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This dOCUDent was prcpo.r0d in pursuu.nco of resolution 230(X), 
adoptod by the ECA Confer~nco of Ministors at its first ooeting on 
13 Fobruary 1971, in which the Executive Secret~y of ECA was requosted, 
inter alia, to prepare as part of the Coo~issionfs work progr~Jme 
Ita demographic manual which will contain concepts and definitions suitable 
for African countries." 

Following the adoption of-that resolution, the first session of 
tho Conference of African Deoographers-, Deeting at -Accra in DecoClbor 
1971, recommended that ECA should "cooplote the draft of the demographic 
IDanualco~tajp~ng concepts and dofinitions suitable for use in African 
oountries for presentation at the next Conferonce of African Deoographers 

_and African Statisticians." 

This recomoendation 1,/,-.ts roi teratod by the first Conference 
of Demographers of OCAM, which stresscd the urgent ne0d to provide 
the countries of the rogion with a manual of demographic concepts and 
definitions compatible with African realities. 

Furthermore, the sooinar on basic demographic data evaluation 
techniques organized by ECA and held from 16 to 27 July 1973 emphasized 
the importance of the draft manual and, in addition, recoDoended that 
a seminar should be organized to examine the draft. 

On the basis of this series of reconmendations and resolutions, 
the ECA Population Progroo[]o Centre undertook the prep~1.tion of tho 
Ulanua10 

In spite of the many other tasks facing it under its work 
programme, staff recruitment problems and the very closo deadline 
iGlPosed for the publication of the document, this now section of ECA 
undertook tho task of submitting a draft manual to the second session 
of the ConferenqG of African Demographers.- _. 

This work by the Population Progr~~me Centro produced thG present 
draft manual, which is being submittGd to the Conference. 

11 This introduction deals with the presentation of the draft manual 
and i13 methodology. 
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In this way it was thought that African deoographers would 
be provided with the background inforoation necessary to evaluate the 
document. Cll that basis, let us examine the structure of the IJanual 
of demog:raphic concepts and definitions suitable for African conditions. 

4.. :b-iIJS of tho l:1anual of deIJogr;aphic concepts a.nd definitions 
suitable for African condition~ 

Since it cannot be regarded as a dictionary, nOI' as a general 
demographic IJanual, we believe that the oanual of demographic concepts 
and definitions suitable for Af"rican conditions is a tool which will 
plac. at the disposal of researchers and specialists in Af:."ican 
demographYr on the one hand, a series of demographic concepts and 
expressions which the dooographer will find extremely delicate to 
define in tho African context ~nd, on the other, a definition of each 
of these concopts which is cOlrlpati ble vTi th Afrioan reali ties o 

The document is thu.s a tis1.1ng of deoographictcrms and 
expressions foll(lwed by definitions applicable in the African context; 
but it c?ntains only those ter~s and e.xpressions whose sense or 
content differs substnntially froC1 that usually recognized outside 
AfricaG 

The draft manual of demographic concepts and '.expressions suitable 
for African c?nditions· contains, firstly, terC1s and expressions which 
are fami~iar in demogr~phic uS[Je although their meaning Dan not 
always be equivalent to -~~lat u.3ually recognized in other countries 
of the world and, secondly, concepts which are utilized exclusively 
in Africa(' Its novelty lays in the fact -~hat ~ attem:pt has been made 
to bring out within the definitions the fundamental differences which 
exist between traditional definitionsll and definitions applicable to 
African realities. This is the approach which has constantly guided 
us throughout the preparation of this Danual~ It also influenced the 
methodol~applied, which now deserves a few words of description. 

5. Methodology used in the proparation of the manual 

The methodology used 
on the following premise: 
traditionall1 deC'logr-aphic 
principally froC'l the fa.ct 

in the preparation of this C1anual was based 
that difficulties encountered in applying 

concepts and definitions in Africa deriT8 
that particular deIJographic phenoIJena display 

if See the noto on pago 3 concerning the I:leaning of "tradi tional ll
• 
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numerous Glanifestations within our continent~ a.nd that the extreme 
' diver sity of these oanife'st ations resul'ts in their not always being 

" cover~d by, t he' traditional definiti ons.. I n or der to OVerCOIJ6 t h is 
' diff'icUlt~7'~, vTe believe that one s olution is a ppllcable: ona !Dust , 
wheneve.~ P'}E,j':"t)lG, dis"':ing,.:dsh among the "Ii0.!'ious oG._:~ f ~HJ+at;l. ;Jne which 
appear in Africa, and then regard -these manifosta tions as 60'· oany 
concepts 1i'hioh have becone adapted to African eondi t::.cns o 

In order to clarify this i dea, let us return to the example of 
the~~ncept of "Glarr iago"e We agree that, as a generic term~ this 
conoept is no '1; suited to' African cond Hionso Marriage det'ined as 
a "union bet~4"een two persons".,," appears in various forms in the 
Afrir:a~ context" In Africa one finds the jurid~E-l !:i a"C'ria~ the 
marriage PJ: custo~ the, relig i ous Clarri~e .... s omet i Gles confused with 
the marriage in :cul:! tom - and , l ast ly; common-lali' marr iages" In our 
viewi" eacyh of thE} :f,our underl ined. phrases is a concept derived from 
ma.::.-riage, and' 'is adapted. t o Afr i can: conditions . ' This new arrangement 
also has the advantage of a llowing for t he possibility of restructuring 
the traditional concept" In the Qase of marriege, the g.r. (1).p of der~ved 
oonc,epts apart fr-or.1 common-law marriage s would re;...form the meaning of 
t he' ,traditj.onal concep'~" 

Thus t he aim of the nethodology applied ia the pr eparation of the 
draft' nian1.l.a.~_ was a. direct one : 

Firstly, to collect a ll t he traditional dAmographic ooncepts and 
e~pressions which had one or s evera l spe~ial Cleani~gs in Africa, and, 
seoondly, ',:.:) conoeive withi n the African framewCl~'lc new term s}, to be 
k~own as, derived ooncepts, which would reilect the oorresponding 
man;l.f'estaotions as ac0u."C'ately as possible" 

'-The final task was that of forclUlat i ng as pr'3cisely as possib le 
a definition o:f the new de'n ogTo.phic concepts ... 

Carrying out .·hhis task was a delioa~e ope:'.'a-(;j,o~~ beoause of 
the dif~icu.::, t:i as · imrolved in distinguishi ng cer t ain n tlances be'cwe en 
the , trad i tional defj.ni tions and the Afr ioan def initions l}; and also 
be6a.u.se of our~.nadeqllat,e' knowledg e of tho f orms which ' such phenomena 
ta~Eft,hroughou.t Afi· ica,; , 

i ," " , ' 

,if BY: '~tiic.ir.l ,defini t:l~ns are 'meant defini ti:ous existing in nat ional 
so'urC'e8~ 
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For the task of listing thG demographic concepts and expressions, 
we made use of the multilingual dictionary. For the purpose of 
defining the terms, we used, in addition to the multilingual dictionary, 
various other doo-.ments Y available in the Population Programme Centre. 
These doouments assisted us in formulating and defining the new 
conoepts(. 

5.1. Use was made of the oultilingual dictionary as follows: 

(a) All traditional demographio conoepts and expressions were 
noted. 

(b) A critioal study was made of the traditional definitions 
of the oonoepts f eatured in the dictionary, taking into·· 
account both Afrioan definitions and definitions foroulated 
on the basis of the African Recommendations ••• and also 
our knowledge of the phenomena involved. 

(c) A distinction was drawn between, on the one hand, terms and 
expressions whoSG dGfinitions, as set out in the multilingual 
dictionary, oorresponded perfectly with those which were 
applicable in the ~frican context and, on the other, terms 
and expressions which have special meanings in Africa. 

(d) All demographio terms and expressions which had meanings 
which differed from those covering manifGstations of the 
corresponding phenomen~ in Africa were listed and underlined. 

!'l . In oases where there is no fUnd~ental inoonsistenoy between the 
traditional definition and the African definition, but merely different 
shades of meaning, we have sicply noted at the end of the traditional 
definition the restriotions or extensions of the application of the 
oonoept wi thi.:. Afrioa .. 

In oases where the diotionary definition is identioal to the 
Afrioan definition, the tGrms and expressions oonoerned have been 
identified by underlining with a dotted, line. Although we have not 
redefined the teros and expressions whose definitions in the multi­
lingual diotionary are aooeptacle, we felt it necessary to mention them 
in the draft oanual in order that they should not be forgotten. 

11 The documents used inolude replies to the Population Programme Centre 
questionnaire sent, in August 197~, to national statistical servioes, 
survey and oensus reports, the African Recommendations for the 1970 
Population Censuses and manuals for enumerators. 
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5.2. Use was made of the other documents as follows: 

(a) Concepts and definitions applicable to the countries of 
Africa were sought both in survey and census reports and in 
manuals for enumcrators and ot.her available documents 
relating to African demography. 

Disputable . conccpts and definitions froo the multilingual 
diotionary were modified, either by replacing them entirely 
with definitions and concepts compatible with African 
demography (dorived conoepts and definitions), or by' 
extending or restricting the traditional meanings set out 
in the demographio diotionary. 

5.3. Briefly, the decographic concepts proposed in this draft 
manual fall into two large groups: 

(i) The first group contains traditional concepts, that is, 
those whose coaning, as given in the multilingual dictionary, 
corre'sponds perfectly with the meaning which applios in .the 
A£.rican contextJ . 

. .. , . 

(ii) The second group contains new ' qoncepts(derived conoepts, 
and concepts which can be applied only in Africa). 

. 

The definitions of demographic concepts and expressions set out 
. in the draft manual m~ be grouped into four main groups according to 
their origin: 

(a) Definitions drawn from national sources 

These definitions have'been published in population survey and 
oensus reports. Other definitions in the sa.cle group were gathered with 
the assistance of the ECA Population PrograQme Centre questionnaire; 
and others appeared in oanuals for enuoerators.· These last are followed 
by a note in brackets indicating the source for the definition (name 
of the country which foroulated it; nature and date of the operation 
which gave rise to the definition; and the document in which the 
definition was published). On occassion, various national definitions 
ILl83 all correspond to a single concept. In such cases, it will be the 
task of the African demographers to select one of tho proposed 
definitions, normally the one which is best suited to African conditions. 
If nOne of the proposed defihitions ILloets t his requirecent, it will be 
for the demographers concerned to consider the various proposals before 
them and, from those proposals, establish an accepted form which is 
most compatible with Afr'lcan realities. 
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Definitions whioh have been drawn from the United: !tattons 
mul tilingual q,iotionary an.i.. whioh have under..t\£!!LB:!L.e'i"'t'9rlsion. 
or a. restriotion 'o'f t he tradi tiona).' meaning 

.. ". 

For this grou.p of d~fi~itions; 'inforlI)a.tion as to extensions and 
restriotions of usage was obtained, firstly, fro'm natiorial sources and, 
seoondly, . from the .A,;f'rioan Reoornrnendati0l'ls for the 1910 ~opulation Censuses. 
,Certa.in ohanges'are ,t~e 'result'of our own ri:Jfleotions.i·The definitions 
in this seoond group are followed 'by' the' 'worde . "demographio diotionary" 
in brackets. 

. .-~ . 
(c) African for the 

dooument issued 

I< ", .. 

These definitions correspond to oonoepts and expressions whose 
meaaing has not, to our knowledge, been accU):'ai;elydefined by any country 
in its national dooumentso ,The',definitions drawn froo tho African 
Rl'3oot:linendations for the 1910 Population Censuses are] l~_ke the other 
definitions, followed by an indication of the Bomoe in brackets .. 

(d) Defin1tionacorre sJ?onding to oona-epta a,nd expressions de,fined 
~either in national souroes nor in t he Afrioan R00ommendations 
for the 1910 Po'pulation Censuses 

The definitions in this gr'.Jup are oerely prr,posals on our part, 
and' appear in the ,draft manual in: orde~ to pI'ovide a basis for considera~ 
tion by the African demographers. These dofinitions are followed, by. the 
word "suggestion" in braokets.. . 

The above outi:i.neder:lOnstr'ates once agaiii' th3.t, at its present 
stage, the manual of .demographic 00noepts and definitions suitable for 

'Afrioan conditions is no more' than a, pre,liminary workipg ,papE'..I';, it, will 
need to be improved by means of fruitfUl OD-operation between the experts 
of the IJopu1ation Prograr:JmeCentre 'and national experts in d~mography. 

'It .wi11 no doubt be essential for t119 experts' of the ,Population 
Programme 'Centre who are responsible for: preparing the manuc;l.l toviBit 
a. 'large' number 'of Afrioan oountries,on miss,;Lons with, the aim of ' 
investigating and seeking definitions for v~ious, phep,or:Jena{J It liou1d 
also be, desirablo, on oompletion of the inveAt:i,gation:s,p1an1'led ,under 

. 'the ,methodology 'of ,the manual, to organize 3. seminar atterlded: by:· 
demographio exper·tsfrom the region, dm-ing whioh, these experien,oed., 
'demographers would' 'examine the final, version of t~~ manual and, 'wh~r·e 
appropr.iate,:express 'their views on the matter.. How~vel',"'1>e,nding . 
attainment of those still distant stages i:) the pr:eparaJi:qnof : the 
manual, 113'1:; us examine how the dooument is arrang3d q 
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6. Structure qfthe draft oanual 

This draft manual is oooposed of two oain parts: 

(i) 

(ii) 

The first; part contains running t ext', i.e. concepts grouped 
by su'bject and,' where necessary, followed by a definition. 

" - rI • 

The seoond part, designed to aid the user of the draft 
manual, oontains an alphabetical index. 

The fir s t part is divided into nine ohapters, in the SaDe w~ 
as tpe multilingual dictionary. These chapters cover the following 
~ubjeots: 

Chapter 1 t General conoe~ts (Concept and definition of demography, 
o~noept of population, various branches of deoography, 
statistical units used in de~ography: individual, 
household~ family, dwelling, vital events ••• , 
popula tion statisticsJ oonoepts and def i nit ion of 
peroentages, rates, relative frequenoies, indioes ••• ) 

Chapter 2 I The Troa t ment and Prooes s in 
Statis tios Sources of population statistics i censuses, 
surveys, population r egi s ters, vital records, extrac­
tion of data, accuracy of results) 

Chapter 3 I Distributioa and Classi f ioation of the Po ulation 
Geographical distribution of the population: 

administrative units; sedentary population, nomadio 
populationJ distribution .o·f the population by place 
of residence; urban, rural, town, village ••• , dis tri­
bution by .age, by sex, by na.tiona.lity, by rel igion, 
by education.al ·status, by occupational classifi cation. 
econooic actiV'ity, occupation, industry) 

. Chapter 4 I Morta.lity and Morbidity (Concepts and de~initions 
of mortality, ooncept and definition of morbiditYJ 
diseases and causes o.f death J mortality statistics) 

Chapter 5 Nuptiality (Concept and definition of nuptiality, 
ooncept and definition of marriage, divorce, marriage 
statistios) 

Chapter 6 I Fertility (Concept and definition of fertilitYJ 
births, abortion, sterility, statistics of fertility) 



E!CN.14!CAD.2!13 
Page 1,0 

, . 

Chapter 7: Population Growth; Replacement (Natural movement, 
natural growth, negative growth, rate of increase, 
deternina.tiorl-of population grow,th, p:opul'cftion 
projootions) 

Chapter 8 I Migration (Concept and definition of I:ligration, 
V'arious typos of migration; place of departure, plaoe 
of arrival; concepts of residence; length of 
residonco •••• , migration statistiCS) 

Chapter, I Eoonomic and Social Aspeots of DemOgraphy (Over­
population; under-population; optimum'pop~lation, 
opticUm rate of change; social status groUps, sooio­
economic groups, maximum population; population 
polioy ••• ) , e 

The a1phabetical index which"i'ollows, contains all the conoepts 
'used in ~he draft manual. 

'Finally, an ann-ex to tho draft manual lists documents which 
'oontain internationa.l recorrir:lOrida tions concerning definitions of oertain 
demographio terms. This list 'also appears in the multilingual dictionary. 

The ,ahove oonatitutes the, introduction to tho fir'st draft manual 
of'demographio conoepts and definitions suitable, for Afrioan oonditione. 
Sinoe the introduotion concentrates on our conoeption of the manual, 
and on the methodology to be applied, we felt it neoessary to submit 
i~ to the Afrioan demographers in advaace for ~pproval. Pending such 
,a.pproval'" we :.hav.e begun", t,o apply, the }ideas and :'tho I:letbodology described 
in the present document~ 

Aooordingly, we have drawn up a questionnaire which has been sent 
to national statistical servi'ces in order to collect various ooncepts 

'and definitions ourrently being applied, or 'due to be applied, in 
African countries. We havo, moreover, prepared a nuober of chapters 
of the draft manual in accord::mce with the proposed methodology. 

:on the assUmption that.,all .. thereplie,s; to the quost'i"onnaire reaoh 
ueby the'end of Februn.ry 1974, we' will be in a position to prepare 
the draft manual aooording to the following timetable • 

.. r i 
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End of 1975 
beginning of 1976 

1976 

1977 
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Completion of tho two parts of the draft 
manual 

Study of the draft manual by ~ group of 
experts meeting in a speoial seoinar 

: Submission of the draft manual to the 
Conferenoe of African Dooographers 

: Editing and printing of the final version 
of the Manual of Demographic Conoepts and 
Definitions Suitable for Afrioan Conditions 

... .. . LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS .. 

A. 
Adj. 
Adv. 
Af. Recs. 

Mult. Diot. 
N. 
Neol. 
Part. 
Pl. 
PPC 
Rept. 
Va 

Arohaio; in former use 
Adjeotive 
Adverb 
Afrioan Reoommendations for the 
. 1910 Populn.tion Censuses 
Multilingual Diotionary 
Noun 
Neologis[J 
Partioiplo 
Plural 
Population Progracce Contre 
Report 
Verb 
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PART ONE 

DEMOGRAPHIC CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 
SUITABLE FOR AFRICAN CONDITIONS 

CHAPTER ONE GENERAL CONCEPTS 

1. DeClography 

2. 

1.1. Traditional definitions 

1.2. Various branohes of demography 

1.3. DeQographio definitions suitable for Afrioan 
oonditions 

Statistioal units used in demography 

2.1. The individual or person 

2.2. The household 

2.3. The family 

2.4. Tho dwelling unit 

3. Population statistics 



1. DEMOGRAPHY 

1.1. TRADITIONAL DEFINITIONS: 
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Demograpl::!z. has traditionally been defined as the scientific 
study of human populationa( •• Q)1/, primarily with respect to thoir 
size, their structUro-iindthcir development (cf" Mult. Dict,,) .. 

---- - - - - - - - - -- The- concept-of popul<ltion_givcs rise to those of person (POll), 
individual (" •• ), ~nha~:!! (0 .. ) ,- -{o-t~'lr iiUJ::jD~ ~ -.... J , - and- un! verse -C--..,,). _ . 

- --- - - --- -

From demography are formed demogr~phi~ ( ••• ) and ~~apher ( ••• )~ 

1.2. VARIOUS BRANCHES OF DEMOORAPHY: 

Various main branchos arc oonventionally distinguishod within· 
demography" 

1 0 2.1 •. IN TERMS OF CONTENT, these branches are 
divided into three main groups, which toge.tAer :foro qU<1l1titative 
demography. These groups arc: 

(a) Descriptive dCDography, which ueals with the numbors, 
- -gco15I'aphica l- ~~Btri llution- a.nd .g<m_or_al_ 9h~acteristics of hunan 

populat:i.ons from a purely descriptive standpo-inli (of ; Mult" - :D±ct ... -)-

(b) Formal demograp~y, also known as pure or theoretical 
demography, which is tho study of quantitative relations alJong demo­
graphic phCnOGlOna in abstraction froo their association with other 
phenomena (cf. Multo Dict.). 

(c) Population analysis, which is used by SODC demographers in 
a restricted sense cooparable to the restricted l1caning of thooretica1· 
demography. It may occasionally be used to mean the drawing of 
inferenccs from d'ata colleotod in er.lpirical investigations. SOlJetir:lOs 
it has been restr~oted to that part of theoretical demography which 
makes use of mathematical Dethods. (Qf. Multo Dicto) 

- --- -- -
- - - - - - - - - - - -

1/ The symbol ( ••• ) is a temporary substitute for a cross-reference 
which will enable tho reader to find the definttion of the concept 
which precedes the syQbol. 
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When deQographic phenooona aro studied in actual populations~ 
the term population studios is often used (cf~ Mult. Dict. h 

lq2.2. IN TERMS OF THE SUBJECT MATTZR of population 
studies, we find: 

(a) Economic demography ,which i,8 tho -study, bfrela tiona 
botween demographic phenomena and econooic phonoDenaa 

.h·:, ·.(b) Social domography, which is.the study of relations botween 
deDographic phenooena and social phenomena" 

(c) Hiotorical dODoBrapbY9 which is tho study of the histt.ory 
of population developc19nt through tioe~ 

Mather::mtical dcmogr3.p~ is used for any Mathematical tree..tment~ 
inoluding the application of mathematical fUnctions to emp~;ical data 
(cf, Mnlt. Diet.). 

Pop~lation theorios roprosent over-all app~oachos to the question 
of population. Thoy geno~ally 'snrvG as a bc.sl..s fOl'populatiol1 policy ( ••• ). 

. . .. ". , 

1.30 DEFINITIONS SUITABLE FOR AFRICAN CONDITIONS 

The traditional definitions of dembgrap4y and its ~arious r~anches 
which are set out aboyo are porfectly Buited to A;frtcan conditions. 

Tho main lind .. tat'ion which' 03.Y be ioposed on· those definitions in 
African conditions is. that not' all aspe0ts of demograp4y have.. yetreaohed 
the stage of evolution attained in otbor continents. The fact that 
African demographic clata (,: 0 C') are inadequate and fragmon'bary ~eans' 
that several branohes of demography are still ata.n cr:Jbryonic stage 
in Af'rica. .. 

It can thus bo stated that the qonoept of demograp4yhas the same 
sense .in Africa as in other continonts. The. only roscrvation ",hioh 
needs to' be made concerning Af'ri,can deoography istha:t it is f~ from 
embracing all the aspeots of demograp4y whioh are enumerated in the 
traditional definitions (Suggestion). 
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2. STATISTICAL UIlITS USED IN DEMOORAPHY 

The units used in deDography include the individual or person, 
and the family. 

2.1. The individual or person - also formerly referred to 
as a head - is defined as the fundament a l unit anong a given populatione 

, ; 
2;.2. The household has traditionally been defined as a 

sooio .... eoonomic unit~ consisting of individuals who live together 
(of. Mult. Diet.). 

In order to ·facilitate comparisions between countries, it haa 
been recommended that a household should be defined as a group of 
individuals living and tak!tig 'their Deals together within a single 
dwellings ( ••• ). . 

In Africa, most oountrios have adopted this definition of the 
household for tho"Purposos of oensuses ( ••• ) and demographio surveys 
( .. 0). (Cf. the manuals for onumer a tors used in various oountries, 
and. the various replies' to tho PP.C questionnaire o ) 

The following definition of household has also been offereds ' 
In Afrioan conditions a household is a group of persons who have passed 
·~he night preceding the first day i)f the oensus or nurvey in the same 
dU011ing (Tunisia; replies to the PPC questionnaire 1 and Caoeroon ... 
on-thc-spot interview)l. 

For the traditional African environment J it is suggested that the 
definition of the household should also be based on the presenoe, 
among tho group under oonsideration, of a person recognized by ALL 
other persons in the gro~p as the head of the housohold o (Suggestion.) 

Accordingly, an African household might be defined as a group 
of persons who share meals and a single dwelling unit (.0.) on a daily 
basis y and which conta.:ln's one' member recognized· lfi"ALL the others as 
the head 'of the household (Suggestion). ' 

11 The members of one single household must necessarily take meals 
together every day and share a single dwelling unit, except fo~ oases 
which do not arise from the deliberate action of a given member of 
the household a 
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From the concept of household are derived those of private 
household and composite household. 

The ox:pression 'Private household has the sar.w I:lOarl.Lng as the 
concept Df hott8ehold~ 

A oomposite household is oomp9sed of a group of ~ersons who 
generally have no relationship··C .... ) with'eaoh other, but who live 
t'ogether for the purposooi'travel or' stu.dy, or for reasons of health 
or disoipline, or in ordortoworkJ in a hotel, a hall of residencet 
a hospital or a barraok- (Tunisia; replies to the PPC questionnaire). 

" . 

The study of housohold composition gives rise to the oonoept 
of relationship. between the head o.f the household and the o.ther members • 

. The relationship of a given member of a household with the head 
of the household makes 'it possible to determine 'what that. member 
represents for the head of the household • 

. In a household. of the west~rn type, the relationship existing 
lie.tween the: hoaaof the. household.' andeaohother member .of the house­
hold may be one of the fOllowing: father, mother, brother, sister, 
grandfather, BI,1:mdmother, unole, .?-unt, son, daughter, cousin, nephew, 
nieoe, grandson, granddaughter, ..... 

In such households, tho father of a.given person P is defined 
as tho man who has begotten P •. 

The ~~ of P is tho woman who gave birth biologioally to P. 

The brother (sister) of Pis the man (woman) born·of the same 
father and the same mother as p. 

. The ~andfather of P is the father of prs father (paternal 
grandfather or tho fath~r of pts .mother (maternal grandfather). 

. . . The ~andmother .. o:£P. is the nother of P' B .father .(paternal 
grandmothe~ or'· the mother of P' s !p.other (rna tarnal grandmother)., 

pT S unole is the brothor of prs father (paternal unole) or the 
brother of"Pts mother (matarnal unole). 

pfs aunt is the sister of pIS father (paternal aunt) or the 
sister of prs mother (maternal aunt). 

• 
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pIS son is the man who has been begotton?by P, or to whom P 
have given birth. 

prs daughter is tho woman who has been begotten by P, or to 
whom P has given birth. 

P's cousin is the son (or the daughter) of pts uncle or aunt. 

pte nephew is the son of pts brother or sister. 

pre niece is tho daughter of pte brother or sister. 

pre grandson is the son of prs son or the son of prs daughter. 

pts granddaughter is the daughter of prs son or tho daughter 
of pre daughtero 

The persons listed above are described as blood relatives or 
genetic relatives of P. 

Relationships between the head of the household and the other 
members of the household may be based on union by marriage"Cu.). 
In such cases, the relationships listed above are convorted into those 
of brothor-in-1aw, father-in-law, mother-i~law, sistor-in-1aw, and 
so ono 

In African conditions the task of determining tho ,relationship 
between the head of a housoho1d and the other members of the household 
is not as easy as in societies of the western type. In Afrioa, a 
person P may have several different "fathers": on the ono hand, his 
natural father~ defined as are fathers in western-type societies, and 
on the other his father by custom and his juridical father. 

The father by custom of F may be defined as the individual who, 
on the basis of custom ( ••• ), exercises the rights and assumes t he 
duties with respeot ~o F which ought to fall to Frs natural father. 
This applies, for example, in the case of a child F and his mat er nal 
uncle P when F'smotherbo10ngs to the household of her brother p. 
Here, when e:Uher is asked what relationship obtains between them, 
F states that he is pts son, and P states ,that he is Fls father. 
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F's juridical father m~y be defined as the individual who, in 
the eyes of the law, G%orcises,or ought to exercise, t4e rights and 
assumes, or ought to assume, the duties with respect to F of a .father 
of the western type. This applies, for example, in the case of a 
paternal uncle of F,r s who legally recognises F after th9A?ath of Ft s 
natural father, even though, on the leTel of custOD, F lives with his 
mother in the household of his maternal uncle P, whom he regards as 
hip father. 

The example. cited with respect to the concept of father' could 
be generalized to cover all relationships existing between the head 
of a household and the <>thcr r.1embers. The example show~. i;hat the 
ooncepts of "father, "mother", "brother", "sister!: and so on are not 
sp.ecific in. Afrioan circumstances. It is thereforo suggested that 
they should be clarified with the use of the words "na.tural", "by 
custom" or "j-.u-idical". Thus the simple term."father" would, in 
Africa, be replaced by natural father, juridical fa.th~ or father' 
by custom, and each of these teros, which are suited to African 
conditions, could be defined as in the above paragraphs. 

2.3. The fa.oily must be carefully distinguished from the 
household. It is defined prioarily by referenco·to relationships 
whic~ pert~in to or arise, from r eproductive processes and which'are 
reg1.l1ated ":t.Yla.w·or by custom. In.societies of the western tje, 
the faqily .isb8:~e4 ,primarily .on ~he . affinal r e l ationshiE,( ••• ' . 
established between spouses C •.• ) as a result of ~rir.e (0.. and 
on the relationship ( ••• ) betwe~n a ?ouple as par.~~~ .ft.), i.e.~ father 
( ••• ) an!i mother. ( ••• ), and the~r ',ch~ldren (".:r; ~.e., ~. ( ••• ) 
and daughters ( .. ,,) (cf. Mul t. Dict.). 

The family has not the .S~le meaning everywhore in Africa.(Suggestion) 

In some Ah-ican COWl-tries it i 13, not .p<?ssip,le. t.odefine the concept 
of family exhaustively •. "These are countries in ,-Thich f.Q.Dily relation­
~hipsare'founded not only on·the relationship. betw.gen,the. father and 
the mother and tho children, cbut·also on,the.rela tionshipbotween a 
gi~en person and, on the one;hand, his uncles, a.unts, cousins, nephews, 
nieces and all the descendants of each of his parents and also, on the 
other hand, his spouse C ••• ), his parents-in-law ( ••• ~ and the members 
of their families. 

The particular feature of these· countries as far as the definition 
of the family is concerned is that it is impossible for anyone to identifY 
all the members of his faoily. Most African countries fall into this 
oategory. 

In other countries (Congo, Zaire) the family is of a matriarchal 
type: it centres around the mother. 

In these countries the structure of the family of a person P is as 
represented belew. Members of the family appear in solid ciroles, and 
non-members in broken circles: 

, 
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The aolid circles linked by double-ended arrows represent members of 
P's family. 

The broken circles represent persons who are not members of the family. 
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: ' It we axtG~d tho facily diagrac) w? ~ind that G1 ) F~s scn~ ana 
F1 , Fie, daughtoz<, ,are Doubors of tho) fam.ly. Howovor, l1h~le Gl : s 
dl"sd&udants are not mecbers of the family, FIY s children and Fl'e 
daughters~ children are Qembers. 

It should also be noted that pts wife and children are npt part 
of his familyo 

The above !:lathod makes it possible to define '~ho concept of the 
family exhaustively. 

It also cakes it possible to propose the following definition 
of the oonoept of family: the famill is a group of persons auoh that 
for anyone of those pel.'sons, the relationsh:i.ps by virtue of which 
he belongs to the group derivo exclusively froc the cother (SL\ggestion)o 

A third group of Afrioan countries1 noting the diffimt~ti9A 
involved in identifying the ::Jernbers of a family, and noting that the 
ooncept of family unit is not a.pplicable in African decography, did 
not consider it necessary to attempt to define the concept. It is 
indeed difficult to make use of the concept of the family in population 
studies: none of the definitions proposed above (including the one 
-derived from western-tYJ?o societies) pre.supposes that the membe!'" of 
a single ,family must live wi thin a speoific area. It is quite possible 
to imagine a family wit'h five r.lembers, one living in Cameroon, one 
in Mali, one in Chad, one in th r , Congo and the If '3t in Gabon o How, 
then, could one enslU'O that the fi'V6 mem~ero of th:l.,s family were oovered 
by a census oarried ou.t in Cameroon? 

Lastly, it'should be noted that in Afrioai t is '~he 8XCJOP liion 
rather than the rule for the group tifamilyt: to include the group 
"household", or vioe versa. 

The only relationships whioh areenoountered between the family 
and the household of an individual P are those in which the two oonoepts 
intera&et or are tangential to oach other, as indioated in the diagram 
below .. 

, 
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Fige 1 M and F intersect Fig. 2 : M and F are tangential 

"F" 

Fig. 3 : M C F 

~I M = Household of an individual P 
F = Family of an individual P 

or 

, 
" 

. ".' 

Fig. 4 I F C M 

A relationship of the type represented by figs. I and 2 always exists 
behreen M and . F 0 

In Africa many relationships exist of the type represented by fig, 3,0 
In Africa, the relationships between M and F of the type r~~reBented . 
in Fig .. 4 are to all intents and purpcaea impo.ssibleo 
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The study of the fa.ilily gives risE> to' the following concepts1 
defined in the Multilingual Dictionary, in addition to those listed 
and defined within the framework of the relationships existing between 

. the t::'3r:ibers of a household.: biological family ( ••• ), pa:~ents (.0.), 
sibs or siblings ( ••• ), half-brother-r:::J~half~sister-r:::J, 
~~scee! r:::J~-Progenitor~r ~~~st£~ ( ••• )l~IOO~-r~!at!~ or genetio 
re!at~ve ( ••• J,(fegree of relat~onship (, •• ,-rrI~al rOIation ( ••• ), 
parenthood (." 0 ), offspring or progeny: (... } . af:dnalrela tionship or 
reIatIOriBiiip . by marrIage-r: •• ), generation ( •• :;:-------.---- _. __ . -- - ... -

2 0 4. DWELLINGS 

A dwelling or dwelling unit is a statistical abstraction denotin~ 
housing accommodation appropriate for occupation by one household (0 •• ) 
(of~ Mult. Diet.). 

Various definitions of dwelling have been provided by a number 
of African countrieB~ a dwelling is a room or a set of rooms which 
are structurally independent or separ~te, which are designed or have 
been converted for occupation by one household and which !Jay be permanent 
or mobile, occupied or unoccupied (TunisiaJ 1966 census; first seotion)o. 

The study of the ooncept of dwelling gives rise to the following 
concepts: ,Dwelling ~ - group of buildings which m~ be surrounded 
by an encl(;mre~ belonging to a single household ar:d having acceso 11 
to a public highway (courtyard, passage)(Suggestion). Building - any 
edifice which has been constructed by man for tho purpose of providing 
shelter for himself or for his property, and which has a door providing 
access 11 to a public highway (Tunisia, 1966 census; first section). 
Type of dwelling - this expression may have two different senses: 

(1) It may be regarded as indioating whether the dwelling is a 
building (hut, villa, palace ••• ), a part of a building (flat, or studio 
situated in a block of flats), a multiple-household structure, a 
building in a state of near-COllapse or which has not .been completed, 
a tent, a shed ••• 

(2) It may alse:) be understood as indicating the b~lding materials 
which were used for the walls, the roof, the floor, etc" of the dwelling, 
as well as whether' it is'provided with water, gas, electrioi ty, sani ta-. 
tion services, etc. (Tunisifl:~1.966censusJ M~nual for Enumerators) .. ' 

17 Access to a public highw~ may be direot, or may be through a 
oourtyard, a passago or other areas which lead to the publio 
highway. 

, 
• 
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Stat~6 p~ ocoupation of a dwellin~ - an indication of whether 
the dwelling is oocupied by the owner, by a tenant or by a non-paying 
oocupant (Tunisia, 1966 census; Manual for Enumerators)" 

Owner or landlord of a dwelling - Household occupying a dwelling 
owned by the head of tho household or another member (Suggestion)d 

Tenant of a dwelling - Household occupying a dwelling by virtue 
of a contract with the o~~er or landlord and paying a speoific rent, 
whatever the amount (Suegestion)~ 

is 
nonG of the members of which 
dwelling nor a tenant~ (Suggestion) 

gOOID ~ Anyone of the following: bedroom, dining room, living 
room~ any room or other area i nt ended for occupation and normally 
designed for that purpose~ having a door for entry, separated :from 
the other rooms 'by floor-to-ce i l ing partiilions and large enough to 
accommodate an adult:s bed - at least four square metres. (Tunisia, 
1966 CenSUS} Manual for Enrunerators) 

Surface area ~ aroa indicating the capaoity of the dwelli ng as 
to number of ocoupiers. (Suggestion) 

Degree of crowding of a dwelling - Relationship between the ,number 
of persons occupying a dwelling and the . size of the dwelling ao 
represented. by its surface area (Suggestion)a 

. . Ins'uf fioiently occupied dWelli ng - Dwelling whose degree of 
orowding . j s' lower t han norL1al o:T:' owding standards .J) (Suggestivn). 

Ov~rcrowded dwelling - Dwe l ling whose degree of orowding is 
higher t~an normal crowding standards (Suggestion)~ 

Unoocupied dwelling - A dwelling which is not used for r esidenoe 
either permanently or occasionally (cf~ Mu~t~ Dicto)o 

It is su~gested that the African dom9graphers should establish 
crowding standards which may be regarded as normal everywhere. 

,,, 
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'. 3 .... POPTJLATI.ON . STATISTICS · .. . 

• • 

'-:: .. .... 

The teros population sta.tistios or ; deoo~aphic ~tatistics ( ••• ), 
when used in the singular, deno"jio oathodsOf:-quantitativoanalysis 
of population data, or, norc generallY., . t.near~ · o'f 'collecting and : 
presohting statistical inforoation about tho populationo When used 
ill the plural, tLey refor to nuwerica.l da'~a about populations 
(MIt' :') .. t ) . - '-- , .. ,' " " , 
~ • 1Q , 3 & " , ' 

This definition is applicable to Africao 

" Population statisJIi::<..s gives riso to the fol1o~"ing ooncepts, ',' 
' which are defined in the Multilingual Deoographic Dictionary (pp. 1 
to 11 of ,the English edition) I' observa.tion; collection; editin.8t 
sorutiny; table, tabulation; .;,lassos; groups or classifioC.\tion1, 
oollation; basic data; r aw data,-prIoarY da+.a; crude d.ata, series,·, 
nuober,f figure; statistical table; variable; :variate; qua Ii tiesl 
oharactar ieticsi attribu.tes ; analysis, I.'ofinooent of f~ ,~ures; ratio, 
lropbrtion; percen'~a.gc; rate, speoific rate! goner,al rate;, re~iBed 
:::oate, ccrrected rate; st§l-ndaJ.·dized rate; 'adJustf'd rate; rclat1ve 
rrequencyJ. absolute.freqUOnCYi chanco; 1."isk~ pr?b?bil~ty; hooO,geneous, 
"Jrovisiona.l data; f1nal d::.ta.! average; oeanj E:.t!ll.10"tJ.C average; . , . 
";ri thootic Dean, geooetr.~~Gan; geooet~~.!.erago; weighted average, 
.l!ei.ghted Dean i weignt j oodian; dispersion; sca~ter;. vari9.~ionJ, 
Tariabili ty; differoncos; deviations i oeasurOB of ' dJ.~pers1onira.nge., . ., 
1nterqua.:tile :ra.nge; seoi .. intc; auartile range; duartl.le, devia tionJ ' . 
!Jean deviation; a7o~~ago dCvia-aoil' · .. ·a:.;J,!lCei standard deviation; 
- usntiles· order statistics" uart~les dOl}iles· C2.~til~s, .,continuitZJ 
disoontinuity; discrete , variable' freuenc diatr~but~ondistribution 
oell frequenoy; ' olass frequoncy'! structure; tiDe ' ser~es; t:-end i 
f'rU'C'tuati,on; variationi deviatiolli-R,eriodic=!lnctuatJ.?n; cycl~cal " 
!luctuationi seasonal fluctuatiop; irr~gular fluctuatJ.on; chanoe.fluotua­
tion, randoo fluctuatiOn; graduation; sooothing; graphic graduatJ.oni 
c;~e fitting; , 8othod of loasj sgOares;Doving ave~ag?s; oalculu~ 9~ 
"?ln~te differGnc~s; ' interpolation; oxt~ation, ::.nd'10es of hea.pi~f; 
!nd1ces of bunchl.ng J tables; current ta.bles; coh~t tablos! general_on 
~ables;---ourrellt rates; cohort :rates = generation. rate!lu.,estioationl 
;Btioate; conjecture i .graphic-!:.o~~nt~~2ri. dJ.Waooa~ic re'@'esen~a!iW 
diagrao; gr~lH .f.!F-ej chart; ~'P' logar~EJ.:...9...£~W seoi-logarYihoio 
graph! frequency E2trgons ; histograos; bar ch~~aopling procedtresJ 
sacplet elenents:; sao'Oling, un:i~: s3.0pJ.ing soheoe;. sa.gpl:t:nf\~1?lar.J , , ' 
Krobabili ty saoplo, randoD £ saDpling fra.."J.~.;,..,~~.R:~·~g :fi>action; cluster 
saopling; s~atified randoo sao:pl~ng1._~trata ; ~ul tJ....st.~ge sat1pl.!.rlt~.J 
.epresontat l.ve .~Elef quota SaDpling; populatJ.on 'OaraD~er;saoplin~ 
er.rors; Ei'tanda.rd error f con~llQ.~. J:nterval; si~lJ:fic~ differenoe J 
j.ovol of signJ,ficanoeo 
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