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. Madam' Cheirman, . - - o CEERERS peon e T

Laalee,

Mrs;‘ﬁulker, I feel sure, Would have had the greateet pleasure

"“fln presenting in- person the paper Whloh hae been dlstrlbuted to you all
in extenso. I thlnk there ig no p01nt 1n my readlng 1t out, 31noe you
311 have: it before you in Engllsh or Frenoh. Allow me to quote Just a few

pagzages from thls exoellent paper, and to add one or two qulte pereonal -

' On tne eubgect of-mob111z1ﬂg for development; Mrs._WulKer p01nts out
that the dlsparltles between the wealthy and the poor, botWeen tovwns .and

villages, between unlver31ty towns and the hlgh 1111teraey rate in the rural

‘manlfeet ‘the ‘wids gap betWeen<hlghly»developed and under-weveloped

. o

h All are selzed by a oertaln dlssatlsfaotlon Wlth thls sltuatlon.

May I Just mentlon here the deflnltlon of the Word “development“

gras te understand 1t 1n the 1nternatlonal semlnars department of the

l{JGerman Foundatlon for Developlng Countrles 1n Ber11n~Tegel¢ This . 1e our
Ldeflnltlon. "Development is a oultural and soolal ohange that  Tequires
‘1n1t1at1ve and guldance, a ehange towards Whlch a grow1ng number of

- people’ contrlbute, and’ Whlch therefore beneflts a grow1ng numbel of

‘- poople’ in‘a glven soolety. Development is an 1ndef1n1te human prooese 1n

“indugtrialized” and unlndustrlalaped ‘countries allke; a process that will

U oonbinue untll the end of tlme.' I think that in §hls deflnltlon rhe

oPeratlve word is ”eulture", which is better than ”change of 01v111zat10n”

- cor.Meconomic or’ techniocal .change'; since economic-and technical changes

are‘often;the results rgther than the-root causes .of cultural’and gocial
change., Culture should be understood as the attitude of a given population;

an attltude Whose artlstlo, 3001a1 and human 1mpllcatlone aras. reflected

.__1n the hlstory of that populatlon, as opposed to a clVlllzatlon which

) leaves But few tracee in hlstory.:
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Next, we must'realize that this definition of +the word "dewvelopment®
stresses the growing rumber of people who are contributing towards and

participating in this develepment. That is its democratic aspect.

Now I would invite your atteuntion to the subject of urbanization and ¥

migration, in connexion with which Mrs = gayes that in Europe, as in
Africa, 100 many voices havs been raised doploring urbanization as a main
cause. of msocial unrest and disintegration. 4 rapid_urbanizationﬁcertainly

increases the tengions and frictions of adjus+ment-in value systems different

.from prewurban ways of life. HOWLJ@T1 thls negative attitude does not pay

due trlbuca to the pO“TtIVE asvectu of urolnlzatlon as a means of mobll;z?—

tlon for developmento

On the educahlop of women foxr new responsibilitics, Mrs. Wilkar says tha -
the mother must be enabled %o make & fruitful sontribution to society in
that period of her life, usually beginning in the middle. forties, when her

children have left home and her respon 1b1115g 25 a mother has ended.

It is pex lap & moot }dint whether a woman cuuaot already con*rlbute

. towards. cultural chanpes at an earllﬁr period, while her children are gtill -

:'ypung@ It_lsrfor you, Ladies, tc dewkate this peini., As a man, I do not

Teel qualified tc offer a definite opinion. .

To my mind, there is no such thing as an intefna%ional development

“concept that can be applied to all countries. Ttwié probable that each

nation_will have to find its own path %o cu“turpT changes in keeping W“tb

Jits history and traditions, its 1m_l'\rldusz"l oharaoterlgtlcs and its basic

‘Gondlt10PS.

Agaln, I feel i% 1s for you to discuss tnlg points: - Is 5t poésible
to find an Afrlcap nath fo* the WMo]e contlnen or are there tnly

pathu.

~v-mentions the need for

Towards the end of her paper, Mra.

an African concept of development. The urbanization and gradual indus-

trialization will impose similar demands on women .t Africa as has been

the case in the highly industrialized countries. Women,; who are more
inclined to cling to traditions, will be the promoters of a synthesis

between the past, the present and the futureu
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influence on the world Ffuture of the human Tace.
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- Here I should perhaps point cut that not only the developing, but
above all the affluent countries are running the tremendous risk that

man may allow himsslf to be mastered by technique, instead of just:

- benefiting by the advantages of technical development, This very primordial

danger in the highly industrialized countries might perhaps be mitigated
by the 6ommon~sense of women, who know better than men how to combiné-the
values of cultural tradition with the‘advéntages of modern technical
development. In that way, your power and your obligations seem to me to

gc beyond the limits of this conference, and may indeed exercise a favourable

{



