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R/RCA/PSD.B/27
A. ATTENDAKGE AND DRGANTZATION OF WORK

LR The sixth aasgion of bthe Joint Conference of Afeiecan Flanners, Statisticians
and Nemogravhers was held at BECA headguarters, Addis Ababa, from 15 fo 20 January
1940, The meeting was opened by Prafessor adebave sdedeji, lUinited Nations {inder-
Searestarv-General and Execptive Senrvetary of the Feornomic Commission far Afriea.

2. The session was attended by the representatives of the fellowing member States
of the Commiesion: Aigeria, Burkina Fasn, Botswana, Pormimdi, Cameroon, Chad, the
(nngn, Cate d'Tvoire, Diithonuti, Fegvpt, Fguatorial Guinea, Fthiopia, Ghana, Guinea,
kenva, lesotho, Liheria, the lihyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagasear, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, MHorococo, Mozamhiaune, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, S3enegal, the Sudan,
Swariland, Tago, Tunisia, iiganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia and

7imhahve.

. The following Member States of the United Nations were represented hy ohservers:

Finland, France, the Federal Fepnblia nf Germany, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Reprhlice and the United Ringdom.

i. There were rapresentatives {rom the United Natiens Statistical Office and the
nited Nations Devartment of Technical Go-eperation for Development (PTCH).

Tt The United Nations Development Programme (UNTP) and the Uniterd Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA} were al=o representad. The acssion vas alsn attended hy representatives
of the follawing specialized agennies: Fond and agricultiire Organization of the HUnited
Nations (FAD), inited Natiome Industrial Development Orzanization (HNTDO), World
Health Organization (WHD)}, Waorld Fooad Programme ({WFP}, Tfnterrational labour
Organization (110G}, International Telecommunication Union {171} and the World Rank.
6. The following intergovernmental hodies ware reprasented:  drab Leagune, African
Nevelnpment, Bank (ADR}, Teoonomis Commonity of West &fvican States (RCOWAS), Pan-
African News agenevy (PANS) and Preferential Trade Ares for Eastern and Southern
African States {PTa}.

7. The Organization af African Unity {0A7) was repressnted at the Conference.
A. Ohseyvaers  were present. {rom: Centre frangaiz =nr Ya popolation et le
développement, {(CEPED}, Tentre aurcpéen de formatior des statisticiens énonomistes

des pays en voie de développement [CESD) Paris, Fasterrn Alrica Siatistical Training
Centre {FAATC), Tnstitut national de la statistiqne af d'étndes économiaues {TNSER],
Tnternational Statistical Tnstitnte (TSI}, Tretitnt sovs-regional de sratistigne et
d'éraromie anpliaude {(T38FA), Statigtics Sweden, Urifed States Barean of the Census,
Inatitut de formation ei de recherche déemagraphiques {TFORD), Eegional instituta for
Popmlation Studies (RIPS), liniem donaniére et économicue de 1'Afriaone centrale
{UDNEAC), Tnstitnt africain de développement éoomomiaque et de planification {(1DEP),
Wast African MULPOC, Centre d’études ei de racharches spr la pepnlation et le
dévelappement. {CERPON) Tnstitet du Sahel and the Raropean Feonomic Commumity (FRC)

9, Mr. Sonumah Thrahima Sory {(Guineal wag alected Chairman of the Joint Conference
with Or. Samy A. FE1 Kashi (FEgypt) nnd Mr. Mhaia Mwamhila Rantu {Zaire) as First and
Second Vice-Chairmen respectively and Dr. G. M. Mandighona {Zimbabwe) and Ms. F.M.
Moraiela (Lesatho) as Ramortenrs.
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R. AGENDA
10, The Joint Conference adopied the following agenda:

Plenary maeling

. Opening address.

2. Fleetion of oftiners.

3. Adention of the agerda.

4. Review of Keonomic and Social Conditions in Afrieca. 1938-1083.

5. African Altarnative Framework to Stroctural Adjustment Programmes for

Scrio-economic Recovery and Transformation {44F-35AP):
(ni Progress report on follow-un om AAT-S4P:

{h) Strategies for implementing AAP-SAF at the naticnal and regional
lovels;

(i} Healigning short-term and medium-iarm plans with AAF-SAP;

i1} Monitorving merhanisms: role  of  planners, statisticianz,
demngraphers and information enientists,

A. Technical assismtence in plamming, statisties, demngraphy and information
science,

PLANNING COMMITTTER
7. Flection of officers.
8. Joint session of Planning Commitres and African Fronomists on:
{a} FCA macro-economic madel far SAF-SAPR;
thi  AAF-SAP policy instruments studies:  evchange rate and ssbhsidies and
interest rates and production sihsidies as poticy instroments for

adjustment. with transformation.

9. Harmomization and co-ordipnation of wational development plans at the
anhregiona! level.

1I0. Repor! of the Tnstitﬁte for Economic Development. and Planning.
P, Report on RCA planming activities (1988-198G), review of approved work

programme (1990-15991) and consideration of draft work programme (1992-1903)
and medium-term nlan (18992-7987).




14,

16.

17.

19,

)
S}

Adoption of the report.
SPTATTSTICS COMMTTIRE
Flection of officers.

An integrated apnroach to the development of statistics: The Statisticald
Navelopment. Programme for Africa.

Progress report on the implamentation of  the environmeni statistics
programme for ifrica.

Tndicators for monitoring progress teowards achieving sonial goals in the

49905

{a) UNTCEF/UNDRUN Stabistical Gffice proposal;
{h} Assessment of sncial dimensions of structural adinstment,

Progress report on the World Pank/UNDR/LECA project on data collection in
relation o developmant programnes and aid flows:

{a} Ag=mwecement of national statistica: capability;
{h) Plan of Action for Statisticai Development in Africn in the 19490s.

Report oy programme inplementation by the Statiastics Division {1988-13R89),
raeview nf spproved work nrogramme (1990-1981Y and conzsideration of draft

work programme {1992-1995) and medium-term pian (1932-1397).

Adoption of the raporti.

NDEMOGRAPHY COMMTTTER
Election of officers.
An evaluation of the ade-gex dara ol rocent African censuses,
Fralnation of naticnal experiences in the implementation of popnlation
palicies in ECA membar States in rvelation te Kilimanjare Programme of
Action.
The relative roles of maternal and child health and family planning {MC/FP)
programmes, nprovimate determinants  and  socio-ecoromic correlates in

influencing fertility.

Repoart. on TRORT, RTIPS and CERPOD.
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Report on population activities {(19RBR~1989), review af approved programme
of work {1990-1431) and consideration of draft wark programme (1952-16004)
and medinm~termn plan {(1992-19971.

26.  Adaption of the report,

THFORMATION SCTENCE COMMITTRE

27, FRlection of officers.

28. Progress reporf on establizshment of FANTS network of national, subregional
and institntional particinating centres.

29.  Report on PADIS activities (19%3-1929), roview of approved work programme
{19490-1991)  and consideration of draft work programme (1002-19493) and
medinm-torm plan {[19932-1897),

30, Adoption af the report.

RESEMEDN PLENARY

31. 0Other business.

A2, Consideration of the draft provizionai agenda {or the seventh zession of
the Jeint Comference.

A1, Review of Commitiece deliherations and snamary of main conciusions,
34. Repnrt of the &yvwposium of African Eeonomistza on AAF-SAP.

35. Adaption of the raport of the Joint Confarence to the RCA Conference of
Miniatrers.

C. ACCQUNT .OF PROCEFDNINGS

BElonary 2eszinn

Opening address (agenda item 1)

11. The session was anened by Profassor Adehsvo Adedeji, ECA Fxenntive Sacretary.

12, In his opening statament, the FEvecutive Secretarv-vwelcomed narticipants and
pointed out the importance of this meefing as it comes 2t a time when Africe isg
entering a new decade which hrings with it new challenger and hopes. He then alluded
to the sad experience of the 1980s and in narticular to the effects of the axogenons
factors auch as drought and the adverse developnents in internationa) commodity and
financial markets. On the other hand., the design of policies that anit foreidn styles
of development has limited the pessihilities of genuine African development and
specifically referred Lo the imperative of initiating policies that are anthentic in
nature and take into acemnt real deveiopment priorities and nesds. Tha noiicy
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fFramavark 1s Inadenuate becanes 0 f2ils ta enzsure bthe integration of short-term

aconamic managamnent with leng-term goals and ohjectives.  He then refervad to the
inportanca of tho African Alternative Framework o Strenctnral Adjustment Programmes

for Cocic-economic Recovery  and
dickotomy.

i3, He confirmed wo the Conference that AVF-SAP war adapted by the FO

ranziormatiog [AAF-8AP)  in resoiving such a

A Conference

of Minizters, the Jloint Moeting of Mrican Miniarers of FEeonomic Dnvplﬁpmpn1 and

Plapning and Ministers of Finance and subsequently by the GAU Sommit of African Heads
of State and Government. He alse refsvred te the resolutions adopied by varions

iuber
Conference of Heads of State and Government of Neon-3ligned rcouniri
Ministerial Mearing of the ACP-FREC Joint dssembhiy.

ational  fora including ECORDC,  tha Unired Nations General Assembly, the
ag,  and  the

14, Tha FExecntive Secretary thon gave s hrisf account or actions amdertsksn to
ta

operationalize  AAF-52P, in particuiar the wondertaking of studies an
Iinsfruaenis and bthe developrent of modo;—T"ppr for analsaing AAF-5AP noli
and o assien in the praparaiion of country specific modsle.  Ha alsn ref

comtacts msde with the IMF, the World Bank, deonors and 5G0s. He

Vasoniation of Afvican Foonemiste in joining the Conference al, thig imnort

whan 3AF-84F is heing onerstionalized,

15.  He made raferences to the need to foster scencmic co-operaticn in

the policy
oy framevork
er:ed t.s the

welaamed the

ant junctare

tha face of

L
A growing wave towards the arcation of regionalized bloo eoonomies propelled by the

imminent. estahiishment of arn infecgrated Furopean market in 1962, He
reqiested  the acefing o deiibarate on the modalities for harmoniz

specifiadtly
ing and co-

ardinating nationn! davelaoment plans at bthe subeegionai leval as a sten towards the

ment of fhe dfriecsn Qommon Market,

gradual eatahlis

16, The Exarntive Secratary enphagsized the role of stati
evaluation of ongoirg enonomic raform programmas and develapment wlana

=hies in monitoring and

and draw the

attenticn of the Conferenre tn the need Tor pertoraancs indicatars which not only
measure aenncmic performsces but perhaps more impeartantly, meazure the impact of
policy nrogrammes on the quality of 1ife of target gronps and the democratization of

the deveiopment and decision-making presrsscns.

17. He ealled the attention of the participanta to the need to reconsider appropriate

measures for farthaer strengthening national institutional aapahilities i
with a view to overcoming Pﬁw+ qhnrrﬁnmingq. To this end. he inviter th

n statistics
e Conference

to review criticatly fthe rasults of the asgeszment of the q*d?1-‘1cq‘ capacity of FA
member Stat:s which was undertaken within the framework of the LNﬂPfhnrld ian/Ftﬁ

praject "Pata collection ralated o development presrammes and aid flow
and Formulate conorets measnres to heln solve prohisms shich have heen
In this connaection, he referred to o draft Plan of Actinn for Statistical
in africa in the 1890s which is heing submitted ro the {onference
consideration and agdoy

T,

s in Africa"
identifiad,
Nevelonment,
for caretfn!

14, The Fyecubive Secretary noted that in recent vsars there has heen a tendaoncy
for African commtries to fry to shife responsihility for impartant aspects of national

statistical programmes, euch as design, nreocessing und snalvsis of

survevs, to
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international agencies. This, he said, counld have negative effects on national plans
and priorities and he called on African statisticians to play the lead rale in the
formnlation and .implementation of national and regional statistical programmes, while
at. the same time enswring that, throngh proper co-ordination, the various statistical
programmes sponsared hy donor agencies and intended to assist African countriea vield
the maximum henefit fo the countries.

15, He then reviewed the activities in the area of population. He noted with concern
the adverse impact of prevailing demographic trends which affect all socio-economic
sectors, for example food, education, health, fransport, employment, environment, etc.
He noted the importance for memher States to implement the Kilimanjaro Programme of
Action and reiterated the recommendations contained in APPRR, the [IN~PAARERD, and the
Conference of Least Daveloped Countries. He noted that, since the last session of the
Joint Conference, more countries have shown interest in formulating and implementing
articulated policies. Tn mome countries, lack of data constituted a constraint.
Therafore, priority should be given fto improve the demographic data hase.

20. He made an appeal to those countries that did not initiate action to formulate
popnlation policies fo do so and to show greater commitment to implementation of
programmes, incloding mofther and child health and family planning. He also callad
on the international community to continue to assist African countries in their
nopnlation programmes. He invited the Conference to come up with ideas regarding
the Tuture frends of popnlation for the forthcoming fourth International Population
Conference in 1984,

21. Regarding the African training and research institutes, the FExerutive Secretary
made an appeal for their swupport by memher States, as the restructiuring of these
institutes will make them less costiy.

22.  Another area of concern to ECA is information management. Africsn member States
created in 1380 the Pan-African Documentation and Tnformation System {PADTS) to assist
in strengthening and developing their information and documentation infrastructures.
PADTS  offers  advisory services to member States, regional and snhregional
organizations, provides training, promotes information, reanurce-sharing and the use
of common norms and standards. A fuinctioning central co-ordination office has been
estahlished within FRCA. Thirty member States have designated their national
participating centres, and major efforts have been made in the strengthening of
institntional participation in the PADIS network.

23. Thanks to UNDP, the International Development Research Gentre (IDRC) of Canada
and African member States, implementation of the PANIS programme has made considerable
headway in  hringing abont an  improvement in the collection, processing and
dissemination of development. information in Afvica. Equally important, the experience
gainad in bringing ahout such changes is an asset of tremendous valiue in formulating
and implementing the future programme of work. The increasing support ancd recognition
that African member States have been according tn the implementation of the PADTS
programme further reveals the need to rontinue and strengthen the operations of PADIS
in the future.
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Review of Feonomic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1G88-1989 (agpnda 1fpm 4)

Z24. A representative of the secretariat introdiuced document F/REGA/SPSD. 6/2 entitled
"Review of Feconomic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1988-1989". He mentioned that
the document. was intended to give a summary picture of the hroad highlights of
economic and social trends in 1988-1989 and a forecast for 1990. 1t updates the
developments in these frends since the fifth =session of the Joint Conference. He
informed the meeting that this assessment is neither a summary of the ammnal Surveyw
of FEconomic and Social Conditions in Africa - now pnblished as a technical document.
- nor:the Feconomie Report on Africa, 1990, which wonld be pr@qpnrﬁd to the FECA
anfPrPnPP of Ministers, whose preparation is in progreas.

25. Tn summarizing the report, the representative of the secretariat noted that
there was an improvement in the economic situation in 1988 and 18K9. Growth in
regional output was estimated a2t 2.4 per cent in 1988 and 2.9 ner cent in 1989. The
fact that these growth rates -are helow those of popnlation snggests that per capita
incomes: and consumption patterns perpetoated a trend eatahlished since the beginning
of the. 1980s. ~Among the positive factors engendering this growth are recovery in
agricnltuore and improvements in foreign exchange position of aome conntrias. However,
adverse factors snch as deterioration in the terms of trade, that capital decay in
infrastroctiure and production hase, as well as esacalation of the debt prohlem,
continned fto take their toll. There were, however, conspicuons variastions in
performance at the suhregional and other grouping levels. '

26. Fxamining the situation at the sectoral level, the representative of the

secretariat indicated that the buoyant agriconlfural pprformnnrp reflected a general

tmproved food supply sitnation, althongh snhatantial food aid requirements will still’
be required especially in Aungola, Fthiopia, Mozambigque, the Sudan and somé of 'the-
eastern Sahelian conntries. Some impetus for growth also arose from the manufgntiiving’
and mining sectors. He also indicated that there was some improvement in the frade

balance, with a deficit falling from %48 11.3 hillion in 1988 to SIS 9.2 hu}llnn in
1989. BRoth exports and imports rose, reflecting increases in‘unit values: as volomag

declined. fargely on the strength of oil prices, thé index of commod it prices ‘Poge
by about 19.7 per cent in 1989. However, heverage prices collapsed to a 14-yvear low.
Net. of ficinl development aid {0ODA) stagnated in real’ terms and'the stock of dékt rose
sharply. Debt-service olligations are aurrently estimated at -aboit 40 ‘per dent of
exports af goods and services.

27: With respect to the economic prospects of the ragion for 1990, he stated’ that
mrch will depend on weather conditions, progress in implementation and snstenince of
effective policy reforms, and developments in the international economic environment.
He also noted that Zood weather condifions are Tikely ta prevail and as a “resnlt

agricnltunre may grow hy 4 per cent. 1f, haowever, a +ecession tbtains $n f:he OFCD
conntries, who are Africa’s major trading nartnOVQ._fth regional GRP may ¢grow hy only
3 per ecent in 1990. IFf, on the other hand, the international economic environment

improves, resulting in higher demand and ar1rnrt1ve pricas faob Africar produrfq and
in eazing of the foreign exchange constraint, and provided policy qfanCﬁq 1n 11no with
AAF-SAP are instituted and/nr sustained, then regionil growtlii'may rise to 4.5 per
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28. Tn the ensuning discussion, a numbher of participants commended the qnality of
the report and its presentation. One delegation, however, felt that the title of
the report. should be amended to refer only to the economic sitnation as this was the
central issue in it. Several participants felt that the titie is in order, hut
regretted that the report ignored the social dimension, snch as demographic trends,
employment., training, income distribution and the incidences of poverty and refugees.

29. Some participants made specific queries or corrections, while others requested
additional information and detailed clarifications. (ne participant queried the
conntry compnsition, of the East African subregion. The 7imhahwe representative
snggested that more inaight wonld he gained by presenting data on Fast and Southern
Africa separately. One participant referred to a translation error in paragraph 1 of
page 3 of the French text which shonld be aligned with the English text to avaid the
erronenus suggestion that the countries listed helong to the eastern part of the
Sahel. Annther participant remarked that other factors had to he considered, in
addition to good weather which facilitated productive performance in 1988 and 1989,
for instance, political stahility. He also regretted that the report did not
highlight. efforts on financial aspecta and reguested the World Bank ohserver to
provide information on the matter. A participant emphasized that the important role
of resource rationalization policies in confronting the crisis needed to be
highlighted. Similarly, the participant from Kenya reguested the inclusion of
information on intra-African trade, and efforts to elaborate on it in the revised text
af the report.

30. One participant pointed to the economic challenges facing the region in its
efforts to attain higher growth in 1990, as implied by the earlier assumptians,.and
the important role that African countries shonld piay in facing these challenges,
not.ing that. this has heen reflected in the last part of the report regarding the need
to implement reform policies in line with AAF-SAP.

31. The ohserver for the World Food Programme noted the reversal in some of the
previously adverse trends on the macro- economic indicators. He, however, noted that
despite the improvement. in the food supply sitnation, there are still serions food
security prohlems that need to he addressed. He outlined the efforts of his
organization in providing assistance for emergency and development purposes, as well
as in mitigating the social impact of the structural adjustment programmes.

32. The ohaerver for the USSR emphasized the adverse socio-economic impact of
snhatantial military expenditure on African conntrias. He suggested that this factor
shonld be included with others influencing economic prospects during 1900,

33. The ohserver for UN-DTCD observed that the document was rather brief and that,
as A technical document, it should have provided detailed information on the economic
and social sitnation in the region.

34. The ohserver for the World Bank introdnced. the Bank's recent study entitled
Sub-Saharan Africa From Crisis to Snhstainabhle Growth: A Tong-term Prespective Stody.
He noted that the docnment draws long-term strategies to ensanre structural change in
sub-Saharan countries, and to enahle their economies to he more competitive. He also
nentioned that the document henefitted from deliberations of varions conferences on
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the African economic crisis. He alsn drew attention to the Rank’'s programme on the
social dimension of adjustment, which monitors nacra-economic indicators, analyzes the
canses of economic ailments, and assesses the impact of the remedy, on the hasis of
dialogue hetween the Bank and individual countries.

35, Tn response to ohservations and issnes raised hy participants, the representative
of the secretariat thanked the contributors. He tonk up the major issnes separately,
and emphasized that the reporf has the specific objective of presenting major
highlights of the economic and social situation in 1988-198%, and as such, was kept
hrief and nrecise. MHe also emphasized that the information on 1989 is naturally
tentative as the vear has jnst closed. He welcomed snggestions regarding the
expansion of the report to cover the social scene; and assured participants that the
Economic Report on Africa, 1990, which wonld be presented to the RECA Conference of
Ministers, incarporates, as a rule, a thorongh analysis of the social sitnation and
statistical annexes Lo this effect. More detailed information will be incinded in the
Survey of Feconemic and Social Conditions in Africa, TYRR-1989, which is currently
heing prepared. He further assured the participants that the revised text of the
report will reflect the specific amendments made and will incorporate more details
along the lines snggested hy them, especially in snch areas as factors of growth,
resource allorations, management and trade. TIn reacting to the presentation of the
ohserver for the World Rank, he expressed the hope that the document on snh-Saharan
Africa will reflent a re-thinking of struoctural adjustment along lines that. are
consistent with the objectives, priorifies and realities of the African region, as
reflected in AAF-5AP.

Progresa report on_the follow-up on AAF-8AU Tagenda item {a)l

36. A representative of the secrertariat presented Joounent B/ECA/PSD.6/3 entitled
"Progress report on the follew-up on AAR-SAP". He notad that althongh only a short,
period had elapsed since the adeption of AAF-SAP, a ot of follow-up actions had heen
undertaken in line with the specific requests of the FCA Conference of Ministers
{resolution 676 {(XXTV}] on the African Alternative Framework to Structinral Adjunstment
Programmes for Socin-economic Recovery and Transformation [AAF-SAP}.

7. He referred to the different fora and workshops to which AAF-8AP had heen
suhmitted, discussed and the results thereef. These included {a) the 1989 DAH Summit
of African Heads of State and Government., (b) the Conference of Heads of State and
Government. of Non-aligned Countries, {c) the Ministerial ACP-EEC Joint Assembly, (d)
the United Nations FEconomic and Social Council, (e) the United Nations General
Assemhly, (f) the Working Group of African Governors of tha TMF and the World Rank and
the Development Committee of the World Rank and the IMF, (g} the TIl0-sponsored
Tripartite Symposium on Structural Adjustment and Fmployment in Arrica, {h} the Abuja
Conference on the Tntegration of Women i~ Neveiapment, and (1) Workshops hy the Vienna
Institnte for Developmen: fo-oparavion in Anstria and by Carleton University in
Canada.,

38. The FCA representative informed the meeting that consuitations had heen carried
ont. at the highest manageridl levels and at technical levels with hoth the World Rank
and the TMF. These consultatisng had resulted in focnsing specific areas of agreement.
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on AAR-SAP and narrowing the areas of disagreement. Other consnltations had also been
mdertaken with donor countries and NGO=s.

39. On the operationalization of AAF-SAP, the FCA representative pointed out that.
the secretariat had initiated in-depth studies on some poliecy instruments proposed
in AAF-8AP. These studies covered production suhsidies, multinle exchange rates
and differential interest rate pelicy. Further, the secretariat had formulated a
variety of matlel-types that can he adapted in African countries to analyze AAF-SAP
policies. Finaliy, he noted that various actions were under way to ensiure the
operationalization of AAR-SAP at the country and subregional levels. A project. for
the estahlishment of an advisory team on AAF-SAP was heing considered to advise
individnal conntries on the operabionalization of AAF-S4P. Also, workshops were
heing planned at the subregional level for the West African and Central African
subregicns.

40. The meeting took note of the progress report. Tt was proposed that the meeting
should farmally request the FECA Executive Secretary to enconrage all the suhregions
of Africa to hnld workshops on the operationalization of AAF-3AP.

Strategies for the implementation and monitoring of AAF-SAB: Some nreliminary
considerations [agenda item § (b)]

41. A representative of the secrefariat introdunced the document R/RCA/PSND.G/4
entitled "Strategies for the implementation and moniforing of AAF-S5AP: Some
preliminary considerations”. He informed the Conference that this short document
was to impart a preliminary thonght that will provoke discussions on strategic options
to implement. and momnitor AAF-SAP af the national, subregional and regional levels.

42, He stresaed the fasct that, as a resuit of the world recession and economic crices
since the bheginning of the decade, several developing conuntries in general, And the
African countries in particular, have embarked an resonrce mebhilization without the
encouragement. and sopport. of the World Bank. Unfortunateiy, despite all these reform
effort.s with the concomitant sacrifice that the people of Africa hard to hear, the
social and economic conditions in most of the African countries have continued to
deteriorate rather than improve. It is more evident now that inadequate understanding
of the process of economic development and growth, shortages of hath human and
physical capital and the weaknesses of a numher of development institutions are some
of the constraints that have eroded the efforts of African countries to transform
their economies and launch them on the path to self-sustaining development and growth.
Tt is also clear that the ad hoc crisis management approach to development. issnes, the
lack of strongly well-defined policies and strategies designad essentially from
‘natinnal perapectives, have had the effect of clonding the vision of African decision-
‘makers ahont the impacts of different natinnal economic policies on each other’s
economy.

43. He stressed the fact that the bhasic theses of AAF-SAP are that no programme or
plan will work fo reverse the deterioratinon in the African economies imless it is ’een
(a) that” it is endogennnsly designed and implemented; (h) that the diversity of
African’ sitnations cannof. all he addressed throngh the application of standard
formilae for all of them; {(c) that the crises overwhelming Africa must been seep first
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and foremost as a human ane and not merely in terms of macro-economic disegoilibieium;
and (d} that development concerns snch as the alleviation of poverty, the inprovement
of health, nutrition, eduncation and produoctivity, cannof be put on hnid while
resources are consumed hy the need to covrect economic imbalances. Huerne, the AAPR-
SAP policy inatrnments and measures focus on increasing production  for  the
satisfaction of critical needs hecanse the major problems of the African economy are
rooted in the lack of production and the low productivity rather than an hbe demand
side.  Thus te implement the propnsals of AAF-SAP will neceassitate a re-arientation
of the institntional framework towards greater efficiency, increased sccountahility
af pnblic officials, and fuller participation of persons in decision-making and
programme implementation.

44. The representative of the secretariat suggested two ways, among others, in which
t.o integrate shorf~term concerns with long-term development. ohjeclives: 1a) the
“"hard core’ svatem of planning which consists of selecting specific priority sectors
ar fialds which can offer adequate momentum to the development process of fthe country
that. is likely to increase productivity in hoth the short and long run; (h) the
rolling miitinational planning system which consists of a macro-economic framework
linking the growth of national income, saving, investment. and balance of payments to
public expenditures and revennas nnder different asanmption. ITn this way, the
operationalization of AAF-SAP could take place through the commtry's in-depth studies,
training, consultancy, advisory services, popnlar participation of the informal sector
inte the development. process.

45. Concerning the consistent mechanisms of AAF-8AP, the representative of the
secretariat indicated that each country shonld design appropriate socio-economic
indicators that assess the main ohjectives, policies and targets for AAF-SAP. Salient
among these are indicators for food security, economic performance, financial
indicators, satisfaction of hasic needs, progress in collective self-reliance among
African countries, popular participation in development, protection of the
environmeni., and economic and financial independance. The tool to capture.the various
sacin-economic indicator activities in terms of policy implementation is the social
acconnting matrix {SAM}. Therefore, there is need to undertake annual gcononic review
and forecast of the performance of the agreed socio-economic indicators so as to
assess annual ly whether or not the objectives and targets of the programmes have heen
achieved.

46. In the discussions that followed, the participants congratulated the secretariat
for the quality of the document. Substantive guestions ahout the docnment were raised
and auggestions were put forward for its improvement and enrichment.

47. Particular atress was laid on the need to make the adiustment a continnons
process of develonment planning. In this report, basic information and strategies
were needed to he developed to cater for the implementation and monitoring of AAF-
SAP. In particnlar, the monetary and Financial systems shonld bhe adapted to the
country’s characteristics and integrated particnlarly with the concerns af the roral
aAreas. African countries shonld endeavour to harmonize their development plans at the
suhregional levels sn as to take account of the complementarities of production and
consumption.
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18. One participant raised the issue oi resonrce mohilization in the perioad of ‘the
commndity erisis which conid handicap the sppropriate balance heiween the short-term
ecanomic reforms and lond-term eCunnhﬁc developmant. A gquestion of modetling
Africa’s development. was raised, and as to whaf steps FCA would take to organite A
subregional/regional workshop on model ling. Compatibiiity bherwean the system of
national necounts and social aceounting matrix was also raised.

49. The observer for the Werld Bank nointed to the need to co-operate with FCA in the
growth-led adinstment. programmes focnsing on homan resonrces development.. He stressed
the fact that the Worid Bank is moving toward the new generation of  adjustment
programmes which fake inte acconnt growth aspects. SDA programmes are now bheing
implemented in 29 African conntries. The long-term perspective study (1L.TPS) projects
the same concerns of the implementation and monitoring indicators within the soacial
accounting matrix, . i '

50. A representative of the secretariat rcongratulated the participants for their
. usefuy! contributions_and snggestions made Lo improve the docnment. He resbonded to
the anestions raised, by a nnmher of participants, and concluded that these and other
comments cwonld nssist: RCA fo enrich its ongoing search for ways and means of
~implementing and monitoring AAR-SAP af the national, subregional and regional levels,

Technical assistance in planvdng, statistics, democraphv _and _inforastion science
(agenda item 6)

51.., .For the discnssion of this item, the Conferencs had at its disposal fwo
documents: "lmited Nations technical co-operation relating to develnpment, planning,
statistics and population in Africa, 1988-1989" {R/ECA/PSD.G/6) and "ECA's technical
assistance in  planning, stakistios, demngranhy  and “information sciences”
“{E/RECA/PSD.G6/5). The first was prepared by the linifed Nations NDepartment of Technical
Co-operation for Develapment (DTCH) and was introduced hy the Chief of the Technical
No-operatinon Co-crdination intt of the Statistical 0Office of the Hrited’ Nations
Serretariat, on behalf of DTCH. -

52. The representarive of DTOD, on behalf af the Under-3Secretary-General for
Internstional Feonomic and Sorial Affairs, Mr. Rafeendin Ahmed and on hahalf of the
linder-Secraetary-General of the Department for Teehnical Co-operation for Deveimment.,
Mr. Xie Gimei, expressed the confidence in the ability of the Conference to continue
ita tradition of effective guidance and support for African planning and development
strategies and wished the participanfs every Siuccess in their deliberations. The
represantative of DTCR infaormed participants that Mr. William Saltrer, Directonr of the
Statistical Office of the United Nationz Secretariat, regretted very muich indeed to
he unahle to participate personally in the Conference this year as he did in the past.

52. 1n desrrihing the acrivities of the Siatintical Gffice, the representative of
DTED said that the Office.is completely dependent upon the rational statistical
 offices for providing the statistics it compiles and disseminates. Although the work
of the Office on methods and classifications is carried out in part to promote
international coemparability in statistics, it also has wanother important goal:
providing national offices with the technical materials they need to carry ont their
awn natienal work. This second aspect of the methkodological work has grown more
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important. as the United Nations has grown larger. More and more Afriecan countries
lonk to the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat as well as to the
statistical and population services of ECA for relevant and sound technical materials
to help them meet urgent national statistical needs. This aspect of the
methodelogical work 1s also closely linked to technical eo-operation which the
Staristical Office carries ont on behalf of DTCD.

f4. With a hrief reference to the diversity of work undertaken by the Statistical
Office, he then summarized the aress of work in which significant advances have heen
made since the last session aof the Conference. Thase inciude national acecounts,
industrial, trade, environment and demographic statisbtics. He 1informed the
participants that according to the provisional figures for the end of 19R9 fthe total
overhead hudget of DTCD for 1389 was SUS 210 million of which $US 88 million wasa for
Africa. The budgef for technical co-operation projects in statistics in Africa was $US
14 million in 1989, compared to U8 11 million in 1988. Tn 1988, the inplementfation
rate was RS per cent. Tn 1889, - a high delivery rate is expected once the final
fignre hecames availahle as a considerahle number of naw projects were approved in the
last montha for which implementation has not yet started.

K. Tn conclusion, the representative of DTCD hoped that the many practical,
technical, organizational issues in the implementation of technical co-operation in
statistics wonld he comprehensively discussed.

568. A representative of the secretariat then presented its document. R/ECA/PSD.G/H.
Tt was pointed out that FCA technical assistance in planning, statistics, demography
and information sniences during the period under review continued to focus on huilding
up national capabilities in these areas. The programme has helped in the
operationalization af the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, Africa’s
Priority Programme for Fconomic Recovery, 1886-1980 (APPER), the iinited Nations
Programme of Action for African Feconomic Recovery and Development.,, 1986-1980 (UN-
PAAERD), as well as to AAF-SAP,

57. The representative of the sacretariat further indicated that the relevant
operational activities were financed mainly hy UNFPA and UHNDP with contributions
amonnting to $U5 6.8 million and $US 5.7 million, respectively, for the hiennium
198R-1989.  Contribntions were also made bhy other donor agencies such as the
Governments of Canada and the Inien of Soviet Socialist Repuhlics IS8R, the
Internationat Development Research Centre (TNRC), the Ford Foundation, USAID, the
Worltd Bank and the Commonwealth Secretariat. TIn addition, a numbher of antivities
were financed from the United Nafions regular hudget and the regular programme of
technical co-operation.

58. The Conference noted that the assistance covered a wide range of activities.
These included advisory aervieces, participation in country round-tahles, human
resources develapment through training institutions in Africa, regional and national
training workshops and on-the-job training of local staff, as well as development of
data bases and information exchanges.

39. The T8T nbhserver indicated that his arganization has been providing during the
lagt ten years significant. contribntions to statistical development. in developing
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‘comntries, particulariy in organizing the World Fertility Survey {WFS). Following
that. survey, the T87T Research Centre estahlished a Dynamic Data Rase (NNB)} which
allows research fellows world-wide to access fertility data and related variahles.
~The DDB has also become an insfrument for the training of demographers and other
spacialisfs in data analysis technigues. For this purpose, a seminar was organined
in Acora, Ghana, in Novemher 1988 for English-speaking African countries and another
in Yaounde, Cameroon in Octoher 1989 for French-speaking African countries. The twn
seminars were ftinanced hy UNFPA. Other 187 activities of interest to the region
concerned the production, together with the TNRC, of a series of viden-cassettes for
the training of statisticianzs and a study leading to a periodic information bulletin
on the topic "statistics and development”. '

60. The ohserver far France informed the Conference ahont the priority his country
‘was assigning to the supnort of economic and financial institntions in general, and
to planning, statistics and demagraphy, in particniar. This assistance needed fo he
seen in the framework of sctrengthening economic management capacities of African
countries. Tt was being provided through hilateral agreements and miltilaterally
through French contributions to international arganizations together with its African
partners. France has established an integrated approach for project development which
includes the determination of objectives, the duration of the project, the terms of
reference of the experts and logistical support. These projects comprise permanent,
technical assistance (around 100 experta), expert missions, logistical support, grants
trom the "Fonds d’aide et de coopération (FAC)}", and training fellowships. The
support, in statistics and demography is implemented through specialized agencies such
ag TNSEER, CEPED, and ORSTOM. Training seminars are also financed by France alone or
with EEG. Finally, France provides its contribution, through the supply of teaching
personnel, to the activities of statistical training centres and institutes in French-
speaking African countries. In conclusion, France considered that planning,
statistice and demography were very important instraments for managing economies,
part.icularly for the implementation of structnral adjustment programmes. Co-operation
in these fields would therefore be maintained and further strengthened during the
coming vears.

61. The ohserver for ADR informed the Conference ahout the technical assistance
posaihilities that his institution conld previde to its Regional Member Countries
(RMC} in the development of planning and statistics. in order to =satisfy their

innreased resource needs in the wake of the economic arises of the 1980a, the ADR
Group has considerably diversified its intarvention instruments by including
structoral and sectoral adjnstment. programmes and increasing its technical assistance
activities. Tn addition to the traditional provision of expertise and financial
resonrces for the studies required for project formnlation, technical assistance now
incindes a support component. for institutional reforms in the RMC administrative and
financial institutions in membher States in the form of concessional loans and/or
grants from the African Development. Fund (ADF). Concessional resnources for technical
assistance are granted on the hasis of socic-economic Qp9r1f1oar1nnq which are
classified into three main categories using well- defined criteria. Reqnests for such
technical assistance are made throngh snbmission of projects or programmes for
institutional reform in accordance with ANR procedures regarding loans and grants.
The ohserver for ADR also recalled that his institntion is participating in the
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financing of the special dimensions of adjustment. (8DA) project which includes an
important. statistical component.

62. The ohsarver for the United Kingdom reported that his country's aid programme
is administered hy the Overseas Development Administration (ODA), Bilateral
assistance is arranged with individnal governments to support economic and social
development. and to assist the building wp of local capabilities and inatitntions.
Varions forms of assistance are employed, including provision of long- and short-term
advisers and consultants, salary supplements for British personnel emploved on pnhlic
service contracts, training awards and provision of small gquantities of eqnipment,
generally in support of these ether forms of assistance. FEfforts are made to co-
ordinate ODA support with assistance given hy the United Nationg and other agencies
both at the regional and national lavelis. The British {ouncil manages the training
component. of hilateral assistance on behalf of NA. Training awards are availahle
mainly for postgraduate courses in Britain. These include short courses usually
dnring the UK summer vacation and programmes may bhe tailarad to suit individual needs.
Avards are available also for third country training, for instance at STPA cenfres.

Assistance for economic and sectoral planning has been provided to a numher of African

rountries. Tn addition, support is being given in araas which have an impact upon the
planning and npolicy processes, swch as for aivil service reviews and the
implementation of reforms, training, and for the development of tax and hndgetary
systems. Increasingly the different elements of statistical assistance to individnal
conntries are heing drawn together into co-ordinated projects in arder to sharpen the
focus and effectiveness of this support. 1In recent years nrojects in Africa have
centred, though nat exclusively, on economic statisties in recognition of the need for
rehabilitating these areas. ORA support for population activities in Africa focuses
upon family planning, information and education. Other snhstantive assistance is
heing provided for censuses and demaographic data collection, pracessing and analysis
as well as for the development of information technology in a number of countries.

61. The TLO ohserver indicated that his organization is involved in many areas of
technical assistance in Africa and further elaborated on the following: (a) regional
technical advisory services. Of the two regional advisers in statistics, one is
attached to the African Household Surveys Capability Programme in FGCA and the other
adviger, hased in Nakar, is responsible for labour statistics {other than haonsehold
surveys). Tn addition, TLD has regional teams (such as JASPA and SATEP) which provide
assistance to governments in manpower planning, labour economiecs, and other relevant
areas; (b} seminars and workshops, 110 assists in national and regional seminars and
workshops as requnired. Recent examples include the Workshop oan Measuring the
Econemically Active Papnlation in Population Censnses {Addis Ababa, December 1888) and
the Tripartite Symposivm on Stroctural Adjustment. and Emplovment in Afriea (Nairobi,
October 198%); (c) national projects, TL0O axecntes 2 number of national projects on
labour statistics. Some examples are the projects in Fthiopia, the United Republic
of Tanzania and Uganda; and (d) manuals, and technical guides, TI.O has produced a
manual on household surveys of the economically active population, has assisted the
United Nations Statistical Office with the ftechnical guide on honsehold income and
expenditure surveys, and is producing a mannal on acecupational coding. Governments
were invited to contact 110 if they require assistance or gnidance in any of these
aATeAs.

i
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B4. The Tnternational Statistical Programs Center (TSPO) of the United States Burean
nof the Cenzns provides technical assistance to developing countries in practical
methods of gathering, processing and analyzing data needed for sorial and economic
development. Most of the assistance is funded by the United States Agenav for
Intaernational Development (1ISATD). The Imited Nations, the Worid Rank and individual
governments are nsing these services. Technical assistance includes: (a) long-term
training of staftisticians nnd computer specialisfs in Washington, D.C., in either
Fnglish or Spanish; {(h) national and regional workshops in hozt countries (in
Fnglish, French or Spanish) for either execntive or technical staff an popnlation
statistics, snrvey methods, cartodraphy, economic statistics, evaluation studies,
statistical methods and data pracessing; () short-ters assistance is provided by
mathematical statisticians, sorvey statisticians and data nrocessing specialists to
strengthen and support host country institations in data coliection and processing.
This is accomplished hy working closely with counterpart staff either in the country
itself or in Washington, D.C. TSPC staff have Prench, Spanish and Portugnese language
capabilitiaes. Assistance on national agriculture snrvevs, health and nntritinn
surveys, population and honsing censnses, and demographic surveys is provided. T8PC
has also developed and is supporting computer software for bath mainframe and
microcomputers to perform the major tasks in survey and census data processing. The
system is romposed of packages for data entry, editing, talmlabion, statistical and
demographic analysis, and operational controi.

A5, The FAOQ observer indicated that in the field of technical assistance, his
organigation wns providing services esperially for developing agricultnral statisties
through implementing projects on data enliection and analvsis. FAO was also offering
technical assistance in the astahlishment of early-warning systems and crep
forecasting as well as in the arganization of the world agricultural census which
takes place every ten years. He informed the meeting that two . FAOQ regional
statisticians were based in Africa, ane in Acera at the FAD Regional Office and the
other in Addis Ahaba at the Joint ECA/FAQ Division. These two statisticians provide
necessary technical assistance in agrienltural statisrics.

66. Tr concluding the consideration of this agenda item, the narticipants expreased
their gratitude to the lUnited Nations lepartaeni. of Technical Co-operation for
NDevelopment.. ECA and all donor agencies and institutions which have made valnahle
contribolions to the development of planning, atatistics, demographv and information
sciences in the African region. They hoped that snch assistance wonid continune and
he further strengthened.

§7. Some participants felt that there was the need to ensure appropriate co-
ardination of tachnical assiastance achtivities in the regionm in arder to avoid
duplication.

PLANNTNG COMMTTTER

Flection of officers _and adenda (agenda itom 7)

B8. Mr. Finlay Doh [Cameroon) was elected Chairman of the Planning Committee with
Mr.Moses A.R. Akpnbasah (Nigeria) as Viee-Chairman, Mr. Alimon Mwase (Malawi) -was .
etected rapportenr.

r'———'_—_*——— -'F-—F? e - g e
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69. The Planning Committee followed agenda items 7-11 as adopted hy the p]ennry

However, agenda item 10, Report of the United Nationa African Institnte For Foonomic
Development. and P]annlng {TDEP) was discussed in a special session of the Committee
on fhp anflfntp s financial aituation.

anardé implementahle AAF-SAP model-tvpes for African counfries: Some preliminarv
specifications [agendsa item & (a)]

10, Thp aanda item was discussed jointly with the African Feonomic Association in
A %c19nf1f1r Calloquium, the report of which is pnh11ghed under symhol
F/FFA/AFPA/QO/Z?

Sfﬁd}éﬁ' on .po¥icv instruments of AAF-SAP: Multipie exchange rates svstem,
differential interest rates policy_and production subsidy [agenda item 8 (h)]

71. The agenda item was discussed jonintly with the African Fconomic Association in

A Seientific Colleoquinm, the report of which is published under symhol
‘E/ECA/AFRA/QO/ZR.

Harmnn179f1on and cn-ordination of nafzonal p]anq at the shhregional level (agenda
item 9)

72. A representative of the secretariat introduced document F/FCA/PSD.E/9 on the
ahove snhject and indicated that the document first defined the role of subreagional
planning as an instrument for analvsis, co-ardination, harmonization and economic
integration. Current practice in terms of harmonization af the macro-economic ‘and
sectoral tevels {(agricultore, industry, transport and trade) was considered in the
second part of the document.

73. At the macre level, the study highlighted the lack of suhregional planning or
".even perspective qnhr921nnaJ studies that could he nused as a framework for harmonizing
national davelopment plans. As a matter of fact, even national nlans were being
disregarded in favour of stroetural adjustment programmes becanse of Jidgetary and
external pavments imhalances, inadequate financial resources and domestic managament.
conatraints. The harmnn17af1nn of sectoral activities often quaped any planning.

74. In adrlrnlfnrp, nlans were harmonized throngh concerted effarts among States in
fnrmnlaf1ng common Aagricnltnral policies in matters of research, training and
marketing. The study presented the general Framework, the mechanism and agricultural
projects thai were being harmonized at the subregional. level as well as the major
constraints to agricultura) development planning at the national and suhregional
levels.

8. 1n industry, the varions subregions were making efforts to implement. 1ndnqtrlnl
promotion programmes hased on community and national projecta likely tn atrengthen co-
operation amang the countries and to apeed up the harmonization activities. Among the
measuraes were those for stimnlating industrial npvelnpmpnf, remadial action ?n rorrect
disparities in industrial deveiopment levels and the estahlishment of 1nduﬁpr]5a
Tinkages hetween existing production units,
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76. However, there were many ohstacles impeding the snccess of those activities. The
major constraints hampering indnstrial development at the national and subregional
levels were the small size of markets, high production and distribution costs arising
from the lack of infrastructure and international money market conditions, dependence
on the outside world for equipment, intermediate goads. and even technical and
managerial expertise. '

77. TRecanse of those aonstraints, the impact of programmes undertaken at. the
subregional level remained imperceptible. Tt appeared neceasary to evalnate the
activities already initiated. Furthermore, the efforts of subhregional financing
institutions shonld bhe more systematically oriented fowards industrial activities
that promoted the economic integration of the various sthregions. This was a matter
of urgency as was the strengthening of the co-ordination and planning of industrial
development achtivities.

78. Tn the various African snbregions, the high cost and poor nature of road, rail,
air and maritime transport facilities constitnted a striactnral hoftleneck to the
expansion of trade. The inadequate telecammunications network did nothing to promote
such trade expansion. The subregional organizations mentioned in the study were doing
all they could to remove those hottlenecks gradually.

79. On the whole, harmonization efforts had focused on: (a) transport and tranait
regulations; (h) the development of communication infrastructures and facilities;
{c) the linking np of existing railway networks; (d) the manufacture of transport
equipment. and the estahlishment of community maritime shipping companiea and the
adoption of a commmity maritime shipping code together with the creation of national
laders’ councils.

80. The development of trade was one of the major areas of co-operation identified
by the subregional co-operation organizalions. The study highlighted the many
ohstacles to the expansion of trade. Progress made in the harmonization of trade
mainly focused on the harmonization of cnstoms docnments and formalities tngether
with related procedures, the adoption of a trade liheralization scheme among the
conntries within the same suhrégion through the compleie removal of tariffs levied
an products of community origin and traditional crafts, the phasing onf of customs
tariffs levied on industrial products, the harmonization of domestic taxation
policies, the estahlishment of an integrated aystem of tax treatment and external
trade statistics. -

81. 1Tn spite of all the effarts made, the volume of intra-community trade remained
very low. Tn CEAD, intra-Comminity trade accounted for bharely 5 per cent of the
trade of all member States with the ontside world. Within RCOWAS, exports of cocoa
and fruit from (Gote d'Tvaire to other ECOWAS countries acconnted for ahont 15 per
cent of the total exports of cocoa and froit from Cote d"Tvoire to the ontside world
in 1987. The export of crinde oil from Nigeria to other RECOWAS members was less than
1 per cent. of all its arude oil exports while the exports of meat. and liveatock from
Mali and the Niger to other ECOWAS member countries accounted for 12.7 and 6.2 per
rent. respectively of their total exports of those products.
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82. The study concinded thal there were many and substantial ohstacles to the
development. of sectoral planning at. the national level and to the harmonization of
national plans at the snhregional level. Given the nnsnited nature of many national
plans to deal with the prohlems and the crisis of national economies, the stody
recommended that new approaches should be songht and appropriate mechanisms institnted
for the planning of economic development. in Africa. The review of current planning
methods in Africa shonld make it possible to hase planning on popnlar participation
throngh (a} the integration of local peoples’ initiatives into development planning;
(b} the integration of the very anhstantial informal sector in all the conntries; {e)
the integration of national physical planning into the planning of suhregional space;
and {¢) the raticnalization of the current ro-onerat.ion stractures whose sheer number
led to a waste of financial and human resonrces in particular. :

R3. Following this presentation it was noted fhat although planning involves a lot
of technical specification, its objectives, policies and programmes were largely
influenced hy political factors. The various plans prepared had laid emphasis on
the welfare of the people. At a subregional level a political consensus had first
to he achieved in arder to eass the greaf diffienlty of co-ordinating and harmonizing
plans. Trade was important hecanse it was throngh trade integration that the private
acctor of memher States is hrought together and enahled to operate in a wider market.
Tt was to be hoped that planning wonld he given a long-term perspective and tend to
he more indicative in the light of the ongoing structural adjustment programmes.

84. Tt was suggested that the current planning methods should be reviewed as
advocated in the stody conducted by the secretariat. A participant ohaerved that
his conntry had epted for the centralized planning throngh grass-roots initiatives
bt the exercise was running into difficnities hecsuse of the tima and patience it
took to take inta account the initiatives of various strata of the population. He
requested that BOA should nndertake indepth studies on the jasne =0 as to facilitate
the task of African countries which had embarked on that approach.

85. The poor degrees of harmonization of subregional activities should be atfribnted

to the current svstems of planning. The participant making this remark stressed the
need for concerted action among the varions national planning officials in order to-
review harmonization and nlanning methods and procedures. Trade intagration conld

reanlt only from the integration and harmonization of development. activities. He
wondered whether FCA conld initiate studies on integrated sectors of certain hranches
of economic sctivity giving pride of place ta snbregional and regional activities.

National planning should not only be co-ordinated and harmenized at the svhregional

level but also continent-wide.

86. Tt was also pointed out that the study could have been more usefully diacusged
if the sohregional organizations sponsored by RCA had been represented. That would
have made for greater co-operation among them under the guidance of FCA.

R7. 1t was further recognized that national development. planning was often snhjected
to significant political influences. Those plans did not work and were in reality
nothing more than investment. programmes. Tt was for this reason that suhregional and
regional harmonization became absolntely necessary for the revival and restrncturing
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of African economies. Tt wonld he necessary to change current planming approaches and
to integrate grass-roots initiatives.

88. The view was expressed that the coming years shonld he characterized by targeted
national planning and subragional programming, depending on availahle resonrces.
Structural adjustment programmes shonld make way for long-term planning. Subregional
integration shonld go hand in hand with adiustment. The people conld be effectively
mohilized only when governments actually took grasa-roots initiatives into account.

RY. The representative of the sacretariat expressed his appreciation for the relevant.
and enriching commenis made. #He indicated that FCA would do its utmost to reflect
Lheir concerns in its work programme. The adoption of new planning approaches implied
the strengthening oi national plarning avstems which wonld in turn go to strengthen
aubregional planning with a view to speeding up the economic integration of Africa.

Report. of the Inatitnte for Feonomic Development and Planning {(agenda item 103}

90. The officer-in-charge of 1DEP introduced the document entitled "Progress Report
on TNEP activities during the 1988-1989 academic vear”. Diring the academic year, TDEP
organized a training workshop in collaboration with the FDT/World Rank on Publia
Fxpendiftinras Programming and Management., which was attended hy 26 high-level officials
from Fnglish-speaking conntries. Anothar session of the workshop will be given for
French-speaking coumtries in 1990, The warkshop is part of the new =short—term
training programme to he faormally initiated during the current year. The nine-month
hasic training programme attracted 51 trainees from 21 African coimtries. An effort
was made to update the corricnlum in order to make if more relevant to the needs of
memher States. The Population, Human Resonrces and Development in  Africa
apecialization courae which was atarted at the heginning of the year with UNFPA
sponsorshipn was attended hy 21 participants from 21 African countries. The course
rapresents a new and promising experiment which should he replicated for the other
epecialization programmes given hy the Institute. The specialization rnourse on
Agricnttnre and Rural Development was arganized for the first time, 18 high-level
officials taking part. Becanse of the prohlems involved, the conrse was given for
Fnglish-speaking participants only. Suppori was obtained from FAD, Dakar University
and the "Tnstitnt sénégalais de recherches agricoles”.

91. While it was hoped that a Research Unit wonld he established in TDEP during
1988/1989, the project was not implemented hecanse of UNDP concerns of possible
duplication with other programmes it snupports. However, the Institute did carry out
aome research activities which led to pubhlications and preparatory work was done on
the organization of a seminar on public enterprises and privatization in co-operation
with the University of Michigan.

92. The wark programme for 1989-1990 is roughly in tine with the ana for 1388/1989.
In fact, the academic vear has already started, and the first part of the nine-month
basic conrse has heen completed. Also there are good prospects that TDEP will he able
t.o secure support from bilateral and myitiltateral sonrces for its programme. However,
it all depended on the solution of the present acute financial crisis of the Tnstitute
and particnlarly on the snocess of its present restructuring exercise in co-operation
with [NDP.
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93. The officer-in-chargae of TDEP gave an account of the conditions sel by UNDP for
ite continned support to  the Institute during 19290 and partienlarly of the
rastructuring renort completed on the recommendetions of the subeommittee of the
Governing Couneil which met in Dakar in November 1G83.

94. The discussion following the presentation of the report. focused primarily on
the financial rrisis of the Tnstitute. After recalling khat the member States had
never lived up to their commitsents to the insbitute and that UNDP had decided to
atop its sapport of the core activities of TDEP by the end of 1990, the officar-in-
charge informed the Commitfee that contribuetiona for 1989 had fallen short of the
modest ohjective of $US 450,000 and that premently there were no resnnrces to pay far
the activitiea which hava to he covered by African member States’ contrilmbions. In
aeffect, the Tnstitute should suspend its activities on strict financial terms. The
restructuring proposal provided for core activities tn he incloded in the regular
hudget of FCA, member States undertaking fo pay reguiarly ftheir contributions, UNDP
snpnorting restroctored teaining activities as well as the new research and advisory
services and the management. of TDEP mobilizing external resonrces. Howevar, no
solution was possihle withont member States acting fo resnlve the immadiate needs of
the Tastitute for finance, in a sibtnation where the shaff of the Tnstitute cannot be
paid at the end of the current month of Jannary 1990.

95. Tn the discussiaon, clarification was songht on the situation of payments in 1984
and some snggestions were made 2s En the nesd to better inform member States abont
TNEP activities and particuiarly the statns of contribetions, These snggestions were
welcomed hy the officer-of-charge of IDEP who informed the Committee that
contribntions for 1389 reached ronghly $05 410,000 and that no contribution had been
received since Ocrober 19RH.

96. The Committee then considered a resolnbion on Lhe financial sitnation of TDEP.
1+ invited the officer-in-charge of IDREP tn intradocs it.  The Committee memhers
considered that the appeal o memher States Lo pay immediateiy two vears of ftheir
acenmulated arredars was nobt realistic and also commented upon the reqnest to the
Fxecutive Secretary of ECA for the inciusion of core activities in the regular hudget.
The Neputy Fxecutive Secretary impressed opon the participants the wrgency of the
sitnation facing IDEF which needed immediate support from dovernments. Moreover,
questions comeerning the organ empowered to deal with the financial aspect of TDEP
activities were irrelevant, since the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians
and Nemagraphers was fully entitled to directly call upon memher States in this crisis
situation. After san extended discussion, it was decided to amend the resolution bhy
calling uponon memher States tn npay immediately their 1989 arrears and their
contribution for 1390 to NEP, while introducing other amendments to reinforce the
nrgency of the aitaatioen.

97, ¥inally, the offiger-in-charge of IDEP inforaed the Committee that, four posts
were to he renewed in the Governing Commcil of INEP and called upon the participants
to consult in the various sobregions in order to select fthe new memhers.

8. The resnlts of the election to the Governing Cowncil of IDFEP for the four vacant
positions were endorsed as foliows:
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Faat and Sounthern Africa

(1) ¥Mrs. Moliehi M. Matahanc
Ministry of Planning, Reonomic
and Manpower Development
P.0O, Box 63D
Masarn
TLesotho

(2) Mr. George Kaizzi Tehigwave
Ag. Chief Government. Planning Economist
P.0. RBox 708K
Kampala
Uganda

Central Africa
One vacancy: No election

North Africa
(ne vacanoy:

i

No election

98. The Planning Committee, through the sixth session of the Joint Conference of
African Planners, Siatisticians and Pemograzphers, invites bhe eleventh meebing of
the Technical Committee aof the Whole (TEPCOW) to elect representatives for ithe North
and Central African suhregions and submit their names to the sixteenth meebing of the
FCA Conference of Ministers for ratificabion,

Repart on FCA plonning nsetivities {198R-198%). veview of spproved work programme
(1990-1991) and cnnsideration of drali work pregramme (199%-1893) and wmedipm-ferm
nlan {1992-1957 (sgenda item 17}

100. A representative of the secrefariai presented document R/ECA/ESD.A/11.  In his
intraduction, he nointed out that the work programme is sssenfially geared towards
the implementation of the regionally agreed davelopment strategies such as Rhe Lagos
Plarn of Action, the final Acl. ol lagos, the United Nations Programme of Action fFor
African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAFRD), the African Alternative
Framework Lo Structural  Adinstment Programmes for Secio-economic Receovery  and
Tranaformation (AAF-SAP), sectaral plans and sectaral davelopment decades.

101. The activities carried onbk in the 1988-198% hiennium fall under three hrosd
categories, namely subprogramme 1: Socio-econnmic analysis, planning and projections;
suhprogramme 2:  Fianal, monetary snd finanaial issaes at the national level; and
subprogramme 1: least developed countries.

102. Tn the fieid of socin-ecnnomic snalysis, planning and projections, the activities
indertaken relate to Tive major areas: technical assistance and advisgory services upon
raguest: assistance waa provided for seme conntries in the region Lo assiat. in fthe
preparation of deveiepment programmes, recovery plans, investmenht programmes,
comtingency planning, ete.; sociatl and economic conditions in Africae for 1986-1987 and
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1387-1988; and the annual economic Tepory. for 1982 and 198%; estshlishment of short--
term forecasting systems ko monitor development in the ahort term and to assesas the
policy implications: the system was estahlished in some African conntries in the
framework of strengthening planning fechnignes and methodnlogies and upgrading the
planning capahilities at the country  level; review of the progress of the
implementation of regional development, strategies: a mumber of develonment plans
covering post-LPA periods had hean annlvzed in the Tight of the ohjectives, strategies
antt policies of the regional development strategies; preparation of developmenl,
perspectives: the activities were undertaken in the framevork of developing the
modalities for establishing country-specific deve lopment, perspectives.

102. The activities nnder subpragramme 2: Fiascal monatary, and financial issues at
the national level, were mmdertaken in the context of assisting countries in the
implementation of fiscal and monetary policies in particilar in areas of mohilization
and chamnelling of persenal savings and the role of domestic meney markets in
development..

104. The activities undertaken under suhprogramma 3 l.east developed countries,
inelude technical assistance in plaming, project preparation and organization af
round-tahles; review of economic and cocial conditions in individuoal IDCs; evalnation
of the effectivenass nf the Suhstantial New Programme of Action for the 18808 for the
INCs: and indepth stndies on the economies of IDCs, in partienlar study on human
resource development.  and  ntilization and financial  strmictures and  resource
ntilization.

105. As regards the approved work programme faor 1990-1991, the activities to bhe

~undertaken will continne te address themselves to prohlems relating to enhancing

planning capabhilities al the country level and research in critical areas Lo ASSess
and review varions aspents of social and economic development in African countries
in the light of the objectives of development strategies. Maoreover, continued in-
depth stndias of the economies of INCs will he undertaken to address eritical areas,
and the evalunation of the Substantial New Programme of Action.

106. Tn the projected work programma for 1992-1993, emphasis wonld he given to the
preparation of surveys and reports on fhe sacio—econamic sitnation, evaluation of the
impret aof stroctural adjnstmant. programmes inclnding the operatiecnalization aspects
of the FCA macro-sconomic model of AAF-SAP, assessment of the effectiveness of
suhragional econcmic schemes of co-operation with a view to developing the modalities
for the establishment, nf the African (ommon Market, preparation of leng-term
develonment. studies to contemplate on African countrias  futnre development,
mohilization of domestic resonrces for development financing and the bnilding and
strengthening of financial institntinns, and assessment of the progress achieved in
the implementation of the second i'nited Nationa Conference on the ILDOs in the context
af the long-term development stratagies,

107. He then called upon the meeting to examine the hroad aspects of the proposerd
work programme and decided on the priorities with a view to enahling the secretariat
to nrepare a work programme for the 1992-1892 hiennium for anbmission to the
seventeenth meeting nf the RCA fonference of Ministers.
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108. Tn the discussion that {ollowed, it wae 1indicated that the report lacks
information on bkhe legislative anthority which mandates the work programme, the
modalities by which it was implemented, and whether it met the objectives of the
secretariat and the ohjectives of the heneficiaries. The secretariat indicated that
mandate emanated from the Conference of Ministers and the Planning Committee that had
the mandate fo wake recommendations to the Conference of Ministers., T+ was also
pointed out. that there 18 nead for co-ordination wirh other agencies and organizations
in arder to avoid duplications and wastage. The meating noted the broad areas of the
work programme and made some specific auggestions For inciusion in particular the need
for strengthening the capacifties for establistiing long-term development perspectives
at. the country level, mare emphasi=s on the process of economic co-aoperatinn and
integration in Africa in the face of the growing tendencies towards the creation of
regionalized hloe economies in the 1930s and more attentinn tn the prohlem of food
security. Finally, paragraph 4 was to he amendad in line with dacnment FR/ECA/PSDH.G/2,
Review of Feonomic and Sccial Conditions in Afrina, 198R-10RG.

Adoption of the report {agenda item 12)

STATISTICS COMMTTTEER
139, The Commitiee adnpted its report.

Flection of officers (agenda item 173)

110. The Statistics Comwmittee elected Mr. Mikik Beyene {Ethionia) as Chairnperson,
Mr. Abdeliatif Belkouch {Moaroreo) as First Vice-Chairperson, Mr. Lamine Gisse {(Mali)
as Second Viee-Chairperson and Mr, Ankonin F.T. de 8. Orue (Mosambigue) az Rapporteur.

An intedrated approach to the develonment. of statistics: The Statistical Development
Programme for Africa {SDPA) (sgenda item 14)

111, In introdicing doonment E/ECA/PSD.6/12 entitied "The Statistical Development.
Programme for Africa {(SDPA}", the secretariak mentioned three UNDP-funded projocts,
namely the "(Operational support to the improvement and expansion of the Statiastical
Training Programme For Africa (SFPA} the "African Household Survey Capability
Programme (AHSCP}" which is a regional component of the United Nations Household
Survey Capahility Programme (NHSCP) and the "Assistance to least developed and nawly
independent. countries in national ascounta”. A=z of Jnly 1987, all three projects were
inftegrated to rconstitute the SDPA with the porpode of achiaving grenter iapact and co-
ardination. He gave further details on the ohjectives of the integrated nroject, its
stafTing and activities in the areas of =statistical training, honsehold surveys,
national acconnts and hasic economic sftatistics and data bhase develapwent. 11 was
mentioned that fraining was an important part of the activities of the project,

112, Tn the discussion that followed, participants expressed satisfaction with fhe
progress made s0 far in the varions areas of the project and hoped that this would he
maintained. 1UNDP was urged to increase its finaunial support for the project in itfs
fifth nrogramming cyvele beginning in 1992,
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113. A participant raised the issue of bhalancing theory and practice in the teaching
programmes at  statistical training insfitutions. The representative of the
senretariat explained that the BECA guide ayllahuses which vere developed hetween 1982-
1985 for different levels of training conld he used to correct the existence of any
imbalance hetween theory and practice. An evalvoation of the nse of theae gnide
syllabuses at statistical training institntions which was conducted by the secretariat
in 1987 and discussions held at the fifth meeting of directors of STPA centres in 1987
indicated that over B0 per cent. of the contents of the gnide syllabuses were nsed for
VATI0US purposes.

114 W1fh respect to the area of bhasic economic statistics and national accounts, a
par+1r1panf expressed the hape that the project wonld organize training of existing
staff at national statistical offices, particularly in view of the recent revigsion of
the Syatem of National Accennts (SNA). Such training wonld enabie the staff to
implement. the new aspects of the system with less diffienlty. A representative of the
secretariat informed the meeting that anch training activities conld be undartaken
durlng advisory missions (on-the-job training) and also during conntry or reginnal
workshops which may he organized to address issues regarding the revised SNA. Tt was
mentioned that the post of regional adviser in national accounts, funded from the
United Nations regular programme for technical co-operation, was expectsad to he filled

soon to strengthen the team of regional advisers in the field of national accounts and
hagsic economic statiatics.

115. Several participants expressed the view that monitoring and evalnation needed
to be made part of the project to enahle assessment of the impact of the programme
and in particular to look into possible failures and snccesses of the project
activitiea. The Committee was informed that such procedores existed, including the
yearly project performance and evaluation reports which are submitted to [UNDP
headquarters and sent to conntries for comments, tripartite review meetings, the
Joint. Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, the hiennial
meetings of directors of STPA centres and the internal evaluation of the project
conducted by the secretariat from fime to time. Mention was made of the forthcoming
technical evaluation of the project which is expected to take place diring the first
quarter of 1990 to enahle recommendations to he made regarding the financing and
future focns of the project activities.

116. The issne of iack of fellowships for trainees was addressed hy several
participanta. Tn a numbher of conntries, fellowships tended to he linked to projects.

Participants requested countries to set np tho1arqh|p funds for statistical training
in view of the fact that trained statisticians wonld in general he nseful to the whole
aconomy.

117. Regarding the problem of linkage of African statistical training institutions
with those outside Africa, the representative of the secretariat mentioned the
twinning/linkage arrangements promoted within the framework of the "ERC assistance
project. to STPA". This twinning/linkage was generally hetween STPA and associate
STPA centres. The preparation of teaching materials, conduct of joint research,
training of trainers, provision of needed teaching and research eanipment., etc., are
aome of the henefits of such arrangements.
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118. A participant. mentioned the preblem of unemployment of those trained At
statistical training centres. This was attributed to general deteriorafing econnmic
situations in some conntries and to structural adjuatment. nolicies in others. He felt
that, there was need to make recommendations which wonld solve this problem. The
representative of the secretariat indicated that a solution might be to educate the
general pnhlic on the nsefniness of statisticians. Also courses of direct relevance
to the private secltor counld he offered to increase the chances of employment. for
successfnl trainees.

119. Regarding the activities undertaken by the data hase specialist in the SDPA
project, mention was made of provision of advisory services and estahlishment of
statistical data bases in some conntries. Reports on these activities are available
in the secretariat. The representative of the secretariat mentioned the existence,
in the regular bhudget, of the post. of Chief of Statistical Data Rase in the
Statistical Development, Section of the Statistics Division which once filled counld
also assist in the develapment and estahlishment of statistical data bases at FCA and,
to zome extent, at the country level.

120. Tn the field of censnses and demographic surveys, the United Nations Statistical
0ffice/NTCD representative mentioned the contribution which UNFPA was making through
the Regional Advisory Serviae in Demographic Statistics {RASDS)} project. The project
has eight regional advisers and assistance in the fField of censuses and demographicn
surveys conducted in the region is one of its activities. He also informed the
meeting of the reaneat. received hy his office to assist in mounting a training
programme in household surveys on the lines of the NHSCP training programme already
being condncted in New Delhi, Tndia. African conntries are already taking advantage
of the New Delhi fraining programme. He further mentioned that given the expresserd
demand, the introduction of such a programme in Africa was long overdne. The guestion
af resource constraints needs to he addressed and that the initiative for mounting
snch a programme needs to aome frem the ECA secretariat. The representative of the
secretariat informed the participants that within the limitations of availahle
resources attempts wonld be made to promote such couraes at selected STPA centres
within the framework of the SDPA.

121. The meeting also discussed the iasne of research and experimentation which was
a subject of discussion in many fora including the Commonwealth Workshops on Food
Supply Tnformation Systema in Africa, the first of which was organized in October 1986
in New Delhi, Tndia and the second in March 1389 in Nairohi, Kenya. These discngsions
were continued at the Intergovernmental Working Group on Honschold Surveys which was
organized in Addis Ababa, FEthiopia in Octoher 19R3. The meeting requested the FCA
secretariat tno take appropriate action in this area. The representative of the
secretariat stated that the prohlem of lack of research and experimentation was
related to lack of financial resonrces. The establishment of research projects which
conld attract donar funding could be a solution, the twiwning/linkage of training
institutions in Africa with those ontside Africa is another. [(nder the SDPA project,
research is promoted indirvectly through the training of trainers at STPA centres and
the provision of limited equipment. These trainaers are expected to conduect research
when they return to their respective centrea. Tn addition, at the hiennial meetings
of directors of STPA centres the isaua of research and experimantation continned to
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he addressed. Snrveys on research al STPA centres had alsc heen conducted hy the
secretariat., _

122, The ohserver for the USSR gave information on technical assistance which conld
he provided by his Government on regnest. Such asaistance had so far bheen provided
to n number of African countries. Two- to three-month courses could be arganized by
the 1ISSR State Committee of Statistics. He ¢ave as an examnple the working gronp on
the integration of demographic and social stabisties in develonment, planning in Africa
held in Moscow in Septemher 1987, which was attended hy 20 African aonntries and the
FCA secretariat. He alse mentioned the conrses offared in Tashkent, USSR which
commtries conld take advantage of.

193. The ohserver for CRSD-Paris informed the meeting abant the varions CREDe which
exist in Forope. C(R80-Paris was established in 19R2 and nntil May 1989, it waa known
ae (RSN, CRSD-lishon is located in the Portugnese National Statistical Instifute and
would train high-level statisticians from Partngnese-speaking African countries
beginning in Octoher 1930,  CESD-Madrid is currently heing estahlished. Trts main
function will he teo organize seminars for statisticians {rom Spanish-spaaking
countries ineinding those in Latin America and Rguatorial Guinea. 411 these CESDs are
non-prafit organizaticna. An associabtion namerd "CRESD-communantaire” has heen created
to co-ordinate the activities of the varions CESDs.  fe further mentiored that the
Munich Centre is closelv associated with the CRSD family. He requested the
secretariat to provide fonr name plates to cover all four CESDs at future meetings,
He indicated that paragraph 1357 of the report of bthe sivth meating of directora of
centres participating in the Statistical Training Programne for Africa {3TPA) shonld
he corrected to refleet the fact that TSEGT and CESD-1ishon wonid participate in the
STPA as one STPA centre, like CFSD-Paris.

124. The ohserver of T1i0 gave informatian on research and development. in particular
research on the infarmal sector surveys which was beiug imdertaken hy his
organization. He requested participants who might he interested in this type of
research to contact him or ILO in Geneva.

125. Participants sgreed that there was nead fo strengthen fhe SDPA in the varions
areas which it coverad and recommended that this strengthening shonld he crifically
addressed dnoring the DNDP Fifth programming cycle. In parthcnlar, the need to enhance
regional capahility for AHSCE and NACP components of the 3DPA and to provide adeqgnate
financial resonrces to STPA centres to wake them fuily nperational was stressed. As
far as the latter is concerned such enhancement, would incinde additional resources for
the organization of seminars/workshops, establishment of a programme of fellowships
and estahlishment of honsehold sirvey courses ab selected STPA centres.

126. Finally, the participants adopted the reports of the fonr meefings which were
held within the framework of the SDPA praject. They are "Report of the Working Group
on Tmnroving the Basic Feonomic Statistics veguaira. . .1anning porposes” (Addis
Abaha, Fthiopia, 19 to 23 3eptenber 1988, Fnglish-speaking group); "Rapport du groupe
de travail sor 'amélioration des statistingues éconnmigues de hase requises pour la
nlanification” (&ddis Ababa, FKthiopia, 19 to 23 Beptember 1988 {French-  and
Portuguese-speaking group), "Report of the Working Group on Honsehold Surveys” {(Addis
Abaha, 16-te 20 October i939); "Report of the sixth meeting of Diractors of Centres
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participating in the Statistiecal Training Programme for Africa (STPA)" {Addis Ahaba,
4 to 8 Dacember 1089),

Progress report, on the innlementation of the environment statistics prugramme for
Africa {agenda item 15)

127. A representative nf the secretariat introduced agenda item 15 by pointing tio
the thiree main aress covered in the vepart B/RCA/PSDLB/13: (a) the overviow of TCA's
work in devaloping a regional data base and in asaigting memher Statey in catahlishing
environment. statistics in the 19688-1989 biennium; (k) the wark nrrogramma or the
biernium 1990-1991; and (c) itema for discussion on futhire activities in order t.o
achieve the medium-term ohjective of establishing a minimum prograzme of environment.
statistics in memher States.

128. While all outputs for which resources had been provided thiough he regitlar

budget had heen implemonted, the scoretariat rajre . At resources had  been
insufficient Ffor cartying  ont  all  planned activities to strengihen national
capacities. Only one memher State’s remiest. for adviaory services conld he

accommodated within the budget and none nf +he workshops conld he held, Tn presanting
the 1880-1931 progranme budget, the hope was expressed that more extrabudgetary
resonrees wonld be made availtahle since African conmntries as well as donors have heen
expressing keen interest in the Tield. Such assistance wonld he needed, inter alia,
to prepare and conduct seminare and workshops for develoning regional sdaptations of
teclmical  methods te be published  in ghidelines for environment statisbics.
Suggestions were invited on means For mohilizing resources sz well as on snhatantive
and procedural elements for a medinm-term perspective for developing environment
statiatics in Afriea.  Such elements conld include training at various levels and
institutions, expanded ad hoe advisory services, co-operation among wemher States and
with statisrical services ontside the ragion; workshops and seminars for adapting
concepts, mathods and definitions tn erviranmental condilions and developmental
prohiems in Africa, including environmental aceounting; and the initiation of a
Standing Working {ronn an Fnvironment Statiatics for further developmant. of a regional
data hase in which agencies and intevested conntries wanld participate.

129, The representative of the secratariat infarmed the participants of  two
mathodological studies prepared by the United Nations Statistical OFfice addressing
concepks and methods of environment statistics: the First report, dealing with human
settlement statistics, was released in P984, the second one on natural environment i«
available in draft form. Tn addition, a repert on environmental acconnting s sunder
preparation. These documents wonld provide a basis for the development. of regional
concepts. Regarding support and co-operation in the areas af fraining, workshops and
seminars as well as data hase improvement., the mecting was informed that recent
discussions with rapresentatives of the inited Nations Fnvironment Programme (HNREP)
had heen enconraging.

30, During the ciscussion, several participants underscored Lhe importance of
environment. statisbics, a new field in statistics in Africa.  Given the axtent of
environmental problems like soil erosion on the continent, this area deserved greater
attention.
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131. Tt was further stressed that the field of environment statistics was new to
African statistical services and that further education of directors of statistical
offices would he needed. Mnlrilateral donors which are emphasizing the extent of
enviranmental problems in Africa were called apon to give appropriate support to the
field. The secretariat was requested to make available guidelines which could be lised
for developing country-hy-country approaches. T1f resonrces were not forthcoming te
conduct workshaps, it should even he considered to send working docnments to membher

States.

132. The Director of the Munich Centre took up the suggestion contained in the
docoment. te carry out training of trainers and informed the meeting that his
ingtitutian had decided to deal with environment atatistics in 1991-1992. A Warking
Group involving RCA wonld be estabhlighed shortly tn define the precise scope and
content of training activities to he carried out.

133. The observer for EEC/Furostat informed the meeting that her organization was
carvying out consnlttations with different countries on the continuation of STPA and
that the future programme wounld provide for workshops at the national, suh-regional
and regional levels in the field of environment statistics. This would, for exampie,
nlao inclunde the preparation of teaching aids. Further, the organization of short
courses linking Furopean and African statistical offices could he explored.

134, The ohserver for the 1IS3R stressed that the Uniterd Nations Statistical Commission
had declared environment. statistics to be a field of dgreatest importance, He
indicated the poasibilities for obtaining assistance on  conceptual matters, for
example classifications, from the Conference of Furopean Statisticians.

13h. Tn response, the representative of the secretariat expressed gratitude for the
valuahle comments and, in particnlar, for the enconraging feed-back regarding the
provision of resonrces from ERC as well as the support from the Munich Centre.
Regarding the suggestion to draw npon availahle expertise in Forapean statistical
offices, the meeting was informed that discussinns with the Statistics Division of
the Feonomic Commission for Furaope (RCE) had been initiated by FECA. As far as ECOF
classifications were concerned, they were heing considered if thay pertained to
African priorities. The participants were informed that a reqguest for a seminar on
new and renewahle sources of energy in the context of environment ataftistics, to he
held in 1991, had been prepared hy ECA for suhmiasion to the Government, of the 1SSR.

136. Tt was stressed that conceptual development leading to the pohlication af the
guidelines for envirenment. statistics in Africa should make nptimal use of existing
work. Considerabhle resonrces wonld, hawever, atill nead to he devoted to the exchange
of the technical and practical experiences among countries. There was also the need
for improved organization, interpretation and prasentation of existing data for
environmental purposes and the ntilization of micro-computer applications for spatial
analvsis of data.
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Indicators for monitoring progress towards achieving social goals in the 1990s:
Assesament of spcial dimensions of atroctoral adjustment (agenda item 18) ‘

HNTCEF/UNPPA/Un{ted Nations Statistical Office proposal [agenda item 16 (a)]

137. The Statistics Committee deliberated on a joint UNTOEF/IUNFPA/United Nations
Statistical Office proposal on indicaters for monitoring progress towards achieving
rorial goals in the development. decade of the 1990s as detailed in document
E/RCA/PSD.6/14 which was presented to the Committee by a representative of the lnited
Nations 3talistical 0ffice.

138. Noting that the proposal had heen referred to by the Fxecntive Secretary in his
opening statement to the Joint Conference, it was observed that the paper was
eassentially the report of 4 working group of experts from UNTCEF, UNFPA and the Hnited
Nationa Statistical 0ffice which bad earlier heen submitted to and endorsed by the AGC
Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities af its meeting in June 1989. T+ was pointed
out that fthe aim of the presant proposal is fo take an ohiective look at the
statisfical and survey programmes of developing countries in the light of recent
developments, from the viewpoint of the social goals prepared for the 19801, and to
strengthen national capahilities, wherever necessary., to enahle them to produce
current. indicators on at least the more important fields such as fertility, infant and
child mortality, nutrition, educational attainment, employment and unemployment, and
the status of women. Tt was ohserverd that though the proposal was still at a
preliminary stage, the approach advocated invalved primary reliance on household
surveys to snpplement data from other sources. The Committee was informed that the
ACC Sub~-Committee on Statistical Activities had mostly supported the proposal and
requested the United Nations Statistical Office and interested agenciea to continne
developmental work for its elaboration. Tt was further noted that to facilitate this,
pitlot projects were to he lawnched in soveral countrias to asaess the technical,
administrative and practical prohlems of =social monitoring. Tn this context, the
participants were invited to comment on the preliminary review of measurement
ohjectives and methodological reqnirements as detailed in the proposal.

139. Finally, it vas noted that the proposal envisages co-ordination of the programme
through the linited Nations Statistical Office as an adjonct to the NHICP, with the
assistance aof the regional commissions and the co-operation of specialized agencies.
Funding support when necessary was expected to he provided by UNTCRF, UNFPA and UNDP
and perhaps other donor countries ninder hilateral or multilateral arrangements.

140. The Committee welcomed the proposal on monitoring achievement of aocial goals
in the 1980s. Tt endorsed the hroad ontline of the proposal as well as the rationale
of the initiative. In response to a query on complementarity aof this proposal with
other national and international programmes, it was indicated that there was provision
for neing available seta of data supplemented, when necessary, hy additional data
collection, making maximum wuse of ongoing national and international programmes.
Addifionaily, in response to further query, it was noted that the proposal accorded
priority to national needs fully appreciating that individnal countries are likely to
have a atrong interest in sub-group estimates, regional differences and urhan-roral
comparisons,
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Assessment. of sacial dimensions of structural adinstment |agenda item 16 {h]

141. The World Bank ohserver presented doecument. B/ZECASESDLG/15 on the s0cial
dimensions of adivstment. [(STNA) prnject and iks implications for stabistics,
contributed by the World Rank.

142, In his presentation, he briefed the participants on the formatinn and ohjectives
of the SDA project, established in 1987 jointly hy ihe UNDP Regional BRorean for
Africa, ADB and the World Bank. Since then, a nimber of ather maltilateral and
hilateral donor agencies have joined the project. The rrincipal objentive of the
project is to assist cousntries in infirodicing social dimensions in the development
planning process.

143. He mentioned that the project operates at two leveis, namely regional and country
level. At the commtry level, the proiect is initiated with the preparation of a
country assessment paper (CAP} whiech incindes a poverty profile for the country using
axiating data sources. The subseguent project may then be composed of seversal
elements such as policy, social action programmes as well as the strengthening of
national information svstems. He indicated that in intredncing social dimenaions into
planning policies, the monitoring of the conditions of social groups hecame a
necessity. Tn this regard, he informed fhe participants that the project proposas
analysis at three levels: wacro, meso and micro.

144. He indicated that data wonid need to he collected at esch of these Jevels. At
the micra level, he observed that SHA proposes two main survey instruments which
include {a) priority survevs, which identify the vulnerable gronps and ccllect data
to monitor changes withont explaining the observations, and (b) intensive household
sntrveyve {(THS) which have the objective of explaining the behavionr of varions
households.

145. He indicated that it was not the intention of the 8DA fo replace the existing
programmes but rather to supplement them. Further, he mentionad fthat in a numher of
commtries hoth the NHSGP and the SDA may he operating together, for axample in Malawi
and Ghana.

146. He alsa informed the participants that the project incindes as part of the
institution-building compenents, a training programme which extends from data
collection, through dabta processing, to analysis and policy plarning.

147. Tn the discussions thar Ffollowed, participants focosed their aftention on a
number of isanes which included the concept of vuinerahle group as used ir the
dncument.; the Future of the proiect and its financial implications; relationships
with other existing programmes; and distribntion of relevant documents. In additinn
it was noted that the Working Group on Honsehold Survevs hald in Octoher 19R8 also
tisenased this topic and made a number of additianal romarks which had been noted in
thetr report.

i48. Some participants referred to the issue of vonilnerahle group as conceptunalized
in the document and wondered whether it iz feasible bto messnre it in view of
variations within comntries and, more sn, hetween countries. The World Bank observer
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responded that the SDA is preparing a nnmber of analysis plans to help guide analysts
in the task.

149, A comment was made thal the document. had not e¢larified the finannial implications
of the project. Relaterd to the finarcial implications was a auestion on the future
of the project. The presenter responded thal before Tannching the project in any
conntry, an asseasment. stady is first conducted. He also indicated that one of the
aims is to huild the necessary institutions ko ensure continuity.

1580. Referring to the issue aof the relatienship of the nroject with other existing
programmes, some participants expressed continued concern as to how the GDA survey
programme wonld relate to existing programmes. Tt was pointed ent that it was vital
to make use of past axperience,

1h1. A question was raised regarding the distinchion between the SDA and the living
Standards Measurement Snrvey (LSMS), hoth of which stem from the same arganization,
and the confusion that could result from the twn programmes. The presenter clarified
the difference hetween the two and explained thabt in any 8DA country, T.8MS-type
snirveys would only he carried out wnder the umbreila of the DA znrvey programme.
There shonld thus he no confusion.

152, In response o varions suggestions and comments, the ohserver for the Yorid Rank
noted that contrary to some views evpressed, the SDA projent seeks to work closely
with the existing programmes. He further mentioned that the SDA witl take note of all
comments made by varions participants and baild these into its futnre work programme.

Progress report on the Worid Bank/UNDP/FECA project on data collectics: in relation fo
development nrogrammes and aid flowa in Africa {agends item 17)

Assessment of nafional statistical cspahility [agends item 7 {a)]

153, Tn introducing this agenda item, fthe representative of the searetariat gave a
brief backgronnd of the project, stating that it began in 1987 snd that its two main
objectives were: (a) Lo provide neceasary statistical data for the different reports
of the Secrefary-General to the Ganeral Assemhly of the United Natione on the follow-
np of the implementation of the ilnited Nakions Programme of Action for African
Feonomic Reeovery and Development (UN-PAARRDG; and (h) to prepare a report on the
statistical deficiencies of Afriecan countries and recommend messnres o strengthen
their capabilities.

154. He then presented document. F/RCA/PSD.6/16, indicating that it was a summary of
the reports of the miasions carried aut in 12 African countries on £he major problemns
identified with regard to institutional arrangements, statistical production, human
resonrces, bodget and technical sssistance. The links between these problams as wel)
as the importance of the role of the director of the national statistical service in
the aren of mansgement ware emphasizad.

155. A participant ohserved that the document enly gave general information nn the
statiafical ecapacity of African countries covered by the surver. Tt wenld he
necessary to give guantified and detailed specific information regarding hurget.,
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staffing and equipment needed to attain optimum operating capanity. Snch information
should he made availahle to all the governments.

156. The ohserver for INSEE described the experience of his organization in the
evaluation of statistical capahilities. To prepare national accounts for a conntry
having a popitiation of 10 to 15 million, 15 nationa) Aaccounting experts were required.
This was difficult to obtain hecanse of the prohlems mentioned earlier and therefaore
the search for other solutions must continne.

187. The ohserver for the World Rank informed the meeting that of the reports prodnced
by his arganization under this project, the most recent was a docnment entitled
"African Fconomic and Financial Nata'. Such information was alse availahle on
diakettes and could he provided to users apon request. He wished to know what
progress the secretariat had made in the compilation of environment statistics.

158. The secretariat took dne note of the comments made and stated that E/ECA/PSD.6/i8
was a summary of commtry monographs. 7t hard bheen prepared on the hasis of a
qnestionnaire that national statistical offices had filled out and the discussions
held with national statistical services. Tach country report gave gquantified and
detailed information and contained recommendations. The secretariat intended to
finalize the document and inciude statistical fignres which wonld enable the effort
hy a conntry to ohtain optimim operating capacity to he evaluated.

159. The World Rank had bhean assigned responsihility for the primary ohjective of
the project which had heen altained with the publication of the economic and financial
data mentioned earlier. With regard to environment statistics, national consnltants
had heen recrnited to collect information, mainly indicators related to drought and
desertificatinn. Data were so far received from 15 ont of 45 snb-Saharan African
conntries, with 10 countries supplyving satiafactory responses. 7Tt was strezased in
this connection that environment statistics, where it existed at all, was in its early
stages Aand that any data aollection exernise therefore enconntered problems in
accessing data and constructing consistent national series.

Plan of Action for Statiatical Development in Africa in_the 1990s [agenda item 17

(h)]

160. Under this agenda item, a representative of the asecretariat introduced document.
E/RCA/PSD.6/17: "Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s™.
The attention of the Committee was drawn to the Taslt 20 yeara of statistical
development in the African region and it was noted that during the period just hefore
the majority of African countries became independent, it was appreciated that their
development. efforts wonld need the support. of reasonabhly comprehensive statistics.
Thus after independence local professional staff were trained to replace expatriates
and alaso to remedy acute staff shortages at the snb-profeasional level. The: 1960s
were therefore devoted largely to training and the further ectablishment of ongoing
statistical operations with muttilateral and hilateral assistance.

161. The 19708 and the second United Nations Development Decade generated events that
brought changes in outlook which made considersble impact on African statistica and
resnlted in apeedier, even if not properly streamlined, production of statistical data
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throughont the African. region. The secretariat acknowledged that the provision of
mnttitateral and hilateral assistance to the African cownftries was a major input in
their statistical development.

162. The representative of the secretariat noted that towards the end of the 1970s
and throughout, the 1980s, the African continent suffered severe economic crisis and
public expenditures were curtailed in many countries. This affected the process of
statistical development as miuch-needed resources were reduced precisely at the time
when the need far gnantitative information was at its highest. lnexpectedly, African
statiatical production stuagnated. Tn some areas there were even percentihle reverses
af earlier achievements and the progress towards building up national statistical
capabilities was slowed down. The representative of the secretariaf noterd that
external assistance wonld stil! he needed for large-scale data collection like
censuses and snrveys, hut not for other forms of statistical activities.

183. A representative of the secretariat indicaked that the economic crisis was not
the only reason for the deterioration in African statistical development and perhaps
not. the most important. Among other reasons were the waning of the political will
that Ffuelled earlier achievements; the Jack of appreciation faor the role of
miantitative information in development planning, monitoring and evaluation;.the low
status of statistical services vis-d-vis onther services, sven the planning ministry;
the lack of proper management.; tendency towards ronline in some statisficai =services.

164. He said that in the light of the increasing demand for statistics o help
formulate short~term management policies and long-term development planning, document
V/RECA/PSD.6/17 was intended as a call For action to help redress the deteriorating
process of statistical development in the African region and alse further that
development.. In this cennaction, it was noted that the recommendations in the
dacument. assigned apecific roles to African Governments, national statisticsal
services, international organizations and multiiateral and hilateral donors,

16h, The secretariat had prepared a draft. Plan of Action on the basis of
recommendations made in the ECA sesessmeni, of African statistical capacity in the
context of the UNDP/World Bank/RCA project as reported under agenda item 17 (a}.
Infortunately, it had not heen possibhle to convene an experi group meeting prior to
this Conference to consider the draft Plan.

166. Tn the ensuing discussions, many participants congratunlated the secretariab on
taking the initiative to present the dratt Plan of Action. Some participants
suggested some improvements to the dvaft Plan.,  The need for national statistical
advisory councils and research units within national statistical services was
emphasized. A participant noted that an apparent conflict exiastad between the call
made in the plan for increased and sustainable resources from natiornal governments ho
their statistical services and the calls for bodgetary restraints  in the
implementation of struclnral adjinstment programmes.

167. The ohserver faor the World Bank stated that it seemed paradoxical that
statiatical services should he among the firat to anffer ents in budgetary
appropriations during arisis and precisely at a time when data needs for effective
management. and monitoring of the macro-economic process were particularty high, This
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was duwe possihly to weak links between producers and users of statistics and those
persons responsible for making budgetary appropriation. One possible solution conld
he to strengthen statistical activities in line ministries, thus reducing the prohlem
of inadequate resanrces at fhe levei of the central statistical service and also
placing aome statistical artivities alose to user ministries. e noted that, private
sector participation in data collection shonld be encouraged, and more attention given
to data analysis with the nse of new and emerging technology. ' T

168. Several participants stressed that over the last 10 years or more, there had

‘heen a tendency for external assistance to he concentrated in certain areas of
atatistics, e.g., demography, while other areas, e.g., economic statistics, were
completely neglected. They alao noted that this tendency had very adverse affects
on the development of economic statistice such ns movement of trainad staffi from
other areas of statistics to demographic statistics in search of better joh
onportamities. They called on donors Lo increase their assistance to work on the
develapment. of econamic statistics in the African region in the 1980=s. 4 participant
noted that some donar agencies were interested in projects yietding quick retnrns.
However, it needed to he recognized that statistical development was a long-term
endéavour.

169. The ohserver for 100 informed the Committee Lhat his organization wonld continue
teo support statistical development in the African region throngh its tachnical
advisory service in the context, of the AHSCP. He stated that demand for snch
assistance is slready high and was bound fo increase in the 1990s. At the present
Lime there are only two regional advisers one of whom was funded by 100 wnder the
AHSOP with the resnlt that not all requests counld be met. The Commitiee agreed that,
the {nited Nations syvstem he requested fo put more resources intn the programme.

170. The observer for FFEC noted that thera appeared to he a need for hetter co-
operation between nafional statiatical services and statistical training centres.
One way of incressing snch co-aperation eonld he through callahnration in organizing
workshops and seminars. Tn a reference to the tack of co-operation in the delivery
of assistance hy some donor agencies, he snid that this was unfortnnate bot that some
of the responaibiltity for this cituation wonld seem to lie on national minigtries
respongible for priority serting and co-ordination of assistance.

191. The ohserver far INSER stated that if. was important that governments wera aware
af the arncial role of statistics in the development. process, and gave adequate
support. gtatiatical services should have an  independent. status and further
strategies needed to be pursoed which wonld satiafy statistical training needs in
African comntries. He noted that producer/user rommithoes should incinde the private
sector, trade unions, etc. Gtatistical activities conld he conducted in collahoration
with fthe African Statisfical Association (AFSA) and thas pravide apportunities for
conducting resenrch in an individunl eapacity.

172. The observer for FYAQ ohserved thak the low jevel of donor assistance to
agricnttural statistics was probahly a refiection of the low priority given to the
anhject. by African countries in allecationg nnder their indicative planning figure
(TPF).
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172. The ohserver for ADB stressed the need for nridging the demand/supply gap in
statistics. He further stated that statistical services shenld increase their
‘activities in the area of projections, analysis and reaearch and not leave such
functions to other institutions, e.g., ceniral hank. He emphasized the need for
adequate and continuons government support. for statistics, with the nnderatanding
that there conld he some prohlems in times of financial rrisis. Finally, he appealed
to statisticians to make their nroducts marketable and calied Far fraining of more
middle-level statistical staff and national coimterparts.

174. The ohserver for (RSD-Paris sfated that in the area of training the aim should
he to strenghthen existing training inetitutions and make them more productive rather
than setting up new ones.

175. The ohserver for NINO noted that, wherover possible, development, projacts shonld
he designed so as to gensrale internationally comparable data,

176. The meeting initially Talt that the time availahle tn the Statisbics Commitree
may not he enongh to thoronghly consider the draft Plan. b was stated bhat such a
consideration should he carried ont by a working group whict, in addition to the Plan,
conld consider other negent issues snch as the statishical data neads and Follow-up
ta AAF=SAP. 1t was noted that there was considerable exharnal interest in Lhese araas
and that African statisticians shonid, {Lherefore nave an onporftunity to diseuss these

igenes.

177. 1t wan further ohasrved that the often-made statement ihaf stabkistical services
have noi heen able te meet the data needs of planners may not be entirely brua.  Some
African statishical services have heen ahla tn mect these needs.

178. The meeting ralled on countries Lo set priorities Tor their statistical
development. and stressed fhe nead for setiing up nabional data hases on which to rest
the data which will be ganerated in the 1590, The nesd for increased resonrces for
furthar developing economic statishins, for gvample, agricnltural statistics, was
atressed. 11 was chserved that African countries ahnnid set their prigrities for
alatistical development, and met allow outside interesfs to distort such priorities.

179. The meeting called for the creation of indigennus and snstainahle statistical
capahilities within the African region and for the creabicn f institntional
arrangements at the regional lavel, to sustain gurnh capahititics.

180. Finally, the Statistics Commi ttee reached a consensns Lo submif the draft, Plan
of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 18908 0 A sub-commithtee to be
canvened during the present session, The suh-committes was asked to review the draft,
and to renort hack to bhe Statistics Commitbee.

Report on nrogrampe implementation by the Statistics Bivicinn (1988-i1989), review of
approved work progranme (1960-199% ) and consideration of draft work programme {1902-
1993} and medinm-term plan (1662-1867) {(agenda item 18)

183, Tn introducing the two hackgronnd docnuments for this agenda item, entitied
"Review of FOA stabistical activities {19R8-198G)} and foture work pregranme”
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(FE/RCA/PSD.6/1R) and "Draft medium-term plan, 1992-1997" {E/RECA/PSD.G/19), ~a
representative of the secretariat reported on the work performance of the FRCA
Statistics Division for the period 1988-1989, requested the participants. to consider
the approved programme hudget. for the hienninm 1890-1991 and the proposed work
programme narrative for the bienninm 1992-1993 and presented the draft medinm-term
plan for the period 1992-1897.

182. He pointed ont that the Statistics NDivision had operated with a high rate of
vacant posts during the 198R-1989 hienniam diue to the long delay in filling these
posts following the 1ifting of the recrnitment. freere. Thus, the Division conld use
only of 62.5 per cernt of the total work-months originally allocated. However, the
sttuation was mich hetter at the end of the period as most of the vacancies had heen
filled during the latter part of 1989.

183. He also reported that savings amounting to $US 3 million were to he wnsed to
provide FCA with office automation and micro-compnting facilities, inclnding software
and staff training. Two missions had been sent hy lUnited Nations Headguarters and had
called for the impravement of anch facilities as a matter of priority, but a
recommendation to that effect has so far not been inplemented. If the corrent
sitnation were allowed to continne ECA . ®3d he severely limited in its ahility to
serve its member Staftes effectively.

184. Tn the discussions that followed, the participants congratulated the secretariaf
on ita implementation rate for 1988-1989 taking into acconnt the difficulties it had
experienced in respect of availabhle staff resources. They also expressed the wish
that. seminars and workshops which could not he hald during the hienninm .19R8-1989
should be organizad during the biennium 1980-1991, except for one intergovernmental
working group on processing of census, civil registration and sample survey data
[output 3.3 (ii)l. This latter ontput shonld he terminated in view of the explanation
given hy the searetariat. The meeting alao agreed that the following ontpufs from the
1988-1989 work programme should he terminated:

Ontpnts

1.2 (i) (h) Report to the fifth session of the Joint Conference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on the suorvey of member
States’ reqnirements for developing statistical data bhases

1.3 {7) Report to the fifth session of the Joint Conference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on the Statistical Training
Pragramme for Africa

2.1 (1) {a) Report to the "Tntergovernmental Working Group on Tmproving the Basic

Statistics Required for Planning” on the use of census, survey and
administrative data in national accounts

2.3 (311) (a) Technical pnblication on ® .5 ROOWAS syatem of international trade
statistics for government statisticians and planners
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2.5 (3} Technical publication on road transport statistics for government
statisticians and nlannevs

2.5 {e) Technical puhlication on review of ataliatics nn youth and women in
agricultiure snd digtribntion for government statisticians and planners

3.2 Technical publications: Methods and probiems of data processing in
the 1990 round of poputation and honging cenanses of the memher States
of the Customs and Eeonomic Union of Cenktral Africa, for government
atatisticiansg, demographers and planners

3.2 (i) Technical puhlication: Substantive servicing of the intergovernmental
warking group on proceesing of censns, civil registration and samp e
snurvey data. [

185, n addition. the mesting recommended that the 1988 and 1985 isanes of the African
Statistical Yearhook shonld be combined and that the volumes concerning North and West
Africa on the ona hand, and Central, East and Southern Africa on fthe other, should bhe
sonsidered as separate ontputs. Starting from the 1990 issue, each volume shounld be
produced on alternate years in order fo improve the quality and timeliness of this
publication.

186. The participania noted that the Statistical Infermation Tulletin for Africa has
heen discontinied as of the 1990-1941 work programme. The meehing however urged the
seeretariat to circulate resulis of any future atudies undertaken Lo member Stabes in
a4 timely manner, The Committes racommended that a working group on statistical
priovities and data requiremaents for monitering the implementation of AAF-SAP, within
the context of the Plan of Action for Statistical Nevelopment in Africa in the 1990s,
chonld he included in the 1080-194% work programme. The nerting recommended the
organization in 1991 of a workshop on household =prvey in the field of literacy,
nutrition, heaitk, income and expenditures to he financed from extrahidgetary
resonrces. Tt shanld review technical studies which have heen prepared on the above
areas by the Central Go-ordinating Unit of NHSCP within the United Hations Stabistical

Office.

187. Great concern was expressed shout the lack of basic economic statistics for bhe
compilation of national accounts. 116 was hoped fhat the revision of the System of
National Accounts (SNA} wonld take African conditions into account, and that t.he
camputerization of mational accounts would make progress on the continent.,

188. The ohserver for 1710 pointed outethat paragraph 36 of document F/ECA/PSDLG/1R
does nob indicate the mimber of missions nndertaken by the TI0/FCA Regional Adviser
in Honsehold Survevs, of which 25 had been funded hy 110, The secraetariat recognized
that these figures shonld have heen mentioned.

189. The n»bzerver for FAQ observed thal the werk programme in the field of
agrienttural statistics implemented hy the Joint FCA/FAD Agriculture Division should
have alsae heen inclnded in the document under considerabion.
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190. Replving +to the ohserver For the World Bank, +the representative of the
secreftariat confirmed that ROA also attaches greab importance fo the co-ordination
of activities hetween the varions international agencies. The aecratariat welcomed
the poassibility of a data nrocesaing adviser heing posted to Addis Ababa under the
8DA project.

191. 4 number of participants pointed out that important Conference hackground
documents were received only on their arrival in Addis Abaha and recommandad’ ‘that,
these should he zent to memher States in advance to enahle adequate preparations to,
he carried ont at the national level. They also nrged memher States’ to do-cperaté
fully with the secratariat by sending regnlariy copies of their published statistical

data to WCA. : '

192, To conclude the discussions wnder this agenda item, the meeting strongly
recommended that adequate resonurcas shonld be provided to the ECA Statistics Nivision
mdar the. regnlar bndget, particularly as regards micro-compukingz facilities and
travel funds, in order to strengthen the services offered to member States, thue
contributing te statistical development in the region.

Adﬁptinn of the report {agendsa item. 19}
193. The Committee adopted ibts veport.
NEMOGRAPHY COMMITTER

Election of afficers {(agends item 20)

194, the ahsence of Zaire, chairman of the tifth session of the Demography Committee,
Nigeria, vice-chairman, presided onver the election of the following Burean:

Chairperson: Mr. J.H. Nowa, Malawi

First Vice-Chairperson: Mr. Adognon Koffi, Tngo

Secand Vice-Chairperson: Mr, Thomas Kongunep, Cameroon
Rapportenn: Mr. Abhdellatif Chacnat, Moroceo.

An _evaluation of the ave-gex data of recent African popuistion censuses {(agenda item

21}

195. A representative of the secretariat, in intreducing this agenda item, noted that
the avidence from the selented member States with information on single- and five-year
age digtribniions points Lo extenasive digit preference/avoidance. With reference to
the overall evaluation of the age-sex data, he ohserved that the age-sex distribubtions
ware highly inaccurate, withk the sitnation more serious in the West and Rast African
suhregions compared with the North, Central and Sopnthern African snhregions. He
however pointed ont that some improvements have taken place in the reporting and
recording of the age data in successive censuses of the 1960s, 1870s and 19R0s.

196. Tn order to improve the reporting and recording  of the age data of future
popnlation cenanses in African countries, he tahled three main recommendations: {a)
careful selection and training of the field staff, especially enumerators; (b)
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Judiciouns choice of the moat snitahle question on age; and (e} minimization of
coverage errors and other sonrce age errors.

197. the discussions that followed, the role of the calendar of local and national
events in improving the age data was underlined. Tt was however pointed nut that
for such calendars to he effective, guidelines, enongh time and care shounld he
invested in their compitation and nse, and that they should inclnde not only national
but. alsa local events. The problem of allocation of adequate time in the field for the
administration of qiestionmaire was also noted.

198. Tmprovements in vital statistics/civil registration systems were also identified
by participants as one of the useful strategies for the enhancement of the Age-gex
data in African censuses. Thus memher States were urged to continne to improve their
existing civil registration systems for this and other reasons. Other recommendations
for the impravement of the age data, namely the careful selection and training of the
field ataff and the institntion of strict miality control procedures at varions stages
of the data prndnntion—cnl]ection, processing and tahulation, were endorsed hy
participants.

199, On methods for ARSESSINg age-sex errors in African mensuses, the use of carefully
‘conducted post-enumeration surveys (PES}, among other methods, was recommended. Tt was
noted that the results from such sirveys offered the opportunity for the matching of
Age-sex records and estimation of the errors by well-known statistical technigues as
well as the production of tahles on the completeness of coverage are nsefnl for the
undersfanding the causes of the errors.

Evaluation of expariences of ECA memhar States in the imptementation of the
recommendations of the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action (agenda item 22)

200. A representative af the secretariat presenteard document. F/ECA/PAD.6/21 entitled
"Fvaluation of experiences of FECA menber States in the implementation of the
recommendations of the Kilimaniaro Programme of Action”. A brief review was made of
the KPA and the main issnes in the two earlier manitoring reports.

207. He explained that ihe objectives of this third attempt af, monitoring the
implementation af the KPA were to examine the content of the national popmnlation
programmes in the five memher Staties to which a mission wae nndertaken, namely
Cameroon, Ghana, Swaziland, Uganda and Zamhia; and, on these hases, to propose soma
modne operandi  for guiding other memher States that are yet tao initiate their
proplation poliey development. process.

202. As a prelude to presenting the national programmes, the status of population
policy develapment. in the region as at the time of the Uniterd Nations sixth Popuiation
Inquiry {1987) and prospacts for +the 19908 was summarized, uwging the detailed
information reported in the tenth issue of the African Poputation Studies serieps. He
noted that hoth in the cases of population growth rates and fertility levels,
available evidence paints to an tncrease in memher States’ perceptions relative to the
sithation in the 1970s; thers exists a gap, howaver, hetween these perceptions and
actnal actions taken in terms of formulating and tmplement.ing policies to contain hoth
probtems. With spatial popnlation distribution, the level of perceptions is even
higher, althongh the actnal policy development is equally low. Trternational migration
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is still not an important component. of population growth although the hrain drain is
quite significant in most countries.

204%. Regarding the national popnlation programmes, the representative of the
secretariat noted Ehabt there was a mix of developments in the mewher Stabtes. While
some countries have moved from pro-natalichk to anti-natalist positions and are
consoiidating their popnlation policy formilation strategies, others are reactivating
the implementation of their existing strategide to ensnre a realization af theire
ohiectives. Still others, with more recently esstablished explicit policies, are
working out modalities of implementing the strategies of sich policies.

204, He then stressed Ihat a mewmher Skhate’s natiomal programme shonid derive from
the "gnidelines” which it developed earlier for iuntegrating popnlation factors in
development. planning simpitaneons with eomponent sechors, sach congialing of
project/activities groupad aronmmd a related sphzst of the popnlation policy
ohjectives, targets and strategies. He observed that the decade of the 19805 can he
ragarded as one doring which the mgdus oparandi for popnistion policy formniation was
Fairly under control within most memher States of the region. In this regard, he
fnrther ohservad that four sets of documents are useful in providing a 'gnide to mamher
States, namelyv {a) the twa volumes of the report of the Regional Training Workshop on
demographic estimates and projections hold at BRIPS (Acora) in 1985; {h) "gnidelines"
for integrating popuiation factors in development planning; (e} African Population
Studies series, No. 10; and {d} the series of manitoring reports on the implementation
nf the KPA recommendations. Regarding implementation of popnintion policy satrategies,
he noted thal the establishment of a multizectoral committes as advocated in the
"guidelines” was a pertinent. tnol. Findings nf review reports on UNFPA projects are

equally useful.

205. MDuring the debhate, participants expressed zatisfaction with the overall quality
ot the document. Mowever, theyv raized issves with the non~-inclusion of policiaes on
morhidity/nortality and the role of women in develapment., the need to de-emphasize the
poor impact of the popnlation policy in Kenya:; the raticnale of a nopnlation policy
in the face of 'ATDS') the ideal population size for a country; the criteria wsed hy
ihe secretariat in selecting the five mamher States inectudad in the repart; the
conntries thal have indeed implemented the KPA recommendations; the philosophy of tha
integration proaess; and, the need te foocus on popnlation infarmation activities in
the region. Additionally, the Committes was informed showt the adoption of the
N'djamens Pragramme of Action on Papulatien (1988} on nopnlation and development in
the SBahel hy the member States of CTISS. '

Z06. The representative of the secretariant ewplained that the detailed eoverage of
nolicies on the dindicated aspects of population zZrowth components is contained in
the higger docament. (African Population Studies series, No. 10).  He accepted the
afdditional information provided on the changing situation regarding the impact of
Kenyan population policy, hob atressed that the factors accoumibing for the chserved
impact {1965-1981) have heen highlighted in sevoral fora; important. were also the
stens bheing taken fto improve the policy imnact.

207. Regarding the rationals for a popnlation poitcy relative to the 2ATHS’
phenomenon, he admibted that ATRS', in a way, imposes some conbtrol on n country's
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papnlation growth. But a policy is not synonymons with population control.  Rather,
since it comprises measurves and programmes designad to contribnte to the achievement
of a country’s economic, social, demographie, political and other collective goals,
a popnlation policy should form an integral part of the country’s overall development
strategy. On the iasne of an ideal population size, its growth rate relative to that
of the economy is often a factor of greater concern. This concern underlines the
ongning debate as to whether or not. rapid popnlation growth rate is the real
constraint to socic-economic development; and the contemporary consenans  for
implementation of popnlation and development programmes.

208. Regarding the hasis for selecting the five member States covared in the present
monitoring report, he explained that FCA had contacted several member States at
varying stages of popnlation policy development.. Given resource constrainfs, a mission
was nndertaken to the first five responding. On the States that have inplemented the
KPA recommendations, he ahserved fthat the member States could only be categorized as
heing at different stages of the infegration continuum.

909. Finally, he provided a working definition of 'integration’ from the "gnidelines”
and then ontlined the steps indicated in the latter for operationalizing the

integration process at the macro and sectoral levels.

The relative roles of materral and child health care and family planning programmes,

provimste determinants and socio-economic corrvelafas in influencing fertility (agenda
item 23)

210. Tn presenting document. F/ECA/PSD.6/22, a representative of the secretariat
presented various factors which inflnence fertility directly like proximate
determinants or indirectly like socio-economic variahles which influence the proximate
determinants. The influence on fertility cam he either fo increase or decrease
fertility. Therefore it was diffieult to disentangle the impact of each of the
factors. However, some empirical evidence was given wherever posaihle. For instance,
improvement.s in health and implementation of efficient family planning programmes have
had a more important role in some counfries while in others, socic-economic
development is more eritical in reducing fertility.

211. He stressed the fact that governments wanting to moderate fertility should
include in their action programmes, which aim at improving maternal and child health
care and Family planning, programmes with particnlar emphasis an such aspects ag hirth
apacing, prolonged hreast feeding, fertility regulation, reduction of infant and child
mortality, motivation of the people through informaticn, education and compunication
programmes aiming at changing attitudes for small families. Delayved marriages for
women and improvement in their education and statns are seen as equally erucial. He
indicated that a comhination of improvements in the general socio-economic conditions
with other actions referred to ahove wonld hring about greater impact in reducing
fertility. The need for memher States to actively implement. the policies racommnended
hy the KPA was stressed once again. '

212. Tn the discussions that followed, a wnumher of participants appreciated the
quality of the document. Some of the issues or questions rvaised by participants
included information and motivation activities that had contribufed to svccessful
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programmes that led bta fartiiity declire in incia, snacifically with reference to
Kerala State; data on propertions of single, widowed and divorced women who conld
atfect the high nproportions of contraceptive use in Manritios; whether the
relationship hatween income and fertility was alwavs linear; whether a strategy on
adncation and information was necessary; naad for research stndies by the secretarial
on hoth demand and supply aspects ~f fertility:; and the impact of migration oh
fertitity.

213. Regarding the success story of Kerala State, in Tndia, the representative of
the secretariat emphasized that significant improvements in heaith, improvements and
expansion in edncation for the majority of the population which led to high
proportions of literate women, and availahility of family planming programmes ware
the major factors that led te lower fertility though Kerala State is one of India’s
poor States. With reference to the question on Manritins, he noted that Lhe dnoument
did not contain figures on proportion of single, widewed and divorced women who were
nsing contracention, hot such data wonld he made availsble. The aecretariat felt that
the high contraceptive use in Mauritine was not necessarily due to single, widowed and
divorced women. He explained that the relationship hetwaan income per capita and
fertiiity level was not always linear noting that below the threshold of the income
level, there was no relation while inceme per capita bayond the threshold s
associated with rapid declining fertility and at further ingrease in income, Perfility
may decline at a diminishing rate and reach a point vhere any further increase n

incoms may not have any influence om feartiltity,

214. He agreed on the naed for an, information educaticn commnnication {TEG)Y strategy
to ensurae that the population was well informed abont the relationship hetween
popiulation and davelopment and the benefit of having Khe nuwher of children that conld
he properly taken care of in torms of hasie needs like oducabtion, for example,
However, each country wonld he responsible tor the development of its own strategy
hased nn specific sccio—culiural and envirvonmental conditions. The secretariat took
note of research stiudies that 1ook at hoth the demand and suppiy factors affecting
fertility and nointed out that a siudy had been conducted in 1988 that deatt with the
demand azpect. That study was entitled "Social emltnral and legislafive factors
affecting family formation  and fartility in selected countries'
[RCA/POP/TP/RR/212.2)).  With reference fo migration as one of tha socic-economic
variahles affecting fertility, he pointed oot that in some counftries the ahsenca of
male papnlation for prolonged pericds Timita sexual intercourse and may thus TQWET
fertility. However, wome views were raised that migration of males may contrihute to
women using contraception during the ahsence of the hushands and hence affect
fertility alil the same. 1Tt was noted in the discnssions that where bath hushand and
wile migrate, they may nobt want fo have as many children as in the original place of
residence.  In such cases; migration may cortribote to redoce fartility.

Report on RIPS, TROED and CRERPON (agenda item 243

210. The Rirector of TFORD, referring to dacument B/RCA/PSD.6/22, presented the main
activitiea of the Tnstitute during the hienninm 1388-1989. Thirty-one students ont
of 34 were gradnated affer two years of training and 32 students have registered in
Netoher 1880, He furiher revealed thalt mest innovatiens thal tonk placa in the
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currienlnm following the recommendations of the Governing Council included individual
dissertations, more nee of compnters hy the stidents and the teaching of new subjects.

216. Other training and research activities of the Institute were presented. The
Institnte organized fonr training workshops on varions tepics like mother and child
healthk, training on research project design in sncial sciences, atatistical analysis
of fertility, ete. Forthermore, intensive resesrch had led fo nemercus puhlications
particularly in a naw series called "Medium Size Cities".

217. Regarding the future of TFORD, the Director recalliad the main recommendafions
of the re-striacturing mission, the report of which was sent to ali member States.
He invited participants fo nse their goad affices in order to stimnlate the reaction
of their respective governments on the recommendations of the mission and on the
ra—atructuring nlan.

218. He informed the Committee that improvement of the financial sitoation had
improved. However, while thanking the contriboting wemher States he wade an appeal
for all to contribute to the running of Lhe institnte.

219. For his part, the Nirector of RIPS presented s progress report on the Institate
faenaing en the following areas of activities undertaken dnring the bhienninm 1988~
1989: {a) formal training, (h) research, (c) dissemination of information and research
finding, and (d} advisery services. On formal training emphasis was placed on the
large numher of felleows {118} who participated in the MJA. {Popniation Studias) degree
programme during ithe reporting period. Aftention was drawn to the wide geographical
spread of the participants and their level of siceess atbained in the counrse.

220. Tt was further noted that signifieant strides had also heen made in Lraining
at the M. Phil. and Ph.D levels. Tnring the conrse of 1988 and 1389, 10 M. Phil.
theses hy fellows of the Trstitnte were examined by the Board of Gradunate Studies of
the University of Ghara. Of these, eight were uncorditionally pasaed, while the
remaining twn were "paszsed suhicect he corvections”.  The three candidates who were
registered for the Ph.D degree in 1386 had now completed their theses for assessment.
Two new candidates had also been enrolled and had commenced work on their theses.

221. Non-formal training in the form of ad _hoo training workasbrns and seminars were
organized for participants {rom member States, including past sindents of the
Institute. Fhe training activities comprised thres workshops/seminars on data quality
and evalunation and a colloquinm on the impact of family plarming programmes  in
anh-Saharan Africa,

222. Students of the TInatitebe andertook varied research activities for their
rfissertation and theses work. They =also undertnok nrimary research on internal
migration in Abetifi in 1987 and fertility in Mpraeso in 1983, Data from both anrveys
had been puhlished and aisn nserd by some students for writing their long essays. Note
was taken of a numher of continuing anatytical and methodological research activities
by the academic staff of the Tnatitnte. A wmajor primary field research completed hy
staff members was the Fertility Snrvey of Greater Acecra.  Work on processing and
‘analyzing the survey data had already started towards the eventual arganisstion of a
feed-bhack seminar later in 1990,
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223, Arising Trom the research and management activities were a numbher of publications
by staff and students. The list incinded RTPS Newsletter {4 isasnes): Oaccasional
Paper, No.4; Rihlingraphy Series (Nns. 1 and 2); RIPS Working Paper (Nos.4 and 5);
RIPS Ocrasional Puhlication {No.1); and Survey Series (Nos. 1 and 2).

224. Participants ware informed thalh the Tnstitute was recently assessed hy a UNFPA-
appointed independent evalunation mission from 18 to 26 Octoher 1989 for an assessment
of RTP] performance and from 21 ta 27 Novemher 1989 for evaluation of the Tnatitnte’s
computer facilifiies. Both reports are expected. The procedures for evaluation of the
Tnatitnte hy gradpating students was also outlined,

225h. The ohserver for CERPOD reviewed the activities of the Centre during the period
considered. These activities which are implemented in the framework of a five-year
ptan, include research, ongoing training, academic training, seminars and workshops,
scientific information and technical assistance.

226. For the future CERPOD intends to continne most of its activities and elaborate
a five-year plan, 1993-31397.

227. During the dehate, participants asked questions ahout the enllahoration hetween
African Eraining institotions, the differences in the currienlum hetween TFORD and
RTPS, on the follow-up of the graduates, the financial contribution expected from
memher States, the harmonization issues and a request for estahlishing a training
centre for African Portnguese~speaking conntries.

228. The directors responded to the mqueries of the participants.

229. The Birector of TFORD took note of the suggestion made regarding collahoration
with the Cairoe Demographic Centre and indicated that hoth insfitntions were already
exchanging publizations, He explained the differences in the aurricnla hy the
tradition estahliched hetween francophone and angliophone systems. He indicated that
other training activiies were either carried ont hy the Tnstitute or in collahoration
with other institutions. Forthermore, former graduates were followed up upen
regularly and an npdate file exists at thes Tnstitnte.

230. The ohserver for CERPOD indicated that the five-year programme is adopted hy
the member States, that the projects are implemented in co-aperation with them.
Seventy-five per cent of research projects are implemented hy national inatitutions
or fellows. Research dissemination seminars are also organized in the member States.

231. ¥n the discussion on RIPS, the Director indicated that the M.A. 12-month
programme is designed for government employees who are expected to resume their
activities after training. Fellaws with outatanding performance in this programme
can register for the M. Phil. 18-month programme upon agreement. of their respective
governments.  Furthermore, on recommendntions of the iiniversity of Ghana and RIPS
some fellows whn completed M. Phil. could enrol for the Ph.D three-year programme.
On other activities of the Tnstitnte, the Director explained that research programmes
are undertaken hy the staff, either individually or in collahoration with students
snpervised hy them. Most of the studies are pubhlished and made availahle to other
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institutions. Some of them are presented at workshops or seminars attended also hy
past RIPS stndents. :

232. In responding to gqueries regarding evalnation and monitoring activities of RTPS,
the Director ohbserved that fellows completing their stndies alse fill evalnation
reports, which are reviewed hy the Governing Conncil. Furthermore, UNFPa, as the main
funding agency, in collaboration with RCA evalnates regularly the Institote. The
report of such exercise is alsn suhmitted to the Council. He welcomed the suggestion
for a avstem of evaluating past students in their post-fraining activitiea. However,
the Institnte maintains mailing addresses for all farmers stndents of RTPS.

233. The Chief of the FECA Popnlation Division thanked the participants for

congratulating tha Directors of the Tnstitvtes. He invited them fo enanre that
contributions to the Institntes are reflected in the budgets of their respective
conntries, On the issne of harmonization he recalled the decision by the FKCA

Conference of Ministers that each Tnstitnte remains separate. Nonetheless, RTPS and
TFORN collabarate closely through seminars, exchange of publications and high-level
meetings of Directors of hoth Tnstitutes. Similar collaboration exists hetween RIPS
and the Cairo Demographic Centre.

234. On the creation of a centre for Portuguese-speaking countries, he indicated that
FECA had in the past mandated the Population Division to contemplalte this posaibility.
But in view of some difficnltines it was at that time not possible to open such centre.
However, in view of progress achieved by the Portuguase-speaking countries gince
independence and in view of the emerging need, the possibility conld he envisaged.
The meeting took note of past efforts by ECA. The Director of RIPS indicated that his
Tnstitute was availahle to collaborate in the teaching of fellows from these
commtries, save the Tangnage difficnlties.

Report. on popniation activities (1988-1989), review of approved programme of work
(1990-1951) and consideration of draft work programme {1992-1993) and medium-term plan
(1992-1987) (agenda ttem 2h).

235. In presenting docnment.s B/FCA/PSD.6/24 and E/ECA/PSD.6/24/Add. 1, a representative
of the secretariat described FCA popnlation activities for the hiennia 1988-1989 and
1990-1891 and the proposed work programme (1392-1993), as well as the draft medium-
term plan {1992-1997).

236. During the period 1988-1989 the population programme continued o comprise three
subprogrammes. Tn addition, the Population Division execnted the following main
IINFPA-funded projects: Regional demographic advisory services, one component. of
CERPOD, TFORD, POPIN-AFRTCA and RTPS.

237. The 1990-1991 appraved work programme puts emphasis on studies related to
mortality, infant and childhood mortality, migration and urbanization, refugee
problems, the impact of family planning and its evaluation, popnlation policies and
methodolngy of integration of demographic variahles in the planning process.

938. The 1992-1997 medinm-term plan is being submitted to the General Assemhly of
the United Nations. The FCA popnlation programme has become one subprogramme by
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itself. The strategy and the ohjectives of the pian take into account the changing
neetds of the membher States.

239. The ohserver for GEPED presented the five main activities of the Centre:
strengthening and developing nethodology of data collection and analysis, a vital
registration programme, studies  on  population dynamics, stodies on  the
interrelationship hetween popniation and development, (health, family...), training
and research fellow visits, decumentation. He then gave a hrief account of the CEPED
ontputs, L

240. During the debate, participante congratulated the Population Division for the
auality of the services rendered to memher States and for its efficiency. Snggestions .
were also made with a view to enriching the work programma, like condneting studies
on infant and maternal mortatity, stafns and conditions of women and their effects on
economic  and  social  development, effect of female migration on fertility,
interrelationship between nopnlation growth and environment in Africa, ete,

241, The representative of the secretariat indicated that note was duly taken of the
pertinent. snggestions and the work programme wonld he revisad in the Tight of the new
needs of memher States, given the availability of resonrces. He recalled that
mortality was already a priority for the Papnlation Division, but limited resonrces
made it diffienlt to increase activities in the Field. He also recalled the
contribution of ECA in the methodolngy of mortality surveys and encouraged countries
to make more use of it. He recognized the need for complementary sludies on the
topics suggested.

242. Before adjourning the session on agenda item 25, the Chairman invited the
aecrefariat, at the veguest of participants, to present. the fechnical background
paper FE/RCA/PSD.G6/TP/8 which highlights the wmethodological and technological
innovations in the areas of demographic data collectinn, processing and analysia,

243. Tn presenting the paper, the representative of the secretariat brought to the
attention of the meeting the vast and varied quantity of data collected in the
censnses in Africa and the need for fuller exploitation of information availahle.
Tt was pointed out that even fhongh several methods are availabie for the evaluation
and analysis of the demographic data, there was need for adaptation and modification
of the available technianea to respond ta the data sitnation in the continent.
Several of these were presented in a workhook published by ECA/RTPS based on a
training workshop held at RIPS for English-spraking conntries. A similar workshop has
also been held for French-apeaking conntries and the workhook hased on this is in
prenaration. Tt was mentioned that in order teo aperationalize some of the new
methods, appropriate software is heing developed and will he utilized in a warkshop
scheduled to he heid af RIP3 in July/Augnst 1290,

244, Muring discussions ths fuestion of standardization of nomenclature, the
possibhility of use of nre-coded miastionnaires and of audio-visnal aide and other
electronic media in data collectien was raiged. The participants also felt that
there was need for FCA to organize more workshops to effectively disseminate these
new methodologies and technignes.
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245. Tn reply, the representative of the secretariat said that even thongh it was
useful fo have standardized definitions of terms and terminologies, it should not
affect data quality becanse of the known variations heftween countries and even within
1argp conntriea in such guestions as marital status, hovaehold, efta. He admitted that
pre-coded questionnaires certainly wonld reduce data rnIIO(t1nn time, but shnu]d be
planned properly and used carefnlly to avoid loss of information as has hﬁpn nated in
some conntries which tried such dadges. He welcomed the suggestion to organize more
workahops on varions aspects of data collection and analysis and informed the meeling
that a swbregional training workshop on use of micro-compnters in data evalnation and
analysis is planned in 1990 for Fnglish-speaking countries fo he followed by one in
1991 for French-speaking cowntries. T1 was suggested that perhaps in 13992 there
shoilld be a regional training workshop embracing all countries in the continent to
congider the fuller exploitation and interpretation of the data experted to he
available as the 1990 round of censuses are completed aronnd 1995. The mannals and
software bheing produced for the workshops in 1990 and 1991 will he continuonsty
npdated to reflect the changing needs and data situstion in the continent.

246. The representative of the secretariat read a message from the Director of the
Inited Nations Popnlation Division, who is refiring. The meeting invited the
secretariat to express to him its appreciation for his active participation in paat
sessions and for his concerns and interest in popnisation issues related to Africa.

Adaoption of the repoft (agenda item 26}

247. The Committee adopted its report as well as the following:

Conclusions and recommendations

248. Tn =summary, the Demography Committee deliberated on five substantive agenda
items. (On agenda item 21, it noted that despite time-apecific improvements, the
observed age-sex data were sEil]l inacenrate particnlarly in countries of the West
and Rastern African subregions. Suggestions were then made to ensnre hetter age-sex
data quality; emphasis was also placed on the need to estahlish and/or improve upon
exiasting vital registration systems.

249. On agends item 22, the national peopulation programmes of selented membhar States
were reviewed nsing as an analytical framewsrk the "guidelinea" developed by the
aecretariat for integrating population fTactors in development planming. The review
provided some basis for guiding future ’integration’ hy memher States.

250. On agenda item 23, the importance of simnifaneous implementation of popnlation
and socio-economic development programmes was stressed as a possihle venune for
effecting reductions in the levels of fertility and in the rapid popnlation growth
rates of member States.

251, On agenda item 24, progress reports on RTPS, TFORD, and CFRPOD were presented
alongside related operational constraints. The need to recognize the usefnl role of
these Tnstitutes was stressed together with the related issnes of providing continued
funding for their effective operations.
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252, On agenda item 25, the work nrogrammes of the secretariat were reparted and
appraised for the periods 1988-1989, 1990 -1991 and 199Z-1093.

953. The Committee then noterd with satisfaction that, on an increasing scale, African
conntries were recognizing the importance of incorporating popnlation factors in their
national development plans, particularly Fallowing the adoption of the KAP. Tn this
context, the Conmitiee made Tthe following recnmmengations:

African conntries shonld continue theie compitment 1o impiement.  the
recommendalions contained in the KPA. 1n particular, those countries which
have not vet. formnlated relevant policies io centain their populafion
problems, as identified, were urged to do s0. Accordingly, the Commiitee
nrger:

(a} Countries to make greater nse of the "giiidalines” for operationalizing such
integration;

{(h}) Countries to ensure carefni selection and training of their field sarvey
ataff, as well as more jndicions choice of questions {on age) and minimization of
coverage errors; there was also the need to estahlish and/or improve vital
regiatration systems;

(¢} Countries to draw from the "existing and known' success atories while
formulating implementation strategies for their popnlation policien;

(d} The secretariaf to place greater emphasis on policy- -oriented stndies related
to the cansal interrelationshins betwesn child/saternal mortality and fertility levels
as well as the need to address siuch canses;

(@) The secretariaf, in liaison with fthe regional training institntes and ather
interested agencies, to ﬂrgnnIZP 4 regional seminar on popniation growth dynamics;

(F} The secretariat to organize workshops on methodologies and technigues in
population data enllection, analysis and utilizatien af findings in socio—economic
development.;

{g) The searetariat, in consultation with Lhe Portugnese-speaking countries,
to eatahiish a middie-level braining centra in demography:

{h) The secretariat, throngh its POPTN-AFRICA activities, to promote the
development of TREC programmes simnltaneonsly with identification of permanent
atructnres/facilities for creating population information within the framework of
the integration process;

(i) UNFPA to increase its funding of the regional advisory services of the FCA
Population NDivision; and

{j) The ECA Fxecntive Secretary to take up the matter of financing the regional
training institutes with African Heads of State and Government.
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TNFORMATION SCTRRCE COMMTTTER

Rlection of officers (agenda item 27)

2hi. The following officera were elected:

Chairperson: Mr. Philin T. Wachiaya, Kenysa
First vice-chairperaon: Mr. B. A, Mahiza, Tanzania
Second vice-chairperson: Mr. Gorfn Asefa Damte, Ethiopia
Rapporteur: Mr. Tayemu Masikini, Malawi

Progreas  renort. on egshahlishment, of PADTE notwork of national, subragional and
institutional participating centres {agenda item 28)

255. A representative of the secratarial presented document. F/RCA/PAN.GE/25 hearing
the same title as thr agenda item. Tt was reported thab siuce the writing of the
Aacument., the rumber of naticnal! participating centres {NPCs) had incraased by another
fonur, hringing the actnal nomher of NPCa fo 32. A liat of the four additional centres
was distrihnted. A brief introduction to the PADNTS network was given, outlining the
different elements of the network inclnding the NPCs, suhregional centres {8Cs), and
subregional and regional institietional participating rentres {TPCs).

286. The Committee was informed that among the bhenefits nelwork members raceived
were: advisory services, internships abt PADIS, and training of =taff in PADIS
methadologies, hibhlicgraphic data hase management and management of dacunmentation and
informatinon centres. NPCs alao receivad information in printed form as well as data
from the PADTS informetion system downloaded on diskettea and hapes. The
responsihilities of network members were to exchange information with the network
antdt to utilize the PADTS norms and standards for docpmentation and information. Tt
was also expected that a NPC should have sufficient manpower to act as a national
focal point in the network, that the centre shonld bhe operational, that the physical
infrastructure shomld he in place and that intformation shonld be processed actively.
The issue of compatibility of equipment. was alsn discnssed.

257. The representative of the linited Repnblic of Tanzania annonmeed thab his country
wonld shortly nominate a NPC to join the PADTS network. Ruestions wers raised about
the possihility of PANTS assistance in equipment and capitai davelapment.. While this
wrs not possihle, PADTS could help in formuiating project documents and identify
prospective donors from whom anch assistance might he obtained.

258. Several participants raised the issue of theineed to accelarnte the pace of
develaopment of both national and subregional centres. The Exerutive Secretary was
asked to nse his good offices to encovrage member States to move more rapidly in this
area. Diplomatic channels in Addis Ahaba should be usad, it was noted, to comminicate
information ahoni the network.
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Report on PADIS activities {1988-1989), review of approved work programme (1980-1991),
consideration of draft work nrogramme (1992-1993), and medinum-term plan 1992-1997
(agenda item 28}

289. A representative of the secretariat presented document R/RCA/PSD.6/26 hearing
tha title of the agenda item which detailed PANTS activities during the bienninm 1988~
1988 including the delivery of training, advisory services and other forms of
technical co-operation for RECA member States; data hase development, networking, nser
services, saervicing of legislative and other meetings including expert groups,
mdertaking of studies and issusnce of puhlications. 71 was noted that the 1980-1991
wark programme would continue to be financed from extrabudgetary sources. However,
there were nresently no provisions for continmation of posts hevond 1980. The draft
programme of work for 1382-1993 which derived from the medium~term plan for 1992-1997
was also discussed.

260, Tn discussion of this item, several participants noted positively the increase
in the namher of NPC from 11 to 32 during the periad under review and the suhstantial
services rendered to member States despite the Timited resources at PADTS' disposal.
PADTS, however, was urged to make NPCs aware of their need to supply information to
the regional co-operative system, especially in cases where the focal points were not
themgelves information producers. Questions were raised ahout the filling nf the post
of director of PADTS. The mecting was informed that steps were heing taken hy the ECA
Administration to have this poet filled as soon as poasihle.

261. Participants wanted to know why it had taken so long for PADIS to receive
financing from the regular huadget of the United Nations. The representative of the
serretariat detailed the snbhmissions that had heen made hy ECA to the General Assemhly
requesting some professional posts to he financed by the regnlar budget. While they
wara unsucaasafiul for the present hiennium, asanrances had heen given that in the
event that continuing extrabudgetary resonrces were not secnred, core posta could be
financed from contingency funds.

262. The prohlem of UNDP financing of PARIS in 1991 and during its fifth programming
cyele (1992-1997) wa= also raised. Participants felt that, in view of PADIS’ efforts
in Africa to create an information system that was assisting African conntries in
their development processes, UNDP and other deonors shonld consider favourahly
continned support to PADIS. The Comnitter decided to draw up a recommendation on this
roncern,

263. Other suggestions were also made to enhance the impact of PADTS? activities in
African member States, such as frequent miasions to the memher countries. The
importance of this suggestion was noted, although ikts realization was limited hy
resounrce constraints. Tn this sitnation, PADNIS was urged to nse all availahle means
of commmication to deliver its message to member States. Participants noted their
responsihility to raise the awareness of their respective commtries on the importance
of the information component of development. PANTS’ efforts were applanded in the
promotion of information and infarmation technology policies. 1t was noted that a
PADTS regional seminar had led to the adoption of an infarmation policy in one country
of the region.
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264. Questions were also raised ahout the PADTS-STAT data base, and details were
given on the efforts to effect its portability to microcomputers.

The nse of microcomputers in documentation and information centres in Africa {agenda
item 29 (a)] :

265. The Committee amended its agenda to consider as (a) under this agenda item
document, B/RCA/PAN.6/TP/4 "The nse of microcomputers in documentation and information
centres in Africa", presented by the secretariat. The document. was hased on a
aquestionnaire sarvey of documentation and infarmation centres in Afvica which npdated
a survey nmdartaken in 1988 which had heen presented to the fifth session of the Joint
Conference. Tn discussion of this sub-item, participanta noted that the doenment
underiined the continning need of member States for services PANIS counld provide.
PADTS, it was noted, could help to alleviate the literature famine in Africa through
provision of its nser services to parficipating centres and their nodes. The need for
more training in microcomputer use was emphasized, provided that. it was compatibie
with locally available equipment. Particinants stressed the burden on themselves as
professionals to ensnre that micracomputers increased productivity in their coumtries.

266. The problem of computer virnses was discussed, a phenomenon to which Africa was
particularly vulnerahle in light of its resource shnrtages. The representative of the
secretariat said that each wonld try ho commimicate early warnings of such virnses tn
its network. TInformation was also provided on the dissemination of CD-ROM technology
in the region. Tn view of the generally critical shartage of manpower in informatics
and information science, participants stressed the need to profit from those countries
in the region which were better provided in this regard. In the development of
information policy, it was noted that all components of the information industry,
including the mass media, had to be included in arder for development. information to
reach the grass-raots.

Any other hnsiness [agenda item 29 {h}]

267. Information was requested on progress made in establishing a Master of
information Science programme at Addis Absba lniversity. Participants asked that
they be kept ahreast of developments on this programme throngh the PADNTS newslatter
and information sent to member States. PADTS was nrged to estahlish a programme of
familiarization tours for network members to visit its facilities. Tn addition to
reports on the PANTS nefwork, on techniecal assistance and on the utilization of
information technology in the Africa region, the Committee requested an agenda item
at ite 1892 weeting on resonrces of national information centres/services in Africa.

Adoption of report (agenda item 30)

268, Affer discnssion and approval of amendments, the Committee adopted its report. and
A recommendation on improving information flows in the African region.
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RESUMED PILEKARY

Any obher businsag {agenda item 31)

269, The President of the African Statistical Association (AFSA)} informed the meeting
about. the background and activities nf the Association, formed in 1981 under the
aunanices of the Joint Conference and the ECA Conference of Ministers. He noted that
the Assnciation currently has a menmbhership af 00, drawn from African statisticians
and other related professionals interested in the devalopment of statistics in the
continent.. He ifnld tha meeting thalt AFSA alsa provides a link between national
statistical associations. Ths Association had published three newsiebters and that
a secientific jonrnal was ahout to be eatahlisghed. The Assnciation’s First Scientific
Conference, heid in abuja, Nigeria, in 1389, was attended by statisticians from the
entire continent. The second anch conferance ia planmed to he held in Morocen in
either 1991 or 1992.

270. The meeting appreciated the initiative by the secretariat to involve African
economiats in fthe sixth session of the Conference to interact with planners and other
disciplines. An appeal was made to contirmie the invalvement of these African
inteilectuals in Tutnre meetings of the .Joint Conference.

Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the seventh gscasion_af the Joink
Conference {agenda item 32)

271. A representative of the secretariat introduced the docnment entitled "snggested
agenda items for PAN.T". Tn the discnssion, the imnortance of including plensry items
on women, refugees and food aid was shressed. Additions were also made and
corrections noted fo the proposed agenda for the spheommittees. As amended, fthe
following draft provigional agenda was adopted:

PLENARY
1. Opening addrass.
2. Flection of officers.
3. Adoption of agenda.
1. Statistical ragrirements for monitoring and evalunating shart-term policy

reforms and lorig-tern development programmes.
0. The nse of information fLectnnlogy in the African region.

6. FCA technicsl assisbance in planning, =tatistics, demngraphy and infarmation
science, -

7. Review of social and economic conditions in Africa, 1990-1997, with special
consideration af:

{a) The role of women in the recovery procass;
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(h) The status of refugees and their impact on socio-economic development.;

{e) The role of food aid as a source of investment within the
socin-ecaonamic plans.

8. Progress report of follow-ap on AAV-SAP. -
9. Report on follow—-up activities on FCA MAGrO-economi ¢ modelling of AAT-5AP.

10. Assessment. of national experiences in  the implementation of the
recommendsations of the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action (#P4).

PLANNTNG COMMITTEER .
11, Rlention of offirers.
12. TIntegration of the informal sector in overall development process.
13. A atudy on macro-economic managemenk and planning in Africsa.

14. Report on the progress of the inplementation of short-term forecasting
gystems in some African countrins,

5. Studies on poliny inatruments of AAF-SAP in the determination of appropriate
exchange rates in African countries.

16. Report of +he Institute for Economic Deveiopment and Planning.

17. Report on  FCA planning activitios (1990-1991), review of approved work
programme (1992-1993) and consideration of draft work programme {(1994-19385).

18. Adoption of the report.
STATISTICS COMMTTTER
19, Election of officers.

20. The plan of action far statistical development in African conntries in the
1990s: progress and prohlens in its implementation.

21. Tmplementation of International Trade Comwodity Classifications {ITGCY in
African conntries,

22. Priorities for energy statistics in Africa (with special emphasis on new
and renewahle sonrces of energy statistics).

23. Progress on the revision of the United Nations System of National Accounts
(SNA).




24,

2h.

2.

a6.

3.

32.

33.

24,

AR,

36.

37.

34.

39.
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Tntegration of economic, social and environmental statistics: sources and
methods.

Report, on programme implementation by the Statisties Division (1990-1991),
review of approved work programme {1992-1993) and consideration of draft
work programme (1994-19957},
Adoption of the renort.

NEMOGRAPHY COMMTTTEE

Flection of officers.

4 study of interrelationships befween intant/childhood mortality and
fertility levels: thetr policy implications for ECA memher States.

A study on assessment of urban in-migration policies in selected ECA member
States.

Report on ECA regional training and research institutes,
Tdentification of ohstacles, prohiems and  suggested aolutions  for
self-reliant development and sustainahiiity of mnational population

information facilities in RCA memher States.

Updating of knowledge of African population size and dynamics - highlights
from the 1280 and 1290 rounds of Censuses in FOA memher States.

Report on programme implementation hy the Population Diviaion (1990-1391),
review of approved work programme {1992-1933) and consideration of draft
work programme (1994-1995).
Adaption af the report.

INFORMATTON SCTENCE COMMTTTER
Fleaction of officers.
Report on progress in the estabhlishment of the PADTS network.
Report on Programme Tmplementation by PADTS (1990-1991}), review of approved
work programme (1992-1893) and considerainion of araft work programme
{1994-1595).

Resources of national information centres/services in Africa.

Adaption of the report.
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RESUMED PLENARY
40. Other hnsiness.

41. Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the eighth sassion of
the Joint Conference.

12. Review of Committee deliherations and summary of main conclusions.
43. Report of the Sympnsium of African Kconomists on AAF-SAP.

44, Adoptian of the report of the Joint Conference to the FCA Conference of
Ministers,

Review of Committee delibarations and summary of main conclusions {agenda item 33)

272. Under this agenda item, the four Committees tiriefly reported on the content and
onteome of their delibherations. A numher of resolntions and the Addis Ababa Plan of
Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s were also adopted for
consideration by the FOA Conference of Ministers. These are annexed fo the present
raport.

Report. of the aympnosinm of African economists on AAR-SAP (agenda item 34)

273. Thig report was presented under agenda item 33,

Adophion of the report of the Joint Conference to the FCA Conference of Miniuters
{agenda item 353)

274. The Jaint Conference adopted its draft report and resoluticns for submission to
next FCA Conference of Ministers. Before adionrning. it adopted a motion of thanks
to the Government of Ethionia for the facilities provided ko the participants anri
congratulated the arganizers of the Conference.
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NDraft, resolntion on

Improving information flows in the African region

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolntion 498 (X1¥) of 26 May 1984 on the Pan African
Documentation and Tnformation System in Africa,

Recalling alsg its reanintion 600 (XXTT1) of 24 April 1987 on information systenms
development in Africa,

Bearing in mind ita resolntion GRR (XX1V) of 7 Aprit 1989; on strengthening
informatinn systems in Africa,

Noting with satisfaction PADTS's nerformance in the delivery of technical
asaistance to member States in the period sinece the last aession of the joint
conference,

Appreciative of PADIS’s efforis in creating an information system to assist
African memher States in their development processes,

Noting with concern the precarions situation of the hnlk of PADIS’s funding for
technical assistance which ia presently achednled to end on 31 Decemher 1930,

Recognizing the need for adeguate fraining in the reginn in current information
technology,

Concerned by the small numher of wp-fo-date office avtomation eguipment at FCA
to he used to service African memher States,

1. Commends memher States which have recently nominated or which are in the
process of designating national participating centres in the PADTS network;

2. Reminds participating centres of their responsibilities to the network,
including the contribution of information;

3. Urges governments which are hosting subregional centres to accelerate the
procesa of their establishment;

4. Strongly urges UNDP to ensnre the contimiation of PADIS technical assistance
activities on bhehalt of memher States hy supplementing its allncation to project
RAF/86/083 to permit the continuntion of professional and administrative staff through
the Fifth (vcle;

5. Urges African memher States to consider PADTS in their pledges to the United
Nations Trust Fund for African Development;
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f. Appeals to hilateral and other muitilateral donaors to consider support fo
PADTS;

7. Requests the FRxecntive Secretary to explore further wavs and means of
securing regniar hndget posts for PADIS; :

R. lirges United Nations Headquarters to provide the RCA secretariat with the
necessary affice automation equipment for its noptimal functioning and servicing of
tta memhiz» States.
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Draft resolution on the future of THRP

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 669 (XXTV) on the futnre funding of TDEP,

Recalling the Special Memorandum of the Governing Council of TDEP,
Considering the record of TDEP in the training of African planners and
development. specialists,

Considering the contimiing and growing need of African governments for the
services of INRP in the fieids of training, research and advisory services,

Copsidering that TDEP is the onty regional institute able to provide tfraining
and research services to all the member States of the Commission, considering the
decision taken by UNDP to withdraw its supnort to the aore activities of IDEP hy the
end of 1990,

Noting with great distress thal the continuous and large shortfall in member
States’ contributiona to TDEP will inevitably force its closure in February of this

year 1f no remedial action is taken;

1. Lrgently appeals to Lhe memher States of FOA to:

{a) Tmmediately pay to IDEP their contribution for 1990 and their arrears for
T9R9;

() Pay hack to IDEP all their remaining arrears according to a schedule to be
arranged with the management of TDRP;

{e) Pay their regular annual contribution to TNEP in a2 timely manner under
arrangements to he determined with the management. of INEPR;

2. Appeals to UNDP to help the Tnstitute to survive its present. financial
crigis and in particnlar to:

(a) Quickly set up the evaluation micsion announced in October 19R9;

(b} Give its full backing to the short-term training programme and to the
research and advisory activities of TDED;

(e} Continne its support to tie restructured activities of TDEP bevond 1990;

3. Appeals to the Executive Secretary of RCA fo continue his eurrent efforts
to include the core activities of IDEP in the regular hudget. of the Commission;

4. Urges the Governing Gouncil of TDRP ta promptly undertake to streamline
and rationalize the nse of resonrces at the Institute.




N/RCA/FSD.6/27
Anneax TTT

ANNEX T17

Draft resolution on
Future of the African demographic training institntes

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly decision 37/44 of 21 Decemhar 1982 which anprover
the satatutes of the two African demographic training institutes: the Regional
Institnte For Ponniation Studies {RIPs)} and the Tnstitat de formation =t de recherche
démographigues (TFORD},

Recalling ajsn its resoiution 289 (XTX) of 26 May 1984 which took note of the
precarions financial state of the Inatitutes dioe to the insufficiency and irregularity
of econtrilmticns received Trom their member States,

considering the intention of ‘UNFPA to progressivei; iradice its Finanaing of the

BRARALLLELLLEDSNLAY Y

institutes as approved by resolabion B4/21 of the Fund’s Governing Council,

Recalling further its resolution 62 (XX11T) of 15 April 1988, which urged
African Governments to continue their support of the institutes and tn strengthen
thig by paving their arrears as well as paving their future annual confributions
regulariy.

Fullv convinced thab the idea of restructuring RTPS and TFORD as required by
resolution A77 {¥X¥) of 19 April 1986 is highly contingent on the payment of
contribntions by member Stoles,

1. (alls the attention of African Governments to the fact that failure to pay
contrihutions to the institutes might nompel them fto close downg

2. Irgeas African Governments Lo assume full responsibility for the fofare
anrvival of the instiftnites;

3. Appeals to all African Governments to provide aderquate financial support
to the institutes for their proper functicning:

1. Fxpresses its deep appreciation to the Execnfive Director of the United
Nations Popnlation Fund for Fhe valunahle aupport being accorded to the institutes;

5. FExpresses also its profoond gratitvde to hont commtries, African and other
governments and internatinnal organizations who have heen supporting the institutes
administratively and Financially and calls upon them £o confinue their support.
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Draft resolotinn_on
improving technionl fagilities at I°0

The Conference of Miniaters,

Kocognizing the need for providing adeapnate aanipment and training in the region

in current. intformation fechnolagy,

Concerned ahout the pancity of up-to-date affice automaticn and computing

s

equipment at KOA,

Frrther concerncd abait, the consbraints Fhis situabion imposes on RKCA to properly
asaist African membar Statas in enhancing their planning and monitoring capacities,

lirges the Secretary—denaral of the United Nations to nrovide the FCA secretariat
with the necessarvy office antomation and compii-” eauipment for its optimal
functioning and {or adequately serving member Shares.
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Nraft rosolution on the Addis Ahaha
Plan nf Acticn for Statistical Development im Africa in Lhe 1530s

The Conferance of Ministers,

Recalling its resolntion 469 (YVITT) of 2 May 1983 entitled "African Statishical
Services",

Considering the importance of the role of statistica in formulating, wonitoring
and evalnating ongoing programmes on ecaononic policy reforms,

Considering further that the atrategy for the provision of relevant and timely
statistical informalion should receive serions attention,

Neting that a numher of African statisfical services are not yet ahle to supply
this information in a satisfactory and timely mammer becanse of =ignificant’
interrelated constraints which had been identified during the assessment of
statistical capacitiea of memhear States carried out within the framework of the

praoject. on "Mata collection related io development programmes and aid-Flows in
Africa,

Taking note of the repors of the sixth session of the Joint (onference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demcgraphers,

1. Adopts the Addis Abaha Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa
in the 1990s;

2. Urges Goverrments of fthe region to nse the Plan of Action as a framework
for statistical develonment in their respective countries, to take necessary measures
to strengthen their national institntional aapahilities in the statistical field and
to promote dialogue between prodocers and ugers;

3. Recommenda that the linited Nations and its specialized agencies shonld
continne existing effarts to ensure co-crdination of technical co-operation activities
in al aspects of guantitative information

4.  Appeals to inltergovernmental agencies, mnltilateral and hilateral donor
ingtitutions to continue and further strengthen their assistance in the stabistical
field in the region, in the context of the Addis Ahaba Plan of Action for Statistics)
Nevelopment. in Africa in the 1980s;

5. Requests the Exeoustive Secretary of the Commission to take necessary action
to assist governments of the region in the impiementation of the Plan of Action.
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ANNTS ABAPA PLAN OF ACTION FOR STATTSTICAL
DEVELOBMENT TN AFRTICA IN THE 19903"

PREAMRT.F

The ECA {onferpnce of Ministers,
Reviewing the development of statistics in Africa over the last 30 years,
Reviewing the current statistical capacities in African conntries,

Reviewing major factors governing snacess and failure of the performance of
natiaonal statistical services,

Stresaing the strategic role of quantitative analysis for improving decision-
making for sustainahle development,

Mindful that data demands to formnlate, monitor and evaluabe policy reforms and
development plans are increasing,

Noting with great concern the continuning low profile accorded fo national
statistical services and deteriorating conditions of service,

Cancerned ahout a lack of consideration of national plans and priorities as well
as some duplication in internationally sponsored statistical development programmes,

Reaffirming the collective commitment of African Planners, Statisticians and
Demographers to aceelerate self-reliant, sccial and economic development for the
well-heing of African peoples,

Adopts the following Pian of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in
the 1990s.

* Draft adopted hy the Sixth sessinn of the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographera and suhmitted for consideration
and adoption to the ECA Conference of Ministers.
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PRINCTPLES AND ORIRCTIVER
Pringiples
Qtalistics is a vital tool in national development. planning.
African statigticnl sarvices need to hecome Tnlly ceif-reliant,

Statistical programmes shonld respond to African Governments commitment to
self-reliant development.

International co-operation and support in the field of statistics should
respond to priorities and programmes of National Statistical Services (NSS).

Adequate and reijahle statistics are 2 prerequisite for designing,
monitoring and avainating prejects.

Tnereased communication at all ftimes betwaen nsers and produncers of
atatistics is ap important resonrce in itaelf which, once started, wonld
generate additional vesowrces through the attractiveness of its prodoet.

Any improvement of the atatiatical system constitnies an integral part of
econonic and social development.,

FCa shonld he reengnized as the key vegional institution responaibhle for
the development and promotion of staristics in Africa.

Ohiectives
To sachieve self-sufficiency in statistical production, including  the
craation of a cosprehensive national statistical data base by the end of the

century.

To improve the relizbility and relevance of data produced in African
comtries.

Te undertake production of data required for formilating, monitaring  and
evalnating programmes designed to  restrichtiore and  tranaform African

economi es.,

To imprave the timaiiness in the production and dizssmination of statiskical
information.

Ta increase awareness among nsers of stabistical information.

To strengthen ang sustain statistical training programmes at various levels
and institutions.
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7. To promote contact and dialogne among African Statisticians,
B. To encourage improvement. in the organizational set-up of the National
Statistical Services {NSS) and assure its antonomy.
9. To improve co-ordination of all statistical development programmes at. hoth
national! and international levels.
RECOMMENDNATIONS
A. TO GOVERNMENTS OF MEMRER STATES OF FCA
1. A higher priority should be accorded to statistical activities and atatistics

shonld be seen as central to the formulation of plans and strategies.
Adequate funding should be provided for statistical achtivities.

Agsistance shonld he provided in the esstablishment of a Statistical Development.
Fiund with contributiona from the pubiic as well as the private sector.

Governments shonld ensure that the legiglation governing the statistical services
in their countries assures their ntmost effectiveness.

RCOWAS’s 18 November should he adopted as African Statistics Dayv in order to
increase pnhlic awareneas for the important role which atatistics play in  all
aspects of social and economic life.

African Governments are urged to continue tao give support to the African
Statistical Association (AFSA}.

Organization of =statistical services

7.

The organizational structure of the National Statistical Services shonld be
examined carefully and, where mnecesasary, restriuctured in order to meet the
various data needs.

Tn arder to attract and retain suitahle manpower Governments are urged to develop
attractive schemes of service for statisticians.

Work programmne

The National Statistical Services {NSS) shonld prepare longer-term statistical
development. programmes (e.g., 5 or 10 years) in the context. of national
development plans. Such programmes shonld serve as a gnide and framework for
annual ar hiemial national statistical work programmes.
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10. A bndget document. showing details of inputa and final ontpnts to he delivered
by the National Statistical Services (NSS} should ha prepared for each financial
year. '

Statigtical committees

11. Countries are requested to aset up national! statistical coiméils composed of
senior civil servants, representatives of universities, NGOs and the private
sector, Such a council shonld act as an advisory hoard on policy matters
relating to. statistical matters. . ’

12.  User/produocer and producer/producer committees should he reactivated in conntries
where they exisf or shonld he initiated in conntries where they do not exist.
These committees enakle exchange of views regarding development of statistics,
nses of available statiatics and the setting up of priorities for the comntry’s
statistical antivities.

Establishment, of statistical prioritiesn

13, Tn accordance with the Lugos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, Nationa)
Statistical Services (NS8) should consider the following as priority areas in
future statistical programmes: food andagriculture, industry, homan resonrces,
transport and communications, trade and finance, environment, energy, women and
development., poputation and development and the informal sector.

Statistical training

14. National Statistical Services (NSS} and statistical training institutions at
the national level shonld organize apecialized short-term training conrses in
statiakics.

15. National statistical offices are urgad to prepare and implement, statistical
development programmes which wonld heln them ta Tully utilize availahte training
facilities.

16, The linkage of National Statistical Services (NSS) with statistica! and other
ftraining institutions shonld bhe enconraged, where abgent., and strengthened,
where it exists,

17.  All governments should give sopport to centres participating in the Statistical
Training Programme for Africa {STPA).

Seminars
18. National seminars covering specific or hroad areas with rarticipation drawn from

government. as well as research and training institntions shonld bhe organized on
a regnlar hasis and should he included in the programme of work.
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Nata quality and dissemination

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24.

Tn order to improve the qnality of information colleated, National Statistical
Services (NS8) are requested to consider sething up in their offices an
organizational unit on methords and standards.

National Statistical Services (NSS) uare ursed to ascertain that data are
published with minimum delay.

As research is a vital element in statistical development, National 3tatistical
Services (NS8) are enconraged to include research az an integral part of their
gtatistical activities.

B, TO TNTERNATTONAT, ORGANTZATTIONS

UNDP and other mnltilateral and hilateral agencies are nurged to enhance the
scope and implementation of the ongoing Stakistical Development Praogramme for
Africa {(8SNPA) and other programmes, respectively.

More effective use shonld he made of the Joint Conference of African Planners,
Statisticians and Demographers, of the United Nations ACC Snb-Committee on
Statistical Activitiea and the Statistical Commission as institutional
arrangements to imprave co-ordination among international agencies.

ECA shonld take the initiative to convene a working group meeting to further
review and elaborate on the principles, obiectives and recommendations of this
Plan of Action and formulate detailed strategies for its implementation.




