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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The first West-African Transport Conference was held at Monrovia, 

Liberia, from 23 to 27 October 1961. This Conference had its origin in 

resolution 32 ( III) adopted on 16 February 1961 at the 51st meeting of 

the Economic Commission for Afrioa · (ECA) during its third session held . 

at Addis Ababa . The Commissibn, recognizing the need for oonoerted 

action in the West--African sub-~gion and the urgent neoeesi-cy for a comprehensive 

intra-!frican tr~nsport ' netWork, as well as for effective links between 

the various oountrie·s in the West-Mrioan sub-region, requested that as & 

first step towards suoh a. goal a· meeting of Ministers of Transport and/ 

or Works be convened . ih 1961 to dfsonss: 

(a) the general lines on which the sub- regional transport network 

should bs .developed; 

(b) the possibilit,r of the standardization of vehicle legf~la.tion 

and e!gnalization for traffio using the sub-regional transport 
. ~ -. . ~ . 

· · network. · 
• 

2. The Commission deoided that the initial approach to the examina-

tion of the transport systems of the African region would be facilitated 

if two transport areas were speoifie~namely, the West-African and the 

East-African sub-region a. The former was defined as including Senegal , 

Mali, Gambia, Por~guese Guinea, · Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, the 

Ivory Coast, Upper Volta, Ghana, Tbgo, Dahomey, Niger, Nigeria, Cameroun , 

Chad, the Central African Republic, Congo (Brazzaville), Gabon and Rio 

Muni . 

II . A'M'mrnANCE A1'1> OROkNIZATION OF THE WORK 

Opening Meeting 

3 . The Conference opened in the City Hall, Monrovia, Liberia, ~ 

principal speaker being the Honp~f. Rudolph Grimes , Secretary of State, 

Government of the Republic of Liberiac A message was delivered from 

the Executive Secretary of ECA, and Htatements were made by the 

representative of the United Nations T&Ohnial Assistance Board and 

Special Fund, and by the representatives of Liberia , Nigeria, Senegal 

and Sierr a Leone . 
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J.ttendfWoe 
:·. .!' -: ~ .. 

4. Re~resentatives of the Governments of the following countries 

and ~e~ritories were present ~t the . sessions: Cameroun, t~e Central 
• .._ ,r • ( , 

4
.,1 , , , •, 

African Repub~io, Chad, Dahomey,Gh~a, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Liberia, 

~-~.~ .=· . 

Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Rio Muni, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Upper Volta. 

5. RepresQntative.l? of the United Nations Technical Assista.no~ ~ard .. . . . 
(TAB) and the Speoia.l Fund and of the International. Civil Aviation 

Organization (lCAO) also attended the session. . . . . . 
6. Observers from the International Road Federation (IRF) were also 

present. 

7. A list of representatives and observers is giyen in Annex I to 

this report. 

Election of officers 

8. The Hon . ~.Alexander Ketter (Liberia) was unanimously elected 

Chairman of .the Conference. Mr . Abd.oul Maham Ba (Senegal) was unanimously 

eleot~Q. fi;rat Vioe-Cha.i.z1n~ and H.E. Alhaji Innuwa Wads. (Nigeria) second 

Vioe-Chai;-t!lan• 

Or~anization of work 

9. In add;i tion to the opening and closing mee tinge , the Conference 1 
.'. . . . 

h~ld fo~ ple~~Y meetings . Furthermore, it set up a Committee on Road 

Networks and a Co~ittee on Finance , each of whioh held two meetings. 

The Steering Committee was composed of the Chairman of the Conference 

and the two Vice-Chairmen. 

III. AGEND.t 

10. The Conference had before it the provisional agenda prepared by, . . . ... ... 
the J!I:Efol.Ztive Secr-etary- of ECA, which was adopted at the first meeting • . ~ 

The ~enda, as adopted , read as follows : 

· J.. Opening add.resses 

2. Election of officers · 

3. · Adoption o~ the agenda· 

4. General lines for the adoption of the sub-regional. : 

highway network: 
~~ :: ; . 
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(a) Definition of the sub-regional bighw~ 

network; 

(b) Selection of highways making up the 

network; 

(o) Standards to be adopted. 

5• Possible sources of financing the road network 

in the West African sub-region 

· 6. S'ub-regional ·traffic control: 

(a) Highway code and related traffic legislation 

and regulations; 

(b) Licensing of drivers, registration of 

vehicles and implementation of laws and 

'regula tiona; 

(o) Frontier formalities. 

1· Communioa.tions from the Seoretari&tJ 

(a) Sub-regional transport in the ECAFE and 

~;- ECIA regions; 

: · 1... (b) Technical assistance for transport projeots. 

:..:-· S. l .' Other business 

., · 9~ !teport for the ·fourth session of BOA 

The list of documents prepared for the Conferenoe is given in 

Annex 2 to this report. 

IV. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS 

· ll. !lbe addresses and statements made at the opeaing ceremony, whioh 

· emphasi~e'd the purpose of the Conference, are su.mmari~ed briefly in the 

following paragraphs. 

12. The Bon. D. Colston Nelson (Liberia.) welcomed particip&Dts ~ iae 

Conference and expressnd the hoped that the resolutions adopted would 

pave the wa;y to grea.tar achievements. He stressed the importance and . 
significance of the Conference a.s a means of forging stronger links in 

the oha.in of brotherhood among ~ica.n States and of promoting progress 

towards the true realization of African unity and solida.ri ty. . .. 
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13. Closer cont~ct with its neighbours by means of highways, he said, 

had long been the aim of Liberia, which explained the construction of 

a highway from Monrovia to ~onjo and thence to Sierra Leone. A second 

highway was under construction from Bomi Hills to the Mano River, which 

would provide another con tao t 'I'Ti th Sierra Leone. Two highways had been 

constructed from Monrovia to Ganta and Kahntle on the borQ.ers of Guinea. 

A highway now under construction .from Gapta to the Eastern Province would 

provide communication with the Ivory Coast. 

14. In a message to the Conference, the Executive Secretary of the 

Eoonomio Commission for Africa stressed the faot that the Conference was 

the first step towards a concerted examination of ways and means of 

linking the various countries in the West-African sub-region by a trans­
port network. An integrated transport system was, he averred, the pre­

requisite to a rapid and comprehensive expansion of intra-African trade 

and industry. 'lbe outstanding characteristic of the present transport 
J 

system in West Africa was isolation, a legacy from the past, and a main 

~eature of the transport pattern was the absence of satisfactory links 

between countries and territories. His message further pointed out that . 
while a sub-regional road network must be accorded very high priorit.y, 

several other possibilities existed for concerted action i~ transport 

fields like coastwise shipping, river transport and aviation. 

15·. 'lbe representative of TAB and the Special Fund stated that the 

two United Nations institutions represented by him would follow the pro­

ceedings of the ~nference with great interest. Those institutions were 
r ~- -. ... 
w~ll'aware of the great importance to West Africa of co-ordinated policies 
in tho field of road transport. Should the delegates to the Conference, . ,, 
in the oouree of their examinat~on of the many problems involved in 

~evis1ng and icplementing such policies, decide that there was a need in 

their own countri~s or in the West-African sub-region generally for tech­

nical assistance from the United N~~ions , or for assistance from the : 

United Nations Special Fund, in this field, their reoomme~dations would 

be' most sympathetioall.y and .care:fu..l.ly-oonsid.ered by the Board and the 
• :. .! 

Fund. 
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16. 'Replying to the addresses ··or welcome, the representative of · ·· .1 ~-.; •)' · 

Senegal expressed ·pleasure that Monrovia had been chosen.. as the seat of 

the Conference, on the ground that Liberia had long preceded the other 

West-African countries in achieving independence . The Conference, he 

said,- provided an cpportuni ty to consider the question of transport as, .~ 

in any developing country, a precondition for economic and social progress . 

17. After thanking the Government of Liberia for the warmth of its·· 

hospitality, the· ~epresentative of Nigeria said that, if every country in 

the sub-region endeavoured to -ensure that the highway links between· it and 1-t" 

neighbours were improveL.., _the first s te~ would have been taken towards .the 

establishment of ~ super-highway linking all countries in West Africa. 

Nigeri~attached special importance to road transport, while realizing 

that water . t~ansport also had a Tery important role to pl~ in any trans-

port system. 

18. · Nigeria, he added, was prepared to co-operate in developing . .( ~ 

tra.nsp6rt within~· West Africa, as that would allow the easy movement of 

people fl'om .one country to another and facilitate economic traffic in ·--.: , --:~' 

various commodities. Nigeria was also ready to share the results of its ::.r 

acientifie investigations and to pool knowledge with other countries . 

As the under-developed countries found it diffioult · to implement teohnioal 

proje.ots, because they lacked adequate financial resources, he appealed 

to the United Nations and its specialized agencies to grant them all 

possible assistance . 

19. The representative of Sierra Leone stressed the growing importance 

of mobility of manpower and materials in expanding trade and industrial 

activity • • Between ·1950 and 1959 traffic in Sierra Leone had increased 

sixfold. In sp~te of that spootacular development, there was not yet a . 

ferry-free international link with their .next-door neighbours , Guinea and 

Liberia. ~ cThe -n~d for . such a. link was obvious, and Sierra Leone's plans _ v7 

included the bridging of the little Scarcies river at Mange to complete · ~-; 

· the link with Guinea, and a system of roads and bridges from Nyande- hun 

to Pendembu to provide ferry-free acoess to Liberia . 
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He went on to outline some- of t~ problems involved in ada.pting inter­

national traffic reguaations to countrie~ where language difficulties 

made it necessary for graphic signs t Q be used in tpreference to written 

signs. 

20. · Extending a warm welcome to the assembled delegates, the Hon.J.R •. 

Grimes recalled that the Economic Commission for Africa had been 

established at the insistence of the African members of the United 

n&tions, who had wished ~o initiate and participate in measures fpr 

•i>ao'ilitating concerted action to promote economic activity in Africa 

and to strengthen contacts between African countries. The present 

Conference was sponsored by the Economic Comm~ssion for Africa in order 

to promote such aims and, more partic~larly, . to further the development 

of intra-territorial transport systeQs and thereby improve economic 

relations between the African countries. 

21. The Secretary of' State pointed out further that over a period of 

years the President of Liberia had strongly aa.~.rooated the neoessi ty for 

co-operation amongst African States as a means of fighting poverty and 

need. ; 'lhe main purpose of the mee·~ing, which was to discuss the 

general lines on which a sub-regional t~ansport network might be deve­

loped and the traffic ~sing it organized, was indoedv. he ~aid,to serve 

as an essential first step in the promot=..on of African ~rade and industry, 

A. GENERAL LINES FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 

SIJE-RDGIO!UL HIGHWAY NE'IWORK 

(a.genda item 4) 

22. The Conference ha~ a general disctssion on the development of the 

West-African road network. For the purpose of that discussion it .. 
examined a ~aper prepared by tte Secreta=iat. Basing itself on the ~ 

results of the discussions in the plenary o.setings of the Conference, . 
the Committee on Road Networks ·9xe:ni nad the i tam in detail • 

.. 
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: 23. Whtie .aonfining ita attention to ro.ad transport in West Af.rica, 

·.' ~ the Conference tried not to lose sight of the importance of other modes 

af transport. It also studied the possible bearing of the creation of 

· th& road network in the sub-region on the deve~opment of a co-ordinated 

continental road network cove~ing all Africa. 

·- 24. 1he urgent need for a network of all-weather roads in West· Africa 

' arose frci~ the fact that improved transport was eaaontia.l to boih· the 

expa.nsio~ of _intra-African trade and the economic development of ·the sub­

region. Concerted action in that field had to meet economic needs and 

help to r~~ove the defects of the existing structure and create a sub­

reg~onal trans~ort system consistent with modern requirements. 

... 

Definition of a ?ub-regional highwgy ne~ork _ (ag~~da item 4 (a)) 

25. This item was discussed in detail in order to ensure that all its 

main aspects were taken into account. Thus emphasis was laid on the 

relationship which existed, or which should be established as a matter of 
) 

transport policy in the sub-region, between a network of inter-State 

roads and the ra.ilw~y and river navigation systems . The stage of deve-. ... 
lopment attain~~ by .the transport systems ·in. the various countries made 

it imperativa -for some of them to make a s~d.y of connecting roads 1n 

trontier ~egions, as in certain ca~~s suoh roads would be the initial 

link with neighbouring countries. While for some countries concerted 

action in the sub-region was desirable as a means of achieving rapid 

e~ansion of internal networks, for others it was absolutely. essential as 

a me~s of providing the sub-region with access to seaports. 

26. Various represent~tives expressed satisfaction that . the Conference 

had prov~ded the first opportunity for a systematic consideration of the 

creation of a sub-regional network. Though there were already long-dis-

. tance roads and tracks linking the various countries, the problem of co­

ordinating ~he national networks of several countries into a rational 

·' ' system a till rema.ined unsolved. The Committee expressed its de termina­

tion to· .. take im·•ediate steps to find a practicable solution, bear~~ in 

mind both the import nee of the problem and its comylexity. 
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:21 ._ ~ In the main it was agr&ed that- a. sub-regional.. highway could be 

defined as a road serving the areas of principal economio activity in the 

various countries or connecting such areas in one country with a railw~, 

seaport or airport in another, n~t necessarily neighbouring, country. 

Selection of highways composing the ne-twork (agenda item 4 (b)) 

28 . Under this item, representatives first described thQ exis~ing or 

proposed links connecting the road systems in their countries with those 

in neighbouring countries. Some delegations supplied data relating to 

technical specifications, load norms etc •• Some also indicated which 
routes they wished to see included in the sub-regional network. It was 

thought that further progress could not be made until national representa­

tives had entered into bilateral consultations with a view to co-ordinat­

ing their activities and attempting, in particular, to determine-~he 

p primary and secondary frontie:r links and routes. 

29. · The Conference did not, however, confine itself to recognizing~ 
'L need for bilateral links. Bearing in mind the importance of sub-regional 

roads in industrialization programmes, the divers~fication of exports 

and the development of transit -and intra~gional trade, it selected the 

priority routes which would for the present, be considered as part of the 

sub-regional network. These routes, which are listed in Annexr;3 hereto, 
. ·r ·r , will also be shown on a map to be attached to the report on the Co'nferenoe. 

Further study will b.o ::-eq_uired at a later date, especially concerning 

provision of a choice of routes betw~e~ neighbouring countries. The 

importance and complexity of the problema involved made it impossible 
to regard the selection as finale 

Standards to be adopted (agenda item 4 (c)) 

30. The Conference did not have sufficient time to complete its exa-

mination of this item . It was assured that in the sub-region roads were 
built to well-defined technical specifications and standards, but that 
in the oase of roads intended to link a number of countries that in 

itself was not enough and it .was essential that there should be agreement 

on uniform specifications and standards to ensure reliable and efficient 
international transport. . .. 



....... 

EjCN.l4/,147 . 
E{CN.l4fTRANSjwP.24 
Page 9 · 

)1. The Cbnference recognized the need for uniform specifications 

and standards, particularlY. in the cese of roads designed to serve as 

sub-regional arterial roads. Some representatives stated that their 

countries sought to achieve uniformity on such factors as desje;n, sp~eds, 

volume of traffic and loads for the different categories of ro~ds and 

varying topographical conditions. In this way they considered they would 

have direotiv~available for the technical services responsible for 

creating specifications and standards. 

32. The Conference endorsed this view and expressed the hope that, as 

a first .step, the ECA .Secretariat would arrange for the collection and 

diss~mination of the specifications and standards used in the various 

countries, together with other pertinent data. A programme of eohsul­

tationa m~ght then be arranged which would ultimately result in a oo­

~rdinated road build~g or =a-building plan designed to meet inter­

national traffic requirements. Subsequently, building or re-building 

works would be carried out in accordance with characteristics jointly 

agreed among all participating countries. 
Continuation of the work 

33. Here the Conference took note of the fact that the XVIth West 

African Public Works Conference would be held at Monrovia from 22 to 26 

January 1962, under the auspices of the · Commission for Technical Co- · 

operation in Africa South of the Sahara (CCTA) . The Conference was of 

the opinion that it would be useful if the competent authorities of all 

countries of the West African sub-region participated in that Conference. 

It also hoped that the authorities of the countries represented at that 
meeting would instruct their representatives to ensure that the agenda 

included an item on the revision of technical norms for the network. 

34. Certain delegations urged that the Conference should recommend 

to. the Economic Commission for Africa· that a body be established in 

West Africa to ensure the-co-o.rdina.tion of tha d.&oisiona reached at the 

Conference . 
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Such a. body, they though~, could also undertake appropriate follow-up 

action by facilitating the continued exchange of technical information, 

and take any other steps necessary to achieve the purposes for which 
the Conference had been convened. 

35. In particular, the Conference favoured the organization of 

seminars for senior highway officials. The subjects to be studied 

should include: procedures and methods of soil s~abilization in road oo~ 

truotion, concrete surfacing fo~ roads, and the development of local . 

materials as substitutes for costly imported materials. In that oori­

nexion, it was pointed out that the sub-region would benefit by the 

publication of a technical journal on road and transport research. A 

draft resolution, submitted by the delegation of Liberia., recommending 

the convening of a. seminar on highways was adopted by 8 votes to 2,with 

no abstentions. (For the text of this resolution, see Annex 4 to th~s 
report.) 

36., . The delegation ~f Senegal , supported by the delegation of Mali, 

submitted a draft resolution recommen~ing the establishment at Bamako 

of a sub-regional office, as an extension of the ECA Secretariat, in ··. 
which all matters relating to the network could be centralized. The 

representative of the Executive Secretary informed the Conference that 

ECA had decided to establish sub-regional offices to deal .with economic 

problems peculiar to some regions and that one of these might be establishe4 

in West .Africa • A1 though, del ega tiona were generally in favour of the 

draft resolution, they nevertheless considered that it should contain 

directives concerning the form, scope and activities of ~~ proposed body. 

37. The Ivory Coast delegation proposed an amendment detecting the 

reference to the location of the office . An amendment to that amendment 

specifying a location l'las defeated by 8 votes to ). The Ivory Coast 

amendment was adopted unanimously. (For the text of this resolution, 
see Annax 4 to this report). 
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B. POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FllTANCE FOR THE ROAD NETWORK 
IN THE .WEST-iFRICAN SUB- REGION 

(agenda item 5) 

38. At the meeting of the Finance Committee, the Resident Representa­

tive of UNTAB and the Spec~al Fund, Mr. Alexander Campbell, supplied 

detailed information on the various types and forma of technical assistance 

and on the United Nations agenci~s which provide investment capital. 

Several delegations expressed the opinion that in many oases the teohnioal 

assistance granted by the United Nations did not adequately meet the needs 

of ~e~ countries. 

39. The Conference considered that the principal need eo far as roads 

were concerned was capital rather than technical assistance in its nar­

rower sen~a, although it recognized how limited were the possibilities . . 
of obtaining the neoess~y funds. Hance many delegations tocktha view 

that, a.s regards the West African sub-regional network, ea.oh country 

should do its utmost to fin~ce the project out of national funds. 

Since, however, the latter might in many cases prove insufficient, the 

,Conference, raa.lizin~. the importance of securing international assistance 

a.t low rates of interest, unanimously adopted resolution 3 on this subject. 

{For the text, sea Annex 4 to this report). 

C. WEST .AFRICAN TRANSPORT CONFERENCE TO BE A PER!UNENT 
ORGANIZATION 

. 
40~ The delegates were satisfied with the positive results of the 

Conference and considered that their countries would benefit if there . 
were regular conferences on West African transport. A draft resolution 

to that affect, introduced by thb delegation of Liberia, was adopted 

unanimously. (For the text, see Jnnax 4 to this report). 

D. SUB-REGIONAL TRAFFIC CONTROL 

( agenda. item 6) 

41. The Conference agreed that all aspects of road traffic control and 

motor vehicle legislation mentioned in the documents prepared by the 

Secretariat should be studied with a. view to regional standardization. 
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It favoured concerted action in the product ion of a modern unifrom high­

way code, the adoption of uniform signs and signals, the licensing of 

motor vehicle drivers, the registration of motor vehicles and the adoption 

of unif~rm frontier formalities and facilities. It noted that some 

countries of the sub-region were already parties to the 1949 Convention 

on Road Traffic that the studies carried out by ECA on that Convention 

suggested that its acceptance by all countries would facilitate uni~ormity 

in road legislation and regulations in the sub-region, but that such 

general aoopetanoe would not of itself ensure complete uniformity. It 

was, however, felt that the Conference had not paid sufficient attention 

to the reoommondations of the ECA Secretariat. 

Tbe Conference therefore recommended that those States which were to 

participate in the African Public Works Conference should aak the : 

latter to suggest how the provisions of the Convention might be adapted 

to facilitate concerted action in regard to the road network of the West­

African sub-region. 

42 . It was pointed out that, while in most countries of the sub- region 

traffic keeps to the right, in some (Gambia., Sierra Leone, Ghana and 

Nigeria) it keeps to the left. ~e Conference realized that the cost of 

changing over would be extremely high both to the publio authorities and 

to the owners of public transport vehicles. The longer the introduction 

of st~dardization measures was delayed the greater would be the expense 

and difficulty for those countries which decided to obango. 

E. OTHER BUSINESS 

(agenda i tam 8 ) 

43. While realizing that the Conference had been convened to discuss 

matters relating to a sub-regional network of roads, representative thought 

that concerted action should ~e extended to othor transport techni~ues • 

. ' , 
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44. Some delegations stressed the supreme importance of river oom­

munioations in their countries, oiting the rivers Niger, Senegal, Volta 

and :Be~ue as particularly significant examples. It was suggested that, 

sinoe the international convention regulating traffic on the Niger dated 

back to the Berlin Conference of 1885, a meeting of riparian States 

should be convened to discuss possible revisions of the 1885 legal 

arrangements. It was emphasized that works included in the development 

programmes of many countries might affeot the plans of neighbouring 

countries. 

45. Certain delegations drew attention to the expenses involved in 

improving navigation, dams and bridges. They pointed out that in some 

cases very substantial and expensive pre-investment research had alrea4y 

bean carried out, although it had not yet reached the practical stage. 

Representatives of certain countries having relevant information expressed 

their willingness to put it at the disposal of ~CA for the continuation 

of such research. It was suggested that a request for action to that 

end should be submitted to the fourth session of the Economic Commission 

for Africa, to be held at Addis Ababa in February 1962. 

46. The vidaly rococniged neod fc~ concerted action in the field of aviatioft 

produced the suggestion that ECA should sponsor such action, while it was 

realized that many of the problema confronting governments in that field 

were not only technical but political in nature. 

The Conference agreed that this question should be referred to the 

fourth session of the Economic Commission for Africa. 

F. AlX>PTION OF TID REPORT AND CLOSING OF 'lliE SESSION 

47. At its fourth plenary meeting, held on 27 October 1961, the 

Conf~rence unanimously adopted the text of the present report. 

48. After the usual exchange of courtesies the Chairman declared this 

first session of the West African Transport Conference closed. 
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LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES AND OBSERVERS 
AT THE CONFERENCE 

· A. Members of ECA, West African Sub-region 

' Representative: M~ Luo-Georges Azola, ·Minister-Counsellor at the 
9ameroun Emba~sy, Monrovia 

.Q~'l!UL g'~_qM\_ REP~]J: C . 
Represen~~tive: M. Baboyo, Minister of Publio Works 

Repre sen ta ti ve: 

Alternate: 

))AJIOQX. 
J:tepresentative: 

li ternate: 

. . .. . . .. . . - . • • I /' 

GHAN.l 
Jiepresen~ative.: 

GUINEA 
··· · -·-llepresenta.tives: .. 

r 

IVORY CO.lST 
Representative: 

.U terna. te : 

• L 

·. 

M. Thomas Keiro, Minister of Publio Works and 
bomm\.mica tiona · . 

1>1. Marcel Duhou.x.., Director of Publio Works 
and Communic~tiohs 

Mr . Christophe da. Sil~a, District Chief of 
Public Works for South Dahomey, Directorate of 
Public WorkF ~ Transpor t and Tel ecommunications . \ 
Mr. Salomon Ahouand.ogbo, Chief, Sub-Division 
of Road and Technical Surveys, Public Works 
Research Di,~ion 

Mr. I.W. Benneh, M.P., Deputy Minister of 
Construo~ion a.nd COmmuni'cations "'· 

Mr. L. H. Coussey, Senior Road Transport 
Engineer 

Mr. Sall, Principal Private Secretary to 
l.linister o~ Public Works and Transport 

Mr. Kaba Noumouka, Chief, Motor Vehicle and 
Transport Control Department 

Mr. Balde Houcta.r, Chief, Highways Department 

. '. . ... .. 

Mr. Coulibaly Ita::;acicu,Principal Private Secretary 
to Minister of Public trorks and Transport · 

Mr. Kenan-Ferrand~ Chief' :Jngineer, Sub-Division 
of Public Works 

.... • .. . "' . , J 
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Mr. Abdoul .Maham Ba, Chief,· Road Transport 
Diviii'ion 

I • 

I.fr. Gueye Pierre Kader, Technical Assistant, 
~ . . Public Works 

SIERRJ. LEONE 
Representative: 
A1 ternate: 

SPAIN - RIO MUNI 

H.E. Y.D. Sisa.y, .Minister of Works 
Mr. E.J. Davies, Assistant 
Director of Public Works 

Representative: 1~. Camilo Pereira Soler, Sub-Director 
General, Road Service, Public Works Department 

UPPER VOLTA 
Representative: Mr. Romain ~obert, Director, Public Works 

B. §pecialized Agency 

International Civil Aviation Organizat ion ( IC~O) : 

Mr. D. J. Hitchcock, Civil Aviation Adviser, 
UNTAB, Monrovia, Liberia 

C. Other United Na tiona Bodies 

United Nations Technical Assistance Board and 
Special Fund: 

Mr. Alexander F. Campbell, Resident Representative 
of ~ and Director, Special Fund Programme in 
Liberia 

D. Non-governmental Organization 

International Road Federation: 
Mr. C. Brunner, Chairman of the Council, 
wndon Office 

Lt/Col. K. Boome, Chief Executive, 
London Office 

E. United Nations Secretariat 

Representative of the Executive Secretary of ECA. 
Mr. E. W. Mathu, Special Assistant to the 
Executive Secretary of ECA, .A.ddis J.baba 

Secretary of the Conference: 
Dr. N.G. Eb.rnrooth, Chief, Transport Section, 
ECA Secretariat, Addis .Ababa 
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· .. -.. LIST OF OOCUMilNTS & WORKING PAPERS . 

Symbol _. . _ r,-· . Title 
E/CN. l4/TRANS/WP. l United Nations Teohnioal Assi stanQe in 

the field of Road Transport 

E/CN.l4/TRANSjwP . ~ Development of the West-African Road 
Network 

E/CN. l4/TRANS/WP.3 ,Activities of EC~ in the field ot Inland 
Transj)ort (Road Tran1:!12_or tl 

E/CN. l4/TRANS,/WP.-4 Notes on Road Communications and Standards 
!., of Construction in Gambia 

E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP.5 Annotated Provisional Agenda 

and ~ Rev·. · 1 
.. ~ .. " It 

. 
Provisional List of Representatives and 
Observers at the Conference 

E/CN. l4/TnANS/WP. 7 Transportation Surveys: How they can­
Assist Economic and Social Progress 
(Statement by the International Road 

- · · Federation) 

E/CN.l4/~sjwP.8 .
1
?peech delivered by Mr . I . W. Benneh, 
Deputy Minister of Construction and Com­
munications in Ghana. 

E/CN.l4/TRANSjwP . lO 

B/CN. l4/TRANSjwP.ll 

$peach delivered by ~~ . D. Cols ton 
~el~on , - Acting Secretary of Public Wor ks 
and Utilities~ Monrovia_! Li beria 

Opening Address by Mr . Eliud W. Mathu , 
Representative of the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Africa 

Text of a Statement made by Mr . Alexander 
Campbell , Resident Representative, Uni t ed 
Nations Technical Assistance Board , 
Director of Speoial Fund Programmes in ··. 
Liberia_! at the opening of the Confer enae 

E/CN. l4/TRANsjwP. l2 Speech delivered by H.E. Y. D. Sisay 
_ . . . ~. Minis ter -0-f Works , Sierr a Leone -·-

E/CN. l4/TRANSjwP . l3 Speech delivered by H. E. J . Rudolph Grime~ 
Secretary of State ~ ReJ>ublic of Li beria 

E/CN.l4/T~S~ .i4 .Draft Requirements for a Highways 
Ordinance (submitted for information by 
Nigeria] 

E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP . l5 R~ad Legislation and Regulations 
(f.nformation s~lied ~Nigeria} 
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Symbol 

E/CN. l4/TRANSjwP.l6 

E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP.l7 : 

E/CN.l4/TRANSjwP.l8 : 

E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP.l9 

Title 

Agencies related to the United Nations 
which provide Investment Capital 

Report by .the Chairman of CommittQe 1 

Resolution 

Speech by Mr. Abdoul Maham BA, Chief, 
Transpqrt D~partment , Senegal 

I . 
t .. 

' r I . 
' I . 
r 

E/CN.l4/~s/WP~20 · ~pe~ch ~Y Mr . Oadidie Oumar, P;-~oipal I 
. Private Secretary, Ministry of Transpor . 
·M~i . 

E/CN.l4~/WP.21 :-··Spee~h delivered by H.E. Muhammadu 
. Inuwa .Wada, M. P ., 
Fed~ral Minister of Works, Nigeria 

E/CN.l4frRANsjwP.22 · Draft ~aport on the First West-Afrioaa 
. Transport Conference 
I 

E/CN.l4/~P.23 · Statement by the. Nigerian delegat ioa 

E/CN .14/114' 
E/CN.l4/TRANS/~ 

ii 

... ' . 
.:J 

E/CN.l4/115 .. 
E/CN.l4/TRANS/02 

Standard. Road Signs and Signals in 
: Wes~ .Africa 

. . 
· Manual ·of Road Signs , Signals and 

·. }.larkings 

· Possibilities of Standardizing Road 
;Motor Vehicle Legislation in West 
·Africa (Note by the Secretari at) 

. . ., 

E 

E. F 

E F 

F 

F 

E F 
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E/CN.l4/116 . 
t E/CN.l4/TRANS/03 

• Activities of ..L;CA.FE in the field of 
~ Inland -Tr"B..nsport and Communioa ti'on- - ··· · · · E .. · ... F 
: (Road Txa.nsport) .. : P •• 

• - . c 

E/CN.l4/120 . Report on the first West-African 
E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP. 24 ;Transport Conference 

i 
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. 
SUB-REGIORAL HIGHWAY NETWORK 

Dakar - Kaolak- Tamba.counda - Kay-es - Nioro - Didieni -

E/CN~14/147 
E/CN. 14/TRANSjwP.24 

• 
:Bamako - Segou - Bla - San - Mopti - Koni - Douo.ntza - Gao (Algeria). 

Bobo - Dioulasao - Ouagadougou - Dori - Niamey- - Doaeo - Maradi - · 

Takieta - Zinder - Matanye - Daoua - Kano - ICari - Potiakum -

Maidugari - Ft. Foureau - Fort Lamy - Mongo - Mangalme - Jmdem - · 

Abeche - Adre (Sudan) • 

Conakry - Mamou - Kankan 
. . 

Cona.k.ry: - Foreoe.riah - Freetown - Bo - Ken em a - Ka.i:lShum - Gbarnga. - · •· 

Ganta- Tappita- Toulepleu- N'zerekore - Baloa - Bouafle - Abidjan­

Aboisao - Dibi - Enchi - Takoradi - Accra: - Lome - Cotonou -

Porto-Novo - Lagos. 
'! 

Douala - Yaounde- AbonB'""Mbang - Bertoua - Garoua :Boula - Boue.r -

Bangui - :Bangasaou (Sudan) • 

Ge.roua - Lere - Pala- Moundou - Gore - Bemal . (Central African 

Republio). 
,'(·,·· - . 
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Ziguincbor - Ka.olak - Dakar - Thies - Louga- St. Louis -

Richard Toll - Rosso (Mauritania) 

Mamou - Labe - Tambacounda. 

:. 

Monrovia - Ganta - N1zerekore - Siguiri - Bamako - Didieni - Nioro -

(A!oun - el - Atrousa). 

Abidjan - Bouafle - Bouake - Ferkesaedougou -

<ikasso - Bougouni - Bamako. · 
Ouangolod0U80 

anfora - Bobo - Dioulasso - Bla. 

.. . 

: . 

Accra - Kumasi - Tamale - Navrongo - Paga- Pe - Ouagadoiigou. . ' - . ' . 
:. t ~ :. 

(Lome - Atakpame ~ Sokode) Dapangn - Bittou ~ Koupela. 
: ~-: : ... 

. . . . . -··.• 

(Cotonou) - Save - Tcbaourou- Natitingou- Fad& N'Gour.ma • Ouagadougou. 

Cotonou - · Tcbao~u- Parakou - ·Kandi- Dosso. 

Lagos - Ibadan - Ilorin - Kontagora- Kaduna- Zaria- Kano -

Daoua- T~ieta- Zind.er - 'Jianout - .lgadez. 

(Bangui) - Moundou - Doba- Ft. Arobambaul t - Kelfi - Mongo. 

• • • • • 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution i 

~e West-African Transport Confe~ence 

E/CN.l4/147 
E/CN.l4/TRANS/WP~24 
Annex 4 · 

Recommends that the ~conomic Commission for Africa should, as soon as 

possible, convene a seminar of Chiefs of Highways Divisions, the 

agenda for such a seminar to be aa outlined in the report of the 

Confe·rence; .( 

~preoses the hope that t~e holding of a seminar of this type will be 

the first step towards continuing activity in the same field. 

Resolution 2 . . . ,_ 

'!he We-st-Africa..>'l. Tre.nsp-ort Conference i • .... ::::... _ 

Recommend~; as ~~ extensio~ of the ECA Secretariat's activities, the 

est~blighment of a S~b-Regianal OffJrce of the Eoanomio Commission 

· "for · A:fr~ca, tb'e duti£o c:: such an Office to include the se.:t.ting-up of' 

(a) a :-oad ·"ochnology :-asoarch committee; and 

(b) a co-ordinating committee which would be responsible in 

particnlar for suggesting to ECA, whenever the noed arises, 

t~9 conve•1::.ng of sem~..nars of officials responsible for road 

tec~nology in the West-African countries. 

Resolution 3_ 
The West-lct'rioa.n :L'rans;port Conference, 

Considering -~he very limited resources of the participating countries, 

as compared with the i~portance of installing a sub-regional network; 

Reco~z~. that the assist~ce hitherto granted by the United Nations 

has been rastrict9d to types of technical assistance often considered 

;~adequate by c9r.tain States and, furthermore, that it has not proved 

possible tll.r:)ug~ the tbi ted Ua tions to obtain the funds required for 

the clu'r(\lop-cnt o:: their road network; 

Realiz:!.t}g, -~h3 urgent need for th(jse States to install a road network 

which would fu=ther iheir economic development plans; 
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• '1 

Requests the Executive S~cretary of the Eoonomio Commission for Africa: 

(l ) to take all possible steps with the United Nations to ensure 

that the type of assistance afforded to the West-African States 

. ·,} i.s ® ~evi~ed as to be consistent with the real needs of these 

. '· States; · 

(2) to use his good offices with international and national 

financing organizations to ensure that those African ooun+-ries 

:~ which ~eque~t such assistance are granted long-term, low­

interest loans with no conditions attached. 

Resolution 4 

Whereas it now becomes necessary to ensure the continuing aotivit.y of 

i: the_ W:eat-Africa.n Transport Conference, 

_, :>J .• ••• 'l'his· fir~t session of that Conf.erenoe 

i· · J!!feby ·resolves that the Conference is ooneti tuted as a permanent body. 

.;.,_; !· ..... 

'!: .I ) t ,. "'. -..::.: ... 
. . . .. .. ~. 
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