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NEW STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES A THE SOVIET UNION

I shall not ‘dwell -in thls report on the questlons of the organlza~ o

-;tlon of statistiocs in the USSR since they were covered fulIy enough in

;. the:book by professor A. FEzhov: entltled "Organlzatlon of ‘Statistics in-

the USSRY that was: ‘published in- Engllsh and: French and distributed a%t
the.last sesgior. I 8hall neither deal with the statistical act1v1tles'
that are- systematmbally carried out by the state statlstlcs bodles of
‘the USSR a8 regular, routine activities provided for in.the. yearly plan
of work of the Central Statistioal Board (CSB) of the USSH.* That.plan
includes a Very extensive. progranme for. the collectlon, pr003851ng and. -
Jﬁanaly31s of, statlstlcal lnformatlon. I sho”: Qonly po;nt out-here that
‘the exlstlng system of 1ndlcators of statistical: accountlng in: the USSR
'correspends in the main’ to the requlrements of a comprehen51ve analy31s-
- of the effectiveness of soclal productlon, the development of the
br&nches of the natlonal economy and 1ndustr1al branches. o

‘ The system of statlstlcal 1nd10ators that 1s usad in’ the state
.current and: annual- accountlng and in the programmes of episodic

i Burveys,  sample’ surveys and censuses ensures the presentatlon to

'.aadmlnlstrative, planning, economic and’ sclentlflc bodles of the data

- needed for:state administration, national’ economy plannlng, control

over the fulfilment of Plans and sclentlflc research. ~That system of

indicators. prov1ae the 90331b111ty for the elaboration of aggregate 2

Q;statlstlcal information that characterlzes all the aspscts of the-

process-of expanded ‘socialist’ reproductlon, the phenomena .and the.'
proCesses of the economic" and social life of the Soviet society., That
craysten helps graphically portray the progress of the 1mplementat10n -of
ﬁhE'deGlSIOHS ‘made - by the Communlst Party and - the Sov1et gOVernment
with regard to the. development of the economy and culture of. the'.
_country.‘ ‘The -said system of ‘indicators’ enables Soviet statlstlcs to
compare the: achlevements of the USSR in the Tields of " economy culture
and the 1mprovement of the - standard of 11v1ng of the* populatlon"w1th
those made 1n other countrles 1n01ud1ng capltallst states-' B

.quert the ‘Baie tlme, At shou;d be p01nted out thaﬁ state statlstlcs
as:- one of the most 1mportant 1evers of state admlnlstratlon and plannlng,'
as welllas Mone of the #Host powerful 1nstrumant of. soclal study"“‘ _
(V’I Lenin;*“should be - contlnuously 1mproved Both a8 regards 1ts
- organigatiod and from the viehpointr of the system and sclentlflc
mothodology of: 1nd10ators on the basis of the Marzist and,Len'--n
thgory: In" thls connectlon, it would seem worthwhlle to polnt{out
certain” aspeéts -of “the act1v1tles carrled out by state: statistics . -
.~ bodies in the USSR and’ to give a brief account.of ‘statistical research
-projects that the GSB of the. USSR and 1ts local bodles plan to carry

_cut durlng the next two years.”g-
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_The question of 'the perfection of'the Soviet state statistios wers

7 veryl extensively @isgussed“at_theﬂAll%ﬁhion,ConferenceL0£.Sﬁatis#icians
" ¥hat wae held in Moscow in April, 19684 -Over 1400-people attendéd ‘the

o érencg;J;Thé-deéisionsymage’Byfthéagonfepgnceﬁiﬁdipa%g%ﬁhgfwaksjgnd
nefhods 6f ‘the further'improévement of SovietistatiSﬁibs.:ﬂﬁithﬁpégard
‘%o the meéthods of collecting and processing §tatistical information;’
for -example; %hé‘Cbﬁféreﬁce.reéommended a number of measures that
should e taken by ‘the bodies of state statistics. The measures ..

ipdlﬁ&gygggjgg;g;gg,xﬁhéﬂféilqwing activities: -

£t improve the organization of Tecording and accounting at industrial
TEentéfp%isesf&hd”in*bfgénfza%ions, reduce the volume and simplify =
Cstatistioal accdunting and standardize its indicators. in. order to .
_ information, in collaboration
with the ministries and departments concerned; . o

'iﬁproveifupfher the system of indicators'by‘eliminétipg parallelism

and sxcesses 80 as 10 meet, in. to-day's planning conditions, the . -
requirements- of the national economy management and to provide a’ vivid
picture of the process of the Fulfilment of ‘national economy plans and
the economic and social processes that take place in the country;

-furtheﬁ.centfalize accéunting'in-state“statistids bodies and

bapers s0 that'the accounting data could be used by ministries-as . -
background information for taking quick measures in the process of. .
Ranagement in the individual branches of the national economy; in order
“to.solve that task maximun use sbhould be made-of the mechanical means
of :recording and processing of accounting information by means of -
introducing most modern computing equipment including electronmic -
computers, : D R : :

simul taneously reduce the time needed for the compilation of accounting

U We have‘covered briefly here only the principal tasks. - The .
 solution of: those “tasks will, doubtless, require great efforts aimed
at the perfection of the programmes of elaboration of vast statisztical
information and maximum’ possible use of thé method of grouping as the.

-, “most important method of deep economic ‘and statistical analysis, A

comprehensive reflection of the processes that take place in the -

- national economy and an-intensdive analysis of statistical data would:
require’ a’‘wide introduction in the activities of statistical bodies of
sampl ¢ guPVeys which are based on the provisions of.the theory of |
rélativity and the use 'of mathematical methods of .the. progessing of .

.statisti0313iﬂformaiipﬁ;,sugh;réquired.steps are stipulated in the plans.
e ALl ‘suok melsures; in their turn, require that the science of statistics
T ve further devéloped'and'that_Scientific'meﬁhqdélogy“be further. inproved.

© An accelerate&_elaboratidn of the date for the comprehensive
analysis of the effedts of the introduction' of +the new system of plan-
‘ning and eoonowic incentives in different branches of the national
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econeny, for the determiriation of the: factors contrlbutlng Fo 1ncreas~

| .ing . the -effects of the introduction and use of. new equipment ‘and- capital
- -investments is of particulsr significance for the further 1mprovement

of 'state statlst:cs in the GSSR.

 ;_ Partlcularly v1ta¢ in. the present condltlons of admlnlsterlng
the national economy are the research act1v1t1es in the fields of

. labour statistics, new equipment, finance and prices, labour product1v1ty,
. .guality -of oubtput .and public. utllltles serv1ng the populatlon.: In -
. connegotion with “that, it is planned, 48 it will be’ shown later, to

increase the volume of statistical activities, almed at- characterlzlng

'-manpower resources in dlfferent branches of the' natlonal -geonomy and
LAn separate areas oft: the Sov1et Upion; as well as that ‘of “the- actlvltles
- aimed at analyzing the data indicating the influence of: dlfferent
_,factors on the increase of labour prodﬁct1V1ty. I+ is planned o
. carry-out a wider elaboration of the activities of enterprlses and’ for
L -the determlnatlon of the effectiveness of social productions There a
are also plang for the increase of the scope of activities! deallng ‘with

the characterlstlcs of flnanclal resources, analysis of the process of

the formatlon of 'prices and many other very important phenomena of the
"deVelopment of the economy of the Sov1et Uhlon. :

uf When actually enumeratlng the new act1v1tles planned for 1969 and

71970, one should, first of all, mention the A¥1-TUnion Populatlon Census

which will be -held in Jaﬂuary, 1970. Kot much time is Telt' 411l the

"beglnnlng of this- blggest statistical operatlon.: ‘Al though the CSB of -

the USSR earried out in 1967 a pilot census of. populat;on in-gome areas
of the country with- the populatlon close t6 1- mllllon, many thlngs '

. remain to be done during %he remaining time in the course of the =
- preparation for the census. Preparatory werk is 'done by all’ state '

statistics bodies of the- country. ‘In addition-to “the’ regular programme,
this census is expected .to provide the data ﬂeeded fTor' g - study of" the
"pendulum” rigration of .the population in many big cltles. “In fhe

‘process of tlhe preparation - of materials for: the census lt ig- planned

toobtain on & sample basis the: data that would permlt a deeper study
of & numbér of demographic phenonmena and proceéssess 41l the doduments
for the forthmcomlng census—taking - questaonnalres, additional forms
and instructions. ~ were. llsted in the "VeSunlk statlstlkl“ ("Herald of
Stat1stlcs“) magazlne- o SR AR

The statlstlcxans spec1a11z1ng in 1ndustr1al statistlcs declded

Hto carry out a aumbsr of: sample surveys in 1969-1970." For example,k
- study of the fa¢tors: influencing the’ product¢v1ty of Tabour ‘of
llndustrlal workers will ‘be. underiaken in- 1969. "In the same year We

intend to carry out the sample. surveys of a’ number of 1ndustrial
enterprlses gommissioned during the last Pew years in order o’ have _
information about the progress. of utilization of the pr1n01pal deslgned
characterlstlcs (d931gned productlon capaclty, d981gned product1v1ty
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of iabour, costaprlce of output returns and some other economlc i

o 1nd1cators) A further 1mprovement of construction requires-a wider

'_-use of prefabrlcated ferro—concrete sectiong for use by that ipdustry.
- En this “Gonnection), statistical bodies of the U55R, in 1mp1ement1ng
““the” decision of. “the - Government ‘held a census of the productive:

capacltles of industrial enueryrlses and factories produclng ferro-’
concrete Sectlons and 81mllar products, as well as enterprlses e
produczng prefabrlcated bilocks for construction industry, énterprises

| 'produclng materials. for walls and non-metallic -materiale; the data

obtalned as a result of that census are processed at the present tlme.

A number oi sample suTVeys coverlng the enternrmses of - number

;of branches will be andertaken during the next two years in order to
"examlne the problem of the improvement of the quality of industrial’

producs.. A spe01a1 sample Observation will take place in 1969 (in--

:September) at many enterprises of machlne—bulldlng ministries in order

to. determlne the degree of the use of equlpment and worklng tlme durlng

. the sane perlod of 24 hours.

r

It is also planned to. carry out a number of ePlSOdlC sample o
SUrveys for the purpose of studying the course of technological
brogress in the industry. They include such surveys as the study of

. the technical level of the. output of machine~building industries, its
~ replacement, the reglstratlon at machine-building enterprlses of" the

basic means of mechanization and automation of production. processes,
the .study of the expenses made by enterprises for the acguisition of

. new equipmént, and the determinatior of the eoqnomlc effects :0F the

1ntroductlon of new machlnery and equipment.

. _Some acthltles of a new klnd w1ll be carried out in: the fleld of
agricultural statistics. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union is
currently making a number of most important steps which are. vital for

‘the further development -of agrlculture._ Soviet statisticians,

naturally, must help in every way in carrying those measures into
effect. Durlng the 1969 and 1970 statistical bodies will carry out
such episodic and sampl ' surveys as, for example, a study of the '
questlons of the utilization of manpower in state. farms, the use of -

'agrlcultural eguipment in state and collective farms, the determina-~

tion of the effects of "limited irrigation" in agriculture, the
examination of %the problem of laying in s supply of fodder for catile
and. other animals in state and collective farme. A special sample
survey. will: be dedicated to. a study of the specialization within farms
and the concentratlon of' production in: state farms. The question of
manpower resources in collective farms will also be examined.

New studles w111 be made in the. fleld of. eapltal constructlon.
There are plans' to carry out a sample survey of construction sites
with the view of studying: specific- capital investments (i.e. the
volume of 1nvestments per unit of output) examining the length of the

i
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beriod of constructlon of indusitrial and other product1Ve proaects.

Lok connection with the introduction in- constructlon of the new methods
- of  planning and economic 1ncent1ves the plans for 1969 and 1970 envisage
casnumber-of - gpisedic and sample.surveys to study the effects of the-

said- economic reform and to find out the results of- activities of

cconstruction organizations where the new aystem of the evaluation of

their activitiés ‘by the final results of congtruction was put into’
effect. A sample survey of construction sites will be'also carried.

 m.out ‘in order to.study the questions of the useg of Worklng hours, the

TeaSons for ﬂle manpowar tumover.-

In the fleld of 1nterna1 trade sample surveys Wlll aim at the

':éxammnatlon ‘of .such subJects ag-the geographic pattern. of +the deliver—

ies of agricultural goods %o city markets, the use of local- Taw
materials for the production of consumer goods and their delivery.

gfefqgale. “The year of 1969 will see the.studies of the pattermn of.
.« burnover.merchandise expenditures of goods, the- prothableness of
~ irade orgmhizations, and other aspects of Soviet commerces ~The:

studies of the population’s demand for. goods w111 be partlcularly
vast and volumlnous. : . .

State statlstloal bodles W111 have to carry out great: work’durlng

w}T the years of 1969 t0 1971 in the course of the preparation for the -
, stocktaklng and revaluation of the Tixed assets: of - state, ccoperative
-rand. publie- enterprlses not: financed. by State as well .as those financed

from the budget which is to be made as of Januaryy 1972. Slmultaneously
with the. revaluation, the registration of the stocks of metal—worklng

;Lequlpment will be carried out according 1o ad- approprlate programme.

The last revaluatlon of the- fzxed asset% of the USSR wasg- made in 1961.

The balance of Luej and power of the oountry for 1969 is to be

:complled 1n 1970. Thls kind of- balance ise complled once durlng 2 or
3 yea,rs. e o R -

In the fleld of flnanclal s%atlstlcs several sample surveys have

.been pPlanned mainly for the purpose of: studying the questions of the

formatlon and use of. the funds for- economic incentives at -ehiterprises,
the questlons of &pen&lng the funds of money for ‘social and cultural .

eventss such: fundg consiast. of bonus funds, funds of:-wages and- salarles,

and other SOUTCES. BeSldes that; . the: subgect of studies will be the
reasons of the formation at. enterprises and in organlzatlons of excess
stocks of goods. and -material values and stocks of equlpment which is"

‘\to be mounted or 1nstalle& that are formed in the fleld of capltal
oonst*uctlon.-;, Coa SR o : . . S

_ Particularly great amount of: work Wlll have to- be done in
connectmon with the-examination of the queéstions of 1abour and- wages.

‘and salarles. Certamn -jobs:concerning:labour statistics are carried’

out ugually_tw1ce during the period of 5 to 6 years, Such activities
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include the episodic reglstratlon of workers- engaged in 1ndustry,

~construciion, agriculture, $ransportation and comnunications accordlng

Lo’ trade or profession; . the recording of the nuunber of workers in- the

 ”same branches of’ the natlonal economy’ according %o quallfzcatlon scale5

forms and systems of. payment for the work done; the recording of the

-number of workers engaged 4n . mechanized and manual labouzr in 1ndustry

and construction; the recordlng of the number of sub31d1ary werkers

(by type of work) in industry. It is for 1969 that this vagt programme
isischeduled. In-addition® to ‘that, several sample: surveys will be -
dirscted at the. :study of the reasons for the manpower turnover-in
industry and construotlon, the volume of overtime work in those

- branches of the.nationdl" economy; ‘an’ oversll: reglstratlon of admlnlstra—
~tive and management personﬁel w111 be oarrled out, ‘ag weIL as’ some -
-other studles. - - :

A sample survey of llbrarles de31gned to flnd out what llterature
i read by young People has been planned in the field of the statlstlcs
of culture. .

Statlst101ans~demographers 1ntend to’ carry out durlng the next
twoe yesrs a thorough study of the trends of changes in the expected
number and composition of* the population, as well as factors influencing
such trends: A sgample approach will be used with regard to the intended

"study of the migration. of the population within the areas of regions

and republics and between regions and republics with the breakdown of
the. obtained data according to national and soecial groups. The same
methods will be employed when the questions of marriages and dlvorces
with the registration of the occupation and nationality of the parties
will be subjected to study. Several sample surveys will be held to
examine social and demographic changes in the family structure, to
determine the current trends in birth-rate, and 4o study the effects
of economic, demographic and other factors cn infant mortality and
some other demographic processes .and phenomena in the couniry. The
Instltute of Scientific Research of the CSB of the USSR will carry out
in 1969 a sample survey oi.families for the purpose of. finding out '
their views on. the best and desirable number of children and in order

. to. determlne the soclo—economﬂa factors fhat shape such v1ews.

Another sample. survey that will fake place.in 1969 will be _
dedicated to the study of the living conditions of the families of

- workers, employees and collective farmers, as well as to the study

of the famlly composition and the incone of the population.

.The eplSOle overall enumeratlons, censuses and sample surveys

- that were listed above do not sxhaust the wicle 1list of the new.

activities which are %0-be carried ‘out mainly in 1969. But already
those operations that were mentioned show, doubtleass a4 great increase
in the.scope and volume of statlstlcal act1v1t1eq in: the Sov1et Unlon.
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Succesaful im§1ementatlon of such a vast programme would require in -
its turmn an elaboration of many methodolowlcal problems, an improvement

of the system of 'indicators, as well as an improvement of +the organiza-—
tion of statistical observation. In this connection, particularly -

great importance should be given to the recommendations made by the

Al2-TUnion Conference of Statisticians as to the further improvement of
mnutual contacts between State statistics bodies and scientific and

- research organizations and institutions of hlgher learning. Scientific

organizations, universities and colleges, ministries and departmentis
will have to play a greater role and will have to be deeper involved
in the search for the settlement of the problems of statlstlcal

-methodology, in the elaboration of the programmes of major statlstlcal

activities. It will also be necessary to ensure their participvation
in the carrying out and processing of the results of a number of

“gample, episodic-and monographic activities. The All-Union Conference

suggested in its recommendations that the (SB of the USSR sheould

compile o draft list of vital theoretical and methodologlcal probl ems

that arise from the tasks of the further improvement of statisticse a8
the basis for the chanrelling of scientific research at the chairs of

‘statistics, in universities and colleges and should regularly inform

the chairs of the changes in the system of accountlng and the

‘ methodology of the caloulation of 1ndlcators.



