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Introduction of the progress report on the work of the

ECA/FAa Joint Agriculture Division since the ninth session of the Commission

Much of the activities of the Division which are reported in document

'. ,..E/CN~14/ECO/2 are a continuation of activities initiated durm g the last

biennium, and work undertaken since last February has been, and will continue

to be, for most of this year, extension of work on projects which were started

during the latter part of 1968.

The work pr-ogr-arnne of the ECA/FAO Joint Agricul ture .Divisio~ covers three

categories of projects .:- ,

A. Regular progra~me projects and continuing tasks;

B. Ad-hoc projects;

C. Min~ - or-semi-operational projects

A. The first category comprises the following regular projects :-

1.. Project No. 39: Intra-regional co-operation and trade in the
\

field of agriculture;

2. Project No. 40: Marketing of agricultural proJucts;

3. Project No. 41: Collection, exchanoe and distribution of

information

and- the following con tinuing tasks of.:

a. Pl'ovision of advisory s_rvices and undertaking advisory missions

in member countries, on request, in the fields of :

(i) Organization ~1d administration of agricultural services

par t i cu Lar-Iy research. and extension services;

(ii) Land tenure, settlements, and measures of' land reform.

b. Continua t i.on of s tu:.lie s on manpoxe r requiremen ts of various agri­

cultural services.

c. Preparation of studies, documents and papers not linked with

s~ecial projects or sub-projects.

B. Th~.second category covers a number of ad-hoc undertakings some of

which aTe still in hand and will be completed in the course of the

.,~r. rl.ooour~a 'porm·i.t·tirlg., Cjt.~l:::r sue:': '.(: ~>"."."- t~...:"2..:. ~a, ~ay uri ee or. ~'..:::---

appear to be necessarY will be undertaken.

\
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c. Th~ thir4 categqry pf min~-proj~cts includes a number o~. se~i~o~~~~­

tional projects of which some have been started and some are proposed

and. will be developed during the Second Development ,Decade.

Progress of work on projects under each of the. above-mentioned categories: ~

. Pr0 ,je c t No. 39. I~tra-regional co-operation ahd trade in the

fiefd of agricul ture.;, ~ '.• ' ,. ;) :;' :'~

. \

",

• • • 4.~ • • t • .,:' J: ~ I' I

This is the main and most important pz-ojec t in the work programm'e

and is in fact, the first attempt of its kind towa:cds a l'.ealistic

approach to exploring the possibilities of 'in era-regional co~operation

and trade in the field of agriculture and to improvement of the food

and agricultural situation at the national level. The project is being

illldertaken in three phases for each of the four sub-regions of the conti­

nent, as outlined on pages 278 and 279 of volume II of document

E/CN •14/453 ..

The firs t phase is pre sen tly in" hand for all the 'four sub-regions,

and the status of progress on this phase is as follows:

a. North African sUb-repion

1. A preliminary s t udy of the agricul ture sector was car r i ed out

in 1968 in connexion with an Industry Divisionis study of indus­

trial possibilities in the sub-region.

2. 'FAO IWP studies covered only Sudan and the UAR, as part of the IFF

Near East Studies, and. used 1962/63 as a base year. The IWP

Division recently started its study of Morocco, Algieria, Tunisia

and Libya.

3. In collaboration Hi th FAO, the Di.va s i on is now working on up­

dating the IliP studie s for the Sudan and the UAR, and making demand

and supply' projections for important agricultural commodities and

establishing trade matri~es for the whole sub-region.

4. This work is being carried out by a st~ff member of-the Division

assisted ~y a consultant whose services were secured for two months

'. initi~lly ~ommencing the end of July 1969, a~d w~Q will ~~~ume work
1 ,> ~ ~.... ,. '. • ....' ~ •

again in early Janu~ry :1910 when, in colla~oration with various FAO



-*

E/CN.14/ECO/2/Add.l
page 3" .

divisi9ns in Rome, an~lysis of intra-regional and genera~ trade

and of demand projections and supply targets will 'be made to .

explore areas and commodities of concern and for further foll6w­

up to expl or-e possibilities of intI'a.-regional, co-ope-ration in

trade ,and agriculture.

It is hoped that this first phase of the North African sub­

regional study will' be completed 'by the end of April 1970•.

b. The Central African sub-region

Work on phase'! of this sub-regional st~dY proceeded acoor­

ding to the schedule outlined in document E/CN~14/BCO/2. Three

out of four chapters meant to cover this phase.have been completed

with the assistance of a consult&nt whose service waB obtained, on

the advice of the Economic Analysis Division'of FAC, for the

period 4 June to 4 September 1969.

~ A first chapter dealing with the IIGeneral characteristics of­

the region I s economy and agricul tura".

A second chapter dealing with the sub-region's "Present trade

in agricultural commodities", and "Forecast production, demand
. .. . .. . ~ ..' ,.~. " ..

and exchange of selected commodi ties wi th r-es vec t to su~
• •• •• • 4

regional co-operat,~onll, including analysis of" 'demand projections

an~ supply t~rge,ts ~nd of int::a-re~.onal" t rade in, selected

agricultural products in 1970 and 1980. Investigation and

analysis of barriers to ezpansion of sub-regional trade iri

the field of agric~lture will b~ made,i~,phase II' of the study.

A fourth and concluding chapter covering overall analysis of

intra-,regional, ~rade. pr-o spec t s , a critical -revi"p.w of available

information, recommendations and on what further inquiries and

more thorough investigations need to be carried out under

phase II in the countries themselves for realistic'diagnosis

of the handicap to, and measures to be take~ to promote"

agricultural' development and intra-regional trade in the ·sub­

re'gion. This chapter includes thorough treatment of a country
. . . '. ~ .. . .

of the sub-region, demonstrating the kind of problems and
. ,.- ~

queries to be treated in 'phase II, and ,suggests the kind, of
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task-force to undertake the necess~ry field studies, and

"1 ts work programme •

. , ~ ~~i~d ~hap~er is, to ,be prepared by an appropriate Rural

Institutions Officer of the Division in collaboration with

FAO headquarters and region~l ~taff on agricultural research

and' t'raimng in the sub-z-egi on. It \-rill coyer analys,is "of

'~ 'the current si tuation and or.garri za tion, of -r-e sear-cb, ,~rai,ning
_ "

and educations insti tu t i.one ; ..their orientation .to ..,the needs
• .. •• _. • .,.~. '" I'· ~

of the .sub-r-ega cn, priori ties of research of regional cha-
, _ ~;, ~ • J~. I ~:.. r: ~'.. J," ~ j 4 ': ::" ~ \ I· I ~ • • • •

',' r-ac ter , "co-operation in agr~cl;lltura,l tra~ning and educa t i on,

and cc--or-df na t i ng machinery at national and regi.ona.~ levels.

When, ~hi~ chapter is completed, the indications of phase I

of the studies wil~ be chac~ed up, in collaboration with

FAG, with the countries of the ,sub-region for final defini­

tion of the scope and outline of the field _~tddies t~ be

undertaken in phase II. This will hop~fully be achieved by

the end of tbis' year.

,0." The East African su~region

, Atte,mpts' are .bei ng pursued to secure the services of two

consultants through bilaterai snpport to assist in finalization

o~ phase I"of t hr e vsub-j-e gi cnc.I study. Two 'candidates', apparently

of'appropriEte qualifications and experience have been nominated

"and vTill, hopefully" be avaa Lab'l e Late December thi s year. All

going well, .f.he study will be completed' by', 'the end of May 1970.

d. The liTest African sub-re~on

The 'sugge'st1.on in docum,ent E/CN.14/ECO/2 t ha t finalization

of phase I study for this.Bub-region would be entrusted to a

consul tant has "since been abandoned, and ri t s completion is pre­

sently being undertaken by tpo staff mef.Ilbers, o~e ~rom the Joint

, Daviaion, anclone from the FAG regional office, ~ccra, This

:work· which was started at the end of the first vTee,k of September

is bei~g carried' out in collaboration with various FAO divisions

'in 'Rome,' and will hopefully be completed by the end 9f October,
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with the exception of the inter-sectoral relationship of agri­

culture vnth'other sentoTs which" will ~e treated commencing

early January vThen the t''10 staff"memb"eis" concerned \iill h.rve

returned from leave.

, Project No. 40 - Marketing of agricultural pr-oduc t s ,

Resolutipn 201 (IX) adopted at the ninth session of the Commission

invited the ~xecutiv~ Secretary of ECA to extend activities in this

field :

(a) In respect of livestock ~,.':,.provement and the transport and

marketing of meat to all meat-producing countries in Africa;

(b) In respect of the stabilization of grain market, pr i ces .and the

accumulation and conservation of stocks to offset differences

in production as between regions of Africa;

(c) In respe~t of t~e conservation qf and trade in fresh water fish. -

in the Lake Chad basin, in Central Africa, in West Africa, in

the Nile basin and other regions of Africa.

(a) Livestock and meat

Recent developments suggest that work in this field should

assume the pattern of regional pro jects to be d.eve Loped to opera te

'in-' the first h~11: of, -~b~ SE:;c;0nd DeveI oprnerit Decade' in various

sub-regions'. 'Such projects as--may be developed' wiTl have to be

based on the outcome of the many studies so 'f~r, ,ca,rried out in

thi 6 field by ~-{ I.ri ou s' 'bilateral and mul tilateral agencies and

group country organizations. The Division, therefore, advocates

review of all studies and i~estigations made to date as a first

step. It is hoped that the Second FAO Regional Conference on

Livestock Production and He~lth to be held in Kinshasa in

December this year will give support to this approach.

(b) Studies of price stabilization and commercialization of grain

It is believed that fluctuations of prices of g~ain, and the

poor returns w?ich subsistence producers get for the small sur­

pluses they, dispose of .constitute a major constraint on producti­

vity and production~
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"(0) study of fish trade in W8st Africa and' the inland fish trade in

East and Central Africa
e.....

\

A number of surveys of fishing resources and of studies of

processing and marketing of 'fish which are sponsored by FAO with ~

Special Fund and Technical Assi stance support. are enumerated in
\ ,,'

,paragraphs 33 tq 38 of document E/CN.14/ECO/2., Apart from these

ef'f'ort s which are in progress at nati,onal levels in various sub­

regions, the Division advocates the development of co-o~dinated

regional projects to devel.o p the fishing capaci ties of member Stater_,

and to promote intra-regional and export trade in ~ish.

Project No. 41 Collection, exch~nge and distribution of information

(a) The Agricultural Bulletin: Compilation of issue No. 11 wa.s com­

pleted in May 1969, and it is being processed for publication

forthHith. It is hoped to publish :ssue 'No. 12 by the end of

the year..

(b) Duplication and distribution of reports on locust invasions and

control campaigns continues.

,Continuing tasks

a)
!

Providing advisory services and undertaking advisory missions to

member countries on request in the fields of agriculture

Research and extension

In the field of research, apart from the activities des­

cribed in paras. 41-44 of document ~/CN.14/BCO/2, the Divi­

~ion has been engaged in ,collecting information on th~

organization, stafiin5 and activities of all research ~ta­

tions in the fourteen' countries of the Central/Eastern,

African Group qf Member States. This information will be

circulated to all the members of the Group, as a first

step towards assisting them in the implemen~ation of th~

"recommendation' ado:pted at the meeting of their foreign

minsi sters in Dar-es-Salaam in February 1969,. and since

endorsed at the meeting of their. Heads of,States in Lusaka,

April 1969, r-egaz-di ng co-ordination of their research activi ties.
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"-The Rural Institutions Division of FAO has also prepared

a paper for the Ln te r--gove r-nme.r.ua.I Sectoral T_echnical Agri­

.cultural Meeting of the Group to be held in Nairobi before

the end of the year.

In the field of extension, the analytical second part

of the study covering eight East African countries has been

completed and circulated to Member states conoerned. Thi~

part of the study. has ;;.150 been submi tted as a 1i'orking

,document for the FAD Seminar on Extension, and was pres~nted by
~ -- * •• ~~

the auther.who particiL-'ated in the Seminar at FAD headquarterB~

Rome, September' 1969•.

(ii)' Advisory services in the field of land tenure, settlements

and land reform -measure s continue. In addi tion to the acti-:­

,vi ties enumerated in paras. 51-56 of document E/CN.14/~CO/2,

. the staff member concerned has also visited Uganda for advice

on a government-sponsored integrated settlement project.

b) Continuation of studies on manpower requirements on various agri­

cultural services

Documerrt M69-1l43 "Policy and manpower- 1,ssues in African agricul­

tural r-e se.r r c h and the implications for African prepared by the

ECA/rAO Regional Adviser has' been circulated to countries concerned

and to scholars and research 5ci2ntists for review and comments.

All responses 80 far received have been favourable.

Servicing"the Association for th~ Advancement of Agricultural

Sciences in Africa continues.

c) Preparing and issuing studies documents and ·p~pers not linked with

specific projects or sub-projects

(i)' SOFA. The Division revi~wed and made objec~ive comments on

the various draft parts of the State of Food and Agriculture

prepared, by FAO.

(ii) Medium-term food outlook review: the second review including

the production out190k prepared by the Division on Ethiopi~

has been publishedo
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(iii)' Annual Econ omi.c Survey - the agricul tural part: Data

and information for cotnpLe t Ln g the Divisions r s contri­

bution to this annual publication is being compiled.

B.

C~

Ad-hoc uniertakings

A s~nior s~aff m~mber of the Division bas spent a total of four

month~., .on. '~wo missions to Zambia duringl'l,hich' he studied and reported to

the Gove.rnrnen t on the comparative berl;efit d' of var i ous agri cul tural en ter-

prises under various climate/sail com~inations.

The ECA/FAD 'Region:al Adviser on research and development visi ted

Upper Volta to advise on integrated rural development.

The Davi s i on. part i cd pa t.ed in 'a preliminary study of feasibili ty of

ho~ding regional grain ·stocks, for DAU.

A study of main features of trade in food and food products in

Africa was prepared by a staff member of the Division.
<,

Miili or Semi-operational Pro .jects

Rice in West Africa: A project jointly .aponsor-ed by ECA, UNDP and

FAD has been approved by a conference of the West African countries,

UNDP, ECA, FAO and a number of donor. countries and private f ounda.t i ons

(-Monrovia 1-3 Sept. 1969) to d.evelop rice production in the sub-region.

A Hest African Rice Deve Loprnent Association (HARDA) has been established
\ .

and a West African rice research centre will be developed.

The Division advocates the need for s i.tm Lar efforts in the fields

of livestock, grain and pulses, fisheries, and forestry development,

and will collaborate with bilateral and multilateral agencies concerned

i~ sponso!.ing such regional projects'for the"development of :

1. Livestock and meat

2. Grain and pulses

3. Fisheries

4. Forestry


