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Synoptic table of Becent Surveys of

African Agriculture

A great deal of agricultural statistics in Africa have "been collected

in a haphasard manner using subjective methods of estimation; "but recently

scientific methods of collecting, agricultural data involving the use of

sampling methods and objective methods of measurement have been intoiduced

in many countries of the region., However the surveys conducted have been of

limited scope and coverages often carried out region by region without

covering the whole country in a single year. Hence the information

available is still limited in determining the general agricultural activiti

es and in particular the changes taking place in the traditional sector of

agriculture.

These limitations are mainly due to the lack of the resources and

qualified of staff in many African countries necessary to carry out large

scale surveys and to the practical difficulties associated with the

collection of agricultural data under the conditions of peasant agriculture.

The table presented below gives some indications on the sample surveys

conducted in Africa since I960? the nature and scope of the data collected

and the coverage of the surveys. No consideration has been given to other

general, activities for providing agricultural statistics. For instance no

mention is made of the annual censuses conducted in the improved sector of

agricultures nor other socio-economic surveys that are a source of

agricultural data in many African countries.

A great number of countries of tho region are. engaged in preparing

national plans for conducting country—wide agricultural censuses around

1970. No mention of this activity has been made in the present review*
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Ta"ble 1

Synoptic ta"ble of Recent Surveys of

African Agriculture

(cont'd)
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Availability of Demographic data in Africa

Table Z shows for the different countries of Africa the type of

data available in published volumes >rhich are available in the secretariat,

The topics selected do not include all those covered in demographic

enquiries but they include the most important ones. The table shows clearly

the gaps for each country. It will be realised that for Ethiopia and

Somalia the data shorn as available are all estimates. This is because

there have not so fax* been any comprehenaiV3 nationwide demographic

enquiries covering these countries. These i.re of course data on some of

the topics for certain parts of the country but since these are not national

figures they have not been shewn here.
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Synoptic table on educational statistics in Africa

Almost all African countries publish statistics on their schools.

The four chief items mentioned in these publications are:

The number of scholastic institutions5

The number of pupils or students enrolled^

The number of teaching staff;

Examination results.

Complete statistics in the form of overall totals are available for

the first three items with regard to education at the first and second

levels; if details are desired, only few countries publish exact figures.

The third level is not dealt with in many publications, as most higher-level

African staff are trained abroad.

The crosses in the table indicate which countries publish statistics

on the subjects quoted in the column headings. However, it is to be noted

that this table has been prepared from national and international statistical

publications available in the Commission.
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Trail st ort statistics

In 195C the ?J-&tir.J;ioa1 Office 01 J..fr? TJnitad jJr.ti.ono recommended

a series of transport statistics to "be collected "by Governments--/

(Appendix i). The Pattern African Transport Conference which was held

in Addis Ababa in 1962 also ua&e recommendations regarding the

collection of trpnspori statistics-/ The object of this paper is to

indicate to what s^tsnt thoco recommendations have been adopted, and

also to show what other data aro published in the monthly, quarterly

or annual Statistical Bulletins of the Countries.

Froc? the data puolisiied in the National statistical Bulletin and

the United Nations Otatis bical Yearoc-;;L; it vculd appear that the

Governments expei-ie ice socie difficulty in collecting all of this

inforciatioiii C:i tho otb.cx- hand, it is evident that although some of

the information \z rolleoted it is not puiliehod in the National

Btatisticai tullati^ "bat oonfinod to the Annual Report of the relevant

department* Tbic r^t'Mlts i:: a lack of homogeneity in the published

data which &z\iis ooiivporis^-L ^+-e^:y difficult aud in some instances

impossible,

1/ Statistical Iut^:?£ ^yrio^ li. No,, 3

2/ Economic Commission fcr Africa,; S/CiC 14/j 93 Anne* III-3
and Armaz IV,
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The main areas of transport statistics published by the

Governments in the Statistical Bulletin are as followss-

Air Transport (Appendix II)

Data relating to Air Transport are collected and published by the

International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).

There is a great deal of uniformity in the published data by this

Organisation, but separate information regarding excess baggage for

the scheduled flights and non-revenue aircraft hours for the non-

scheduled flights is not available for several of the airlines.

Unfortunately3 the data published in the Statistical Bulletins are

minimal„

International Sea-Borno Shipping (Appendix III)

The lack of uniformity in the published data is most striking

in this field, the main defects relate to statistics on coastwise

shipping and the number and tonage of vessels cleared in international

traffic.

Railways (Appendix IV)

The availability of data differs substantially from country to

country. In some instances the information is very detailed, including

the accounts of the railways-, while in others only fragmentary

information is published,,

Road Transport (Appendix V)

The published data in this field are also quite varied. As can be

seen from the Appendix several countries do not publish statistics

of the motor vehicles in use although this information is available.
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It is recognised chat transport statistics represent only a

small part of the data which are published in the Statistical

Bulletin,, It is also acknowledged that it may be quite expensive

to publish detailed information on this subject and that the

oollection of this data might delay the publication of the Bulletin.

However, it can be seen that the lack of uniformity and details

would, to a certain extent, detract from the usefulness of the Bulletin.

Conference Paper No. S/CN.I4/CAS.5/5 suggests that a Working

Group should bo convened to discuss this subject.*
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APPENDIX I - LIST OF STATISTICAL SERIES

(it is recommended that those series marked by an asterisk be

published on a monthly basis and the remainder on an annual basis.)

For railways

freight net ton-kilometres performed
*

passenger-kilometres performed

goods loaded

goods unloaded

goods carried

number of locomotives —**•* fc

number of vehicles in the passenger stock

number of goods wagons ■ -

passenger oapaoity

goods capacity

total starting draw—bar pull

For sea-borne shipping

goods unliaded in coastwise traffic

net registered tonnage of vessels arrived (l) with cargo in ooastwise

traffic

net registered tonnage of vessels departed (l) with cargo in coastwise

traffic

goods loaded in international sea-borne traffic

goods unloaded in international sea-borne traffic

net registered tonnage of vessels entered with cargo in external trade

net registered tonnage of vessels cleared with cargo in external trade

number and gross registered tonnage of

(a) passenger vessels

(b) tankers

\o) dry cargo vessels "" .

passenger capacity of passenger vessels

AL

(1) The words "entered" and "cleared" were used in the text of the
resolution instead of "arrived" and "departed". They have been
altered here to conform to suggestions made by membBrs of the
Commission
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For civil aviation
————————— ^

cargo ton-kilometres performed

mail ton-kilometres performed

passenger-kilometres performed

oargo loaded

oargo unloaded

kilometres floim

number of small passenger aircraft

number of large passenger aircraft

number of cargo aircraft

For road transport

number of private cars

number of buses

number of lorries

passenger capacity

goods capacity

Source: Statistical Papers, Series M. No, 8
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Ghana
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■to recoo

Kxger (a)

Sierra uaone
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Tunluia

Uganda

United Arab Republic

Jpper Volta (a)
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X
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(o) Data not reported separately but oonbined with other infonation.

the Yaounde Treaty which belong to th» Union of Africa toi

International Civil Aviation Organisation*
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APPBOTIX III

Trac«p
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Hot published separately.

(2) Iba Statistical Bulletins available at BCA do not give details on registration.
gives data for two categorise (a) Paasengar oara (b) Conmeroial Tohioles.

X reprsaanta information published in Statistical Bulletin of the Country.

However, the United Kations Statiatloal Zaarbook
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Country
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foreign

The attached table indicates, for the majority of the African countries,

the main types of data available on foreign trade statistics.

Title of the publication. It is also been stated when these are mechanical

data processing returns. The latter are usually available well before the

printed publications and are sometimes the only source of information on

detailed foreign trade statistics.

Nomenclature. Two types of nomenclature are used by African countries at

the present. The Brussels Tarriff Nomenclature (BTN) prepared "by the Customs

Co—operation Council and the Standard International Trade Classification

(SITC) prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations (Statistical

Papers, Series K, No. 34, New York, 1961).

The fact that some African countries publish foreign trade statistics

according to the SITC does not always mean that the nomenclature is used

as the tarriff classification, but that the countries themselves make the

transposition between their figures prepared on the basis of a national

nomenclature and the international nomenclature!

Information available in the publication

Most countries using the Brussels nomenclature prepare their foreign

trade statistics to six figures, according to this nomenclature. However,

countries using the SITC prepare their statistics either to five figures

or sometimes in greater detail.

The commonest presentation is the so-called product/country system.

Some publications also provide a country/products presentation. Finally,

certain publications show rearrangements of products, with or without a

geographical breakdown, such as statistics by SITC section or imports by

end use.
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Trade by country

Some countries show their total imports and exports in the same

publication, broken down by country or origin or destination. This is mostly •

a rearrangement of more detailed information intended to give'a rapid' ' *

account of the trade balance by country or monetary zone.

Last annual publication received by ECA

In most cases this is the publication for 1966 or 1965* and it is to

be emphasized that mechanical data processing returns are the first to

reach the Commission, as it usually takes rather a long time for the

publications to be printed.
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Country

#

Morocco

Algeria

Tunisia

Libya

U.A.H. (i)

(2)

Sudan

Senegal

Hall

Ivory Coat

Uppar Volta

uanoaM]

Siger

OMbl*

Slarra Laone

Llbaria

Ohana

Togo

Ilgerla

Title of Publication

Tabulated Liatings

mouTeaant oommeroial at narltine

da 1 'Algeria

Statiatiquea du Conmoroe extdrieur
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Foreign Trada according to SITC,
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Coaaiaraa Srterlaur du Senegal,

Tabulated llstinga

Statletlquas Douaniaree, Coaaeroe

apeol*l, Tabulated Hating*

Statlatlquea du Coanaroa bWrieur

de la Ctfte-d'Ivolre, Tabulated
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Statistliiuea DOBaoi*r», Coaaeroe

apeoial, Tabulated liatlngs

Statlatlquea du Coaaierea btarLeur,
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6 digite/Country

5 digit■/Country

Itsa/Countrj'

$ digita/Country

6 diglta/Couitry
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6 dlgite/Ooxntry
Group/Zone

6 digit*/Country
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6 digit./Cto.tr,

6 digita/Couatry

Prlnolpal ocuniriea
SITC Seotloc/Sou*
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6 digits/Country
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COBplaia and by
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