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DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE AFRICAN PURCHASING AND SUPPLIES ASSOCIATION
Preamble
. The Organizations on whose behalf this Constitution is signed:

Having regard to the advantage for Africa to be derived from the effective

and continuous exchange of information and co—ordination of activities in the
field of purchasing, supplies, stores: and materials management especially as
regaidg,thg promotion of intra.African trade; =
- Being aware of .the significant .role that African purchasing and supplies

organizatiofis have to play in the economic development of Africa;

‘Recognizing that the: creation. of an-African Purchasing and Supplies Association
for the:study, discussion and promotion of purchasing, supplies, stores and
materials management within Africa would best serve these purposes;

... Have .agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

Establishment of the Association

The African Purchasing and Supplies Association (APSA) (hereinafter referred
to as "the Association") is hereby established-and shall operate and be governed

in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution.
. ARTICLE,II . C L

Obiectives and functions

le The objectiVvés of the Association shall be to:
(a) fobter and promote sound purchasing, supplies, storés and materials =

management practices in Africa;
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(b) 'fOSuer, promote and assist ir. the teaching, study and development of "

(c)

2., TFor the purposes set out in paragraph 1 of fhié‘ﬁfticle,‘the Assaciation shali:

(a)
(b)

(c)

(a)

(£)

(g)

o

Jdntro-African trade;

knowledge and techniques relating to purchasing, supplies, storés and

materials management; and S AR I o PO L

. . . ot g i € ¥ i AL
assist in the harmon¢41u10n of the ‘purchasing, supplles, stores and *- ¥ -
materials management pollcles of A;rlcan Eounffiégﬁﬁ?’g}éé; ¥6.;;oﬁotg -
intra.African trade and the development of Africa- o : 6

provide for mcztings of the Association and ils ‘organs;

assist the members of the Association to establish national purchasing,

eupplies, stores.and materials management organizations or associationg;

assist the mamberz of the Assoc’ation in the strengthening of their

purchasing; uupplleS, stores and naterials management organlzatlons,'“'”’

prcnote The atudy and development of knowledge and technlques relatlng

4 purchasing., svpplies, stores and materials management generally .and

is théy relate 4o intra-ifrican trade in particular, and.the exchangé of

idead and erperience in such fields;

assizt African Goveraments in the formulation of purchasing; supplies,

tores and materials management policies which are conducivé to incéreased

co-ordinate African policies 6n purchasing, supplies, stores

manzgemant s

assist in crganizing subregional information centres for the

of information on purchasing. supplies, storss and maierials

and materials

dissemination

management

among its membars: and

(n) do all such othe:r things as would enable the Association to achieve, ..
. its objectives.
e » ARYICLE: ITI
Membership .

lo Membership of'the Association shall be open to government organizations and
statutory bodies or a combination of such organizations and/gyépodiesiin‘any“pf
the member States of the Organization of African Unity and the Unitqdfﬁéiibnsi
Econom;g_Commissiqn fp:vAfrica and which are qpncerned with purchgsing,hsupp}ies,

stores and materials mancgement.
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Associate member.hip of the Association shall be open to:

]

(a) such individual nationals of African countries actively engaged
‘in the study, reséarch-or practice in relation. to purchasing,

supplies, stores and materials management; and

(b)' such African organizations and bodies interested. in the objectives and
' functions of the Association and on such condltlons as the General

Assembly may determlne.

ARTICLE IV

-Members of the A53001atlon shall co-operate in every way so as to assist the:

ABSOclatlon in achzev1ng its obgectlves. They shall in particular:

“(a) facilitate the collection, exchange and dissemination of information in-

such manner and under such coﬂditionsAas the General Assembly may determiney

(b} submit all necessary reports and informﬁtion as may be agreed with the

competent organs of the Associatibn to such organs;

(c) ,make avallable training and research fa0111tles on such terms and conditions

as may from time to time be.agreed with the appropriate organ of the

Assoclatlon-

(d) make available personnel to assist other members of the Association or the
T Association on such conditions as may be agreed w1th the appropriate organ

of the Association; and

(e) pay their annual contributions as assessed by the Generzl AssembLy and such

special contrlbutlons as may be determlned by the General Assembly,

ARTICLE V

\

Status, stfucture and organization sf the Association

1.

-~

To enable it to achieve ita purpose -and to perform its functions, the

Assoczatlon shall in accordance with the laws of the country where its headquarters

is established, seek -and acquire legal capacity to acquire, hold manage and

dispose of land and other property, enter into contracts, accept and make loans,

grants, gifts and contrlbutlons, and to sue and be sued.
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"2 The organs of ine Association shall bé:

(a) the General Assembly;
(b) the Executive Board; ’
. (c) the subsregional conferences;

) (d) the Secretariat; .
| (e).” national associations; and .

(£) such other bodies as may be established by the General Assembly.

(ARTICLE VI

- The General Aséembly

le. The General Assembly shall consist of a representative of each of the
i . ] \

'organizations or bodies which are members of the Association.

e T@e General Assembly shall meet at least once in every two years; emergency

. meetings may be convened in accordance with:rules made by the General Assembly.

3 Each member of the General Assembly shall have only one vote at meetings
of the General Assembly. ' '
i

Y. The General. Assembly shall elect from-amongst its members, its President,
two Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur who shall hold office for four years'and

may be eligible foér rewelection,- \
Se. The General Assembly shall:

(a) determine the general policies of the Association;
(b) consider and approve the programme of work and budget of the

“Agsociation;

(¢) review, .direct and co—ordinate the activities-of the organs of

the Association;

{a) determine the bontributipns.o{_membgrslof.theAAssociation in respect -
of the expenditure involved in the running of the affairs of the
Association and its organs and fees to be. paid by Associate members

of the Association; ‘

(e) . consider reports on the activities of the Association;

hate N
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(£) determine the conditions of admission of members of the
Asscciation ih pursuance of faragraph 2 of Article X1V of‘this
Constitution and of a55001ate members of the A35001at1on, ‘and

(g) con51der and adopt rules and general directions governing %he

activities of the Association and its organs,

The General Assembly may establish such bodies as it deems NECeseLTy

and may delegate any of its funotlons to 'such bodies or an oraan of the

1

A38001atlon. A

To o

. shall prescribe its own rules of procedure including those for convening

. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General Assembly

/

its meetings, the conduct of such meetings, and the quorum and voting

thereat and for the dissemination of tho reports of its meetings.

8 ..

"at ﬁeetiﬁgs of the General Assembly-buﬁ shall have no i_rot'e:thoreat°

Associate members of the Associafion may attend oﬁ&-barticipate

- ARTICLE VII

‘Executive.Board‘

Lo

‘The Executlve Board shall consigt of the Pre51dent Vice-Presidacrts

and Rapporteur of the General Assembly, and shall

'20

(a) submit to the General Assembly reports on the activities of
the Association; '

(b) submlt for the approval of the General Assembly +the programme of

_ work and budget of the Assoclatlon, ' ‘

(¢} consult with the Secretariat on actions that -may be undertaken
by the Association or its organs in furtherance of the oojectiveo.
of the Assoclatlon' and ‘

(d) -reV1ew, dlrect and co-ordlnato the act1v1t1es of the organg “of

C the Assoclatlon 1n between meetlngs of the General Assembly and

to such extent as may be determined hy the General Assembly.

The Ixecutive Board shall meet at least once every year.

]
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‘Sub—regional Conferences

le A Sub=regional Conference shall consist. of the members of the CGeneral

Assembly within & sub-region of African as defined by the United Nations

-,

Economic Commission for Africa,.
2+ A Sub=regional Conference shall: L : 4

(a) oversee the implementation of the decisions and policies of-
the General Assembly concerning its sub~region; o o

(b) be responsible for obtaining and disseminating information

' on purchasing, supplies, stores and materials managemént within
its sub=region; '

(¢) take decisions on matters concerning its sub-region and the ,
members of the Association in the sub-region which are not
inconsistent with the deéisions and policies of tﬁe General

Assembly; and . "

(d) have such other functions and responsibilities as ﬁay be

prescribed or delegated to it by the Generai Assembly.

. = / . .
3 A Sub-regional Conference may establish such subsidiary bodies as it

"deems necessary for the carrying out of its functions,

4 A Sub-regional Conference shall elect its own officers and prescribe

its own rules of procedure:

Provided however that each member of a Sub-regional

Conference shall have only cne vote at a meeting of a Sub-regional -

Conferences
5¢ A Sub-regional Conference shall meet at least once every year.
6. Lssociate members of the Association within a sub-region may attend and

participate at meetings in that sub-region of a Sub-regional Conference but

shall have no vote thereat,

¢
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ARTICLE VIIT

The Secretariat

The General Assembly shall establish the Secretariat, appoint its
location and prescribe its functions. Until the Secretariat is established,
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa shall constitute the

Secretariat of the Associatione .

ARTICLE IX

Nztional associations

le A National association shall consist- of the members of the Association
in any of the States referred to in paragraph 1 of Article III of this !
Constitution and shall be the organ of the Association through which the
activities of the Association in that State shall be considered, channelled
and co=ordinated and shall have éuch other functions as the General Assembly

may prescribeeo
2e A National association shall meet as often as may be required,

3. Associate members of the Association within a State where a Hational
Association exigts shall be inviteéd to take such part in the activities

of the National Association as the National association may determine.

ARTICLE X

Amendments B Sy S
This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority at a meeting
of the General Assembly. DlMembers of the Association who are not represented

at such almeeting may signify their votes in writing or by proxy:

Provided however that this Constitution may not .be amended unless

a written notice of a proposed- amendment shall have first beén given
to all the members of the Association at least three months before the
meeting of the General Assembly at. which such é proposed amendment is:

to be considerad,
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ARTICLE XI

Suspensz.on\ w1thdrawa.l , and cessa‘tlon of membershlp

of its obllgatlono under this Constitution may be suspended from membership.

of the Assecigtion by the General Assembly on such térms as tlie General

“Aasembly may determine.

2¢  Any member of tﬁe Association may withdraw from the Association
after the expiration of one year from thé date on which membership of
the Association was acqulred, Dy giving written notice of withdrawal -
in original and duplicate coplee to the President of the Gerieral "
Assembly who shall forthw1th inform all members of the Association and
the Secratariat of the receipt of such notice of withdrawal and shall

transmit .the original copy of éuch.notice of withdrawal to the Deposifary.'

3a Withdrewal from the ASSOCiation shall become effective one-year

‘from the daue of receipt by the Pr831denb of the General Assembly of

a notice of w1‘hdrawa]'

Provided that durlng the period of such one year, a member N\
of the Association witﬁ@rawing from the Association shall '
nevertheless remain lisble for the discharge of obligations

incurred under the provisions of this Copstitulions

de Any member of the Association failing to fulfil obligations
incurred under the provisiovus of Article TV of this Constitution within |
two years from the time whan such obligafions should have been fulfilled,

shall ipso facto sease to be a member of the Association at the end

of such two yeurs,

ARTICLE-XIT.

Dissolution of the Association -

The‘Assobiation may be diesolved by a resolution to that effect
carriéd by a two-thirds majority at a meefing of the General Assembly
and WhereupoQa the (eneral Assemhly shail'appoint a Committee for thé

purpose of liquicating the assets of the Associaﬁiono'
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ARTICLE XIII

Arbitration _ R : u

- le Any dispute arising between membefs of the Association coﬂcerning A

the interbretation and application of the provisions of this Constitufion
and which cannot be settled by the parties concerned shall be submitted

for settlement in accordance with'fhe provisions of paragraph 2 of this

" Articlea

2;‘. Hhere any matter is submitted for settlement under the provisions of
paragraph 1 of. this Article, each party, to a dispute shall nominate ons
person to sérve on a Board of Arbitatidh and the two so nominated shall
nominate a third person to act as Chairman of the Board of Arbitration .
and in the case cf aiségreement on the nominatign of such»third persons,

he shall be selected by the President of the General Assembly.

- ... . ARTICLE XIV

Signature and depository

|
l. This Constitution shall enter into force when the original copies
of this Constitution in the English and French languages shall have
been signed on behalf of fifteen of the organizations or bodiéq referred to
in paragraph 1 of Article ITI of this Constitution and whéfeupdn.such

organizations or bodies shall become members of the Associationg

Provided however that at ieast.ong of such organizations or
bodies shall be from each of the sub-regions of Africa as

defined by «the United Nations Economic Commission for Africas

2. After the entry into force of this Constitution, the original
copies of this Constitution shall be'depositéd with the Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Zconomic Commission for Africa and
other organizations or bodies réferred to in paragraphtl of Article III
of this Constitution may become members of the Associdtion on such

condifions as the General Assembly may determine,

~
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3; The Depositary shall transmit certified copies of this Constitﬂtibn .

to all members of the Associatione

4. The General Assembly shall hold its first meeting not later than

twelve months after the entry into force of this Constitution.

—_—

IN WITNESS WHEREQF the undersigned being authorized by or on
behalf of their respective organizations have signed this Constitution

on the dates appearing beside their signatures.

1

DONE at &.clno.o.bo.oo.nnooacooa-g..othis oooouoooc-otooeo.ntod&?
of (;0'.QQ0000hIDUI‘.‘.IJOOGba‘-‘ﬁoO.OOOO.C.I-.0.197-00..01.-!1 two original
copies in the English and French languages both of which are equally

authentic,




