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I . 1 NTRODUC'l'IO 1 

1 , Since I t hilS e st.a l is h d in 1 9 5 8, ' he Uni ted 'alio n s co nomic: 
Cornmj 88ion tor Af ,rica I CAl , h <ls . llached mon> 1 mportance to t h e 
dey 1. pl1l e nt of sLat ; sties in ,",friea ei t h er t lrougb th e ('eg l.1 1 ar 

t i \ i li s on its wDr~ programme or t h rough var i o u prn j e ct 
aCliviti e s fi n a nced by don0r age nc ie s i n t h Uni Led Nalions s y~lem . 
In ~hiB r egard, t he Vn iLe~ Nytjon s Dev e l opmen t Pr o g ramme IUNDPI ha s 
be e n finan cing (or :>ome ~''' ar!'l nOl< , I:h r e e stcH ist ica l d e\'pl opme nt 
project s \,' hoee illlplern( nation h a"l been e n trusted t o Fe . s 
St a ti s tic s Division. r ho se pro j e~ t s are : 

(al The opera ti onal support p ro je t f or the improvement and 
expansion of the Stat i tical Tr a ining Prog r amm e for Africa r STPA) 
~hich beqan in 1978 ; 

(b) Th e Af d C i1 regional (Camponen t of 
Household Survey Ca pab il it ' Pr oq r a mme IAHSC PI 
1978; and 

th e Uni ted Na t jons 
whjch also b.gan in 

(e) Th e pr o ject of assistanc e t o l ea S l -de \ elo p e d and n ewl~' 
- independent countries in n ational a ccounts which began i l l 1979, 

2, Untj 1. J 986, t he t.h ree pr ojec:ts \;e1'e implement ",d sep r a e ly 
and t h e re f or'e contrj buted eve r al l ,," t o deve l opill en t. j 1'1 the t hree 
areas o f s ta ti s tics mentioned a ov~ . 

3. r 19 B 7 , it "a=' derided to adopt at! in t egra ted approa cll i. 11 

the implelnent a t i o n of t h e th r e e afo r pmenti0 n e d pro j c t B u nd e r the 
Fourth C 'cle Program me u NDP . 'T here is no d ub t that each of 
the pro jec t s hik, "'ithi ll Lh e ir re31ec tlve a r eas, c ontri bu ted to 
the developm e nt of sLa ist i~ s in .fr ic. Thp in tegra t ed pproach 
waB adopted, ho.e\'er. to make it oss ibl e to a chieve bet tpr r ~sul ts 
and better c o-ordination uf p r oj ect actIvit ies, 

L In thi s p apPI" , I: he mai n objPct ives pur ,Hl e d i.n the i n t e grat i on 
uf s tati s ti ca l de elopment dctiv ' ti ps wi th i n the cnntext o f SDPA 
and the v a 'ious s tat is tical p r ogr mm es s upport ed u nder SDPA, will 
be c onsidered brie Cl 

II, C1AJOR OBJ ECT r n :: s I ~ TH E I NTEGRATION OF ST "TISTIC.\L DEVELOP~lE'IT 
i\CTIV ITIES \\ITHI' THE rONTEXT OF SDPA 

5. It kould b .. he I r I, fi r st o f all. t o r~cdll t he ob j ec tive s 
of th e t ll r e supp~r e u SDFA programmps as pursued und r th th r e 
project s men tione d dr l i e r. 
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6. The Statj s ti c a l 'I'raining PPOgram ne for Africa ,-las t.H~t up t.o 
pro\lide nil' \f r i e a r eg.lon, o n a p rmanent ba~; is , ;.;i th qua li ' ied 
statistical per.s Clnncl for n at l.Ol131 statistics bur e aux. Ot her -· 
government services a s \,"e ll a~ paraf,l t a ca lH aJlc1 the private sectur 
I<le r'e also t o benf.'f i. t fr olll STPA . A ne t l<ork of s t atis ti c al tra i n i llg 
st l u c turss, r eter'red to a s STPA c ent res , ar e bp ing used to ach1e\le 
this object ive particula r ly I,i t h r e g ard to basic training in 
stat i sti~s. T1Je I'e ar e a ls o associate c~~tres located outside the 
.'.fricd region Id1i r'b main l y pro vi.de <d10rt-ter Jn ;; p8ciiJlized trainirHJ. 

7. ~ith regard to the Af rican Hou 'phold S~rvel' Capability 
Programme (AHSC) the main object ive "as to maJ..:e .;;'[riCdl1 count ries 
capable () f g~ueT ating a contlnllOUS flo" of in t egrateci socio­
economi r:: data (using household SlH',"eys and o t her sources) for 
dpvelopm en t planning, p ol i cy--m <lJ..: ing and progr- a wrni_ng. III ot her 
\,",ords f t he Proqramme ai.n't=:~d at ass.isting the ()ltntJ~i{:~s to set up 
perTllan e nt- structul fiS fn T cn nduct ing sur\'eyn and to t"lnsure tbat the 
datH c oll e c ted here COll or t l y aIldl~ 'z e~ and presented. 

8. Kith rAgard t u ttl e prog r amm0 u f assista nce in national 
accounts, i.1: should b _ po in ted out t · .. a t EC .... had t<:Jl: 8e,'8ra1 years 
benn pr-ovidin:] advi sory fj'~rViCeB to me'lib r Stater; b(>[Ol.~8 UNDP­
funded proj~ct on assi st a nc n t o leasL -deve lop~d and newly ­
inclependf~lIt cDuntr-iec: -in national a ccollnts in ]979. In 1982, t h e 
national acc',unt s capability programme was launched "ith the 
ob jecti "8 ct rna),ing Af ri ,., an cuuntrif>e; capabl e of prPf_,ar i.ll g ann 
us ing national aC~Oll!l ' : ~ a s a YI i llt gt'al par t of theLr statistica l 
developme nt programme. In it ially, the programme pro\'ided f or a 
vaRt project, ~hich llnfortunately, co uld not be expanded tor lack 
of external fincmr-ing. 

9 . The major objective pur s Hed i n inte.glCating stattstical 
deve l op men t act i v il _! BS wi th in t he co n t e~t of HDPA ~a9 to ma ke a 
greatAr impact o n sL dtist i c al rje \'e l o ment in AfricA. and to 8 u sure 
th?t activj.t ic8 wer bo tt e r c o-or din atcd . It fol ]_ O~JS that the main 
objective of the SDPA p r c)j c t was tel e nsure that African 
stalisti a l s~-ste m s pl-odl.lced relevant , r e liable and accura te 
statistics which COIJl d b@ pl aced at the dist)osal of those nationa l 
admin-i st r a t i\ e author ) t 1.rt S respon sibl e, allwng o ther t hi n,):,: , tor the 
formu la tiorl of developme n t policie s and l a ns, a nd international 
llsers, in p<lrticular In th in the f rame" orL (,f t he l..a908 Pla n of 
Ac t ion and Fi nal Act of LatJos I • Et i ('a I s Pr i o l:'i ty Prc)9r(~ll1me for 
Economic Rocover y ( PPE ) and t he Uni ted ~at.ionfi Prcqramme of 
,\etian [01" Afri c an Ec')no~lic Reco\' er~' and Devel o pment (UNPA.'.ERD). 

10. The strateyy adopt pd in the SDP; integrated project consists 
of streng t hen ing stati,-' t i ca l training i.n thre e dislinct areas, 
n a rr.l~ll' : 
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(a) The d ey lopment of specia l ize~ post-graduate prog r a mm es 
in areas like a gr i cultur al s t atis t ics, na tional acc ounts and 
hous ehold surveys ; 

(b) The inst itu t i on and/or expansion o f middl e level 
trainin9, including on-the- job lrain ing f or the Portllgl,lese-speal;.ing 
countries of Afri c a in particular ; ,Ind 

(e) The d e velopment of teaching materials for appli ed 
ntatistics . 

11 . Fitll r egar d to household s urve ~- s , t he l nl eg r a t ecl project 
~ndersco r es t he permanent nee d for d eveloping an d strengthening 
na.tio nal c a pabilit ies f o r e ffect i ve implemen talion of househol d 
su r veys and speedy process ing and an alys i s of survey results. The 
st r a t egy dopted i n thi_ s an~a Has on e of providinq '!C'hn ica l ad ", ice 
on v arious a s pe c t ,s of su r ve}' perations , in particular , dB t a 
processing and a nalys i s . 

12, In t he a r e a of b s i c econom i c s ta 'sties , effort s a.re mada i n 
th e con t ext of t ile integla ted pro jec t to emphasize two aspects: 
fir p, t , greater ,:onCp.nt rdt i. on on '_'imple s~'!! t ems for per-ma ne t 
collectio n of dat a Bnrt sec o nd , more eff ect i ve ~ a1S of dissemi nating 
processed d a t a rapid l y , 

13. Final l y, th e int egra t ed p r ject i n d e signed t o u s nationa l 
experIen ces in the compila t ion o f ba si r economic statjstirA , t he 
prepara ti_<lH of natI on a l a ccounts and household sur ve y acti \'i t ies 
with a V~t", tc, p rOllKJti ng t h e de\-e lopmenl of sta tisti cal dat a bas i s 
in co un trie s o f t he r ~gjQn . 

14. The SOPA pro jec t per s onne l inc l uded , as of 30 September 198 9 , 
two statis t ical training ad vjsers (one of I'hom was a t t he 9 me t i me 
a ho usehuld su rvey speci alist ): a hou sehold su r \' ey s peci ali s; a 
national a c co unts spec ia list ; and a s tat i stic- l data base 
specialist. Ther is a l s o wi thin th~ ECA Sta t ist i c s Divis i on a 
post of regi,onal ad v i ser in n a tional accoun ts finan ced un de [- t h e 
regular \;ork programme of th e f1n i ed Nations llepartrnent of 
TeclllHc"''tl Co-oper ion fo r DeveloplIl e nt . ~ore0ve r , as pa rt of i til 
con tr ibu ti r'n to he d e\-elopm0nt of AH SCP , th .. lllL rnationa l Labour 
Organis ati o n (ILO) h s b een pro\" id ing , s j nee 197 9, nne pos t of 
rf~gional adviser i n hous e hold surve-y s . The i n ( ~l1mbent 01 th t pos t 
ha,s been 'lI OS t t'{ conduct ing miss ions to ng liHh-!! peak ing fri ca ll 
COllntr:i. e~) I mainly to carry out s urve rs Qn e-mp]oyme nt r j n'-::OIDes and 
household ~xppnditllr e . 

15 . Tl", v<'\;:-io" " p r0ject speci.al i,;ts I'or k ' 8 'i t eam and do not 
confine themselves only to t hose areas in which th~~ re d i rect l~ 
specialized . Th e activi t ies co nducted d uri ng mis s i on ravel by a 
p roj('c t spe cia U s o r ad'-ise r 'll'e fo l lowed up h y ane ther spf'cjalu: t 
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travell ing on a di f fe r e nt mi :3sion t o he sa.me c ountry. For 
instance I a statis ti~~ l tr~l nj. ng adv ,'s81- ~ho tra\"els to a spe~ific 
country to cond llct a mission on the s trengtllsning of on - the · job 
training programmes, could, a t the e arne t i me, gal her infonnation ' 
on the follow-up a c tivities und er t kRn b y that country on the basis 
of recommendat ions made du.r jng an Ctllvi.sury miDsion by a h o u~:ehold 
surve yor national a CCOlll1ts sp8cial"lst. At th(} l e \'el 0["( 

stat i stical tra ln l ng centr _sl C()urS8S in applied statiutics such 
as those relatirlg to na ti0 na l ac{~ount s , samDling theory and budget­
consumpti o n ar e taught b~- SOPA pro ject spec ialists. Stress is laid 
in tho~e rcurS 8 S o n [he prac tical problems that African count r ies 
encounte r in the vari ()u8 spe c ialized areas. 

16. G0ne r dll'i 
app ruach be i ng 
implementd.ti o n 
atlfldDi3trat iv2 

speaking I there i~J 
pll cB ued undo'r' SDPA 
()f t he project 

~\ t a n(lpo i n t . 

no do ubt that tlw illtegcated 
ha B g rea tl r fac ilit a t~d ECA's 
b0th tt-om i't te c hni c al an,l 

III. DEVELnPMENT uf S~ATI9TJCAL PROGRAMMES SUPPORTED bY SOPA 

1. §tatistical Tr aining Programme (0)' Afr i ca (STPA), 

:1.7 . It should be l'E< c alled t h at th l' St a ti s tic:al Pro9ulwme for 
A[r.i(~a \..; as desi.9n~?d t o C' o ver a ten-~ea r perjod and aim e d at 
increasing t h e Y:llmt,er of t r a i rlad st a t i s t ician s arid , improving and 
maint a in i ng thE< qualit y of ser\'ing statist ic i a ns . At lhe end of 
tll" t e n o'e a rs uf t lle rngr amm tl , i t has been Y'ealized that the 
object i.ve s pursued have no t been fully a c hi e ved nothithstanding 
the undisput e d pr (>gr8f1 s ma de i n term s of t r aining in t: h~~ _'\.frica 
region. 

18. Under lhe UNDP- f i nan(:ed Dl~ojec t, it was 8xpected ttlat 
Gtati s tic~ l t:ra illi. ng aC" tl \' ities \\'c'i..l ld become more etfect i\'e ,,"hen 
integrated intu the compreh~n~ive SDPA proj~c t which als ~~ i nclllded 
the de\,'-elopplent of c ~]pab ili ties in i10u::;eho l d Sl1!' \'e 's r the 
impro\yement of basic e~onomj_ c statisti c s and ttlP devel , pment of 
s tatis tica l data bases. 

19. In the c~mprnh~nsi\'e STPA progralnme, stress was laid o n th e 
following a8~pctG: 

(a) Trai.nlng of train ~ rs; 

Ib) Support of post-graduate programmes; 

{c} Niddle"-leyel/ o n-tllP-·job training ~' i t h p;lt-ticular:-
retererlce to Por t uguese-spea ki ng Afz'ican countries: 

(d) ;\dvanc~m8nt l"_'f Homen in ~~~tG\tistical training; and. 
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20 . Ni.th r ega rd t o the> training of t rainers the SDPA project 
planned fo r t h e g ran ting o f 1 0 fe lloH s h ips for t he initial or 
re f re s her training of facu lty s t a f f in thos e c ent res part i c i pating 
in the STPA programme . From t he b eginnjng of the projec t todate , 
s i x fellowships ha ve been grant e d . Two went Lo Fr<ench- speaki ng 
facul ty sta ff and t wo to Eng l i s h -speaking faculty s t aff. In this 
e x e r c i s e , prior i ty woul d be acco:t'Cleci 0 centres deve l oping post ­
gradu a te t e ching p rogramme s as i0 being done t ENS''; in Abidjan , 
the Department o f Statistics o f th e Un i versit y o f tbadan and ISAE 
c. n Kampala. 

21. On - th e - job/mi d e l e v e l t rai ning o f statistica l per sonne l ha s 
a180 been g iven h jg p rior i t y ,wder th e SD PA project. This i s 
beca use , when t h e SDP A progr amme Nas e val u ated, A[ rica n ~ountries 
i n genera l and French-speaking c ount ries in pa ticula r we r e ( o u nd 
to be severely lac ki ng middle level stat is t ica l per s nnel within 
t.heir national stat ist i cal S r vices. Reoledi I action was tak e n to 
c o pe wi t h t he :3i.tllatio n before the integr a t:ed SDPA p r o jec t Nas 
adopted. 'rhar a c t ion ~h oul d con t inu e. It concerned the 
institut ion and/or strengt he ning of nat iona l sta t isti c a l training 
programme s provid ' ng o n-t he-job a nd middle-level traini ng. The 
statistical tr a in i ng ad v ise r s are doing th is t hro g h : 

( a) Advi sory mission s conduc ted with a v i w to sBt r ing up or 
streng theni ng t raining prog~amme s; 

(b ) Tra.tning mi ss 'on s c ondu c ted in suppo r t of on - t il -job 
training programmes in the Eng l i sh-speaking count r i es or national 
centres for training of mIddle- l evel statis t ical personnel in th e 
Frenc h- s peaki n g coun tries; and 

(c) The orga ni z at j on of s eminars ( two of whi 11 ha\'e already 
been h eld in 1988 , o n e in Abidjan, the t her in Har a re ) f e r 
trainers i nvol v ed in t r a ining statistical personnel on the job or 
at t h e midd le l eve l . 

22 . The tra i n ing of sta i stical ers nn e l for Por tuguese - speaking 
countr ies has been a c corded vcry high prior i ty und r the i nt egrated 
BOPA proj ect . Indeed, th e activit i e s initiated under th second 
phase o f t he SO P pro gramme have been intensi v~ly pu rsu ed within 
the conlext of t h e integrated SD PA projec t . Wit h th e tecllnica l and 
financial co-opera t ion o[ the Europ e an ECJnomic Commun i ty : 

(a) II. joint EEC / Por tugal/ EC mi ssion was fie ld d to Gu i n e a­
Bissau in Dec embel 1987 to evalua te t he f easibil~ t of a proieer 
on th e e stabli s hm e nt of a mi ddle-level statistica l training ce~tre 
to be us e d by Gu i nea-Bissau , Cape-Ve rde and Sao-Tom e a nd Princi p e ; 
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,Ib) , A meet 'ing "' liS oro:raniZ'ed lnLuxembourg iii ' FebruarY 1 988 
bringing together of f icials of five Portuguese-speaking _African 
'cauntries to discuss ' the ' draft I guide syllabus for midine-level 

' I raininQr' prepared, by ECA a~:. well as the. pr<:posed operiinii 'of a 
b.igher ,level statClstlcal t r alnlng ' school In LIsbon; 

, r 1 

(c) Another meeting was organized in Lisbon in November 1988 
with a view to consi.dering the status structure, curriculum and 
admission requirements of the proposed statistical training school 
in Lisbon; and 

(d) An ECA mi.ssion visited Sao - TOI1l8 in December 1988 in order 
to prepare a project document on the p stablishment of a national 
programme for training subatantivB staff in statistic s . 

23. Particular attention has been pcti d to the role of women in 
statistical training. 1"01' exar,lple, "ffert e- are being made to 
ensure that at lea~;t 25 P(~C cent of candidates granted Gtlldy 
fello~ships for training as trainers 3re WOlnen. STPA c:entres are 
also being encouraged t.o admi_t the 'Jre at:ec;t possible number of 
female students so that at least 10 per cellt of statisticians over 
the period 1987-1991 ~ould be women. Similarly, African 
Governments are being encouraged to designate female statisticians 
t.o participate in the seminars and training workshops brg8nized 
under the SDPA programme. The idea is to eusure that at least 10 
per cent of participants in those meetings would bR women. 

24. It has been felt that the negative effects of the exodus of 
statist.ical perso~nel to ~he private sector could be attenuated if 
special training programmes could be organized for that sector. 
Several countries of the region are alreadl' reserving places for 
students Spoll[Jored by the privat~' sector, pal,ticL11arly elt the 
middle level. Th :LS practice i" being <",couraged under the 
integrated SDPA project. At the same time, efforts are being made 
to reduce the workload with which the private sector has to cope 
",ith in surveys/statistical reports through the use of simple 
questionnaires and stratified sampling. 

25. Stress continues to be laid, within the integrated SDPA 
proj~ct I on ensurinq that teaching progranw10s are prt~pared in 
concert and information disseminated on all statistical activities 
of interest to the Africa regi o n. Accordingly, the guide syllabus 
for middle-level otatistical training was revised in 1989. Also, 
the 1987 and 1989 editions of the Directory of STPA and Associate 
Centt-es anr:! the Directory of Non-Sn'A C"ntres were published 
together with the two editions of STPA News issued each year. 

26. It is ackno"ledged that STPA is dn l'xcellent example of co­
operation among Afri can Government s, several na t ional and 
international organizations and insti.tutions as well CIS various 
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mul tilateral a nd b i la t eral don or agen cies. In partic ula r 1 t is 
espected that the second phase DE th Q project on EEC as s i s t a nce to 
STPA will becume operationa l i n 1990 when th e Lome I V Con' e n t i on 
associating Af rican , Caribbean and Pacific ( CP ) States with the 
European Eco nomic Communi t y , ent ra i n to f o rce. 

27. Curr en tl y, tlte fol l o wing 19 cour,tr ies a r e par t ic ipating 
actively in ."HSCP . They are : Algeria , Benin , Botswa na , Ca meroon , 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho , Malawi, Mali , Mor occo, ~aurit a nia, 
NiHeria, R\,:anda, Si ~~ rra Leone, the Sudan! sw az i. land , Zambia and 
Zi mbabwe. In addition t o thi s , p r oject p r oposa !a ha ve be e n 
f ormulated f or t il e fc,llo1dng oun tri s : Bu rund i , Congo, Cote 
d' I vore. Egypt, · q ll :H.or ia l Guinea , the \i i e r, 8enegal , Sloiaz ila noJ 
and the Unit ed Republic of Tanzani a . The ma in area s of ctud y a re 
household e spend i t u re and cOTIH umption, a gri c ult u r e , eco nomi c 
act i vi ty and employ mpn t , derno gr 3phy dnd heal th, 'Ih i n f ormal 
sector I,hich h oilS he en int roduced o nly recenrly appears to be se' t 
f ()r speedy p~omotion i n t he coming years . 

28. Some problems ,::on t inu l' to h l'ld ba k the developm'~ n t o ( 

national snrvey programm es. The first, be i ng fi nancial, concerns 
tIlE> lack o f funcls (01' partici pat i n g r ountr i e s to i n~;t i tut e s uch 
household Sllr\'ey pro<)rammes as a re sui ted to t heir nee ds . 'I'he lac!; 
of skilled manpower con stitutes anot her probl m b eea Ise of the high 
turnover of staff in national stat is tical ss rv icB8. STPA i s maki ng 
efforts to rem edy t hi s s it uation. The third pro b lem is t echn ~ cal 

and has t o do with bottlenBC~B in the computer p r ocessi ng of su rvey 
dat 3 . The progress made rece ntl y i n micro- compu e r capdbil i t i es 
and the availabi l i t~ of high - performance so f t Ka r e pac k ages 
specially designed foe procer;s ing survey dal:ct have enabled (!erta in 
countrje a to ad ..... ance. 

29. The r egio nal advisory s ervice set up si11 ce 197 8 at ECA with 
l'NDP financing h as t KO household su r ve y fOlpeci al i s t s . Bu d g(· t 
restrictions reduced this number to o n e in 1 986 . Howe ver, an I LO 
Reg:ional dviser in household €·ur-veys has b p. e n recruited si nce 
1979. The team " as strengthened fro m 1986 to 1988 by a dat 
~rocecaing spec j alist provided by t he Fed era l Republ ic f Germ a ny 
under a bilateral agreement Kith ECA. Some 20 ad ' jaot ) missi o ns 
coming under t he five f ollok ing h e d ings are cond ucted e very year: 

(a) I'reliminary eval uation o f c')nditionc; foe the organi zat i on 
Qf s ur,'ey programmes; 

(b) for mulation of na tional pro ject proposals; 

(e) Assistance wi t h s tlrvey des ign an d ma nageme nt; 
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(d) ~ethod01ogical a s sistance 
definit.Lons, data collec t ion, 
tabulation, processing, analys i s and 
aud 

in sample plans, conc2p t s and 
questionnaire preparation. 

publicat i on of S\"lr\~ey re s ul ts"; 

., 
(e) .\ssistance ,,·ith tlll? advanced f') rma] and informal training 

of 3urve~' personnel, i ncillcting o n - the - job training. 

304 These missions arf! !~ 0ndu('!ted in a co--ordinated manner \ov'ith 
thE: UniU!d Nations ,; tati. s t.i·~,,] Of.tJee, ILO . F.'-\(). UNICEF and. t o 
the extent r:>oss ible, ;.: ith th}) WrJrl d Bank. Fur-thermo E" , th e 
l- egi.ona~. ad\'i.sers havH d lAaft:" ed 5ub.stan t i ve docl1men t s on variou ~ 

aspec ts of Sllr\'eys. 

31. PrOp0 t" traini.ng in s urvey techrliq1les based essent iall~' ()rl ~h ~ 

Sh rll' irlg of 8xperience s !l as been accorded partic:ular at ~ e ntion. I n 
this regard. a korkshop nn the t echn·cal and ~dmini stra tive aspec t ~ 

D.t l1oUBE'hold ~3Ur\} E:Y s ~as org ~1 Hi.z ed in 1986 fn r F·cencll - speaking 
African countrie s . THO w('rking group meetings u n survey dat a 
processing were organized in 1987. One ~ dB for English - speaking 
Af~ican countries and the other for french - speaking _ frjcan 
countries. A b il ingual working group meeting 011 househ0ld su rvey 
~as also o rgani zed in 1989 . 

.32. The last m('ptinq of t l le "ork ing group formulate d 
rocommendations which are Gubmitted to the sixth sessj.on ()f the 
Joint Conference o f A.frican Planners, Stat :i.sti cians and 
DemocJTaphers. Partic";ular mention could be made ot th e 
recomroendC:lt ions fot c on t:i.l'Ju(1tion of th(;o S tatis tj.cal Development 
Programme for Africa, increase at the number of the regional team 
taking part in AHBep and the mainten ance of t ll S p ost o f the ILO 
regional a d\·iser in hou oehold surveys ~ithLn ECA Gt) that c lose co ­
opera tion "it.h 110 und e r MISe? \.()ulcl be mi-lintair; ~'(]. The o ther 
recommendat ionD (.; ncern the Lntensifieo trai.ning of st.rl tistical 
personnel at all levels, (in parLir~ular survey per~~onnel) ; the 
organizatic)n of s~m i nar s and trDining 1~crkstt0pS o n specj.fic t h emes; 
in co-operdtion wi t h STPA; the c()ntinued devAl opmen t of metJlodology 
for the ~ollection, prr)cess iog, dn a lysis and use of (iernog raphic and 
int·egratpd socj.O -9co Domic datA; th p estab l ish ment in Africa of a 
research and experimpnt .~tion progr d mm 8; and the disseminatjon o f 
i.nfo rmation conc'-~ lAn"ing A.frican househ o ld survey experi e r)C8S and 
recent pIJblicatit) ll S on s urvey methodQlogy. 

J3. The ''':I..)r ~::in0 CJl~ Ol.1P a l~ o reql.1estr:-; th e ,"'oint r.onfpr~;nce Lo 
consi.der c'"JlHprehensj ve1\' t~h e i 3 ::t tte of strenqthening ('o-ope l"ation 
at the national leve l among g o ,"ernmental organizations witl] a view 
tu securing a more ef fect i ':e in tegra t:ion o[ household sur, ey 
pr0grammes. Finally, U~p group t· commended that co·-ordination of 
th" i.nternational assistill1c(- providecd by th'J various multi. lateral 
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and bi lateral ~gencies i n t- h e ri el (j o f lwus enold ~; u rveys s ho uld IJp 
IJrOmo r:e d 'at the s " me t im(:~ ,:;1 8 th e e rfor tE: f or <;l !3sis i n g \.frican 
countries to mo b j lize ttlB neceSSar y te~hnical and f i n an c ial 
resources for the impl e men tation (If naLi onal s urvey pro dramm s a re 
inUmf';i fiecJ . 

3. As s ist n e e to African ~ount r ics in Ilational arCOLlnts and b as ic 
p(:onomi c staListics 

34. Fo r several '~":e a cs, EeA has been ase lst ing A.frican States in 
their prepa t"at ion o f national a C(' Oll n t s a hd basic economic 
" , atistics . The s e t ubjectlves, l<1thin the. f ram el;or k :. f the 
in tegrat ed ~jDPA pr ojec t I coftsi st of ,~·H.tpp(1rtj ng a nd strengt flenilJCJ 
natjonal capabil it ie s in th e produc t ion, processinp and 
diss ~l11i J;lation "o f b,w i c e conoIl1 i l~ d ata for the use o t econo\~ ic and 
social ~ecisinn- ma ker s and o f f i bt_ l s . 

1 . • r 

5 I n I, " ' " , " A " 1" , 1 11' r-, ,3 . " , The aetT'il tl'cS connucted b ~' EC ] n , t n~ a re a Illaln ~ ~ ve to 
, Clo " ~ ~~ h , dl~- ect s uppor t to natl o nal , st;~ tl s ~;L<tp l , servl a s 3:nd the, 

I "traini l'lg, o f ' Afr i can off i cidls r espo Al b l.l;! f or the prod ll ~ ion of ., ~; , r - t 
ecoQo" mic statist ics and th e pr epa~a t ion of na t ional aCC OU ll s. 

i , ~ I ~ . 

36. With r e gard, first, to direct support ot natiorlal statisticaJ. 
service s, short missi o n s re c o ndu c ted to the var i o us countries by 
the specia li s t and t.Ile regi o nal adv i s e r in nat-ionGl accounts. 
These missions are f ielded in 'n'der to he lp develop national 
capabilities in the p r o cessing of natior,al a c coun ts in a ccordance 
with the United :-ratio ns Syst e m of " at i onal i\ r'counts (S NA ) and to 
condllct a comprehe l1sJ'"e analys i s of the econom ir~ s t atist ics needed 
to evaluate the economy and the national developmen t plan. In most 
case~ . those missions have helped nation~l staf f to prepare 
reliable natiollal accounts. Th 8 main idea was tC) i.ntroduce ~3uch 
national staff to the variolls 1~ay3 ()f prepar i ng the accounts and 
processing thenl on micro -computers. Si~ (~ountries, namply: Togo, 
Guinea r Burk in a Fa so: MalJrita11ia, Gabon a nd Equa t o ria l Guinea have 
benefitted from such as s istance over t h e l a s t t wo y ears . Follow­
up missions are organized most of the t i me to help t he c0untries 
implement the recommendations. 

37. The rnissj .on!? fi elde d t o EnY-lif_'h-·f" pe .=t k in~J ~f r i c an countries 
for the purpose o E hel pi ng ~ith nationa l accounts we re limited in 
1988 and 1989 t o those undertaken by the r e g ula r budget staff ot 
EeA's Statistics Di"iqion to s uch cOl!ntries as ~ i8rra Leone and the 
United R811ub l ic of Tarlzania beca~lso, fr om fe br uar y 19 88 t o November 
L989, the po,"t ':of the r"eg ional adv i s e r in l1at ional accoun t[; 
finallced under tIle regular f)rugr"a mme o f tile Unit e d Nations 
Department ()f Tec hn i cal Co-opera c i on for De v e l o p men t had been 
vu c:- ant. A t:otal of about 2 0 mi. s s i o ns \-:e:[" e UX' gelnlzed on basic 
economic statisti~s :in~111ding indus t r ial stati s ic s ) and national 
accounts to 12 countr i es o f t he reg ion d\ \rlng t he last two years. 
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38. h' i.th reg a r d r,) th," t ral.J1 ing <' f na ti o nal staff i.n nati o nal 
acc oun t s the f nl l o wjna f arRIs ha\-e been adopted: 

(al On -lhe -' job tr aining carried o ut by t he sp8ci,ali s t or 
regJ.onal adv 1.s e r in n~ t ion al ar.:c oun tB during mis£;:1 1:D tra\'e l : 
inc]. llding tr a i ning :3e r i nal"S a nd t{o rk hODS at t he nat iollal l~vel; 

(h) 'd,'a oed COD ses ill na t i.on a l acc!)un ts provid ed b\' ECA in 
suc h STP!\ ceH t rE'S CIS 1 ' dS!" . i n hiCJa.li; 

(Cl 'I')l c ot'gani z at .l Op. by l'T ,; of «od', i nc;:; 'J),' OU[1 , t r a 'i nillg 
sHminars and hor ks hops. Two 9 1J rh work ing group m0etings lla\~ been 
held on the jmpro , -p.me n t of t. h e basic ~(;o.no:fli (" ~~ tatistics requir t-"'Id 
for pl.,~nning. rhe y "cr 'c' h e l d si ntuttan,,,o usl,- in Addis I,.baba in 
S~ptember 1088. One was t 0 1- Fre n ' : h -8 pl: aki n~f &~fr .; c ar1 countries and 
t·.h-? other h" a~~ for EnS.l 1 isll ""sp ~"::)k in g ."\fl . Cdn 80 un r t~ i. J:-;s; and 

(d } Ttle l ea rl ing /~f SelniJ1 3r S and w~rk stlops organized by 
A.fri.c3n subreg 1.:)ual Ol'l], ,;;l n :ization or n t"b e e .i n , tit ution fur national:::3 
of countries in the r eq i on . Tbis wa p th ~ C.se of the seminar on 
na t ional .::iC CO l.1n s org anized in :\J0 \rcm ber .L 98 8 at C0t'.)110U t ·y the 
secrE'ta r"iat uf t ile Econnnd c Cornmllnit y (")f We,sl Af:r-ican States 
(ECO\\t\S l . 

4. ~ss·istJnce t o ~frica Il ~o\lntrie5 in th ~ preparation of 
st~tistical dat a hase s 

39. It sho uld b e poin~ ed out that fo ur t h component "as added t o 
the integra t ec1. p:r·ojcr: t af t(~~r d j u ssir'}D S \-Ji th t:NT)P, t .lle- fllndi.ng 
agency. IndpRd, it is recognized nOkada }s that s t tistical syst ems 
car. not b~.) harmo!l iou::ily cJF:v~2Joped \,1 tri o u t t he d e \· e l o pmunt of 
stdtisticdl dat~ ba s~s . 

40. T~p::: ·-:o b je( .. .' t "i. vP. pursued in thi!3 additi.f.:. n :...-tl component of 
integrvt0d Pl .... o; ef-:"t i.s t r:' l)ro"ide dE' Bis t"anr:e t o c o untri es of 
r e,]ion in the C's tClbli s l ment f stat l sti c Cl l dal a bases aad 
trR in ing of r1dt·iona l sta ff in t he use a nd I1~ a intr::J nanc.'c of 
ba.ses . 

th e 
the 
the 

st"lch 

,n. v~ith I!NDP apprnval, a pes t of stat is tiral dat;; base s pC'cialist 
was finall ced for sj.x mouths in 1487 by the Pari - Afri c an 
Docump.nt.ation and r n.E or-mat. ion 8'}·"£ p nl ( P\DI S ) pro ject:. and h·' a ~) 
subseq lleHtly i nc uded :in t he intograt"d ~'DP,\ pro:iec l AS o f ,Januar y 
1988. Unt: o l""tunatf71y: 1"10 budge tar .... " provi s i o n h a~: h0 0 n fIlad e l a.s of 
the time of ~ritLn g t h is paper , to r f inancing the po~t bel'ond 31 
De~entber 1 9 89 . Becaus of thi s uncertaint y . the incumbent of the 
post has secured a tr ans f er to a nother p r oject . It is to be hOPAd 
that tIl<' post 1;i.lJ ]-> 0 ma intained I< it l1' n th e SOP.'\ pruject-, on ac';oLlnt 

-, 
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of the gro~ing interest s hown b~ countries of the region in the 
development of statistical data baBes at the national level. 

42. To date. activities in this area have foc u sed ma i nly on the 
establishment. wi thin those countries "hieh h a \'e so requested 
(Alg eria. the Congo and Mo rocco). of a sta t istical data base 
structured on t h e PlI.DI S/STAT model. developed by ECA <lnd nn the 
training of ata ,rf in the use of this data bas e . Eventually . 
assistance will be provided to help countries t o ctevelup their own 
statistical data bases taking their specific circumstances into 
account. 

43. Fjnally. a training seminar o n the use of coftwar e packages 
in statistical computering "as organized for french - speaking ' 
official s working in their national stat i stieal a nd plannin9 
services sometime in October ] qSS in Addis ~baba . 

IV. CONCLl'SION 

44. It should be recalled that the integrated SDPA pro ject started 
only i.n July 1987. Consoquentl y . it ",ollId be 
an accurate evaluation of its impact on 
statistical systems in the Africa r egion . 

prematllre to attempt 
the development or 

45. It should, however. be ment ioned that some positive results 
have already been achieved . in tha t. activities being carried Ollt 
in statistical training. household survey, basic economic 
statistics and national account s as well as the establishment of 
statistical data bases are being better co-ordinated. It is hoped 
that the lin~s e s isting among the varinus areas of specialization 
wi ll be strengthened in o rder to make for sffecti'e integration of 
statistical development ac ti vities in Africa. 

46. The Joint Conference of African Planners. Statisticians and 
Demographers is invited to: 

(a) Make comm ents and suggestions co ncerning the integrated 
apprcach to s tatistical development in the region; 

(b) Formulate observations and suggestions concerning the 
status of the various programmes supported by SDP~. in particular 
STPA . AHSCP. the programmes on basic economic st ati stics (includinq 
national accounts) and the d evelopment of statistical darB bases; 
and 

(c) ,"dopt. after due c onside ration . the reports and 
recommendations of the two meetings of the working group on the 
improvement of basic economic statistics required for development 
plann i ng held in September 1988 and of the S~X tl.1 Ioeetin{.l, of 
Directors of Ce ntres Participating in the Stat1.st1.cal Tra1.'111.ng 
Programme for Ilfrica . 




