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E/ECA/BUS{35 . .

A. Attendance and_qrganizaticn of work

The high level: meeting:on the developient: of,bulldlng materials. 1ndustr1es
“in. Afrrca was held at ECA Aﬂdls Ababa from 26 to 29 A.pr11 1988

= hits

The meetxng was attended by representatlves of the following member States

of the Economic Commission for Africa : Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo,

' Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda,

Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Unlted Republlc of Tanzanla, Uganda, Zalre and Zambia,

.'3.

.

The followving. cOuntrles were represented at ‘the- meetxng by observers ¢ France

‘ and the Unlted Kangdom.

The follow1ng Unlted Natlons organs, organlzatlons and bodles were represented

_at the meeting : United Nations Centre for Humai' Settlements (UNCHS/Habitat),
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Unlted Natrons Industrlal Developmeut
Organization (UNIDO) : .

L

The :following in.- governmental organizations attended as observers:: African
Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), Commonwealith Science Council (CSCY
and Shelter—Afrlque.

Welcome and openrng address (agenda 1tem 1)

6.

In his openlng address, Professor Adebayo Adedejl, Unlted Natzons Under-Secreta;y-
General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, welcomed the
delegates and’ stressed‘the need to radice the cost of shelter for the Iow-lncome
segments of:the: population in African countries through- greater field appllcatlon
-of-the results of reseatth findings., "He pledged the support of ECA to assist membeyp
States thtough the implémentation of a regional project on the development of
building materlals 1ndustr1es under UNDP fundlng, and WIshed the delegates a very

f‘frultful meetlng. ‘

Electxon of offlcers (agenda ltem,2)

1.

Chaxrman

SRS Flrst Vlce—Chalrman N

E".‘:"'Ser‘:sc'imd Vice~Chairman-

Rapporteur - -

oe

The follow1ng offleers vere elected to the bureau :

"Hon.-Albert Yaugarl, Hzgh Commlssloneﬂ
o Vice-Prime Mlnlster -] folce, Gabon

TN

- Han, Chleftazness Mulen;e Nkomesha, SR

Mlnlster of State, Zambla T

Hon." Issaga Traore, Minister of Housxng, R

Burklna Faso

-'Mr. Slmeon Adeylnka, D1rector, Public Bulldlng and

Housing (Construction), Nigeria
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Adoptlan of the =azenda and organxzatlon of work (agenda item 3) e '~~7’ i .:

8. p The meetlng adopted the followzng agenda as contalned in document E/ECA/HMBMI
HUS Inf. 1 : . : ) _

'1r ;Welcome and openlng address

2. Election .of officers - ‘

3. Adoption of agenda and otganlzatlon of work

4. - Proposed programme of action for the development and commerclallzatlon

of 1ocaL1y produced building materials

5. Draft project document on development of buzldlng materlals 1ndustr1es
. .in Africa ‘ :

-G+ Adoption of a programme of action -

. 7. -Adoption of draft project.document :

8, Adoption of the draft final report of the meetlng

. 9. The meeting adopted the organlzatlon of- work as contalned Ln document _
E/ECA/HMBM/HUS/Inf 3... . LoE L _ SR

C. Account of proceedlng_

Draft pro ramme of action for the develo'ment of bu11d1n'
materlals 1ndustrxes in Afrlca agenda item 4)

- 10. .The. representatlve of ECA lntroduced document. E/ECA/HUS/34 which detalled

L

.the. developmeqt of huilding materials industries in Africa to the ‘'yvear 2000, The
document hlghllghted the .need.for the development of local bu11d1ng materials in the
Afrxcan region ,, inorder to meet .the housing needs of the vast majority of the
Afrxcan populatlon, and in conformity with the Lagos Plan of Action.. Constraints

in the development and use of local building materials were then discussed as well
as key issues that require to be redressed. Finally, recommendations for actlon

to be adopted by African governments and international organizations for the .
development of local bulldlng materlals were proposed.

11. In the discussions that followed delegates pomnted to a number of 1ssues
which should be considered in the programme of action : standards and specifications,
quality control, need for a specific’ strategy, need for information on how women
would benefit from the programme, and a strategy for commercialization of local
building materlals, as well &s training of enterpreneurs to acquire the technical
know-how in the productlon of - buxldlng materials. A delegate pointed out that

if the lack of standards is a constraint to the use of local building materials,
they sbould not be tsco rigid, otherwise, they might discourage the small-gcale
entrepreneurs. Guidelines were proposed as a means of helping enterpreneurs to
maintain a reliable quality product. It was also proposed that women should be
specifically earmarked ffor greater participation in the project. :
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12. Delegates emphasised the need for mobilisation of. resources for the
commercialization of locally produced materials. The programme of action should

include a strategy for mobilization of funds both locally and 1nternat10nally to
'support productlon of local bu11d1ng materlals. ‘The nheed for a strong training
component and mechanzsm for dlssem1nat10n of 1nformat1on was also emphaslzed,-

,13. There was a general comment’ from some delegatlons that the programme of actxon
;eﬁshould.be completed by a tlmetable and a management plan.h s

;:.14 The hlgh 1eve1 meeting accepted the folloW1ng amendments ‘to’ the programme of

action on the ‘basis of the recommendatlons of a’ sub-commxttee that was appoxnted

eeafter the dlscu551ons at. plenary. )

- Annex I, Clause'9 Add. “and’ d1ssem1natxon of xnformatlon“ after the
. word appllcatxon : .

- Clause 10 replace “utzllzlng" by optxmum ut111zat10n

- Aﬂd Clause 12 T "promotzng and encouraging the effectlve partlcxpatlon 1of
women in the productlon of building materials". SRR i
ey

" - hnnex ; 11, Add the follow1ng paragraph : if"f R

: “In conformlty with the Resolution of- the Fourth Meetlng of - the Jo1nt

.., Inter~Governmental Committee on Human Settlements -and’ Environment, the

.« . Economic Commission for Africa has a key role to play in. assisting African
" Governments in the development and promotion of locally. produced materials,
-Iapart1cularly with regard to the followxng.

"€(ij ;mnblllslng funds for the purchase of the necessary plant and equzpment
for the installatiom of pilet production units; ESRTIIaT
[ , i s
P ¢ £ 5 I moblllslng flnance for field and Daboratory studies and:feasibility
77 gtudies in comnection with the establishment of pzlot plant.,s,(1

- (iii) mobilising funds for training, demonstratlon and popularlzatlon in
"~ regard to the production and use of local ‘building materlals, o

(iv) ,production of documents such as guzdellnes, manuals and 1nfotmat10n
. sheets and to facllltate thexr dlstrxbutlou, S s

i -"_(At'r:)'= monltorlng the progress of pxlot pro;ects . = -Iffag;;’af

. ; R RE L
i
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Draft project document on development of building matefials_
_in Africa (agenda item 5) R

»

15. .. The ECA representative introduced the document, and pointed out that' the
draft document presented to.the delegates was a more generalised version of the
document which will be presented to UNDP for funding. This is because UNDP &~

.+ -submission requires a specific. technical format. .The ECA representative then
reviewed the resolutions by ECA governing bodies dating .back to 1969 through the
Lagos Plan of Action (1980) and the African Priority Programme for Economic Recovery
. {1986~1990) as well as the Fourth Meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regiomal
Committee on Human Settlements and Enviromment (1987),  In the review of activities,
the secretariat emphasized the choice of six materials which would be developed

by the project, namely : stabilized soil blocks, burat-clay bricks and tiles, lime
and lime-pozzolana, and fibre concrete roofing tiles. -

16, Delegates noted in the case of burnt-ciay bricks and tiles, thédt prices were
often too high for the existing production units and suggested that the project '
should assist them in appropriate technological application. The need for dissemina-
tion and exchange of information on available technologies between States was

also emphasized. . o T B e :

17. Questions were raised regarding the inputs of co-operating agencies, member
States' capacity to fund part of their obligation and the need to include timber
in the project as well as_ the need for diversity in the projects proposed in a

subregion and the protection of the environment. in connection with the production

.- of clay bricks and tiles. It was also suggested that:local experts should be

given greater responsibilities in. the coneeptualisation and design of projects.

18, The ECA representative proposéd that paragraph'Zﬁ shouid be deleted since
. it was not required under the new UNDP format for the preparation of project
doquments. o : ' S '

19, A delepate suggested that a project should be included in the prepared
programme to utilise the red-mud which is a by-product from the processing of
_ bauxite in _Guinea.3 B

20. A question was raised on the mobilization of'fﬁndsafo:_affordéble housing
in_the project. '

21, A representative of UNIDO pledged the cooperation of his organization with
ECA in the execution of these projects and recalled the very interesting experiences
of Ethiopia with light-weight building materials called PKG, manufactured from
pumice. Information is available from UNIDO. He also annmounced UNIDO plans to

hold a workshop in Addis Ababa in 1989 on the PKG technology.
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22. A representative of the Commonwealth Science Ccunc11 (csC) informed the

meeting that his organlzatlon was involved with UNCHS (Habltat) in the local building
materials:field in a certain number of countries in the region and that their.
activity was complementary to the ECA progeet and- they would give full:support to

the proposed pvogect.

23. A representatlve of: ShelterwAfrlque conflrmed his organlzatlen s 1nterest in
the following areas and’ expressed the wish that thls prOJect would contrlbute

_‘to enhance thlS klnd of assxstance t

et asslstlng entrepreneurs in prenlnvestment studles9 :
- offerlng technxcal and management 3531stance to entrepreneurs.g;

24. In résponse to the above: questlons and comments9 the ECA. representatlve
made the’ following statement : .

- Env1ronmental 1mpact is most 1mportant and an env1ronment study should be
'”undertaken before undertaklng prOJects in the field.

"t~ On the 1ack of dlver51ty'1n pllot progects, it was said that the selectlon
i f.of materlals was based on. the resources avallable in each cuuntry.

- On tralnlng, he emph331zed the need to focus on the prOJect partlclpants
who would be involved in the actual manufacturing, production and management
of small enterprises.

- Time schedule for the pvogect is actually worked out with. the management
plan up to 1991 1n the project document that will be submitted to UNDP.

~ On the dissemination of techmologies, ECA has the Pan. African Documentation
and Information System (PADIS) which can be used efficiently in the project

- "International Consultants" does not necessarily mean consultants from
outside the region, "local consultants" are those who undertake studies
at the national Ievel.

- Timber is not included in the project because an 1mportant study has already
'been done by ECA, UNIDO and FAQ (FIAG) on this subject.

25.- At the end of the discussions, a drafting committee was constltuted comprising
Burkina Faso, Gabon, Gu1nea, Nigeria, Zaire and Zambia, as well as representatlves
of Internatlonal agencies, with the assistance of the secretariat, to incorporate
relevant suggestions and amendments in the project document. '
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rAdoptlon of. the draft f1na1 repo;t and closure of the. meetlng (agen a 1tem 8) _ £

26, . After exam1n1ng the draft report paragraph by paragraph the meet Lng

adOpted it with some amendments. -

27. During the closing session the ECA Deputy Executive Secfetary9 Mr,.Tchouta'

-Moussa, expressed vegrets that the Executive Secretary could not be present

because of other urgent commitments. He stated that he was- impressed by the .

dedication with which delegates had dealt with the issues relating to a programme

of action and a project document for the development of building materials industries
in Africa and pledged ECA's support for the follow-up of the recommendations and
decisions of the meeting. Finally he expressed his appreciation to the Chairman,
the delegates:and interpreters. for their respective contributions.

28. The first Vice-Chairman, Hon. Chieftainess Mulenje demesha, thanked the ..
delegates for their co-operation in achieving a successful meeting and urged ECA
to expedlte action for the 1mp1ementat10n of the agreed decisions.,

29, - ‘The representatxve of ECA urged delegates to a551st in ensurlng thelr

'governments continued support to facilitate early lmplementatlon of the full-scale

project on the development of building materials industries in Africa. 'In this
connection it was agreed that governments would submit to ECA, within a reasonable
period of time, preferably six weeks, their 1etters of intent to part1c1pate in

the progect.



