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During the morning Committees III and IV met in their regular

session to discuss their particular subjects assigned to them. Also Commi

ttee I met in an informal session to complete their discussions.

Afternoon session to receive the United Nations papes on Technical
Assistance. Mr. Edgar Marland presented both papers that had been prepared
by the United Nations Headquarters, but limited his comments to the first,
because much of the information contained in the second paper was already
included in the first.

He stated that United Nations Technical Assistance was divided into
two main parts: advisory services, which consisted of the posting of experts,
preliminary surveys, fellowships, training programmes and seminars or work
shops. The second aspect was the provision of operational, executive and
administrative personnel, a system kncwn as OPEX.

In the discussion that followed some criticism was made of technical
assistance as it had been supplied by the United Nations itself and affilia
ted agencies and also by bilateral programmes. A number of principles emer
ged from the discussion which will be useful in future activities. The main
principles consist of emphasizing the training of personnel from the very

beginning of the project with a view of ultimate replacement if the expert,
whether he be advisory or OPEX. The second principle concerns the need for
coordination of technical assistance operations. Attention was drawn to the
fact that two types of coordination were required: Within the United Nations
family itself and within the country, preferably by an organization of the
planning type.

Some participants drew attention to the fact that fellowships had
been very useful but that more careful selection, supervision and follow-
up upon the return of the fellow in his country was necessary. Also consi

deration should be given to the choice of fellows, their level ard t-ieir
speciality.
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Several participants referred to the need for adequate selection,

"briefing and evaluation of services of experts.

The Secretary spoke on the need to relate the SCA activities in the

field of public administration technical assistance and made a special

reference to reconnaissance surveys.

There "being no further "business, the meeting adjourned at 6;00 p.m.


