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LIST OF 'HOUSEHOLD

SURVEYS CARRIED OUT IN AFRICA

Background

!• -luring the decade, of. the. sixties, nearly all African countries

have carried out some kind.of household budget or consumption enquiry.

Ihere lias recently been growing evidence of interest in comparative

or summary studies of the data yielded by these surveys, covering many

or all countries of the region, 1/ An indispensable requirement for
work of this kind is a definitive list of the individual studies:which

have been carried out in the countries.

2. Over the past 2 years, ECA has been building up a card-index of

household budget-consumption surveys to serve this purpose. It is

believed that..the coverage of surveys is now approximately complete,

although information is missing on several individual items relating

to. particular surveys* ■ ■•■ -..■ ■■'.■_ .. .." : ' ■ ■ ' ''.

3» The aim of the present paper is to make available the contents

;.ofvthis card, index for. research workers and. .to draw' attention- toAthe

gaps in the information so that they can be filled. Persons who have

knowledge of surveys in any African country are asked to study the list

■in relation to that country and to send any relevant information, to the

Division of Research and'Statistics of ECA. In this way it is hoped

to keep the list up to date and to publish a more complete version in
-due. course.. .■-•■■■■ -■ ■ : -.-■■■.■■'.■■..■.. .' '. ■ ■ .■■ ■;-.. ; ■/.'."

Coverage ■ . . "; ■■. ; ■ .

4- The list attempts to cover all African countries (with the1- exception
of the Republic of South Africa) and without any limitation in time.

Surveys of expatriate households are excluded altogether.: One reason

for this is that many ;sucix sijryeys are, carried out confidentially by
organisations which employ expatriates and the data are not generally
available.

~5\:..,-■ While most surveys include an enquiry into food' "consumption, as

one constituent of total consumption, surveys whose sole purpose is

to study nutritional levels have not been included in the list. A

minimum requirement for inclusion is thus that the survey attempts to

record, detailed expenditure for each household studied. .-.

1/ See in particular the papers and report of the Working Group on Income
Distribution Statistics, held in Addis Ababa in February I969,
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6,, A few. enquiries have "been.,excluded which are..,stoictly case studies,
■with small samples selected without regard to statistical representivity.

Information oovered

7* The present list gives a minimum of information on..each"-: survey,
regarding coverage9 sample design, timing, and bibliography. Analysis

of the substantive content of the surveys has' not been attempted', but

one of the purposes for which the list has-been prepared is'to facilitate
later substantive studies. -Two such studies- haw already been published
by the secretariat of ECA- l/ ■■'■•■.■. ■../■ ,; ...

Sources ■ ■_■■.. : ■ . ' ...,.".-■■

8. Previous synoptic publications consulted in preparing the present
list are: ■ ...... , ■ :

Household Budget Surveys In Africa. E/01T,14/CAS,5/LS.17/Reva, BCA I967.

Reoentes enquetes par sondage effectuees en Afriaue. Eyes;, 14/SM/5,
EGA 19687 : — ' J '

Bibliography of Food Consumption Surveys, FAO, Home, I964* Supplement
!965 ■■ ■

Methodologie des -enquetes. sur.^es.jbudgets familiaux (6 vols., Vol.I

also available in,English), CO2A ,(nowVQAU/S0E0>, London and Paris,

Situation des enquetes statistiques et socio-economiques dans les-Btats
MEi2ai^s^Jlla^J^ I.N.S.E^B., Paris I964MEi2^^J^^_j^J^ ..E^B., Paris I964.
Revised and brought up to date as of 1 January I965. Data /limifed to

French-speaking African countries south of the Sahara other than Congo
(Kinshasa),and Guinea* . : ■ .. ■ .

Useful information was obtained from-some.of the--reports in the United
. Nations:.,s.er.iesj- gamp_le_Surveys...-ofr,.0,urrent- Interest"; -Statistioa;i Papers,
■Series C* . .. , .j ■ .-■. ;.■:■ , . ■,.-. ■ ■ _::'- .. '; .-i :•■■■'■•■-■

Other information comes from national publications, questionnaire

replies from .countries, and ..information.-supplied- through personal- con
tacts, ..... - '-.; . ■»■,:■■ ;■■ . ■

1/ ^fca_aourgeB;.and country practices in the compilation of income
Ms^lMJip^.and related statistics in Africa, e/cN. 14/mC/30,

... EGA, Adda.s AbabaP 1968, ■ .- \ ~ " . .. ,- ■ ' ■• .

Household Budget Surveys in Africa, E/C^.14/CAS,5/LS,17/Rev.l, ECA
1967
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on items, in table ■ : ;■•... --.-.■:■■■ ■ •■ '■"■

9- -.The symbol »..v": repreeentS;;**data.jiot available". -

Col,,.4 Eo0ulatior,.^W=^ Kie term "all" is used'to mean

Col,, q

Col,. 6

Col. 7

Col, 8

Col. 9

Col. 10

Col. 11

is that

parentheses, mien only one

rounds. Bv "

bdt f
^ «,I£ unds. Bv rmi^n ^ «,

continuous budget refordiTwith th Peri°d of



In some oases where a publication is..amdatea;:- the ; correct
date is known from an independent, source.-■ In,;this case both
the date and'the'entry "undated" are shown. One entry "ttone"
means that there.has been no publication and. none is. expected

|gference,-A:HUiBbere-d list of .publications .follows the table
Sii.s, covers both substaritive/and methodological, reports.
Publxoations-covering more tnan one country are-not included^
they have been listed above in para. 8, :
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