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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The socio-economic crisis of the 1980s that affected most African countries was

manifest in the rampant disintegration of productive and infrastructure facilities. The

ongoing financial crisis impacted on the allocation of resources for statistical activities and

capacity building at a time when the statistical services were just becoming self-sustaining.

Further, civil strife accompanied by massive refugee movements affected a number of

African countries. The consequences of all these in the area of statistics were first

deterioration of the quantity and quality of statistics for decision making and second in the

complete loss of infrastructure and disintegration of some statistical services.

2. In response to the crisis, and in the light of the statistical assessments carried out in

32 African countries between 1987 and 1988, the sixth session of the Conference of

African Planners Statisticians and Demographers held in 1990 adopted the "Addis Ababa

Plan of Action for" Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s" with a view to addressing

factors considered as contributing to the decline in statistical development. Some of those

factors are:

• Inadequate funding,

• Poor management of national statistical offices,

• Brain drain and insufficient expertise,

• Lack of state-of-the art technology,

• Insufficient coordination of statistical activities,

• Unsatisfactory quality and quantity of data,

• Inability to respond quickly to new data needs.

3. The strategy for implementation of the Plan "A Strategy for the Implementation of

the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s" was

adopted by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and

planning soon after in 1992. The strategy provides a comprehensive framework for

implementing the Plan and calls for a concerted effort by all concerned with statistical

development in Africa. Thus the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical

Development (CASD) was established as an inter-agency committee to coordinate and direct

efforts to revitalise, rehabilitate and develop the African statistical systems as well as

monitor the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

4. in order to efficiently discharge its functions, CASD operated with four Sub

committees, one for each of the following specific areas, the convenors of which are

indicated in parenthesis:

• Training (Statistical Office of the European Communities [EUROSTAT]

and Overseas Development Administration [ODA])

• Research, Methods and Standards (United Nations Statistical Division

[UNSD])
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• Data Processing (Statistics Sweden)

• Organization and Management of National Statistical Systems (The

World Bank and ECA)

5. At its sixth meeting following evaluation of its activities, CASD dissolved its sub

committees, having resolved to operate through task forces. However, it was observed

during that meeting, that the problems which beset the operations of the CASD sub

committees would continue as long as the basic issues were not resolved. Discussions at

each of the committees since the establishment of CASD confirm that the basic problem has

been one of resources, or put differently, it is one of the balance between a recognition of

the role of statistical information in decision making and the support accorded to statistical

development. The Strategy for Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action

emphasizes this point and further states that in spite of all initiatives "to improve the

coverage, timeliness and quality of African statistical data, very little progress was

discernible in some countries due mainly to inadequate funding of statistical activities and

poor leadership in some national statistical services". Seven years on, the problems remain

unsolved. Developments since then in particular the contraction of extrabudgetary

resources have severely eroded the ability of the ECA to play the key role specified in the

Plan of Action. As a result the implementation of the CASD activities have had to be

curtailed because of lack of sufficient resources.

6. It is noteworthy that at the fifth meeting of the CASD, the representative of Statistics

Sweden asked the poignant question of whether - the CASD activities did in fact promote

the ends spelled out in the Addis Ababa Plan of Action, and furthermore wondered if there

was any credible evidence to demonstrate that the CASD was attaining its objectives.

There were reasons to be sceptical it was observed, hence it was necessary to address

concerns regarding the effectiveness of CASD at an early stage in the implementation

process. A paper prepared by the secretariat soon after and presented to the Ninth Session

of the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Population and Information Specialists

in March 1996 did attempt a response to some of the questions.1 That paper recounts the

achievements of the CASD and underscored the inadequacy of resources as a serious

impediment to statistical development in Africa.

7. The purpose of this document is to:

(a) attempt to contribute to the operationalization of some of the recommendations

already made by the CASD at its previous meetings so as to revitalize, rehabilitate and

develop the African statistical network including the monitoring of the implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action;

1 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, A Strategy for the Implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s,

E/ECA/CM.18/10/ADD.1, 1993

<■'■!>
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make proposals for the mobilization of resources for the implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plait of Actio,n for Statistical Development in Africa.

8. It is important to acknowledge from the outset the tremendous amount of support

that is already being provided by members of the CASD, bilateral, multilateral and other

donors in the promotion of statistical development in Africa.

II. REVIEW OF CASD ACTIVITIES

9. Up to 1996, before the dissolution of the CASD subcommittees, activities for

implementation by CASD were proposed by each of the subcommittees and approved by

the main CASD. Implementation was undertaken directly by members of the CASD

Committee on a voluntary basis. The CASD Terms of Reference2 provided the overall

policy framework for CASD. Subcommittees were established under CASD and each of

these had its own specific terms of reference. According to the main Terms of Reference,

the CASD was expected to:

(a) "conduct regular review of the overall progress made by African countries in

the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa

in the 1990s;

(b) Facilitate, with the means at its disposal, the implementation of coordinated

actions intended to harmonize statistical systems and methodologies; this implementation

will be the primary responsibility of the of the Africa national an6 regional institutions, but

should obtain the support of the bilateral, and multilateral agencies in so far as these actions

are part of agreed work programmes;

(c) Set up mechanisms for the continuous exchange of information among African

Governments; national agencies; regional and subregional organizations and all bilateral and

multilateral agencies; the CASD secretariat will ensure dissemination to all actors;

(d) Identify specific themes on which particular and convergent efforts could be

made by those actors and consequently propose lines of action to all parties;

(e) Inform the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Population and

Information Specialists (PSPI) on the progress made on various aspects related to the Addis

Ababa Plan of Action;

(f) Conduct regular evaluations of its activities".

10. Activities which were actually implemented by the CASD and its secretariat were

mainly facilitative and aimed at (a) coordinating the activities of CASD members and (b)

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, CASD Terms of Reference, Rev. 2
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establishing guidelines for implementation at the national level. Annex A - "List of CASD
Proposed Activities and Status of Implementation (1992-1996)" summanses the actmt.es
which were proposed and subsequently implemented during the per.od 1992 to 1996
within the framework of the CASD Terms of Reference. From the list, an implicit
implementation priority is easily discernible from those activities which were implemented^
According to the information, training, data processing, and operational support for CASD
activities were areas of intense activity in terms of numbers of activities proposed for
implementation The CASD implemented a number of surveys, some evaluations, and
several studies in the areas of training. In addition the CASD prepared some gu.dehnes for
use at the national level. The "Guidelines for Needs Assessment and Strategy
Development" and the "Framework for Monitoring Statistical Development in Africa" are

examples of what was prepared by the CASD secretariat.

11 Some of the CASD activities were directed at producing outputs for use at the
national and subregional levels where they were to be used by the countries themselves in
implementing the Strategy. For example, the guidelines were meant to be used at the
national level. However, the record to date indicates that most of the activities for the
implementation of the Plan of Action were only partly implemented, even at the national
level. In the case of the Needs Assessment and Strategy Development {NASD) exercises,

the latest available information3 is that only 11 countries have conducted the exercises, and
another 15 have planned them for implementation by 1997. it may be mentioned in this

connection that ECA's Regional Advisor on Organization and Management of National
Statistical Systems was able to undertake advisory mission to only 4 countries in 1994 and
1995 in the area of the NASD exercises. Other CASD members including the World Bank
and ODA also provided assistance to some countries in the implementation of the NASD

exercises. No information is available on countries which have attempted to use the

Framework for Monitoring Statistical Development in Africa nor of any which have, using

any other instrument, monitored progress in the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan

of Action for Statistical Development in Africa. The secretariat itself has not been able to

provide any assistance beyond the establishment of the guidelines referred to earlier.

12. it is to be observed in this connection that the CASD secretariat activities from 1993

were mainly desk oriented as the secretariat could not undertake field activities as these

required additional resources - of a type which were not available to it. Consequently, the

CASD could not follow through the implementation of:

(a) regular reviews of the overall progress made by African countries in the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action,

3 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Statistical Needs Assessement and

Strategy Development: The African Experience. (E/ECA/PSPI.9/2, 5 January 1996)
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(b) the establishment of mechanisms for the continuous exchange of information

among the African governments, regional and subregional organizations and all bilateral and

multilateral organizations and national agencies included in the CASD Terms of Reference.

1 3. The CASD secretariat was constrained by the lack of resources hence its inability to

provide technical assistance at the national level, and its activities at the regional level were

similarly limited to desk studies.

14. Throughout the period since establishment, the CASD members have remained

committed to the promotion of statistical development in Africa demonstrated in their

valuable contributions and endeavours to raise resources for and participate in the CASD

activities including implementation at the national level. In addition, some CASD members

have also extended their support to those members who could not otherwise attend some

of the CASD meetings.

lit. PROBLEMS OF IMPLEMENTATION

15. From the foregoing it is clear that one of the problems of statistical development in

Africa has been and continues to be resources, in the form of staff and finance. In a major

attempt to resolve the problem of shortage of staff, high turnover and brain drain of

quafified staff, the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and ,

planning in 1978 established the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA). The Q. \
main objective of STPA was to ensure that the African region has a continuous supply of ., '

qualified statistical staff for national statistical services and other organizations in the public %/ xg>

and private sectors. The regional component of STPA was funded by UNDP and it was, „ >

implemented in three phases. The first two phases covered the period from July 1978 to ^ ^
June 1 987 and was funded to a total of US £27930,3385^1 its last phase, from July 1 98p^ ® §/
to March 1993 the STPA was implemented as part of the Statistical Development ■

Programme for Africa (SDPA) and funded to a total of US $3,628,898. With this change). -

activities which were initially covered under the STPA were broadened to include

strengthening of statistical systems, data collection and analysis, regional and subregional

projects. Thus with this change, some of the activities in connection with the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa were

initially financed from the SDPA.

16. The regional component ofi^f the SDPA funding ceased in 1993 with the advent of

the new UNDP 5th programming cycle and its emphasis orw^atimTaJ_ex£cj£tic^ However,

UNDP continued to finance statistical activities,j^foe(patjcma^ table
which was extracted from the UNDP Compendiumi of" Ongoing" Projects shows that of the
38 general statistical ongoing projects, 24 benefited 1 5 African countries to the total

amount of US$51,030,7874 during the period 1 986 to 1994.

This includes statistical projects from other economic sectors e.g. Agriculture
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Summary of Ongoing General Statistical Projects

As At 31 December 19945

No. of General Statistical Projects 38

No. of Statistical projects in Africa 24

No. of African countries 1 5
Tot. Amount to Statistical Projects (US Dollars) 60,932,499

Tot. Amount to African Statistical Projects (US Dollars)6 51,030,787

UNDP Contribution (US Dollars) 28,066,656

Cost Sharing (US Dollars) 12,097,788

Government Contribution (US Dollars) 10,866,343

17. The total amount apportioned to statistical projects in Africa appears to be high in

comparison to that for ongoing global statistical activities. Unfortunately this apparently

high figure does not give an indication of the extent to which problems are addressed and

needs met. Furthermore, the data covers a period of 8 years and relate to only 1 5 of the 53

African countries many of which are classified as Least Developed, and generally in need

of technical assistance.

18. The next problem of statistical development in Africa in recent years has been one

of perception, particularly among administrations. A vast array of statistics are now

available and disseminated by an equally vast array of actors. In a sense, the problem here

is the result of success particularly from the early efforts at capacity building. Statistical

data are presumed to be always available. As a result, attention to data quality, the range

and coverage of the data, maintenance of service quality, improvement of methods and

techniques, the timeliness of the data and continued capacity development are often given

low priority.

19. Annex B -■ "Source and Amount of Resources for Statistical Development under the

United Nations Regular Budget and Regular Programme for Technical Co-operation"

indicates that during the period the Addis Ababa Plan of Action was launched for

implementation, the resources available at the regional level have generally tended to

decline. The result over the years has been a decline in the assistance provided to the

countries. Prospects for increased future funding through the General Assembly are

daunting, bearing in mind the United Nations financial crisis. Attainment of the objectives

of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa will have to depend

on the role of the CASD which has to consider the issue financial resources.

5 Source: UNDP Compendium of Ongoing Projects as at 31 December 1994 UNDP/Series

A/No. 25

6 Includes statistical projects from other economic sectors e.g. Agriculture
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IV. PROPOSALS FOR MOBILIZING RESOURCES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

OF CASD ACTIVITIES

20. The CASD secretariat has normally implemented activities assigned to it by using

regular budget and extrabudgetary (XB) resources. As XB resources contracted from 1993

with the withdrawal of UNDP support, so did the CASD secretariat's ability to support its

own activities and regional programme. As already observed, the inability of the secretariat

to coordinate regional activities deprived the member states of useful technical expertise

and support.

21. Changes in UNDP support arrangements have now taken place after evaluation of the

experiences of the 5th UNDP Programming Cycle . The UNDP has recognized the seminal

and coordinative role of regional policy support and has recently changed its policy in this

regard by including regional commissions for funding under the Support Services for Policy

and Programme Development (SSPPD)7. According to this new arrangement the regional

commissions are now expected to "focus mainly on upstream work to support national and

regional programme development". It is expected that the procedures and areas of

concentration for such support will in due course be clarified.

22. For the moment, an assessment of the prospects of using the new UNDP

arrangements for implementation of the CASD activities in support of national and regional

development warrant careful examination and establishment of appropriate strategies. ^
Possible activities for consideration under these new arrangements include reviews of the/

overail progress made by African countries in the implementatiorroilhfi^Addis Ajjaba^Pian foj
of Action. The experience from the Needs Assessment andrDevelopmeTtjT^StrategB^
exercises should provide a useful spring board for further action. The possibilityalso exists

for UN entities to collaborate in the provision of technical expertise and support to member

states in the region. It should be noted, however, that the continuous sharing of

information will be a vital necessity for the effective utilization of SSPPD resources.

23. In considering the possibility of using the SSPPD facility, consideration couid also be

given to the funding models which have been used in the past. Two main inter-country

approaches were used to foster statistical development in the period before the 1990s.

• The first of these approaches found expression in the African Census

Programme, the African Household Survey Capability Programme, the National

Accounts Capability Programme, and the Statistical Training Programme for

Africa and the Statistical Development Programme for Africa. These were

regionally coordinated programmes which were subsequently rationalized.

These programmes covered all the members states of the Commission and are

UNDP, Governing Council decision 96/31 on Agency Support Cost Arrangements.
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I ■ ^
reported to have been effective in promoting statistical development in Africa.

A major (characteristic orthis approach was the fo&ws"6n capacity.^yilding.

• The second approach relates to support to smaller groups of countries which

were funded under specific programmes like the World Fertility Survey, the

Living Standards Measurement Study, the Demographic and Health Survey and

the Pan-Arab Project for Child Development. In this second approach the main

objective was to collect data for a specific purpose and only a relatively small

number of countries were covered. This approach is reported to have been

limited in its support to statistical development on two counts. First,

because only a few countries were covered and second, the programmes

were very subject specific and consequently limited in their contribution to

statistical capacity building.

24. A second proposal for the mobilization of resources would be for the CASD

secretariat to follow through developments in all major sectoral programmes and highlight

the prerequisites in terms of statistical data for informed sectoral decision making. This

would entail that each new sectoral action plan includes a consideration of the statistical

data implications. A related action would be for an active search of funding agencies, their

profiles and a review of their policies including possibilities within the framework of the

Lome Convention. Such a search would have to be undertaken in consultation with all

relevant organizational units of the secretariat. Resources in this category could be used

to support regional training activities in specific sectors including trade, food security,

industry, management, gender issues etc. Training seminars which have already been

proposed, for example that on improving management services in the national statistical

services in Africa proposed by the Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics, Makerere

University, could be considered as candidates under this proposal.

25. The Economic Commission for Africa has over the years managed the United Nations

Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD) to which both African and non-African

countries have made pledges. The third proposal therefore would be for creation of a

specific component of UNTFAD to support the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of

Action for Statistical Development in Africa. Such a fund could be used to support

technical cooperation activities including the promotion of inter-country assistance.

26. Fourth, networking arrangements used by CASD have been an effective modality for

the implementation of CASD activities. The implementation of activities and expertise have

been shared, and CASD members have been kept abreast of developments in the region.

According to this loose arrangement members were called upon to programme CASD

activities into their regular programme of activities. This arrangement has worked quite well

for the secretariat. Some enhancements could be considered. One would be for more

frequent consultations and identification of the activities which are included in the regular

programmes of work. Another would be through actual joint implementation of activities,

leading to a pooling of resources in the implementation of selected priority activities.
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V. CONCLUSION.

27. CASD activities have made a significant contribution to the implementation of the

Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa, however most of the

activities have been coordinative and facilitative, as resources limited further follow-up

action at the national and regional levels. There are new possibilities for extending

technical assistance to the countries, especially through use of the UNDP new SSPPD

facility which would enable support to national and regional programme development. Other

proposals for mobilization of resources include active review of funding agency policies

particulariy regarding support to sectoral decision making and the establishment of a specific

fund under UNTFAD.

28. Some of the activities which could be considered for funding have been identified.

Project profiles are accordingly attached for the following possible operational areas:

(a) Needs assessment and strategy development;

(b) Monitoring the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action at the

national and regional levels;

(c) Management training for directors of national statistical services;

(d) Improving methodologies for collection, processing, analysis and dissemination
of data.

29. The CASD may wish to consider the proposals on mobilization of resources for

implementation of CASD activities and provide its advice.
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ANNEX C

T Project Profiles

1. Promoting needs assessment and strategy development exercises in African countries

Objective

To assist African countries in planning and conducting NASD exercises and the use

of the results for the development of statistics.

Background

The Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s

was adopted by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic Development

and Planning in May 1990. A Strategy for the impfementation of the Plan of Action which

provides a framework for the development of statistics in Africa in the 1990s was adopted

by the ECA Conference of Ministers in April 1992. Recognising that measures for

enhancing the capacities of African statistical services will have to be country specific, the

Strategy recommended that each country of the African region should undertake NASD

exercises as a first step towards setting-up more efficient and sustainable statistical

systems. So far very few African countries have conducted these NASD exercises. For the

benefit of ail countries it would be advantageous to increase the number of countries

conducting these exercises and to document best practices in this field.

Justification

in addition to reversing the trends from supply driven to demand driven production

of statistics, NASD are required for many purposes including: institutional restructuring;

promoting the link between user and producers of statistics; assisting in the determination

of statistical priorities; as an tnputfto national development plans. Indeed with the rapid

changes in technology, the planning needs of countries are changing. Therefore National

Statistical Services should be ready to respond rapidly to changing circumstances of the

countries and NASD exercises would assist them in those efforts.

Activities

Activities will include the following: updating the study on "Statistical Needs

Assessment and Planning" undertaken by the World Bank; undertaking missions to countries

to assist in planning, conducting and dissemination of NASD exercises; recruitment of

consultants where required to assist countries; preparation of status reports on NASD for

presentation to CASD and other relevant fora; and participation in user/producer seminars

organised at country level.
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Expected outputs

The expected output will include: More responsiveness to user needs by the National

Statistical Service; change by the NSS from supply driven to demand driven statistics;

possible restructuring of the NSS to meet various user needs; report on best NASD practices

in African countries; reports of missions to countries; reports to CASD; and reports to the

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Populations and Information Specialists.

2. Assessment of the overall progress made at national, regional and subreqional and

global levels in the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical

Deveiopment in Africa in the 1990s

Objective

To determine the extent and effectiveness of actions taken and progress made in the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action, identify difficulties encountered and

necessary measures to accelerate the Plan implementation.

Background

The Addis Ababa Plan of Action was formulated by the Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Population and Information Specialists in January 1990, and

together with the strategy for its implementation, adopted by the ECA Conference of

Ministers responsible for economic development and planning in May 1990 and April 1992

respectively.

Three levels of actions have been identified viz.: national, regional and global levels.

Emphasis is on national level actions since it is at this level that official statistical data are

produced. Also, it is at the national level that the actions and efforts to improve the

quantity and quality of the statistical data must necessarily start.

Justification

The Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s

and the Strategy for its implementation are geared towards helping to rehabilitate and

develop the statistical capacities and systems of the African region.

Since 1992, African countries have, to varying extent, been implementing the Plan

of Action. A number of the countries have undertaken fully or partially needs assessment

exercises, some other countries are known to have planned such exercise. Other national

level actions which have been or are being taken include: preparation of statistical

development plans; work programme budget; improving data processing and analysis;

research, methods and standards; and training; celebration of African Statistics Day 18

November; etc. to enhance national statistical capacity.
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African regional and subregional institutions are working on improving and where (

necessary adapting methods and standards to suit African conditions.

It is, therefore, now very necessary to review the overall progress made by the

African countries in the implementation of the Plan of Action, and identify appropriate and »•

practical measures to help accelerate the implementation process*-* 'YksS->'-' ' V

Activities

The following would be the main activities: fact-finding missions to groups of African

countries to identify actions, steps taken and expected results of such actions.

Expected outputs

Profile of African statistical activities within the framework of the Plan of Action;

Identification of practical measures to accelerate the process of implementation of the Plan;

3. Management training for directors of national statistical services

Background

Poor management of national statistical services was identified in the "Strategy for

the Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa

in the 1990s" as one of the major factors which had contributed to the deterioration of

national statistical services in Africa.

The proposal to implement a training programme in management for directors of

national statistical services was made by Institute for Statistics and Applied Economics,

Makerere University (ISAE) and was discussed by the CASD at it fifth meeting which was

held in Paris in 1995. The CASD confirmed the importance of management training for

directors of national statistical services and recommended that the ECA should be fully

involved in the proposed training so as to ensure sustainability.

Objectives

The long term objective of the management training seminars for directors of national

statistical services is to enhance the quality, range, and timeliness of African statistics. The

immediate objective is to conduct a series of seminars for directors of national statistical

services with a view to improve their skills in the areas of planning, general management

and human resources management.
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Justification

The training institutes established under the STPA do not normally offer management

as one of the training courses. University courses in statistics also do not include
management. Over the years and even now, most directors of the national statistical

services have been subject matter specialists, having risen through the ranks of statisticians.

It is clear therefore that the directors would not normally be equipped with the skills for

the management of the statistical services that they lead. Already, ISAE reports that

several countries have requested assistance with management training for directors of

national statistical services. Up to now, it has not been possible to provide this kind of

training because of inadequate resources.

Good management has been recognised as the critical ingredient for sustained

growth. In private corporations as well as in government, good management is given

priority and suitable training is provided.

Activities

Activities will include costing the project, a search for, and the securing of funding

for the seminars. This will be followed by preparation of training materiafs, organization and

conduct of the seminars. Training materials will be prepared to include the following ajeas;

planning and management of human resources, organization and management of national

statistical services, statistical legislation, coordination and consultation with governments

ministries and other users. A final but equally important activity will be identification of

resource persons.

The first seminar will be used as a means for compiling an inventory of the

management problems of national statistical services in the African region. This would be

a regional seminar. Thereafter a series of seminars will be conducted and focus on the

issues identified at the regional seminar.

Activities will be undertaken jointly with ISAE and other interested CASD members.

Expected outcomes

It is expected that all the directors of the of the national statistical series would have

received training in management by the completion of the training seminars. Materials

generated during these seminars would serve as a basis for management courses at the

STPA centres. From this will follow anticipated improvements in the quality of decision

making, better management of resources, better plan formulation and implementation, and

enhanced effectiveness of the national statistical services.
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4. Improving methodologies for collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of data

Objective

The objective is to assist African countries to improve methodologies used for

collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of statistical data so as to attain

harmonized and standardized data for comparative analytical purposes.

Background

The Strategy for the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical

Development in Africa has identified data applications and analysis, data processing,

storage, retrieval and dissemination as crucial to timely production of quality data. The

Strategy further identified a pressing requirement for harmonized methodologies in

production of data for improved comparative analysis. The Coordinating Committee on

African Statistical Development (CASD), has in fulfilment of its mandate of coordinating

and monitoring the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action addressed many of

these problems and pointed out the need for concerted action particularly in the

development and implementation of norms and standards relating to statistical data

processing, harmonization of technica! procedures and improvement of data processing

systems.

Justification

Many African countries have limited human and capital resources at their disposal to

undertake comprehensive analysis of methodologies for collection, processing analysis and

dissemination of data. The rapid changes in technology for capturing, transferring and

disseminating data and the impacts of globalization call for concerted efforts in improving

and coordinating the methodologies applied on the ground for collection, processing,

analysis and dissemination of data.

Activities

The following activities will aim at addressing issues relating to improvement of

methodologies used in collection, analysis and dissemination of statistical data:

(a) Advisory missions

(b) Conduct of workshops

(c) Production of manuals

(d) Production of reports on best technological practices
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Expected Resujts

It is expected that African countries would have improved and harmonized methods

of collecting, processing, analyzing and disseminating data on a timely basis. The improved

methodologies would enable harmonized and standardized statistical data better useful for

comparative purposes at sub-regional and regional level.

Outputs

Reports and manuals prepared on the activities would be widely disseminated.


