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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (RURAL) IN MAURIT*US

L Local Governmenu in Maurltlus can be traced hack to the mlddle of
- the 18th century whet - Mauritius was a French possession. The igland Was:
" ¥hen divided into eight guartiers administered by conseils ds commune,

Z'Durlng the French revolu**on mﬂ“f”inn’ Hiea preclded o"ar by mavors‘uoak

the place of ‘the OOHSEl}a de communea_-

Inl%L-memmmumgma;iga;w?“éﬂﬂﬂ memmmmnm"rﬂm
Istration in egch of. the eight- dlstrlcts waE shared by an agent. general

ﬁ*de pol ée, 2 conse1¢ ae commune and a commlsqaire c1v1lo; The:apent g nera‘

wwﬁrk" Wers. entrusted to the’ consell d,_”l. % mmissaire
_ t*wiﬁh reglptrat Lo of Yivihs, marviages and: deathsg ety Thls
H-Sy‘tem preval ed" fOL man years:after the oceuration of the iwlandg- "A _
““British-in 1810, CTE ey however, gradually supplanted’ as the: Central

‘ Government aqsamed 1ncreaslng cont”oj in bhe admlnlstratlon in uhp rural areas.

. 3- . In ’839 & munlclpaT charter was grantea for - the egtablﬂshment of an
elected munlcﬂpa11t in the. capital town of Port Louis. Towards the end of
‘the 19th century,: three Boards. of: Comm1551oners were eogltablished in the.

lfnlstrlct of Plaln 5 Wilhems to° admlnlstor the towns of C;replpe, Guatre -

'fBornes ana Beau Ba351L~Rose Hill. They were composed of. memvexs - nomlnated

¢ by'.the Governor and were concerned mainly. with the provision gad. maintenance

of roads, water supplies and’ sanltatlonc_ They were anowei to: levv a -small
tax to a551 t w1tn the Gﬁut of small ameﬂltIES.;_' :

- - In each of the nlne dwstrlcts, Were establ1shed 31Su 103 Boar&b, w1th
' the aim of denentva11s1ng the work of Tocal admlnlstrwtlcn qucL ‘had: nltherto
r:been performed 1n Povt Lom.s° The g Dlstrlot oards “ceaged - to. ezlst 1n 1939
: ) wers vebhed in the Direcior of . Puhllc Workse In Fact. they exer—
and 1nst‘mctlons contlnued tolheélsnued fr:m '

need for 10ba1 government hy eleoted bod1es chaﬂgeé w1uh admlnlptra»
tlon and - execatlme duties An matinms rﬂﬂnewhﬂﬂv the irhabitanis of 'a partioular
dlstracﬁ_oA vlllage and vested w1th pouers %0 make by-laws. uasﬂackho:f,]'.“w
' afte' he 1ab0ur dlsLV*bances whwch oocux red 1n the northern part ofwihe
! 3 ; Cehiesg. disturbances
'%ggap in the adm1n¢strat10n of Mauﬂlulus was. the .
| TGSUOﬂulble .and. 1ndependent OfLAbe“S of Covernmenu’ﬂo.j o
the people 1n the ruraT azeas cou1d turn foxr he1p with- fhelr Iy oaolesa‘;¢
Committee aloo regretteé the lack of;any Form of dls+v30u admlalstratlon ahd

o equaue contaci betﬁeen the wum14¢siramlon and #he. peopTe admlnlstered.=

S5e It would be a gcod thlng to o cons 1der the coqdﬁtlons prevalllng at thau SR
time in, Manrltlus. - The ‘mzin industry in. Manritiue had become: sugar, and
_there Were about twenty lee sugar factories spread over the 1slunuiand Wl
belong‘ng to B few families who_ owned mosd. of- the landa Mags: m1grat1on had
taken, place Ffrom Port” Louls and the coastal reglon Sy.88 8. re;ulﬁ of
braak af. malarla, o, ﬁhe _healihier plmteau in. the mlddle of. the 1sland, where




--,fgbufhafsugar'factories. -

. - . Commissioners %o take charge of rural areas.
*. . iCouncils:Ordinanoe whs passed in 195L.  The
~¢?u_ﬂGpvernorfs.rgﬁrgsenfétives and " the principal
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- the main towns are situated. * In the rural areas, the people lived near ' %

: + ~“The prices of sugar had gone down, and the wages %
. were very low. :The labourers were living in huts, without any s iitary -
.., conditions at all; and could not make both ends meet.: .. ‘ ' -

- .64 Government: then decided to shoourage the sétting up.of village and
- “district committees and to appoint senior Government ‘officers or Civil
¢ The-Distriot and Village

vil Commissionsre:were the

administrative officérs in

i o their distriste.’ They weré algo to be responsible during a.fransitional

wooreils and for engul

" :period ‘161 the evelopment on lhealthy lines of village and dist coun—
the welfare of {he inhabitantss i ° “-%

" "'7. . However, as the Civil Commissioners had no §xeéuﬁi§e,Qéﬁérs;they'had.
., %o refer o the centre all questions rzised by the inhabitants of rural

< areas and thereafter relay the decision to them. -In this way they, functioned
a8 mere post offices. : R . S

8. The activities of ﬁillgge.councils‘inclﬁde;the}maintenance‘of‘small
 roads, the provision of scavenging services and of certain social services
such-as adult education classes, youth clubs and sewing classes, District.

") Councils were responsible for the collection of entertainment ‘tax, water

. ‘supplies, bus shelters, unproclaimed roads and bridges.

The District Council meetings weére presided over by the Civil Commis~
- slonersy. a not—too~fortunate measure because these officers found it very
often easier and quicker to perform almost everything by themselves rather
than allow the members to decide on. their own, and to learn the lesson the
- hard way, through trial and érror. District Councillors wanted the rules
.. of democracy to operate and in this éendeavour of theirs the chairmanship
of their meetings by the Commissioners was certainly not a boon.

9+ In 1955, the problems of rural administration, its relationship with .
~Central Government, the position of the Civil Commissioners. and the future :

. of District Councils were reviewed by Government. In 1956, a_ sessional
paper on the development of Rural Tocal Government in Mauritius was accepted
by the Legislative Assembly: Some of the'proposals_we:e ag follews:

. (a) Diétrict éndfvillagercounciié to. cease to be.agenéies for
© - distribution of funds from Central Government; . - . D '
{b) These éﬁthoriﬁies should raise.théir own fﬁhds; through'rates,

etce s ' I : :

e e L n

(b)‘ The authorities'td-havé~ﬁheir£ownﬂtraihed %tafpr’f..

() -Government officers no longer to be members of the authorities.
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10. In 1962, the Local Government Ordinance was passed and new elections
were held on the basis of Adult Universal Suffrage. The new legislation
brought considerable changes in local government policy in the rural areas
as regards the election of chairmen of District Councils, the election and
appointment of councillors, the appointment of secretaries, freasurers and -
‘staff., The pattern of the Ordinance fellows - the legislation in the United
Kingdom, modified and:adapted to meet local circumstances. The committes
system was established although it is not. yet fully understood.” The autho—
rities are now empowered to make rules, bye—laws and regulations for the
welfare of the inhabitants of the areas under their jurisd;Ction;

11. It is now stiil too early to comment on the effects of the new legis-—
lation and the wider powers entrusted to the District and village councils,
as they are still in a transitional period. But it can be said without
hesitation, that in many cases the councillors are not yet ready to assume
such increased responsibility. Every effort is being made with the help
of the newly ereated University of Mauritius, to educate both the council-
lors and the staff. C : ’

12. It is not yet easy fbr_them'to undefétand'the role fheyjhave to play
,in the planning and execution of development projects,; and that the most

~_important function of. the councils is in faet related to the economic devel-

 opment of its area, to prepare the ground for industrialization or for the
development of tourism. | : S -

Ministry of Local Goverament and CuD.,

Port Louis. :

9 September, 1969,
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