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_ Madame Pre31dent,

L ‘; I would flrst lxke to express our gratltude to the Government and‘
‘ .P”h”'p90ple of Bthiopia’ ‘for the kind welcomé and the hospitality they have

: gzvan usﬂ51nce our grrival in their beautiful city. :.The hogpitality,
“’halp 4 reaﬁ deal towards maklng ourconférence a8 suaeess.if

| The confldenoe which hag . been placed 1n you will
Hio- doubt Yo reWarde hy “the dlllgence Wlth Whlch ycu w111 ponduct our
meeting fof the-next week and a half, LA e

o I cannot forget to express, on beh@lf of my delegation,- our thanks

Lei g grdhe’ erman Foundation ‘and the ECA who have’ made it possible for us to

: gather here"to dlsbuss thiSmeortant aspect of, our contlnent's d331re for
rapid’ development in-all flelds.,[ o : SRR S

”‘Madame Pres1dent,“_-,__ b Daatean e aﬂ-qﬁ'_gﬁ m;;:,, o
o SRR PP SRS RIS S S _
' ?‘In Tanzanla, after our’ attalnment of 1ndependence and wore”: “Bo after
the adoptlon by 'the, massed’of our country of .the -Arusha Deglaration (of
“whiel:I° ‘shall 'saya’ ‘1ittls MOT® . later) our empha31s has shlfted from - ...
dlscusSLng*natlpnal 1séuee at the level. ‘of .men or . women . to ;that of all
Tanzanlans‘lrreSPectlve éf thelr,sex. The., party and’ the Government _
assigted by all national ‘ihetitutions have dedicated themselves to. creatlng
a classless_soclety in which all citizens enjoy equal rights, privileges '
and accept equal responsibilities. In other words, Madame President, the
role of women in the development of our nation is very much the same asg
that of all able-bodled people. -
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At the time of our 1ndependenoe in 1961, we realized that if our
'country was to make rapid progress, it was essential that women live on
terms of full equality with mer. In fact this had been realized from the
very early days of our independence struggle when the party spelled out
the rights of all citizens irrespective of their race or sex. National
reconsirTuction was realized to be the task of every one and the party

. has:consistently put weight behind the prlnClple of equal”ty so that jin

~'Tanzanis women occupy important positions at all level'” *leaﬁershlp

_and-labour. In the civil service and in other product @n_lnstltutlons
women are side by gide with their male oounterparts. It-is esPeclally
noteworthy that we have in Tanzania women workihg in what were tradltlonally

. called ™men's Jobs“ in industry and factorles. : :

We have thus made progress in a number: of flelds but we reallze that
certain traéltlons rand - pmactlces under colan_"llsm are noh. eaSy to 7
éradicate in a short perlod of time. We:- knoWr hat - if women' prepare them~-
selves to take revolutlonary tasks ard to discard once and for all practises
that tend to limit their scope for greater contribution to the building of
the natlon, we ghall have won the debate of deflnltlons of roles.

The ohallenge of WOmen‘s organlzatlons in our country 1s, ‘d8 our PTeSLdene;
__Mwallmu Julius Nyerere sald recently, "o imbue the women in this country
'Wlth a revolutlonary splrlt so a8 to bulld a haalthy and dlgnlfled Natlon"

Wbmen’s organlzatlons, draw1ng support fromithe party, wozE Eldsely with
the Governmen't in ‘Adult Bducation programmes ‘and have 'at all ‘time's respond
ed with more enthusiasm than men. At these adult education. classes various

-other thlngs are taught “to- women ‘and. these include consultatlons or. health
and nutritional requlrements for the famlly, new msthods of 1ncre331ng
efflclency, runnlng of conoperatlves or - small way31de Ainnsg- and varlous
other things. : :

: The UWT, the Uhlon of Tangania Wbmen, wh1ch is afflllated to.the -ruling
party of TANU and” AFRG/SHIRAZI hag' started child welfare centres’ wheTe
mothers can send their children to, Whlle they themselves go 10, work or
attend to other national self-help tasks,

Our party‘s pollcy of s001allsm and self—rellance as l&ld down in the
. Arusha Declaration has given the women of Tanzania even greater a role
than ever hefore., On the ba31s that no man or class should be’ allowed
to exP101t anether, women in’ Tangenia derive equal: benefits from employh'
ment in all sectors at eqpal pay as their male workers. - ‘In ‘other words
. the prlnclple of dqual pay for equal work has been relnforced by the
.. alliance of workers and’ peasants on a non~dlscr1m1natory s001a11st
N prlnclple-" e e SR
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The Arusha Declaration has also strengthened the position of women
by calling on all people and the State itself to be self-reliant and noit
to expect that the major factor of development is external aid. The Arusha
Declaration has also awakened and strengthened the spirit of both men and
women to attain the national culture, e.g., the youth movements are carrying
out the campaign of discouraging the wearing of mini-skirts, the changing
of colour by using chemicals and the wearing of wigs.

The status of women is therefore not defined on a legal basis but on
a principle which is striotly adhered to at all levels of national endeav—
our. In our naticnal service scheme boys and girls learn to perform tasks
together for mutual development and defense of the country. I should like
to point out here that due to our proximity to territories which are still
under colonial domination (Mozambigue, Rhodesia, South Africa and Angola)
and the danger that this poses to our own naticnal security, women have
joined the front line for defense, again with equal respect and responsibil-

ity as for the men.

To conclude, Madame Chairman, it is our hope that this meeting will
discuss seriously what concrete contributions to the development of our
countries women can make. We would more especially hope that this meeting
will not waste its time discussing the perennial question of who rules in
the house or whether men should cook and take care of family chores like
women do. These issues, while being important, are in our opinion, matters
that should come under sach country's cultural peculiarities.

Our delegation will co-operate with you Madame Chairman and all other
delegates here to make this meeting fruitful and we hope that the contacts
we shall bhave here will form a basis for fubture co-operation and useful

- exchanges among ourselves based on our experiences at this important

juncture of African development.
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