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| ,_SUGGESTEi‘)"Q%J_mINE_{FoR NATIONAL ANNUAL TCONOMIC SURVEYS

The development process in any country requires?that?e“coﬂtinuoﬁsj

and up-to~date assessment to be made of the state'of the-ﬁatzcosl;ecﬁncmy;‘”

One- of the most useful means of maklng such an asseSsment ig in b ”ﬁrm: T

of an annual survey of the, economy. Such a survey whlch -can be lockea

:upon as & descrlptlve 1nterpretat10n of the economy should be glven a -

'Wlde publlc clrculatlon to help meet the demands both 1n31de and out81de .i:.'.

pthe partlcular country for the 1nf0rmat10n contalned thereln. Eb 5

To. prepare such an annual survey requlres the backlng cf an efflclenu e

'.'organlsatlon which is able to- make avallable early and contlnuously the
'essentlal statlstlcal data, 1t also requlres the fullest cooperatlon of
the m1n1str1es responslble for economlc SUbJ@CtS and of “the larger prlvate

-organlsatlons, the statutory euthorltles and the central bank.a””

An examlnatlon of. the economlc and sﬁatlstlcal reports (1nclud1ng
development plans) of most of the countrles in Afrlca shows that the
'magorlty Would be eble to prepare surveys coverlng the suggested outllne
'glven 1ater in thls document.- Provlded there is. an efflclent statlstlcal
department and a speclallst unlt respons1b1e for the survey,_an annual '
survey could be prepared falrly early 1n the year succeedlng that to whlch
'1t would relate. Such'a BuIVey together Wlth an . essessment of the current
years trends is in any event required for the preparatlon of the Budget _
‘ 1n the country concerned and the tlmlng of 1ts publlcatlon Would probablyé'
be decided in practlse by the date of the Budget speech cr statement.

A further reason for the preparatlon of an annual econcmlc survey
ig to Provide a. means of checklng on the progress of the development '
plan in the partlcular country and of. prov1d1ng basgic 1nformat10n “for

.essent1el plan rev1s1ons. Ibvelopment plannlng coverlng both publlc

' _and prlvate sectors 1s 1ncreas1ngly belng used in the countrles in Afrlca

and in thls process there 1s a movement towards the preparatlon of flve— ;

year. plans., .
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The growth of sub-reglonal cooperatlon in Afrloa has already started
and the more fundamental subjects such as transport, trade, multlnatlonal

indugtries and mone tary affalrs rust be tackled urgently to speed up the

._growth rateg of the partlouler SUb~Te€10HS- Lack of basic data will 1mpede
the movement towards effective ccoperation and this is a further reason
5f.for ensuring that all countries are able to make available up—to~-date

'tklnformatlon on- their economic progress.

At present only a llmlted number of countrles in Africa publish annual

"economlo surveys although there are others which publlsh anhual statistical

summarles or- abstracts. It is pos51b1e that lack of profess1ona1 ‘staff or

- an inadequate appreolatlon of the value of the 1nformat10n whioh’ 1s given

in an annual eoonomlo survey is holdlng up the movement towards the Dbrepa-

ration of suoh surveys._ However the more fundamental reasons for making

',Huse of soaroe professlonal personnel to prepare such surveys are as follows::

. (a) The survey prov1des a means of eheoklng on the progress. “of the

. &COoNnomy ;

(b) it is fundamental for preparlng the annual budget of the central

government;

(¢) +the data collected ta. prepare the survey ig. essentlal for making

' revlslons to development plans and for preparlng new plans,

(d) 1t helps meet the requlrement to provlde data for 1nternatlonal

'agen01es ineluding aid donors,

(e) it provldes essentlal economic information of interest to

potential investors.

The. personnel respons1b1e for the preparatlon of an annual econcmic
survey nust have acoess to the relevant statistical data and should also
be involved in the development plannlng process.  Whilst a spe01e11st unit
for the annual survey of the economy could be sited in the statistical

department 1t would probably ke more effective ooouﬁying an intermediate

positionlbetween statistics and planning. As the survey 1ls in any évent,

essential for the Preparation of the annual budget, there is some merit
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in 31t1ng the unit in the Mlnlstry of Flnanoe although where a Mlnlstry

of Eoonomlo Affairs ex1sts 31t1ng here would probably be Just ag effective.
The actual 51t1ng Would be deolded by the organlsetlonaof the government
machine in the part1cular oountry, but w1th the movement towards s b-

' reglonal cooperatlon and poselbly towards coordlnatlon of plens ‘and thelr
tlmlng, 1t appears to be essentlal for all oountrlee to prov1de admlnlstra—
tlvely for a permanent unlt .which oould cover. economioc eurveys and the

1

‘_preparatlon of similar eoonomlo materlal on a oontlnulng bas1s. S ,

‘

f
The suggested outllne of the annual eoonomlo survey by headlngs iwm

'glven below. _ Where: praotlcable, statlstlcal data should be presented ’
according to reoommended 1nternat10nal standards and in the standard

forms- adopted by the Unlted Natlons.

l. Introduotlon, thls should give’ a broad summary of eoonomlo trends

1nolud1ng an appralsal of how the growth of the eeonomy compares w1th the
planned growth. Some emphasis should he given on how world eoonomlo
oondltlone have affeoted the partloular country w1th spe01a1 reference

to external trade and ablllty to obtaln aid and eapltal. Any 1mportant

changes such ag exohange rates for the currency, the creation of new -

- organs ‘of deveIOpment or a fundamental ohange 1n the polltloal ‘scéne
should be deecrlbed. A short assessment of the: eoonomlc outlook for the

'ourrent year should be 1ncluded.

2+ Population; the information here should cover the latest estlmates
-~ of populatlon and growth rates, a broad 1nd10at10n of the sex and age
dlstrlbutlon and of the lelelon between rural and urban p0pulat10n, and
Ry an- estlmate'of persons in wage employment by 1ndustrlal sector togethe& '
_with wages and salaries paid. ' !

ot

3 ~National“lnoome (for last ﬁhree years) thls should cover the Gross

:>Ibmest10 Produot at factor cogt in total and its breakdown by 1ndustr1al
sector, personal consumption, government ooneumptlon and 1nvestment._ Fbr
-the latter the level of gross fixed capital formation by 1ndustr1al eeotor
and type: of aeeet should be given, Income per heed should e sﬁown together

with data on ohanges in oonsumer prices and Wholesale prices lndex\numbers.-
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4. ‘External Trade (for last three years) to covér total imports.and

exports and trade balances; the main items exported; +the main items
imported and by commodity groupings; and the major tradlng partners.
Trade w1th African territories should be emphaslsed and detalls of
membershlp of Customs Unionsa, Eoonomio Communltles OT Other Economic
Areas in Africa speclfled together with recent developments. Membership
of trading areas outside Africa or special relatlonshlps should be given
(e.g., EEC, Commonwsalth etc.}. International Commodity Agreements of

gpecial interest should be shown,
5« FProduction

Ae Agriculture, the SUmMaTy should'oover the'major crops shoWing
the output of commercisl crops for the latést three seasons and giving
lnformatlon on consumphion CIops; in the case of - 11vestock total herds
‘and estimated slaughterings should be shown; for fighing an estimate of
production should be given and for foregtry the.latest estimates of the

area of forests, the production of wood by type and its disposal,
Tetaile should be govon of the processing of the output Qf agriculture,
livestock, forestry and fishing.
~In general major new developments should be ocutlined.
Speoial reference should be made to the transformation of the subsise
tence sector, to the development of cooperatives, marketing, credit and
" extension services, and the use of modern inputs such ag fertilizers,

'machinery'and better seeds. Details of such items as settlement schemes

and 1rr1gat10n projects should also be glven.

B, Mining. This should cover the productlon of major minerals and

their dlsposal, new developments, prospectlng and new dlscoverles.

C. Manufacturlng, here the production of major items or by the main

1ndustr1al groups should be, showng- new developments including multlnatlonal
plans should be outlined, Ietails of the framework for progress igCey
project investigatiohs,'a551stsqoe and guarantess for prlvate investors,
-indﬁsfriel promo tion, indﬁstrisl development‘organisations etc. should be

degerihed.




E/CN. 14/CAS 6/25
Page 5 -

Ievelopments in the field of small scale 1ndustry and the methods

of- asgistance should also be covered.

Detalls Where avallable of 1mport substltutlon developments and the

-growth of exports should be glven.

D Energv Industrles, thig should'oover the development of electri—

clty supplles and consumption 1nolud1ng major proaeots, and the. development

of oil refining and patterns of oonsumptlon. (Crude 011 produotlon and
coal output should be covered under,mlnlng). . The international aspeotiof

energy distribution should be included. -

B. Building and Construction and Capita) Formation. The struoture -

of the bulldlng and oonstruotlon 1ndustry together with output flgures

should bhe descrlbed. " Sonte 1nd10at10n of the industry's ablllty to produce Co

- the results required by the planned investment should be glven., The

_avallablllty of .local supplies for the oonstruotlon 1ndustry should also

be oovered together with the trend in bu1ld1ng oosts.rr

6. Transport and Oommunloatlons, thls ghould oover the development

and malntenanoe of the Toad system including progress on international '

: l;nks and.open;ng.up various region within the_oountry, details of road

vehicles licensed, new registrations and road moitcr services. For the T

rail system new developments should be described together with traffic
statistios and those of the rolling'stook. With waterborne transport
details of developments on 1n1and waterways and of seaborne transport
‘should be glven 1nolud1ng port and harbour statlstlos and the growth of

local shipping lines. The development of air trangport covering 1nternal

'and international services and the growth of airport traffic should be
'desorlbed. Plpellnes are now being used within Africa and the neoessary-
'detalls ghould be given. Some oommentary on the development of telecommun—

" ications and postal services should be 1noluded.

Te Commerce, a descriptiOn:of the existing trading sjstem, of new
developments including the more active participation of Africans in
commerce and the growth of etatehtrading‘bodies should be covered. Special

emphasis should be made of the trade in agricultural produce and any figures
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ol owgrsover inciuded. Sowme ccamoluary ‘G e ezlqtlng prloe control
meohani g together with sction tazon o oo’Laln or reduoe e11st1ng price

levels should ve included.

o

B, Tourism and Personal Qervioes;uthis shouldiooﬁer ihe-develOPment

of touriem partloularly as & ‘source of forelgn ourrenoy (or of forelgn

'ourrenoy sav1ngs) and. the avallable and planned fa01lltles.

9 Eduoatlon, the progress made towards the goal of unlversal prlmary
eduoaﬁlon, the: development of seoondary, teohnloal, agrleultural, professlo~=.
ngl and higher education should be desorlbed and ‘the latest enrolment

atatlstlos (ooverlng three years) glven. "

10." Health, details of the progrees towards improved ﬂealtﬂ gervices
' 1nolhd1ng the development: of serv1oes in the rural ‘areas, should be glveﬂ

togeuher w1th statistics of medloal personnel and hospital’ faollltles. A_

l: note on the development of looal tralnlng faollltles should be. 1noluded

Eetells of any speolal problems or prospect CeZay Te Be surveys, bilharzia

or malar;a eradication schemes sghould also be‘soveredr'

ll.\ Hou51ng and Urban Affalrs, a b*lef out Llﬂe oi developmenﬁe in

thls fleld should be attempted.

120 Investment and its Flnanolng, ﬁheﬂfollomlng.maim héadings should

be covered.

,(a) the total invesiment annmually over the latest three years, the
methods of financing and if*aveilable’the relationship of the

regults aohleved to those antlolpated
(b) -planned investment for future years and methods of flnan01ng,

(¢) external aid by domor (e.p., UN, USAID, EEC, FED, FAC, eto.)

received and expecteds;
(d)‘ fomeign lending to. the public sector;
(e) ‘private investmeut capital‘flows;

(£) internal saring.,
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(g) Industrialrand'AgrionltUTa1‘ieVelopment Banke‘and\Corporations;

v
EEE

1 e e

Central Bank and Commbrdiél,Benksgr money in‘oifoulationg

Lok S
—
5 -
S

external eSSets and liabilitiess 1nterna1 aeeets and, llabllltlee.

‘13; Publlc Finance, thls should. oover for three years the Becurrent

Budget and Expendlture, the Development Budget and Expendlture and the
Public Iebt. Tetails of the balanoe of paymente and 1nternatlonal

o 1ndebtedneee ehould also be glven. . S . : I

14. Economlc Plannlng and Statletlcal Serv1ces, ‘tﬁis heading shonld;

1

‘cover:
(a) the, formulation of new long term plans, new annual plang and
the revieion'of_exieiing plans; "
_ (b)'.manpowef pianning,'exisﬁing'andkrecognised future shortages of
'-flooal personnel for hlgher and midale grade pvosts and proposals

' for fllllng gape 1nelud1ng the use of technical aeelstanoe'

(c) stetletlcal eeTV1oee for eeonomlo development, the organleatlon,
1eurrent work and’ ehortages,.- S = '

(d)e'eoonomle servicesg for development plannlng, the organlsatlon,

| E v '

ourrent wonk and ehortages. . :

15.' Blbllography - a llet of eoonomlo and statlsﬁleal publloatlons

issued in the last three years 1nolud1ng those igsued by euoh bodies as

'.Centrel and Commerolal Banks, large prlvate flrme and statutory bodies,



