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1. HEPORT OF ACTIVITIES

1- During the period since the last meeting of the Regional Technical

Committees the Pan African Documentation and Information System (PADIS)

continued its efforts to expand its information system for delivery to
member States and to develop national, subregional and regional informa
tion centres and infrastructure.

2. The activities of PABIS mainly focussed on four major areas:

a) the development/enhancement of data bases, as well as the
strengthening of information services to users;

b) the provision of advisory services as technical assistance in in
formation programmes for the benefit of member States and
regional/subregional institutions;

c) network building through the establishment and strengthening of
national, subregional and regional information and documentation
centres;

d) the provision of training for member States and
regional/subregional institutions.

a* P&ta base development flflti us.er services

■DEVINDfiX-Afri,o?

3. Work continued in the updating of the PADIS-DBV data base, with 1500
new records added during the period under review. Staff members of PADIS

undertook missions connected with indexing of documents and publication
of indexes for centres in Togo and Botswana. Volume 14 of the
DEVIHDEX-Afriea, DEVIKDEX-Togo and DEVINDEX-Botswana were printed. Input
sheets received from Morocco are being reviewed ana^processed for the
preparation of the next DEVINDEX. During the year more than 1500 records
were added to the data base, bringing the total number to over 6500
references.

PADIS-STAT

4. The Pan African Statistical Data Bank (FADIS-STAT) which covers the
period 1970-1965 now contains more than 160,000 statistical series.

PAPIS-TCffC

5. Work is underway to update the PADIS data base of African experts.
New methods of data collection have been devised. Publication of the
second edition of the Directory of African Experts is expected by the end
of 19 87. -

PAPIS-CQMP (External Bibliographic Data Bases)

During the period PADIS acquired the following data bases:
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b) DEVSIS-CANADA
bibliographic
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II. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE

REGIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE OF PABIS

22. The Second Meeting of the Regional Technical Committee adopted ten

recommendations. A report on their implementation follows.

23. The first recommendation called for \ the strengthening of national

information structure by (a) member States urgently initiating action

towards the designation or creation of institutions responsible for in

formation and documentation activities; and by (b) PADIS CCO strengthen

ing its capacity to deliver advisory services for the identification or

establishment of national participating centres.

24. With regard to (a), Central African Republic and Malawi in 1986

designated institutions responsible for information and documentation ac

tivities to be part of the PABIS network. To assist member States in

designating, creating or strengthening institutions, PADIS undertook four

missions, to Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Somalia and Sudan, since the last

meeting of the RTC. In addition, the ECA Executive Secretary is in the

process of sending a letter to member States urging them to designate

their national focal point for information and documentation activities.

To strengthen its capacity to deliver such advisory services (b), PADIS

prepared a project document for submission to UNDP in the amount of more

than US$5»OGG,000 in which the provision of advisory services for the es

tablishment and strengthening of national documentation and information

centres features prominently. Under an advance authorization, the im

plementation of this project began in January 1987.

Recommendation. 2

25. In order to introduce modern information handling techniques and to

harmonize and standardize technical procedures and methods used by

African information systems, the Committee requested the PADIS CCO to (a)

prepare a comprehensive manpower development programme, (b) intensify and

diversify its training programme, and (c) contribute to the formulation

and promotion of standardisation and harmonization of methodologies in

the procesing of information*

26. Regarding (a), PADIS proposed at various fora, including the

Conference of Vice-Chancellors of Institutions of Higher Learning in

Africa the IDRC-sponsored Workshop on Information Needs in Africa (Dakar

and Nairobi, March 1987)» the establishment of appropriate training

programmes for information and documentation personnel at African in

stitutions and proposals for the in-service training of present person

nel. It has intensified and diversified its own training programmes with

the assistance of funds received from IDRC and UNDP. Virtually all PADIS

staff, including both professional staff and documentalists, will serve

as "regional advisors" to deliver training upon request to member States

in the noted fields. The number of such requests has been increasing

rapidly. PADIS has worked intensively towards the promotion of standar

dization and harmonization during this period, particularly with the

establishment of the SCOSHOIS noted above. It is working with UNESCO to
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introduce mini-micro CBS/IBIS which will permit the introduction of

J information standards and methodologies on microcomputers throughout the
region.

27. The Committee recommended that PADIS CCO accelerate the development

and testing of methdologies for constructing statistical data bases, en

sure their replication at institutions in the region and undertake ac

tivities to make its replication possible on other brands of computer
hardward and operating systems.

28. With regard to the statistical data base, the number of entries has
increased to over 125,000. Programmes have been developed for calcula

tion of distributions and growth rates. On development and testing of

methods, work is being done on price statistics. The data base has been

revised to incorporate data, when available, through 1990. PADIS-STAT

was used to prepare the tables in the statistical annex for the Survey of

.Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1Q85.-1Q.86 f (E/ECA/CM.13/3). As

noted, the statistical data base was installed in the National

Documentation Centre in Morocco and at the Arab League Documentation

Centre in Tunisia where staff were trained in its utilization and the ex

change of statistical data between ECA and the countries of North Africa

was discussed. Further work on development and testing of methods and

and possibilities of replication on other systems has been hampered by
lack of staff available for the tasks.

29. The Committee recommended that ECA pursue vigorously the signing of

agreements to permit the establishment of subregional centres for East

and Southern Africa, North Africa and West Africa.

30. As reported, the agreement for the establishment of ESADIS was

signed in January 1987. Negotiations are at an advanced stage for the

signing of the WADIS agreement, which is expected to be signed with Niger

in 1987- Provision has been made for the housing of NADIS with ALDOC,
under a proposal for ARISNET submitted by UNESCO and ECA to the UNDP

Bureau of Arab States. Once the proposal is funded, an agreement between

ALDOC and ECA will be concluded.

31- This recommendation which called for the elaboration of a workplan

and strategy for PADIS has been reported on in document

ECA/PADIS/RTC/III/5.

6

32. This recommendation which called for various actions to increase

financial support for PADIS has been reported on in document
ECA/PADIS/RTC/III/4.
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Recommendation 7

33. This recommendation which called for the identification of possible

income generating activities and modalities for the implementation has

also been reported on in ECA/PADIS/RTC/III/4, para. 12. In addition, it

has been incorporated into the project document (RAP/87/053) submitted to

UNDP for PADIS Phase III, which states that "with an expanded information

resource base and available computer resources, the project's user ser

vice and participating centres will be in a position to generate a

variety of information products and services (indexes, current awareness

services, selective dissemination of information, on-line searches, ques

tion/answer services, national bibliographies, subject bibliographies,

statistical profiles and abstracts* directories, etc.) At the same time,

the project's user service will produce newsletters, brochures, posters,

etc. to promote the utilization of information and to activate potential

user demand. Information products and services will be marketed

commercially.*

Recommendations §,.t,9

34. These two recommendations dealt with securing funds for the ac

tivities of PADIS in North Africa and the establishment of NADIS.

35. Under the mandate given him by EGA Conference of Mini3ter3 resolu

tion 581 (XXI), the President of the North Africa Regional Technical

Committee wrote to the Administrator of UNDP (copied to ECA) expressing

the desire of member States to see successfully concluded the ECA request

for financing of a project to permit the participation on North African

states in the PADIS system and network. The Director of the ECA

Technical Assistance Co-ordination and. Operations Office (TACOO) also

wrote the UNDP Bureau for Arab Statues (in May 1986) communicating the

decision in the cited resolution of the ECA Conference of Ministers as

well as the recommendations of the RTC. The Deputy Director of the UNDP

Bureau for Arab States responded that it was not the intention of the

Bureau to fund two "similar" projects in their region and that priority

would be given to the ALDOC ARISNET project, executed by UNESCO, because

it concerned a larger number of countries. The ECA Executive Secretary

wrote the Director of the Bureau expressing his reserve regarding this

decision which would deprive eight states of the subregion (constituting

80 percent of the total Arab population) of participation in the PADIS

system and network. He added further that there was no risk of duplica

tion of activities between the two projects in view of the close col

laboration between PADIS and ALDOC. It was finally decided to include

the activities which PADIS proposed to undertake in the subregion in the

ARISNET project to be submitted to UNDP Bureau of Arab States for financ

ing under the fourth programming cycle (1987-1991). Once funded, they

would then be subcontracted by the executing agency to ECA/PADIS.

Recommendation 10

36. This recommendation dealt with the need to build adequate in

frastructure at PADIS CCO to deliver services to member States in infor

mation technologies through the strengthening of its technical staff and

provision for their in-service training.
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37. Under the project document submitted to UNDP, PADIS/CCO will have
seven technical staff members at the professional level, plus documen-

talists and technicians. The same project dooument also makes provision
for fellowships for PADIS staff to ensure their training in new tech
nologies and methdologies. In February 1987 one staff member undertook a
training course in mini-micro CDS/ISIS in Budapest;four staff members
received training in this programme at the International Livestock Centre
for Africa in Addis Ababa in March. £he IDRC-funded project dooument
also provides for technical staff and their continuing training.


