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I wiil beqgin by expressing sincere appreciation to the initiators of this
Meeting preparatorv to a Conference on Stabilitv, Secuwrity and Co-operation, a
troly noble project whose historical, political and profitable importance and

seope for the continent cannot be overemphasized.

Hay I alzo express wy gratitade to the persopalities who have had - the
courage and intellectual and morale honesty in the face of the letharqgy, apparent
stagnafion and increasing marginalization of the continent, to break the tabouns
and raise thev overall present-day and future problems of Africa vwhich are
expressed as mmerons challenges and stakes. The African vouth whichk will
constitutes 60 per cent of the billions of Africans by the vear 2008, ié the main

ignwe of the vroblems raised for discuzsions by our Meeting.

In fact, no ore other than the vouth feels, todav, the need to be plhced
and to live im a stable and fullv secured continent and to benefit from the
fruits of a steadv co-operation, initiated and implemented by and for Africans.
I have carefnlly gone throngh the doruments prepared by the consnltants on

various fields, namelv: Stabilitv, secwrity and co-operation.

In the name of the African vouth, I render them great homage for the

quality and seriomsmness of the work done.

From 4il the analvses contained in the docoment, it is eclear that Africa
is a continent marginalized, fragile and weakened, often unstable and
distabilized and in search of its path without ever finding it, in short, a
continent under siege! All these are happening at a time during which new blocks
and nev international alliances and relations are being formed on the basis of
economic and strategic interests; for instance, Europe 1993, the end of cold var

the changes taking place inm Eastern and Ceniral Europe and the German
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nnification. The tulf crisiz and war and the strategic, political and econowic

rapprochement between what had been the East and West to the determinent of the

North and Sowth, are relevant indicators which should lead BAfrica and its
leaders, in particular, to draw all the useful lessons in order to preserve the
stability of our continent, re-establish its safetv and institute a gemine
reqional co-operation based on  the wmwobilization of its people, their
contribution, talemts and energy in the implementation of onr varions strategies

in all fields.

However, since over 30 vears ago when most African States became
independent, a great nomber of mechanisms, strategies and imaginary plans have
been developed and lauvnched, but with no tangible reswit. The most noble and
most useful project, African Umitv, which ought to materialize throngh the
Organization of Afvican Umity, has remained at the emotional and purely

sentiwental stage.

In spite of its inadequaces due to the lack of gemuine political will om
the part of African leaders and dwe to lack of resources. OAU has remained the
ideal framework for solying all the problems of owr continent. Therefore, OiU
shonld be reactivated and adapted to the realities of the modern vorld and our

evolving continent, by making it operational and efficient.

The basic problem concerns the following crisis situnations in Africa:
- Growth erisis

- Struvctural crisis

~ Orqganizational erisis

- Evonomic and moral orisis

- Confidence corisis
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Since the vounth is the major ohiect and victim of these series of crises,
it is seriouslv and anxionslv asking guestions about ite fature in view of the
incomprehensible inertia of the continent's leadership overtaken by the current
problems of Africa, mainly: wnemplovment. underemplovment, hrain—drain, crisis
in the educational svstems, hunger, civil wars, border and fraternal c¢risis and
refugees. All these are the concern of the vouth: How then is it possible,

mnder such conditioms, to talk of stability. security and co-operation? How can
\
P

Africa swcceed in acquiring science, technical knowledge and techmology, which
:/‘

are the only instruments capable of leading our continent to achieving self-
{‘i

sufficiency in all fields and thus gain credibility among the group of ‘modern

nations?

There is no coniidence anvvhere in the continent! Some leaders distrust
their peapl, shut themselves off and refuse dialogue and popuiar participation

in the taking of decisions to select projects for the societv. Border conflicts

erupt because each country suspects its neighbonr of plamming to distabilize it.

The mechanisms already in existance do not function bhecaunse of a deliberate
intention 1o leave freely agreed decisions, mrimplemented. Africa lacks
r a . . i -
seriousness and creditabilitv. It should be said that some of onr leaders are

greatly responsible for Africa‘s apparent current situwation of an object of
e

7

ridicule in the world. We have had the Lagos Plan of Action and its Fimal Act,
the African Alternative Frawework to Structwral Adjustment Frogramme, the Common
Karket and African Economic Commmnity project and the subregiomal integrationﬂ
projects, but the implementation of the above is stifled by inconsistencies, lack
of vision and collective co-operation on the part of some of ouy leaﬁeré. Fhe

vord democracy iz tabow! In the name of compliance with certain principles, such

as those of non-interference and sovereignity, which have been made fool of,

i Y

LR
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peaple have been taken houstage in their own countries and within the borders of

the continent.

Above all these, there has been continnous interference in the internal
affairs of Africa! There has even been cases of making and wnmaking regimes!
i
T

Some of our leaders onlv consider those agreements and compromises made ountside

Africa as warthv and secure. Thig is wnimaginable and wnacceptable!

Africa is immense and imdenselv yricht It has abundant land, human and
natural resomrces in addition to its vouth-the omly ever-renewahle energy! Yet
the enthusaism and zeal of the people, their generousity, imagination, inventive

spirit and the creative talent of the wvouth, the avilability of intellectuals
e
have all becowe a big slush, {for not being exploited throngh a greatex

participation of all the children of Africa in devising solutions to the overall

strategic problems.

v

To conclude, 1t should be emphasized that to ensure stabiiitv and securitf

in Airica and to promote gennine co-operation the following is unavoidable:

S
- Restoration of trust belvween people and governments;

/

- Giving a greater role to the true architects of general development
. ‘

- i
in Africa., and the living forces mnamelv, voung people, workers,
women and intellectunals:

- Establishing reliable relations and good neighbourliness between

!.;t ¥
- Establishing, at the subregional and continental levels, of pacis
amd agreements of non~agresgion and of defence far the establishment
E

of a reqional individual and collective securitv plan;

- Acceleraiing the economic integration of the coniinent:
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Revitalizing OQAU., firmlv establishing the concept of unity and
compliance with decigions ¢ointly faken:

Providing the Afrijcan people with suchk minimum necessities of life

H

as edncation, health care, food, security: and granting them all

their rights throngh  the establishment of a truve democracy,

’

4
inmelnding popular participation in development, stakilizatiom and

i
secnrity for gewnine co-operation:

s
Andg finally. providing the elite and the leadership with adegnate

training.

Thank vou.





