
ECA - CEA

Economic Commission for Africa

Commission 6conomique pour t'Afrique

ECA/RCID/2/1997

5 March 1997

65TH OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

TRIPOLI, LIBYA

24-28 FEBRUARY 1997

REPORT OF MISSION

ROBERT M. OKELLO

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

REGIONAL COOPERATION AND

INTEGRATION DIVISION



ECA/RCID/2/1997

MISSION REPORT

Staff Member: Robert M. Okello

Division: Regional Cooperation and Integration

Lieu: Tripoli, Libya

Date: 24-28 February 1997

Purpose: To participate in the Sixty-fifth Ordinary Session of the

OAU Council of Ministers



ECA/RCID/2/1997

65TH ORDINARY SESSION OF OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Tripoli, Libya, 24-28 February 1997

1. Introduction

1. The 65th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African

Unity was held in Tripoli, Libya from 26-28 February 1997. The meeting of Ministers was

preceded by a two day meeting of the Committee of Ambassadors and other

Plenipotentiaries, which may be considered the technical preparatory meeting, on 24-25

February 1997. A total of 49 countries participated in the session, with 44 delegations led

by either a minister or deputy minister.

2. ECA, along with other UN agencies, participated in the meetings as an observer. In

all, there were 30 UN and other international organizations.

3. The meeting, which may be considered as inter-sessional to the Summits of the Heads

of State and Government normally addresses mainly financial and administrative matters and

is held at headquarters. Political, social and economic matters would then be covered during

the session preparatory to the Summit. However, the 65th Session was held in Tripoli and

covered all aspects of OAU activities: financial and administrative matters; political matters;

economic matters; education, science, culture and social affairs; Afro-Arab Cooperation; and

legal matters.

2. Outcome of the meeting

4. The meeting was dominated by political issues, especially the problems in the Great

lakes region. In this regard, a summit of the Central Organ for Conflict of the OAU will

be held in Lome, Togo before the June Summit of Heads of State and Government of the

OAU. Other conflict issues were also discussed, namely, Burundi, Liberia, Sierra Leone,

Somalia and Angola.
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5. The meeting also considered the dispute between Libya and the USA, Britain and

France on the bombings of planes over Scotland and Tchad. A declaration was adopted

proposing a Peace Plan for settling the dispute and lifting of the UN embargo on flights into

Libya.

6. On economic issues, the meeting reviewed the reports on the first meeting of

ECOSOC, the first Ministerial Conference of WTO, the All African Trade Fair, the World

Food Summit, as well as the Mid-Term review of UN-NADAF.

7. The ministers then took several decisions and made recommendations for the

implementation of those decisions. The decisions with some impact on ECA's activities are

summarized in the following section.

8. The report of the Session will be prepared by the OAU Secretariat. However, the

draft decisions, conclusions and recommendations are annexed to this report to provide a

complete picture of those decisions with implications on ECA.

3. Decisions with implications on E

9. Decision IV (5)(g) "...on the situation of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced

Persons in Africa": Also calls upon the International Community to provide assistance to

countries of origin for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the social and economic

infrastructure services, especially in the areas of return. At the same time, continue to

support countries of asylum financially and materially to enable them fulfil their

responsibilities towards refugees and also ensure that the environment of those countries are

preserved.

10. Implications: The ECA Task Force on Reconstruction and Rehabilitation on Post-

Conflict Recovery in African Countries should review the Report of the OAU Commission

of Twenty on this (Doc. CM/1985 (LXV) Rev.l).
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11. Decision IV (6)(d) "... on the Preparation of the African First Ladies' Summit on

Peace": Requests the Secretary-General of the OAU and Executive Secretary of the ECA

to provide symbolic financial, as well as technical, political and diplomatic support towards

the holding of the Ladies' Summit and to cooperate with the Nigerian Authorities in the

preparations for the convening of the said Summit;

12. Implications: The idea to organize a meeting of African President's wife originated at

the Beijing Summit. In particular, the First Ladies Summit seeks to define their role in

peace-making in Africa. The meeting is scheduled to take place from 28-30 April 1997 in

Abuja, at the invitation of the First Lady of Nigeria. This coincides with TEPCOW but

arrangements can be made for ECA to be represented at this politically sensitive event.

13. Decision V (1) "... on the First Ministerial Session of the Economic and Social

Commission of the OAU/AEC": (d) endorses the Work Programme of ECOSOC; and (i)

Welcomes of the decision by the Member States of IGAD adopted at the Fifteenth Session

of its Council of Ministers that the latter has been designated as the REC of the region to

interact as a building block with the AEC Secretariat in the context of the Abuja Treaty;

14. Implications: The indicative work programme of ECOSOC as approved by the

ECOSOC meeting (Abidjan, November 1996), is to be implemented by OAU in cooperation

with ECA and ADB as members of the Joint Secretariat (attached).

15. The designation of IGAD as the coordinating REC for Eastern Africa may cause some

complications in our relations with COMESA.
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16. Decision V (2) "... on the First Ministerial Conference of the World Trade

Organization (WTO)": Approves the organization, in close cooperation with ECA and

ADB and other appropriate bodies such as UNCTAD, UNDP, ITC of two follow-up

meetings during the 1997 - 1998 Financial Year to monitor the implementation of the

outcome of Singapore, especially on the New Issues on Investment and Trade Competition,

and Government Procurement and to articulate Africa's concerns regarding such issues;

17. Implications: This Ministerial Conference is the decision making body of WTO and

OAU has assumed the mandate to organize African countries in formulating an African

common position for the last meeting in Singapore (1996) and subsequent meetings; the next

one is planned in 1988. OAU plans to organize two follow-up meetings of Ministers before

the 1998 WTO Ministerial Conference. While the tendency has been for OAU to go it alone

on this issue, it would be to the benefit of Africa if ECA also contributed to this effort as

indeed specified under item 14 -Impact of WTO - of the indicative work programme of

ECOSOC. ECA must accordingly prepare all the necessary background documents and

coordinate closely with OAU on this issue. It should be noted that the involvement of ECA

and ADB was added at the insistence of some Member States; OAU had not referred to the

Joint Secretariat in its original submissions to the Council.

18. Decision V (3) "... on the 7th All Africa Trade Fair": This will take place in Kaduna,

Nigeria from 29 March - 4 April 1997. Among the activities envisioned for the Fair is

organization of an Investment Forum. OAU has made contacts with IFC, MIGA and the

Corporate Council on Africa (CCA) in Washington, D.C. and plans to involve UNIDO and

UNCTAD as well. Perhaps the outcome of the Investment Forum organized by ECA in

Accra (1996) would be useful to the organizers of the above forum.

19. Decision VII on Afro-Arab Cooperation: Preparations are well advanced for the

Second Afro-Arab Business Week (Nouakchott, originally scheduled for 15-22 March, now
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postponed to June 1997) the Third Afro-Arab Trade Fair (Sharjah, 6-12 December 1997).

Spearheaded by OAU and the League of Arab States, these activities are supported by

UNCTAD, ITC, WTO and UNESCO. It is to be recalled that ECA actively participated in

the Second Afro-Arab Trade Fair (Tunis 1993) and acquired a stall in the UN Pavilion where

it exhibited many publications.

4. Follow-up

20. The next meeting of the Council will be held in Harare, Zimbabwe just prior to the

Summit of Heads of State and Government in May-June 1997. The Executive Secretary of

ECA will be expected to participate in the Council Meeting. ECA could therefore take this

opportunity to express its position vis-a-vis the functioning of the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB

Secretariat in the implementation of the Abuja Treaty establishing the AEC. The decisions

of the ECA Conference of Ministers regarding the MULPOC/SRDC and the rationalization

of regional institutions may also effectively be conveyed to the Summit through the Council.
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Sixty-Fifth Ordinary Session

24 - 28 February, 1997

Tripoli, Libya

CM/DRAFT/DEC. (LXV) REV.1

DRAFT DECISIONS. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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(b) Urges the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee to

examine ways and means of improving the Administrative and

financial management of the Organization including the setting up

of an Ad-hoc Committee of financial experts from Member States

to make recommendations on the improvement of financial,

management systems and procedures of the Organization;

HI. 2. Consideration of the Financial Report on

1995/96 Financial Year Doc. CM/1975 (LXV)

Council:

(a) Takes note of the report;

(b) Notes the steady improvement in the financial position of the

Organization over the last two years as a result of efforts

deployed by some Member States to clear their outstanding

arrears;

(c) Urges all Member States concerned to keep up their efforts

intended to clear their outstanding financial obligations due to the

Organization.

HI. 3. Consideration of the Report of the Board of External Auditors

on the Accounts of the General Secretariat for the 1995/96

Financial Year and Comments of the General Secretariat

mnC.CM/1976(LXV))

(a) Takes note of the report;

(b) Approves all the recommendations of the Board as endorsed by the

Sixty-Fifth Ordinary Session of the Advisory Committee and Requests

the Secretary-General to take diligent measures for their early

implementation;
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(c) Commends the excellent work of the Board of External Auditors carried

out on behalf of Member States and Requests the Board to continue to

design ways and means for the steady improvement of the

administrative and financial management of the Organization.

HI- 4. Statement of Contributions to the OAU Regular Budget

as at 15 January, 1997 - (Doc.CM/1974 ((LXV)

Council:

a) Takes note of the report;

b) Commends Member States which are up-to-date in the payment of their

contributions to the Regular Budget of the Organization;

c) Urges all Member States with outstanding arrears of contributions to

make the necessary arrangements to settle their dues, bearing in mind

that payment of the assessed contribution is an obligation for each

Member State;

d) Requests the General Secretariat to continue to send, on quarterly basis,

reminders to those Member States in arrears, providing detailed

statement of their respective outstanding contributions due to the

Organization.

Ill- 5. Report of the 7th Meeting of the Committee

on Contribution - Doc. CM/1977 (LXV)

Council:

a) Takes note of the report and endorsed all the recommendations as

contained in paragraph 25 of Doc. CM/1977 (LXV);
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b> Commends those Member States that are up-to-date in fulfilling their

financial obligations to the Organization;

c) Urges those Member States that have not yet paid up their arrears of

contribution to urgently do so in full, or on the basis of rescheduling

plans to be worked out in consultation with the General Secretariat;

d) Requests the Committee on Contributions to review on regular basis the

implementation of the rescheduling plan submitted by each Member

State in order to ensure that such plans are strictly adhered to and are

not used to evade sanctions;

e> Recommends that any rescheduling plan should assist the Member State

to clear its arrears within a period of 5 years maximum, starting from the

agreed date of rescheduling approved by Council.

HI 6. Process Report of the Committee of Fourteen on the

Reform of the QAU - (Doc.CM/1978 (LXV))

Council takes note of the progress report made by the Ad-hoc Committee

in the restructuring exercise and urges it to pursue this exercise in order to submit a

comprehensive report to the next session of the Council.

III. 7. Report of th» Evaluation nf tha Work of the

Committee of Ambassadors and Other

■ (Urns CM/1979 (LXV))

Council takes note of the Report on the evaluation of the work of the

Committee of Ambassadors and Other Plenipotentiaries and requests this Committee

to meet in Addis Ababa as soon as possible in order to prepare and submit to Council

at its next Session appropriate recommendations for the improvement of the

functioning of the Council meetings.
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IV.
oni mrAL MATTERS

IV, of the Snrrr*"Y-fi'MM"«l on
Situates in Africa

The Council of Ministers decides as follows:

(I)

,„,

(m

{M

(v)

Expresses grave concern over the continuing deterioration of the
security situation in the Great Lakes Region, and « particular the

armed conflict in eastern Zaire;

Calls for the immediate cessation of armed hostilities and the

withdrawal of all foreign forces, including mercenar.es, from the
territory of Zaire. In this regard it urges all States neighbouring

Zaire as well as states outside the region to desist from gettmg

involved in the conflict presently taking place in eastern Za.re:

Reaffirm, its commitment the unity and territorial integrity of Zaire

as well as its firm adherence to the principle of the .nv,olab,.rty^o

the frontiers inherited from colonialism, as contained m the OAU

Charter and the Cairo Declaration of 1964;

Caii, on all the parties concerned to cooperate fully with, *.
Special Representative of the Secretaries General of the, Umted

Nations and the Organization of African Unity, and with he UN
High Commissioner for Refugees to ensure the safe and voluntary

repatriation from Zaire of the remaining Rwandese refugees;

Reiterates Hs support for the ongoing peace efforts and the
objectives of the leaders of the Great Lake. Reg.on and those
others in Africa associated with it. It also expresses rt. support

for the mission of the Special Representative of the Secretar.es
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General of the UN and the OAU, Ambassador Mohammed

Sahnoun and his peace plan for the region;

(vi) Expresses its support for the convening of an International

Conference on Peace, Stability and Development of the Great

Lakes Region, under the auspices of the OAU and UN as well as

the convening of an Extraordinary Summit of Heads of State and

Government of Member States of the OAU Central Organ on the

situation in the Great Lakes Region.

During the consideration of this item the delegation of Zaire made the

following proposals which the Drafting Committee decided to submit to

Council for consideration:

"Kindly organize paragraph IV. 1 (a) as follows and add the following

paragraphs: (IV. 1 (a) The Crisis in the Great Lakes Region

(i)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Calls on the Security Council to take all the necessary measures to

compensate Zaire for the considerable damages and destruction suffered

the countries of asylum as a result of the massive and unprecedented

presence of Rwandan refugees on their territories.

(b) Zaire

(ii)

(iii)

take the necessary measures to oversee the withdrawal and

disarmament of foreign troops including mercenaries and the

militia;
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charge the UN Secretary-General in cooperation with the OAU

Secretary-General to deploy international observers along Zaire's

common borders with Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda after the

withdrawal of the foreign troops.

Sub-paragraphs:

(iv to be deleted

(v> to be rejected

IV. 1. (b) Burundi, (Doc. CM/1980 (LXV) fb)

(i) Commends the leaders of the countries of the Great Lakes Region

and the facilitator of the peace process, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere,

for their untiring efforts to bring about a peaceful and negotiated

settlement to the conflict in that country;

(ii) Encourages all the parties to the conflict to work towards ending

the cycle of violence and unacceptable killings of innocent people

including refugees, especially women, children and the elderly.

(iii) Appeals to the countries of the region which imposed sanctions

in Burundi to carry out an objective evaluation of the situation

prevailing in the country as the result of implementation of the

sanctions and to review these sanctions in the light of progress in

the peace process;

(iv) Appeals to the International Community to continue to provide

relief assistance to Burundi, in order to facilitate the socio-

economic development and reconstruction of that country.
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IV. 1. (c) Liberia. IDoc.CM/1980 (LXV) (c)

(I) Commends H.E. General Sani Abacha, Head of State,

Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the

Current Chairman of the Economic Community of West African

States (ECOWAS) and the leaders of the countries of the sub-

region for their untiring efforts to bring peace to Liberia especially

through the faithful and timely implementation of the Revised

Schedule of Implementation of the Abuja Peace Agreement of

August 1996;

(ii) Welcomes the selection of H.E. Madam Ruth Sando Perry as

Chairman of the reconstituted Council of State of Liberia thus

contributing greatly to the renewal of confidence in the peace

process;

(Hi) Endorsesthe supplement to the Abuja Agreement and the Revised

schedule of implementation relating thereto signed by the parties

to the Liberian conflict in Abuja, Nigeria, in August 1996 and

Welcomes the dissolution of all warring factions in Liberia as well

as the completion of the voluntary phased disarmament in

conformity with the said schedule of implementation and Urges all

Liberians to move speedily towards reconciliation and the creation

of a viable political and democratic order in their country;

(iv) Welcomes and Supports the ECOWAS decisions of ECOWAS to

restructure the Elections Commission, the Supreme Court and the

security institutions of Liberia as well as the electoral pattern to

be followed in the holding of democratic elections in Liberia;

(v) Commends the Force Commander Major General Victor S. Malu

and the ECOMOG High Command for their competence and

professionalism which has engendered the requisite confidence

among the parties in the peace process for Liberia
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(vi) Urges the International Community, particularly the UNHCR to

undertake and complete urgently the repatriation of Liberian

refugees from their respective countries of asylum to enable their

participation in the election process;

(vii) Appeals to the International Community, especially the donor

countries and International Organizations to provide increased

financial and material assistance to ECOMOG and the troop

contributing countries and to all parties concerned including Liberia

to enable them complete, on the one hand, the remaining tasks of

the repatriation rehabilitation and resettlement programmes and to

carry out the reconstruction of the country and to consolidate

peace on the other hand.

(V.I.(d) Siarra Leone (Doc. CM/1980 (LXV) (d)

(i) Congratulate the Government of Sierra Leone and the

Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone on having signed the

Peace Agreement; and encouraged both parties to work towards

its smooth and full implementation;

(ii) Commends the Moral Guarantors, namely the Cote d'lvoire, the

OAU, the UN, the Commonwealth and the International

Community as a whole for their efforts and Encourages them to

continue to play their respective roles in ensuring the effective

implementation of the Peace Agreement signed on 30 November,

1996;

(iii) Appeals to the International Community to provide massive relief

aid for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Sierra Leone as well

as economic assistance for the consolidation of peace in the

country.
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IV.I.(e) Somalia - Doc, HM/1980 ILXV) (e)

(i) Welcomes the Sodere Agreement of January 1997 and the

creation, thereby, of a National Salvation Council, as an

encouraging sign of movement towards peace and national

reconciliation;

<ii) Strongly Urges the Somali parties that did not participate in the

Sodere Meeting to join the peace process in order to bring about

an all inclusive political settlement of the conflict in their country;

(iii) Commends H.E. Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia and his

Government for the untiring efforts to bring peace to Somalia,

especially through the convening of the Sodere Conference and

also expresses appreciation for the important efforts undertaken

by the leaders of the region, particularly those of H.E. President

Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya in bringing together the three major

Somali leaders for consultation in Nairobi, in October 1996.

(iv) Reaffirms OAU's determination to continue to provide all round

assistance in the search for a negotiated, sustainable and

permanent settlement of the conflict in Somalia;

(v) Calls Upon the UN and the other Inter-Governmental

Organizations, including the Arab League and the Organization for

the Islamic Conference, to closely coordinate their efforts with the

OAU and IGAD in the search for a solution to the conflict in

Somalia;

(vi) Appeals to the International Community to provide the necessary

assistance for the relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction of

Somalia, especially in areas where peace as well as local

administrations have been established, as a means to underpin the

efforts of the Somali people themselves to bring the conflict to an

end;
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{viil Expresses further grave concern over the piracy of fish in the

territorial waters of Somalia, as well as the continued illegal

dumping of nuclear and industrial wastes in that country, in

contravention of international law and appealed to the

International Community to take urgent steps to prevent these

practices.

IV.I.ff) Angola. Doc, CM/1980 ILXV) (f)

(i) Expresses concern over the delay in the implementation of the

Lusaka Protocol of 15 November, 1994, which remains the only

viable framework for peace, security and stability in Angola.

00 Encourages the Government of Angola and UNITA to move

without further delay to form a Government of National Unity.

(Hi) Expresses appreciation to all the Leaders of the Southern African

Development Community (SADC) and the United Nations for their

efforts aimed at ensuring that the Angola Peace process remains

on course.

(iv) Appeals to the International Community to continue to provide

the necessary humanitarian assistance to the displaced persons

and to provide the adequate assistance and support to the

Government of Angola to enable it resettle and rehabilitate the

demobilized fighters and their families.

IV. 2. Report of the Secretary-General on the Status

of the OAU Peace Fund - (Doc.CM/1981 (LXVtt

Council:

(i) Recalls the decision of the Heads of State and Government,at

their Twenty-ninth Ordinary Session, in June 1993, in Cairo, to

establish a Special Fund to support exclusively the OAU
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operational activities relating to conflict management and

resolution so as to provide on a regular and continuous basis for

the operation of the Mechanism for conflict prevention

management and resolution;

(ii) Urges that more resources and emphasis should be placed on

preventive activities of the mechanism instead of its current pre

occupation with conflict management and resolution;

(iii) Expresses its profound appreciation to those OAU Member States

as well as donors outside the Continent that have made voluntary

and generous contributions to the OAU Peace Fund.

(iv) Appeals to all Member States and donors within and outside the

Continent to continue to provide financial assistance to the Peace

Fund in order to sustain the activities of the Mechanism for

Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution.

IV. 3. Report of the Secretary-General on the

Question of Palestine - (Doc.CM/1983 (LXVH

Council:

(a) Reaffirms its support for the Palestinian people, under the

leadership of the PLO, in their struggle to exercise their inalienable

national rights, including the rights to return, self-determination

and the establishment of an independent State, in accordance

with international principles and resolutions and international

legality;

(b) Expresses grace concern at and condemnation of the Israeli

Government's violations of the principles of peace and peaceful

co-existence and its contempt for the fundamental principles of

the peace process and Urges Israel to immediately halt its

confiscation of Palestinian territory and the construction of new
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settlements especially in Jerusalem and in its environs as these

are a violation of Security Council Resolutions 242, 465, 478 and

could lead to the collapse of the peace process.

(c) Welcomes the Hebron Agreement and decides to continue to

support the peace process and to encourage the parties to live up

to commitments entered into through mutual trust and confidence;

(d) Calls upon the international community to provide the Palestinian

National Authority with the necessary assistance so as to

undergird the peace process.

IV. 4. Report of the Secretary-General on the Situation

in the Middle East - (Doc.CM/1984 (LXV))

Council:

(a) Reaffirms its appeal to Israel to withdraw from all Palestinian and

Arab territories, including East Jerusalem, the Syrian Golan

Heights and Southern Lebanon;

(b) Expresses its support for the Arab countries and Israel to establish

a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

(cj Strongly Urges the United Nations and the International

Community to ensure Israel's full compliance with the relevant

resolutions of the United Nations and the International Atomic

Agency on the use of its nuclear installations for peaceful means

and to persuade that country to open those installations for

international supervision and to submit to the Security Council and

the International Atomic Agency a comprehensive report on its

stockpiles of nuclear weapons;
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(d) Draws the attention of the Security Council and the International

Atomic Energy Agency to the potential risks of radiation from the

Israeli Deymon and other nuclear reactors in the absence of any

international supervision of the Israeli nuclear programme and as

a result of Israel's refusal to adhere to the Convention on the Non-

Nuclear proliferation;

(e) Reaffirms its support for the proposal of H.E. Mohamed Hosni

Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt on declaring the

Middle East a zone free from nuclear weapons and all weapons of

mass destruction;

(f) Urges all States of the region that are not yet party to the NPT not

to develop, produce, test or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons,

to renounce possession of nuclear weapons and to accede to the

treaty; and to place their nuclear facilities under IAEA safeguards.

IV. 5. Report of the OAU Commission of Twenty on the

Situation of Refugees. Returnees and Displaced

Parsons in Africa - (Doc. CM/1985 (LXV1 Rev.1)

Council:

(a) Urges Member States to seriously address the root causes of the

problem of refugees and displaced persons and create conducive

conditions in areas of peace and stability for the voluntary

repatriation of refugees and the return of displaced persons to

their places of habitual residence in conditions of safety and

dignity;

(b) Requests the OAU Commission of Twenty together with the OAU

Secretary-General to keep monitoring closely the peace initiatives

that are being undertaken by various OAU Member States;
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(c) Also requests the OAU Commission of Twenty to seriously

continue addressing the issues on the problem of refugees and

displaced persons in practical terms by involving itself more on the

field so as to present the true picture of refugees and displaced

persons;

(d) Requests further the Commission and the OAU Secretariat to be

closely involved in the programme of mass voluntary repatriation,

resettlement and rehabilitation of returnees in the countries

concerned;

(e) Decides that the already approved mission of the Commission of

Twenty on Refugees to the Great Lakes Region to be undertaken

as soon as possible;

(f) Calls upon the OAU, UNHCR and ICRC to ensure, proper

coordination of various players involved in assisting refugees and

displaced persons in order to maximize proper utilization of such

assistance and avoid duplication; and

(g) Also calls upon the International Community to provide assistance

to countries of origin for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of

the social and economic infrastructure services, especially in the

areas of return. At the same time, continue to support countries

of asylum financially and materially to enable them fulfill their

responsibilities towards refugees and also ensure that the

environment of those countries are preserved.

IV. 6. Ptootmm Report on the Pranamtion of the African

First Ladies Summit on ftwea - (Doc.CM/INFO (I) (LXV)

Council:

(a) Takes note of the informal Report on the First Ladies First Summit

on Peace;
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(b) Welcomes and supports the noble initiative of Africa's First Ladies

to convene the Summit on Peace;

(c) Congratulates the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

for having offered to host the African First Ladies Summit in

Abuja;

(d) Requests the Secretary-General of the OAU and Executive

Secretary of the ECA to provide symbolic financial, as well as

technical, political and diplomatic support towards the holding of

the Ladies' Summit and to cooperate with the Nigerian Authorities

in the preparations for the convening of the said Summit;

(e) Appeals to Member States to participate effectively in the First

Ladies' Summit.

V. ECONOMIC MATTERS

V. 1. Report of the Secretary-General on the First

Ministerial Session of the Economic and Social

Commission of the OAU/AEC - (Doc. CM/1986 (LXV))

Council:

(a) Takes note of the report of the First Ministerial meeting of

ECOSOC;

(b) Takes note of the Rules of Procedure of ECOSOC;

(c) Endorses the Protocol on Relations between the AEC and RECs;

(d) Endorses the Work Programme of ECOSOC (1997-2000);

(e) Recommends to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government,

at its 33rd Ordinary Session in June 1997 in Harare, Zimbabwe

to:
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(t) bring the existence of the Permanent Steering Committee

to an end;

(ii) transform itself for the purpose of the Treaty into the

Assembly of the African Economic Community as provided

for in Article 8 of the Treaty, when considering items

related to economic issues;

(Hi) authorizes the Secretary-General to sign the Protocol on

relations between the AEC and the RECs on behalf of all

Member States;

(f) Decides to transform itself at its 66th Ordinary Session in May

1997 in Harare, Zimbabwe into the Council of Ministers of the

AEC, under Article 11 of the Treaty, for the purpose of preparing

for the Assembly of the AEC in (e) (ii) above;

(g) Appeals to Member States, which have not yet done so, to sign

and/or ratify the AEC Treaty; and

(h) Appeals to all Member States to ensure that at the level of their

respective regional economic communities, issues of African

continental integration in terms of the implementation of the AEC

Treaty and the Protocol on Relations between the AEC and RECs,

be taken up as a permanent item on the Agenda.

(i) Welcomes of the decision by the Member States of IGAD adopted

at the Fifteenth Session of its Council of Ministers that the latter

has been designated as the REC of the region to interact as a

building block, with the AEC Secretariat in the context of the

Abuja Treaty;

(J) Urges the Member States of Regional Economic Communities of

the Continent which have not yet done so to identify, each

Regional Economic Community that would serve as the pillar for
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the implementation of the AEC Treaty and directs that existing

RECs so designated by their Member States should be invited to

participate in the activities of the AEC.

V. 2. Report of the First Ministerial Conference of the

World Trade Organization 1WTO) - (Doc.CM/1987 (LXVH

Council:

(a) Takes note of the Report stated above;

(b) Approves the organization, in close cooperation with ECA and

ADB and other appropriate bodies such as UNCTAD, UNDP, ITC

of two follow-up meetings during the 1997 -1998 Financial Year

to monitor the implementation of the outcome of Singapore,

especially on the New Issues on Investment and Trade

Competition, and Government Procurement and to articulate

Africa's concerns regarding such issues,

(c) Further approves the Organization of a meeting at Ministerial level

to prepare for next WTO Ministerial Conference of 1998;

(d) Requests the Secretary-General to follow-up with all relevant

Groups; the African Group in Geneva; the General Council of the

World Trade Organization, as well as the Director General of the

WTO, to speedily resolve the outstanding question of the

permanent Observership of the OAU/AEC in the policy organs of

the WTO;

(e) Requests the Secretary General of OAU/AEC Secretariat within

the framework of existing OAU/AEC mechanisms, to provide

technical assistance to Afrtoan Regional Economic Communities

and to Member States, in particular those preparing to accede to

the Uruguay Round Agreements and to become Member States of

WTO; in this context the close collaboration of UNCTAD should

be obtained;
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(f) Urges the General Secretariat of the OAU and the African Group

in Geneva to negotiate further with a view to securing binding

commitments on the non-binding agreement made by the

Singapore Ministerial Conference of the WTO with regard to the

exports of LDCs into industrialized countries on a zero tariff basis.

V. 3. Progress Report of the Secretary-General on the

Seventh AH African Trade Fair - (Doc.CM/1988 ILXVtt

Council:

(a) Takes note of the Report on the preparations for the Seventh All-

Africa Trade Fair;

(b) Urges all collaborating agencies to assist the OAU General

Secretariat in discharging its responsibilities in respect of the Fair;

(c> Expresses appreciation to the Government of the Federal Republic

of Nigeria for offering to host the 7th All-Africa Trade Fair in

Kaduna, Nigeria from 29 March to 6 April 1997;

(d) Urges ail Member States to and actively participate in the Fair in

large numbers in particular to take full advantage of the Tourism

and investment components of the Fair.

V. 4. Report of the Secretary-General on the World

Food Summit - (Doc.CM/1989 JLXVH

Council:

(a) Recalls that in keeping with Resolution AHG/Res.248 (XXXII) the

African Common Position on Food Security, as adopted by the

32nd Assembly of Heads of State and Government, was

submitted to the World Food Summit in Rome;
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(b) Notes the adoption, by the World Food Summit of the Rome

Declaration on World Food Security and World Summit Plan of

Action;

(c) Urges Member States to give top priority to achieving food

security for their populations and to implement the relevant parts

of Rome Declaration and Plan of Action;

(d) Endorses the decision by the Joint Secretariat at its meeting of 4

to 5 June 1997 in Addis Ababa to set up a Working Group

composed of representative of the OAU/ADB/ECA/FAO and the

African Group in Rome to:

(i) assist Member States in the implementation of Rome

Declaration and Plan of Action;

(ii) follow-up and monitor the implementation of Rome

Declaration and Plan of Action;

(Hi) report to Council periodically.

5. Report of the Secretary-General on the Special

Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine

in Africa - (Doc.CM/1990 (LXVU

Council:

(a) Calls on the Member States that benefitted from the Fund to

furnish the Secretariat as a matter of urgency, with their reports

on the implementation of projects financed from the Fund and for

the Secretariat to undertake the timely evaluation of these

projects in order to give the Fund more credibility in the

management of its financial resources and enhance its image as

an instrument of solidarity;
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(b) Reaffirms the convening of a special pledging conference on the

occasion of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government

scheduled to be held in Harare in June 1997;

(c) Recommends to the policy committee of the Fund, inter-alia, to

study the ways and means of coordinating the activities of the

Fund with those of the Secretariat of the International Convention

on the Desertification Control;

(d) Approves the recommendations of the Fourth Extraordinary

Session of the Policy Committee of the Fund.

V. 6. Report of the Secretary-General on the Mid-Term

Review of the United Nations New Agenda for

Development fllN-NADAF) Doc- CM/1991 (LXVH

Council:

(a) Takes note of the report.

(b) Urges members to intensify their efforts to carry out the

commitments they made in the UN-NADAF as well as under the

Cairo Agenda for Action adopted by the 3lst Session of the

Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU. It

further urged Member States to consolidate this political social

and economic reforms in conformity with their commitments to

implement the strategies and policies identified by the mid-term

review of UN-NADAF.

(c) Urges the donor community and the international financial

institutions to ensure that their commitments with respect to the

provision to African countries of financial resources and technical

resources identified in UN-NADAF are met and to contribute to

finding a lasting solution to Africa's external debt problem.
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VI. EDUCATION. SCIENCE. CULTURE AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

VI. 1. Report of the Secretary-General on the State of

Research and Development on the issue of Food

Security - (Doc.CM/1992 (LXV) Rav.1

Council:

(a) Recognizes the need to undertake and coordinate Research and

Development on Agriculture and Food Security in Africa, in order

to obtain maximum benefit from existing Research Institutions;

(b) Decides that the issue of modalities and Coordinating Mechanism

within the Scientific and Research Commission be referred to the

OAU Committee of 14 on Structural Reform and the ECOSOC for

consideration.

VI. 2. Report of the Secretary-General on the Eighth Congress

of the Pan-African Youth Movement (PYM1 - (Doc.CM/1993

(LXV))

Council:

(a) Supports the restructuring and reactivation of the PYM in

accordance with the recommendations of its Eighth Congress held

in Algiers from 1 to 3 September 1996, to adapt its mission and

functions to the socio-economic and political realities in Africa and

in the world;

(b) Calls on the PYM to implement the Algiers Plan of Action and

submit a report thereon to the Sixty-Sixth Ordinary Session of the

Council of Ministers done to take place in Harare, Zimbabwe in

May 1997.
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(c) Urges PYM, the OAU Secretary-General and Member States to

accelerate the creation of an African Youth Fund as well as an

African Youth Voluntary Service Programme;

(d) Invites Member States to support the PYM youth programmes

materially and financially by contributing to its budget on a regular

basis;

VI. 3. Report of the Secretarv-General on the Preparation

of Africa to the Special Session of the UN General

Assembly on Environment/and Development and on-going

Activities in the Sphere of Drought and Desertification

(Doc. CM/1994 (LXV))

The Council:

(a) Calls on the Member States which have not yet signed or ratified

the UN Convention on the Control of Desertification to do so

before 30th June, 1997 and thus demonstrate the importance they

attach to the matter;

(b) Invites Member States to take part actively in the Pan-African

Conference on Environment and Development scheduled to be

held from 18 to 21 March 1997 in Ouagadougou, to prepare an

African Common Position both on the First Session of the

Conference of the parties to the CCD and on the United Nations

Special General Assembly Session to review the implementation

of the outcome of Rio Conference on Environment and

Development;

(c) Requests the Secretary-General in cooperation with Africa's

development partners, to seek a significant assistance including

financial and institutional support to the various African initiatives

underway towards the implementation of the Convention,

particularly at the sub-regional and regional levels.



ECA/RCID/2/1997

Afiftex II

CM/Draft/Dec.(LXV) Rev.1

Page 24

(d) Requests the Secretary-General of the OAU to give more attention

to issues of natural disasters with a view to assisting Member

States in building National Capacities in this area.

VII. AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

Report of tha Secretary-General on Afro-Arab

Cooperation - (Doc.CM/1995 (LXV)

Council:

(a) Invites the Secretary-General to pursue his consultations with the

Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, the Co-Chairman

(Burkina Faso and Kuweit) and the host country (Algeria) to clear

the round for the convening of the 12th meeting of the Afro-Arab

Standing Commission, in Algiers;

(b) Urges African Member States and African economic operators and

Chambers of Commerce to actively participate in the organization

of the Second Afro-Arab Business Week to be heldjn Nouakchott

(Islamic Republic of Mauritania) *rom 15 to 22 March, 1997;

(c) Requests the General Secretariats of the two organizations namely

the OAU and the LAS, in cooperation with the concerned

institutions of the United Nations and the Government of the

United Arab Emirates to continue their activities for the

preparation and organization of the Third Afro-Arab Trade Fair to

be held in Sharjah, from 6 to 12 December, 1997;

(d) Thanks the Governments of Mauritania and the United Arab

Emirates for all the steps taken to ensure the success of these

two events.
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(e) Calls for the acceleration of the arrangements for the

establishment of the proposed Afro-Arab Cultural Institute;

(ft Calls for the submission to the 66th Session of the Council of

Ministers of a progress report on the implementation of all the

projects already identified for joint Afro-Arab Cooperation.

VIII. LEGAL MATTERS

VIII. 1. Consideration of the Draft Protocol on the

Establishment of an African Court on Human

and Peonies' Rights - CDoc.1996 (LXV))

Council:

(a) Decides that the Draft Protocol be circulated to Member States

once again inviting them to submit their comments and

observations to the OAU General Secretariat on or before 30

March 1997;

(b) Decides further that a Government legal experts meeting be

convened in April 1997 for the purposes of finalizing the Draft

Protocol taking into account the comments and observations

received from Member States;

(c) Authorizes the expenditure from unspent budgetary allocations for

the purposes of convening the Government legal experts meeting.

(d) Requests all Member States to include the same legal experts in

their delegations attending the Sixty-Sixth Ordinary Session of the

Council of Ministers.



ECA/RCID/2/1997

Annex II

CM/Draft/Dec.(LXV) Rev.1

Page 26

VIII. 2. Intarim Report on the Activities of the African

Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights

(Doc. CM/1997 (LXV»

Council recommends that:

(a) The African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights get more

involved in all activities pertaining to human rights in Africa, thus

contributing to the search for solutions within an African cpntext

to the various problems faced by States Parties to the Charter;

(b) Appropriate action be taken by the various competent organs of

the OAU, namely: the General Secretariat, the Advisory

Committee on Administrative, Financial and Budgetary Matters,

the Committee of Fourteen on Structural Reform, and others, to

endow the African Commission with the requisite human, financial

and material resources to enable to effectively exercise its

important mission;

(c) The African Commission mobilize all necessary resources to

popularize and disseminate as widely as possible, the provisions

of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights which

remains little known within States Parties to the Charter;

(d) States Parties give the African Commission all the cooperation it

needs to carry out its Human and Peoples' Rights promotion and

protection mission, and submit their periodic reports regularly in

conformity with Article 62 of the Charter;

(e) States Parties to the Charter consider the possibility of seconding

staff to the Commission and provide it with requisite financial and

material assistance.
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VIII. 3. Report of the Secretary-General on the Section

of Judoes of the OAU Ad-Hoc Administrative Tribunal

(Doc.CM/1998 (LXV))

Council nominated the following countries to the membership of the Ad:

hoc Administrative Tribunal.

Kenya

Lesotho

Libya




