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The Somalia Republic is trianguiar in shape and about 670,000 kn® in
areg. . It stretches from, 1%.59% north to:-1.39%south ‘and from 41.39%west o

o T

":5'_‘1:;‘:2:40"'&3;371;. ’I‘he northern .and ieastern coaste ape washed by ’cheIndJ.an -

. S - . PRSI A
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Ocean,
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a‘t o ases‘t;l.mated since the refererdum of Jure 1961 is =t

ublic of Somalia is located at the horh of Aftrica and the people
¥ homadic, and. shifd about. with' the seasons’ from place to place Folw

lowing thé grass’ supply for their livestock, About 2/3 of the Somali popula=
tion are pomadic and live in semi~dry-land where thé heat of ‘fthe &t is hard

ing

o withit beople are alwsys fighting natural’ fdi‘besi'.é,ndjl;s eking
ion . from them. - The main economy- of ‘the natior depends

Shelter '3 e

ogfﬁpgﬁliwug;;j ¥.gamely.qamemsyasheep,-goats‘ani-cattlgqjj S

e Bonald 5 ial siructure. . and interaction is “ypical“in that the"
Sofali pecple are an. isolated. homogeneous: group with' a-strohg ‘genge of goli~

darity.’ The Somalis, whether in the Republic or outside it, speak ¥nly omé

language, have the same religion - Islam and the same cultural heritage.
Furﬂ:l_m_rmgre,,?;!:he somali. society. is intérwoves and’ inter—relsted: by 'both .
: @m,j“ﬁigh}éncggrages interetribal mar‘i«iageﬁand*nbmaaidﬂvé,yjqf;;i_fé1
;iﬁ%tés§cqptacﬁs,between:different.tribal*grdgpg;'““ T

e

The sccial and cultural taboos of the Somali people are __bas_ed._,_!qnf,fradi-
tional ',l\;nqvglg@ge ‘handed down from past.- generationg. ' 'Sincé the -Bomali language

‘is net written, Doetry, proverbs and, sayings have become ‘the udusl recérd for
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Isglamic religion, to which almost 100 per cent of the population sub-
goribe is a great determining factor for'all activities and social functions.
Nevertheless the role of religion is secondary: to that of the ‘traditional
culture and where these two factors come into-conflict, traditionfis.given
brecedence over religion. N vl S B

Somali customary and religious beliefs-are therefore "s’acréd‘and'new
ideas and modern scientific theories have to reckon with the important social
forces. In modern history of the Somali people there have been many ingtances
when thege two traditional factors have combined in their opposition against
brogressive schemes. For instance first attempte 'of opening schools by
colonial powers in Somalis were opposed by both traditional and religious
leaders on the groundg. that the:gozial @nd - religious ‘outlook of the new genera—

tions would be radically altered,

Obstacles against (women) development

. ‘Somali mociety falls into two. distinet categories today. About 30 per
cent of ‘the population are nomadic and follow the ‘traditional way of life.
The rest is the western~affected urbanized comminity. In nomadic way of
life the womenfolk were and ‘are the cenitre of the economioc well=being of the
society. A woman is not -only a mother; with all the duties this entails,
but is" expetted to look after the animals, feed them, milk them, process the
milk and other foods for +the family. Man's role is 1imite@rtq_ap_over@ll
protection of the nomadic unit:and the search for the next plate where the
-unit should move to, in order.-to find ‘sufficient grass and water, '

© '+ While the men in the nomadic society loiter arcund or visit other men
in neighbouring units, - omen run the machinery of the nomadic 1ife. It is
because of their importance .as the'centrefofwﬁhe_ecpnomy:tha%;mehihavé;té

pay dowry; and “that the activeness of young female is 'as important as Her

Physical attractiveness, ' :

Religion determines the family law including marriage, divorge,minherit-
ance, settlement of disputes: between spouses etc: Customary law is equally
important and is used in matrimonial cases before recourse is made to religious
"'d.OCtI‘irjle_S'o T B L CE e of s . e '

';Mén'injsomaii@;‘as;in.many;Muslim;coﬁntriesg have the right in theory .to
divorce their wives whenever they so wishs In practice, however; women can
compel their husbands to .pronounce divorce. This is due to the important role
which they play in the society. :

'"With'ﬁhe:iﬁffbﬁﬁcfiéniof=u£banizéﬁion, the-ro1e-df-the'ﬁbmalifﬁ¢ﬁén ‘5as

'fun@émentqlly'¢ﬁapgéd;,,Firét,‘religious;&Qotrinerbecéme’ﬁbre”iﬁpﬁif3n£;than.
it had been’in the traditional way of life. Secondly, women lost their place
in the economic setup of the society and became home-bound. . '
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Beceuee of thle 1ast development, whlph is to eome extent forelgn to

-;Semall culture, womenfolll were for a long time prevenﬁed from schools of
o~ participating. in urban economic. act1V1ﬁyo: Nevertheless as in many. parts

of Africa, women hawe; through the backdoor of first selling smell goods

 jmto each other and then carryzng openly on : the market, gradually changed
: attltudes, o : L L

B Women g educatlon 1n Somalle .

" The oenservatlsm .of our eoclety had generally been a great obstacle

,:-to educe.t:l.on° Several decades afier the boys! parents. coneented to . let
- “their. daughﬁers ‘attend’ schoolSeWomen a aiucatlon proper started in the
g*fortles and 1e ot far—reachlnga : : -

Economlc problems in the Somall Republlc had more effect on. the Female -
than the male section of the population. Although education in-Somalia is - °

fle,Iree, a father who could not afford to send all hlS chlldren to school, e
'-xwould glve prlorlty to his sons.. S . o .

It was a common bellef in Somalla, as in many other developlng countrlee

. xto conelder educatlon for girls as unimportant and not requlred° Thls bellef
i _was galned as a- reeult of two main factors._"i '

(a) The 1mpre551on’that educatlon vias a. perllege to be engoyed by,“ -
men only, : ‘ , e

(b) ‘The conflnement of" most Afrlcan womenfdﬂs especlally in: Musllm
. countrles, to homee, 5001a11y and rellwlouely._- Ca e L

The two jagt: faotors together w1th others prevented women from effectlve' , E

(fﬁpartlclpatlon 1n educatlon orn equal footlng W1th men.

- Though it afﬁerward took time to make people belleve that eduoatlon For'

L girls, ag their participation in .the economic.life, of . the country wasg needed,
" -with patience and.time.women geined a place, - though a minor one at that in
 31most all flelds of educatlonu . oo

Today glrls attend all levels of eduoatlon in Somalla,~'Ffom'primary .

. ._.jthey go - to secondary or vocational schools. . Even gome have, attended unlver51—f{,fe;f1
o 'tles abroad and . obtalned degree quahf:t.catlons° : : T

o s But fhe currlculae in schools have not yet adopted.themselvee to the apeclalﬂj ol
-,needs of Women though modest attempts have been made: in: some - vocetlonel train- -
ings” Plain as it is, the. proportion of vocational. tralning for girls dag com— R

" ‘pared to that For the male is very small. =~ Given this and the non-avallablllﬁy ,,"

of femalesi government offices and bu51neee alake were compelled 40 employ -

- men - in posts as infant and primary teachers, clerks,secretarlee and nurseea_
7. The: 1neompetence of the male in- these: fields hecame very acute and - thls
o empha31zed the need for female tralnees. ‘ ) ,

' A
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In order to remedy this deploring eltuatlon, the Government of the
Somali Kepublic hag lately been taking some con31derable progTammes for

=

' the improvement of voecational training for women. Consequently WOmen vere
given some faellltles in’ JOlnlng,the already limited in number, vocational.

L

institutions and even oo—educatlon was 1ntrodueed in ‘gome 1nst1tut10ns
to meet this deflclencya ' SR

Today in both the clerical tralnlng and teacher training centres or
colleges giris are enrolled. Spe01a1 nursing schools: are: ‘egtablished #With
the ald of UNIGEF and WHoa

Degpite this the number of women who could take advantage of theee
opportunities remain small. For ore thing the rate of drop-outs are higher
with girls than iz the case with the hoys.a - The traditional belief that a
woman's place is at home, is used to discourage further or vocational educa—
tion for women. A Woman is also compelled th dlsoontlnue her educatlon as

- soOn as. she flnds a eu1tora . - : L

Adult WOmen e&ucatlon

o An 1ncreaelng ‘awareness of the slgnlficance of adult educatlon in

.-1mprov1ng home—l1v1ng in the Somall communltJ has prevailed during the

last ten years. Due to such geruing awareness in the Republic of Somalia
fairly Well-organlzed centres were eetabllshed in some parts of the Republic
to provide married and unmarried  women with the approprlate knowledge and

experlences in home economicg and home management. .-

This was the Tirst spark whlch gave force *o prepare ‘Somali women for
better citizenship and provide thew with the proper training in ways and
means to elevate the standard of living in their homes. As, the. Somali women
showed. keén irtsrest in learning the fundamentals of home 1mproveme.n1;i other
centres were eetabllehed in other parts of the country. :

It wee found necessary that ‘attention is to be placed upon ralelng the

abilities and skilis-of the teachere of our women centres so as to be -able

to impart their keowledge and experlencee to thelr etudents efflelentlyo

For this purpose an intensive tralnlng programme of six monthe' duration
for in-service teachers in the women adult education centres was. implemented
last year and this year by UNESCO. In th1e programme a number of teachers

- were released from thelr duties to take part in the studies.

In prOV1d1nw thisg 1nten51ve programme the maln target was to prev1de

| 'partlelpante with more skills and ab111t1ee in the. theoretical subjects as’

well ag with the appropriate practices in sewing, home-crafts, food and -
nutrition,  laundry -and home: 1mprovement, chlld care and family plannlng,
and hyglene and sanltetlono : :
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Tran51t10n in famlly

There is llttle, 1f any, soclal transltlon in Somalla towards the

. modern muclear family. -Since the large majority of Somalis are yet nomadic,
it is necesgary to con81der both nomadic famlly unltv and settled famllj

units:

- Nomadic family units aré the traditional eﬁteﬁded'famiiy'unit, even

. . though-they live in the big towns like Hargeisa or Mogadiscio; and one still

- iz expected to support gnd: give housing to any:member of his extended family.
- Economic survival for the family as a whole demands this and demand is backed
1up by soc1a1 and rellvlous customsn : :

Thus, “for economic, rellglous, and social reasonsy the Somali, whether

~a.nomad or a town dwéller remains a member of the traditional extended family.
- Ae more. industry comes.to Somalia; this may change, -Up to now, no industries

- there call for a large number of workers2 and. thus the traditional family '
! jiunlt has’ not- been dlsturbed C

The questlon of women's role in the non~transition remains in good

_ meagure the same as that of the tradltlonal Muglim. She becomes a menber

of her husband's extended family unit upon marriage. IFf she objects to his

supporting members of his family, she is, more than likely, asking for a -
. divorce: for it is not a Somali woman's right attitude to be ungenerous

to the hugband's family. Furthermore, if she objects, she is not only out

- of his family! 8 good graces, but out of 5001ety generally.

The only dlfference is that the town women in modern Somalla hag a more:

' say in the choice of her husband than her counterpart in the rural area. This

will, of course, differ from one girl to another depending on the amount of
education she had and correspondlngly with the education of the would-be
husbandn :

' Somal}_WOmen and politics

‘The Somali women have been at the ranguard of the_movements for indew-
pendence. Many of them lost their lives during the hard struggle againsi
the colonial regimes. They were the spirit that never yielded and which

“moved men to action.

In recognition to their political conscientiousness the constitution
recognized their place in the society. Article 9 of the Constitution stipu~
lates (quotes) "A1llCitizens, without distinction of races of national origing
of birth; of language; of sex; of social and economic conditions or Oplnlon

are equal in right and in duty before the law'.
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In this way women enjoy equal poli%tical and legal rights and privileges
as men. Furthermore, Article No.J of the comstitution, in relation to the
- right of access of public functions, states 311 citizens who satisfy the
- required regulations of the law have equal rights of access to .publie funce
tion". - This law thus prevents any legal discrimination against women.

Furthermore, the labour code of the Somali Republic affords further
protection to the position of women in employment. The labour code for
ingtance protects expectant and nursing mothers in that they are given four
- months' leave during which periocd they could deliver the child and pass the
first period after delivery, Woreover; the nursing mother is also entitled
4o two working hours off-duty each day for a period of about gix months so
that she could give care to the child. L o ' .

, - Despite this equalify‘before the law, few women play a continuous part.
. in the political life. Many of them do not since independence, use their

. right of vote.  In the coming general election, however, several women have

placed themselves as candidates, for Municipal elections and one is rumning
‘for a seat in the National Assembly. Though women societies and organizations
are now being formed in big towns, the womenfolk have not yet organized them—
selves effectively. : E o

But as the number of professiohal and educated women inCreases, Somali

- women can look forward to playing a more important role in a1l fields in the
near future. _ - : : _

-
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