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ADDRESS -BY HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY HAILE SELASSIE I

Hze Img_rlal MaJeety Haile Sela351e I Emperor of Ethlopla, sald that

it was flttlng, on the tenth annlvereary of the Economic Commleslon for Afrlca
(ECA), to take stock of the Comm1331on'e ten years of efforts to promote the_'
'econom1c, technologlcal and 3001al development of . Africa and for Members to
ded1cate themeelvee anew to the progresszve and rapld development of the

reglon's human and materlal resources. ' TN

; At the Commleelon 's flret session full memberehlp had been open to -only
elght developlng countries; now more than forty African Governments: were fully
'eupport1ng ECA's work. Nevertheless, there were still African peoplee 11v1ng
‘under the yoke of colonlallsm ‘and unable' to be represented in the Commission.
_Eth1op1a would contlnue to work for the complete liberation of the continent
so that all Afrlcane could in the nearest possible future be ?epreeented in

ECA.

It was a,pertioular pleasure to welcome U Thant, the Seoretary-Generel'

. of .the Uhited Natione, whose presence was evieenoe of the interest he-padi
1_a1ways-taken“in:the‘work_of the Commission. It was also satisfactory to note
that repreeentatlves of Member States of the United Nations, Inter-goﬁernmental
_IOrganlzatlons, Non-governmental 0rgan1zat1ons and Foundatlons from the developed
couniries had come to participate in the work of the se331on. A warm welcome
should be extended, too, to-the representatlves of the odther members of the
United. Natlons famlly, upon whose- support the Comm1531on had always been able

to count. ’

4

_ Afrlca had made great str1des towarde achlev1ng eelf—rellance and Afrlcan
Governments had become more proficient at organizing themselves to fulfil
their major task, that of raising -the standard of 11v1ng of Afrlcan peOples
and bringing them. as quickly as p0351b1e within the orbit of. twentleth century
..technology; The Economlc Commlss1on for Africa had rendered valuable assist-
.ance’ towapds ach1evement of that goal and the work done by its secretarlat
had served to increase con51derably the stock of knowledge about the Afrlcan
region. The Executlve Secretary was to be thanked for the personal interest
he.- had taken, and the assistance he had made avallable, in the preparatlon

of Ethlopla 8 recently Jlaunched Third Development Plan.
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By virtue of. its mandate from %héwuhiteafhatfaﬁé GenerallAssembly, ECA

. Was concerned maln_y w1th technlﬂal aselstanoe 1n economlc and.3001a1 devel—

N T e ..._..-n--- ‘--‘

.opment. The Organlzation ol Afrlcan Unlty (Oﬁd) on’. the: other hand rexercmed

ma;or respons;b111ty in the polltlca] sphepe,. - LY, was gratifylng to nbte that

close worklng relatlonshlps ware. being establlshed between the two Organlsa—

<

tlons and to observe that OAU was attemptlng,uo glte political- Bupport to'
the Commlsszon's teonnlcal studies and{proposals9:~”he two Organlzatlons ‘were
maklng it p0531ble for the tclce of Afrlca to be heard &8 _one vo1ce 1n inter-
natlonal debates, notablv in trade negot1a+1ons ronducted under the ausplces

“of the Unlted'Natlous Coniezenoe on Tradp and Development (UVCTAD) It was
“to be hOped that UNCTAD's efforus to raulonall e the world‘s tradlng system

':|z|

' would meet i th greater sucoese in the second Levelopment Decade'than they

had in the flrst. To t1at end tne de!eloped world should heed the Charter
of Algiers. = ConiE ' . ) '

Although Afrlca 8 problems had not teen solved by the concerted actlon

s.n vh

of her reglonal organlvatwons. th= llncs of ac ,1on to be taken had becomeq

o comoperate to break down

1noreas1nvly lear. no ﬂ ":c*‘.:-“-
© the barr1ers ourrently resiTicti ng an lntegfs 5d approach to reg10nal devel—

opment ' They must 1nd1v1duaﬂ]y and ool’ _ ."ely,‘endeavour to etrengthen

ex1st1ng 1nst1tutlons and orgaa~‘e new ones tc fac1l1tate econom;c co—operatlon
L R LI R P
" and they must strlve to develop the cont1nent s abundant human resources, ite
A S - Ny R Y L L '
real wealthc o . .
- L N e g L. ann . o S Lo A.-_.‘_‘.‘_i i

- T .. Vo EaEs . L A L et
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The 1mportanoe of co—ooera+1on in economic development could not be too

hlghly streseedu The sub—reg1ons had alreadf ostebllshed 1nter—governmental

et el o T ST LR

machlnery for the d1 cussvon and colu.‘on of_io—operatlye enterprlse problems,

and the work done by the Seneﬁal RLve;_qtaies:ané.the econcmlc_oo%operatlon

1nst1tutlons gl the Nagn reb oount;lcs, uhile%dorts to: seoure. industrlal.co—

tordanatlon 1n West Afr:ca and the T'*:mn.ng;‘co—Jpera.’fa.or- among the countrlee of
L e .

Eastern Afrlca were partﬂoularlj eqooureg1ng; Through 1ts work ECA had demon—

strated that uhe Afrlcan sub—replons oould beoore v1ab1e eoonomlc unlts wlthln
. - LS : P A 2 . Y

whlch economlc, and par u]arlv 1rdusrrlel, development could be planned and

1mplemented;' T+ wan sa,lefeenorJ to ncte, *hCJefole, that the seoretarlat'

o

E

work lay.ln the preoaratﬁon of stuo S and une acndlng of teohnlcal support

to sub-regional developm- L p“ogramme

LT o
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.- ‘Realizing that 1ndustry required economles of scale, Ethlopla had been
among the founding members of. the, Eoonomlc Communlty of Eastern Afrloa. He

;himself, had ‘been present -at Arusha 1n December 1967 when he had expressed his
country's willingness to join the Communlty, and h1s Government was currently
~engaged in negotiations the results of wthh would ‘he hoped prove satlsfaotory

Tt was essentlal, in- order to foster economic. and. cultural oontaots, to

:1mprove transport and“dommunications facilities within and among. Afrlcan Bsub-
' ‘7reg10ns. Durxng the périod of 'its Third Plan, Ethlopla would develop 1ts
"'all-weather road’ system, ‘open-up -feeder and service-to-traffic. roads and .con-

“tinue the “‘oonstruction’ of intérnational hlgh—ways. ~It . looked - forward

therefore, -to_oontinuing.COeoperation within ,the sub~reg10n whlch would

Ulead, -toi-the .development. of an. 1ntegrated road system for Eastern

Africae-:0 - o .

"@hejdevelopment“of‘air'tranEport.was also.of ,vital importance and rapid:

progress had been made in that sphere. ﬁthiopian Airlines served seventeen

‘ 1nternat10nal centres-in Africa,. Europe and Asla and would endeavour to eatab—
1ish ¢loser :co-operation. wlth .the alr \ransport carrlers of other African

. nationisy It was: %o.be. hoped, . tooy that rail and water tranSport would be

* gtudied. .on .an.integrated. basis. sgp,. uhat v1ab1e proaeots for 1mprov1ng exlst1ng

- systems and-formulating new ones.could be worked out. The openlng of ‘the

telecomminications: link between Addis Ababa and Abldaan marked an 1mportant

step forward.in providing direct cornexions between Afrloan natlone. e

Efforts to achieve economic co-operation must be backed by natlonal and

multinational machinery capable of coping with the complex problems of integra-

tion and of preparing and implementing natienal}-sub—regional and regional
plans. It would be very useful if the region zs a whole and its sub-regional
organizations pooled their experierce in plan formulation and implementaticn
with a view to 1mprov1ng planning and 1mple:entat10n methods. In that way
it would be posslble_to avoid duplication and waste and to achieve a more

efficient exploitation of Africa's natural resources.
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Efficiency demanded a sustained supply of trained manpower. and “in the
forthcoming‘décade the lével of development of its manpower might well be
a majbr‘determinant'othhe wpeed ahﬂ.épﬁpétencewith which Africa organized
' itself to meet‘the“dgmands and aébirafions of its peoples.. Urgent steps must
therefore be taken to stfeﬂgthbn-and-éxtend national and regional training
institutions and so to re-construct educational systems that they became effi-=
cient units to.meet African needs. The Commission had done ﬁugh to‘deielop
A - human resources and it was to be hoped that the other infernatighaivbgq;es
also active in that sphére would co-operate further'with ECA in devélépihg
‘. more aumzrehonzive and far-sighted programmes. w1th1n which Afrlca's youth could

be trained for effectlve participaticn in the development process.

It was fitting, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Economic
Commission for Africa, to call upon the developed countries to give urgent
and sympathetic attention to Africa's development projects and programmes
and to urge them to come forward with larger and more 1mag1nat1ve prOposals

for assistance to the Airicen region.

In'the previous decade Africa had identified what needed to be done to
, speed up development and ECA had begun to play an effective role in facilitat-
ing economxc co—opelatxon and solving intra~African problems. Whlle the new
decade held great promise it also demanded the utmost in courage, effort and
.resolutlon from, 211 Africa and thoae who would assist it. -He hoped that the
" deliberations of the Ninth Session would contribute towards realization of

that goal so ardénﬁly desired — a free, heppy and prosperous Africa.-

ﬂ
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STATEMENT “BY"* U THANT, SECRETARY—GENERAL QF THE UNITED NATIONS . ook

"

U Thant (Secreta:y—qeneral Uh1ted Natlons) .expressed - hls aatiafaotibn

at be;ng able to attend the tenth ;anniversary oelebrationsof the Eoonomic - +
Commission fo; Afrlca. he was deeply grateful -to His -Imperial Mhaesty Haile =™
Selassia ]ffafthe keen 1nterest e had -taken -in.. the: work:of ECA since its -i .
eatabllshment ten years prqv;ously.,uﬂ TS

\ In the ten years-ofiﬂtaﬂexistencs“ECA'Eéd‘ébeﬁjiiébiémﬁersﬁip g%ow'fféﬁ -

nine to forty-one Statesy a 'growih to"which the effsrts of ‘the United Nations R

in decolonigzation -had made ‘a substantlal cortributiony Through their own

‘ments increased-their. economio: co—operailon.

efforts, as well as through EC4; Afrlcan countries had prepared the ground
for achievlng rapid. economic™'ang- 900131 progre83° the' prooess ‘of dsvelopment
would, however, - gain ‘momentum- as- the' vestiges of colonialism and the raoial

far sl

e T

polioies 8till- affllctlng the. continent wete” w1ped out’ and as African Govarn— :;m'

P

. L .
patA T,
[P

Africa was beset w1th economdo and aoczal problems.d African eOOnomiaa
were baséd’ heavlly o1 agrlculture and, in’ some oases, mlneral production, T
there was, howevef Very little 1ndustrzal1zat1on or demand for aervicea.;ni‘.
Like other less~developed adeas, the continent suffered from the lack of )

skilled humaniresources, the tnidiness ‘of ‘growth in- total output and lou innomaa.

In that rathex gloomy picture ECA S adtxv1t1es ‘offéred more than a glimmer

of hope becanse~they were ‘directed: towards Alhe" hu1&d1ng of" 1nfrastructures

for regionalt andrsuh-reglonal co—operatlon “and “the- uollect1on of economic"

and SOC1al‘4nfpnmatlcn without which the. African’ States would‘be_unable to
plan for thair development:. ECA Héd‘alsdhb%dﬁ“éﬁldghﬁiih ‘the édibﬁéfatidh w
of such United Nations.bodiés: as’ UNDP; UNCTAD and UNIDO and -the éﬁéciﬁliiéd' T
agencies;- to-establish!vital- institutions “1ike the -African Development Bank

the African Institute for Economis: ‘Development: and Planning and a number ot®

pregrammes which would help to promote economic and social davelopment.

Africa's lﬁberatlon from the chains of underdevelopment could be acoele-
rated only through the political will and team-work of African Governments
and-the members of ‘the United Nations as a whole. Having sown the seeds of
purpossful co—opefation and team—ﬁork, ECA would be able, in the second Desvel-

opment Decade, %0 serve as the focal point for the initiatives which oould

o 3'; astiey

porIm ity
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be reflected in eub-regmnal, regmnal and global efforte to promote eoonomio and
oﬂlaldevelcpmentAfrlca-Itweswbrth remembering in thet oonnexion that the'

United Natlone eyetem of reglonal economlc commigsions ‘not only -provided govern- ‘

ments w1th1n 8 reglon wzth the -means .of deallng with epe01flo problems of"
concern to them but aleo encouraged ‘broader. co-operation through links w1th

- United Nations bOdlES in a more universal setting., ‘Thus, ECA was the United:

Nations wlndow for eeelng Afrlcan economlc and 5001al problems through Afrlcan

- eyes and for eeelng them 1n relatlon to the overall 1nternat10nal .economic

‘ structure. 0bv1ouely, only Afrlcane could achleve Afrlca 8 deetlny but the'

‘natlone of Afrlca must reallze that they had a v1tal role to play as members

of the 1nternat1onal communlty. The 0AU ehould not only help to eolve some n}m5'-~

of the probléme'that had arlsen in regard to relations between Afrlcan States -
tut should also’ act as an 1netrument through whlch 1te membere could contrl—

bute more effectrvely to 1nternat10nal co~operatlon, partlcularly in, the work B

of the United Nations and its agencies, It was satlefactory 0 note the Zrow-

ing co-operation.between OAU and"ECA"in economic and social mattere,'a further '

strengthening ‘of their- relatlonehlpe would endble ‘the’ two organlzatlone better
to service the African nations-at the: country, sub—reglonal reglona.l and

international levels. a Tu-'f- o

It- was through BCA’ that Afrlcan cOuntrlee would be able to brlng about
the economlc and eoc1al changes neceeeary for deve10pment. Under the 1eader—
ship of its Execut1ve Secretarlee, Mr. Mekk1 Abbae and Mr, Robert Gardlner,
the Commleelon had proved 1ts ablllty “to aeelst its - membere. He- relterated
his interest 1n the Commleelon'e work and pledged his support of 1te actlvi- )
ties. All natlons ehould rededloate themeelves to the pr1nc1ple of 1nterne~ .'

tional co—Operatlon and epare nelther effort nor sacrlflce to promote the

econonmic and 3001a1 advancement of the deve10p1ng countrles 1n the1r endeavoure

_to build peace in the world as requlred by the Charter of the Uhlted Natlone.rq,j"

e
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OPENING ADDRESS BY: THE CHAIRMAN OF- THE - EIGHTH SESSION I

A LT I

The. ACTING CHAIRMAN welcomed representatlves to the Comm1331on s
tenth, annlversary gession. .. o, i Lo glyﬁj.;:an :narﬁf
Rl f@Si16 that in 1958, at’ ihe time of HCA's i'nax’zg'ural sessiony |
thb”tomnlSslonfhaﬁ“donnteﬁ as'fulllmembers-onliinine independent ‘African
oountries, excluding South Afrioa, and six European countries hsving'l‘“
oolon1a1 responsibilities in Afrloa.w The picture bad since changed
slgnlflcantly. 41 1ndependent African. oountr1es were now- full. members
of ithe Commission and the. former metropolitan. powers<part101pated ag .. -
associate members without woting rights:. He was pleased to welcome a8,
new members to the ocurrent. gession Ehuatorlal ‘Guinea,: Maurltlus—and i

SWaZiland. S oy LTy E DR A \ . - R TR L e

Many of those who had witnesséd ECA's humblse - beglnnlngs felt that, '
desplte the . 1neV1table dlsapp01ntments, their 1n1t1a1 hopes had been

Justlfled 1n the ten: years ‘since ECA's creatlon.
clabion ool et
During that perlod ECA's evolutlon had covered three phases. In

“the first phase — the formative’ yoars « the" Commission’ had beén ¢oncerned
'“mai%ly:witb;the ‘teething probleéms associatéd with its establishment as

"a major’ ihternational institution. ' Tts sessions’ then had been devoted -

largely to procedural questlons and- general statements, and “1ittle t1me

I

remalned for'conslderatlon of” substantive matters.
12 ST WP ; ‘ I LA R

The Commlsslon had then progressed to the sscond phase when 1t_bss
been in a p051t1onLto conplle”statlstlcs on Afrlcan eountrles, bondnct )
studies on their economic and s001a1 problems and convene varlous meet—
1ngs."Although the™déirs 61" menber’ States to “heet’ the practlcal»
challenges iR’ regard to* rapla*economlc growth mlght not have bedh satls—
"fied ati-that’ t1me, 1t was i perlod that had‘prov1ded Afriéan offlclals
with an opportunlty of" meetlng ore anothér: and” of acqua1nt1ng themselves
with conditions in other Afridan couhtridh’—"a’ valuable ingredient in' "
inter—Africah’ ¢éZoperation. ' How,however,: when thé Cémmission Was’hot in
session, 1td Oonly institutional 1ink with the secrétariat was through its

Chairman;’ ménbér’ countries, hating 1ittls knowledge of ‘the secretariat '
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or its activities, rarely had recourse to'its. assistance and, in fact, -
as a result of United Nations efforts to increase the opportunities for
Africans to meet one another in nontAfrican forums, actually tended to
be better acquainted witn other institutions such as ECOS0C,; UNCTAD:and
UNIDO(,zHe'therefore considered_ that the quéstionlof oontinuing inter-
sessional machinery for ECA might-usefully be discuSged.aﬁ the'ouirent

session.

Though, at the tlme, some penple had felt - ‘and certaln of them
still" did’~ that ECA had been conceived as a’ research organlzat1on, he’
consideréd that it would be a.mistake to contlnue-to_regard‘lt as such.
Indeed, if research were to be the Commission's only role, it would be
difficult, in the light of prevailing economic conditions in Africa, fo
Justify its current annual budget of some US$5 million. Instead, the

Commission.should be provided with the necessar& resources 1o .enable it
. to plaj a dynamic role in fostering economic development, and the segsion,
after examining the whole matter in detail, should provide the Executive

Secretary with guidelines for achieving that objective.

_.The third phase in ECA's evolution had been marked by the secretariat's
recent attempts to make Afriocan leaders more fully aware of the vital neéd
for effective economic co—operation between the Commission's member States.,
Though economic co—operation had been recognized as an objective by all
Africanrcountrieé, the necessary operational arrangements had still to \
be 1mp1emented. Africa g progress in regard to economic co—operation
was not _very encouraging wvhen compared ‘with that of Europe and Latln

America.,

Referring to developments in the two years since the Commisgsion's
eighth session, he noted that there had still been no break-through in.
the African region in regard to accelerated development. One éigniﬁicant
event. during that period had been the Second UNCTAD Conference and tho'
main lesson -to be drawn from its failure was-that Africa’s economic
destiny 1gy, for the most part, with itself. African_ooun{ries, while
pursuing .a policy of self-reliance and pational econpomic independence,

would above all have to learn to pull together if they were not to be

1
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engulfed;in“an increasfngly'COmpetitive'WOrld, Their poor performance
in the past two years should act as a spur to greater achzevements in
the second Development Decade and the current sess1on prov1ded the
Opportunlty for plannlng the strategy and determlnlng the targets 1n

that connex1on. .

Dlrectlng attentlon to two tables he had prepared conta1n1ng com-—
parat1ve flgures on the per caplta GDP and the level of development 1n
developlng oountrles throughout the world (attached to the prlnted

vers1on of his - statement), he p01nted out that Africa stood.at the.

bcttom rung of the ladder, even tak1ng account of struotural changes in
the economies of the third world. However, in determlnlng the performance
of Afrlcan economles ‘in the First Develooment Decade, account also had

to be taken of the degree of dependence on the former metrOpolltan power '

.and of the amount of wealth produced and actually retalned for, the benefit

'of the Afrlcan pOpulatlon.

~_Wh1lelhe;agreed.on the need for a substantial increase.in. external
aid -to Africa .and an improvement in the. terms -on which it was granted,

he nevertheless considered that African countries should rely-less on

* such a1d, concentratlng rather on self- help, expanelon of mutual tradlng
_opportunltles, modernlzatlon of agrlcultural produotlon and on a programme

~of rapld 1ndustr1allzat10n._ Any forelgn a1d rendered, 1n that. connex1on

Looking back over the past ten years, he felt that a master develop-

,ment plan for Africa, prepared by ECA, was needed for the future — a plan

out11n1ng the framework, prlorltles and pollcles for member States'

natlonal develoPment plans, and focusslng attentlon on the obJectlves

approprlate to the Afrlcan context and on Lhe need for mutual co—0perat10n.
'Such a plan would not only prov1de tne world w1th a better understandlng
' of the deveIOpment process in Afrlca but would aleo serve to- evolve an

._Afrlcan phllosophy in regard to eoonomlc growth and soclal .change and

help to tackle the problems of Afrloa in a rapldly changlng world.

oy -
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_ Rbferzlng to the role thaet IOA zhoull wlay in the sesond Develop-
ment Decade, he said that there ?ere four imporiant gusstions he .wished
to raise for the Commiss;onfs consideration. Fli?t; what wus the
Cémmissignﬁs right »lace in *he U11+eg Nedrons family, with particuinz
reference to the latter = Op&lat;u“a¢ acvivities in africa? To-vhaw
extent cou1 the Comaission project the Unided Nations "economig presais
in Afrlca7 chohd1y, how coufd <he Commisﬁiun satisfy membér Statévf
:'developmen“i ncﬁdg, pu:tloul iy in the noxx uevelonmenu Decade when the
period o* jpmediate pont—;ndppynuvﬂce disg WCSJWLMth was ¢kely to I
Jay to reneucd atiempis *o pw-'plg mcre rﬂfxustlcagly 1ith develoomwh:
needs? ‘T%erly, to what extent zould the ¢ mmlss*cn promOue economlc 20
operation and self-meliavcc cuong 4ATrican cognurles yi”;;J thy o o T
regions? in that context. = decision was pﬁrbaps reqﬁired on whetheﬁ

the four sub-regions still provided the most prac%ical bagis for achiew-
ing those e1ds~ AdSuly, now could tnessecrciariat be further aeveloped
with a view to increasing menber bta1rs' garTiderce in its ablllty Ho

heip them? Mo wiat extent-chould iis termz of reference be modified 1w
-enzble it to play & mera effective role ﬁn the developmrant of Africa:

economicy?

In hiz own view, ons msjor probiem facing EOGA was staffing and ih=
) J P . :

‘vexed gquestion of Africanims bloﬂ of tha nescetairiat; and snother, the
/

Commissicn’s lack of influence in rcvmu]ofLug ard ‘1rect4 7 Unived Metioar

operaticng in Afri

Q

2 and itn nonquuent ina

Tull respecs.

Jl*h Legird 1o the fivst of those vrohliang, he bad fcuﬁd thnat wnile
many ﬁnpr0~¢1uafla ,.un'tha i P“urJTLw_Gf and Tfalnlﬁg Comn- :3u3 o1
which he Wad Cna;¢man,fp?;b"ﬁa ior Arrican ization of uﬂe uerreua¢1aw,
'che1¢ go?érﬁmenﬁs wers not nrepuved, OT Wore wable, to release comvumenﬁ

nationals to gerve witih ECA. Mo relvoreled h+~ dopeal tu member State
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to second or transfcr come TP&J'“ﬂCPQ officers to ECA such
service %hc“ld ir fact be oruuuw‘"vd by menser Stetes sivce it would pvo-
vide valuwb]o experience for the officials concerned and, on their Teura;

for their couniriex.
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_ . On Nehalf of the Commission, he expressed.appreciation to the
Secretary—-General for his-understandiné of ECA's special needs and his

. pledge of. support for itg- activities. -If the Commission could be:assured

8 .
° ‘of the provision of adequate staff through the understanding of United
’ Nations Headquarters,,then it would be.enabled to equip itself for its X

vital role in the second Development Decade.

-ECA, .in his view, should -become the prime institution for projecting‘
the .United.Nations presence :in Africa, whichfmeant.that United Nations
.-0perationalwactivities in. the economic and social field would reguire
g,greater decentrallzatlon. If the’Commissioh were to make an impact in
regard to technlcal assistance, co-ordination of development act1v1t1es.
and harmonization of trade and 1ndustry,.the_UNﬂP and the specialized
agencies would have:to channel some of their resources for African devel-
opment through ECA which was undoubtedly the best agency for co—ordinating
United Nations operational activities in Africa. United Nations resources
could not be adequately channelled to meet African development and technlcal
assistance needs solely from New York. Moreover, UNIP representat;ves
were not in a position to deal with the multinational projecfs 80 neces-
sary to African economic co—operation; The United Nations, through ECA,
was in a strong‘position to prdmote such prejects, Obviously, several
member States would have to accept the secretarlat's activities with less
" hesitation but his plea was that ECA should be recognized as an African

\

1nst1tut10n, like OAU.. :

In the sphere of economic co-operation, the Cémmission couid oniy
render such assistance as.member.States themselves desired and, thus far,
the secretariat's efforts in favour of the new sub-regional economic
groupings had not been'vgry rewarding. Member States determined their
own prioritises and programmes of economic co—operation; the Commigsion's
staff could éssist in the technical work without- in any way interfering
with the sovéreignty of member States. For that reason, he considered
it would be better to rély on experts from the‘Commission,~rather than
from bilateral sources of technical assistance in the former cdlénial

powers with possible vested economic interests to protect.
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As for how .the Comm1551on could .satisfy member - States! deveIOpment
needs, the answer was slmple . member States merely had to .tell . the
;_secretarlat what to do and to prov1de 1t with the :tools... -In that connexion, s ;
1Jhe stressed the need fcr member States to prov1de -the.. Commlsslon Wwith the N

necessary support end leadershlp as 1t entered. the second Development ¢

Decade. e R C e

L

_ In conclusion, he expressed deep appreolatlon to the Ekecutlve
Secretary and all hls staff for thelr co-operatlon during ‘hig. term.of
"offlce. Hlth the full support of member States, the EEA could help Africa

'to sustaln rapld economlc progress 1n a spirit’ of HARAMBER (togetherness)
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Mr. LISSOUBA (eongo-Brazzav111e) said that the task of speaklng on . . ..

behalf of the French-speaklng delegatzons was both pleasant and dellcate. .
It was pleasant because 1t gave him the Opportunlty of thanklng HlS Imperlal
MaJesty Ha11e Se1a351e Ifor hav1ng once more demonstrgted hls devotlon to the

cause of Afrlcan unlty by sparing tlme from hls many pre551ng dutles to addreas

the ECA on the tenth annlversay of 1ts foundatlon.

Member States would always appreciate the Ethloplan people for: theil’ Hrd*

patlence, courtesy and sense of hospltallty.

) The Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations, whose opinion was glven the -
highest consideraton. throughout the world because of his courageous statements
on decolonlzatlon, dlsarmament and other v1ta11y 1mportant questions, had again
proved hls devotlon to the cause of humanlty by attendlng the annlversary of
an 1nst1tut10n the aim of wh1ch was to. promote the economlc, 8001al and 501en-

tlflc development of Afrlca. He,who was better quallfied than anyone else to‘

| appre01ate the’ problems of the developing countrles, had sald that the pro- .

cesses of African development would achieve greater momentum as the remaining

vestiges of colonialism were wiped out and as the African Governments con-—

~scliously strengthened their efforts at economic co—operatlon, u51ng all the

natural and human Tesources of their countries.

The more delicate aspect of his task was to summarize the sequels to the
commemoration of the Commission's tenth anniversary. Two main issues were
involved: trade petween African States and aid., As the Secretary-General has
said, Africa could only shed the bonds of under—development by increasing its
internal trade and exchanges'at all levels of economic, social and political -
life. | | |

Industrialization would obviously be the decisive weapon in that effort
and the Commission should pay greater attention to that question than it had

done in the past.

With regard to aid, cultural and technical aid, even at its present level,’
had been effective and had enabled the Afrlcan countrles to make real progress.
Flnanclal and -trade aid, however, was not worthy of the ‘name. It was either

nonexistent or negative, if not aotually harmful. Without prejudice to the
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results of’ the Pearsor1M1s31on, 1t appeared reallstlc for the Commlsslon to
work towards the normallzatlon of trade w1th the 1ndustr1allzed countrles, 1n

order’ that remuneratlve prlces should be pald for Afrlcan products taklng 1nto

acdount the constant rlse in the prlce of” oommodltles., By 1ts own efforts,'

lﬂfrlca would create ‘the “conditidis necessary to 1ts development, eo that exu )

ternal contributions would in fact be true ald, whlch would speed up the devel-

B

b . 5 sromot aey o m

opment Process. R B T

In that process, the ECA had ﬁieyed'en

play an-even-more decisive one, +thanks .to 'the Executive Secretary sdevotion

T

R T LR "t
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"30 the cause of - Africa. ... - F S A %

~
' .

In a splrlt of optlmlsm, therefore, the delegatlons present proposed the
. adOptlon of a Pesolution of commemoratlon emph33121ng not only the1r hopes hut
also thelr contlnued total support for the Economlc Comm1s31on for Afrlca and

their desire’ that 1t should prosper and meet with 1ncrea51ng success.
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: Qi;stlll remalned and; mlght not be solved for many years. The contlnulng colo-
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P Mrs MBOYA (Kenya) expressed the gratltude of the Engllsh—speaklng dele- '
gations: for the speelal honour dane to the ECOnomlc Comm1s51on for Afrlca by
"His-Imperial Majesty Haile -Selassie Iin glvlng the 1naugural address on the
- tenth annjiversay-of its foundation. It.was flttlng,that the Commlss1on s

ninth session ghould 'be held, like 1ts flrst, in Addls Ababa. ) ;ﬁ

-;.o:The reference in His Imperlal Majesty’ S. speech at that first: gession to
* the: faot that African;people. were at. last able to, dlscuss thelr ownlproblems
Jovand. future had heralded a new. era for that contlnent. The ECA had mede'great
i progress during the past ten: years; its. orlglnal n1ne member States had now :

become 41 and the beginnings.of an African economy had emerged. ';,

By devotlng 80 mgch. of his, time. to the promotlon of Afrlcan unity, HlS
=2 Imperlal Majesty-had. glven4the Commission encoursgement and 1nsp1rat10n._ His
speech was full of concrete ideas and wise couneel for the next decade. The
dalegatlons present were deeply grateful for h1s stlrrlng address and prayed

that he mlght contlnue 1n good health to serve the peoples of Afrlca.

:The pregence of its Secretary—General was an encouraglng express1on of
uithe: :sommitment: of. the: Unlted Nations: end its speolallzed agencles to ehare the
‘burden;-of - the-challenge of Afrlcan development some of the most 1mportant ele—

“ ments :of, which had been mentioned in his speech. Although the decolonlzatlon

~of-Africa: had,been rapid, some of the most, crltlcal aspects of that problem

= nial rile.in.defiance of- Un1ted Natlons resolutlons and world publlc oplnlon
was-detrimental ;to the cavse of -African development. The forces whlch should

" be mobilized in the fight against poverty, digease and 1gnorance were often
divided over the problem of exlstlng colonial terrltorles. That d1v1s1on also
threatened Afrlcan unlty and*regicnal co—operat:on. One of the most developed
countries in Africa continued to foster racialism instead of attending the

present session to contribute to solving the serious human problems facing the
contlnent. ’ : . ]
The contrlbutlons of the United Nations speclallzed agen01es to the devel—

opment of Africa was greatly appreclated, but the next ten years would require

‘a fresh strategy end a deliberate plan of operation. The' first ten years of
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ECA's existence had oeenia period,of study, research and infrastructural S

e

A5

organization. At the ourrent session, tﬁe'Commission would determine the -

role of the ECA, the att1tude of the African States towards it and ‘the adti-

P2

v1t1es of the United Nations agencles in Africa - all crucial questlons for
the " next decade.

:
bkt

The African nations realized that they ‘'must develop through selféhelp and

reglonal co-operation but their efforts could only be meaningful 1n'the oon—

text of fﬁe overall 1nterdependence of the nations forming the world communrty.
They welcomed the efforts of the United Nations to educate and moblllze the ‘

world to face the many crises confronting mankind; X y
2oy ooal

The existing contacts between the ECA and the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan

Unlty, two African organlzatlons committed to the same goal, must be broad- >

ened and strengthened. ' ' ' LA e

It was regrettable that, despite the general.realization ofi}heyiéﬁgré‘
tance of agriculture in Africa, which had been referred to byfthe Secretary—
General, it received a very small proportion of the aid fIOW1ng 1nto that™
During the next decade, Afrlcan agrlculturenas threateﬂed not
only by the development of synthet1os but also by the efforts of the*rich
nations to increase their agrlcultural productlon., The present problem of
access to markets would increase durlng the next development decade and - the
apparent failure of the second UNCTAD had made the sltuatlon é&én more diffi-
There should be some international arrangement to handle the_ problem
of the 1ncrease in surplus food crops which would be produced by African

countries.

N

The meeting rose at 5.15 Pefe
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