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INTROIU CTION

1. The United Nations Statistical Commission, at its ninth
session in 1956, adopted recommendations on statistics of the
distributive trades; these are set out in Part I of the Internmational
Recommendations in Statistiocs of Distribution (Statistiocal Papers,

Series M. No. 26, hereafter referred to as "M.26").

2. BStatistics of distribution are needed for a variety of

‘purpeses such as the provision of information for general economiec

plamning and research. Statisties of wholesale and retail trade
are needed for market analysis. These are alsc necessary for the
compilation of national accounts and bélancés and have other uses
such as the preparation of c¢ommodity balances, the estimation of
consumers expenditure, the compilation of input-output tables, and

price indices,

3, At the Fourth Conference of African Statisticians it was
agreed that there should be a working group on methodology and
applications of industrial and distribution statistics, and that
this should be organised towards the end of 1966, or alternatively
in the earlier part of l967l/. A Working Group on Industrial ‘
Statistics was convened in Addis Ababa in December 1966, However,
owing to circumstances beyond the control of the ECA it has not

yet been possible to organise a meeting on distribution statisties.

1/ See the Report of the Fourth Conference of African Statistioians
(BECA document E?CN.1470A8.47175 paragraph l3lid).
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4. An attempt has been made at a preliminary investigation
into the availability and development of distribution statistics in
Africa. This has Been carried out on the basis of some material

~available in the ECA library and replies to letters writtén to heads
of government statistical organisations in the rogien. These letters
were addressed to 45 African countries, but replies were received

from only 22, even after repeated follow-ups. Information was requested
regardlng work done or envisaged in the various countries relating to
dlstrlbutlon statlstlcs, and coplies of relevant documents including
reports, questionnaires and 1nstructlons were solicited. In this
document an attempt 1s made to summarlse and analyse the replies
reoelved and the data drawn from the various documents in the

ECA llbrary.
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t II. SOJRCES AND AVAILABILITY OF DISTRIBITION STATISTICS

A. International Recommendations .
5« The statistical programme adopted by the Statistiocal

Commission involves the collection and compilation of data arising
from (i) ocomprehensive surveys once every five or ten years; (ii)
lesg-detailed inquiries for each intervening year, and (iii) mors
reetrioted inquiries for each month or quarter. These 1nquirles
differ from €ach other in coverage particularly as regards servioe

trades and certain parts of wholesale trade.

B. By-products of Administration
6. For most African countries no such inquiries have been

conducted, Limited and varied information arising probably as a
by-product of administration is published in respect of existing
establishments for four countries as shown at Table 1 in the Annex.

C. labour Irquiries
7+ For thirteen other countries data on employment and earnlngs

in the distributive trades are obtained from periodical labour

inquiries and are published as shown at Table 2 in the Annex. These
inquiries vary in scope and in coverage. Although it has not been

possible to make but a limited nmumber of notes to the table, the variations
in data available an4 the lack of uniformity in definitions such

a8 "Jjuveniles" and "earnings" can be seen. Information is usually
not_collected in respegt of owners, pariners, proprieters or self—

employed persons. 4730 persons working as domestic servants are

generally excluded.
D, Censuses of Distribution

8. It would appear that only ten African countries have made

surveys of the Distributive Trades. These countries are Ethiopia,
Ghana,Kenya, Morocco, Southern Rhodesia, Somalia, the Republic of
South Africa, Tanzania, the United Arab Republic and Zambia. The
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surveys of sthiopia (1954) and Somalia (1966) were related to their
capital cities only, and that of Ethiopia only to retail trade.
Moreover these two surveys treated only with certain establishment
characteristics and employment. The other surveys were generally
more comprehénsive and covercd dota on current and capital receipts
and expenditures, stocks, and other assets and liabilities, The
data sought in respect of eight countries as available from copies
of schedules obtained from these countries are compared with the

international recommendations and showm at Table 3 of the Annex.

ITI. THE CENSUSES AND THE INTERNATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS

9. The data to e gouzght in Censuses of Distribution as
recommended in M.26 are listed in the stub of Table 3. How far

these recommendavions nave been satisfied is shown on this synoptic

table, and an attempt is made in the following brief analysis to help

the reader to view tue gaps more clearly.

A. Establishment Characteristios

B,

10, GQenerally these were well covered although Ethiopia and
the United Arab Republic did aot seek information on the kind of

legal organiéation,

Number of Establishments as of One Day

11. Apart from the different periods covered there is no
comparability here owing ‘o the wide differences in other coverage.
Ghéna's Census of Establishments in 1956 relate to wholesale and
retail trade only. In her industrial census in 1962 the coverage )
was extended to include restaurants and, finally in 1966, other
services were included. The United Arab Republic, on the other
hand, covered only "organised éstéblishments”, and Ethiopia
(in 1954) and Somalia covered capital cities only and the former

only retail trade.
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C. Employment, Wages and Salaries

D.

E.

Fo

12, Data on employment distinguishing between adult and youth
and sex‘is not soughf for Nigeria and the United Arab Republic.
This information is sought ~nly for Somalia. Zmployment by sex is
asked for in respect of Southernm Rhodesia and Zambia but no-
distinction is made between adults and youths Ffor these countries.
For Ghana these data are requested only in respect of employees

but not in respect of working proprietors ar unpaid family workers.

Also, for Southern Rhodesia and Zambia, working proprietors and

'unbaid family workers are not shown separately but grouped together.

13. Employment by full and part-time workers is sought only for

Nigeria nationals and for Southern Rhodesia and Zambia. The

classification in respect of Somalia is "permanent" and "casual' and

Nno gats in earnings is asked for in respect of that counitry.

Expenditures and Sales for Fixed Assets

14. .pats on these items are sought for Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria
and the United Arab Republic, although there are differences in
clagsification. Of these countries only for Figeria and the
United Arab Republic is information sought separately in respect

of new and second-hand goods.

Inventories of Goods Intended for Sale

15, Data on this item was asked for all countrises shown except
Bthiopia and Somalia., However some of these countries sought daia

by commodities except Ghana.

Value of Sales During Inquiry Year

16. For all the countries shown except for Somalia the values
of‘salés of goods have been sought. In addition, except for
thiopia the value of the sales of services have been requested.
Only for Nigeria has there been an attempt to gseek information
separately for wholesale and retail trade as regards own account

sales and sales on account of others. The information sought for
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G,

H.

I,

Southern Rhodesia and Zambia as regards these classes of sales
relate only to wholesale disitritutors and representatives. Sales
by method of payment is not asked for any country shown. However,
séles by type of customer is soughi for Kenya. This information is
also requested for Southern Rlodesia and for Zambia but in reepect

of wholesale distributors and ropresentatlves only.

Accounts Recelvable

17.  This item is defined 2% M.26 as '"the value of the credit
outstanding as of the end of the ingquiry year that was advanced in
selling goods on own account and in rendering services." This item
has been desoribed otherwise as follows: Suadry debtors (Ghana)s
Commercial debtors (UAR); Customers® indebtedness on all form of
oredit (Southsrn Rhodesia ard Zambia), No relevant data has been

sought for Kenya, Somalia ard for Fthiopia,

Value of Purchames of Goods Intended for Sale

18, Data on the total value of such purchaseés have been sought
for Ghana, Kenya, Nigerii, Southern Rhodesia, The United Arab
Republic and for Zambia. De%ails in respect of commodities purchased

however have been requested onlyr for the United Arad Republic.

Data Sought but not Intended in International Recommendations

19. In addition to dai- in accordance with recommendatlons at
M.26 Ghana. Southern Rhode51d, the United Arab Republlc and Zambia
have sought other types of information during these inquiries.
These countries have ;zl-zu for data regarding current operating
expenses other than for remunerction of employees, e.g. rent,
1nsurance, and electricity, and cost of work given out on contract.
The Unlted Arab Republic 1ncludes the item "bad debt", and Ghana

requires the completion of a form whloh sets out the ”Tradlng

Account and Profit and Loss Account", Also information is requested

for these four countries in respect of stocks of goods other than

for sale. Ghana and the Un:ted Arab Republlc requlre a balance sheet
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from the respondents setting out all assets and liabilities, while
Southern Rhodesia and Zambia merely seek to know the "Firm's
indebtedness at the beginning and the end of the year" and whether
there is any higher purchase or any other form of credit. It is
noted in Table 3 that for Ghana, Southern Rhodesia, and Zambis
data is also sought in respect of accounts receivable at the

beginning of the year.

IV. COUNTRY PLANS ?OR DISTRIBITION STATISTICS

20. Of tkhe twenty-two countries which replied to the ECA inquiry
as regards developments in statisties of the distributive trades
twelve had no plans for venturing into the subject. There were
plans for the commencement of a Census of Distribution in 1966 for
three other countries and in respect of a further three countries
a survey was to commence before the end of 1967,and for two of thase
countries, namely, the United Arab Republic and Zambia,it had been
stated that surveys would be taken every five years thereafter, a
commercial census for the former, and a census of distribution for
the latter. For the other countries it had not been quite decided
when a survey on distribution would be taken. In faect distribution
statistics was listed among the subjects to be dealt with for these

countries, but were given no priority.
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DISTRIBJTION STATISTICS AVAILABLE FOR

ANGOLA, GUINEA, MAURITIUS AND PORTUGULSE GUINEA

. OCINTRY . DATA SCURCE
' AVAILABIE OF DATA
ANGOLA Companies newly created Repartigao de
and disolved, analysed Estatistico Qeral
by kind, of organisation Anuario kstatistico
and kind of business, 1958, 1959, 1960
GUINEA Total number of Bulletin Statistique
companies newly created de la o:iady oo
and disolved . ' ‘
MAURITIUS Number of persons in Mauritius Central

PORTUGUESE GUINEA

posceosicon of licenceg
to exerclse the various
trades, analysed by
broad-group of activity.

Total number of licences
granted for the conduct
of business.

Statistical Office:
Yearbook of
Statistics

Provincia da Guind

Servigos de Estatistica:

Anuario Estatistiocc
1950 —~ 1951
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