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The attention of the Commission te drawn to the following amend­
ments:

(a)

(b)

•,,-
As regards the .Terms of RefertA2e, the only amen_nt~~en
to bring paragraph 5 up to dat~ by showing the'aQjl.8~io~ of
Equatorial GUinea, Mauritius ana. Swazi~,a.nd to full melllfi~r'lihip
of the Commission upon their admission as members, of the Uhited
Nations since the eighth session; , , ' ,

As regards the Rules,of ProcedUre, ~ new RUle~7J~~swb~;~,
inserted and the following Rules renumbered~ in,accordanCe
with Resolution 1377(XLV) of t4e Eaonom~c an~ ~cial Co~il•
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" TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

As adopted by the jj:q;nomio and Social Counoil a.t
its twenty-fifth session {resolution 671 A (xxv17
and amended by the Council at its twen1y-sixth,
thirty-sixth Lreso1ution 914 D (XXXV11/
and forty-fifth sessions Lreso1ution 1343(XLV17

The Economic and Social. Council,

Having considered Gennral Assembly resoluticn 1155 (XII) of 26 Novem­
ber 1957 recommending that, for ·.he pClrpo;;e of giving effective aid to
the oountries and territories of Africa and in accordance with Arti0111 68
of the Charter of the United Nations, the Economio and Sooial Counoil,
at i tsnext session, give prompt and favourable consideration to the
establishment of an Economic Commission for Africa,

Bearing in min~ the views expressed by the African countries Ethiopia,
Ghana, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, SUdan, Tunisia and the United Arab Repub­
lie, 1/ by the United Kingd0ffi of Great Bri tain and Northern Ireland, ?J
and the views of other delegations expressed in the Council,

Establishes an
t.~rma of reference:

Economic Commission for Africa, with the following

1. The Economic Co;nmwBion for Africa, acting within the framework
.9f the policies of the United Nations and subject to the generalsuper.o
vision of the Economic and Sociel Council, shall, pro"Vided that the
Commission takes no aotion with respect' to any oountry without the agree­
ment of the Government of tha·t country.

(a) Initiate and partioi?at€ in ~easures for facilitating ooncerted
action for th" ecunomic development of Af'rica, inoluding'i tn
social aspec'cs, ·W.i.-I;!, '1 ,"';.<>,jto raiEdng the level 'of economio
activity and 187e1.3 of Iivi.ng in Africa, and for maintaining
and strengthenj.ng ·tho ecolOc;:a!nrelations of, oountri-es and
terri torts,s of llfrica"bothamong themselves and with other
oountries of the world;

'Make or ..~pbMor ,'fjuchinvect5"Sationn. and studies of eoohomill
and techno'lcgiMl problom,; and developments within th-e terri­
tories of Afri0a ".J tho COL''llission deems appropriate, ,.a.nd dill­
seminate the rp.sui:';;, .of such investiga·tions and studies;

•

1/ Offioial Records of ~~e 'Edonomi9 ahd ~ocia] 'Counoil, Twenty-fifth
Session Annexes; agenda item 6, document E73093o

?J llii. document E/3095 •

•
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(c) Undertake or sponsor the coilection, e~luation and dis­
semination of suoh economio, .technological and statistioal
information as the Commission deems appropriate;. .'.

(4) Perform, within the available·resouroes of its secretariat,
suoh advisory services as the countries and territories of
the regio. may desire, provided that suoh servioes do not
overlap with those rendered by other bodies of the United
Nations or by the specialized agencies;

... ,. . (e) Assist the. Counoil at its request in disoharging its functions
'. wi thin. the region in connexion with an:! eoonomic problems,
including problems in the field of teohnioal assistance;. .

(f) Assist in the formulation and development of co~ordinated
policies as a basis for practioal aotion in promoting eoonomio
and teohnological development in the region;

$ •

'j. .... :. ~

t '. 4oo' ~ "

(g) In carrying out the above functions, deal as'appropriate with
the eocial,aspects of eoonomic development and the'inter~
relationship of eoonomio and sooial factors.

"

,.::'. 2. 'Ihe,:Gommission is empowered to make. recommendations on any matter
within its oompetence direotly to the Governments of the members or as­
800iate members concerned, to governments admitted in a oonsultative
~apaoity, and to the .speoialized agencies. The Commission shall submit

_ for prior consideration by the Economio and Sooial Council any of its
propo8a~s for. activities that would have important effects on th~ 600­
.~sy of th~ world as. a whole.

3. The Commission may, after disoussion with' any specialized agenoy
.~oonoerned .and with the approval of the. Economic and Sooial Council,

r' establish such subsidiary bodies as .it deems appropriate for faoilitat­
,. i~.the oarrying out of its responFibilities.

4.. '!he .geographioal scope of the Commission I s work 'shall be the
,whole oontinent of Afrioa,Madagascar and other African islands.

5. Membership of the Commission shall be open to: Algeria, 11
:Botswana, jf Burundi, 1/ Cameroon, 21 Central Afrioan Republio t ~
Chad, 1I 0Qngo (Braszaville), 21 Congo (Demooratio Republic of), ~

,
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Dahomey, ~ Equatorial Guinea, 11/ Ethiopia, Gabon, ~ Gambia, if Ghana,
GUinea, 11 Ivory Coast, ~ Kenya, §/ Lesotho, 11 Liberia, Libya, Madagas-
oar, 2/ Malawi, 'l! MaU, 5J Mauritania, .!Q/ Mauritius, 11/ Morocco, Niger,2!
Nigeria, ~ Republic of South Africa, WRwanda, J! Senegal, ~ Sierra
Leone, J!il Somalia, SUdm, 'i/ Swaziland, 11/ Togo, if Tunisia, Uganda, J!
United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, W Upper Volta, :i/
Zambia, 21 and to any 0ther State in the area which may hereafter become
a member of the United Nations, provided that States which shall cease
to have any territorial responsibilities in Africa shall cease to be
members of the Commission.

6. The following shall be associate members of the .Commission:

(a) The Non-Self-Governing Territories situated within the
geographical area defined in paragraph 4 above I

(b) Powers other than Portugal responsible for international rela­
tions of those Territories.

1. Representatives of associate members shall be entitled to
participate without vote in all meetings of the Commission, whether
sitting as commission or as committee of the whole.

§/ Member of the United Nations since 1965.
II Member of the United Nations sinoe 1958.Y Member of the United Nations since 1963.
2J Member of the United Nations since 1964.

j§j Member of the United Nations since 1961.
IT! Member of the United Nations since 1968.

1SI See resolution 914 D IV (XXXVI) of the Economic and Social Council
which reads:

"The Economic and Social Council

"I. Decides to reconsider its decisicn on the recommendation
of the Economic Commission for Africa in respect of the membership
of the Republic of South Africa,

"2. Decides that the Republic of South Africa shall not take
part in the work of the Economic Commission for Africa until the
Council, on the recommendaticn of the Economic Commission for Afrioa,
shall find that conditions for constructive co-operation have been
restored by a change in its racial policy".

ll! Formed on 26 April 1964 by the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar,
. whieh became Members of the United Nations in 1961 and 1963

respectively.
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8. "Representatives of associate .members shall be eli~ble to be

appointed as members of any·eommittee. or any other sUbordinate body
whioh may 'be' set up by the Commission', and .to hold office insuoh
bodies •

. i·. 9. The 'Cominission shall invite any Member of the' ~ni.ted"Nations
not a member ot the Commis1ilion to par.tioipate, in a consulta.ti"ITe oapacity,
in its oonsideration of any matter of particular concern to that non- ­
member, folloWing the praotices of the Economic and Social Ccuncil.

10. The Commission shall invite representatives of speciali~ed

agencies tc attend its meetings and to participate, without vote, in
its deliberations with r~spect to items on ite agenda relating to mat-

. ters within the'soope of their activities; and it may invite observers
from euoh other inter-governmental organizations as it may consider
desirable, in accordance with the practioes of the Economic and Social
Council.

11. The Commission shall take measures to ensure that the necessary
liaison.shall'oe maintained with other organs of the United Nations and
with the' specializedagEmciee, with special attention. to the avoidance
of a duplication of effort. The Commission shall establish appropriate
liaison and co-operation with other regional economiccommiss10ns in
accordanoe with the resolutions and directives of the Economic and
Social Council and tne General Assembly.

12. The Commission may establish such liaison as it deems approp­
riate with inter-governmental organizations in Africa operating in the
same field.

13. The Commission shall make arrangements for oonsultation with
non-governmental organizations which have been granted consultative
status by the Economic and. Sooial Council, in accordanoe with the
prinoiples approved by the Council' for this purpose.

14. The Commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure, inolud­
ing the method of selecting it~ ohairman and other officers.

15·
from the

The~~inistrative budget of the Commission shall be finanoed
funds of the United Nations.. -

16. The Secret~ry~General of the United Nations shall appoint the
Executive Secretary of the Commission. The staff of the Commission
shall form part of the Secretariat of the United Nations.

, r-o';:'
-.

11. The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social Council
once a year a full report on its activities and plans, including those
of any subsidiary bodies. For those years in which the Commission does
not hold a session, the Exeoutive Secretary shall submit to the Economic
and Social Council a f~l report of its activities and plans, including

7
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those ·of any subsidiary bodies, after approval by the Chairman of the
se~sion in question and oiroulation to Governments of member States for
their oomments and any necessary modif:i.oations.. - .' ','., ".

18. The headquarters of the Commission and its seoretariat shall
be looated in Africa. ·Th" sHe of the headquarters shall be deoided
by the Economic and Sooial Council in oonsultation with the Seoretary­
General of the United Nations. 1AI The Commission may in due oourse
also establish suoh sub-regional offices as it may find neoessary.

19. The first session of the Commission shall be oalled by the
Seoretary-General of the United Nation" as soon as praotioable, but not
later than the end of 1958. The Commission shall at eaoh session deoide
upon the looali ty of the meet5.ng of its next session, due consideration
being given to the principle that the Commission should meet·at its
headquarters or in the different oountries of Afrioa •
.~. : .

20. 'fllEi'. Economio arid Sooial Council' 'shaH, from time to time,
make speoial reviews of the work of· the ·Commission.

1AI At its 1018th meeting, on 29 April 1958, the COUnoil decided to
ohoose by ballot among the five sites proposed as the headquar~ers

of the Economic Commission. for Afrioa. Addis Ababa was chosen as
the headquarters of the Commission•

. "'. ',' ,



lI/C'J-1.4/111jR.v.3
Page 6

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

As adopted at the first session of the Commission (E/CN.14/3!Rev.l) and
amended by the Commission at its eighth session (E/CN.14/143) and by

the Economic and Social Council at its forty-fifth session
LFesolution 1377(XLV)] . .

I. SESSIONS

DATE AND PLA"CE OF SESSIONS

Rule 1

Sessions of the Commission shall be held:

(a) At a date reoommended by the Commission at a previous session
afteroonsultation with the Seoretary-General, and approved
by the Economio and Sooial Counoil;

(b) Within forty-five days of a request to that effect by the
Council;

(c) At the request of the majority of the members of the Commission,
after consultation with the Executive Secretary;

(d) On such other occasions as the Chairman, in oonsultation with
the Vioe-Chairmen and the Executive Secretary, deems neoessary.

Rule 2

Each session oonvened in pursuanoe of sub-paragraph (a) of rule 1
shall be held at a plaoe decided upon by the Commission at a previous
session, due oonsideration being given to the principle that the Com­
mission should meet at its headquarters or in the different oountries
of Afrioa.

Sessions oonvened in pursuance of sub-paragraphs (b), (0) or (d)
of rule 1 shall be held at a plaoe determined by the Seoretary-General
in oonsultation with the Chairman of the Commission.

Rule 3

At the request of the majority of the members of the Commission,
or in speoial oases, the date and place of the session may be altered
by the Seoretary-General in consultaticn with the Chairman of the
Commission and the Council's Interim Committee on Programme of Co~

ferenoes.
/
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NOTIFICATION OF DATE OF OPENING

Rule 4

The Executive Secretary shall notif~' the members and the
associate members of the Commission of the date and place of the first
meeting of each session at least forty-two days before the commenoement
of the .session. SUch notification shall also be made to the specialized
agencies and tc the International Atomic Energy Agency, to inter-govern­
mental organizations in Africa operating in the same field as the Com­
mission with which liaison has been established by the Commission, to
the non-governmental organizations in category A and to the appropriate
non-governmental organizations in category B and on the Register.

II. AGENDA

DRAlITNG UP AND COMMUNICATION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Rule 5

The provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by the
Executive Secretary in ccnsultation with the Chairman of the Commission
and shall be communicated in three copies, together with the basic docu­
ments relating to each item; to the members and associate members of
the Commission and to the organs, agencies and organizations referred
to in rUle 4 not later than forty-two days prior to the opening of the
session.

Rule 6

The provisional agenda shall include items proposed by:

(a) The Commission at a preVlOUS session;

(b) The Eoonomio and Social Council;

(c) Any member or associate member of the Commission;

(d) The Chairman of the Commission;

(e) The Executive Secretary;

(f) A subsidiary .body of the Commission;

(g) A specialized agency or the International Atomic Energy Agency,
in accordance with the agreements concluded between the United
Nations and such. agencies;
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(h) Non-governmental organizations in ~ategory A, subjeot to the
provisions of rule 8.

Rule 7

Before the Exeoutive Seoretary plaoes an item proposed by a
spe"eiiliied "'agenoy on the provisional agepda, he shall oarJ1Y out with
the'agenoy c?noerned suoh preliminary consultations as may be neoessary.

Rule 8

Non~governmental organizations in oategory A may propose items on
matters within their competence for the provisional agenda of the
Commission, subject to the followingcondif,ions:

(a) An organi~ation whioh intends to propose suoh an item shall
inform the EX:ecr,tive Secretary at least seventy days before
the commencement of the session, and before formally proposing
an item, shall give due oonsideration to any oomments the
"~ecutive Secretary may make;

eb) ,'''The proposal' shall be formally submitted with the relevant
.... " .: ·bis.iodocumentation .not less" than fifty-six days before the

.coiluriencement of the" session.
'. ' .

., ::

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Rule 9

The first item on the provisional agenda of any session after the
election of the: Chairman shall be the adoption of the agenda.

REVISION OF THE AGENJ)A

Rul.e 10"

After the agenda has been adopted the Commission may amend it at"
any time. In the event that a member Government does not reoeive the
reports,- studies and doouments to be oonsidered during a session forty­
two days in advanoe, it shall have the right to request that the items
to which those ::'c:::o~":'J, studies. anddoouments refer should be excluded
from the agenda, and the Commission shall immediately grant suoh a
request •

. Notwi ths'tanding the foregoing provisions, if, ·when an item is
submitted for consideration by the Commission, three-quarters or more
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of the members accredited to attend a given session insist that it should
nevertheless be discussed, that majority decision shall prevail.

III. :REPRESENTkl'lON AND CREDENTIALS

Each member and associate member shall be represented on the Com­
mission by an accredited representative.

, A representative may be acoompanied to the sessions of the"Cominissfbn
by alternate repr.esenta'tives and advisers, and, when a,bsent, he may, be
replac~d by an alternate representative.

The credentials of rep~escntatives and the names of alternate
representatives and advisers shall be submitted to the Executive Secre­
tary before the first meeting which the representatives are to attend.
The Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen shall examine the credentials and
submi~~heir report to the Cummission. This rule shall not,hbwever,
pre~'nta member or associate member from, ohanging its representatives,
alternate representatives or advisers subsequently, subject to proper
submission and examination ofc::,'od:entials ,. where needed.

IV. OFFICERS

ELECTIOn OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN AND RAPPORTEUR

Rule 14

""The 'Commission sha11,at the oOinmenoement of the' first ~eeting held
in the 'course of each session, eleci;' from among therepres'entatives of
members a Chairman, a First Vice-Chairman, a ,Second Vice~Chairman and
a Ra-ppcrteur.,

TERMS OF OFFICE

The officers of the Commission shall hold office. until their su~

cessors are elected. They shall be eligible for' re-election.

•
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ACTING CHAIRMAN

Rule 16

If the Chairman is absent from a meeting or any part thereof, the
First Vice-Chairman or, in the latter's absence, the Second Vice-Chairman,
shall preside. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the same
powers and duties as the Chairman.

REPLACIDlElfT OF CHAIRMAN

Rule 17.

If the Chairman oeases to represent a member of the Commission,
or is so incapaoitated that he oan no longer hold office, the First Vioe­
Chairman shall become Chairman for the unexpired portion of the term.
If the First Vioe-Chairman also oeases to represent a member of the
Commission or is SO inoapaoitated that he oan no longer hold offioe,
the Seoond Vice-Chairman shall become Chairman for the unexpired por­
tion of the term.

VOTING RIGHTS OF THE CHAIRMAN

Rule 18

.The Chairman or a Vice-Chairman aoting as Chairman shall partici­
pate in the meetings of the Ccmmission in that capacity and not as the
representative of the member by whom he is accredited. In such cases
an alternate representative shall be entitled to represent the member
ooncerned in the meetings of the Commission and exercise the right to
vote.

V. COMMIT~S OF THE COMMISSION

Rule 19

At each session, the Commission may set up suoh oommittees of the
whole or oommittees of limited membership as it deems necessary and
refer to them any questions of the agenda for study and report. The
Commission may, in consultation with the Executive Secretary, authorime
such oommittees to meet while the Commission is not in session.

Rule 20

The members of the oommittees of the Commission shall be nominated
by the Chairman, subject to the approval by the Commission, unless the
Commission decides otherwise.
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Rule 21

These rules of prooedure shall apply to the proceedings of the
oo~ittees, unless the Commission decides otherwise.

VI. SECRETARIAT

Rule 22

The Executive Seoretary shall act in that capacity at all meetings
of the Commission, its committees and subsidiary bodies. He maydesig­
nate another member of the staff to take his plaoe at any meeting.

Rule 23

The Exeoutive Seoretary shall direct the staff provided by the
Seoretary-General and reQuired by the Commission and any subsidiary
bodies thereof.

Rule 24

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for keeping the members
and associate members of the Commission informed of any ques~ions whioh
may be brought before it for consideration.

Rule 25

At the beginning of each session the Executive Secretary shall
present a report on the work progra~mA of the secretariat during the
period between the previous and the current session. In the periods
between sessions, the Fxccut:~'i: Se~l'utc.ry shall see that in so far as
possible, members and associate members are informed of the results of
the work in progress and of the opjnions expressed by Governments of
members and associate members regarding ouch results.

Rule 26_._--
The Executive Seoretary or his representative may, subject to rule

41, make oral as well as written statements to the Commission, its oom­
mittees and its SUbsidiary bodies concerning any question under oonsider~
tion.

Rule 27

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for all the neoessary
arrangements for meetings of the Commission, its oommittees and its sub­
sidiary bodies.
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Rule 28

The seore~ariat shall interpret speeohes made at meetings; shall
reoeive, translate and oiroulate the doouments of the Commission, its
committees and its subsidiary bodies; shall publish and oiroulate the
reoords of the sessions, the resoluti.ons of the ,Commission and the re­
levant dooumentation required. It shall have the oustody of the doou­
ments in the arohives of the Commission and generally perform all other
work whioh the Commission may require.

Rule 29

Before any proposal which involves expenditure from Unitsd Nations
funds is approved by the Commission or by any of its subsidiary bodies,
the Exeoutive Secretary shall prepare and oiroulate to members, as early
as possible, a separate estimate of the oost of the proposal. It shall
be', the duty of the Chairman to draw the attention of the members to this
estimate and invite disoussions on it when the proposal is oonsidered
by the Commission or by a subsidiary body.

Rule 30

:The EXeoutive Seoretary in oarrying out his funotions shall aot
Under the authority and on behalf of the Seoretary-General.

VII. LANGUAGES

WORKING LANGUAGES

Rule 31

English and Frenoh shaJ.l be~,he worldng'languages of. the Commission.

INTERPRETATION FROM A WORKING LANGUAGE

Rule 32

Speeches made in either of the working languages shall be inter­
preted into the other working language.

INTERPRETATION FROM OTHER LANGUAGES

Rule 33

Any representative may mcke a speeoh in a language other than the
working languages. In this case, he shall himself provide for the
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interpretation into one of the working.languages. The interpretation
into the other working language by an interpreter of the secretariat
may be, based on the intel?pretation'given in a. working' lang1,lage~" '. . .. ' .

r-

LANGUAGE.OF RECOR1:lS
.'C

o
: •

Rule }4·'

Reoords shall b,e drawn up in the working languages." .

. ',

LANGUAGE OF RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER FORMAL ACTIONS

Rule 35

All resolutions, reoommendations and other formal decisionB of the
Commission, including the annual reports' 'referred to in rule 69, shall
be mad.e available in the working languages. . . .

'-' ... ~

~ '" '.'
vrrr.,PVBLICAND,PRIVATEMEETINGS

Rule 36

The meetings of the CommisBion shall be held in public unless the
Commission decides otherwise.

Rule 37

it ~tlie 'clpse of '!Iaoh private, 'meeting. thEl ColllilliBsion may issue a
oommUlt1.que through the .Exeoutive 'Secretary.

" .
" . IX.• , RECORDS

SUMMARY RECORDS OF. PUBLIC MEETINGS

Rule 38

Summary records of the meetings of the Commission shall be kept
by the seoretariat. They shall be sent as soon as possible to the
representatives of members and associate members and to the repre­
sentatives of any other Government, agency or organimation which parti­
oipated in the meetings oonoerned. Such representatives shall inform
the secretariat not later than seventy~two hours after the oiroulation
of any summary records of any ohanges they wish to ha.ve made. Any dill­
agreement, ccncerning such.ohanges shall be referred to the' Chairman,
whose deoision shall be final.
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Rule 39

The oorreoted version of the summary reoords of publio meetings
shall be distributed as soon as possible in aooordanoe with the praotioes
of the Economio and Sooial Counoil. This shall inolude distribution
to assooiate members, to inter-governmental organizations in Afrioa
operating in the same field as the Commission with whioh liaison has
been established by the Commission, to non-governmental organizations
in oategory A and to the appropriate non-governmental organizations in
oategory Band on.the Register and, on appropriate oooasions, to
representatives of Governments admitted to partioipate in the delibera­
tions of the Commission in a oonsultative oapaoity.

RECORDS OF PRIVATE MEETINGS

Rule 40

The oorreoted version of the summary reoords of private meetings
shall be distributed as soon as possible to the members and assooiate
members of the Commission and to any other representatives of Governments,
agenoies or organizations whioh may have partioipated in suoh private
meetings. They shall be made publio at suoh time and under suoh oondi­
tions as the Commission may deoide.

RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER FORMAL ACTIONS

Rule 41

Ae eoon as possible, the text of all reports, resolutions, reoom­
mendations and other formal deoisions made by the Commission, its oom­
mittees and its subsidiary bodies, shall be distributed to the members
and associate members of the Commission, to the other regional eoonomio
oommissions, to the specialized agenoies and to the International Atomio
Energy Agency, to inter-governmental organizations in Afrioa operating
in the same field as the Commission with whioh liaison has been established
by the Commission, to the non-governmental organizations in oategory A
and to the appropriate non-governmental organizations in oategory Band
on the Register.

x. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

QUORUM

Rule 42

A majority of the members of the Commission shall oonstitute a
quorum.

•

•
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POWERS OF T'rlE ClLURMAN

]ulo 43

In addition to exercising the pcwers ccnferred upon him elsewhere
by these rules, tho Chairman shal;I.declare the cpening and closing of
each meeting of the Commission, shall direct the discussicn, ensure the
observanoe of these rules, and shall accord the right to speak, put
questicns to the vote, and announce decisionc. 'TheChairman.su,bject
tc these rules, shall have c.onbrol of the prcceedings of the' Commission
and cver the mainter~n0e of order at its meetings. He shall rule on
points of order and shall h'"ve, in :9articular, the power to propose
adjournment or closure of ' the debate or adjolITnment or suspension of a
meeting.

Debate shall be confined to the question before the Commission and
the Chairman may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant
to the subject under disouscion.

POINTS OF ORDER

Bule 44.

During the discussion of any matter a representative may at any
time raise a point of order and the point of order shall be immediately
decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure. A
representative may appeal against tha ruling cf the Chairman. 'The appeal
shall be immediately put to tbe vote, and the ruling of the Chairman
,shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the members present and
voting.

A representative may Clot in raifling a point cf order speak on
the substance cf the matter UDder discussion.

AD.JOURNMENT OF DEBATE:

During the dil2lcus;::i_on 0f" any rna.tt8r, a reprBsentativa may move the
adjournment of the debate on the item under disoussion. In addition

, to the proposer of the motion, one reprecentative may speak in favour
of and ona against the motion, after which the motion shall be,im­
mediately put to the vote.
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TI!l\E-LIMIT ON SPEECHES

Rule 46 •

" The'G~mmission may limit the time allowedt~ eaoh speaker and the
number of times each representative may speak on any 'l.uestiont.except
on.procedural ''l.uestions, when the Chairman shall limit eagh intervention
to a maximum of five minutes. When debate is limited and a,repr~senta­

tive exceeds his allotted time, the Chairman shall call him to.order
without delay.

•

CLOSING OF LIST OF SPEAKERS

Rule 47

During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the list
of speakers and, with the oonsent of the Commission, declare the list
closed. The Chairman may, however, aocord the right of reply to any
representative if, in his opinion, a speeoh delivered after he has
declared the list closed makes this desirable. When the debate on an
item is concluded because thare are no other speakers, the Chairman
shall deolare the debate closed. Such olosure shall have the same
effect as closure by the consent of the Commission.

CLOSURE OF DEBATE

Rule 48. '.., .•

. ,
A representative may at any time move the closure of th~~ebate

on the item under disoussion, whether or not any other reprcsel1tative
has signified·his wi~h ·to speak. Permission to Bpeak o~. the ,closure
of the 'debate sb.all be ,!j,ooQrq.edonly 1:0 tw() sp~"kers oppofiing the,
olosure, after which the motion shall' be immediately put to' th'evbte.

,
SUSPENSION OR ADJOURNMENT OF 'IRE MEETING'

"aure '49
'"

During"the disC1.!ssionof any 'matter, a representat~~e'"ml>Y move the
suspension. or the adjour~ent of the meeting. No discussion on such
motions shall.be, permitted, and they shall be immediately'put' to the
vote.
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ORDER OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS

Rule 50

• SUbjeot to rule 42, the following motions &ball have preoedenoe in
the following order over all other pro~aalft or motioms before the meet­
ingl

1. To sUBpend the meeting;

2. To adjourn the meeting;

3. To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

4. For the olosure of the debate on the item under disoussion.

SUBMISSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND SUBSTANTIVE

AMENDMENTS OR MOTIONS

Rule 51

Draft resolutions ~hall be introduoed in writing and handed to the
Exeoutive Seoretary, who shall oiroulate oopies to representatives twenty­
four hours before they are discussed and voted upon, unless the Commission
deoides otherwise.

Rule 52

Upon re~uest of any member or assooiate member the text of any
pr~posal or amendment thereto made by another member or assooiate
member shall be handed over to the Chairman in writing and shall be
read by him before any further speaker is oalled upon, and also immediately
before a vote is taken on suoh a proposal or amendment. The ChairmaA may
direot that any proposal or amendment. be oiroulated to the repr.sentati~eB

present before a vote is taken. This rule shall not apply '&0 proo.!dural
motions suoh as those referred to in rule 48.

DECISION ON COMPETENCE

Rule 53

Subjeot to rule 50, any motion oalling for a deoision on the oom­
petenoe of the Commission to adopt a proposal Bubmitted to it shall be
put to the vote immediately before a vote is taken on the proposal in
question.
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A l1l0ti;,qn,.maybll withdrawn by its ,Proposer at a,ny time before voting
on it has,qo;mmell(le4o,:pr.ovided that the mo,tion hilS not b.een amended. A
motion which has thus been withdrawn'may'be reintroduced by; .&01 repre­
sentative.

I

•
.t:..;

, -,

XI • yo TING

VOTING RIGHTS

';"'.''''' Rule 55,

Each member of the Commission shall have one vote.

MAJORITY 'mQUIRED AND MEANIltG OF 'mE EXPRESSION

"MEMBERS PRESENT AND VOTING"

,', Rule 56

. , ,

~ .. '

.!' I 1

. Decisions.o~ the Commission sh~ll ·be mage by a majority of the. . .'
lIIembers pr'il!!e!1-'!; and yoting. , 'C

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase' "members present and
voting" means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members
who abstain from voting are considered as not voting.

O'mOD OF. ,VOTING,

Rule 57
.,

",., '.', ..• ';, Subjec:t to rule 60, the Commission shall normally vote by show of
" ; .hlllnds, except tha,.~.a,ny member may request,aroll-oall, whi,ch shall then

be taken in the Epglish.alphabetical order of. the names of the members,
beginning with the State whose name is drawn by lot' by'the Chairman.

.'

RECORDING OF ROLL-CALL

Rule 58

The' v.ote ot each, member partioipating, in any roll~pall shall be
,,' inserted in the' 'record.,

7
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CONDUCT DURING VOTING

Rule 59

• After the voting has commenced, no member shall interrupt the voting
exoept on a point of order in connexion with the aotual conduot of the

• voting. Brief statements by representatives consisting solely of explana­
tions of their votes may be permitted by the Chairman, if he deems it
neoessary, before the voting has commenced or after the voting has been
oompleted.

DIVISION OF PROPOSALS

Rule 60

The Commission may, at the re~uest of a representative, decide to
put a motion or resolution to the vote in parts. If this is done, the
text resulting from the series of votes shall be put to the vote as a
whole. If all the operative parts of a proposal have been rejeoted, the
proposal shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole.

VOTING ON AMENDMENTS

Rule 61

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal,
the Commission shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in
substance from the original proposal and then on the amelldment next
furthest removed therefrom, and soon, until all amendments have been
put to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended
proposal shall be put to the vote in its original form.

A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it adds to,
deletes frcm or revises that proposal.

VOTING ON PROPOSALS

Rule 62

If two or more proposals relate to the same ~uestion, the Commission
shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order
in which theY have been submitted.

The. Commission may, after each vote on a proposal, decide whether
to vote on the next proposal.
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.Any motions reCJ.uir:lll(; ',ho-t no 'deoision bc taken on the substanoe of
such proposals shall, howover, be considered as previous questions and
shall be put to the vote before thom.

EGECTTONS

flule 63

All elections of i~dividuals shall be decided by secret ballot unless,
in the absence of objections, the Commission decides otherwise.

If one elective plaoe is to bo filled and no candidate obtains in
the first ballot the majority required, a s'econd ballot shall be taken,
confined·to the two candidates obt~ining the largest number of votes.
If in the seoond ballot tho votes are equa,ll;r divided, the Chairman' she.ll
decide' be'tween the candid""bcs by cJ.raFi.ng lots •.

In the case of a tie in the fJ.:rst ballot, amollg the candidates obtain­
ing the second largest nu~b8r of vJteo, a special ballot shall be held
for the purposo of reducins tho ~~ber of candidates to two. In the case
of a tie among thr8e or mor3 c~ndido-te0 obtaining the largest number of
votes, a seoond ball. ot oilalJ. bo held.; it [>, tic results among more than
two candidates, the number shall, bo reduc,,,d 'GO ·t"o by lot.

lfuen two 0:::' mor" eJ uoH"''' pInceD :>.r" to oe filled atone time under
the same condition", thoso0andi,ktefJ obtaining a majority on the first
ballot shall be elected,

"I~ the number of cannidates obtaining such majority is less than the
number of places to be fill"d, there shall be held additional ballots. to
fill the remaining places. 1~e voting will be restricted to the uandi­
dates obtaining the greo-test number of votes in the previous ballot, who
shall number not more than t~,ic" tile pla')es' remaining to be filled. How­
ever, in the case of a tic between 0- grGater number of unsuocessful candi­
dates, a special ballot shall be h"lcl. for the J?urpose of reducing the
n.umber of candidates to tho rsquir"d number.

~: ' ,::; ,',.L.:! '" ~

',-', If three rest:d.otoa ballots are in.ooriolusive, unrestricted ballots
shall follow in which vo·tes may be ces:, for aIl0' eligible person or member.
If three such unrestricted ballcts are inconclusive, the next three bal­
lo'ts '(suoject to exoeption in'th;) or.se similar to that 'of· the tie men­
tioned at the end of the prJvious ~aragrap~ of this rule) shall be

•

•
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res'trictod to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes' in: the
third of the unrestricted ballots. The number of such c3:Ildidates shall not
be more than twice the places remaining to be filled •

•
The following three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and BO on,

until all the places are filled •
•

EQUALLY DIVIDED VOTE>

Rule 66

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the proposal
shall be regarded as rejected.

XII. SUBSIDIARY BODIES

Rule 67

, The Commission m~, after consultation with any specialized' agency concerned,
.• , ~ with :the approval of the Economic and Social Council" eet up such continua.l­

.: r"act.ingsubsicli.ary D-odics. as it deems necessary fcr the performance of its
~ctio~ and shall define the powers 2~d composition of each of them •

....". :, ..

Rule 68

Subsidiary bodies shall adopt their own rules of procedure unless other­
wise decided by the Commission.

!' . XIII. REPORTS

Rule 69
" ,"

Tll,eCammission shall submit to the Economic and Social Council once a year
a fUll report, on its activities and plans, including those ofits~ubsidiary
bodies. 'For'those years during which the Commission does not hold a ~ession,

its report, approved by tho Chairman and circulated to Governmonts of member
States f?r their comments and any necessary modifications, shall be submitted
to th~. EConomic and Social Council by the EJeecutive Socretary.

,XIV. PARTICIPATION OF IICl.ffiERS OF THE UNITED, NATIONS,

NOT MDlBERS OF THE Cm@.!ISSION

Rule 70

The Connnission shall invite any ~!ember of the United Nations not,a member
of the Connnission to participate in its deliberations on any matter which the
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Commission considers is of a particular concern to that Member. Any Member
thus invited shall not have the right to vote but may submit proposals which
may be put to the .vote by a request of any member of the Commission.

Rule 71

A committee may invite any Member of the United Nations which is not one
of its own members to participate in its deliberations cn any matter which
the Committee considers of a particular concern to that Member. Any Member
so invited shall not have the right to vote, but may submit proposals which
may be put to the vote by a request of any member of the Committee.

XV. PARTICIPATION OF, AND CONSULTATION VlITH,

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

Rule 72

•

•

t·

In accordance with the agreements concluded between the United Nations
and the specialized agencies, the agree~ents concluded between the United
Nations and the International Atomic Energy Agency, and the terms of refer­
ence of the Commission, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency shall be entitled to be represented at meetings of the Commission
and its committees, to participate through their representatives in the deli­
berations with respect to items relating to matters within the scope of their
actiVities, and to submit proposals regarding such items, which may be nut
tc the vote on request of any member of the Commission or the Committees
ooncerned.

Rule 73

Where an item propoposed for the provisional agenda for a session contains
a proposal for new activities to be undertaken by the United Nations relating
to matters which are of direct concern to one or more specialized agencies
or the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Executive Secretary shall enter
into consultation with the agency or agencies concerned and report to the
Commission on the means of achieving oo-ordinated use of the resources of the
respective agencies.

Where a proposal put forward in the course of a moeting for new activities
to be undertaken by the United Nations relates to matters which are of direct
concern to one or more specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy
Agency, the Executive Secretary shall, after suoh consultation as may be pos­
sible with the representatives at the meeting of the other agency or agencies
concerned, draw the attention of the meeting to these implications of the pro­
posal.

Before deciding on proposals referred to above, the Commission shall
satisfy itself that adequate consultations have taken place ,lith the agencies
concerned.

•:
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XVI. CONSULTATIONS 'lITH NON-GlOVERNllmTAL ORGANIZATIONS

~le14

Non~overnnienta.l,o;€~i.2i~tions in categories A and B and'onthe Register
ma;y designat·e"'atithorizcd. .representatives to, sit as observers at' public meet- .
ings of the Coinmissiozi. .

Rule '75
.'; ',' ,"; j - . .

Written statefuerits relevant'to the work of the Commission or its subsi­
diar,y bodies ma;y be submitted by organizations in categories A and B on sub­
jects for whioh these organizations have.a special competence. Such state­
ments shall be cirCUlated by the Executive"Secretar,y to the members and
associate members of,th,e C.ommission.~cept th,ose stateL.ents which 'have become
obsolete" 'e;g., those dealing with matters already disposed of.

I " -;. . . ,- '. .'

,••. " i

. Rule 76

The following con4itions .s~ll ~e observed regarding the submission and
circulation of such written statements:

(a)

(b)

'fo')

The written statement shall be submitted in one of the working
languages of the commissioni

It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate consultation
to take place between the Executi.v~'Secretar,yand the organization
before circulation; ' .

,- " '.'

'The Oi'gaziization shall give dueconsidera.tion to any commehts which
the EXecutive Secretary maY make in the course of such consulta.tion
before transmitting the stateQent in final form;

(d) A written statement submitted by 'anorganization in categor,y A or B
willbe ci~culatedin full if i tdoes.·not ~ceed 2,000 words~ Where.
astatliment is in excess.of2,OOOworq..s, the organization shall'

'. 'submit·l·a sUmmary 'which' will be circulated. or shall iiilpply suffioient
copies of the full text in the working languages fer distribution.
A statement will also be oirculated in full, however, upon the
specific request of the Commission;

(e) The Executive Secretary m/33 invite organizations on the Register to
submit written statements. The provisions of paragraphs (a), (c)
and (d) above shall apply to such state.,ents;

(r) A written statement or summar,y, as the case ma;y be, will be circulated
by the Executive Secretary in the working languages of the Commission.
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Rule n
The Commission and its sUbsidiary bodies ma;}' consult with organizations

in category A or B either directly or through a committee or committees
established for the purpose. In .all cases, such oonsultations may be .
arranged on the invitation of the COmmission or the subsidiary body or on the
request of the organization.

On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary and at the request of
the Commission or one of its subsidiary bodies, organizations on the Register
ma;}' also be heard by the Commission or its subsidiary bodies.

Rule 78

The Commission ma;}' recommend that an organization which 'has special
competence in a particular field should undertake specific studies or
investigations or prepare specific· papers for the Commission. The limita­
tions of rule 76 Cd) shall not apply in this case.

XVII. AMJiNDMl!I'lTS AND SUSPl!lfSIONS OF RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rule 79

Any of these rules ma;y be amended or suspended by the Commission.

Rule 80

These rules rna;}' not be amended until the Commission has received the re­
port on the proposed amendments from a committee of the Commission.

Rule 81

A rule of procedure ma;}' .be. suspended by the Commission provided that twenty­
four hours' notice of the proposal for the suspension has been given. The
notice ma;}' be waived if.no member objects.

) c,~
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