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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1 The seventh meeting of the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical
Development (CASD) took place at the Headquarters of the Economic Commission for

Africa (ECA) on 21 and 22 May 1997.

2. The meeting was attended by the following members of CASD:-

• African member States: Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Africa;

• Regional statistical training centres participating in the Statistical Training
Programme for Africa (STPA): Institute of Statistics and Applied

Economics (ISAE), Makerere University;

• African and non-African bilateral and multilateral agencies and donors:
United Kingdom Departmentfor International Development {DFID); United

States Bureau of the Census, International Programs Centre; Observatoire
Economiaue et statistigue d'Afriquft subsaharienne {AFRISTAT); the

World Bank; and the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD).

3. The ECA, including the CASD secretariat, also participated in the meeting.

4 Mr Lamine Diop, Director General of AFRISTAT, was elected Chairperson of the

meeting. In accepting the position of Chair, Mr. Diop recalled that the sixth meeting
of the Committee had considered it necessary to give some impetus to the Committee
replacing the sub-Committees with task forces. He however regretted that some of
the active members of the Committee were not present at the present meeting.

B. AGENDA

5. The meeting adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening statement

2. Election of chairperson

3. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters

4. Report to the CASD by the secretariat
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5. Consideration of proposed task forces

(a) Proposals from members

(b) Consideration of proposals from members and the CASD

secretariat

• presentation

• discussion

• adoption

6. Mobilisation of resources for the implementation of CASD activities

7. Any other business

8. Date and venue of the next meeting

9. Closure of the meeting

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

1- Opening statement (agenda item 1)

6. In his opening statement Mr. K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary of ECA, stated

that the ECA has been re-energized and reformed, and that the renewal has entailed

the reorientation of the Commission's work along strategic new directions the main

objective of which is to serve Africa better. In this regard the establishment of

mutually beneficial and strategic alliances with partners has been an important part of

the renewal process. He observed that the CASD has an important role to play in

ensuring that its activities complement those of ECA particularly in fostering effective

cooperation with partners in promoting statistical development in Africa.

7. Mr. Amoako further observed that the state of information development in

Africa is characterized by lack of or poor quality of data, weak or inadequate

telecommunication systems,-lack of a critical mass of trained personnel, and laws and

regulations that impede information flows. This, he said, is so unsatisfactory that ECA

attaches much importance to the strengthening of information capacities within the

framework of the African Information Society Initiative (AISI).
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8 The Executive Secretary stated that the rehabilitation of Africa's statistical
infrastructure has continued to be a priority area for ECA in order to assist in he
development of sustainable national statistical systems. He mentioned that at he
subregional level, action was being taken to strengthen and rationalize the Sub-

regional Development Centres (SRDCs) in order to enhance ™r^"^*%Z
the member States and ECA, and also further operat.onahsation of ECA s role at the

sub-regional level.

9 He observed that the secretariat of the CASD has lacked dynamism and
leadership and has therefore not been as effective as it should have been in the
coordination of African statistical development activities. He said that the s.tuation
is chang ng aS efforts are being made to better define ECA's role, and how rt can
effectively play that role in general and in partnership with others, grven ECA's s,ze

and the limited resources at its disposal.

I o Mr Amoako introduced the new Chief of the Development Information Services

Division, Dr. Karima Bounemra Ben Soltane, to the Committee.

I1 He thanked the Convenors and Joint-Convenors of the CASD Sub-committees
viz- the Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT), DF.D, Stafstics
Sweden, the World Bank and the UNSD for their assistance and support to statist.cal

development in Africa.

12 Finally the Executive Secretary assured the Committee that he is personally
committed to do everything possible within available resources to fac.lrtate the work
of Committee, and expressed the hope that the collaboration between ECA and its

partners would be intensified.

13 In reply to an invitation from the Executive Secretary for a reaction from the
Committee to his statement, the view was expressed that African statistics are the
ooorest of all the regions in the world and the most unreliable. ECA was requested
to intensify its efforts to help motivate its member States to further improve and

develop their data and statistics.

14 The Committee expressed its gratitude to the Executive Secretary for personally
delivering his statement to and opening its seventh meeting, and assured Mr. Amoako
that his strong interest in and support to the CASD will have positive impact on the

work of the Committee.



ECA/DISD/CASD.7/97/4

Page 4

2. Report to the CASD bv the secretariat (agenda item 4)

15. For the discussion of this agenda item, the Committee had at its disposal

document ECA/DISD/CASD.7/97/1: Report to the CASD by the secretariat.

16. In introducing the document, a representative of the CASD secretariat recalled

that since its inception the CASD had operated through four sub-committees which

addressed specific issues, but at its sixth meeting the Committee decided to set up

task forces, whose membership was not exclusive to the CASD members. The

representative stated that the CASD secretariat will present some proposals for task

forces to the Committee.

17. With regard to the membership of the CASD, the representative said that a

proposal for the creation of observer status was being put forward for consideration

by the Committee.

18. Among other things, the Committee was informed that effective 1 January

1997, five new divisions came into operation replacing all previous ECA substantive

divisions. Further, that statistics is now within the Development Information Services

Division <DISD>.

19. The Chief of DISD informed the Committee that the Division aims to ensure that

information, of which statistics is a vital component, is visible. In this regard, ECA in

partnership with others, will assist its member States to develop databases, provide

electronic connectivity and set up networks.

20. In the ensuing discussion, it was observed that the report dealt more with

procedural matters than substantive activities of the CASD. Further, it was noted that

the decision of the Committee to reconstitute itself was not an indication that it had

failed: there had been some achievements, as evidenced by the number of important

publications the Committee had issued. The reason for having a smaller body

comprising less members representing the African and non-African bilateral and

multilateral agencies and donors and more members representing the ECA member

States (which have primary responsibility for their statistical development) was to

ensure sufficient impact.

21. The Committee discussed a proposal from the CASD secretariat on possibilities

of providing funding to CASD members (African member States) who may find it

difficult to participate in CASD meetings for financial reasons. In this regard, it was

recalled that one of the criteria for membership in CASD is indication that the member

State is largely self-supporting with regard to statistical activities.
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22. It was recalled that the purpose of limiting membership of CASD was to ensure

coherence and impact; it being presupposed that members will be able to participate

in CASD activities as well as in the meetings of the Committee.

23. On the possibility that African member States could be supported from donor

funded country projects/programmes to participate in CASD meetings, it was observed

that the problem with such an arrangement is sustainability in that once the

project/programme ends participation of the member State in CASD activities and

meetings may also end. It was felt that an effective way to sustain membership and

active participation is through national support.

24. The Committee recognized the need to involve some agencies, African regional

institutions, e.g. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the African

Development Bank (ADB), etc., in the work of the CASD, but deferred the granting of

observer status in the CASD to its eighth meeting. It requested the secretariat to

study the issue further, in particular as regards the functions to be performed by

observers and present proposals to that meeting. In the meantime, interested non-

members of CASD should be invited and encouraged to participate in the work of the

CASD through the task forces as associates.

25. A list of potential new agencies that can be involved wiil be prepared by the

secretariat. Contacts will be made during the coming months. The result will be

presented to CASD members during the eighth meeting.

3. Consideration of proposed task forces (agenda item 5)

26. For the discussion of this agenda item, the Committee had at its disposal

document ECA/DISD/CASD.7/97/2 "A proposal of task forces".

27. In introducing the document, a representative of the secretariat stated that the

request to prepare this document was made at the sixth meeting of the Committee in

March 1996 following the formation of the new CASD and the decision that its work

would be driven by task forces.

28. The secretariat explained that in proposing the nine task forces account was

taken of ideas expressed at the sixth CASD meeting and those expressed at

international fora and activities of other agencies. As nine task forces were perhaps

too many to handle, the proposals could be reduced to a manageable number to

enable maximum impact with respect to assistance to African countries. The

secretariat invited additional proposals from the membership to enable full

consideration of all proposals.
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29. The secretariat proposed task forces as follows:

1. connectivity of CASD members;

2. electronic data processing capability in African countries;

3. compendium of African statistical activities;

4. strengthening of the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA)

centres;

5. establishment of an African household data archive/service centre;

6. measuring and monitoring poverty in Africa;

7. promotion of gender-disaggregated data in Africa;

8. implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts in Africa and

issues of coordination; and

9. promotion of the development of minimum national social data sets for

member States.

30. Before discussing specific task forces, the Committee made the following

comments/suggestions:

• the proposed task forces could be grouped into three categories: the first

group comprising task forces proposed at the sixth meeting of CASD; the

second group, task forces originating from the Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians, Population and Information Specialist; and the

third group, task forces proposed by the CASD secretariat.

• there was need to be focused in selecting or in making proposals on task

forces;

• some of the task forces appeared to have been loosely defined, some

could be combined and others appeared redundant in that they would be

duplicating work already done or being done by others;

• in some cases the period for the completion of a task was thought to be

inadequate given the task force objectives;

\
\
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• the output of a task force could be more useful if it was something other

than just a report, e.g. set of guidelines;

• the task forces should have clear objectives and deliver measurable

outputs;

• in implementing tasks, the idea of phases was recommended with each

phases? having a specific implementation period;

• some tas^will be undertaken by CASD task forces while others will
become part of the work programme of the Development Information

Services Division;

• the following task force proposals were made by members: Africa live

database project (two pilot project^ one on macro data and the other on
micro data); implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action (to
subsume the task force on the Compendium of African statistical

activities); and the 2000 round of population and housing censuses;

• the introduction of a CASD newsletter would facilitate dissemination of

information on activities of the task forces, the CASD in general and the

secretariat;

• it may not be a good idea to have a task force on the 2000 round of
population and housing censuses at the present time as work in this area

is being done by the United States Bureau of the Census, UNSD, United

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), ECA etc.; and

• a clear distinction should be made between activities/actions to be

carried out by CASD and those to be implemented under the regular

programme of ECA in order to avoid overlap.

31. The following comments/suggestions and issues were raised on specific task

forces:

Task force 1: Connectivity of CASD members

32. This was rated a high "priority activity as CASD members and others need at

least e-mail connectivity to facilitate communication. The secretariat is the task leader,

and work has started. The need for effective, rapid and cheap communication

comprising e-mail and other electronic access was recognised. Also, once it is known

which countries have e-mail connections, it will be possible to see how these
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countries can organize their in-house activities in order to take advantage of

technological developments.

33 Activities of the task force were to include facilitating physical connectivity of
CASD members through E-mail, the Internet and establishing a Web-page. This
activity would be the nucleus to connectivity of all statistical services in African

countries.

34 The period of two years for this task force would appear too long. In view of
the difficulties with communications, standardization and the aim to have full Internet
connectivity given its value added nature, it may be realistic. The ultimate objective
is to have an African super database located at ECA with well developed mult.sectoral
databases at the national level, e.g. the national statistical offices, the universes,

etc..

35 Activities of the task force were seen at three levels: preparation of a directory
of connectivity of CASD members; identification of connection needs and their
provision including creation of Web pages; and provision of a full Internet connectivity

with proper links.

36 The output of this activity should be not just a report but evidence of actual
installation of machines, training and operation of the network, etc.. Implementation

of this activity should involve partners, with input from agencies, universities, etc.
Training was considered an important aspect of the work of this task force. The
provision of data through a linking of databases was seen to be more involving as the
organization of data sets including meta data sets takes time. It was proposed that
the database activity should be considered in a separate new task force, which could

have links with task force on connectivity.

37 The representative of DFID and the World Bank indicated that their organisations
would like to be associated with this task force. The representative of DFID
mentioned that his Department could initiate, on pilot basis, action to help increase
and/or expand.connectivity in African countries in which it implements statistical

technical cooperation projects.

38 The creation of a CASD Web site through which information on CASD, including
a CASD newsletter could be disseminated electronically was proposed for
consideration by the secretariat. Such Web site would have to be specific and should

not include all aspects of statistics.
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Task force 2: Electronic data processing capability in African countries

39 This task force was proposed for deletion due to the fact that the collection of
the information could be done by other task forces on databases. The Committee

agreed to it deletion.

Task force 3: Compendium of African statistical activities

40 This task force was proposed to be subsumed under the new task force on the
Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action. The secretariat, in its capacity as
task leader gave an account of the task force activities so far, in particular the design
and despatch of a single activity questionnaire to all Directors of African statistical

offices and also to all members of CASD.

41 In commenting, members stated that the methodology and current design of the
questionnaire for the Compendium of African statistical activities was ambitious.

There appeared to be some possibilities that the methodology might not capture all
statistical activities (as it could give rise to respondent fatigue) and the real chance
that some statistical activities may be part of a project which is not mainly statistical
e g. an agricultural project. There was need for focus. The use of a questionnaire by
mail to collect the information could not guarantee a sufficient response to give

meaningful results. Personal interview was preferable. Giving of an incentive to the

respondent was suggested as one way of increasing the response rate, another was
a tightly scheduled follow-up. It was felt that it would not be easy to report on

integrated statistical activities in a single activity questionnaire reporting, and that a
single questionnaire, per agency, to identify activities would be useful.

42 As regards the use of the questionnaire to monitor the implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action, the secretariat explained that the survey in its present
form would be conducted once and repeated using a more focused questionnaire

possibly the following year to assess progress. The idea is to provide initially base
line information. With regard to the questionnaire methodology, the secretariat

indicated that this was discussed at length and no alternative was found.

43. Some reservations were expressed on the use of the compendium. The

secretariat explained that the idea was to fulfil the objective of monitoring the
implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action. In addition, the Compendium

would provide a better picture on what was going on in the area of statistical activities

in the countries, guide policies and improve management of programmes.

44. The Committee requested the secretariat to provide at its next meeting, an

itemized set of responses to the questionnaire. It was mentioned that in collecting
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information one way to increase responses is moral shame: a number of follow-up

reminders are very useful, including documentation of those who replied and those

who did not. Notwithstanding, the best method of gathering this type of information

is to visit the country, but this admittedly is a very expensive way of getting the

information.

45. It was mentioned that a multiple activity instead of a single activity

questionnaire would have the advantage of convenience, ensuring coverage of all

activities, and helpful in handling composite/integrated activities. The secretariat was

requested to develop and administer such a questionnaire. The preparation of a

summary questionnaire to be completed by agencies was suggested, perhaps at the

second phase of the survey. The inclusion on the questionnaire of the return address

was seen as weakening the coordination role by the Director of the Cental Statistical

Office (CSO), as it could tempt agencies outside the CSO to forward their responses

directly to ECA.

46. The relationship of the compendium and the implementation of the Addis Ababa

Plan of Action was questioned. Members wondered whether the compendium could

not be part of the regular programme of work of ECA.

47. To assist in the initial preparations of the multiple activity questionnaire,

representatives of AFRISTAT and Nigeria agreed to meet with the secretariat on 23

May 1997. The representative of DFID offered to comment on the questionnaire

before finalisation.

48. The representative of Nigeria stated that his country would like to be associated

with the work of this task force.

Task force 4: Strengthening of the Statistical Training Programme for Africa

(STPA) centres

49. The Committee agreed to maintain this task force. The representative of DFID

stated that support for training is a high priority in his organization hence they would

like to be associated with this task force. The following organizations: EUROSTAT,

Ecole nationale suoerieure de statistiaue et d'economie appliauee (ENSEA) and

University of Ibadan, were proposed to be associate members of the task force. The

duration of the task force was reduced from two years to one year.

50. The Director of the ISAE, Makerere University, welcomed the fact that his

institute is leading this task force.
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Task force 5 & 6: Establishment "* »" African h<?»««hold data arohive/serviqe centre;
anri maasurina «nri monitoring oovorty in Africa

51 These two task forces were proposed to be merged with a change in the title.
The Committee supported the merger including the inclusion of gender aspects in he
i«k foreT« a way of minimizing the number of task forces and .mprov.ng the
nSrf.ce with users The task force would implement its act.v.t.es -n Ph«e.. The
Dilot exercise of the Mozambique live database was mentioned. Ghana and Kenya
were proposed to be associated with this task force because of their involvement in
*e Worid Lnk Core Welfare Indicators Questionnaire. Because of the archiving work
which has been initiated in the Nigerian Federal Office of Stat,st,cs, the representative

of Nigeria requested to be associated with the task force.

52 In presenting the two task forces, the World Bank representative described
developments in his organisation which led to the creation of a Live Database. This
faciH V hTghights data gaps and the potential uses of the data in general. As a result.
he Word Bank is piloting in some African countries the creat.on of Country Live
Databases The distinction between macro and micro data sets was recognised and
the creation of a separate task forces to deal with the creation of the respective Live

Database was proposed.

Task Force 7: Promotion of gander-disaggregated data in Africa

53 Although issues of gender were seen as important and one of ECA's concerns,
it was realised that work in this area was being adequately undertaken elsewhere e.g.
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of A/omen
(INSTRAW) and the UNSD. It therefore did not merit the establishment of a CASD

task force at the present time.

Task force 8: implementation nf the 1993 System of National Accounts in Africa
and issues of coordination

54 This task force was seen as part of the work programme of EGA. It was
recognized that because a tot of countries experience difficulties in this field, and
approaches to national accounts tend to differ in the Anglophone and Francophone
countries, CASD should not loose sight of this field. The representative of AFRISTAT
explained that his organisation has launched a programme to a"|«J^ F«"c!1-
speaking African countries in this field. Through this programme, AFRISTAT will be
assisting in the implementation of the 1993 SNA. AFRISTAT will be reporting on he
efforts which they are making including the level of SNA implementation in the
countries to enable ECA take these into account in their usual reporting procedures.
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Task Force 9: Promotion of the development of minimum national social data

sets for member Stales

55. This task force was initially proposed to be merged with task forces 5 and 6.

It was stated that the work of this task force was unclear as the UN Statistical

Commission has recommended 15 indicators which countries can use. The task force

was viewed as not useful if implemented on its own. The representative of UNSD

stated that UNSD would not be interested to lead the work of this task force if

established.

56. He explained that there was no direct (ink between this task force and the

United Nations Economic and Social Information System (UNESIS). The objective of

UNESIS is to establish standards to be used by all databases and enable easy access

and exchange of data.

57. Finally, taking into account the deliberations on the formation of task forces, the

Committee adopted the following five task forces to drive the work of CASD, as

described in Annex I.

58. The secretariat was requested to inform CASD members not present in the

meeting, and non-members of the establishment of the task forces, and encourage

their participation/association in them.

59. It was proposed that a report on progress in those proposed areas where task

forces were not established should be made at the eighth CASD meeting. The

representative of DFID stated that he could make a contribution to such a report in the

field of national accounts with respect to Anglophone countries with DFID funded

statistical projects.

60. A request was made that papers for the next meeting of CASD should be

circulated well in advance of the meeting. A six-monthly report on the progress made

by the task forces should be submitted to the CASD secretariat for inclusion with its

own reports and dissemination to CASD members.

4. Mobilization of resources for the implementation of

CASP activities (agenda item 6)

61. A representative of the secretariat introduced document

ECA/DISD/CASD.7/97/3 on Mobilization of resources which reviewed factors leading

to the poor state of African statistics, CASD activities, efforts in the mobilization of

resources for CASD activities and presented some project profiles.
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62 The paper presented the CASD terms of reference and discussed efforts of
CASD in addressing them so as to revitalize, rehabilitate and develop African statistical
systems. An indication of what CASD had achieved through implementation of some
of its activities was given. Those activities were mainly facilitative.

63 The conclusion was that the CASD did not have sufficient resources to

effectively address some of its overall objectives, e.g. the conduct of regular review
of the overall progress made by African countries in the implementation of the Addis
Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s.

64 It was noted that the UNDP terminated its financial support to the Statistical
Development Programme for Africa ISDPA) after the first quarter of 1993. The paper

made proposals for mobilization of resources.

65. In the ensuing discussion, it was noted that resource mobilization was critical

in enabling CASD to pursue the goals which it had set itself.

66 The representative of the UNSD stated that his Division has available to it funds
for technical cooperation. He informed the Committee that these funds are being used
for training activities such as organizing workshops, awarding fellowships, etc. Such
activities are already being implemented jointly with ECA. For example, two
workshops are planned to be organized at ECA during the fourth quarter of 1997 in
the areas of environment statistics and databases. In addition, the Division has among

its regular staff two inter-regional advisors who undertake advisory mission in the
areas of informatics and the 1993 System of National Accounts (SNA). He mentioned
that UNSD also receives extrabudgetary funds, particularly from UNFPA and UNDP for
population and economic statistics projects and that Africa is being given the highest

priority in the use of these funds and facilities.

67. The representative of the International Programs Centre, U.S. Bureau of the

Census, stated that the Bureau was interested to continue its support to certain

aspects' of the Committee's work. One of the means of support which they were
prepared to offer was free training to participants from African regional statistical

training institutions. The participants would be expected to return to their institutions
and impart the knowledge which they had gained to trainees. The representative also

alluded to the fact that the Bureau was distributing, upon request and on a gratis
basis, the IMPS software package for handling census and survey data. She
mentioned further that the Bureau was actively engaged in preparing a "Census Design

System" which could be used to develop census forms and generate manuals for
enumerators, managers, etc.. This would be helpful in standardizing these types of

operations within the Africa region.
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68. The Representative of Nigeria noted that in the document under consideration,

it was difficult to discern where funds are required for furthering the work programme

of ECA as distinct from furthering the goals of CASD. He highlighted the need to

further develop the African Household Survey Capability Programme, and observed

that there was a need to bring in the African Development Bank (ADB) to support

CASD activities. He was of the view that UNICEF could be a partner in CASD,

especially in view of the fact that the agency has a special interest in indicators on

survival of children. The representative suggested that other partners, including

member States should be encouraged to participate in the activities of CASD.

69- It was noted that within the UN system, the pool of resources was shrinking

ana1 as a result, it was imperative that the available resources be put to good use.

70. As regards the project profiles referred to in Annex C of the document, it was

noticed that there were many areas where the activities to be undertaken by a task

force overlapped with those in the project profiles. A suggestion was made to merge,

as far as practicable, the activities in the task forces and project profiles. The

Committee wanted to know whether ECA would be making request for the funds

alluded to under the project profiles or whether there was a CASD umbrella under

which such requests would be made. It was explained that the intention was to

prepare full projects for funding.

71. It was noted that the usefulness of the document was compromised by of the

fact that it did not reveal what resources were currently available to CASD.

72. The representative of DFID gave an indication of the conditions attendant on

DFID's provision of assistance to CASD. He stated that DFID was already prepared

to provide some assistance in kind, but one of the stipulations regarding financial

assistance was the expectation that requests would be in the form of detailed project

proposals for specific activities.

73. The Chairman noted that there is a need to work out accurately the resource

requirements for various activities which have been planned, and that this assessment

couid be put before the Committee for consideration. He noted further that in order

to improve methodologies for collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of

data, there is need for assessing and analyzing methods which would enable CASD

to harmonize activities in member States.
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5. Anv other business (agenda item 7)

74. Under this agenda item a discussion was held on the role of the EGA in CASD

and in African statistical development.

75 After welcoming the Executive Secretary to the discussion, the Chairman

briefed him on the establishment of the CASD five task forces and the preparation of
the terms of reference for each of them. He added that in establishing the task forces
the objective was to lay a solid foundation for the development and sustainability of

statistical systems in the African region.

76. Noting the new era of electronic connectivity and the interest it has attracted,

the Chairman underscored the magnitude of the task of statistical development, the

need for dialogue, and a sense of direction so that the objective of self sufficiency in

African statistical development could be attained. African countries were obliged to
maintain control over and manage the production of their statistical data.

77. In his intervention the representative of Nigeria thanked the Executive Secretary
for demonstrating his support for statistics by his personal participation in the

meeting. Continuing, he stated that the poor state of statistics in Africa was the
result of the low priority which had been accorded to statistical development. He

observed that compared to other regions, African data and statistics were mostly

inadequate and unreliable.

78. He said that the role of ECA was to motivate the African countries towards new

directions in the improvement and development of statistics in Africa. He noted that

in the absence of data, the emphasis on databases and electronic connectivity would

be fruitless. With regard to statistical development, he felt that priority attention

should be given to the development of concepts, definitions and classifications,

statistical training and research. He stated that ECA's role is to promote and assist

in statistical development in Africa.

79. The CASD's role was to assist ECA in discharging its responsibilities.

80. The representative of the World Bank noted the important dual role of ECA first

as a member of CASD and second as its secretariat. That dual role placed heavy

responsibilities on ECA. He said that ECA's comparative advantage, was in capacity

building, advocacy in free flow of data, best source for regional statistics and in

addition has a concentration of technical expertise. ECA is the leader on two of the

five task forces which have just been established at the present meeting and is also

an associate member of all the other task forces.
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81. As secretariat, its responsibilities were to facilitate meetings of CASD, ensure

that they were properly organised and conducted smoothly and effectively; coordinate

post meeting activities and disseminate CASD reports, publications, etc; monitor the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action, etc.

82. The Executive Secretary thanked the Committee for its contributions on the role

of ECA, and underlined the prospects offered by electronic connectivity towards the

improvement of statistical data. He observed that the quality and quantity of African

statistics has deteriorated over the years. In view of the shrinking resources of the

organization, there was need to identify what exactly ECA can do on its own, and

what it can do in partnership with others. He stated that there was need for a clear

understanding of ECA's advocacy role and the extent of its involvement in capacity

building at national level. In conclusion, he again thanked the members of CASD for

their contribution and assured them of his support.

6. Date and venue of the next meeting (agenda item 8)

83. The Committee agreed to hold its eighth meeting in May 1998 at ECA

Headquarters, Addis Ababa, and that the exact dates should be decided by the CASD

secretariat in consultation with the Chairperson and communicated to members.

7. Closure of the meeting

84. Ms. Karima Bounemra Ben Soltane, Chief Development Information Services

Division, thanked the members of the Committee for the quality of their contributions

to the discussions, and promised that ECA would do its best to facilitate the work of

CASD.

85. The Chairman then declared the meeting closed.
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CASD TASK FORCES

Task Force: 1

Title:

Task Leader:

Associates:

Objective:

Connectivity for statistics

CASD secretariat.

AISi, The World Bank, DFID.

To improve the coordination and communication of CASD

members and ultimately national statistical services.

Expected Output: Phase

Duration:

Duration:

1.1 A CASD directory report which will be a listing of Internet

addresses of CASD members.

1.2 A framework document outlining how to accomplish

connectivity in member States starting with CASD

members.

Item 1.1 to be completed in one month, with extension within four

months to have a list of all African Statistical Offices with already

existing internet e-mail address.

Phase II

2.1 Identification of E-mail connectivity needs and definition of

a methodology for accomplishing this task.

2.2 Identification of specific E-mail connectivity problems.

2.3 Mobilization of resources, including action of partners in the

implementation of E-mail connectivity.

2.4 Development of Web pages for CASD.

2.5 CASD secretariat provision of training for 2/3 candidates

per country in Internet connectivity.

1 year for E-mail connectivity of current CASD members and an

additional ten connections per year.
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Phase III

3.1 Creation of a Web site for CASD.

3.2 Full Internet connectivity for all CASD members.

3.3 Recommendations on the extension of each of the

connectivity activity to all non-CASD member States

including connectivity for non-governmental Organisations

and all agencies working in statistics.

Duration: A period of one year for accomplishing connectivity of CASD
members. Thereafter, sensitization and training on full Internet

connectivity to ail remaining member States, with target of all

members having been exposed within two years. Physical

connectivity to be achieved at the rate of eight member States per

year.

Caveat

This will depend on the connectivity policies of member States.

Task Force: 2

Tjt|e; Monitoring the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

Task leader:

Associates:

Objective:

CASD secretariat.

AFRiSTAT, Nigeria.

To asses progress and further assist in the implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

Expected output: 1. A Compendium of statistical activities in each African country.

Such information would include: Available resources; nature and

extent of technical assistance in data collection; data

dissemination activities; and donor assistance. Information on

statistical activities of countries would also be solicited from donor

as well as technical agencies providing support in statistical

activities in African countries to ensure a complete picture of the



Duration:

Duration:

Task Force: 3

Title:

Task leader:

Associates:

Objective:
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situation. The period of coverage for the information would be

decided by the task force.

One year.

2. Report on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of

Action at regional, subregional and national levels.

Six months after implementation of the Compendium of African

statistical activities.

Strengthening of the Statistical Training Programme for Africa

{STPA) centres.

Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISAE), Uganda.

DFID, EUROSTAT, ENSEA, University of Ibadan.

To study the most recent evaluations of STPA centres and identify

problems which are hampering their successful operations.

Expected output: A report with recommendations on how the STPA centres can be

activated.

Duration:

Task force: 4

One year.

Title:

Task leader:

Associates

Country and regional micro data service units and library, inter alia

for poverty and gender monitoring - pilot project.

The World Bank.

ECA, AFRJSTAT, UNSD, Nigeria, South Africa, statistical directors

from 2-5 pilot countries.
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Objective: Phase I

To assist 2-5 pilot countries to establish data service centres

containing documented and easily accessible household survey

and census data - and to establish a similar regional service centre

at the ECA. The service centres to include minimum national
social data sets for poverty monitoring and monitoring of social

programmes and actions.

Phase II

1. To assist the pilot (and any other interested) countries, through

training and mentoring in producing policy-relevant programme

monitoring reports.

2. To develop and share appropriate summary social indicators

based on the data-sets, including gender-sensitive poverty

indictors.

Expected output: Phase I

1. Pilot "best practice" data service centres in 2-5 countries and

at the regional level.

2. An evaluation workshop (in Addis Ababa?).

3. A strategy for assisting countries establish data service centres

region wide.

Phase II

1. Country - specific booklets and/or electronic publications on

issues such as poverty and gender, in due course involving

comparison over time.

2. A workshop to compare research-based social indicators and

seek possible common indicators for regional use.



Duration:

Task Force: 5

Title:

Task leader:

Associates:

Objective:

Expected output:

Duration:
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Phase I: - 1 1/2 years.

Phase II: - 1 1/2 years.

or choose pilots with existing household data sets, and then 1

year each.

Country live database - piiot project.

The World Bank.

ECA, AFRISTAT, UNSD, UNICEF, Nigeria, statistical directors from

2-5 pilot countries (Mozambique included).

To establish country-level live databases (CLDB) containing core

macro and sectoral statistical indicators in selected pilot countries

- and eventual establishment of links with a regional database

facility (RLDB).

1. CLDB systems in 2-5 pilot countries.

2. An evaluation workshop (in Addis Ababa?}.

3. A strategy for assisting countries establish RLDBs region wide.

2 years.



ECA/DISD/CASD.7/97/4

Annex I!

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Dr. O.O. Ajayi

Director General

Federal Office of Statistics

36/38 Broad Street

P.M.B. 12528

Lagos, Nigeria

Telephone No.: (234-1) 264 7258 (Off.), (234-1) 681 427 (Res.)

Fax. No. (234-1) 263 5077

Mr. Lamine Diop

Directeur General

AFRISTAT

B.P. E1600

Bamako, Mali

Telephone No.: (223) 23 55 00, (223) 23 55 80

Fax. No.: (223) 22 11 40

Dr. Abdulahi Hassen

General Manager

Central Statistical Authority

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: (251-1) 11 51 31

Fax. No.: (251-1) 55 03 34

Mr. Osborne Jackson

Deputy Director

United Nations Statistics Division

United Nations

New York, N.Y. 10017

USA

Telephone No.: {212)963 4583

Fax. No.: (212) 963 9851

Mr. George W. Kibirige

Director

Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISAE)

(Regional Project)

Makerere University

P. 0. Box 7062

Kampala, Uganda

Telephone No.: ( + 256-41) 541 558 (Office), ( + 256-41) 533 380 (Res.

Fax. No.: (256-41)53 07 56

E-mail: ISAE@mukla.gn.apc.org]
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Mr. Timothy Marchant

Senior Economist/Statistician

The World Bank

1818 H. Street, NW

Washington D.C.

USA

Telephone No.: (202) 473 4721

Fax. No,: (202) 477 2977

E-mail: TMarchant@worldbank.org

Mr. Richard Martini

Statistics Adviser

Department for International Development (DFID)

V452, 94 Victoria Street

London SW1E 5JL

Telephone No.: (44) 171 917 0645

Fax. No.: (44) 171 917 0719

E-mail: R-MARTINI@oda.gtnet.gov.ukl

Dr. F. M. Orkin

Head

Central Statistical Service

Private Bag X44

Pretoria 0001

Republic of South Africa

Telephone No.: ( + 27-12) 310 8075

Fax. No.: (27-12) 3200719
E-mail: marko@css.pwv.gov.za (personal), hermannr@css.pwv.gov.za {for CASD

documents)

Ms. Selma L. Sawaya

International Technical Adviser

International Programs Centre

U.S. Bureau of the Census

Washington DC 20233-8860

USA

Telephone No.: (1-301) 457 1451

Fax. No.: (1-301) 457 3033

E-mail: ssawaya@census.gov
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SECRETARIAT
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Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: 51 14 08

Fax. No.: (251-1) 51 44 16, (251-1) 51 05 12
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Ms. P. Amonoo

DISD, UNECA

P.O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: 51 02 80
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Telephone No.: 51 72 00, Ext. 456

Fax. No.: (251-1) 51 44 16, (251-1) 51 05 12

Mr. D.W.M. Mzumara

DISD, UNECA

P.O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: 51 72 00, Ext. 171

Fax. No,: (251-1) 51 44 16

Mr. R. Rakotobe

DISD, UNECA

P.O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: 51 72 00, Ext. 617

Fax, No.: (251-1) 51 44 16

Mr. A.K. Amelewonou

DISD, UNECA

P.O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Telephone No.: 51 72 00, Ext. 173

Fax. No,: (251-1) 51 44 16
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Telephone No.: 51 72 00, Ext. 468
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