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REPORT . ■ ■

_ _:_ 0RGANI2_ATI0H .AHD_ ATOTABTCE

1. The Eighth ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Trade and Development took place in

Geneva from 9 - 1? August 1975*

2. A major objective of the meeting was to take stock of African positions on the

international.negotiations on .trade and monetary issues in the ligfct of the latest

information that was available at the tirae, 3nd make recommendations, where appropriate,

to African Governments, within the framework of the decisions of African Heads of

State and Government, at their tenth assembly in May 1973* An important function of

the ECA/OAU Joint Meeting was to examine studies prepared by the secretariats of the

ECA and OAU in the field of trade and finance and to make recommendations, where

appropriate, for further action. Ifarther, the.meeting,was convened to assist African

countries to harmonize their positions on various issues before the thirteenth session

of the Trade and Development Board.

3. The representatives of the following member Sta.tes of ECA and.OAU were present:

Algeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic-, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana,

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria,

Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Zaire and Zambia.

4. The meeting unanimously elected H.E« Mr. Amadou CISSE (Senegal), as Chairman,

and Mr. Mohamed Ismail KAKIN (Somalia) and Mr.- H. BOUSSOITFARA (Tunisia) as Vice-
Chairmen. Dr. E.E,. MEKSAH (Ghana).v/as elected Rapporteur.

5. On the question of procedure, some delegates raided issues regarding a quorum.

Delegates observed that the quorum as required by either ECA or OAU was not. appropriate

for the Joint Meeting. Accordingly, it was. agreed that for this and all future joint

meetings of ECA/OAU, the quorum should bo determined on the basis of two^thirds of
those Member States which have indicated to the SCA secretariat their desire to

participate in the meeting.

6. It was also agreed that the Chairman, the two vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur

of the meeting should be elected on c rotational basis according to sub-regional,

representation, thet is to say, they should be drawn by. rotation from North Africa-,

West,Africa, Central Africa, and Eastern Africa, but that the Vice-Chairmen should be

drawn from sub-regions other than those from where the Chairman and Rapporteur had

been elected.

7- .Regarding the conduct of the meeting it was agreed that the secretariats of

ECA and OAU should introduce each item of the agenda and tha.t discussions would

follow the introductory,statement.
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8. The agenda. wa.s adopted as follows:

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Election of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of the work of the meeting

4. The African position on the multilateral trade negotiations within

, ■ GATT ' ;.

5- The African position on future relations.between African countries

„ ' and. EEC . "

6. The African position'on issues at the thirteenth session of the Trade

and Development Board '

(a.) International trade and financing: consideration, of action

arising from the activities of the main Committees and other.

subsidiary bodies of the Board

(b) Special measures in favour of the least developed among the

developing countries (Conference Resolutions 62, 64 and 65)s
including the Report of Third Regional Seminar on UBIDO Operations

for the least developed countries in Africa in co-operation with

ECA, Addis Ababa, 29. January - 8 February 1975 (ID/VG. 144/7) and
special measures related to the particular needs of landlocked

countries (Conference Resolution 63 (ill))

7. Review of the activities of the secretariat in the~ field of trade and

,finance - "

(a) Trade

(b) ■ Finance

8. Any other business

9. Date and place of the ninth meeting

10. Adoption of the report.

9- A list of documents for the meeting is annexed. " . -

10. At the end of its deliberations the meeting adopted this report.
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. PART II; ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

The African position on the multilateral trade negotiations with GATT ■

11. Introducing the item, a representative from the ECA Secretariat recalled that

the issue had been discussed at the Seventh session'of the ECA/OAU Joint Meeting,

which had adopted a draft declaration on multilateral trade negotiations. The Draft

declaration of the meeting was adopted try the Executive Committee of ECA.

The Executive Committee of ECA also adopted a resolution requesting the Executive

Secretary to submit a project to UNDP to enable it to assist Africans in connexion

with the international negotations in the trade, financial and monetary"spheres.

In spite- of the overwhelming support of the project by 24 African governments, UNDP

had not yet approved the full-fledged project. UNDP had approved a project .for

preparatory activities. Arrangements were now being made to carry out quantitative

and qualitative analysis based on information received in the ECA secretariat from

GATT and UNCTAD. It was also intended to conduct seminars and workshops to enhance

the negotating skills and expertise of African negotiators, provide advisory services

to African governments, and service meetings of African groups at these negotiations.

12. Attention was drawn to the great importance attached "fcy African countries to the

inter-dependence of problems of trade, development finance and the international

monetary system. African countries could derive satisfaction from resolution 95(XIl)

adopted at the twelfth resumed session of the Trade and Development Board with its

implied recognition of the importance of ensuing consistency "between actions in

these areas.

13. A representative of OAU stated that three committees of experts had held

meetings on trade, financial and monetary issues. What remained-to be done was for

the meeting to define the operational issues relating to the multilateral

■negotiations. He also pointed out'that the Second'Ministerial Conference on

Development,. Trade and Monetary Issues held in Lagos had adopted a resolution on the

multilateral negotiations. The new secretariat to be established by OAU according

to Resolution 3 of that Ministerial Conference would undertake, in collaboration with '

the African Group in Geneva and the secretariats of ECA and ADB, specific studies

related to the multilateral trade negotiations.

14- The meeting regretted the failure of UNDP to provide funds for the African

project and requested ECA to approach UNDP to provide funds for the entire period

of the negotiations. It was unanimously, stressed that those African governments

which had not yet endorsed the project, should "be contacted by the Executive Secretary

of ECA to do so without delay. The meeting expressed profound disappointment that
UNDP had not yet foundTit convenient to reach a decision on a matter of such great

concern to a whole region. UNDP should make all possible efforts to provide the

required funds, all the more so since a similar project request from .another region

of the Group of 77 had been approved almost a year ago. Ma^y delegations underlined

that they had raised this question during the 16th Session of the UHDP Governing

Council which met in Geneva in June 1973- Formal reassurances had been given in this1
respect by the Administrator of UNDP,

15. It was further agreed that the aim- and objective of the multilateral trade

negotiations should be the total removal of all tariff and non-tariff barriers to the

trade of African countries. A compensation system .should be established in case the

multilateral trade negotiations should result in the erosion of the preferences granted
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under the Generalised System of Preferences. In the-light of the need for an

African stand, the meeting concluded that arrangements should "be made for Africa

to have its own spokesman at. the..Tokyo meeting, and. in all future negotiations on

trade and monetary issues, as had already "been decided try the "African Heads of State

at their tenth Assembly in Kay 1973 •

16. The meeting took note of the fact that no coherent action had been taken to

develop an effective commodities policy, especially in relation to those commodities

of special interest to African countries. It was hoped that the Summit meeting of

non-aligned countries, which was due to take place in.Algiers in September of this

year, would establish as part of its action,programme a project to develop producers1

associations 'whose main responsibility would be to define pricing policies for . '

commodities. ■ ' „ ,

17- The meeting took note of the recommendation in paragraph 79 of the .report of

the1'Preparatory Committee for Trade Negotiations calling for the establishment of

special procedures that would inter alia provide for groups of developing countries

to negotiate as a unit taking, account of their joint interests' in specific products,

whether.or not they were principal or substantial suppliers. It was agreed that

such procedures should take account of the particular problems and interests of

African countries. Further, it was agreed that practical measures should be taken

to enable African governments to participate effectively in the negotiations.

18. The meeting took note of the need for establishing close contacts between the

QAU and the ECA secretariats on the one hand, and the African Groups in Geneva and

in Brussels on the other. It was, therefore, agreed that the African Groups in

Geneva and in Brussels should in future ensure that the documents prepared by them

or by .the Group of 77' were sent to Addis Ababa for distribution to African

governments, especially those not represented in Geneva or Brussels.

19- The meeting attached considerable importance to the need for African countries

to prepare themselves fully for the multilateral trade negotiations, and in '

particular to define a common African position thereon. The meeting considered

documents of the GATT Preparatory Committee, being the Draft Declaration (MIN(73)W1)
and the Report (MUf(73)W2), which are to be submitted to the Tokyo Ministerial

Meeting. Further, the meeting considered the African Position Paper (E/CN.14/VP.l/66)

submitted by the African Group in Geneva to the Preparatory Committee on Trade

Negotiations. Relating to the Draft Declaration it was noted that it did not take

full account .of the interests of African countries,and the resolutions adopted at

the third session of UHCTAD in Santiago on this subject. For instance, it was the

■understanding of African countries that developing countries, members of the

Group of 77> would negotiate only on the principle of non-reciprocity, notwithstanding

the reservations of some of its members. The meeting agreed to recommend that the

African delegations attending the non-aligned summit in Algiers in September should

bring to the attention of that Summit the brackets in paragraph 6 of the GATT draft

declaration regarding the least developed countries, inserted "fcy Brazil and Colombia,

with a view to having these brackets removed. Further it Was noted that paragraph 9

of that Draft Declaration was not accepted t(jr-representatives of some African

countries. Relating to negotiating procedures, ground rules, techniques and

modalities, the meeting considered that'they were not designed to ensure effective

and continuous participation of all African countries. They contained elements of

discrimination against African countries. This was particularly true because ,

African countries did not rank as principal suppliers in respect of many commodities.
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20. It was pointed out that while talcing account of the special problems of

individual countries, and in view of the fact that the African countries had been

ineffective as a group in the Kennedy Round, African countries should approach the

forthcoming negotiations with one voice. It was agreed that these- negotiations

should not prejudice any preferential agreements which African countries aright have

concluded with any developed country or group of- countries.

21. In view of the inability of the African countries to influence the

Draft Declaration, the meeting .agreed to establish a small working group, composed

of Algeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and Senegal, to study the

Draft Declaration, talcing into account the African Declaration on Co-operation,

Development and Economic Independence as well as the African Position Fftper, and to

prepare a more comprehensive paper. This new position paper could constitute the

basis for the African statement to be made at the Tokyo meeting.

22. The meeting noted with satisfaction the establishment of the OAU Office in

Geneva and expressed the wish that the OAU and the ECA secretariats v/ould participate

as observers in the forthcoming negotiations.

25. The meeting attached, great importance to the inter-dependence of the problems

of trade,.development, finance and. the international monetary system and called upon

the African countries to take into consideration this inter-dependence. In ^

^particular, the meeting called on African countries to take account of the problems

of debt servicing.

The African position on the future relations betv:een African countries and EEC

24- This item, according to the representative of OAU,"was included on the agenda

for the purpose of information. The representative informed the meeting that the

African Heads of State and Government had adopted the following eight basic

principles as a common African platform for the forthcoming negotiations with EEC:

(i) The principle of non-reciprocity in trade and tariff concessions
1 given by EEC;

(ii) The extension, on a non-discriminatory basis, towards third countries, of
the "provisions on right of establishment;

(iii) The revision of the rules of origin must be formulated so as to facilitate

the industrial integration of African countries and, in particular, they

must grant the status of original products to all good3 which have been

produced in one or several of the African countries'(whether or not they

are members of African groupings) or which have been processed in

accordance with mutually accepted criteria, irrespective of whether or not

they enjoy preferential relations with EEC;

(iv) A revision of the provisions on the movement of payments and capital to
take account of the objective of' monetary independence in African countries,

and the need for monetary co-operation among African countries;

(v) The disassociation of EEC financial and technical aid from any particular
form of relationship with EEC; " ■ '
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(vi) Free arid assured access to EEC markets for all African products including
processed and semi-processed agricultural products, whether,or.-not they

are subject-to the common-agricultural policy of EEC;

(vii) The guaranteeing to African countries of stable, equitable and remunerative
prices in EEC.markets for their main products in order to allow them ,to

increase their export earnings;

(viii) Any form of agreement made with EEC should not in'any manner adversely ,
affect intra-African co-operation. . ■ ' ..

25. The main objective of relations with EEC should be to'permit African countries

to apply the economic measures fundamental to their future development ty a global

agreement in the commercial, technical and financial fields. He further informed

the meeting that OAU would establish shortly an effective secretariat to service

these negotiations. African'Ministers were to meet in'Dar-es-Salaam at :the end of

September to finalize .their negotiating positions. The meeting noted.with

satisfaction the information provided by the secretariat on the declaration made

by the Spokesman of the African Ministerial Group, the Federal Commissioner for

Trade of Nigeria in Brussels on 26 July 1973, on behalf of the GAU Member States.

It was agreed that the document be treated for information and guidance purposes

only\ since the Committee had no competence to discuss it. . ■

26. The meeting concluded that the ECA secretariat in co-operation with the OAU

secretariat should be requested to prepare studies covering the following points:

1. Commodities (raw, semi-processed and processed)

(a) access to the market of EEC; .

(b) stable-and remunerative prices to-the African producers:-

(c) structural adjustment policy in favour of the products of

African countries.

2. African countries' easy and assured access to the technology of EEC

3. Transportation and 'insurance

4. Preferential treatment to African products, talcing into, account the

question of the least developed among the developing countries

5* Division of labour ,

6. Balance of payments problems; financial and monetary issues

7. ■ The implication of the common agricultural policy of EEC on African

agricultural products .. - ' • ..:'

8. The implication for African countries of different kinds of possible

relationship between Africa end EEC . .

9. " Appropriate techniques, modalities and ground rules for the

negotiations between African countries and 1
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27. The Senegalese delegate'requested the Secretariat to take into account, in

their studies, the particular interests of individual African countries.

The African position on issues at the thirteenth session of

the Trade and Development Board

28. The meeting decided to review the agenda of the 15th session of the Board and

express its views on all issues of importance to Africa and to reach common

positions on the items "before African- representatives attended the 13th session.

To facilitate the review it was decided to start with the issues already listed in ■

the annotated agenda, and for which documents were available and in the hands of

delegations.

Commodity problems and policies

29. The representative of the HCA secretariat introduced the item dealing with

commodity problems and policies, including the report of the Committee on Commodities

at its seventh (Special) session, and also the report of the Advisory Committee to ■
the Board and the Committee on Commodities at its eighth session. He maintained

that the report of the seventh session of the Committee on Commodities covered three

main fields as follows: the international commodity situation; the problems of

commodity consultations in the light of resolution 83(lll) and, lastly, a study on

the marketing and distribution of cocoa. He emphasized the fact that the main

.problem facing commodities is the lack of political will on the part of the

developed countries to take action with a view to allowing developing' countries to

receive a just and equitable price for their commodities. With regard to the ad hoc

intergovernmental consultations on commodities in connexion with access to markets ■

and pricing policy, he briefed the meeting on the contacts between the African Group

in Geneva and the ECA Second Conference of Ministers which resulted in the drawing

up of the African commodity list which was submitted to UNCTAD. With regard to the

study on cocoa, he informed the meeting that relevant documentation had been

remitted to the 13th session of the Board for consideration.

30. In the discussion that followed the meeting reiterated its full support for the

list of commodities presented by African countries to the seventh (Special) session
of the Committee on Commodities. The meeting deplored the position taken by some

developing countries who have objected to t;:e inclusion of products of interest to

African members in the final list. It v/as stressed that coffee in particular should

be included in the final list adopted by UNCTAD.

31. Referring to the note verbale of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD which includes

the time-table for consultations, the meeting expressed its surprise that most of

the African priority commodities did not appear in the schedule for 1973 and

requested that action should be taken to rectify this.

32r The question of the framework within which these commodity consultations should'

be held was discussed. Delegates expressed their disappointment that many of the

commodities that are to be discussed were not directly under UNCTAD, and regretted

that developed countries could not.find.the necessary political will to discuss

these commodities under UNCTAD. The meeting considered that UNCTAD represented the

proper forum where the main problems for developing countries, such as access.to

market and pricing policy, could be given their proper emphasis. The meeting, in an

effort to rectify this situation, decided that representation be made to the
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Secretary,-General of UNCTAI) requesting him to "be ^closely involved in the negotiations

and to supervise them. It was also considered necessary that the heads of FAO,

the International Coffee Council (iCC) and other competent.intergovernmental groups,
where appropriate, took resolution 85(lll) of UNCTAD III and resolution 7(VIl) of
the Committee on Commodities as laying down guide-lines for'the negotiations. The -

ECA and the OAU secretariats were requested to inform African delegations - ■ • •

participating in consultations other than those under the auspices of UNCTAD on the

above 'two resolutions, and of the African list of commodities and priorities as set

out at that time. • The ECA and the OAU. secretariats were further requested to prepare

all necessary studies for the consultations, and assist African countries in the

course thereof. ...

33. Referring to individual commodities,■some delegations reiterated that they

attached great importance to bananas. The meeting agreed that the fruits to be

subject of intergovernmental consultations should.include bananas and also'that

vegetables and pulses should include dried beans. ., : ■

34. Some'.delegations .referred .to the annexes of document E/CN.I4/ECO/59 and
requested''that'the-African Group in Geneva, when sending communications to .ECA and

OAU,.should indicate, whether these communications should be made public or not.

35. At the'end of its deliberations, the meeting reached the following conclusions:.

(a) the meeting confirmed and endorsed the list presented by African countries

,to the seventh (Special) session of the Committee on Commodities and

stressed that it represented the list adopted at an African Ministerial ■

■ ■■' " Meeting. . ■ ■ ,. .

(b) the African Group should send a letter and a delegation to meet the

Secretary-General of UNCTAI) to reaffirm the importance which the Group

■attached to the.list and priorities submitted by African countries for the

commodity consultations. /The delegation and the letter should stress the

importance African countries attach to the inclusion of coffee. The

Secretary-General should be requested to ensure the immediate inclusion of

.coffee and'-, other major priority commodities in the consultations.

(c) PAO and ICC.as well as other..relevant. intergovernmental bodies involved

in. the commodity consultations, should be requested to adopt

resolution 83(lll) of UNCTAD 'III and resolution 7(VIl) of the seventh
(Special) session of the Committee on Commodities as the basis of the

negotiations to be held by them in co-operation with UNCTAD.

(d) the ECA and the- OAU secretariats were requested to. communicate as' early-as

possible to African members of FAO as well as'of ICC the. African priority,
list of commodities as adopted and submitted to the seventh (Special)

. session of the Committee on Commodities to be examined in the course of

the^consultations.. ■ „ , . .

Expansion and' diversification of exports of manufactures and semi-manufactures of

developing countries ' ■ ■

36. The representative of.the ECA secretariat in introducing this item mentioned

that the report.of the Committee.on Manufactures had not been finalized. He referred

the meeting to statements made by delegates who had participated in the work of the

Committee and had reported on the state of progress. Resolutions on adjustment



. . ■ e/cn. 14/601

E/CN.14/WP.1/67
OAU/TRAD/58

■ Page 9

assistance measures, non-tariff "barriers, and safe-guard mechanisms were being ■

negotiated. As regards the fifth session of the Special Committee on Preferences

the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to the fact that African

countries have benefited, very little from GSP. The attention of the meeting was

also drawn to the resolution included in the report of that Committee...

37- The meeting reaffirmed that, if Africa was to reap any benefit from GSP,

products under chapters 1 - 24 of BTN should be included in the scheme. The meeting

regretted that the developed preference-giving countries had not yet taken this

matter into consideration and requested the African countries to pursue this in the

future. ■

38. Rules of origin applicable under GSP v/ere also discussed. It was considered

that these rules should be re-formulated in such a way as to take into account the low

stage of development of most African countries. Preference-giving countries were to

be requested, in particular, to allow for a lower rate of substantial transformation

with a view to enabling more Afrioan exports to enter their markets. In this respect,

mention was made of the high trade deficits Africa maintained with developed countries

particularly Japan. Reference was made to the ECA/UNCTAE seminars on GSP and to the

recommendations made in these seminars, particularly in relation to Japan. The . \

meeting agreed that the recommendations of the two seminars should be followed up

with a view to having them adopted in the appropriate fora.

39- The meeting deplored the fact that none of the preference-giving countries had

so far done anything to implement the agreed conclusions of the Special Committee

on Preferences at its fourth session relating to the least developed countries, and

requested representations to preference-giving countries to take immediate steps to

implement these conclusions. Many delegates emphasized that this was the explicit

understanding under which African countries gave their agreement to GSP.

40. The meeting requested that the United States of America and Canada be urged to

implement their.preferential schemes. In this respect, it was suggested that

African representatives in Washing-ton should be requested to exert the neceeeaiy

political pressure to try to achieve the widest product coverage for Africa in the .

Trade Bill that is before the US Congress. African countries were also urged to

maintain their position regarding reverse preferences in connexion with the American .

scheme and see to it that they v/ere not adversely affected.'

41. The meeting requested the ECA and OAU secretariats to prepare a consolidated

list of products of interest ,to African countries on the basis of lists already

submitted to the Special Committee on Preferences and forward them to the relevant

preference-giving countries. This should be in the form of a collective request

of African countries.

Invisibles and financing related to trade

42. In introducing this item the representative of the ECA secretariat told the'

meeting that the 'report of the 6th session of the Committee on Invisibles and

Financing Related to Trade had not been issued as yet. He referred the meeting to

the statement of the Nigerian delegate who was the Chairman of the Committee. The

main issues that came before the Committee related to international monetary reform,

the debt servicing problem and the flow of international resources.
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43. Referring to the. international-monetary situation the representative of the ECA

secretariat informed the meeting that two' resolutions, on a long-term solution of

the international monetary system and' on transitional arrangements, had "been submitted

to the Committee by the developing countries but that they had been rejected ty the

developed countries members,of Group B. He also informed the meeting that the 13th

session of the Board would have before it the draft resolution presented try the

African countries during the twelfth session of the Board concerning the follow-up

of resolution 58(ill) of the third session of UNCTAD in respect of losses occasioned

by the realignment of major currencies.

44.- The meeiing was*informed that the Association of African Central Banks was

scheduled to hold its third regular meeting from 20 August 1973 in Lagos and that

the views on,financial and monetary matters of the ECA/OAU Joint Meeting would be

communicated to it.

45. With regard' to debf servicing,' the meeting was informed' that an ad hoc Group 01

Governmental Experts was to be convened to study this matter. It was brought to the

attention of the meeting that this matter was originally suggested by African

countries at the' 6th ECA/OAU meeting. The importance and significance of the debt

servicing problem was emphasized, as-well as the hardening of the terms and conditions

of aid facing African countries. . .

46. On the question of flow of financial resources, the meeting was informed that

the Committee had been unable to reach agreement on a resolution on the objectives

of financial co-operation. The statistics relating to the flow of resources to

Africa put*before the meeting indicated a very serious deterioration.in Africa's

net receipt of financial resources.

47. The meeting expressed its grave concern over the continuous deterioration of

the flow of financial resources to Africa and of the mounting debt servicing,

problems facing African countries. It was agreed that, urgent action should be taken

in all fora to reverse this trend.

x. 48. With regard to action in UNCTAD, the meeting was of the view that the

African Group should continue to press for_ the implementation of resolution 58(111)
of UNCTAD III5 to this effect, it endorsed fully the draft resolution remitted

from the twelfth session of the Board on this issue. (

49. With regard to the resolution on debt servicing, the meeting considered that

the attention of all African countries should be drawn -thereto. Further, African ■

countries were urged to participate effectively in the work of the ad hoc Group of

Governmental Experts- which would study this matter.

50. The'meeting considered that.the joint declaration of developing countries on

the reform of the international monetary system, and the one on transitional . ■. .

arrangements, annexed to the report of the Committee on Invisibles and Financing

Related to Trade at its sixth session, should be drawn to the attention of the

Group of 24 and the nine developing countries who are members of the Committee of

Twenty of IMF. The modality of this action was left open for consultation with

other members of the Group of 77.
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51- The meeting recommended that any decisions on the' future of the"international

. monetary, system should be based on the following "basic principles.

. (i) Countries should return to a system of stable, although adjustable,
exchange rates as soon as possible;

(ii) Decisions on international monetary reform, either of short-term or of
long-ter^: nature, should be made in larger fora than the Group of Ten

or the Group of Fourteen;

(iii) SDRs should be made the principal reserve asset through a progressive
creation of SDRs, every year without gaps;

(iv) Any arrangements for the creation and allocation of SDJRs should take into
account the development needs of the developing countries and should

provide for net real resource transfers to developing countries;

(v) A link should be established between SDR3 and additional development
finance; ■ - ' ' .

(vi) Speculative capital movements should be controlled to ensure that exchange
rates are not always at the mercy of speculators; ■ '

(vii) Machinery should be established for the solution of the inter-related
problems of trade, development, finance and monetary issues in a

co-ordinated manner.

52. On the African level the ECA and the OAU secretariats were requested to

communicate the two joint declarations and the recommendations of this meeting to

the third regular meeting of the Association of African Central Bankst as well as to

the African members of the Group of 24 and of the Committee of Twenty, with a view to

having them adopted during the forthcoming'annual meeting of IMF m flairobi. Tne-

meeting also stressed the need for putting the full political weight of the whole

Group of 77 behind the Group of 24 and the nine developing countries members of the

Committee of Twenty, and instructed the African Group in Geneva to pursue this

matter further with the Group of 77.

53- The meeting-was informed of the latest development relating to the question of

supplementary financing. Delegates deplored the fact that IBRD had not taken action

to implement-resolution 55(m) of UKCTAD III and requested that pressure be put on
the Bank to reconsider its decision.

Special measures in favour of the least developed among the developing countries

54. The representative of the secretariat of ECA in his introduction informed the' '

meeting that this question would be discussed under agenda item 7 of the UITCTAD

provisional agenda. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD would report on progress made

in the implementation of Conference Resolutions 62, 64 and 65 (ill) of the third

session of UNCTAD. The 13th session of the Board might also consider under item 11,

resolution 80(-IIl) of the Conference, in particular section C, paragraph 10, on the'
establishment of an Inter-Governmental Group, with appropriate secretariat services,

within the UNCTAD machinery. ■ „
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55- The meeting reiterated that the African region is the least developed region,

on the basis of any possible criteria of identification. It was for this reason ■ '

that Africa attached such great importance to issues of the least developed countries.
The meeting regretted that very little action had been taken to implement
resolution 62 (ill), in particular the commercial policy aspects of that resolution '
which fall within the competence of UNCTAD. Special reference in this respect was
made to the need to implement the provisions concerning GSP. The delegate of Ethiopia
expressed that the. establishment of an inter-governnental group on least developed
countries would not be- accepted by many delegations because the creation of such a
group would on the one hand segregate and compartmentalise the least developed among
the developing countries and on the other hand, lead to a division of the Group of ?7
which should fight on all economic issues jointly in all United Nations fora and
other international1bodies. ■ ■ _

56.- The Central African.delegation requested the African countries to.support'the
steps taken by his country to be admitted to the group of hard-core least developed
countries. It referred to the steps taken by its Government-with a view to securing
a further United Nations study of its case, as it felt that'such,a study would lead
the Organization to include the Central African Republic in the "hard core" of least

fGV!uOP™°rtrieS' Reference yas also made to the request of some African countries
to the UNCT.J) secretariat to produce an interpretative- note on the tern "special
measures" in the different parts of resolution 62 (ill). The meeting endorsed this
request.

57. It was stated that African countries should evaluate all actions taken to
implement resolution 62 (ill) and also that African Governments should take into
consideration the particular, needs of the least developed countries in Africa in all
mtra-African co-operation efforts.' -

Transfer of technology

58". The meeting was informed that the main issues under this item were the
conversion of the Inter-governmental group on transfer of technology into a main
committee of the Board and the question of the establishment of a code of conduct in
the field 01 transfer of technology. The meeting was also informed of the Mexican
legislation on transfer of technology and the need for African countries to adopt
It ^ legislation. The efforts of both OAU end ECA in this field were brought to
the attention of the meeting. e

39^XtIaS consjdered that the is si* of the transfer of technology should remain
wi.hin the competence of UNCTAD and that the African countries should support the idea
of the code of conduct in the field of transfer of technology. The ECA and OAU
secretariats were reqv-sted to continue their efforts in the field of technology, and
-to expedite the establishment of an African Institute of Technology. ■ . ■ ' -

Heview of the activities of the secretariat in the field of trade *nd fi^p

^t?Ti rGCall6d that '^ **fth ECA/O.U- Joint Meeting had requested
coun'ric^ft ^ toarrange bilateral and non-comnittal trade consultations among

f -I VieW"t0 lncreasinS ^eir bilateral contacts and to prepare'the
^^e expansion. The first series of consultation/werTheld

^-MLnisterial Conference in Accra in "February, 1973.

erG ^ been £TGat rGS?On3G ^ Afric^ fi-ovornmentS and
^ plaMn6d *° •** held durin* futurG ECA Material '
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61. The meeting took note ..of the., success of .the .Africa', Trade .Centre (ATC) in its
activities. A major project of the centre was the feasibility study being undertaken

for establishing an export credit financing and export credit insurance scheme in two.

African countries. The Centre had. also undertaken ten advisory missions to examine

questions- such as the organization of export development, the possibilities for

setting up export and trade promotion centres and the establishment of an Association

of African Trade Promotion-Organizations. A draft constitution for setting-up the '

Association had been endorsed by the ECA Conference of Ministers and the OAU Council

of Ministers. Preparations were under way to hold the inaugural meeting of the ■

Association in December,

62. The attention of the meeting was drawn to the recommendation of the Tliird. ECA/OAU
Joint Meeting which requested the ECA Secretariat to investigate practical

arrangements through which African governments could give preference to African

suppliers in their official purchases. Following this recommendation, two seminars'

were organized in 1972 which examined the possibilities for the establishment of an .

African Purchasing and Supplies Association (APSA). These seminars were followed
by a meeting of African purchasing and supplies officers in Dakar in May/June 1975

which adopted draft statutes of the Association and recommended that the inaugural

meeting be held in 1975. APSA would operate in close collaboration with ATC. While
intra-African ,trade and economic co-operation vould feature prominently in its

activities, the major objective of APSA would be to improve procurement services in

African countries, largely through training.

65. The meeting welcomed the statement of the ECA representative indicating that

two regional seminars on tjie Generalized System of Preferences had been held: one

for the least developed countries and the other for more advanced African countries.

The objective of the seminars was to provide a.thorough understanding by African

countries of the operation and implications of the various systems of preferences.

64. In the field of external trade, the meeting took note of the study on the trade

of developing African countries with East Asia which examined possibilities for

trade expansion between the two regions and makes action-orientated proposals in

this regard.

65. In view of the weakness in the bargaining power of African countries in current
international tradr- relations, the meeting requested the ECA and the OAU secretariats

to undertake studies of Africa's external trade situation, in order to harmonize the

African policies with a view to formulating a common.African trade position vis-a-vis

the rest of the world.

66. In the field of intra-African trade, the meeting recognized the problems which

African countries face in the promotion of trade between their countries such as the
rules of origin, non-tariff barriers, transportation and African payments. It

recalled that proposals on the rules of origin had been submitted to the. Fifth
ECA/OAU Joint Meeting. In particular, it noted the development of the Trans-Sahara

Route and the Trans-African Highway as a means of promoting intra-African trade.

With regard to African payments issues the attention of the meeting was also drawn

to the recommendation of the First African Ministerial Conference on Trade,
Development and Co-operation which called for the strengthening of national monetary,

banking and fiscal institutions and the expansion of consultations and collaboration

among African countries through the Association of African Central Banks.
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Effective participation of -African countries in international fora

67,■■ The attention of the meeting was drawn to a number of pertinent issues relating

to Africa's participation at meetings of UHCTAD and other international fora. Of

particular importance were the need for strengthening Africa's bargaining position,

the definition of common platforms and continuity in-the countries' participation at

these meetings-

68* The meeting noted with satisfaction the'African Strategy for Development and the

African Declaration and Co-operation, Development and Economic Independence, as

laying basic guidelines for Africa's policy in trade and development. It was

however considered that African representatives at UNCTAD and other international

fora faced difficulties in influencing decisions in their favour, largely on account

of their inability to participate at decisionrmaking levels. Moreover, African

representatives had found it-difficult, in certain cases5 to-provide a -common African

stand- due to lack of continuity or inadequate representation. This set-back had.been

particularly felt in such important fields as GSP, and the multilateral trade -

negotidtione*-

69. The meeting therefore urged African countries to find effective means of '

ensuring their representation in UHCTAD and'other international organizations. It

reiterated the recommendation contained in the resolution of the Second African

Ministerial Conference on Trade,.Development and Monetary Problems which invited all ..

memtier States of OAU to be represented or to reinforce their representation in

Geneva with a view to strengthening the African position, more particularly during'

the forthcoming multilateral negotiations. .

Visits of African trade missions to developed countries

.' '■■'■"
70. The meeting stressed the importance of improving export promotion activities of

African countries. It drew the attention of African governments to the necessity of

sending ministerial trade missions to major developed countries as part of the

preparatory, work for the multilateral negotiations- ■

Conference of plenipotentiaries to adopt a code of conduct for liner conferences

71. Tb/j meeting attached great importance to the need for a code of conduct for

liner conferences which would take fully into account the special problems and , .

requirements of developing African countries. The OAU secretariat -was accordingly

requested to remind all African governments of the need to participate effectively

in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on a code of conduct for liner conferences

to be held in Geneva later in- 1973i . . : - - ■ '

Sato a"*:! plafle of the 9th Meeting .. ■ . ■ .

72. "The inseting decided that the Ninth session of the ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on
Trade and Development should take place prior to the Fourteenth Session of the

Trade and Development Board, at a date1to be decided ty the ECA said the OAU

secretariats.- ■ *
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