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The Changlng Role of Women in the Federal Republle

of Germany

Dr. Maria Strecker-Daelen,'Minieteriairetin’e.Da, Wiesbaden

The development of women's p051tlon is.8till. very
‘dlfferent in:different eountrlee, and it :may-be inter-
reetlng to find out where they really have more influence.
There are ceuntrles 11ke SWltzerland France -and Spain
ﬁand eountrlee in Latin Amerlca Aela and ‘Afries, where -
wqmen_have fewer legal rights. than, for example, in the

- Pederal Repﬁblic of Germany and yet they have consmderable
.iﬂflaenee within thelr famllles. '

- But we are living today'in'a changing world. with a
.BQGlal pattern of mass production and mase organlzatlon
'1n Whlch the pesition of Women 1s characterized by their
1ntegrat10n 1ﬂto publlc and communlty 11fe.

_ The following problems have been declared partloularly
_ Worthy of research: : T

*l;.Sltuatlon of the unmarrled Woman and the fatherless
- family ' o e '

2. Career pOseibilities'for workiﬁg'ﬁomeﬁ”
_3;'Return of the . elderly, marrled Woman, Whose ehlldren o
" have grown up, to work outside the famlly, ' '

'Oonelderlng the development of Women = rlght 1n the

_ paet in Germany, there is a movement’ connected with the
'geﬂeral upheavale of the industrial revolution ‘during
the last century. It is a queetlon of contlnual reforms
'and pregrees, altheugh the progrese has been 1nterrupted
by two Wars.,. '




In the last century, When women were called upon to do
-factory ‘Work, - efforts Were made to regulate female Work
'_1n an adequate Way. '

Intelleetual Women such as Helene Lange,“who founded

the first secondary school for glrls in Berlln 1n 1890

and also the German Association of Women Teachere fought

'-access to educatlion equal to that of men.: This, actually,
‘was one of the main aims of 1ntellectua1 female:movement:
-to galn access 10 academic profe381ons

Around the turn of the.- century, after a long and
strenumusetruggle, the universities opened their gatee
.'to women. Gradually. glrls schools &swellag a number of
colleges and - vocatlonal tralnlng scheols for women . ‘were -
founded. ' R - '

In the polltlcal fleld the wemen galned thegrlght of f
vote in: 1918 It is; qulte amu31ng o know that untll ;_
';1908 there existed a prov151en in- the. German leglslatlon
_”forblddlng "women, sohoolohlldren, apprent1ces, and |
"mentally dlseased people to. take part in any polltlcal

- meetings."

But after World War I it was comparatively easy for
women to obtain-politidal'freedom.

Today we have 45 Women membere of Parllament that is
10 per cent, the: second highest percentage of all the
Buropean Parllaments, after Finland. Con81dering that
more -than half of the 34 million voters of the Federal
Republlo are female, thelr representatlon 1n Parllament
can hardly be said to be sufficient. But the 45 members
have been active and effiecient, eepecially 1n the 8001all

- and oultural eommlttees, in the’ reform: of the crlmlnal

law; and in welfare work. Others pointed to new methods

in vocatlonal guidance, ,
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When,we consider the goals cf the past whlch have been
-reached we find. protectlcn of labour, the maternlty
=equa11ty of rlghts, Last but not least the basic_‘

_ dhange of SOClal structure, also a consequence of
-,ftwemwcrld Wars, ferced women to become more 1ndependent

.....

- Teday, the Whole of . develepment‘is mirrored”in the
fiodern-legislation of the Federal Republic. The full

. equallty of rights for Women in all flelde was laid-

down in Article 3 of our- Constltutlon in 1949, A de01elon |

of 1959 according to which 500131_1nsurance_penercns can

already be granted to women at the age of 60 is 2

_remarkable social achievement, In 1959 the 01v11 rlghts'

of husband and w1fe within the family were 1aid down.,

The Family Law was_altered and the principie of_equal

”'rights'and equal reeponsibilities‘for bcth parfners

was adopted The changed positien of women - Wlthin the

.famlly was thus taken into con51deratlon. The Household

- work of the w1fe was put on the same level g's “the hus- - |
~band's prcfe851ona1 work. Statistics cn thls peint show |

. that the American housew1fe does 63 hours of household
cwork a week, the Prench housw1fe about 90 hours, and

the German up to 120 hours. Thls 1s partly due to the

C German half- day schcol system because of Whlch the

children come home. for lunch. Furthermore, 1t etlll

seems to be a tradition in German’ famllles that the hus-

. band for the most part.doee not help h;SVWlfQ with her

household work also not very many houeeholde are as yet

equippe& with the most modern labour-sating devices.

With the change in the Pamily Law husband and wife
are requireéd to maintain each other and'to maihtain their
_ -children together. The law referrlng to. property afflrms
- separatlon of prcperty between. husband and w1fe, thls

e
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was extended to a comnunlty of proflte, 1 e.; all proflts
-_obtalned during the marrlage are shared equally between
] the two partners. : '

| But in spite of all thie progress, Whlch wae a consem:
*quence of legal equallty and” genkral® change bf 8001al

- etructure, the eoclel p051t10n of" the worklng woman is

T osti11 unstable. ‘What has not been reached 1e peychologlcal””

| _equallty. This- may partly be the fault of the woman her-
_eelf, who . still feeksw1th1n her tne 1nh1b1t10ne and pre- -
judices of tradltlon and conventlon of the past her |
feeling of eelfwconfldence is stlll Weak And yet the
appearance of a modern woman depends malnly on her 1nnen
harmony . She muet 1earn to develop soolal

dltural and

_ “polltlcal judgements from her own ebservatlens, and she
.E;muet understand that through vocatlonal tralnlng ehe
:g]W1ll have. a - chance to dlscover and develop her oW perm;':
'!_eonallty.k he must get rid of the thought that she be—e“
Tdcomes lese femlnlne by hav1ng a profeeelon or that ehe_;}-i
'1fhas t0- work only becauee she d1d net get marrled.ﬁpf,y" o

Which profe351ens are the most suitable ones for WomenQ‘u

"aWhere have they succeeded most? The ch01ce profe881ons

'°for young glrle is st111 very one 81ded The number of
3offlce employeee is steadlly 1ncrea31ng, whereas the
‘number of women employed in agrloulture is 1essen1ng
" and could no% even‘Be”compenSated by anﬁobligatory aid
"year, which is furthermere contradlctory to the Federal
"-~Const1tutlen. Even the daughters of farmere leave “the
'rural areas and go to town. ' ' o

_ Welfare and social profeseiene have become more
'_popular, whereas employment in the crafte nas deereased.

3 The choice- ef aeademlc profeesions is- steadlly increasing.
36 per cent of the candldatee for the flnal 5chool cer—
':tificatee are glrle and 30 per cent of them etudy at the_d-
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_unlverelty. A hlgh percentage become dectors and teacheTS"
and the amount of fémale lawyers, 1ibrarlans{

 3ourna11ete,'museum staff is, conetantly rlslng.&Some of
:the typlcal femlnlnaprofe381ons Whlch requ1re speelal '

-.tralnlng are. medlcal avxiliary personnel, euch ae nurses;
:medlcal technical a531stants, nurses for klndergardens,._
_m1dw1ves and phy31cal theraplsts. N

C-Opportunitiesibr education have ‘enlarged, but the

- increase of female iabour nas brought relatively few
'quallfled positions. Qualified women still flnd 1t hard

'_to move into responsible and adeguate p051t10ns, The world

©of work has been created by men for men, and does noﬁ

therefore always correspond with the blologlcal and

psychologlcal condltlons of women. Thelr profe581onal

life is often difficult, malnly because they are re-

-_garded as man's 3531stant or. substltute,

: Aﬁd'yet there is'a-conetant_demandifofﬁfemeie7Iabeur,'
not only- as a.eoneequehee~ef shortage of ‘labour but also
_'beeause”0£fthe;deQend;e£°Wprkﬂiniﬁhe'pertieular;femele” |
'field;fﬂefeftﬁéless, women arée still hesitant in assuming
their role in public 1life, because thé& afe‘still'sube
Jjeet to the inhibitions 1nherent in the patrlarchal
‘system to 11ve Tor ihe beloved mamn. only.

~The opporﬁunltles for both marrlage and career are
ebetter for the present generatlon, since the social and
financial prestlge conditidns. of former generatlons-
have lost their 1mportance. ‘

Yeu'ean hardly imagine7a.yoﬁﬁg girl today who deee not
‘learn some kind of”p?ofeesion, The deelre for vocational
tralnlng therefore ehould e promoted 1n young glrlsa _
-'Eveﬁ as young wives they often praetlse their pref9551ens
80 as_to“contrlbute_to the household expenditures.
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'If you ‘ask men in our country what they thlnk of thls
"problem, you will find that 65 per cent do not obgect
~and that 52 per cent are . very much agalnst thelr lees

' Work1ng out51de the famlly In any case9 glrls should
be adv1sed to get some quallflcatlon, If they remain un-
marrled this will secure their 1ncome, and should they "j
become Wldows or dlvorcees, they w111 always have somem

thlﬂg to turn to.

The partlclpatlon of elder Women is usually esteeled

very highly, because- they have more sense of respon81bllity -
- and also work- more - dlllgently, In 1980 we w1ll "have about o

5.2 million ‘women of the age round about 65 Slnce 11fe_
'expectatlon is so much higher. today, all these Women :
‘could do some kind of work between 45 and 65, Here is

'77the problem of vooatlonal tralnlng for adults* How can

" the elder woman be led: back 0. act1v1ty in publlc 11fe¢‘rtT
By courseszy telev181on 1nstruct10n9 by evening sohools
"for hlgher educat10n9 or by membershlp in VOcatlonal 8880~
- 01at10ns, charltable or civil service organlzatlons°
Today we tend %o divide a Woman's lifé'in_three phases:.

1, Bducation of the young.girllwith diploma énd short
period of praetise '

2 Marrlage and famlly

3 Return to act1v1ty out51de the famlly in older years.

Slnce 1945 women have- also played a role 1n Welfare work.

In 1950 the wife of President Heuss establlshed the'Mothers
Recovery Assoczatlon,“ Whlch gives women Whose health has

~ suffered under the double strain of Work and. famlly llfe
“the p0551b111ty to take a. recuperatlve hollday,
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| _f‘of all soc1a1 and pollt”cal-aff“l
‘”f.the elder generatlone,ﬁ ¥

-Sfd1v1dua1 human belng,

In 1360 the wife of President Liibke, Mrs. Wilhelmine

_ Lubke started ﬁhe idea “Welfare £éT- the Old W

Flnally, 1 would llke to eay somethlng about the devel-

'opment of Work done by women's organizations since the_

war, - In contrast to many women's organizations abroad

our associafions found 1% very difficult to flnd membere'
-who were 1n ‘the p051tlen to make con81derable contribu- .
B tlons@ hverywhere there was ‘a great 1mpoverlshment of the

aesoclatlons, But right after. the breakdown‘1n 1945 women. .
:t, ns;"ee e61a11y ofrﬂp_ﬁ

Gt ,dlsposa_:‘ SR
various organlzatlons engaged in the work of reconstruetlon;e

-They knew that the women 8 organlzatlons nad acted as’ the“*

representatives of the fem;nlst movenent and they had

brought matters of fundamental importance to the attention
“of the bublic;‘Finally they developed women's organiza-
 tions ae.a7part-0f‘new'uni0ﬂs; they joined the traditional

?-womeﬁ‘e Organizatibns with elearly political trends, but
independent of party politics.. '

When we compare the paet_and the present, we realigze
how broad a base the past ereated for the present. We live
in a present which gives the woman the chance to be so-

- cially and ‘economically 1ndependent. She is the master of
her own life. The development of our modern life has given

her a new feeling of eelfuconfldence, Educatlon, vocatlonal

e”fguldance and adv1ce are meant to help her on,,But ehe herm'
self seems still to be in a confllot Psychologlcal equallty

which should become reallty and is the_value of the in-

_The p0551b111ty ex1sts, the World has become more ‘human.

The woman can manifest her feminine characterlstlcs out—

- gide - the famlly by maklng everyday 1ife more harmonious.
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“1nd herself,._f:
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She will then keep in contact With 1ife for the sake of
her self-confidence and for the development of her per-
sonal judgement. The question of the role of women today -
puts many problems into focus which concern the problems
of our modern life, for instance, school'réform, educa-
tion, courses for adults, reform of universities, and'

so on., All these problems are related %o each other and g
are the tasks for the future. But the future does not i
'rcsme of its own it must be antlempated, influenced and ‘
prepared.

The men'should show their readiness to accep% women

as partners in work and help to inecrease mutual respect

- and mutual trust and the women must learn %o take their -
,rrightful place and fill it with both: oharm 'and %ffzclemcyg;‘-

o




