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MATTERS ON DEMOGRAPHIC TRAINING ARISING FROM THE SEVENTEENTH

SESSION OF THE POPULATION COMMISSION

1. The-Seventeenth Session of the United Nations Population Commission

meeting-in Geneva from 29 October to 9 November 1973, considered inter

alia inter-regional and regional training activities.

2. .Extracts from the draft report relating to the progress of work in

this field are given below. The final report is not yet available, and

the extracts should therefore be considered as preliminary.

"Training (E/CN.9/L.109/Add.7)

"20. Work had continued in the three regional demographic training

and research centres of long-standing, the Latin American Demographic

Centre (C1LADE) with headquarters at Santiago, Chile, and a subcentre at

San Jose, Costa Rica;-the International Institute for Population Studies

at. Chembur, India and the Cairo Demographic Centre in Egypt. Two-new

centres were established in 197-1:' the Regional Institute for Population

Studies (RIPS) at -Accra, Ghana, in December 1971, serving the English-

language countries of Africa, and the Institut de Formation et de

Recherche Demographiques (iFOED)-at Yaounde, Cameroon, in November 1971,

serving the French-language countries of Africa.

"21- Members of the Commission expressed keen interest in the function

ing of these centres. It was regretted, however, that language barriers

impeded participants from the Caribbean from attending CELADE's courses

and requested that consideration be given to offering the services of

institutions such as the RIPS and IFORD to nationals of the Caribbean

area. The Commission agreed that the RIPS in Accra could provide training

also to trainees from the Ehglish-speaking countries in the Caribbean

region, and that the IFORD in Yaounde also to those from the French-

speaking countries in regions other than Africa. Attention was drawn to

the difficulties experienced in recruitment of students for the two new

African centres as well as to the large proportion of failures in examina

tions among the enrolled students. Various aspects of the association of
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regional demographic centres with national universities were discussed, **

taking into account the fact that there are two alternatives namely,

(i) that the regional courses meet the requirements of the host national
university and the students in this case get a degree from the university

concerned, or (2) that the centre is ascribed to the university and in
this case the students would get only a diploma, A combination of both

alternatives has been arranged in the case of CELADE and the Cairo

Demographic Centre in which case some students register both with the

Centre and the university and if they comply with the requirements,,

obtain both the CentreTs diploma and the.university's degree.

"22. The Commission was informed that preliminary arrangements were

under discussion for the establishment of an experimental training course

on population and development planning for which might be established in

Romania at the request of the Government and of the possibility of

organizing a demographic cou-rseat the EL Azar University in Cairo,

which would serve Mosl-era -communities.:

- "23- Satisfaction was expressed at the fact that assistance was being

.-^provided for the establishment of demographic courses, usually at the

under-graduate level', in several, national universities in Asia, the

Middle East, Africa and Latin America. The Commission noted, however,

" that a clear policy was required in respect of the development of

regional and national -centres with a view -to obtaining the most benefit

for the developing 'countries. . ...

"Inter-disciplinary training in population

"24- In reviewing the report on inter-disciplinary training in population

matters (E/CN.9/289/Add,1) the Commission expressed satisfaction that
after some initial delays the Committee on Inter-disciplinary training

irr population under the Chairmanship of the Executive Director of UNFPA

had been established by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The

Committee also deoided to arrange for appropriate regional representation

and for invitations -t'o other organisations or high-level consultants to

participate in its meetings when matters pertaining to specific regions

or special areas of study were under consideration by the Committee.

"25* The Committee had had three sessions and had essentially agreed on

the need to initiate a long-term (one-year) multi-disciplinary course on
studies, relating to population policy and family- planning, which might

be initiated some time in 1974, preferably in Asia, and had entrusted

the United Nations with making the necessary exploratory arrangements

for this course. At the same time, the Committee had agreed on the need

to organize a short-term course on family planning with emphasis- on

administration which would be oriented to fulfil the needs of officials

at higher administration and decision-making levels. This course will be

organized 1j the WHO with the co-operation of the United Nations and IPPF.

The United Nations has already undertaken an exploratory mission to Asia,

and a joint UN/WHO/lPPP mission had visited Mexico and Costa Rica where
they found favourable conditions for organizing the short-term course to

begin in early 1974*
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"26. Noting that the short-term course in Central America will he

oriented towards high executives-in the family planning field, it was

suggested that the results of the work' at present being undertaken in

the area of administration of family planning programmes by the Division

of Public Administration of the United Nations in collaboration with the

Population Division be utilised in this connexion.

"27. It was understood that the courses would be of an interregional

character so that participants 'from Caribbean countries might attend;

but it was also noted that no plans had been made for initiating courses

in Africa. Some members suggested the establishment of interdisciplinary

training centre in Maghreb where short and medium term courses could be

' organized for high level officials responsible for population matters..

"28. Some members of the Commission noted that the composition of the

Committee "as more limited than had been envisaged by the Commission which

had expected that more experts from outside the system would strengthen

its work.

"29. -If was noted that after a rather slow development, the Committee

might tend to advance too rapidly in an area where important difficulties

are'bound to be met, such as, the difficulty of finding qualified teachers

to -take care of the inter-related disciplines with which the courses

■would" be dealing*'and recommended it to proceed cautiously in this respect.

"30. Noting that the Commission had requested'that as a first step a

survey of existing training institutions would be made, the Commission

was in form e'd that such a survey was underway, with the assistance of

consultants, by the Population Division, and that the Fund is also

conducting a separate investigation in Asian countries.

"31. Some members expressed the wish that the Committee would soon deal

with subjects other than family planning, to which, it had so far mainly

devoted its attention.

"32. The original recommendation of the Population Commission concerning

this item was recalled, indicating that the main task of the Committee

is •■eventually t-o propose a plan for total facilities needed for inter

disciplinary training in the world and for indications about required

improvement and expansions in existing institutions. It was suggested

that the Committee should not lose sight of this objective."

Two-Year and Medium Term Programmes of Work for 1974-75« 1974-77 and

1976-79. (E/CN.9/L.1O9/Aaa.9).

Under long-term objectives, "the Commission requested that upon

demand, the United Nations continue to assist the developing countries

in attaining the following objectives:
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(a) Develop a cadre of national specialists and technicians in
the population fieid, including demography, statistics, family planning,
health and development planning;

(b) Collect basic population data by censuses, demographic surveys
and vital statistics;

(o) Establish or improve existing national institutions concerned
with population matters at the policy-making and implementation level,
such as (i) national population commissions and (ii) units of population
studies in national planning offices;

(d) Establish family planning programmes;

(e) Establish or strengthen the teaching of demography and popula
tion policies in national universities;

(f) Establish or strengthen institutes, centres or services capable
of undertaking demographic surveys.

(g) Establish national or regional centres capable of offering
adequate inter-disciplinary training in all population matters."

The two-year programme of work 1974-1975 include the following under
training: "Fellowships: the United Nations will' provide approximately

500 fellowships per year; regional training centres: the five centres
will be strengthened, especially the new ones in Accra and Yaounde; new

regional centres may be initiated; national training facilities in about

20 countries; a survey of existing facilities for multi-disciplinary
training, as a basis for the initiation of experimental courses in
collaboration with regional institutions. tr


