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RESOLUTION L.I

REFORM OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MACHINERY OF THE

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the various resolutions that have implications on the mandate and operations of the

Commission including, in particular, General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 on the

restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system, General Assembly resolutions

33/202 of 29 January 1979 and 44/211 of 21 December 1990,

Recalling also its resolution 618 (XXII) of 24 April 1987 on in-depth study of the United Nations

intergovernmental structure and functions in the economic and social fields,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 45/177 of 19 December 1990, 45/264 of 13 May

1991 and 46/235 of 13 April 1992 and 50/227 of 24 May 1996 and on the restructuring and revitalization

of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, in which the regional commissions should

be enabled fully to play their role under the authority of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social

Council,

Bearing in mind resolution 809 (XXXI) of 8 May 1996 on the new directions to the Economic

Commission for Africa, '

Having taken note of the new policy and programme orientation of the Commission as well as steps

being taken "to restructure the secretariat, and conscious of the need to align the intergovernmental machinery

to this new orientation in order to enable the Commission to address the emerging challenges and priorities

of the region effectively,

Having reviewed the existing intergovernmental machinery of the Commission,

Decides that the structure and functioning of the intergovernmental machinery of the Commission

should be as follows:
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A. ORGANS DEALING WITH OVERALL DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

1. Conference of African Ministers responsible for Economic

and Social Development and Planning (the Commission') and

its Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW)

The Conference ofAfrican Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning

(the Commission) will provide legislative mandate and policy guidance for the work of the Commission;

consider and endorse the work programmes of the Commission; serve as a forum for articulating Africa's

position on development issues on the agenda of the United Nations; and decide upon the recommendations

of its subsidiary bodies and of the Executive Secretary. ,.- ■

Since the mandate of the Conference encompasses the; whole spectrum of development issues -

economic as well as social - it will subsume the legislative responsibilities previously assigned to the

Conference of African Ministers responsible for Human Development which is proposed for abolition.

The Conference will meet on biennial basis. The next meeting will be in 1999. The Bureau of the

Commission will be expanded, so that it will have a representative from each of the five subregions of the

continent, namely North, East, Southern, West and Central Africa. It will consist of a chairman, three vice-

chairmen and one rapporteur.

A follow-up committee is hereby established. It will be composed of the members of the;incoming

and outgoing bureaus of the Commission at every session. It will meet as often as necessary but at least

once in intercessional years to review Commission affairs and progress hi the implementation of decisions.

The meetings of the Follow-up Committee shall be convened by the Executive Secretary in

consultation with the chairman of the Commission as and when necessary. ,,

The Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) shall continue to provide technical

support to the Conference and precedes the Conference. ■ ;

2. Intergovernmental Committees of Experts of the MULPOCs ■ -..;■;

("to be re-designated Subregional Development Centres')

The five intergovernmental Committees of Experts of the Subregional Development Centres shall

meet annually and report to the Commission through the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole.

These Committees shall oversee the overall formulation and implementation of the programme of work and

priorities of the respective Subregional Development Centres, and make recommendations on important

issues concerning economic and social development in their respective subregions, as well as on the

promotion and strengthening of subregional economic cooperation and integration.
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3. Conference of African Ministers of Finance

■This Conference of African Ministers will be retained. The Conference will be convened biennially

in alternate years to the meetings of the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Economic and

Social Development and Planning (the Commission). The Conference will have a committee of experts to

prepare its meetings which will convene before each session.

B. Subsidiary bodies to be created or retained

Committee on Women and Development

The Africa Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development

(ARCC), which will be renamed Committee on Women and Development, will be retained and continue to

play its role as an advisory forum of experts and policy makers, providing guidance to the Commission's

work on the advancement of women. It will also provide a platform for advocacy and assessing follow-up

and implementation by African Governments of the Global and Regional Platforms for Action for the

advancement of women. In particular, it will address issues relating to economic empowerment of women,

their legal and human rights protection, and improved access to education and health. It will meet on a

biennial basis.

Committee on Development Information

As the Economic Commission for Africa strengthens its role in assisting member States in developing

their national information and communication infrastructure, it needs a body that brings together experts and

policy makers to advise it in this area. The beginnings of such a body exist in the High-level Working

Group that helped to articulate the African Information Society Initiative (AISI): An action framework to

build Africa's information and communication infrastructure, and in the African Technical Advisory

Committee of experts on information infrastructure which has been established to provide advice on the

implementation of AISI. The Committee on Development Information will build on the work ofthese bodies

as well as the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, Population and Information Specialists.

The Committee on Development Information will include experts from such fields as statistics and

geo-information systems as well as information specialists. The Committee will meet on a biennial basis.

Committee oa Sustainable Development

This Committee would serve asa forum of experts that will provide advice to ECA in the interlinked

areas of food security, population, environment and human settlements. In this regard, it will provide a

platform for advocacy and assessing follow-up by African Governments in the implementation of Agenda
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21, the Habitat Agenda, the Cairo Programme of Action on Population and Development, and the

Programme of Action of the World Food Summit.

It would address specific measures to promote the protection and regeneration of environment,

enhance food security in African, sustainable human settlements and issues arising from increased population

growth. This Committee will meet once every two years.

Committee on Human Development and Civil Society

The Committee's mission will be to help strengthen the civil society and human development. It will

enable ECA to draw on opinions of experts in the public and private sectors and civil society, in its

operations. The Committee will conduct development and follow-up activities pertaining to global and

regional action programmes such as the Copenhagen "Declaration and Programme of Action of the World

Summit for Social Development and the African Charter for Popular Participation in Development and

Transformation. It will review major trends and issues of regional interest regarding human development

and the civil society. It will assume the functions of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee of Fifteen of the

Conference of African Ministers responsible for Human Development, and meet every two years.

Committee on Industry and Private Sector Development

The Committee would serve as a forum for addressing measures to strengthen the private sector.

The Committee would focus on such issues as improving public-private partnerships, stimulating private

investment, creating a sound legal and regulatory framework for business. The Committee would monitor

and review progress in the industrialization of Africa as well as identify and recommend measures for

accelerating the process of industrialization in the region.

This Committee will subsume some of the functions of Conference of African Ministers of Industry.

It will be composed of experts representing each private sector group, such as chambers of commerce,

manufacturers' associations, capita] market forums, labour and policy makers from relevant government

departments. The Committee will meet biennially.

Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology

This Committee will subsume the functions performed by the African Regional Conference on

Science and Technology and the Conference of African Ministers responsible for the Development and

Utilization of Mineral Resources and Energy. It will, however, be composed of experts in these fields.

The Committee will serve as a forum for the promotion of cooperation among African countries in

the areas of science and technology and development and natural resources and for providing advice on
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science and technology issues relevant to the-development of member States. It will meet on a biennial

basis. . ■ ■'"■■■■' ■•:;.■■ ■ . ->■'■ ■■ ■ '

Committee on Regional Cooperation and Integration

This Committee will subsume the functions of the Conference of Minsters of Trade, Regional

Cooperation and Integration. Because of the important role trade plays in regional cooperation and

integration, the main focus of this work will be trade - intra-Afficaiv and internationaltrade. It will be

composed of experts in the field of international trade and integration drawn from government as well as the

private sector." - .

In addition, the Committee would: promote the implementation of measures designed to strengthen

economic cooperation and integration among African countries; assist African countries and their

intergovernmental organizations in making more effective the policy instruments for economic cooperation

and integration of the African region; and identify measures tb coordinate and harmonize micro- arid macro-

economic policy among African countries as a prerequisite for accelerating regional economic integration.

It will meet on a biennial basisP .-*...■■

Conference of African Ministers responsible for Human Development

This Conference is abolished; Its legislative functions will be subsumed by the Conference of

African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning. The functions of its

Ministerial Follow-up Committee of Fifteen will be subsumed by the Committee on Human Development

and Civil Society! ■ '"■■'

Conference of African Ministers responsible for

Sustainable Development and Environment CCAMSDE)

This Conference was created in the 1993 restructuring of the intergovernmental machinery of EGA

with a view^tD: providing legislative guidance for ECA's work in the area of sustainable development and

environment. Subsequently, it was found that its mandate duplicated the African Ministerial Conference on

the Environment (AMCEN), which has a joint secretariat composed 'of ECA, OAU and the United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP). Consequently, the Executive Secretary of ECA was requested to

undertake cotfsultations on how to resolve the problem of duplication between AMCEN and CAMSDE.

The results of those consultations were presented to the ECA Conference of Ministers in May 1996

in document E/ECA/CM.22/1 l/Add.2. The consultations indicated four options for resolving the problem;
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merge CAMSDE and AMCEN; strengthen the modalities of collaboration between CAMSDE and AMCEN;

broaden the mandate of AMCEN to iricllidelssues of sustainable development; and dr6pM(Environment" from

the title of CAMSDE. The abolition of CAMSDE resolves the problem of duplication with AMCEN'.1"'

Conference of Africari Ministers of Trade and Regional Cooperation

and Integration

The functions of this Conference overlap both with the Economic and Social Commission of the

African Economic Community and its Committee on Trade, Customs and Immigration. Someof the

functions of this Committee will be subsumed by the newly established Committee on Regional Cooperation

and Integration in Africa. :

Conference of African Ministers of Transport and Communications

This conference would be abolishecTat the end of the second United Nations Tratisp'rjri

Communications Decade in Africa (UNTACDA-II) in' 1999. fhereafter, the African EconomW^Bmtiiiinity'S

Committee on Transport, Communications and Tourism will become the regional forum for discussions tfri

the relevant issues.

Conference of African Ministers of Industry

This Conference would be abolished at the end of the UnitedNations second Industrial Development

Decade for Africa (IDDA-II) in 2001. Thereafter, the African Economic Community's Committee on

Industry, Science and Technology, Energy, Natural Resources and Environment wilfiileome the regional

forum for discussions. As indicated earlier, the newly established ECA's Committee on Industry' and 'Private

Sector Development will also focus on industry in the broader context of private sector developmen'tr'

United Nations~fegional Cartographic Conference for Africa

The functions of this Conference will be subsumed by the Committee on Development Information.

African Regional Conference on Science and Technology

'"""'" Tne functions of this Conference will be subsumed by the Committee on Natural Resources arid

Science and Technology.

■ i-!., ' < L
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":''?. Joint Conference of African Planners. Statisticians;" '■■•'■■■ >■

Population and Information Specialists

The functions of this Conference will be subsumed both by the Committees on Sustainable

Development and Development Information.

Although several sectoral Ministerial Meetings are proposed for abolition, the Commission will

convene Ministerial Meetings on any issue as warranted by circumstances.

|"jig;;■;.

C
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(a) Provide legislative mandate and policy guidance for the work of the Commission;

(b) Consider the programme of work and priorities of the Commission;

(c) Review and analyze the economic and social situation in the region;

(d) Identify and highlight the major economic and social development issues and concerns with

a view to promoting policies and strategies for Africa's accelerated development;

(e) Suggest policy measures and actions for implementing various strategies and initiatives,

including eliciting the support of the international community in support of that effort;

(f) Undertake periodic reviews of the follow up to the global conferences preparatory to review

and appraisal of the implementation of the relevant programmes of action of these

conferences by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the General Assembly of

the United Nations;

(g) Conduct periodic reviews of the situation of the least developed countries and submit to

ECOSOC and the General Assembly or any special conference, a report on the situation of

the least developed countries in Africa;

(h) Encourage the establishment of appropriate mechanisms at the national, subregional and

regional levels to promote the advancement of women;

(i) In close collaboration with the Organization of African Unity and the African Development

Bank, assist member States in promoting regional cooperation and integration, in particular

in the implementation of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community;

(j) Foster policy coordination with the OAU/African Economic Community on all international

economic negotiations;
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(k) Undertake a review of the work and the functioning of the subsidiary organs of the

Commission; and

(1) Review and assess the programme orientation of the secretariat and any recommendations

submitted by the Executive Secretary.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEES OF EXPERTS

OF THE SUBREGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTRES (SRDCs)

(a) Recommend strategies, policies, programmes and projects aimed at enhancing economic

cooperation and integration within their respective subregions and with other African

subregions, in conformity with the objectives of the African Economic Community;

(b) Submit to the ECA Conference of Ministers the (biennial) draft work programmes of SRDCs

and suggest measures for the successful implementation of those work programmes. The

latter take into account the activities of the intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) with a

view to supporting not duplicating them;

(c) Monitor through a continuous process and an appropriate mechanism the implementation the

approved work programmes of the Subregional Development Centres and report thereon to

the ECA Conference of Ministers, this regard, the Committees will consider the reports of

the Follow-up Committees of the Subregional Development Centres;

(d) Review and analyze the economic and social conditions prevailing in their respective

subregions with a view to making appropriate recommendations of measures likely to foster

economic cooperation and integration among the countries concerned;

(e) Review and make subsequent recommendations on reports of sectoral meetings organized

by or with the assistance of the Subregional Development Centres;

(f) Suggest measures aimed at mobilizing resources for the effective implementation of the two

programmes of the Subregional Development Centres;

(g) Carry out any duties assigned to them by the ECA Conference of Ministers in connection

with their mandate;

(h) Establish liaison with other agencies, organizations and non-governmental organizations the

subregional, regional and global levels, and take into account their relevant

recommendations; and
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(i) Make recommendations to the ECA Conference of African Ministers responsible for

Economic and Social Development and Planning.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN MINISTERS OF FINANCE

(a) Monitor and evaluate the impact of the international monetary and financial situation on the

African^economies and propose appropriate remedial action; . ..-*/%■.

(b) Regularly assess the structure and magnitude of Africa's external debts, including the debt

servicing obligations of African countries with a view to proposing effective measures to

alleviate such debt;

(c) Review intra-African monetary and financial cooperation and suggest ways by which

resource flows to Africa can be enhanced;

(d) Promote the exchange of information and the sharing of national experiences in dealing with

monetary and financial matters; and

(e) , Devise strategies for strengthening Africa's position in international negotiations on

.monetary and financial issues.

A. Committee on Women and Development

(a) Review periodically the progress in the implementation of the Global and Regional Platforms

for Action;

(b) Review and evaluate the activities carried out in the region in the framework of the relevant

programmes for the advancement of women;

(c) Harmonize and coordinate the subregional programmes on women in development approved

within the subregions;

(d) Report to the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social

Development and Planning (the Commission) on the activities and programmes on women

in development covered at the subregional and regional levels;

(e) Mobilize resources for the implementation of the programmes of action agreed at the

subregional and regional levels;
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(f) Participate in the activities and meetings of the United Nations and other relevant bodies;

and

(g) Organize the exchange of information and experiences on policies regarding advancement

of women in member States.

B. Committee on Development Information

(a) Review and advise on the implementation of the African Information Society Initiative

(AISI): An action framework for national information and communication infrastructure

with a view to suggesting measures to accelerate its implementation;

(b) Mobilize funding and technical assistance for the implementation of AISI;

(c) Identify and suggest techniques for the application of geographic information for natural

resource exploitation and management;

(d) Examine and advise on progress by member States in all aspects of statistical development;

(e) Advise on the establishment of arrangements for the improvement of all aspects of

methodology and practice in the areas of statistics, information science and geographic

information system (remote sensing and cartography); and

(f) Coordinate the training for African personnel in the areas of statistics, information science

and geographic information systems.

C. Committee on Sustainable Development

(a) Undertake periodic review of the implementation of regional and global programmes of

action such as Agenda 21, the Cairo Agenda on Population and Development, the Habitat

Agenda and Food Security;

(b) Consider and make recommendations on a multidisciplinary approach to the implantation of

the relevant programmes of action;

(c) Promote the formulation of policies and measures for environment protection, food security

improved human settlements and integration of population variables in development

planning; and
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(d) Provide advice to the Commission in the formulation of activities for supporting member

Stales" in the interrelated areas of food security, population, environment and human

settlements.

D. Committee on Human Development and Civil Society

(a) Assist member States to promote measures to follow up the implementation of the regional

and globally agreed programmes of action in social and human development and popular

participation;

(b) Provide advice to the Commission in formulating its work programmes in the area of human

development and popular participation;

(c) Encourage the integration of social and human dimensions into development policies, plans

and programmes at both macro-economic and sectoral levels; and

(d) Identify and highlight the major economic and social development issues and concerns with

a view to promoting policies and strategies for human development and popular participation

in development. : fk-

E. Committee on Industry and Private Sector Development

(a) Assist the Commission the articulation of strategies and programmes for private sector

development;

(b) Undertake periodic reviews and assessment of the progress in implementing strategies for

private sector development;

(c) Provide advice to the Commission on orienting its work programme to give support to

member States in fostering private sector development;

(d) Provide a forum where representatives of government and the private sector can share

experiences and exchange information on best practices relating to support policy measures

for private sector development;

(e) Review and monitor progress in industrialization in Africa; and

(f) Identify and recommend measures for accelerating the process of industrialization in the
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F. Committee on Natural Resources, Science and Technology

(a) Promote measures to facilitate cooperation among African countries in the area of natural

resources, science and technology;

(b) Provide a forum for exchange of information and sharing experiences in these areas;

(c) Assist the Commission in the formulation of programmes for the development and

application of science and technology; and

(d) Advise the Commission on ways to strengthen its support to member States in the area of

natural resources management.

G. Committee on Regional Cooperation and Integration

(a) Undertake periodic review and assessment of Africa's trading position in the world

economy;

(b) Identify and highlight major opportunities and constraints in trade and investment for African

countries;

(c) Enhance the African trade sector through the adoption of appropriate measures, policies and

strategies for the expansion of regional and external trade;

(d) In close collaboration with the OAU/African Economic Community, promote the

implementation of measures designed to strengthen economic cooperation and integration

among African countries;

(e) Assist African countries and their intergovernmental organizations in making more effective

the policy instruments for economic cooperation and integration in Africa;

(f) In close collaboration with the Intergovernmental Committees of the Subregional

Development.Centres, assist the member States of the Subregional Development Centres and

their intergovernmental organizations in the strengthening of existing institutional machinery

for subregional economic cooperation and integration as well as strengthening existing

institutions for subregional trade cooperation, within the framework of the Abuja Treaty; and

(g) Identify measures to coordinate and harmonize micro- and macroeconomic policy among

African countries as a prerequisite for accelerating regional economic integration.
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RESOLUTION L.2

RATIONALIZATION AND HARMONIZATION OF ECA-SPONSORED INSTITUTIONS

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its previous resolutions 726 (XXVII) of April 1992 and 754 (XXVIII) of May 1993 on the

rationalization arid harmonization of EGA-sponsored institutions,

Recalling further the 1992 and 1993 studies carried out by ECA towards the rationalization and

rferiewal of sponsored institutions, in particular the conclusions and recomendatiohs contained in documents

E/ECA/CM. 19/17 and E/ECA/CM.20/21 considered at the May 1993 and May 1994 sessions of the

Commission, respectively,

Having considered document E/ECA/CM.23/5 which contains the findings and recommendations

of ■ consultative missions mounted by ECA as a follow-up to previous reviews and studies on the

rationalization and harmonization of the ECA-sponsored institutions,

'-' ' : Cognizant of the role that institutions which were established by African Governments can play in

building the critical capacities for the accelerated development of the region,

Conscious that any further delays in taking concrete decisions to rationalize and harmonize the

institutions would contribute to the further erosion of their effectiveness and relevance,

1. Endorses the recommendations containedin documentE/ECA/CM.23/5 on the rationalization

and harmonization of the ECA-sponsored institutions;

2. Requests the ECA Executive Secretary to submit all the relevant documents on the

rationalization and harmonization of the institutions to their respective governing bodies for consideration

and appropriate action;

3. Calls upon the governing councils of the relevant institutions to take all necessary measures,

including the organization of meetings, in close collaboration with ECA, to consider and proceed with the

implementation ofme recommendations on the rationalization of the ECA-sponsored institutions, individually

and collectively;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to identify on the basis of appropriate criteria those

institutions with which ECA would develop close partnership programmes for enhanced synergy;
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5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to seek alliances with its cooperating partners to support

further efforts by member States to transform those institutions that EGA would, have identified into regional

centres of excellence;

6. Requests the EGA Executive Secretary to report on progress in the implementation of this

resolution at the next meeting of the Conference.
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RESOLUTION L.3

^ Conference^ Ministers. ; ,;;,

Recalling its previous resolution 810 (XXXI) of May 1996 on the strengthening of the MULPOCS,

Noting with appreciation the significant efforts deployed by the ECA Executive Secretary towards

the strengthening of the MULPOCs which included the deployment of additional staff resources to the

Centres,

Having examined document E/ECA/CM.23/6 which contains proposals and recommendations

covering all relevant aspects of the MULPOCs' operations, including their mandate, geographical coverage,

membership, location of headquarters and policy-making institutional framework,

1. Decides to rename the MULPOCs "Subregional Development Centres" (SRDCs);

2. Also decides that:

(a) The Subregional Development Centres will function primarily as follows:

(i) Act as operational arms of ECA at the country and subregional levels and catalysts

to leverage ECA's resources;

(ii) Serve as instruments for ensuring harmony between subregional and regional

programme orientations and those defined by the strategic directions of the

Commission;

(iii) Provide advisory services to member States, regional economic communities and

subregional development operators;

(iv) Facilitate subregional economic cooperation, integration and development;

(v) Promote gender issues;

(vi) Act as centres for policy dialogue;

(vii) Collect and disseminate information; and
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(viii) Serve as facilitators of the integration activities of the United Nations agencies

operating within the subregions;

(b) The distribution and membership of the Subregional Development Centres should be as

follows:

(i) North African Subregional Development Centre: [(Headquarters - Tangier,

Morocco) (Membership: Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania,

Morocco, the Sudan, Tunisia)];

(ii) West African Subregional Development Centre: [(Headquarters - Niamey, Niger)

(Membership; Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, C6te d'lvoire, the Gambia, Ghana,

Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, the Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone,

Togo)];

(iii) Central African Subregional Development Centre: [(Headquarters - Yaounde,

Cameroon) (Membership: Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the

Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe)];

(iv) Southern African Subregional Development Centre: [(Headquarters - Lusaka,

Zambia) (Membership; Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius,

Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe)];

(v) Eastern African Subregional Development Centre: (Membership: Burundi,

Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Seychelles,

Somalia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire);

3. Calls upon member States of the Eastern African Subregional Development Centre to hold

consultations among themselves on the location of the headquarters of the Centre;

4. Appeals to the host countries of the various Subregional Development Centres to provide

necessary facilities and support including office accommodation, to reflect the enhanced presence of ECA

in the subregions;

5. Further appeals to member States to augment the capacity of the Subregional Development

Centres through secondment of national experts and contribution to the United Nations Trust Fund for

African Development (UNTFAD);
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6. Appeals to the development partners in the field, in particular the respective subregional

■intergovernmental organizations, United Nations Development Programme and other United Nations system

organizations, to cooperate with EGA in facilitating the revitalization of the Subregional Development

Centres and enhance cooperation within their respective subregions.
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RESOLUTION L.4

FOLLOW-UP TO THE KAMPALA ACTION PLAN ON PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

AND THE AFRICAN PLATFORM FOR ACTION: CREATION OF

THE AFRICAN WOMEN COMMITTEE 6& PEACE

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling the Kampala Action Plan adopted by the Regional Conference on Women, Peace and

Development in November 1993, which called for the creation of a Committee of Women Ministers and/or

Plenipotentiaries "to be included at all levels in the new institutions and mechanisms being created by the

Organization of African Unity for conflict prevention, management and resolution and in all other policy

organs of ECA and OAU",

Recalling further the recommendation of the African Platform for Action adopted by the fifth African

Conference on Women in November 1994 that called for the immediate implementation of the Kampala

Action Plan,

Considering the request by the fifth African Regional Conference on Women on the Joint Secretariat

of the Economic Commission for Africa, the Organization of African Unity and the African Development

Bank to initiate and implement measures in support of the African Platform for Action,

Considering further the Addis Ababa Declaration on the Dakar Platform for Action on Women in

which the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity in its thirty-first session

endorsed the African Platform for Action,

Noting with concern the escalating state of conflict in several African States that have been the cause

of much suffering and destruction,

Aware that women and children are the major victims of conflict and war,

Reaffirming that peace is an indispensable condition to sustainable development,

Taking note of the various peace initiatives that have been taken by women at the national,

subregional and regional levels,

Conscious of the fact that women are virtually absent at the level of decision-making in matters of

war and peace,
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Noting with satisfaction the recommendations of the Women Leadership Forum on Peace held in

Johannesburg in November 1996 at the initiative of the Economic Commission for Africa and the

Organization of African Unity,

Considering the findings of the eighteenth meeting of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee

for the Integration of Women in Development,

1. Endorses the creation of the African Women Committee on Peace which will work closely

with the Organization of African Unity Central Organ in an advisory capacity in matters related to the peace

process;

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity to accelerate the

nomination process of appointment of members of the African Women Committee on Peace by member

States and non-governmental organizations;

3. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa to collaborate with the Organization of

African Unity in providing a joint secretariat to the African Women Committee on Peace and to assist the

Committee in establishing its own secretariat as soon as possible;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to submit this

resolution to the Organization of African Unity Council of Ministers and the African Heads of State and

Government at the forthcoming Summit for endorsement.
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RESOLUTION L.5

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES

The Conference of Ministers. . . .. „ :<:.■■■-•■.<,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 19 December 1986 and subsequent relevant

resolutions on programme planning,

Recalling further its resolution 809 (XXXI) on new directions for the.Economic.Commission for

Africa, and in particular endorsing the new orientations of the Commission as outlined in the Strategic

Directions document as well as in the adopted Medium-term Plan for the period 1998-2001,

Taking note of the Programme of Work for 1997 as revised in compliance with its Resolution 809

(XXXI), operative paragraph 5 requesting the Executive Secretary in close collaboration with the Bureau of

the Commission to revise the 1996-1997 work programme,

Having examined the proposed programme of work and priorities of the biennium 1998-1999

contained in document E/ECA/CM.23/10,

Taking note of the new programme structure which is characterized by congruence between

organizational and programme structures, reduction in the number of subprogrammes, and clustering closely

related activities under a single subprogramme to foster synergy and achieve greater efficiency and impact

in the delivery of services,

Convinced that the proposals contained in the proposed programme of work and priorities for the

biennium 1998-1999 will make a significant contribution to Africa's economic and social development;

1. Endorses the work programme and priorities of the Commission for the biennium 1998-1999

as contained in document E/ECA/CM.23/10;

2. Requests the Secretary General of the United Nations, in making his proposals for the 1998-

1999 programme budget, to give special consideration to the development needs of the African region by

providing the Commission with adequate resources to enable it fully to carry out the reforms already

embarked upon;
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3. Calls upon the General Assembly of the United Nations and its Second and Fifth Committees

to ensure that adequate resources are made available to the Commission for the implementation of this work

programme;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to ensure that the implementation of

this work programme is guided by the same principles that have underpinned reform and renewal at ECA:

professional excellence, cost-effectiveness in product management and programme delivery, arid effective

partnerships with African regional organizations, United Nations agencies and other multilateral and bilateral

donors in support of Africa's development;

5. Commends the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa for the innovative

approach it adopted in designing the work programme and the activities therein.


