that, in order to meet the above challenges and

. be able to achieve the goals for socio-economic recovgw%ut in the United Nations’

" New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s, it was necessary to forge ahead
with the process of democratization, the enforcement of the respect for human rights and
the enhancement of popular participation in the developmental process. It was also

‘necessary to pursue sound and pragmatic economic and social policies, and to implement

the Treaty establishing the African Economic C_Qmmﬁnity.

46.  Participants. congratulated . the secretariat for the documents it provided to the
meeting having regard especially to their reduced number, shortened length and-the quality
of their substantive contents. They encouraged the secretariat to continue its efforts to

make the annual sessions even more effective.

47.  Several delegations dwelt on the need to further ephénce- the efficiency of the ;ECA
_ secretariat. In this connection, they called for the adoption of multidisciplinary approach
for effective prOgrammé implementation; the rationalization of the programmes; structure
and functions of the secretariat; and increased accountability to the Conference of Ministers
with regard to programme and prolect performance. The vital 1mportance of investing in
human resources - development both for member States and the ECA secretariat was
underscored. ECA was requested to play a coordinating role by collecting and dlssemmatmg 7
~ to governments all information .on;fellewshlps and training, with emphasis on opportunities
offered in the context of _A.frican:iﬁtef-country cooperation. It waé suggested that ECA
* should be an "African think-tank?',- which would attempt to read the future in order to

provide its member States with advance warning of problems that they have to face.

48. ~ The proposed new directions for the Economic Commission for Africa in the 1990s
were considered to be an appropriate and timely response to the challenges facing the
“region. The Acting Executive Secretary'_ of ECA was commended for having initiated the

" process of re-orienting the commission in order to enhance its efficiency and effectiveness.
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49. Delegates expressed satisfaction with ‘the spirit of cooperation. that was being
stre'ngthened between:the secretariats of institutions, the OAU, ADB and ECA and urged
the Executive heads of the three institutions to maintain the momentum already generated
in this regard through the joint OAU/ECA/ADB secretariat. The ultimate goal of the joint
secretariat-was to assist member States in the concrete implementation -of the Treaty
Establishing the African Economic Community.. The three institutions shoold clearly define

their reépective' roles in this regard. They should seek complementarity in their objectives,

50, The Conference noted with appreciation the General Asserrrbly’-s.continuing support
forthe Multinational Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) of ECA. There
was anurgent'need to-enable the MULPOCs to play an effective role in the promotion of
subregional cooperation and integration, The Conference agreed that the MULPOCs could
provide. technical advice to the subregional economic groupings and intergovernmental
orgamzatlons and. participate  more actively in the collection and dissemination of
mformatlon among member States and IGOs if they were revitalized.. Special reference was
made _to the economic cooperation and integration process in the North African subregion,

and the néed to support efforts currently underway there.

51. * With Tespect to the rationalization of ECA-sponsored institutions, the Conference
considered' that an in-depth evaluation of their viability' should be prepared by the ECA
secretanat bearmg in mind the need to avoid dupheatron of functions and waste of scarce
resources Concern ‘was' also expressed with  regard to other subreglonal a.nd regional

mtergovermnental orgamzatmns, which presently placed heavy burdens through duplications
of actrvmes and therr mu}trpherty on the financial resources of the member. States

52. - épecial interest was expressed by member States on a proposal for the reduction and
ratronahzatron of the meetings organized by the Commission. The: Conference urged the
secretarlat t0 ensure that such meetings were better programmed, and were focused on
prec1se themes -and 1ssues Delegations also requested the OAU, ADB and ECA to

harmo ze= therr respective meetings. The Conference sugge‘sted ~that an. . Advisory

Comrrnttee' rmght be orgamzed within existing resources to assist. the secretanat in that
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53. ° 1t was alSo stressed that ECA should endeavour to promote. complementarlty with
reglonal activities ‘being carried out by other orgamzatmns such as. the Bretton Woods ‘_

Institutions or those of the United Nations system. -

54, The overriding importance of agriculture was underlined. Agricoitural development
was indeed central to all efforts for achieving the ob]ectlves of socio-economic development

In this'régard, the view was expressed that the sustainment of agricultural development
would require projects which took into consideration the need for food securlty,%
appropriately scaled irrigation projects for arid and semi-arid lands; agncultural research
projects, especially those designed to promote 1 maximum use of local inputs; field extension
setvices to promote the application of high-yield crop and improved livestock breeds; and

adequate investment in rural areas.in order to curb the current migration to the cities.

55.  Industrial development was also an area which was to be given due attention, }
especially with respect to human resources. “development, technologlcal development

environment, integration of women in industrial development and promotlon of the role of
the private sector. The Conference noted that these were issues which would offer the
opportunity for ECA and UNIDO to enhance their fruitful cooperatlon through the joint
implemeritation of IDDA IL It also requested that. this cooperauon be € Lended to the

other two regional institutions, i.e. the OAU and ADB. W e ( f el wﬁ%

56. Other '_eecific issues were considered by the Conference, including the envi.r'onmeot,
youth, 'ptibl'icifhealth refugees, debt and commodities. On the question of the environment,
participants endorsed the African Common Position which i is to be presented in June 1992
at the Rio de Janeiro World Conference on the Environment and Development Many
delegations drew attention to the grave socio-economic crisis in the Eastern and Southern
Africa subregion arising from the prolonged, most devastating drought in the area’s recorded

history. .

57.  With respect to. the question of youth, the Conference took note of the proposal for
the establishment of an African Youth Development Fund. It also expressed concern on

the AIDS pandemic and the problem of the region’s refugees. On the issue of external
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debt, the Conference ‘took note of the approach being adopted by the secretariat to
strengthen the region’s repayment capacity and the management of i its external debt. Efforts
should also be made to negotiate debt cancellation and conversion. The ECA, in
collaboration with ADB was requested to-coordinate the region’s position on exte__rnal debt

along these lines.

58.  The Conference stressed the 1mp0rtance it attached to the issue of commodlty pnces
and expressed appreciation for the work of the Common Fund for Commodities. It took
note in particular. of the results achieved .since the .cntry__?ljlnto _fgrce___of the Agreement

establishing the Common Fund over two years ago.

59. Inhisreaction to the debate, the Acting Executive Secretary provided the Conference
with clarifications on a number of questions that had been addressed to the. secretanat He.

also expressed further insights on the wide range of issues raised by the speakers

60. In his summation, the Chairman observed that the questibns of the youth, the role
of women in development, demographic pressure, and t;he environment were all intricately
linked. He noted with satisfaction the prominence that qu accorded tdrthesé questxons by
ECA in seeking new directions for the 1990s. The Chairman cautioned, hoWever tiiai"t when
devising concrete solutions, such as the proposed fund for youth or the African Women's
Bank, careful attention should be paid to all practlcal constraints, e. g, fiscal budgetary -
limitations, the external debt burden, and macroecqnoxmq stability. -He exhorted Africans
themselves to be ‘réady to shouider the primary responsibflity to resolve the pfbbl_ems that
face their region. He appealed to Africa’s partners-_imdéve_iopment to continue t_b_l_f;r_id.
support, particularly on the question of the region’s excessive éxternal debt burden. o
61. The Chairman expressed his, gratitude to all participants, for their attendance and
constructive contributions to the proceedings, which demonstrated _theii' continuirig '

. commitment to the region.
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of the Technical Preparatory

Consideration of the

Report of the thirteenth__meetin
Coinr_ii'if_tee of the Whole (agenda item 6)

62. The" Chairman of the thirteenth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committeé of 7
the Whole presented the report of the Committee as contained in document
E/ECA/CM.18/22, for the consideration of the Conference. Discussion took place on the

followmg items:

PARTI:  Preliminary review of Afriea’s economic and social performance in 1991 and
prospects for 1992 S : : _

63. In considering paragraph 39 of the Report, the Conference decided that the last
sentence of the paragraph should be deleted. |

PART II: Transformation, recovery and adjustment

64.  In considering paragraph 52, the ‘Conference decided that the last sentencé should
also reflect the need to revitalize the MULPOCs. - '

PART II:  Issues, studies and reports on regional cooperation for development in Africa

'65.  Paragraph 71 was amended to read. "The Committee considered documeni_
E/ECA/CM 18/8, entitled "Population issues in Africa: Recent developments and thelr

1mphcat10ns for the African Regional Population Programme”.

66.  Inparagraph 91 (b) of the French text, the Conference observed that the correct date
for the African Statistics Day was the eighteenth day of November. -

67. In paragraph 111 line one, the Conference inserted the word "join-t":bet,'}veen "the"

and "secretariat”.
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68.  Under paragraph 113 line three, the Conference replaced the word "frame” by "adopt”
and added the following: "Moreover, the Conference will review other important issues on

enwronment and development. There are issues which are highly 1mportant to Africa, and

have not yet ‘been finalized. These are: financial resources, the international economlc

environment, conventions on climatic change and on blOleCI'Slty ‘Negotiations on those
items would be finalized in Rio de Janeiro. African experts /delegations would meet on 1
and 2 Juhe 1992 in order to harmonize their position on the issues pending. The

Conference itself will be held from 3 te 14 June, 1992."

69" In considering paragraph 115 of ‘the French text of the report, the Conference
directed that the last sentence should be aligned with the English text.

Issues from e subsidiary oreans and sectoral bodies of. the Commission

PART Iv: -
' calling for action by the Conference of Ministers

70.  In paragraph 123, Namlb1a confirmed its acceptance 10 be a member of the Board

‘of Governors of IDEP.

PART VII: Extrab_udgetagx resources and og erational activities in ECA

71 In coﬁsidering'paragraph 142, the Conference reformulated the last sentence of the

paragraph as follows: "Member States were also invited to allocate, where pbssible, a certain
percentage of their UNDP national IPFs for the execution of the fifth intercountry
programme for regional projects which had linkages with national projects”.

‘ 72 Under paragraph 143, the Conference reformulated the last sentence as follows: "It

reiterated its appeal for closer financial cooperation between: both the UNDP Regional
Bureau for Arab and European States (RBAES) and the Regional Bureau for Africa for

flnancmg of multmatlonai programmes for Africa".
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Conference of Ministers

73. ~ The Conference noted thg\\g(jthdrawal of reservationé on preambular parégraphs}_

apd-2-and operative patagllfg}%ﬂ)jlz in resolution 1 (XIII).

74. The Conference adopted the 'report including the resolutions and decisions as

amended.

“75. . In considering this item, the Conference accepted by acclamation the . generous

invitation extended to it by the representative of Zambia to:host the twenty-eighth session

of the Commission in 1993 in Lusaka, Zambia.

' Developed Countries (agenda item 7)

76.  The Conference of Ministers took note of the report and resolutions of the eleventh

~meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the African Least Develeped Countries (LDCs)
as contained in document E/ECA/CM.18/23. '

Any oiher business (agenda item 8).

777. - - The representative of Morocco referred to proposals made by his delegation during

"the general debate, namely:.

(a)  That an African Ministerial Committee should meet between annual sessions
of the Conference to provide guidance and directives to the secretariat on major issues

affecting the continent;
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(b) Thata sc1ent1f.1c sermnar on the revival of planmng for the subregxon of North

Afnca be orgamzed w1th the a351stance of UNDP
| (c) ThatStrateglc maﬁagement in Afn'ca be prdrﬁq'téd; e

(d) ' That a brain stdtﬁling group on the problems confronting the IGOs be set up
to explore new mechamsms for the payment of assessed contributions, redirection of the
objectives and mandates of those orgamzauons in the hght of changes takmg place in Africa

and elsewhere, and

i (e) : That an African Fund for Youth be estabhshed at ADB and managed Jomﬂy
by ECA, OAU and ADB

78.  He offered the assistance of his country in f_.he iin;ilemeﬂfation_ of these proposals.

79.. The Conference discussed the various proposals and welcomed them in principle.
It was noted that some of the proposals had already been accepted by the Conference in the
preceding discussions. The Conference recognized the usefulness of intersessional meetings
as one annual meeting was not sufficient to adequately deal with the burning issues that the
region was confronted with ina rapidly changing world. However, the Conference cautioned
against the hasty adoption of proposals which might have far-reaching implications. The
secretariat was requested to study the said proposals and make recommendations for the -
consideration of the Ministers at the next session of the Commission. In that regard the
secretariat could be assisted by a consultative committee of Ambassadors residing in Addis
Ababa.

80. The Conference also requested the secretariat, in collaboration with ADB and OAU,
to undertake a feasibility study on the creation of a Fund for Youth.

81. In referring to the planned meeting of the Conference in Lusaka in 1993, the

Conference agreed that attempts be made to limit the duration of the Ministerial session

1o three days.
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82. On the issue of refugees the A.ctmg Executive Secretary noted that African
governments were becoming more conscious of the magmtude of the problems of refugees,
and their impacts on inter alia population and the environment. He, suggested that it would

be useful for the United Nations and OAU secretarlats to attack the root causes of the

prablerns of refugees, as they affected the economic and social development of the region.

Date and venue and other matters  to  the tﬁtetttxaeigh' th _ session _of _the
Commlssmn[mneteenth meetmg of the Conference of Mlmster (agenda item 9) o

83. The Conference decided that the next session of the Commission would take place
durmg the month of April, in 1993. The precise dates of the meetmg will be estabhshed
following consultations between the Executive Secretary and the host country The
Conference reconflrmed its acceptance of the mv1tat10n of the Government of Zamb1a to

hold the next session in Lusaka, Zambia,
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TWENTY SEVENTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR AFRICA AND EIGHTEENTH MEETING OF THE
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND PLANNING

Final Declaration

i We, the Afncan Mmlsters respon31ble for Economic Development and Planning, held the
Twenty-seventh session of the Comnnss:on and Elghteenth meetmg of our Conference from 224/ M
to 23 Apnl 1992 in Addis Ababa Agamst the backdrop of the recent dra.mat:c changes that have
'tam and contmue to evolve in Afnca and the rest of the world we chose as the theme

| of our conference New Drrectlons for the Commlssmn m the 19905 Th:s theme was

mtended to stgmfy new and emergmg challenges confrontmg Aﬁwan countnes The Econonnc
iZ'z'd/f\éormmss1on for Afnca whose mam mrssron is to. promote socno—economlc development and
\ "" 5"1mportant ro.ll
States to adapt to these chamges Tlus Was the settlng m wlnch we conducted an m—depth debate

transformatton of Afrlcan countrles has 0 play i} asmst:mg African member

on both the current economlc and socnal s1tuauon in Afrlca and the policy paper on new
orlentatton ttﬂed ECA i in the 1990s A pohcy and management framework for facmg Affrica’s
Development Challenges

2. We commend the Executwe Secretary of the Econom:c COHIIH]SSIOII for Aﬁ'tca for lus :
mlttatlve and efforts in chartmg new dtrecttons for the acttvmes of the Commtssmn We are
convmced that the changes that have taken place i in Africa and the test of the world in the past
few years and the accompanying challenges justify adjustment in ECA’s orientation, programmes
and management capacnty Wlﬂl a view to ensurmg greater nnpact of its acttvmes We consider
sucha re-ortentatnon to be consnstent with the reforms already underway in the rest of the United

'Nauons system

3. U We underlme the need for v1gorous efforts to be made in nnplementtng the. reforms
needed to make ECA adapt to the changes We further invite the Bxecuttve Secretary of ECA
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10 mvolve member States act1ve1y in the reform process espec1ally usmg the mformal
consultative echanism between ECA secreta.nat and Afrtcan diplomatic missions resident in Addis
Ababa.

4.~ We endorse the areas of focus for ECA’s programme dehvery in the new onentanon
~ which are in accordance with exxsnng pnonnes These are namely strengthemng ECA’s
' advocacy role on socio-economic questions promotmg regaonal cooperauon and mtegrauon
enhancing the eﬁicnency of the publtc sector; promotmg of pnvate untlattves aod
| enn‘epreneurshlp, development dxssemmatlon and utlhzanon of science and technology, ensunng
‘@ desirable balance between food supply, populatton human settlements and envnonment
:; "‘fostenng human-centred development promotmg structural n‘ansformanon and dwers:ﬁcatxon of
“Afncan cconomnes and promotlon of Women in development We call npon ECA to take due

| account of the roie of youths in development of member States

‘5. - We are aware of the need for ECA to snmulate increased parttc1pauon at its meetmgs and
conferences by reducing their number and frequency and concentrating such meetings on speczﬁc
themes. We, therefore, entrust the Execunve Secretary to make an in-depth study of these
matters including the possﬂnhty of estabhsmng a steering xmmstenal committee to meet mter—
sessmnally. This study ‘should be submitted to the next session of the Conference for

consideration,

6. We emphasme the need for the MULPOCs to be rev1tahzed to enable them to play their
role which will consist essentlal]y of promotmg mtegrattoo and socio-economic development
the subregions. We call on ECA to make action-oriented and innovative proposals on this issue.
We also invite ECA to conduct an m—depth study in consuitanon with OAU on the rationalization
_ and re-orgamzatlon of its sponsored msntutlons and submlt a report 0 us at our Twenty-elghth

Session,
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7. We encourage intensified muiti-faceted collaboration among ECA, OAU and ADB
‘Cofisistent with the need to ensure that the full potentials of all African. institutions and
'orgamzaurms are mobilized for the promotion of Africa’s socio-economic development and
i’mtegratlon In particular; weurge them to strengthen their present joint secretariat arrangement
to make it an 1mp0rtant ‘vehicle for implementation of the Treaty establishing African Economic

Commiunity.

8.  ‘We recognize that extrabudgetary resources have played and will continue to play an
“ jmportant ‘role in ECA’s -implementation of its work programmes in accordance with its
‘:'pnontles At the sattie time, we note with concern that these resources which accounted for

approximately 40 per cent of total ECA financial resources in 1983-1991; are projected to decline
to 25 per cent of total resources in the 1992-1993 biennium. We underscore ECA’s role as an

executmg agency for programmes arid projects in the area of regional cooperatlon and mtegraﬂon

‘and urge that financial contributions of United Nations reflect the lmportance of regional
“dimension in operational activities for development. We encourage ECA to mten_s_r_fy efforts at

mobilizing of extrabudgetary resources both by cultivating mew donors and étréﬂgthening

relations with current ones. At the same time, we urge member States and other countries to

‘make or increase therr contribution to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development
'(UNTFAD) |

| 9. “We redogxiizc that there are strong linkages between the UNTACDA II and IDDA 11
 programmes. We stress the need for coordination of the activities of the two programmes S0 as
0 accelerite socio-economic transformation and promote economic integration in Africa. . We
“invite the ECA secretariat to prepare and submit proposals fbr harmonization of the activities of
“both programmes for review at the next meetings of Conference of Ministers for Transport,

Communications and Planmng, and Ministers of Industries respecnvely, before they are sent to

our next meeting.
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10.  We consider the adoption of the United Nations New Agenda for the development of
Africa in the 1990’s (UN-NADAF) by General Assembly at its forth-sixth session (GA
“Resolution 46/151) as an important step for addressing Africa’s development, as it contains
detailed and concrete commitments by both  African countries and their partners of the
international community. We therefore urge all African member States and their development
parmérs to live up to those respective commitments. We request the Executive Secretary to fuﬂy
‘ "coopei'ate with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Development as well as
‘the United Nations System.at large, in the preparation of the evaluation reports as provided for
- in paragraph 43 of the UN-NADAF, and to ensure prior submission of such reports to the ECA |

@Conference of Ministers.

11.  Weare deeply concerned about the severe and unprecedented drought curréntly affecting
the entire eastern and southern African subregion. We. earnestly appeal to other Afncan
countries and the international community to provide the necessary assistance to the affected

countries.

12.© We welcome the holding of the United NationsﬁConference- on Envxronment and
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 1992. This “Earfh Suﬁlmit". ’92
represents an important milestone in the international recognition given to environment as a
- common heritage of mankind. - Em‘rironmcni is, thus, an issue around which a sens¢ . of
interdependence and mutual interest has emerged between developed and developing nations.
The African Common Position .on the African Agenda for Enviromment and Developnient is
consistent withi this trend. We believe that the Rio Earth Summit is an important occasion for ail
the countries of the world to 'afﬁr»m' a new partnership for developmient. African countries will
. participate in the Rio Summit in that 'spirit.
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MESSAGE TO H.E. DR. BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI, SECRETARY-GENERAL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

We, the African Ministers responsible for econonic development
and planning meeting at the twenty-seventh gsession of the Economic
Commission for Africa/eighteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of
Ministers at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 20 to 23 April 1992, the
first time we are gathering under the aegis of the Commission since
your election as Secretary-General of the United Nations, take this
opportunity to express to you our warmest congratulatlons for your
election to this high Office. Africa is proud to-have one of its
sons entrusted with the executive stewardship of the United

Nations.

We have received with appreciation the message you kindly
addressed to us on the occasion of our present session.

We are gratified by your ardent commitment to the
strengthening of democratic institutions and supporting the
democratization of all aspect international relationship
through the promotion of Long lastlng peace and security and

I
5Oongefdevelopment in all regions of the world.

We are, in particular, encouraged by your declared intention
to strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of the regional
commissions to play their rightful role in this regard.

We avail ourselves of  this opportunity to thank you and
reassure you of our continued support in the discharge of your
noble mission in service of the international community.

Qﬂ;3&§~4;;f% | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

d# Headquarters of the Economic Commission
e Mﬁ for Africa
23 April 199%2

‘ mﬁuw«« 5)
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13.  We re-affirm the continuing validity of the Regional Commissions as important organs
of the United Nations for promoting socio-economic development in various regions of the
~ world. Tt is vital, therefore, that in the context of ongoing restructuring and revitalization of the
UN in the economic and social fields, the Economic Commission for Africa be strengthened to

enable it fully perform its mission.

Done at Addis Ababa Headgquarters of the
U.N. Economic Commissioh for Africa
23 April 1992




