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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF 'WORK

1. The si\th session of the .Toinr. Conference of African Planner?. Stati sti ci ans

nnd Demographer:--, was held at RCA headrmnrters. Addis Ah.-iha, from 15 to 20 January

1990. The meeting kas opened hy rjroff:KPor Ariohayo Adedej i . United Nations Under-

Se.c ret.4iry-General and Experti ve. Rpcvet.ary of the Eoortonu c Oomroi ssion for Af ri c.p..

2. Thp. session was attended by the representatives of the following memhp.r States

of tho Commi Rsi on: Aie^rin. Rurkirn. Fa--o, Botswana. P.nrnndi. Camernnn, Chad, the

Congo, Cote d'Tvoire., P,i i bon t i . Egypt : Equatorial 1"Iuinrjn. Ethiopia. Ghana, HuinFifl,

Kenya, f.RRotho. !,iberia. tbr- J.ihyan Arnb Jsmah i ri y.'i, Madagn.srr»r, Malawi, Mali,

Mauritania. Morocco. Mozamh i one. 1*h^ Niger, Nigeria. Rwnnda. Spnegal , the Sudan,

Swaziland, Togo, TuniRifl, iig'nnda. t.ho United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, 7.ambia nnri

7. i mb-ibve.

?,. The following Member Stat.rs of thn United Nwt.ions were rppreF.enhnd hy o

Finland. Prance, l.he Eiders I Rftpuhlic of Germany, the Union of Soviet. Social ist.

Repnhl ics and the lini tc-td Ki rjsY

-4. There were represent-ar i vrr from the lini ted N:at ions St.at i st i ral Of f i re and the

Uni ted N'at i on* Department of Techni en 1 Co-ope rat i on for Deve 1 opmpnt {DTOD).

?t. The DnifRd Nations Deve ' onment Programme U;NDP) and '.he United Nations Population

Fund (UNFPA) kptr also represented. The session was also attended hy representatives

of the fo 1 lowing specialized ngencips: Food and .agriculture Organization of the United

Nations (FAO). i.-n i ted Nations Industrial Development. Organization liiNTDO), World

He.'i.I til Organi 7.at ion { WHO} . Vorl ri Food Programme { WFP) . T nternationai I.ahonr

Organ i sa ti on { T 1,0}. Intprnat i on a'I Te i ecoriimuni cnti on t.;n i on (TTU ) and the W'orl d Ban!;.

6 . The foil owi ng' i nterg;overnmeiital hot] • es vr-r" renrespnted : Arab f.ea.gue , ^f ri can

Developmpr.t Rank (ADP,}; K ■::■-. ni'i mi ■:: Corn mi mi ty of West African States (ECOWAS), Pan-

African Mews Ae'^ncy (PANA) M.nri Preferential Trade Ai'rra for Ens tern .ind Southern

A f ri nan St at.es ( PTA ) .

"7. The Organ i za.t. ion of ^ft-ican l/n i ty (OAW) was represented at. the Conference.

H. Observers wrt-*. nreseTit f rom: Centre f ran«jni r-. :-".:ir la popul a.ti or. e.t 1 e

deve I oppement (CEPFD ) . Centre europeen de format, i on des st.ati st. i ci ou9. economi stes

riea pays en voip de deve ! oppement ( OERD) Pari s , Eastern A ^r i f:a St.at. i sti cal Trai ni nf.

Centime {EAfSTC}. rnstitut national de t a st.at i st.i qne el", d''ei*.ndes economi ones (TNSEE),

T nternati ona.l St.ati st.i cal Tnst i tnte {IS T), Tnst. i tnr. snus-rp.gi onal dp. stati sti qne et

fl'pfonorair- appiinii'Tin frSRF.A}. ,c. t .*> i sf, i rs .Sweden. l!r, it-.sri Si-.ahps Rnrpaii of th.-; Cenftiss,

Fnstitijt c)^ formw.tion ot de recherche demogra.phi mifts {IT0RT\). Ee-^ion.a! Tnstitnt.fi for

Popn I at i on Stud i es {P. F PS) . (in i on don;i.ni ere et pconomi rine He ] ' Af ri .-hip. centra 1 e

(UDEAC), 1 nst'i tut. aTricain dp developpement econominup et dp pi nni f icat.ion (1DEP).

West African MUF.POC. Centre d'etndes et de r^rhfirchos snr la population et. !e

developpement (CERPOD) Tnstit.ut du Sahel and the Pi)rope^3.n Economic Community (EEC) .

!•). Mr. Soumah fhr;-Lhim;-i Sory ((Guinea} was elected Chairman of th'? Joint Conference

with Dr. Samy A. El Knshf {F.s;ypt-.} r.n'.l Mr. Mnal n Mwa.mhi 1 ft. Rantti (7.ai re) as Fi rst and

.Second V i ee-Chai rmen r-pspeci". i ve ! y and Pr . fi. M . KIand i nhona (.7 i mhahwe) and Ms . F. M.

Mr.roiele (Lesotho) as R.anr>ortenrs.
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R. AGENDA

10. The .mint Conference adopted the fo) lowing agenda:

)' 1 nnary .,ffi,rtai,.,»,.tj£;

1 . Opening1 address.

2. K I eoti on of off i r;prs.

3, AHonhi nn -of the sgenria.

4 . Rpv i ew of Kronom i o and Sooi al ('ondi t i ons in Af r i ca . I 938-1 OH9.

5. African Alternative hYamework to fit rnnturai Adjustment Programmes for

Soci o-eronomi r: R.erovei-y and T ran s format, i nn ( A-\P-SAP ) :

(a.) Progress report, on fo I low-up on AAF-SAP;

{ h ) Sf.r.'it-,eg i ps for i mp"! emen hi ng AAF-SAP at the n.it i onal anri rpgiona !

1 W F: ) R ;

[ i ) Rrfj ! i gui Tie; F.horr.-tfrm anri niprii nm-r.erm plans with AAF-SAP;

(' i i } Moni hov i ng nenhan i sms: ra) p. of planners. stat i sti ri an.-.,

nnrl i n format i on p.ni ent • rv.s.

fi . Tenhni ra 1 asai stance in pi ann i nt?. Ktat.i stirs . ripmo^raphy and i n format, ion

.sr.i

PJ.ANNVKfi CONPIFTTKK

7 . K 1 e-rt. i on of or f i r:ers.

8 . Joi n h sftss i on of PI ann i rr2 Commi t v.i":--1 and Af ri run Kronomi p.t-R on :

(a) F.CA riiar,ro-f:f;onomir: rfionei for AAF-SAP;

( h ) AAP-SAP po I i ay i nstrumen■'.:& Kt.uri 1 es: exchange rate arid suh.s id i rs and

ai-.Rs anri product i or. siihsi di of. ;■•.?. po \ icy i nst rumen ts for

t wi t.h t. ransformati on .

9. HaT-morj i ?.at i on and no-ordi nati i-m of nat. i on a I devel opmenf. pi nns at the

snhregiona1 1 eve I.

!0. Repori. of who Tnst-.itnt.fi for F.r.onomio Development and Plaunins;.

11. Report on KCA plann.ing nrrhi vi t.i fts (1988-1 >iP.U). review of approved work

programme (1990-1991) anri consideration of draft, work programme (1992-1993)

and medi urc-term plan (1 i)92-i 997 ) .



1 2. Adoption of the: reporf .

STATISTICS COMMTTTRK

13. RIection of of fi cers.

14. An i nt.figrft.r.ftd .-innroarh t.n the deve I opmenr. of stat i sti or: The fitati at i oh. I

Devel opment Programme for At*ri c.n .

15. Progrf-ss report, on the i ran I omen tati on of !"he phv i ronment. st.at. i sti cs

for Af ri r;a .

1F». TnriicAt.orp foi' morn I'.ori Tie;' progress I'.nwa.rHp achieving socifll %c\n I s in the

1990s:

(») UNIPRF/UNnP/'JN Strtl-iRtiral Offine propnsa 1 :

{ h } AssftRKfflrtin, of F.nr. i n.1 Hi mpnsi onp. of Rtrnrt.nral ;uiju3t.ment..

17. Progress rsport, on the World Rank/UN'DP/KCA nrojert. on data collection in

rel 'tti on to rlevelopment programme?, and ai d f'l ows :

(a) AsRriSKBiPnr. of nar i onal stat i sti ra: capahi I I ty;

(h) PI an of Action for Htat.i st i era i Doveiopnent in Af ri rn in the 1990s.

18. Report, or programme i nplomentat ion by th^ Stati sti cs Divi si on (I 988-1989 ).

review of approved work programme (1990-1931) /i.nr! consi Herat" ion of draft:

worlv programme (1 992-1 9OS ) and m^di um-t:erni pi an (1992-1997).

19. Adoption of tne report.

DRMOf.RAPHY COMMTTTKR

?0. Rlftrtir.n of officer?..

21. An evaluation a\' the a^-se\f {'af.a o!" recent African censuses.

22, Evaluation of narion^l oxperienceR in the implemenr.ntion of population

po I iries in rCA member St.ites in relation to Ki 1 imanjaro Programme of

Action.

23. The relative roles of matftrnal and chilri hea.lt.li ,-in.i family planning (MC/FP)

progrnmmpp., pro>; i ma. he determinants and socio-economic correiar.es in

i nf 1 uenci ng fort t 1 i r.y.

24. R.Rnort on 1F0RT), RIPS and CKR.PO0.
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2fi. Report, on population activities ( I 9R8- I 989) , review of approved programme

of work (1990-1991) and consideration of dra.fr. work programme (1992-1 P9.H)

and medium-term plnn (1992-1997).

2f>. Adopt i mi of tlv? report.

INFORMATION SCTF\TCF COMMITTRF

27 . F,l firti on of offi cers.

28. Progress report, on estahl i shment of PAOTS network of national, snbregional

and i nst.i t.u tiona 1 parti c.\ pati ng" centres.

29. Report on PADIS activities fiflSR-i089}t review of approved work pro.sTa.RimR

(1990-1991 ) and consider*! ion oT draft, work programme (1992-1993) and

medium-t^rro plan (1992-19971.

30 . Adopt i on of the report.

RFSUMRV) Pr.RXARV

31. Other business.

r>2. Consi rif-rat i on of i.he draft pro\ i pi on a i a son da for the seventh sesp.ion of

the .Taint Conferenrt-.-.

^:"i. Revi f>w of Conmi t.t.r:e del i herat i ons And sniiircfiT-y of ma in oonnl us ions.

!i4. Report, of tVie Kymposi urn of Af ri c.ar\ F.conomi sts on AAF-SAP.

35. Adoption of the report of the Joint Conference to the RCA Conference of

Mini Rters.

C. ACCOUNT .OF PROCRFTMNTtS

PI enarv sess i tin

Opening nddr^RR (agenda, i tarn 1 )

11 . The session wns opened hy Professor Afkrb.-iyo Adedej i . F.CA Rxecntive Sen re tary.

12. In his open i ng statement, the F-vsruti ve Sec ret. a ry ■■ weVcompd part ici pants and

po i nted out. the : mnortance of th i s meeting as it comes fit. a t i me when Af r i oa if.

entering .i new denflde whioh brings with it. new r.hn.1 1 enges and hopes. He then alluded

to the sad experience of the 19ft0s and in particular to the effects of the exogenous

factors such as drought and the adverse developments i n internal".i nnal commod i ty and

financial markets. On the other hand, rhe design of policies that, suit foreign styles

of development, has limited th*3 possibilities of genviine African development and

specifically referred to thr=. imperative o!" initiating policies that are authentic in

nature- and take into account rea I devr'i onment pri ori ti es and needs. The no i i cy
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framework i k i nadequate b.-> cause i t f ::.i 1 r-; to ensure the i ntegr.it i on of short-term

eeonom i e management wi i h 1 ring'- tei-m %•?,& Is and objecti ves. He then re^^rr-^ff to the

i mpi-.-rta.nrft o P the: Af r i can .- ! ternn.ti vr Framework ro Sr rue tiira! Adjustment Programmes

for ?.oc. io-econoro I c Recovery and Tr.^nr-- i'ormat i Oi: i.AAF-SAP) in reso i vi ng such a

ri i r. ho tomy.

I:'). He confirmed to f.hf: foiiferenre thai- A^F-SAP k,u .ndopted by the F.CA Conference

of M i 11"- sters. the ,'oi ni; M.~et i ns; of Af »-i can Vin i.--. t.r-rrs of Rconnmi c. Dove 1 opmont and

Planning and Ministers of Finance and subsequent 1 y by the OA1) Snr-iiiiit". of African Heads

of State and frOYfirnfTiftrrr. Ho r* "I so ref'f-vrpd to the i-t-F.oInt.ions adopted by vn.ri on?,

i ii j-.r-rna.!. i on.°..l f't'n-a inc-lnding KCO.SOC. the i/nited Nations O^riera! AsRembly, t.he

Conf ersrine of Heads of St.a t.e and Govt--rrimf;nt of \:on- Al i °'ned ronr-i.r i -:as, and the

Mi ni Kt.pri ?i.l Meeti ng of' the ACP-KRC JciTit

14. Tli;*.- F.veciit,i v-; Secretary Mien fp.vo. 9. bri nf finr.ount or, net ions nridertaken to

operati on^.l i zr AAF-SAP, i n p.n rt, i <:>.i i ar the r.ndf:rt.ak i n^r of st-.nd i es r.n the pol i cy

insf,^iiniftni".R and t:hf- dei'el opmenr. of modei-typF:.=. for ana ! y--.i ng AAF-SAP policy framework

.'■inn to .or si f.v. in The pceparai. ion of counl-ry specific, morlfil.1-:. He a j so referred Lei the

.-•ontac:ts r.mde "ith the IMF. t.hc-. World Rnnk. -::ono>'R and NiGOs. He welcomed the

Asrtor; ■ at.ion r.-f Africnn Kconomi ?.!".?. in join-ing <..'m~. Conference al. this i ri nor rant jnnof.nre

Kheii AAF-SAP ip being oper«T.-ior-..i I i y.fcl,

1 .i. He made referi-rnee^ \'.c, r he need to fo.st.er economic co-operation in the face of

a grovinsr w.*,.v^ toward?, rhe creation of regi on.i i ; /,ed bu^c ftconomie^ propelled by the

imminent esV.a.hi i shment of :\r: in;.r-?rared Ru rope.-in marker, i r. !992. He spec i fi i-JC\ 1 y

requested the ftif.-ef. i ci^' t o c!e i i bera.te on the moflal i t i hs for hrtrmon i 7. i n* anrf' co-

o>~fii nat i n«' nationn.; development plan?, at the sub regional level n.s a. step towards the

gradual estab i i shment o Y the A f i-i can Common Market.

<B. The fi;\';f-i!t i vfc Secretary er.;phasired th-- role of star.i ~t.i ck in monitoring" and

eval :\f> t ■: on oT ongoi r-g economi c reform nro^rammes avid deve 1 npment p! ans .and drew 1:he

at.tent i on of -.h-: Con fftrenne tr- the need f^r performancv; i ndi ca '/"irs whi oh not on I y

measure ecoricm i c. perf urnar.cx hi it perhar.-B mor-": i nportant 1 y. measure the i mpnet of

policy programmes-, on the quality of life of target group?, and the dirmocrati 7. at i on of

the deve I oprtien r. and c\c-r. i s i r>n~ma.k 1 n£ ririvfrssr.*--..

17. He called the attention of tiie participant* to the need to reconsider appropriate

HiRnsiirfift for further fttrett^hhen i ng nntionn.) institutional cn.pn.bi 1 i t. i rk in s-.tati st i rrs

with a view to overcoming past, shortcoming's. To this end. he invited the Conference

to review critically the results nf the assessment of the Htnti stic.^ ! capacity of F;CA

member States which w.'ik undert.-iken within the framework of the l:\Tip/World Rank/RCA

project "Data collection related to devR i opmsnt programmes and aid flows in. Africa."

and formnl.nte concrete measures to help solve problems which have been identified.

In this connection, he referred to t, drp.fr Plan of Action for- Statisticai Bevel opmenr.

i n Af r i rry ] n the 1 090k whi ch is he i ng" pijhmi tted to the Con f er^nee for caref n!

con si Herat ion nnri a.dopr. i oi).

i 8. The F.vecu t i ve Secretary noted thn t i n recen t yen r-s there has henn a t.endency

for African countries rn try to shift, responsibility for' import/wit, aspects of national

stat i st i ca 1 programmes , s-.uch ns rifts i gn . process i r>% -'ind pnfl 1 ys is '.if surveys , to
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international agencies. This, he said, could have negative effects on national plans

and priorities and ho called on African statisticians to play the lead role in the

formulation and .i implementation of national and regional statistical programmes, while

at the same time ensuring that, through proper co-ordination, the various statistical

programmes sponsored hy donor agencies and intended to assist African countries yield

the maxi mum henefi t to the oountri es.

13. He then reviewed the activities in the area of population. He noted with concern

the adverse impact of prevailing demographic trends which affect all socio-economic

sectors, for example food, education, health, transport, employment, environment, etc.

He noted the importance for member States to implement the Kilimanjaro Programme of

Action and reiterated the recommendations contained in APPRR, the IIN-PAARRD. and the

Conference of Least Developed Countries. He noted that, since the last, session of the

Joint Conference, more countries have shown interest in formulating and implementing

articulated policies. Tn some countries, lack of data constituted a constraint.

Therefore, priority should he given to improve the demographic data ha.se.

20. He marie an appeal to those countries that did not. initiate action to formulate

popnlati on poli ci es to do so and to show greater commi tmont to i mplement.ation of

programmes, including mother and child health and family planning. He also called

on the international community to continue to assist African countries in their

population programmes. He invited the Conference to come up with ideas regarding

the future trends of population for the forthcoming fourth International Population
Conference in 1994.

21. Regarding the African training and research institutes, the Rxecntive Secretary

made an appeal for their support hy member States, as the restructuring of these

institutes will make them less costly.

22. Another area of concern to RCA is information management. African member States

created in 1980 the Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PAD1S) to assist

in strengthening and developing their information and documentation infrastructures.

PAWS offers advisory services to member States, regional and snhregional

organizations, provides training, promotes information, resource-sharing and the use

of common norms and standards. A functioning central co-ordination office has been

estahlished within RCA. Thirty member States have designated their national

participating centres, and major efforts have been mario in the strengthening of

institutional participation in the PAWS network.

23. Thanks to UNDP. the International Development Research Centre (TDRC) of Canada

and African member States, implementation of the PAWS programme has made considerable

headway in bringing about nn improvement in the collection, processing and

dissemination of development information in Africa. Equally important, the experience

gained in bringing ahout such changes is an asset of tremendous value in formulating

and implementing the future programme of work. The increasing support and recognition

that African member States have been according to the implementation of the PAWS

programme further reveals the need to continue and .strengthen the operations of PADIS
in the future.
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Review of Economic, and Social Condi ti ons jin _A_f ri ca. 1988-1989 (agenda item 4)

24. A representative of the secretariat i ntrodnoed document E/EOA/PSO. f»/2 efiti -hi ed

"Review of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1988-1989". He mentioned that

the document was intended to give a summary picture of the broad highlights of

economic and social trends in 1988-1989 and a forecast for 1990. It updates the

developments in these trends since the fifth session of the Joint Conference. He

informed the meeting that this assessment is neither a summary of the annual Survey

of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa - now published as a technical document

- nor ■ the Economic Report on Africa, 1990. which would he presented to the EGA

Conference of Mini sters. vhose preparati on is in progress.

25. Tn summarizing the report, the representative of the secretariat noted that

there was an i mprovement i n the eoonomi c s i tuat i on i r\ I 988 and 1989. Growth i n

regional output was estimated at 2.4 per cent in 19fl8 and 2.9 per cent in 1989. The

fact that these growth rates are below those of population suggests that per capita

incomes and consumption patterns perpetuated a trend established since the beginning

of the 1980s. Among the positive factors engendering this growth are recovery in

agriculture a.nd improvements in foreign exchange position of some countries. However,

adverse factors such as deterioration in the terms of trade, that capital decay in

infrastructure and production base, as well as escalation of the debt problem,

continued to take their toll. There were, however, conspicuous variations in

performance at the sub-regional and other grouping levels.

26: Examining the situation at the sectoral level, the representative of the

secretariat, indicated that, the buoyant, agricultural performance reflected a general

improved food supply situation, although substantial food aid reqnireroents wi 1 1 still'

he required especially in Angola. Ethiopia, Mozambique; t/he Sudan and some of :the;*

eastern Sahelian countries. Some impetus for growth nlso arose from the manuf ar.trir'i ng :

and mining sectors. He also indicated that there was some improvement in the trade

balance, with a deficit falling from Si IS 11.3 billion in 1988 to $US 9.2 hi 1 l'ion in

1989. Roth exports and imports rose, reflecting increases in unit values1as;volunieS

declined. Largely on the strength of oil prices, the: index of'commodity!prices rose :

by about 19.7 per cent in 1989. However, beverage prices collapsed to a 14-yenr low.

Net. official development, aid (Or)A) stagnated in reaV terms and:the stock of debt rose

sharply. Debt-service obligations are currently estimated at shout 40 'per cent' of
exports of goods and services.

27i With respect to the economic prospects of the region for 1990, he stated" h'ha'h"
much will depend on weather conditions, progress in implementation and'snstenance of

effective policy reforms, and developments in the intern.itional economic environment.

He also noted that good we.-ither conditions are likely to prevail and .is" a* resu I t

agriculture may grow by 4 per cent. Tf, however. V recession ohtains "in the OECT)

countries, who are Africa's major trading partners,, then regional GDP may grow by on 1y

3 per cent in 1990. If, on the other hand, the international economic environment
improves, resulting in higher demand and att.ra.cti ve prVoes for AT ri can product^ and
in easing of the foreign exchange constraint, nnri provided policy stances i n 1i lie with

AAF-SAP are instituted and/or sustained, then regional growth1 may ri!se;t'o' 4.5"per
cent. -■'.--■ L ■:■ .■ ■ . ■ - ■ . -'■■ ■
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2R. Tn the ensuing Hi sours ion, a number of parti oi pants commended the qnal i ty of

the report anri its presentation. One delegation, however, felt that, the title of

the report, should be amended to refer only to the economic situation as this was the

central issue in it. Several participants felt that the title is in order, hut

regretted that the report i gnoreri the soci al dimension, such as demographic trends,

employment, training, income distribution anri the incidences of poverty and refugees.

29. Some parti ci pants made speci fie queri es or correct i ons, whi1e others requested

additional information and detailed clarifications. One participant queried the

country composition of the East African suhregion. The Zimbabwe representative

suggested that more insight would be gained by presenting data on Fast and Southern

Africa separately. One participant referred to a translation error in paragraph 1 of

page 3 of the French text which should be aligned with the English text, to avoid the

erroneous suggestion that the conntries 1isted helong to the eastern part of the

Sahel. Another partioipant remarked that other factors had to be consiriered, in

addition to good weather which facilitated productive performance in 198R and 1989,

for instance, political stability. He also regretted that the report did not

hi ghli ght efforts on finanei al aspects nnri requested the World Rank observer to

provide information on the matter. A participant emphasized that the important, role

of resource rat i on a 1 i zati on poli c.\ es in confronting the or i si s needed to he

highlighted. Similarly, the participant from Kenya requested the inclusion of

information on intra-African trade, and efforts to elaborate on it. in the revised text

of the report.

30. One participant pointeri to the economic chal1enges faci ng the region in i ts

efforts to attain higher growth in 1990, as implied by the earlier assumptions, and

the important rol e that Afri can oountri es should pi ay in faci ng these chal1enges,

noting that this has been reflected in the last part of the report regarding the need

to implement reform policies in line with AAF-SAP.

31. The ohserver for the World Food Programme noted the reversal in some of the

previously adverse trends on the macro- economic indicators. He, however, noted that

despite the improvement in the food supply situation, there are still serious food

seenri ty prohl ems that need to be addressed. He out. 1 i ned the efforts of his

organization in providing assistance for emergency anri development purpose^ as well

as in mitigating the social impact, of the structural adjustment programmes.

32. The observer for the USSR emphasized the adverse socio-economic impact of

substantial military expenditure on African countries. He suggested that this factor

should he included with others influencing economic prospects during 1990.

33. The ohserver for UN-DTOD observed that the document was rather brief and that,

as a technical document, it should have provided detailed information on the economic

anri soci al sitnation in the regi on.

34. The observer for the World Rank introduced, the Rank's recent study entitled

Suh-Saharan Africa From Crisis to finbstainahle Growth: A T.ong-term Prespective Study.

He noted that t~.he document draws long-term strategies to enwnre structural change in

sub-Saharan countries, and to enahle their economies to be more competitive. He also

mentioned that the document benefitted from deliberations of various conferences on
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the African economic crisis. He also drew attention to the Rank's programme on the
social dimension of adjustment, which monitors macro-economic indicators, analyzes the

causes of economic ailments, and assesses the impact of the remedy, on the basis of

dialogue hetween the Rank and individual countries.

35. Tn response to observations and issues raised hy participants, the representative

of the secretariat, thanked the contributors. He took up the major issues separately,

and emphasised that the report has the specific objective of presenting major

highlights of the economic and social situation in 19RR-19R9, and as such, was kept
brief and precise. He also emphasized that the information on 19R9 is naturally

tentative as the year has just closed. He welcomed suggestions regarding the

expansion of the report to cover the social scene, and assured participants that the

Economic Report on Africa, 1990: which would he presented to the RCA Conference of
Ministers, incorporates, as a rule, a thorough analysis of the social situation and
statistical annexes to this effect. More detailed information will he included in the

Survey of Economic a.nd Social Conditions in Africa, 19R8-19R9, which is currently

being' prepared. He further assured the participants that the revised text, of the

report will reflect the specific amendments made and will incorporate more details

along the lines suggested by them, especially in such areas as factors of growth,

resource allocations, management and trade. Tn reacting to the presentation of the
observer for the World Rank, he expressed the hope that, the document on sub-Saharan

Africa will reflect a re-thinking of structural adjustment along lines that are

consistent with the objectives, priorities and realities of the African region, as

reflected in AAF-SAP.

Progress report, on the follow-un on AAF-SAP [agenda item fi (a)}

3fi. A representative of the secretariat presented :^.;:i~n-t F./F.CA/PSD. fi/3 entitled

"Progress report on the follow-up on AAF-SAP". He noted that although only a short

period had elapsed since the adoption of AAF-SAP, a lot. of follow-up actions had been

undertaken in line with the specific requests of the F.CA Conference of Ministers

[resolution fi7fi (XXTVJ] on the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment

Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation (AAF-SAP).

37. He referred to the di f ferent fora and workshops to which AAF-SAP had been

submitted, discussed and the results thereof. These included (a) the 19R9 OAl) Summit,

of African Heads of State and Government; (h) the Conference of Heads of State and

Government, of Non-aligned Countries, {c.) the Ministerial ACP-F.F.C Joint Assembly, (d)

the (In i ted Nati ons F.conomi c and Soci al Counc i I . (e) the lin i ted Nati ons Genera I

Assembly, (f) the Working Croup of African Governors of the TMF and the World Rank and

the Development Committee of the World Rank and the IMF. (g) the FM-sponsored

Tripartite Symposium on Structural Adjustment, and Employment in Africa, (h) the Abuja.

Conference on the Integration of Women i- Heveiopment, and (i) Workshops hy the Vienna

Institute for Development. Co-oper.-Li.ion in Austria and hy Carle ton University in

Canada.

38. The F.CA representative informed the meeting t.hnt consultations had heen carried

out at the highest managerial levels and at. technical levels with both the World Rank

and the TMF. These consultations had resulted in focusing specific areas of agreement
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on AAF-SAP and narrowing the arnas of disagreement. Other consultations hart also been

undertaken with donor countries and NfiOs.

39. On the operationalization of AAF-SAP, the RCA representative pointed out that

the secretariat had initiated in-depth studies on some policy instruments proposed

in AAF-SAP. These studies covered production snhsiriies, multiple exchange rates

and di fferential interest rate policy. Further, the secretariat had formulated a

variety of mode I-types that' can be adapted in African countries to analyze AAF-SAP

policies. Finally, he noted that various actions were under way to ensure the

operational i zat.ion of AAF-SAP at the country a.nd suhregional levels. A project, for

the establishmont of an advisory team on AAF-SAP was being considered to advise

individual countries on the operational i 7. at. i on of AAF-SAP. Also, workshops were

heing planned at the subregional level for the West African and Central African

snbregions.

40. The meeting took note of the progress report. Tt was proposed that the meeting

should formally request, the F.CA Executive Secretary to encourage all the subregions

oT Africa to hold workshops on the operationalination of AAF-SAP.

Strategies for the implementation a.nd monitoring of AAF-SAP: Some r.rel i mi nary

considerations [agenda itern 5 (b)J

41. A representative of the secretariat introduced the document E/EOA/PSD.6/4

entitled "Strategies for the implementation and monitoring of AAF-SAP: Some

preliminary considerations". He informed the Conference that this short document

was to impart a preliminary thought that will provoke discussions on strategic options

to implement and monitor AAF-SAP at the national, subregional and regional levels.

42. He stressed the fact that, as a result, of the world recession and economic crises

since the beginning of the decade, several developing countries in general, And the

African countries in particular, have embarked on resource mobilization without the

encouragement and support of the World Rank. Unfortunately, despite all these reform

efforts with the concomitant sacrifice that, the people of Africa had to hear, the

social and economic condi tions in most of the African countries have continued to

deteriorate rather than improve. It is more evident now that inadequate understanding

of the process of economic development and growth, shortages of both human and

physical capital and the weaknesses of a number of riev^lopment. institutions are some

of the constraints that have eroded the efforts of African countries to transform

their economies and launch them on '..he path to self-sustaining development and growth.

Tt is also clear that the ad hoc crisis management approach to development issues, the

lack of strongly wel1-defined policies and strategies designed essentially from

national perspectives, have had the effect of clouding the visionof African decision-

'makers about the i mpaots of Hifferent nati onal economi c poli ci es on each other's

economy.

43. He stressed the fact that the basic theses of AAF-SAP are that no programme or

plan will work to reverse the deterioration in the African economies unless it is seen

(a) "that/'' it is enrlogenonsly designed and implemented; (b) that, the diversity of

African ; situations cannot, al 1 he addressed through the apnliration of standard

formulae for all of them; (c) that the crises overwhelming Africa must been seen first
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and foremost, as a human one and not merely in terms of macro-econott.i r. r\ i serpi 1 i br i hit.;

and (ri) that development concerns such as the alleviation of poverty, t.i-.e i ir.prnvefner.t,

of heal th , nutr i t i on , erinoat i on and product i vi ty, cannot be p:ji. or ho in while

resources are consumed by the need to correct economic imhalann^s. hVr.-::f:, thf: AAF-

SAP policy inst.ruments and measures focus on increasing production for the

satisfaction of critical needs because the major problems of the African economy .-,.re

rooted in the lack of production and the low productivity r,':t.her than on the rtenann"

side. Thus to implement the proposals of AAF-SAP will necessitate a re-or i esrr.at ion

of the institutional framework towards greater efficiency, increased accountability

of puhlio officials, a.nd fuller participation of persons in decision-making and

programme i mplementati on.

44. The representative of the secretariat suggested two ways, among others, in which

to integrate short-term concerns with long-term development objectives: (a) the

"hard core" system of planning which consists of selecting specific priority sectors

or fields which can offer adequate momentum to the development process of the country

that is 1 ikely to innrease productivity in both the short and 1 ong run; (b) the

rolling multinational planning system which consists of a macro-economic framework

linking the growth of national income, saving, investment and balance of payments to

public expenditures and revenues under di fferent assumption. In this way, the

operationalization of AAF-SAP could take place through the country's in-depth studies,

training, consultancy, advisory services, popular participation of the informal sector

into the development process.

45. Concerning the consistent mechanisms of AAF-SAP, the representative of the

secretariat, indicated that each country should design appropriate socio-economic

indicators that assess the main objectives, policies and targets for AAF-SAP. Salient

among these are indicators for food security, economic performance, financial

indicators, satisfaction of basic needs, progress in collective self-reliance among

African countries, popular participation in development, protection of the

environment, and economic and financial independence. The tool to capt.nre-t.he various

socio-economic indicator activities in terms of policy implementation is the social

accounting matrix (SAM}. Therefore, there is need to undertake annual economic review

and forecast of the performance of the agreed .socio-economic indicators so as to

assess annually whether or not the objectives and targets of the programmes have heen

achi ever!.

46. Tn the discussions that followed, the participants congratulated the secretariat

for the quality of the document. Suhstantive questions about the document were raised

and suggestions were put forward for i ts improvement and enrichment.

4 7. Part i cu I a.r stress was 1 ai d on the need to make the adjustment a conti nnons

process of development planning. Tn this report, basic information a.nri strategies

were needed to he developed to cater for the i mplemontat ion and moni toring of AAF-

SAP. Tn particular, the monetary and financial systems should be adapted to the

country's characteristics and integrated particularly with the concerns of the rural

areas. African countries should endeavour to harmonize their development plans at the

snbregional levels so as to take account of the complementarities of production and

consumpt i on.
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48. One participant, raised the issue of resource mobilization in the period of 'the
commodity crisis which could handicap the appropriate balance between the short-term

economic' reforms and long-term economic development. A question of modelling

Africa's development was raised, and as to what, steps F.CA would take to organise a
suhregional/regional workshop on modelling- Compatibility between the system of

national accounts and social accounting matrix was also raised.

49. The observer for the World Rank pointed to the need to co-operate with F.CA in the
growth-led adjustment programmes focusing on human resources development. He stressed
the fact that the World^Rank is moving toward the new generation of adjustment
programmes which take into account growth aspects. ST)A programmes are now being
implemented in 29 African countries. The long-term perspective study (I.TPS) projects

thp same concerns of the implementation and monitoring indicators within the social

accounting ma.tr iv. ...

50. A representative of.! the secretariat congratulated the participants for their
useful contributions.,and suggestions made to improve the document. He responded to
the questions raised,by a, number of participants, and concluded that these and other

comments would assist: F.CA to enrich its ongoing search for ways and means of
implementing and monitoring AAF-KAP at the national, suhregional and regional levels.

Technical assistance in planning, statistics, demography and information science

(agenda i tern fi)

51.-, For the discussion of this item, the Conference had at its disposal two
documents: "United Nations technical co-operation relating to development planning:

statistics and population in Africa, 19fifi-19fi9" (R/F.f: A/PRO, fi/fi) and "ECA's techn.cal
assistance in planning, statistics, demography and information sciences

■ (F/FCA/PSn.6/5). The first was prepared by the United Nations Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development (nTCD) and was introduced by the Chief of the Technical
Co-operation Co-ordination Unit of the Statistical Office of the United " Nations

Secretariat, on behalf of DTOD. ,

■i2 The representative of OTCD. on behalf of the Under-Secretary-General for

International Economic and Social Affairs, Mr. Rafeendin Ahmed and on hehn.1 f" of the
Und-r-Secretary-General of the Department for Technical Co-operation for Development,

Mr Xi- Qimei/expressed the confidence in the ability of r.he Conference to continue

Us tradition of effective guidance and support for African planning and development
strategies and wished the participants every success in their deliberations. The
representative of OTCH informed participants that Mr. William Seltzer. Director of t.ne
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat, regretted very much indeed to

be unable to participate personally in the Conference this year as he did in the past.

■ 53. In describing the activities of the Statistical Office, the representative of
DTCD said that the Off ice. is completely dependent upon the national statistical

offices for. providing the statistics it compiles and disseminates. Although the work
of the Office on methods and classifications is carried out in part, to promote

international nomnarahi1i t.y in statistics, it also has another important goal:
nrovidins- national offices with the technical materials they need to carry out their
own national work. This second aspect of the methodological work has grown more
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i mportant as the Ilni ted Nati ons has grown 1 arger. More and more Af ri nan countri en

look to the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat as well as to the

statistical and population services of RCA for relevant and sound technical materials

to hel p them meet urgent national stati st.i oal needs. Thi a aspect of the

methodological work is a 1 so close!y 1i nked to teohni cal co-operation which the

Statistical Office carries out on behalf of DTOD.

54. With a hrief reference to the diversity of work undertaken by the Statistical

Office, he tlien summarized the areas of work in which significant advances have heen

made since the last session of the Conference. These include national accounts,

industrial, trade, environment and demographic statistics. He informed the

participants that according to the provisional figures for the end of 19R9 the total

overhead budget of DTOD for 1989 was $UR 210 million of which $US 88 million was for

Africa. The budget for technical co-operation projects in statistics in Africa was $WS

14 million in 1980, compared to $US 11 million in 1988. Tn 19R8, the implementation

rate was 85 per cent. Tn 1989, a high delivery rate is expected once the final

figure hecomes available as a considerable number of new projects were approved in the

last months for which implementation has not yet started.

55. Tn conclusion, the representative of DTOD hoped that the many practical,

technical, organizational issues in the implementation of technical co-operation in

statistics would he comprehensively discussed.

56. A representative of the secretariat then presented its document E/F.OA/PBD. 6/fi.

Tt was pointed out that RCA technical assistance in planning, statistics, demography

and information sciences during the period under review continued to focus on hnilding

up national capahi1i ties in these areas. The programme has helped in the

operational i zation of the. Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of I.agos, Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPF.R). the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (1JN*-

PAAERD), as well as to AAF-SAP.

57. The representative of the secretariat further indicated that the relevant

operational activities were financed mainly by UNFPA and UNDP with contributions

amounting to $(]R 6.8 mill ion and $!JR 5.7 mill ion, respectively, for the biennium

1988-1989. Contributions were also made by other donor agencies such as the

Governments of Canada and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repnhlics USSR, the

Tnternationai Development Research Centre (TnRC), the Ford Foundation, USATD, the

World Rank and the Commonwealth Secretariat. Tn addition, a number of activities

were financed from the United Nations regular budget and the regular programme of

teohni c.il ro-npfirnl.i on .

5ft. The Conference noted that the assi stance covered a wide range of activ i ti rk.

These i noluded advi sory servi ces, parti ci pa.ti on i n country round-tab1es, human

resources development through training institutions in Africa, regional and national

training workshops and on-the-job training of local staff, as well as development of

data bases anri information exchanges.

59. The TST observer indicated that his organisation has been providing during the

last", ten years significant, contributions to statistical development in developing
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countries, particularly in organizing the World Fertility Survey (WFRJ. Following

that, survey, the TST Research Centre ostahl isherl a Dynamic Data Rase (DDR) which

al lows research fellows world-wide to access ferti I ity data ajid'1 related variahles.

■ The DDR has also become an instrument fnr the train i ng of demographers and other

specialists in data analysis techniques. For this purpose, a seminar was organized

in Accra, Ghana, in November 1 9RR for F.nglish-speaki ng Afri can oountri es and another

in Yaounde, Cameroon in October 1989 for French-speaking African countries. The two

seminars were financed by 'JNFPA. Other 1ST activities of interest to the region

concerned the production, together with the TDRC, of a series of video-cassettes for

the training of statisticians and a study leading to a periodic information bulletin

on the topic "statistics and development".

60. The ohserver for France i nformed the Conference about the pri ori ty his country

was assi gni ng to the support of econom i c and f i nanoi al i nsti tut ions in general, and

to planning, statistics and demography, in particular. This assistance needed t.o he

seen in the framework of strengthening economic management capaci ti es of Afri can

oountri es. T t was hei ng provi ded through hi 1atpral agreements and multi1aterally

through French contributions to international organizations together with its African

partners. France has established an integrated approach for project, development which

includes the determination of objectives, the duration of the project, the terms of

reference of the experts and logi sti oal support. These projects compri se permanent

technical assistance (around 100 experts), expert missions, logistical support, grants

from the "'Fonds d'aide et de cooperation (FAC)", and training fellowships. The

support in statistics and demography is implemented through specialized agencies such

as TNRF.E, OEPFD, and ORRTOM. Training seminars are also financed hy France alone or

with RFC. Finally, France provides its contribution, through the supply of teaching

personnel, to the activities of statistical training centres and institutes in French-

speaking African countries. Tn conclusion, France considered that planning,

stati sti cs and demography were very i mportant instruments for ma.nagi ng economi es,

particularly for the implementation of structural adjustment programmes. Co-operation

in these fields would therefore be maintained and further strengthened during the

comi ng years.

61. The ohserver for ADR i nformed the Conference about the techni cal assi stance

possibilities that, his institution could provide to its Regional Member Countries

(RMC} in the dnvelopment of piann i ng and stati st i cs. [n order to sati sfy thei r

increased resource nneds in the wa.kn of the economi r. crises of the 1980s, the ADR

firoup has consi derably ri iversi fi ed i ts i ntervent i on instruments hy incluri i ng

structural and sectoral adjustment programmes and increasing its technical assistance

activities. Tn addition to the traditional provision of expertise and financial

resources for the studies required for project formulation, technical assistance now

includes a support component for institutional reforms in the RMC administrative and

financial institutions in member States in the form of concessional loans and/or

grants from the African Development Fund (ADF). Concessional resources for technical

assistance are granted on the basis of socio-economic specifications which are

classified into three main categories using well-defined criteria. Requests for such

technical assi stance are made through submi ssion of projects or programmes for

institutional reform in accordance with ADR procedures regarding loans and grants.

The ohserver for ADR also recalled that his institution is participating in the
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financing of the soe i a 1 Hi men sions nf adjustment (KDA) project wh i ch i nolndes an

i mportant stat.i sti cal component.

f>2. The ohserver for the United Kingdom reported that his country's aid programme

is administered hy the Overseas Development Administrati on (ODA). Rilateral

assi stance is arranged wi th i nd i vi dual governments to support eeonomi o and soci al

development and to assist the building up of local capabilities and institutions.

Various forms of assistance are employed, including provision of long- and short-term

advisers anri consultants, salary supplements for British personnel employed on public

service contracts, training awards and provision of small quantities of equipment,

generally in support of these other forms of assistance. Efforts are made to co

ordinate ODA support with assistance given by the United Nations and other agencies

both at. the regional and nati onal 1 eve 1s. The Rri ti sh Counci1 manages the training

component of hi lateral assistance on behalf of ODA. Training awards are available

mai nly for postgraduate courses in Rri tni n. These i nclude short courses usual 1y

during the UK summer vacation and programmes may be tailored to suit individual needs.

Awards are available also for third count.ry training, for instance at STPA centres.

Assistance for economic and sectoral planning has been provided to a number of African"

countries. Tn addition, support is being given in areas which have an impact upon the

n1ann i ng and poli cy processes. such as for civil servi ce revi ews and the

implementation of reforms, training, and for the development of tax and budgetary

systems. Increasingly the different elements of statistical assistance to individual

countries are being drawn together into co-ordinated projects in order to sharpen the

focus and effectiveness of this support. 1 n recent years projects in Afri ca have

centred, though not exclusively, on economic statistics in recognition of the need for

rehabilitating these areas. ODA support for population activities in Africa focuses

upon family planning, information and education. Other substantive assistance is

being provided for censuses and demographic data collection, processing and analysis

as well as for the development of information technology in a number of countries.

fi.T. The TT,0 observer indicated that his organization is involved in many areas of

technical assistance in Africa and further elaborated on the following: (a) regional

technical advisory services. Of the two regional advisers in statistics, one is

attached to the African Household Surveys Capability Programme in RCA and the other-

adviser, based in Dakar, is responsible for labour statistics (other than household

surveys). Tn addition, TI,0 has regional teams (such as JASPA and SATEP) which provide

assistance to governments in manpower planning, labour economics, and other relevant

areas: (b) seminars and workshops. H,0 assists in national and regional seminars and

workshops ,-is renn i red. Recent, oxaropl f>s inn 1 ude the Workshop on Mfiassir ing the

Economically Active Population in Population Censuses (Addis Ababa. December 19RH) and

the Tripartite Symposium on Structural Adjustment and Employment in Africa (Nairobi,

October 1989); (c) national projects, TF.O executes p. nnmher of national projects on

labour statistics. Some examples are the projects in Ethiopia, the United Republic

of Tanzania and Uganda; and (d) manuals, and technical guides, TLO has produced a.

manual on household surveys of the economically active population, has assisted the

United Nations Statistical Office with the technical guide on household income and

expenditure surveys, and is producing a manual on occupational coding. Governments

were invited to contact I T,0 if they renuire assistance or guidance in any of these

areas.
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B4. The International Statistical Programs Center (TSPC) of the [mit.erl States Rnrean

of the Census provides technical assi stance to developing countries in practical

methods of gatheri ng, processi rig and ana!yzi ng data needed for social and ec.onomi o

development. Most of the assistance is funded by the United States Agency for

International Development (USATD). The United Nations, the World Rank and individual

governments are using these services. Technical assistance includes: (a) long-term

training of statisticians .".ml computer specialists in Washington. D.C., in either

English or Spanish: (h) national and regional. workshops in host countries (in

English, French or Spanish) for either executive or technical staff on population

stati sties, survey methods, cartography, eeonomi c stati sties, evaluation studies,

statistical methods and data processing; (c) short-term assistance is provided by

mathematical statisticians, survey statisticians and duta processing specialists to

strengthen and support host country institutions in data collection and processing.

This is accomplished by working closely with counterpart staff either in the country

itself or in Washington, O.C. ISPC staff have French, Spanish and Portuguese language

capabilities. Assistance on national agriculture surveys, health and nutrition

surveys , popi;l at i on and honsi ng censuses , and demographi c. surveys is provi ded . TSPC

has also developed and is supporting computer software for both mainframe and

microcomputers to perform the major tasks in survey and census data processing. The

system is composed of packages for data entry, editing, tabulation, statistical and

demographic analysis, and operational control.

fi5. The FAO observer indicated that in the field oi* technical assistance, his

organization was providing services especially for developing agricultural statistics

through implementing projects on data collection and analysis. FAO was also offering

teehn i cal assi stance i n the estahli shment of ear Iy-warn i ng systems and crop

forecasting as well as in the organization of the world agricultural census which

ta.kes place every ten years. He informed the meeting that two PAD regional

statisticians were hased in Africa, one in Accra at the FAO Regional Office and the

other in Addis Ababa at the Joint ECA/KAO Division. These two statisticians provide

necessary techn i cal assi stance i n agricul tural stati j-.r.i es.

fin*. Tn concluding the consideration of this agenda item, the participants expressed

their gratitude to the United Nations Department of Technical Co-operation for

Development, RCA and all donor agencies and institutions which have made valuable

contributions to the development of planning, statistics, demography and information

sciences in the African region. They hoped that, such assistance would continue and

he further strengthened.

f>7. Some part i ci pants fe 1 t that there was the need to ensure appropri ate co

ord i nation of toohni ca1 assi stance activi t i es in the regi on in ord^r to avo i d

dupli cati on.

PLANNING COMMITTF.F.

PIecti on of offi cers and agenda (agenda i tern 7)

K8. Mr. FinT.ay Doh (Cameroon) was elected Chairman of the Planning Committee with

Mr. Moses A.R. Akpohasah (Nignria) as Viee-Chai rma.n. Mr. Alimon Mwase (Malawi ) was

r 1 er.ted rapporteur.
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69. The Planning Committee fol loweri agenda items 7-11 as adopted hy the plenary.

However, agenda item 10, Report of the United Nations African Institute For Economic

Development and Planning {TDKP) was discussed in a special session of the Committee

on the Tnstitute's financial situation.

Towards imp]ementahle AAF-SAP model-types for African countries: Some preliminary

apeci fications [agenda item R (n.)]

,70. Tthe agenda item was discussed jointly with the African Economic Association in

a ,Scient,if io Col loquiiim, the report of which is pnhl ished under symbol

E/ECA/AFEA/90/23.

Studies on policy instruments of AAF-SAP: Multiple exchange rates system,

differential interest rnt.es policy and production suhsidy [agenda item R (b)]

71. The agenda item was discussed jointly with the African Economic Association in

a Soienti fie Colloqimim, the report of which is pnhlished under symhol

E/ECA/AFEA/90/23.

Harmonization and co-ordination of national plans at the suhregional level (agenda

item 9)

72. A representative of the secretariat introduced document F./ECA/PSO.6/9 on the

above subject and indicated that the document first defined the role of subregional

planning as an instrument for analysis, co-ordination, harmoni nation and economic

integration. Current practice in terms of harmonization at the macro-economic and

sectoral levels {agriculture, industry, transport and trade) was considered in the
second part of the document.

7.1. At the macro level, the study highlighted the lack of suhregional planning or

..even perspective snhregional studies that could he used as a framework for harmonizing

national development plans. As a matter of fact, even national plans were being

disregarded in favour of structural adjustment programmes because of .budgetary and

external payments imbalances, inadequate financial resources and domestic management

constraints. The harmonization of sectoral activities often escaped any planning.

74. Tn agriculture, plans were harmonized through concerted efforts among States in

formulating common agricultural policies in matters of research, training and
marketing. The study presented the general Framework, the mechanism and agricultural

projects that were being harmonized at the subregional level as well as the major

constraints to agricultural development planning at the national and suhregional
1evels.

75. Tn industry, the various subregions were making efforts to i mplement ,-industrial
promotion programmes hased on community and national projects likely to strengthen co

operation among the countrins and to speed up the harmonization activities....Among the

measures were those for stimulating industrial development, remedial action to correct

disparities in industrial development levels and the establishment of industrial
linkages between existing production units.
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7fi. However, there were many ohstaoles impeding the success of those activities. The

major constraints hampering industrial development at the national and snhregional

levels were the small size of markets, high production and distribution costs arising

from the lack of infrastructure and international money market conditions, dependence

on the outside world for equipment, intermediate goods and even technical and

managerial expertise.

77. Because of those constraints, the impact of programmes undertaken at the

suhregional level remained imperceptible. Tt appeared necessary to evaluate the

activities already initiated. Furthermore, the efforts of subregional financing

institutions shou I d be more systematically oriented towards industrial activities

that promoted the economic integration of the various subregions. This was a matter

of urgency as was the strengthening of the co-ordination and planning of industrial

development aotivities.

78. Tn the various African snbregions, the high cost and poor nature of road, rail,

air and maritime transport facilities constituted a structural bottleneck to the

expansion of trade. The inadequate telecommunications network did nothing to promote

such trade expansion. The subregional organizations mentioned in the study were doing

all they could to remove those bottlenecks gradually.

79. On the whole, hnrmonination efforts had focused on: (a) transport and transit

regulations; (b) the development of communioation infrastructures and facilities;

(c) the linking up of existing railway networks; (d) the manufacture of transport

equipment and the establishment of community maritime shipping companies and the

adoption of a community maritime shipping code together with the creation of national

1aders J oounoi1s.

80. The development cf trade was one of the major areas of co-operation identified

by the suhregional co-operation organizations. The study highlighted the many

obstac1es to the expansi on of trarle. Progress made i n the harmoni zation of trade

mainly focused on the harmonization of customs documents and formalities together

with related procedures, the adoption of a trade liberalization scheme among the

countries within the same suhregion through the comp^i.e removal of tariffs levied

on products of community origin and traditional crafts, the phasing out of customs

tariffs levied on industrial products, the harmoni zation of domestic taxation

pol icie.s, the establ ishment of an integrated system of tax treatment and external

trade stati sti cs.

81. Tn spite of all the efforts made, the volume of intra-community trade remained

very low. Tn OtfAO, i ntra-Oommuni ty trade accounted for barely 5 per cent of the

trade of all member States with the outside world. Within RCOWAS, exports of cocoa

and fruit from Cote ri'Tvoire to other F.COWAS countries accounted for about. 15 per

cent of the total exports of cocoa and fruit from Cote d'Tvoire to the outside world

in 1987. The export of crude oil from Nigeria to other RCOWAS members was less than

1 pPr cent of all its crude oil exports while the exports of meat and livestock from

Mali and the Niger to other KCOWAS member countries accounted for 12.7 and f>.2 per

cent respectively of their total exports of those products.
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82 The study concluded that there were many and substantial ohstacles to the
development of sectoral planning at the national level and to the harmonization of
national plans nt the suhregional level. Oiven the nnsnited nature of many national
plans to deal with the problems and the crisis of national economies, the study
recommended that new approaches should he sought and appropriate mechanisms instituted
for the planning of economic development in Africa. The review of current planning
methods in Africa should make it. possible to base planning on popular participation

through (a) the integration of local peoples' initiatives into development planning;
(b) the integration of the very substantial informal sector in all the countries; (c)
the integration of national physical planning into the planning of subregional space;

and (d) the rationalization of the current co-operation structures whose sheer number

led to a waste of financial and human resources in particular.

ft3. Following this presentation it was noted that although planning involves a lot

of technical specification, its objectives, policies and programmes were largely
influenced by political factors. The various plans prepared had laid emphasis on

the welfare of the people. At a subregional level a political consensus had first

to be achieved in order to ease the great difficulty of co-ordinating and harmonizing
plans. Trade was important because it was through trade integration that the private

sector of member States is brought together and enabled to operate in a wider market.

Tt was to be hoped that planning would be given a long-term perspective and tend to

be more indicative in the light of the ongoing structural adjustment programmes.

R4. Tt. was suggested that the current planning methods should he reviewed as
advocated in the" study conducted by the secretariat. A participant observed that

hiR country had opted"for the centralized planning through grass-roots initiatives

but the exercise was running into difficulties hecause of the time and patience it
took to take into account the initiatives of various strata of the population. He

requested that RCA should undertake indepth studies on the issue so as to facilitate

the task of African countries which had embarked on that, approach.

85. The poor degree of harmonization of subregional activities should be attributed

to the current systems of planning. The participant making this remark stressed the

need for concerted action among the various national planning officials in order to
review harmonization and planning methods and procedures. Trade integration could
result only from the integration and harmonization of development activities. He

wondered whether PICA could initiate studies on integrated sectors of certain branches

of economic activity giving pride of place to snhregional and regional activities.

National planning should not only be co-ordinated and harmonized at the subregional

1 evel hut. al so continent-wi de.

flfi. Tt. was also pointed out that the study could have heen more usefully discussed

if the snbregional organizations sponsored by RCA had been represented. That would

have made for greater co-operation among them under the guidance of RCA.

87. Tt was further recognized that national development, planning was often subjected

to significant political influences. Those plans did not work a.nd were in reality

nothing more than investment, programmes. Tt was for this reason that snhregional and

regional harmonization became absolutely necessary for the revival and restructuring
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of African economies. Tt. would he necessary to change current, planning approaches and

to integrate grass-roots ini ti ati ves.

Rfi. The view was expressed that the coming years should he characterised hy targeted

national planning and suhregional programming, depending on ava.ilfl.hle resources.

Structural adjustment programmes should make way for long-term planning. Suhregionai

integration should go hand in hand with adjustment. The people could he effectively

mohilized only when governments actually took grass-roots initiatives into account.

R!4. The representative of the secretariat expressed his appreciation for the relevant,

and enriching comments made. He indicated that. F.OA would do its utmost to reflect

their concerns in its work programme. The adoption of new planning approaches implied

the strengthening of national planning syRtems which would in turn e;n to strengthen

suhregional planning with a view to speeding up the economic: integration of Africa.

Report of the Institute for Economic Develonment. and Planning {agenda item 10)

90. The officer-in-charge of TDK? introduced the document entitled "Progress Report

on TDFP activities during the 19RR-19R9 academic year!!. During the academic year. TDF.P

organ i zed a trai ni ng workshop in col 1 aborat.i on wi th the FUT/Wor 1 d Rank on Publ i c

Expenditures Programming and Management, which was attended hy 2fi high-level officials

from English-speaking countries. Another .session of the workshop will he given for

French-speaking countries in 1990. The workshop is part of the new short-term

training programme to he formally initiated during the current year. The nine-month

basic training programme attracted 111 trainees from 21 African countries. An effort

was made to update the curriculum in order to make it more relevant to the needs of

memher States. The Population. Human Resources and Development in Africa

special : zation course which was started at the beginning of the year with UNFPA

sponsorship was attended hy 21 participants from 21 African countries. The course

represents a new and promising experiment which should he replicated for the other

special i p. at. inn programmes given hy the 1 nst.itut.fi. The special i nation course on

Agriculture and Rural Development, was organized for the first time, 1R high-level

officials taking part. Reoanse of the problems involved, the course was given for

English-speaking participants only. Support, was obtained from FAO, Dakar University

and the "Institnt senegalais de recherches agricoles".

91. WhilR it. was hoped that, a Research Unit would he established in TDF.P during

19RR/19R9, the project was not. implemented because of UNDP concerns of possihle

duplication with other programmes it supports. However, the Fnstitutf! did carry out

some research activities which led to publications and preparatory work was done on

the organization of a seminar on puhlic enterprises and privatization in co-operation

with the University of Michigan.

92. The work programme for 1989-1390 is roughly in line with the one for 19RR/19R9.

In fact, the academic year has already started, and the first part, of the nine-month

basic course has been completed. Also there are good prospects that TDF.P will be able

to secure support front bilateral and multilateral sources for its programme. However,

it. all depended on the solution of the present acute financial crisis of the Institute

and particularly on the success of its present restructuring exercise in co-operation

with UNDP.
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9.1. The officer-in-charge of TDRP gave an account of the conditions set by UNDP for

i ts oonti nued support to the Tnr.t i tute dur i ng 1990 and parti en I «r 1 y of the

restructuring rt-morf completed on the recommendations of the subcommittee of the

Govern i ng Gounei ! whi ch met i n Dakar i n November 1 989 .

94. The discussion following the presentation of the report focused primarily on

the financial crisis of the Institute. After recalling that the member States had

never lived up to thc-ir comm 1 triien ts to the 'nsKitute and that IINDP had decider! to

stop its support of the core activities of TDFP by the end of 1990., the officer-in-

chargp i n formed the Commi tt.ee that r:on |-.ri bnti ons for '1989 had fa! I en short of the

modest objective of $US 450.000 and that presently there were no resources to pay for

the activities which have ho be covered hy African member States' contributions. Tri

effect, the Tnsti tnV.fi should suspend its activities on strict financial terms. The

restructuring proposal provided Tor co!-e nrtivities tn be included in the regular

budget of FOA, member States undertaking to pay regularly their contributions, 'JNDP

supporting restructured training activities as well as the new research and advisory

services and the management of ! Ol-iP mobilizing external resources. However, no

solution was possible without member States acting to resolve the immediate needs of

the Institute for finance, in a situation where the staff of the Institute cannot be

pai d at the end of the current month of rlarmary i 990.

95. Tn the discussion, clarification was sought on the situation of payments in 1989

and some suggest i ons wore nadr- •>..<■; to the rti-:eH to better inform memher States about

TDEP activities anrl particularly the status of contributions. These suggestions were

welcomed by the of !'i eer-of-charge of TDF.P who informed the Committee that

contributions for 1989 reached roughly $i)S 410,000 and that, no contribution had heen

received since October 1989.

96. The Committee then considered a resolution on the financial situation of TDRP.

Tt invited the of f i cer-iu-charge of TDRP to introduce it. The Committee members

cons i dered that, the appeal to member States to pay i mined i atel y two years of thfti r

accumulated arrears w>is not realistic and also commented upon the request to the

Rxeoutive Secretary of RCA for the inclusion of core activities in the regular budget.

The Deputy Executive Secretary i mpressed upon the parti ci pan ts the urgency of the

situation facing TDRP which needed immediate support from governments. Moreover,

questions concerning the organ empowered to deal wi t.h the fi nanci a I aspect of TDRP

activities were irrelevant, since the Conference of African Planners. Statisticians

n.Tiri Demographers was ful !y entitled to directly on.l 1 upon member States in this crisis

si tuati on. After an extended discussi on, i t was deci ded to amend the resolution by

calling nponon member States to pay immediately their 1989 arrears and their

contribution for 1990 to IDRP. while introducing other amendments to reinforce the

urgency of the si

97 , Fi nal I y , the of f i oe<~- i n~ charge of ) \W,V i r- formed the Commi ttee that four posts

were to be renewed in the Governing Council of CORP and called upon the participants

to consu 11 in the va.ri ous snhregi ons i n order to se! ect the new memhers. .

98. The results of the election to the Governing Council of T ORP for the four va.ca.nt

i tions wc-:ro. endorsed as fo II our:
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East_ and Southern Africa

(1) Mrs. Moli eh i M. Ma.tnha.Tir;

Mini stry of PI armi ng, Reonom i c

and Manpower Dove I opment.

P.O. Rov fi3t)

Lesotho

(2 ) Mr, fieorge Kai zzi Tehi gwayo

Ag. Chief Government. Planning Economist

P.O. Box 708ft

Kampala

Uganda

Central Af ri r:a

One vacancy : No el ect.i on

North AfrIna

One vacancy: No el net i on

99. The Planning Oommittee, through the sixth session of the Joint Conference of

A f ri p. an PI anners, Si nti sti ci ans and Demographers , i nvi tes tlv? el event, h meeti ng of

the Technical Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) to elect representatives for the N'orth

and Central African suhregions and siihmit. their namen to the f, i:<teen1:h meeting of the

KGA Conference of M i ni sv.err, for rat i fi cm t i on .

Report on RCA pi n.\)T\ i ng art j v i 11 rs f I 9RR-1 9H^ j ■ vevi ew of approved work programme

f 1 990-1991 ) and rrnnsi nerat i on of rirn.fr. work programme (1 9S2-1 99M ) and med i nm- term

plan (1992-1997 (agenda item 11}

1 00 . A rep recentat i ve of tlie secrRhnri at presented document K/7.CA/PHY). 6/ i t . Tn his

i ntrodncti on. he iioi nted out that the work programme is esRenti al)y geared towards

the implementation of the regionally agreed development, strategies Kiioh as the Lagos

Plan of Ar.t.inn. t.hr-t Finn! Act. o!' Lagos, thti Ursit.ed Nat. inns ProgrHmtnc; of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAFRD), the African Alternative

Framework to Structiirat Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery and

Trans format, i on ( AAF-SAP) , sectoral pi .ins and sectoral devel opmen t decades.

101. The activities carrier) out in the 1988-1089 rviennium fa.l'l under three broad

categories, namely snbprogramme 1: Socio-economic analysis, planning and projections;

sunprogramme 2: Fiscal, monetary and financial issues at. the national level; and

snbprogramme 3: Least developed conntri es.

102. Tn the field of socio-economic analysis, planning and projections, the activities

undertaken relate to five major areas: technical assistance and advisory services upon

request; ass i:stance whs provider! for some countries in the region to nss'int in the

preparati on of development programmes, recovery illans, i nvestment programmes,

contingency planning, etc. ; social and economic conditions in Africa for 1996-1987 and
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19R7-1988- and the annual economic report, for 19Rfl and 1989; establ i sbment of short-
term forecasting system* ho monitor development, in the short, term and to assess the
nolicv implication's: the system was established in Rome African countries in the
framework of strengthening panning techniques and methodologies and upgrading the
planning capabilities at the country level; review of the progress of the
implementation of regional development strategies: n. number of development plans
covering r-ost-T.PA periods had heen analyzed in the light, of the objectives, strategies

and policies of the regional development, strategies; preparation of development
perspectives: the activities were undertaken in the framework of developing the

modalities for establishing country-specific development perspectives.

103 The activities under snhprogramme 2: Fiscal monetary, and financial issues at
the" national level, were undertaken in the context of assisting countries in the
implementation of fiscal and monetary policies in particular in areas of mobilization

and channelling of personal savings and the role of domestic money markets in

l opment.

104 The activities undertaken under suhprngramim* 3: Least developed countries,

include technical assistance in planning, project preparation and organization of
ronnd-tahles; review of economic and social conditions in individual I.DCs; evaluation

nf tbp effectiveness of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the
l.DCs" and indepth studies on the economies of T.DCs, in particular study on human
resource development. and utilization and financial structures and resource

uti1i zation.

105 As regards the approved work programme for 1990-1991, the activities to be
.undertaken°wi11 continue to address themselves to prohlems relating to enhancing
planning capabilities at the country level and research in critical areas to assess

and review various aspects of social and economic development m African countries

In the light of the objectives of development strategies. Moreover, continued in-

depth studies nf the economies of U)Cs will be undertaken to address critical areas,

and the evaluation of the Substantial New Programme of Action.

106. Tn the projected work programme for 1992-1993, emphasis would be given to the
preparation of surveys and reports on the socio-economic situation, evaluation of the

impact of structural adjustment programmes including the operationalization aspects

of the RCA macro-economic model of AAF-SAP, assessment of the effeotiveness of
subrogional economic schemes of no-operation with a view to developing the modalities

for the establishment of the African Common Market, preparation of long-term

development studies to contemplate on African countries future development,

mobilization of domestic resources for development financing and the hnilding and
strengthening of financial institutions, and assessment of the progress achieved in

the implementation of the second United Nations Conference on the LDCs in the context,

of the long-term development, strategies.

107. He then called upon the meeting to examine the broad aspects of the proposer!
work programme and decided on the priorities with a view to enabling the secretariat.

to prepare a work programme for the 1992-1993 bienninm for submission to . the

seventeenth meeting of the RCA Conference of Minist.er.q.
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108. Tn the d i senssi on that, fol lowed, i t was i ndi cated that the report. 1 acks

i n formati on on the 1egi si ati vp authori t.y wh i r:h mandates the work programme , the

modalities by which it was implemented, and whether it. met. the objectives of the

secretariat and the objectives of the henefieiarieR. The secretariat indicated that

mandate emanated from the Conference of Ministers and the Planning Committee that had

the mandate to make recommendat i on a to the Conference of Mi ni sters. T t was al so

pointed out that there is need for co-ordination wir.ii other agencies and organizations

in order to avoid duplications and wastage. The meeting noted the broad areas of the

work programme and made some specific suggestion*-: Tor inclusion in particular the need

for strengthening the capacities for establishing 1 one-term development perspectives

at. the country 1 eve I, more emphas i= on the process of economi c co-opsration and

integration in Africa in the face of the growing tendencies towards the creation of

reg i onali zed hloc economi es i n the 1990s and more attention to the problem of food

security. Finally, paragraph 4 was to he amended in line with document F./RCA/PRD. 6/2.

Rf:vi ok of Kconomi c and Soci al Condi ti ons in Africa. IQfiR-IOfifi.

Adopt i on of the report. {agenda i tern "1 2 }

STATISTICS COMMTTTEF

109. The Commi thee adopted i ts report.

Flection of officers (agenda item 13)

110. The Statistics Conur.itt.ee elected Mr. Mitik Be-yene (Fthiopin) as Chairperson,

Mr. Ahdel 1 ati f Hel konch (Morocco) as Fi rst Vi ce-Cbai rperson . Mr. T.ami ne Ci sse (Mali )

as Second Vice-Chairperson and Mr. Antonio F.T. de S. Cm?. (Mo?.ambi nne} as Rapporteur.

An inteffrated approach _to_the Hevelonment. .of..stati sties,; The Stati stical Devrilopment

Programme for Afr i en fSDPA) (agenda i tern 14)

111. In i n troduci fig doenment K/I^CA/PSO. 6/'^ flnt, i ti ed "The Statistical Development

Programme for Africa (SDPA}". the secret ari ah mentioned three liNfOP-frnidfid jiT-ojoct.s,

Tiamely the "Operational support, to the improvement and expansion of the RtatiRtic.il

Traini ng Programme for Af ri ca ( STPA ) " the "Af r i nan Househo 1 d finrvey Capahi 1 i t.y

Programme (AHSCP)" which is a regional component of the United Nations Household

Survey Capability Programme (NMKCP) and the '"Assistance to least, developed and newly

independent countries in national account's". As of July 1987, all thre^ projects were

integrated to constitute the SDPA with the purpose of achieving greater impact and co

ordination. He gave further details on the objectives of the integrated project, its

staffing and act i v i ti es in the areas of stati sti eal training. honsp-hol d surveys :

nati ona! accounts and basi c economi c stati st i cs and data base devel opinent.. It was

menti oned that training was an i mpnrtant part of the a.ct i vi ti es of the project.

112. Tn the di senssi on that fol1 owed, parti ci pants expressed sati sfact. i on wi th the

progress made so far in the various areas of the project and hoped that this would be

maintained. UNDP was urged to increase its financial support ?<yr the project in its

fifth programming cycle beginning in
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113. A participant, raised the issue of balancing theory anri practice in the teaching

programmes at statistical training institutions. The representative of the

secretariat explained that the EGA guide syllahuses which were developed between 1982-

1985 for different levels of training could be used to correct the existence of any

imhal anoe between theory and prac t i oe. An eval nati on of the use of these guide

syllabuses at statistical training institutions which was conducted by the secretariat

in 1987 and discussions held at the fifth meeting of directors nf STPA centres in 1987

indicated that over 80 per cent of the contents of the guide syllabuses were used for

vari our purposes.

114- Wi t.h respect to the area of hasi c economi c stati st i cs and nati on a! accounts, a

participant expressed the hope that the project would organize training of existing

staff at national statistical offices, particularly in view of the recent revision nf

the System of National Accounts (SNA). Such training would enable the staff to

implement the new aspects of the system with less difficulty. A representative of the

secretariat informed the meeting that, such training activities could be undertaken

during advisory missions (on-the-job training) and also during country or regional

workshops which may he organised to address issues regarding the revised SNA. It was

mentioned that the post of regional adviser in national accounts, funded from the

United Nations regular programme for technical co-operation, was expected to be filled

soon to strengthen the team of regional advisers in the field of national accounts and

basic economic. statist.ics.

115. Several participants expressed the view that monitoring and evaluation needed

to he marie part of the project to enable assessment of the impact of the programme

and in particular to look into possible failures and successes of the project-

activities. The Committee was informed that, such procedures existed, including the

yearly project performance and evaluation reports which are suhmitted to UNDP

headquarters and Rent to countries for comments, tripartite review meetings, the

Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, the biennial

meetings of rii rectors of STPA centres and the internal evaluation of the project

conducted by the secretariat, from time to time. Mention was made of the forthcoming

technical evaluation of the project which is expected to take place during the first

quarter of 1990 to enable recommendations to be made regarding the financing and

future focus of the project, activities.

11 fi. The issue of 1 ack of fe 1 1 owships for trainees was addreRRed by several

participants. Tn a number of countries, fellowships tended to be linker! to projects.

Participants requested countries to Ret up scholarship funds for statistical training

in view of the fact, that trained statisticians would in general he useful to the whole

economy.

117. Regarding the problem of linkage of African statistical training institutions

with those outside Africa, the representative of the secretariat mentioned the

t.winning/1 inka.ge arrangements promoted within the fra.mework of the "EEC assistance

project to STPA". This twinning/1inkage was generally between STPA and associate

STPA centres. The preparation of teaching materials, conduct of joint research,

training of trainers, provision of needed teaching and research equipment, etc., are

some of the benefits of such arrangements.
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118. A participant, mentioned the problem of unemployment, of those trained at

statistical training centres. This was attributed to general deteriorating economic

situations in some countries and to structural adjustment policies in others. He felt
that there was need to make recommendations which would solve this problem. The

representative of the secretariat indicated that a solution might he to educate the

general public on the usefulness of statisticians- Also courses of direct relevance

to the private sector could be offered to increase the chances of employment, for

successful trai nees.

119. Regarding the activities undertaken by the data base specialist in the SDPA

project, mention was made of provision of advisory services and establishment of

statistical databases in some countries. Reports on these activities are available

in the secretariat. The representative of the secretariat mentioned the existence,

in the regular budget, of the post of Chief of Statistical Data Rase in the

Statistical Development Section of the Statistics Division which once filled could

also assist in the development and establishment of statistical data hases at EGA and,

to some extent, at the country level.

120. Tn the Field of censuses and demographic surveys, the United Nations Statistical

Office/DTOD representative mentioned the contribution which IINFPA whs making through

the Regional Advisory Service in Demographic Statistics (RASnS) project. The project,

has eight regional advisers and assistance in the field of censuses and demographic

surveys conducted in the region is one of its activities. He. also informed the

meeting of the request received by his office to assist in mounting a training

programme in household surveys on the lines of the NHSOP training programme already

being conducted in New Delhi, Tndia. African countries are already taking advantage

of the New Delhi training programme. He further mentioned that given the expressed

demand, the introduction of such a programme in Africa was long overdue. The question

of resource constraints needs to be addressed and that the initiative for mounting

such a programme needs to come from the ECA secretariat. The representative of the

secretariat informed the participants that within the limitations of available

resources attempts would be made to promote such courses at selected STPA centres

within the framework of the SDPA.

121. The meeting also discussed the issue of research and experimentation which was

a subject of discussion in many forn including the Commonwealth Workshops on Food

Supply Information Systems in Africa, the first of which was organised in October 1 PRG

in New Delhi, Tndia and the second in March 19R9 in Nairobi, Kenya. These discussions

were continued at the Intergovernmental Working Group on Household Surveys which was

organized in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia in October 10R9. The meeting requested the EGA

secretariat to take appropriate action in this area. The representative of the

secretariat stated that the problem of lack of research and experimentation was

related to lack of financial resources. The establishment of research projects which

could attract donor funding could he a solution, the twinning/linkage of training

institutions in Africa with those outside Africa is another. Under the SDPA project

research is promoted indirectly through the training of trainers at STPA centres and

the provision of limited equipment. These trainers are expected to conduct research

when they return to their respective centres. Tn addition, at the biennial meetings

of directors of STPA centres the issue of research and experimentation continued to
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be addressed. Surveys on research h.\: STPA centres had ai sn been conducted hy the

i at..

122. The observer for the USSR gave information 011 technical assistance which could

be provided hy his Government, on request. Sur:h assistance had so far been provided

to a number of African countries. Two- to three-month mitrsRfi could he organised by
the USSR State Committee of Statistics. Vie gave as an sample th* working group on

the integration of demographic and social statistics in development planning in Africa

held in Moscow in September 19R7, which was attended by 20 African countries and the
RCA secretariat. He also mentioned the courses offered in Tashkent, USSR which

conn tries could take advantage of.

123. The observer for CKSD-Paris informer! the meeting about the various CESDs which

exist, in Europe. CESD-Paris was established in 19R2 and until May 19R9. it was known

as CRSO. CKST)-r,ishon is located in the Portuguese National Statistical institute and
would train high-level statisticians from Portuguese-speaking African countries

beginning in October I990. CERD-Madrid is currently being established. T ts main
function wi'l I be to organ i/,e seminars for statisticians from Spanish-speaking

countries inciudin? those in Latin America and Equatorial Guinea. All these ORSfJs are

non-profit organizations. An association named "CRSn-commnnautaire" has been created

to co-ordinate the activities of the various ORSOs. He further mentioned that, the

Munich Centre i r. closely associated with the OESD family. He requested the

secretariat to provide four name plates to cover all four CESDs at future meetings.

He indicated that, paragraph "135 of the report of the sivth meeting of directors of

centres participating in the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) should

be corrected to* ret1! r-ct. the fact that TSF.GT and r,F,fil)-Li shnn would participate in the

STPA as one STPA centre, like CRSD-Paris.

124. The observer of H,0 gave informntion on research and development, in particular

research on the inform*! sector surveys whi oh was bei >ig undertaken by his

organization. He requested participants who might be interested in this type of

research to contact him or i'1,0 in Geneva.

125. Participants agreed that there wns need to strengthen the SDPA in the various

areas which it covered and recommended that this strengthening should be critically

addressed during the lihJDP fifth programming cycle. Tn particular, the need to enhance

regional capability for AMSCP arid NACP components of the SDPA and to provide adequate

financial resources to STPA centres to make them fully operational was stressed. As

far as the latter is concerned such enhancement would include additional resources for

the organization of seminars/workshops. establishment, of a programme of fellowships

a.nd establishment, of household survey courses a.t selected STPA centres.

12fi. Finally, the participants adopted the reports of the four meetings which were

held within'the framework of the SDPA project. They are "Report of the Working Group
on Improving the Rasie F.conomic Statistics rcqu i sv.- planning purposes" (Addis

Ababa* Ethiopia, ID to 23 3ep1:emh.=jr 19R8, English-speaking group}; "Rapport, dn groupe
de travail snr 1 ' amel i nra ti on des stati st.iques economi fines de hase reqnises pour la

plani fication" (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 19 to 23 September 1D8R (French- and

Portuguese-speaking group), "Report of the Working Group on Household Surveys'' (Addis

Ababa, 16-t.o 20 October i 9A9) ; "Report, or the sixth meeting of Directors of Centres
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to 8 December 10*9) ? -ogram^ tor Afnca (STPA)" (Addis Ababa,

Progress renort on the implementation of th
Afri ca (agenda i tern 1 5)

127 A representative of the »MreMri»t introrinced agenda i ten, 15 by noint.in? to
f.hP l.h,ee main areas mv-rsrt in the report. E/ECA/PSl). R/1 rt: (a) the overview of FCA's
work ,n developing a regional database and in asRisting n,en,her'statefi in ,^rnh'l i shir,*
mv,rodent Rfc«t.,St.ifiB in the 19fiR-19R9 hier,ni,lm; (h) the work rm.rui. hS
h^nn,,,. 990-1991; and (c) i temS for discs.ion on /,,,,,,-e ,f:ti vi ti£ i " o Ir to
achieve the med,™-term objective of nstahl ishing a .in,™, pro,™** of env" 'lT
statistics in mem her States.

ontpntr, for winch r-f:So,,r^ nflri been provide i.hro,»o-h thp

i rfi( t T ^ at ^, .... ,!iat. r,sol^,R hflri^
infl,,t ifi.ent for rarrymg out. all planned act.ivihifiR to Rtr«T»ffthf>n national
nap»r.,t.,ft« Only on. n^ber State', requent for nDviaorv RfirvVeR ro 1

™: ,W 'hi: '^ ""k"?1"- anri "Onft °f the "o^op* con Id be held. Tn pre.entin,
inTSrTe -^fit' thft ]^ Ha« «prftBRftrt that Bnnft extrahiid^

« wonlri hfi made available ,ince African countri,S n.« well M donor, have
ng kp«n n.tere.t in hhe f^eld. Slir.h aK.is.anc:, wonlri he needed, inter ai^

o prepare and nonrhmt Re»inarK and workshop, for developing regional adantafcion^f
ieolminal met.nodK f.o he pnhli.hed in gnidolinPfl for environment Sr,ti.firs
..i.Bgest.Tons were mvited on means for mobilising rnsources as well «R on ^h^an+i'v;

,ndnroced,,ral element for a ^li^-her, persPenhive for developing environ.Pnt.
'U-!f''?R in Afrina' S"rh ^«"fi"tS r.onld inclurio hraiping at varinns levels ,r,d
.nstihiifionR, ex-panded arijioc: advisory nervines, co-operat. i on among memher St.af.es and
-itli stat.st-.ical aervines outride the region; workshops and sem'i nar« For adanfin*

nro^ef'-' ^ ^ ^j^^^ ^ «nvirnnn,PnUl conditions and devel op.enta?
p oh e»s ,n Africa, deluding environmental ^ronnt.ing; and the initiation of a
Sh...nd,n^ Worklng ,-ronp on Rnvi ronment Shatist.ic:s for fnrther development, of a regional
dal.a base in which agencies and ir.r.erest.eri roiinl-.ries would parti ci pa f.e.

129 The representative of the seorehnriat informed the participant* of two
methodological si.urhes prepared by the United Nations Statistical Office addressin,'

setH^nrVV ?d* °f enVir"nmRllh «tat.isticR: the first report. Healing with hn.an
sett Ukh!. statist,os: was released in 198S; the second one on natural RnvironmPnt is
variable ,n rtrart form. In addition, a report on environmental *cr:onnHn* U under
nn«par».l;ion. Thsse documents would provide a basis for the development of regional

concepts. Regard,ng s,,ppOrt and co-operation in the »reaS of training workshops and
seminars as well as data base improvement, the meeting was informed that rerent

]™lnM Wlth ^P^^tatives of the United Nations Knvironment Pr-otframme (I1NEP)
nan heen enconra^i ng. '"'

130. During the discussion, several participants underscored the imnnrtun-P of
environment statistics, a new field in statistics in Africa. Given the extent of
environmental problems like soil erosion on the continent, this aren deserved greyer
attention. ' & '
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131. Tt was further stresseri that, the field of envirnnment statistics was new to

Af ri nan stati st.i ca 1 serv i res and that further education of di rectors of stati sti cal

of fi ces woul d he needed. Mnl t i 1 ateral donors whi ch are emphasi 9. i ng the extent of

environmental problems in Africa were called upon to give appropriate support to the

field. The secretariat was requested to make available guidelines which could be used

for develop i ng country-by-country approaches. T f resources were not fortheomi ng to

conduct workshops, it shonld even he consi dered to send working documents to memher

States.

132. The T)i rector of the Mun i ch Centre took up the suggesti on contai ned in the

document to carry out tra i n i ng of trai ners and informed the meeting that his

institution had decided to deal with environment statistics in 1991-1992. A Working

Group involving RCA would he established shortly to define the precise scope and

content of training activities to be carried out.

133. The observer for KKC/Rurostat i nformed the meeting that her organi zati on was

carrying out, consul tati ons wi t.h di f ferent eonntr i es on the conti mint ion of STPA and

that the future programme would provide for workshops at the national, sub-regional

and regional levels in the field of environment statistics. This would; for example,

also i nclnde the preparation of teaching ai ds. Further, the organization of short

courses 1i nki ng European and Afri can stati sti cal offi ces cou Id be explored.

134. The ohserver for the USSR stressed thai", the United Nations Statistical Commission

had declared env i ronment stati st i es to be a field of greatest i mportanoe. He

indi oated the possi hi 1i ti es for obtai n i ng assistance on conceptual matters, for

example classi fi cati ons, from the Conference of European Stati sti oians.

135. Tn response, the representative of the secretariat expressed gratitude for the

valuahle comments and, in particular, for the encouraging feed-back regarding the

provi r i on of resources from F.KC as wel 1 as the support from the Munich Centre.

Regard i ng the suggest, i on to draw upon a.vai 1 ah I e expert i se in European stati sti cal

of f i nes , the meeting was i n formed that (fi scussi ons wi t.h the Stati st.i cs Di vi si on of

the Economic Commission for Europe {RCK} had been initiated by KCA- As far as KCE

clasfli fi cations were concerned, they were heing consi dered i f they pertai neri to

Afri can priori ti es. The parti ci pants were informed that a request for a seminar on

new and renewah1e sources of energy i n the context of env i ronment st/iti sti cs, to be

held in 1991, had been prepared by RCA for submission to the Government of the USSR.

136. Tt was stressed that conceptual development 1eadi ng to the pnhli cati on of the

guidelines for environment statistics in Africa should make optimal use of existing

work. Considerable resources would, however, still need to he devoted to the exchange

of the technical and practical experiences among countries. There was also the need

for improved organization, interpretation and presentation of existing data for

environmental purposes and the utilization of micro-computer applications for spatial

anal vsi s of data..
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Indicators for monitoring progress towards achieving social goals in the 1990s:

Assessment of social dimensions of structural adjustment, (agenda item 1fi)

UNTCF.F/UNFPA/United Nations Statistical Office proposal [agenda item 1fi (a)]

137. The Statistics Committee rift I i berated on a joint UNTOF.F/UNFPA/Uni ted Nations

fitat i sti on.1 Offi ce proposal on i ndi oators for moni tori ng progress towards achi evi ng

social goals in the development decade of the 1990s as detailed in document

R/ECA/PRfi.,fi/14 which was presented to the Committee by a representative of the United

Nat.i otis 3tati sti c.al Of f i ce.

138. Noting that the proposal had been referred to by the Executive Secretary in his

openi ng statement to the Joi nt Conference, i t was ohserved that the paper was

essentially the report, of a working group of experts from UNTCRF, UNFPA and the United

Nations Statistical Office which had earlier been submitted to and endorsed by the ACO

Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities at its meeting in ,Tune 19R9. Tt was pointed

out that the aim of the present, proposal is to take an objective look at the

statistical and survey programmes of developing countries in the light of recent

developments, from t.he viewpoint, of the social goals prepared for the 1990s, and to

strengthen national capabilities, wherever necessary, to enable them to produce

current indicators on at least the more important fields such as fertility, infant and

child mortality, nutrition, educational attainment, employment and unemployment, and

the status of women. Tt was observed that though the proposal was still at a

preliminary stage, the approach advocated involved primary reliance on household

surveys to supplement data from other sources. The Committee was informed that the

ACC Rub-Committee on Statistical Activities had mostly supported the proposal and

requested the United Nations Statistical Office and interested agencies to continue

developmental work for its elaboration. Ft was further noted that to facilitate this,

pi lot projects were to be Iaunehed in several countri es to assess t.he t.eohni c.al ,

administrative and practical problems of social monitoring. Tn this context, the

participants were invited to comment on the preliminary review of measurement

objectives and methodological requirements as detailed in the proposal.

139. Finally, it was noted that the proposal envisages co-ordination of the programme

through the United Nations Statistical Office as an adjunct to the NHSOP, with the

assistance of the regional commissions and the co-operation of specialized agencies.

Funding support when necessary was expected f.o he provided hy UNTOF.F, UNFPA and UNT)P

and perhaps other donor countries under hi lateral or multilateral arrangements.

140. The Committee welcomed the proposal on monitoring achievement of social goals

in the 1990s. Tt endorsed the hroad outline of the proposal as well as the rationale

of the initiative. Tn response to a query on complementarity of this proposal with

other national and international programmes, it was indicated that there was provision

for using available sets of data supplemented, when necessary, hy additional data

col lection, making maximum use of ongoing national and international programmes.

Additionally, in response to further query, it was noted that the proposal accorded

priority to national needs fully appreciating that, individual countries are likely to

have a strong interest in sub-group estimates, regional differences and urban-rural

oompari sons.
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Assessment of social dimensions of structural ad justroeut. [agenda, item IB (b)]

141. The World Rank observer presented document F./KCA/PRD. 0/1 "j on the; social

dimensions of adjustment. (RDA) project and its implications for statistics,

contr ibuted hy the World ?,ank.

142. In his presentation, he briefed f.he participants on the formation and objectives

of the RDA project".. established in 1987 jointly by the IINOP Regional Rurean for

Africa, ADR and the World Bank. Since then, a number of other multilateral and

hi lateral donor agencies have joined the project. The principal objective of the

project is to assist countries in introducing social dimensions in the development

pianni ng process.

14.1. He mentioned that. t.he project operates at two levels, namely regional and oountry

level. At the country level, the project, is initiated w i th t.he preparation of a.

country assessment paper (CAP) which includes a poverty profile for the country using

existing data sources. The suhsc-quent project may then be composed of several

elements such as policy, social action programmes as well as the strengthening of

national information systems. He indicated that in introducing social dimensions into

planning policies, the monitoring of the conditions of social groups became a

necessity. Tn this regard, he informed the participants that the project, proposes

axialysi s at three 1 evel s : macro, meso and mi cro.

144. He indicated t.hnt data won i ri need to be collected at- each of these levels. At

the micro level, he observed that, SDA proposes two main survey instruments which

include (a) priority surveys, which identify the vulnerable groups and collect data

to monitor changes without explaining T.he observations, find (b) intensive household

surveys (THS) which have the objective of explaining t.he behaviour of various

households.

145. He indicated that it was not. t.he intention of the SDA to replace the existing

programmes but rather to supplement them. Further, he mentioned that in a number of

countries both the NHROP and the SDA may be operating together, for example in Malawi

and Ghana.

14fi. He also informed the participants that the project includes as part of t.he

institution-building components, n training programme which extends from data

collection, through data processing, to analysis and policy planning.

147. Tn the discussions thflt followed, participants Poonsed their attention on a

number of issues which included the concept, of vulnerable group as used in the

document; the future of the project and i ts f i nanoi a 1 i mp 1 i r:ati ons ; re 1 a.ti onshi ps

with other existing programmes; and distribution of relevant, documents. Tn addition

it wa.s noted that the Working fironp on Household Surveys held in October 10R9 also

discussed this topic and made a number of additional remarks which had been noted in

thei r report.

148. Rome participants referred to the issue of vulnerable group as conceptualized

in the document and wondered whether it is feasible to measure it in view of

variations within countries and, more so, between countries. The World Bank observer
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responded that the SDA is preparing a number of analysis plans to help guide ana.ly.stR
in the task.

149. A comment was made that the document had not', clarified the financial implications

of the project. Related to the financial implications was a question on the future

of the project. The presenter responded that, before launching the project in any

country, an assessment study is first conducted. He also indicated that one of the

aims is to build the necessary institutions to ensure continuity.

150. Referring to the issue of the relationship of the project with other existing

programmes, some participants expressed continued concern as to how the SDA survey

programme would relate to existing programmes. Tt was pointed out that it was vital

to make use of past ox-peri enne.

151. A question was raised regarding the distinction between the SDA and the Living

Standards Measurement Survey (LSMS). hoth of which stem from the same organization,

and the confusion thai could result from the two programmes. The presenter clarified

the difference between the two and explained that in any ST)A country, l.SMS-type

surveys would only be carried out under the umbrella of the SDA survey programme.

There should thus he no confusion.

152. In response ho various suggestions and comments, the observer for the World Rank

not.ed that contrary to some views expressed, the SDA project seeks to work closely

with the ox-isting programmer,. Ho further :nention~d that the SDA will take note of all

comments made by various participants and build these into its future work programme.

Progress report on the World Bank/UNDP/ECA project on data r-.oHect-.ioi: in relation to
development programmes and aid flows in Africa (agenda item 17}

Assessment, of national .statistical r:anahi 1 it.y [agenda item 7 {n)J

153. Tn introducing this agenda itom, the representative of the secretariat gave a

brief background of the project, stating that it began in 19R7 :;m\ that its two main

objectives were: (a) to provide necessary statistical data for the different reports

of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly of the United Nations on the follow-
up of the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action far African

Reonomic Recovery and Development (UN-PAARRD); and (b) to prepare a report on the

statistical deficiencies of African countries and recommend measures to strengthen
their capabilities.

'154. Re then presented document F./KCA/PSO. fi/16, indicating that it was a summary of

the reports of the missions carried out in 'A2 African countries on the major problems

identified with regard to institutional arrangements, statistical product.!on. human

resources, budget and technical assistance. The links between these problems as well

as the importance of the role of the director of the national statistical service in

the area of management were smphasi zed.

155. A participant observed that the document only gave general information on the

statistical capacity of African countries covered by the survey. Tt would be

necessary to g i vc: qnan t i f i ed and deta i 3 eH speci fie in forma t i on regarding budget,
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staffing and equipment needed tn attain optimum operating capacity. Such information

should he made avail ahle to all the governments.

156. The ohserver for TNSRK descr i bed the oxperi ence of his organi zation in the

evaluati on of stati sti cal capabiIi ti es. To prepare nati onal accounts for a country

having a population of 10 to 15 million. 15 national accounting experts were required.

This was flifficnlt to obtain because; of the problems mentioned earlier and therefore

the search for other solnti ons must conti mie.

157. The observer for the World Rank informed the meeting that, of the reports produced

by his organization under this project, the most recent wan a document entitled

"African Economic and Financial Data'1. Such information was also available on

di skett.es and cou Id be provi dod to users upon request. He wi shed to know what

progress the secretariat hnd made in t>e compilation of environment statistics.

158. The secretariat took due note of the comments made and stated that E/EOA/PSF). 6/1 6

was a summary of country monographs. Tt had been prepared on the hasis of a

questionnai re that nati onal stat, isti cal off i ces had fi1 Ied out and the di soussions

held with national statistical services. Each country report gave quantified and

detailed information and contained recommendations. The secretariat intended to

finalize the document and include statistical figures which would enable the effort

by a country to obtain optimum operating capacity to be evaluated-

159. The World Rank had been assigned responsibi1i ty for the primary objective of

the project which had heen attained with the publication of the economic and financial

data mentioned earlier. With regard to environment statistics, national consultants

had been recruited to collect information, mainly indicators related to drought and

desertification. Data were so far received from 15 out of 45 sub-Sabaran African

countries, with 10 countries supplying satisfactory responses. Tt was stressed in

this connection that environment statistics, where it existed at all, was in its early

stages and that any data, collection exercise therefore encountered problems in

accessing data and construct!ng cons i stent national seri es.

Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s [agenda i tem 17

(h)]

160. Under this agenda item, a representative of the secretariat introduced document

K/FCA/PSn.6/17: "Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s!t.

The at tent i on of the Ootnm i ttee was drawn to the I ast .TO years of stati sti cal

development in the African region and it was noted thai, during the period just before

the majority of African countries became independent, it was appreciated that, their

development efforts would need the support, of reasonably comprehensive statistics.

Thus after independence local professional staff were trained to replace expatriates

and also to remedy acute staff shortages at the sub-professional level. The 1960s

were therefore devoted largely to training and the further establishment of ongoing

statistical operations with multilateral and hi lateral assistance.

161. The 1970s and the second United Nations Development Decade generated events that

brought changes in outlook which mado considerable impact on African statistics and

resulted in speedier, even if not properly streamlined, production of statistical data
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throughout, the African- region. The secretariat acknowledged that the provision of

multilateral and bilateral assistance to the African countries was a major input in

their statistical development.

162. The representative of the secretariat noted that towards the end of the 1970s

and throughout the 1980s, the African continent sufferer] severe economic crisis and

public expenditures were curtailed in many countries. This affected the process of

statistical development as much-needed resources were reduced precisely at the time

when the need for quantitative information was at its highest. Unexpectedly, African

statistical production stagnated. Tn some areas there were even perceptible reverses

of earlier achievements and the progress towards buiIding up national statistical

capabilities was slowed down. The representative oF the secretariat noted that

external assistance would sti11 be needed for large-scale data col lection 1 ike

censuses a.nd surveys, but not for other forms of stati sti cal ar.ti vi ti es.

163. A representative of the secretariat indicated that the economic crisis was not

the only reason for the deterioration in African statistical development and perhaps

not the most important. Among other reasons were the waning of the political will

that fuelled earlier achievements; the lack of appreciation for the role of

quantitative information in development planning, monitoring and evaluation;.the low

status of statistical services vis-a-vis other services, even the planning ministry;

the lack of proper management; tendency towards routine in some statistical services.

164. He said that in the light of the increasing demand for statistics to help

formulate short-term management policies find long-term development planning, document

E/KOA/PRn.6/17 was intended as a call for action to help redress the deteriorating

process of stati sti cal development in the Afri can region and al so further that;

development. In this connection, it was noted that the recommendations in the

document assigned specific roles to African Governments, national statistical

services, international organizations and multilateral and bilateral donors.

1 fi5. The secretari at had prepared a draft, PI an of Acti on on the hasi s of

recommendations made in the KCA assessment of African statistical capacity in the

context of the 1!NDP/World Rank/tfOA project as reported under agenda item 17 (a).

Unfortunately, it had not been possible to convene an expert group meeting prior to

this Conference to consider the draft. Plan.

Ififi. Tn the ensuing discussions, many participants congratulated the secretariat on

taking the initiative to present the draft Plan of Action. Rome participants

suggested some i mprovemen ts to the draft PI an. The need for nati onal stat i sti cal

advi sory counciIs and research uni ts wi thin nati onal stati sti cal serv i ces was

emphasised. A participant noted that an apparent conflict, existed between the call

made in the plan for increased a.nd sustainable resources from national governments to

thei r stati sti cal serv i ces and the cal 1 s for budgetary rest.rai nts i n the

implementation of structural adjustment programmes.

167. The observer for the Wor 1 d Rank stated that i t seemed paradoxi cal that

statistical services should be among the first to suffer cuts in budgetary

appropriations during crisis and precisely at a time when data needs for effective

management, and monitoring of the macro-economic process were particularly high. This
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„„«, dne possihlv to weak links between producers and users of statist ins and those
persons rPF.pon.ihle for making budgetary appropriation. One possible solution could
be to strengthen statistical activities in line ministries, thns reducing the prob em
of inadequate resources at. the level of the central statistical service and aUo
placing some statistical activities close to user ministries. He noted that private
Sftct.or"part.icipation in data collection should be encouraged, and more attention given

to data analysis with the nan of new and emerging technology.

16ft. Several participants stressed that over- the last 10 years or more, there had
"been a tendency for external assistance to be concentrated in certain areas of
statistics, e.g., demography, while ether area,, e.g., economic Rt.at.i«t..ORy were

comnletelv neglected. They also noted that this tendency had very adverse effects
on 'the development of economic statistics such as movement of tramed " staff-from
other areas of sta.tisf.es tn demographic statistics in search of better joh

opportunities. They called on donors to increase their assistance to work on the
development of economic: statistics in the African region in the 1990s. \ participant
noted that some donor agencies were interested in projects yielding qnick returns.
.However, it. needed to he recognized that, statistical development was a long-term

endeavour.

169 The observer for 1 1,0■informed the Committee that his organisation would continue
to' support statistical development in the African region through its technical
advisory service in the context of the AHSCP. Ha stated that demand for snch
assistance is already hi*h and was hnnnri to increase in the 1990s. At the present
time there are only 'two regional advisers one of whom was funded by M.O under the
AHSCP with the result that not. all requests could he met. The Committee agreed that
the United Nations system he requested to put more resources into the programme.

170 The observer for RFC noted that, there appeared to he a need for bettor co-
oneration between national statistical services and statistical training centres.

One wav of increasing such r:o-oper»tinn could be through collaboration in organizing

workshops and seminars. Tn a reference to the lack of co-operation in the delivery
of assistance bv some donor agencies, he said that this was unfortunate but that some
of the responsibility for this situation would seem to lie on national ministries

responsible for priority sotting and co-ord i no ti on of HKitance

171 The ohse-rver for 1 NSRfi stated that it was, important that governments were aware

of the crucial role of statistics in the development process, and gave adequate

support Statistical services should have an independent st.it.us and further
strategies needed Co hf: pursued which would satisfy statistical training needs in
African countries. He noted that producer/user committees should include the private
sector, trade unions, etc. Statistical activities could he conducted in collaboration

with the African Statistical Association <AFSA) and thns provide opportunities for

conducting research i n .-in inrlivirhw: I capacity.

172 The observer for FAO observed that the low level of donor assistance to
agricultural statistics was probably a reflection of the low priority given; to the
subject by African countries in allocations under their indicative planning figure

(TPF).
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17.1 The observer for ADR stressed the need for bridging the demand/supply gap ir,
stnhistins He further stated that Rt.atist.inai services should increase their
activities in the area of projections, analysis and research and not 1eave such
functions to other institutions, e.g., central bank. He emphasized the need ,or
arieqnnte'and continuous government support for statistics, with the understanding
that there could he some problems in times of financial crisis. Finally, he appealed

to statisticians to make their products marketable and called Tor training of more

middle-level statistical staff and national counterparts.

174 The observer for CKSD-Paris stated that in the area of training the aim should
be to strengthen existing training institutions and make them more product!ve rather

than setting up new ones.

175. The observer for UNJTX) noted that: wherever- possible-, development, projects should
be designed so as to generate internationally comparable data..

17fi The meeting initial |v f.-lt. that the time available to the Statistics Committee
mav not be enough to thoroughly consider- the draft Plan. It; was stated that such a
consideration should be carried out by n working group which, in nririition to the Plan,
could consider other ureent issues such as the statistical data needs and follow-up
to AAF-SAP Tt. was noted thnt thoro war, considerable external interest m these areas

flnd thai African statisticians should; therefore have an opportunity to discuss these

i ssnes.

177 Tt was further observed that the often-made statement that statistical services

have not been able to meet the data needs of planners may not be entirely true. Some

African statistical services have bepn ahle to meet these needs.

17ft. The meeting called on countries to set priorities for their statistioal
development and stressed the need for netting up rational data bases on which t.o rest
the'tint-, which will h* ffeneratPfl in th* 199na. The need for increased resources for
further developing economic statistics, for example, agricultural statistic, was

stressed It was observed that African countries should set. their priorities tor
statistical development and not allow outside interests to distort such pnoiMties.

V79 Th*> meeting called for the creation of indigenous and Bustn.inn.hle statistical
capabilities vfthin tl.fi African region nnH for the creation of institutional

arrangements at the regional level, to sustain such oapabi1iti r>s.

180 Final Iv. th^ Statistics Committee reached a consensus to submit the draft Plan
of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s to a s,h-cor»,tn ttee to be
convened during the present session. The suh-committee was asked to review the draft.

and t.o report back to the Statistics Committee.

Renort on nrngr.-,. i«n Wntat.inn by the Statist!^! vi ^ on ( 1 9R8-i 9R0 ) - r^^
annroved work nrogramme (1950-1991) anrTcr.nR i Herat i on of draft work nrotframme f19^-
19031 a.nd medium-term plan M5B2-199?) (agenda item IS)

1ft1 Tn introducing the two background doenments for this agenda item, entitled
'''Review of RCA statistical activities {198R-i9S9) and future work programme
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(E/ECA/PRD.fi/18) and "Draft medium-term plan, 1992-1997" (E/ECA/PSD. fi/19), a

representative of the secretariat, reported on the work performance of the EGA

Statistics Division for the period 1988-1989, requested the participants.to consider

the approved programme budget for the hienninm 1990-1991 and the proposed work

programme narrative for the hienninm 1992-1993 and presented the draft, medinm-term

plan for the period 1992-1997.

182. He pointed out that the Statistics Division had operated with a high rate of

vacant posts during the 19R8-19R9 hienninm due to the long delay in filling these

posts following the lifting of the recruitment freeze. Thus, the Division could use

only of 62..5 per cent of the total work-months originally allocated. However, the

situation was much better at the end of the period as most, of the vacancies had been

filled during the latter part, of 1989.

183. He also reported that savings amounting to $IJS 3 mi 1 1 ion were to he used to

provide ECA with office automat, inn and micro-computing facilities, including software

and staff training. Two missions had heen sent by United Nations Headquarters and had

oalled for the improvement of such faci1ities as a matter of priority, but a

recommendation to that, effect has so fnr not been implemented. Tf the current

situation were allowed to continue ?.C,A \* •. 1 rl he severely limited in its ability to

serve i ts member States effeet i vely.

184. Tn the discussions that followed, the participants congratulated the secretariat

on its implementation rate for 1988-1989 taking into account the difficulties it had

experienced in respect of available staff resources. They also expressed the wish

that seminars and workshops which could not he held during the hienninm .3988-1989

should he organized during the bienninm 1990-1991, except for one intergovernmental

working group on processing of census, civil registration and sample survey data

[output 3.3 (ii)]. This latter output should he terminated in view of the explanation

given by the secretariat. The meeting also agreed that the following outputs from the

1988-1989 work programme should he terminated:

Outputs

1-2 (i) (h) Report, to the fifth session of the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on the survey of memher

States' requirements for developing statistical data bases

1<3 (i) Report to the fifth session of the Joint Conference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on the Statistical Training
Programme for Africa

2*1 ("*) (a) Report to the "Intergovernmental Working Group on Improving the Rasic
Statistics Required for Planning" on the use of census, survey and

administrative data in national accounts

2.3 (iii) (a) Technical publication on •".,> ECOWAS system of international trade
statistics for government statisticians and planners
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2.5 (d) Technical publication on road transport statistics for government

S'tati s ti ci a.ns and nl amierfi

2,5 (e) Technical pub!ication on review of statistics on youth and women in

agriculture and distribution for government statisticians and planners

3,2 Technical publications: Methods and problems of data processing in

the 1990 round of population and housing censuses of the member States

of the Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa, for government,

statisticians, demographers and planners

,1.3 (ii) Technical publication: Substantive servicing of the intergovernmental

working group on processing of census, civil registration and sample

survey data. s>

185. Fn addition, the meeting recommended that the 1988 and 1989 issues of the African

Statistical Yearhook should be combined a.nd that the volumes concerning North and West

Africa on the one hand, and Central, Kap.t. and Southern Africa on the other, should be

considered as separate outputs. Starting from the 1900 issue, each volume should be

produced on alternate years in order to improve the quality and timeliness of this

pnhli cati on.

186. The participants noted that the Statistical Information bulletin for Africa lias

been discontinued as of the 1990-1991 work programme. The meeting however urged the

secretariat to circulate results of any future studies undertaken to member States in

a timely manner. The Committee recommended that a working group on statistical

priori t ies and data requirements for monitoring; the implementation of AAF-RAP, within

the context of the Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s,

should be included in the 1990-1991 work programme. The meeting recommended the

organization in 1991 of a workshop on household survey in the field of literacy,

nutri t i on , heal th . income and expend i tu res ho he f i nanceri from e>: trahndgptary

resources. It should review technical sMiriies which have been prepared on the above

areas hv the Centra! Co-ordinating Unit of N'HSCP within the United Nations Statistical

the

187. Great concern was expressed about the lack of basic economic statistics for the

compilation of national accounts. Tt was hoped that the revision ol' the System of

National Accounts (SNA) would take African conditions into account, and that

computerization of national accounts would make progress on the continent.

188. The observer for TT.O pointed onft*that paragraph 36 of document F./RCA/PSD. 6/1 8

floes not indicate the .number of missions undertaken by the 11,0/F.CA Regional Adviser

in Household Surveys, of which 25 had been funded by IT,0. The secretariat recognizer!

that these figures should have be^n mentioned.

189. The observer for FAO observed that the work programme in the field of

agricultural statistics implemented hy the Joint RCA/FAO Agriculture Division should

have also been included in the document under consideration.
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190. Replying to the observer for the World Rank. the representative of the

secretariat confirmed thnt RCA also attaches great importance to th« co-ordination

of activities between the various international agencies. The secretariat welcomed

the possibility of a data processing adviser being posted to Arid'is Abaha under the

SDA project.

191 . A number nf participants pointed out that important Conference background

documents were receiver! onl y on I;he i r arrival i n Aridi s Ababa and recommended* that

these should be sent to member Stnt.es in advance to enable adequate preparations to,

he carried out at. the national level. They also urged member States'to co-operate,

fully with the secretariat, by sending regularly copies of their published stati F.ti oal

data to ECA.

192. To conclude the discussions under this agenda item, the meeting strongly

recommended that adequate resources should he provided to the RCA St.fit.i sti es Di vi si on

under the regular budget, particularly as regards micro-computing facilities and

travel funds, in order to strengthen the services offered to memher States, thus

contri buti ng to stat i stical development in the region,

Adoption of the report. { agenda i hem .19)

193. The Commi ttee adopted i ts report.

DEMOGRAPHY COMMTTTRK

El eeti on of officers {agenda i tern 2.0 )

194. the absence of Zaire, chairman of the fifth session of the Demography Committee,

Ni geri a. vi ee-chai rman. presi den over the electi on of the foI lowing Rurean:

Ohai rperson : Mr. ,1. H . Nowa, Mai aw i

First Vine-Ohairperson: Mr. Adognon Koffi. Togo

Second Vice-Chairperson: Mr. Thomas Kongnep, Cameroon

Rapporteur: Mr. Ahriellati f Ohaonai. Morocco.

An evaluation of the age-sex data of recent African population censuses (agenda item

21)

19iS. A representati vn of the secretariat, in i ntrodue i ng this agnnda. item, noted that

the evidence from the selected member States with information on single- and five-year

age distributions points to extensive digit, preference/avoidance. With reference to

the overall evaluation of the age-sex data, he observed that the age-sex distributions

were highly inaccurate, with, the situation more serious in the West", and Rast African

snhregions compared with the North. Central nnd Southern Afr i can siihregions. He

however poi nted out that some i mprovement.s have taken pi ace i n the reporting and

recording of the age data in successive censuses of the 1960s, 1970s and 19R0s.

190. Fn order to i mprove the report i ng and record i ng of the age data of future

population censuses in Avri can coun tri es. he tabied three mo i rs recommendations: (a)

careful selecti on and train i ng of the field staff. ospeoi ally enumerators; (b)
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is st.il'I not an important component of population growth although the brain drain is

qn i te si g'ni f i cant in most conntri e.F..

203. Regard i ng the nat i onal popn 1 at. i on programmes , the representative of the

secretari a t no her! that there wa.s p. mix' nY dRVf-jl opments i n the member States. Wh i 1 e

some count.ri eR have moved from pro-nats ] i sh to an hi -natal i at nosi ti ons and are

conso i i dati ng their popu! ati on policy formulation strategies, others are rea.cti vati ng

thf! implementation of t.hsir existing strategies to ensure a renl i zation of their

objectives. Sti ! 1 others. wit.it more recently ^stabl i shed e>:pl ir.it. pol ir.ies. are

work i ng out, modal i ti rs of i m;>l ementi ng the strntegi rr of such po I i ci es.

204. He then stressed I" hat a member State's national programme shoul d fieri ve from

the ".^ii i del i Ties" whi ch it deve! oned earl i er for i is teg rat i ng popul ati on factors i n

devel opmen t planning si mu! taneons v'i th component, sectors. rb.c!i con si st i ng of

project/activities grouped around a related subset of the population policy

objectives; targets and strategies. He observed that the decade of the 1980s can be

regarded as one (luring which the modus operand i for population policy formulation was

ffl.i r I y under nnntrnl wi t.hi n most member States oe the reg ion. In thi s r^gn.rc], he

further observed that, four sets of documents are useful in providing a'guide to member

States, namely (a) the two volumes of the report of the Regional Training Workshop on

demographi c est i mates and project i ons h;ild at R1 PS (Accra) in 19R5; (h) "gu i deli nes"

for integrate ng popu'i ati on f ac l.ors in dnvel opment pi anni ng ; (c) Af ri can Popul ati on

Studies series, No. 10; and (d) the series of monitoring reports on the implementation

of the KPA recommendntions. Regarding imnlernentnhi on of population policy strategies,

he noted thai: the establ i shment of a mult, i sectoral comm i ttee as advocated i n the

"guidelines" was a pertinent tool. Findings of review reports on UNFPA projects are

enually usefu!.

205. [hiring the debate, p«rticipants expressed satisfaction with the overall quality

of thf: document,. However, they rai sed i ssues wi t,h the non-i nclusion of pol i ci es on

morbidity/mortal i t.y and the role of women in development, the need to de-emphasize the

poor impart, of the population policy in Kenya: the rationale of n population policy

in the face of 'ATDS'; the ideal population .si/.e for a country; the criteria used by

the seeretari at in se!ecti ng the five member States included in the report: the

countries that, have indeed implemented the KPA recommendations; the philosophy of the

i nt.f«g rat, i on process : nnrl. the need t.o f onus on pnpu I a.t.i on i n format, i on an hi v i t. i rr i ti

the region. Additionally, the Committee was informed about the adoption of the

N'djamena Programme of Action on Population (19RQ) on population and Hevelopment in

the Sahel by the member States of CTI.SS.

20fi. The representa.ti ve of the secretariat explained that, the detailed coverage of

po I i ci es on the i ndi cater] aspechs of point 1 at i on g'rowth components i s contai ned in

the hi gger rlocnment ( A Fri can Pr.pu I n.ti on fstudi en sori es. No. 10). He accepted the

addi ti onat i nformati on prov i ded on the ohangi ng s i turt I;i on regard ing the i mpact of

Kenyan popul at i on pol i cy. hn h st.ressed that the. factors H.ccoun ting for the observed

i mpact. {1965-1981 ) have been h i ghIi ghhed i n severe! fora; i mnortant were also the

steps bei ng taken to i mnrovn the no ! i c.y \ mpact.

207 . i?.eg.'j.rd-i ng the rn hi onal e for a ponu I ati on po i i cy rel ;vt i ve l.o the ' A I'OS'

nn. he ;tdrri i i, ted that 'AIDS', in a way. imposes s«'):ne conl.rol on n. country's
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population growth. Rut a policy is not synonymous with population control. Rather,

since it comprises measures and programmes designed to contribute to the achievement

of a country's economic, social, demographic, political and other collective goals,

a population policy should form an integral part of the country's overall development

strategy. On the issue of an ideal population size, its growth rate relative to that

of the economy is often a factor of greater concern. This concern underlines the

ongoing debate as to whether or not rapid population growth rate is the real

constraint to socio-economic development: and the contemporary consensus for

implementation of population and development programmes.

20R. Regarding the hasis for selecting the five member States covered in the present

monitoring report, he explained that KOA had contacted several member States at

varying stages of population policy development. Given resource constraints, a mission

was undertaken to the first five responding. On the States that have implemented the

KPA recommendations, he observed that the member Rt.fl.tes could only be categorized as

being at different stages of the integration continuum.

209. Finally, he provided a working definition of 'integration' from the "guidelines"

and then outlined the steps indicated in the latter for operational i 7.i ng the

integrati on process at the macro and sectoral 1evels.

The relative roles of maternal and child health care and family planning programmes,

proximate determinants and socio-economic correlates in influencing fertility (agenda

item 23)

210. Tn presenting document K/ECA/PSn.fi/22, a representative of the secretariat

presented various factors which influence ferti1i t.y directly 1 ike proximate

determinants or indirectly like socio-economic variables which influence the proximate

determinants. The influence on ferti1ity can he ei ther to increase or decrease

fertility. Therefore it was difficult to disentangle the impact of each of the

factors. However, some empirical evidence was given wherever possible. For instance,

improvements in health and implementation of efficient family planning programmes have

had a more important role in some countries while in others, sooi n—economic

development is more critical in reducing fertility.

211. He stressed the far:t thnt. governments wanting to moderate fertility should

include in their action programmes, which aim at improving maternal and child health

care and family planning, programmes with particular emphasis on such aspects as birth

spacing, prolonged breast feeding, fertility regulation, reduction of infant and child

mortality, motivation of the people through information, education and communication

programmes aiming at changing attitudes for small families. Delayed marriages for

women and improvement in their education and status are seen as equally crucial. He

indicated that a combination of improvements in the general socio-economic conditions

with other actions referred to above would bring about greater impact, in reducing

fertility. The need for memher States to actively implement the policies recommended

by the KPA was stressed once again.

212. Tn the discussions that followed, a. number of participants appreciated the

quality of the document. Rome of the issues or questions raised by participants

included information and motivation activities that, had contributed to successful
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pg that led to fertility decline in India, p.peci f i cn.l 1 y wit.li reference, to

Kerala State; data on proportions of single;, widowed and divorced women who could

affect the high proportions of contraceptive up.e in Mauritius; whether the

relationship between income and fertility was always linear: whether a strategy on

education and information was necessary; need for research studies by the secretariat

on both demand find supply aspects .-»f ft-rtil i ty; and the impact, of migration oh

ferti1i ty.

213. Regarding the success story of Kerala .State, in India., the representative of

the secretariat, emphasized that significant improvements in health, improvements and

expansion in education for the majority of the population which led to high

proportions of literate women, and availability of family planning programmes were

the major factors that led to lower fertility though Kerala State is one of India's

poor States. With reference to the question on Mauritius, he noted that, the document

did not contain figures on proportion of single, widowed and divorced women who were

using contraception, but such data would he made available. The Reoretarint felt, that

the high contraceptive use in Mauritius was not necessarily due to single, widowed and

d i vorced women . He exp 1 a i neri fr hat the re 1 a.t i onp.h i n between i noome per capi ta. a.nd

fertility level was not always linear noting that, below the threshold of the income

1five1, there was no re 1 at. i on whi1e i ncome ner capita beyond the threshoId is

associated with rapid declining fertility and at further increase in income, fertility

may decline at a diminishing rate and reach a point where any further increase in

income may not have any influence: on ferti 1 ity.

214. He: agreed nn the need for an. information education communication (TF.G) strategy

to ensure that the population was welt informed about the relationship between

population and development and the benefit of having the number of children that could

he properly taken care of in terms of basic needs 1ikfi education, for example.

However, each country would he responsible for the development of its own strategy

based on specific socio-culturai and environmental conditions. The secretariat took

note of research studies that look ,'it both the demand and supply factors affecting

fertility and pointed out that a study had been conducted in 1988 that dealt with the

demand aspect. That study was entitled "Social cultural and legislative factors

affecting family formation and fertility in selected countries"

[EOA/POP/TP/HR/2(2.2)1. Vn th reference to mi grnt i on as one of the socio-economi c

variables affecting fertility, he pointed out that in some countries the absence of

male population for prolonged peri fids 1i nn ts sexual i ntercourse and may thus 1ower

fertility. However, some views were raised that migration of males may contribute to

women using nont.rs.rept. ion during the absence of the husbands and hence affect

fertility all the same. It was noted in the. discussions that where both husband and

wife migrate, they may not; want, to have an many children as in the original place of

residence. Tn such cases,, migration may contribute to reduce fertility.

Report, on RIPS, T FORD and CERPOO (agenda item 24)

215. The Director of TFORD, referring to document K/RC A/I-'SD. 6/23, presented the main

activities of the Institute during the biennium I9RK-1989. Thirty-one student?, out

of 34 were graduated after two years of training anri .12 students have registered in

October 1989. He further revealed that most innovations that took place in the
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curriculum following the recommendations of the Governing Council included individual

dissertation?,, more np.ft of computers by the students and the teaching of new subjects.

21fi. Other training and research activities of the Institute were presented. The

Institute organized four training workshops on various topics like mother and child

health, training on research project design in social sciences, statistical analysis

of fertility, etc. Furthermore; intensive research had led to numerous publications

particularly in a new series called "Medium Sizn Cities".

217. Re^ardine the future of I FORT), the Director recalled the main recommendations

of the re-structuring mission, the report, of which was sent to all member States.

He invited participants to use their good officefi in order to stimulate the reaction

of thei r respecti ve governments on the recommendations of the mi ss i on and on the

re-strueturi ng pi an.

218. He i nformed the Commi ttee that i mprovement of the f i nanei al s i tuati on had

improved. However, while thanking the contributing member States he made an appeal

for all to contribute to the running of I,he fnstitnte.

219. For his part,, the Director of RIPS presented a progress report on the Institute

foeusi Tig on the f ol 1 owing areas of acM vi ti es undertaken during the hi enn i urn 1 988-

1989: (a) formal training, (h) research., (c) dissemination of information finri research

funding, and (d) advisory services. On formal training emphasis was placed or. the

large nnmher of fellows (118} who participated in the M.A. (Population Studios) degree

programme during the reporting period. Attention was drawn to ihe wide geographical

spread of the participants and their level of success attained in the course.

220. It was further noted that signifieant strides had also been made in traini ng

at. the M. Phil, and Ph.D levels. During the course of 1988 and 1989. if) M. Phil,

theses by fellows of the Institute were examined hy the Roard of Graduate Studies of

the University of Ghana. Of these, eight, were unconditionally passer!, while the

remai ning two were "passed subject to correcti ons". The three oand idates who were

registered for the Ph. D degree in 1986 had now completed their theses for assessment.

Two new candidates had also been enrolled anc; had commenced work on their theses.

221. Non-formal training in the form of at! hoc training workshrps .i.nri seminars were

organized for participants from member States, including past, stndr-nts of the

Institute. The training activities comprised three workshops/seminars on data quality

and evaluat.i on nnri a col loqui inn ori the i mnacV o f f ami 1 y pi armi ng programmes in

suh-Sahnran Africa.

222. Students of the Institute undertook varied research activities for their

di ssertation and theses work. They a I so undertook nri mary rest":arch on internal

migration in Abntifi in 1987 and fertility in Mpraeso in 1988. Data from both surveys

had been published and also used by some students for writing their long essays. Note

was taken of a number of continuing analytical and methodological research activities

by the academic staff of the Institute. A major primary field research completed hy

staff memhers was the Ferti1ity Survey of Greater Accra. Work on processing find

■analyzing the survey data had already started towards the eventual organisation of a

feed-back seminar later in 1990.



R/F.CA/PSn.6/27

Page 45

223. Arising from the research and management activities were a. number of publications

by staff and students. The 1 i st i r.r.l lifted RT PS N'ewsl etter {4 i ssues); Occasi ona 1

Paper, No.4; Bibliography Series (Nos. 1 and 2); RTPS Working Paper (Nos.4 and 5);

RIPS Occasional Publication (No.l); and Survey Series (Nos. 1 and 2).

224. Participants were informed that the Institute was recently assessed by a UNFPA-

appointed independent evaluation mission from 18 to 26 October 1989 for an assessment

of RTPS performance and from 21 to 27 November 19ft9 for evaluation of the Institute's

oonvputer facilities. Roth reports are expected. The procedures for evaluation of the

Institute by graduating students was also outlined.

225. The observer for OFRPOD reviewed the activities of the Centre during the period

considered. These activities which are implemented in the framework of a five-year

plan, include research, ongoing training, academic training, seminars and workshops,

sci ent. i f i c infor mat. i on and heohni cal assi stance.

226. For the future CF.RPOD intends to continue most of its activities and elaborate

a five-year plan, 1993-1907.

227. During the debate, participants asked questions about the collaboration between

African training institutions, the differences in the curriculum between TFORD and

RTPS, on the follow-up of the graduates, the financial contribution expected from

member States, the harmonization issues and a request for establishing a training

centre for Afri can Portnguese-speaki ng countri es.

228. The directors responded to the Queries of the participants.

229. The Director of TFORT) took note of the suggestion made regarding collaboration

with the Cairo Demographic Centre and indicated that hoth institutions were already

exchanging publications. He explained the differences in the curricula by the

tradition established between francophone and anglophone systems. He indicated that

other training aotiviies were either carried out by the Institute or in collaboration

with other institutions. Furthermore, former graduates were followed up upon

regularly and an update file exists at the Institute.

230. The observer for CF.RPOO indicated that the five-year programme is adopted by

the member States, that the projects are implemented in co-operation with them.

Seventy-five per cent of research projects are implemented by national institutions

or fellows. Research dissemination seminars are also organized in the member States.

231 . Tn the rii scussi on on RT PS. the Di rector i nd i oated that, the M. A. 1 2-month

programme is designed for government employees who are expected to resume their

activities after training. Fellows with outstanding performance in this programme

can register for the M. Phil. 18-month programme upon agreement of their respective

governments. Furthermore; on recommendations of the University of Ghana and RTPS

some fellows who completed M. Phil, could enrol for the Ph.I) three-year programme.

On other activities of the Institute, the Director explained that research programmes

are undertaken by the staff, either individually or in collaboration with students

supervised by them. Most of the studies are puhlisheri and made availahle to other
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institutions. Rome of them are preRented at workshops or seminars attended also by

past RTPS students.

232. Tn responding to queries regarding evaluation and monitoring activities of RTPR,

the Director observed that fellows completing their studies also fill evaluation

reports, which are reviewed by the Governing Council. Furthermore, UNFPA, as the main

funding agency, in collaboration with RCA evaluates regularly the Institute. The

report, of Riich exercise is also submitted to the Council. He welcomed the suggestion

for a system of evaluating past students in their post-training activities. However,

the Institute maintains mailing addresses for all formers students of RIPS.

233. The Chief of the RCA Population Division thanked the pnrti ci pants for

congratulating the Directors of the Institutes. He invited them to ensure that

contributions to the Institutes are reflected in the budgets of their respective

conntri es. On the i ssne of harmon i znt i on he recal 1 ed the deci s i on by the F.CA

Conference of Ministers that each Institute remains separate. Nonetheless, RTPR and

TFORD collaborate closely through seminars, exchange of publications and high-level

meetings of Directors of both Institutes. Similar collaboration exists between RTPR

and the Cairo Demographic Centre.

234. On the creation of a centre for Portuguese-speaking countries, he indicated that

RCA had in the past mandated the Population Division to contemplate this possibility.

Rut in view of some difficulties it was at that, time not possible to open such centre.

However, in view of progress achieved by the Portuguese-speaking countries since

independence and in view of the emerging need, the possibility could be envisaged.

The meeting took note of past efforts by RCA. The Director of RTPR indicated that his

Institute was available to collaborate in the teaching of fellows from these

countri es, save the 1angnnge d i ffi cnlti es.

Renort. on population activities (1988-1989) , review of approved programme of work

(1990-1991) and consideration of draft work programme f1992-1993) and medium-term plan

(1992-1997) (agenda item 25).

235. In presenting documents F./F.CA/PRD. fi/24 and R/KCA/PRD. fi/24/Add. 1 , a representative

of the secretariat, described RCA population nativities for the biennia 19RR-1989 and

1990-1991 and the proposed work programme (1992-1993), as well as the draft medium-

term plan (1992-1997).

23fi. During the period 1988-19R9 the population programme continued to comprise three

subprogrammes. Tn addition, the Population Division executed the fnllowing main

UNFPA-funded projects: Regional demographic advisory services, one component of

ORRPOD. TFORD, POP1N-AFRTCA and RTPR.

237. The 1990-1991 approved work programme puts emphasis on studies related to

mortality, infant and childhood mortality, migration and urbanization, refugee

prohlems, the impact of family planning and its evaluation, population policies and

methodology of integration of demographic variables in the planning process.

238. The 1992-1997 medium-term plan is heing submitted to the General Assembly of

the United Nations. The RCA population programme has become one Riihprogramme by
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itself. The strategy ami the objectives of the plan take into account the changing
needs of the member States.

239. The observer for CEVF.T) presented the five main activities of the Centre:

strengthening and developing methodology of data collection and analysis, a vital

registration programme, studies on population dynamics, studies ' on the
interrelationship between population and development {health, family...)* training
and research fellow visits, documentation. He then gave a brief account of the CEPED
outputs.

240. During the debate, participant?, congratulated the Population Division for. (the
quality of the services rendered to memher States and for its efficiency. Suggestions
were also made with a, view to enriching the work programme, like conducting .studies
on infant and maternal mortality, status and conditions of women and their effects on

economic and social development. effect of female migration or. fertility,

interrelationship between population growth and environment in Africa, etc.

241. The representative of the secretariat indicated that note was duly taken of the
pertinent suggestions and the work programme would be revised in the light of the new
needs of member States, given the availability of resources. He recalled that
mortality was already a priority for the Population Division, but limited resources
made it difficult to increase activities in the field. He also recalled the
contribution of RCA in the methodology of mortality surveys and encouraged countries
to make more use of it. He recognized the need for complementary studies on the
topics suggested.

242. Refore adjourning the session on agenda item 25, the Chairman invited the
senretanat, at the request of participants, to present the technical background
paper E/EOA/PSD.6/TP/R which highlights the methodo!ogical and technological
innovations in the areas of demographic data collection, processing and analysis.

243. Tn presenting the paper, the representative of the secretariat brought to the
attention of the meeting the vast, and varied quar-titv of data collected in the
censuses in Africa and the need for fuller exploitation of information available.
Tt was pointed out that even though several methods are available for the evaluation
and analyses of the demographic data, there was need for adaptation and modification
of the available techniques to respond to the data situation in the continent.
Several of these were presented in a workbook published by FICA/RTPS based on a
training workshop held at RIPS for English-speaking countries. * A similar workshop has
also been held for FVench-spRaking countries and the workbook based on this is in

preparation. Tt was mentioned that in order to opera* i onal i ze some of the new
methods, appropriate software is being developed and will be utilized in « workshop
scheduled to he held at RfPS in July/August 1990.

244. During discussions t.h* question of standardization of nomenclature the
possibility of use of pre-coded questionnaires and of audio-visual aids and other
electronic med!a m data collection was raised. The participants also felt that
there was need for RCA to organize more workshops to effectively disseminate these
new methodologies and techniques.
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245. Tn repl y, the represen tat i vr of the Recretar i at sai d that even though i t was

useful tn have standard!zed definitions of terms and terminnlogies, it. should not

affect data quality because of the known variations between countries and even within

large countries in such questions as marital status, household, etc. He admitted that

pre-coded questionnaires certainly would reduce data collection time, but should he

planned properly and used carefully to avoid loss of information as has been noted in

some countries which tried such dodges. He welcomed the suggestion to organize more

workshops on various aspects of data collection and analysis and informed the meeting

that a subregional training workshop on use of micro-computers in data evaluation and

analysis is planned in 1990 for English-speaking countries to he followed by one in

1991 for French-speaking countries. Tt was suggested that perhaps in 1992 there

should he a regional training workshop embracing all countries in the continent to

consider the fuller exploitation and interpretation of the data expected to be

available as the 1990 round of censuses are completed around 1995. The manuals and

software being produced for the workshops in 1990 and 1991 will he cnnti minusly

updated to reflect the changing needs and data, situation in the continent.

24fi. The representative of the secretariat, read a message from the Director of the

United Nations Population Division, who is retiring. The meeting invited the

secretariat to express to him its appreciation for his active participation in past

sessions and for his concerns and interest in population issues related to Africa.

Adoption of the report (agenda item 26)

247. The Committee adopted its report as well as the following:

Conclusi ons and recommendati ons

248. Tn summary, the Demography Committee deliberated on five substantive agenda

iterns. On agenda, itern 21 , it noted that rlespite time-speoi fie improveroents, the

observed age-sex data were still inaccurate particularly in countries of the West

and Eastern African subregions. Suggestions were then made to ensure better .ige-sex

data quality; emphasis was also placed on the need to establish and/or improve upon

existing vital registration systems.

249. On agenda item 22, the national population programmes of selectee] member States

were reviewed using ok an analytical framework the "guidelines" developed by the

secretariat for integrating population factors in development planning. The review

provided some basis for guiding future 'integration' by member States.

250. On agenda item 23, the importance of simultaneous implementation of population

and soci o-economi c development programmes was stressed as a poss i hie venue for

effecting reductions in the levels of fertility and in the rapid population growth

rates of member States.

251. On agenda item 24, progress reports on R.TPS, IFOR!), and CRR.POD were presented

alongside related operational constraints. The need to recognize the useful role of

these Institutes was stressed together with the related issues of providing continued

funding for their effective operations.
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?52. On agenda item 25. t.hft work programmes of the secretariat were reported and
appraised >or the periods I9«fi-I9fi9*, 193(1 -1991 and 1992-1093.

253. The Committee then noted with satisfaction that, on an increasing scale, African

countries were recognizing the importance of incorporating population factors in their
national development, plans, particularly Pol lowing the adoption of the KAP. Tn tins

context, the Committee made the following reenmmenrintions:

Af ri can conntri «s shoui d con hi mie the i r eomnii tment to i mpl ement the

recommendations contained in the KPA. In particular, those countries which
have not yet formulated relevant noliei us to contain thei r nopuI ation

problems, as identified, were urged to do so. Accordingly, the Committee

urged:

(a) Countries to make greater use of the "guidelines" for operationalizing such

integration:

(b) Countries to ensure careful selection and training of their field survey

staff, as well as more judicious choice of questions (on age) and minimization of

coverage errors; there ' was also the need to establish and/or improve vital

regi strati on systems;

(c) Countries to draw from the "existing and known" success stories while

formulating implementation strategies for their population policies;

(d) The secretariat to place greater emphasis on policy-oriented studies related

to the causal i nterrs: I ati r,nshi pa between chi Id/maternal mortality and fertility levels

as well as the need to address such causes;

(e) The secretariat, in liaison with the regional training institutes and other

interested agencies, to organize a regional seminar on population growth dynamics;

(?) The secretariat to organize workshops on methodologies and techniques in

population data collection, analysis and utilization of findings in socio-economic
development;

(g) The secretariat, in consul tation with tho Portuguese-sneaking countries,

to establish » middle-level training centre in demography:

(h) The secretariat, through its POPTN-AFRTOA activities, to promote the

development of TEC programmes simultaneously with identification of permanent

structures/facilities for creating population information within the framework of

the integration process;

(i) (,'NFPA to increase its funding of the regional advisory services of the RCA

Population Division: and

(i) The FCA Executive Serretnrv to take up the matter of financing the regional

training institutes with African Heads of State and Government.
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INFORMATION SCIENCE COMMITTEE

RTer.1-.ion of officers (agenda, item 27)

254. The following officers were elected:

Chairperson: Mr. Phi]ip T. Waohiaya. Kenya

First vioe-chairpprson: Mr. ft. A. Mahiza. Tanzania

Second v ioe-ohai rperson: Mr. Gorfn Asefa Damte. Ethiopia

Rapporteur: Mr. Tayemu Masikini. Malawi

gs renort. on Rstfl-hi iahment of PAD IR network of national . suhregionai and

i nst.i t.nt.i onal parti ci pati ng centres (agenda i tpm 2R)

255. A representative of the secretarial presenter! document E/ECA/PRD.fi/25 hearing

the same title as the agenda item. It", was reporter! thai: since the writing of the

document, the number of national participating centres (NPCs) had increased by another

four, bringing the actual number of NPCs ho 32. A list of the four additional centres

was distributed. A brief introduction to the PATHS network was given, outlining the
different elements of the network including the NPCs, sub-regional centres (SCs). and

subregional and regional institutional participating centres (TPCs).

25fi. The Committee was informed that among the benefits network members received

were: advisory services, internships at PADIR, and training of staff in PADIS
methodologies, hihl i ographi c data, base management and management of documentation .inri

information centres. NPCs also received information in printed form as well as data

from the PADTR information system downloaded on diskettes and tapes. The

responsibilities of network members were to exchange information with the network

ami to utilize the PADTS norms and standards for documentation and information. It

was also expected that a NPC should have sufficient, manpower to act as a national
focal point in the network, that the centre should be operational, that the physical

infrastructure should be in place and that information should be processed actively.

The issue of compatibility of equipment, was also d i scnssed.

257. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania announced that his country

would shortly nominate a NPC to join the PATHS network. Questions were raised about

the possibi 1 i f.y of PATHS assistance in equipment and capital development. While this

was not possible. PADTS could help in formulating project documents and identify

prospective donors from whom such assistance might be obtained.

25R. Several participants raised the issue of t.he'need to accelerate the pace of

development of both national and suhregional centres. The Executive Secretary was

asked to use his good iiffir.es to encourage member States to move more rapidly in this
area. DiplomatifTchannels in Addis Ababa should ho. used, it was noted, to communicate

information about the network.
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Report on PADTS activities (1988-1989), review of approver) work programme (1990-1991),

consideration of draft work programme (1992-1993.).j. .arid meH inm-term plan 1992-1997

(agenda i tern 29)

A representati ve of the sncretari at presented document R/ROA/PSD.6/26 beari ng

the title of the agenda item which detailed PADTS activities during the bienninm 1 988-

1 989 i ncludi ng the deli very of trai ni ng. adv i snry servi r.es and other forms of

technical co-operation for RCA member States: data base development, networking, user

servi oes, serv i ci ng of Iegi si at ive and other meeti ngs i noluding expert groups,

undertaking of studies and issuance of publications. Tt was noted that the 1990-1991

work programme won 1d conti nue to be fi nanced from extrabudgetary sources. However,

there were presently no provisions for continuation of posts beyond 1990. The draft

programme of work for 1992-1993 which derived from the medium-term plan for 1992-1997

was also di scussed.

2R0. Tn di scussi on of this i tern, several part i ci pants noted posi tively the i norease

in the number of NPC from 11 to 32 during the period under review and the substantial

services rendered to member States despite the limited resources at PADTR* disposal.

PADTS, however, was urged tn make NPf's aware of thei r need to supply i nformation to

the regional co-operative system, especially in cases where the focal points were not

themselves information producers. Questions were raised about the filling of the post

of director of PADTS. The mooting was informed that steps were being taken by the RCA

Admi ni strati on to have thi s post filled as soon as nossi hie.

261. Participants wanted to know why it had taken so long for PADIS to receive

financing from the regular budget of the United Nations. The representative of the

secretariat detailed the submissions that had been made by RCA to the General Assembly

requesting some professional posts to he financed by the regular budget. While they

were unsuccessful for the present bionnium, assurances had heen given that in the

event that continuing extrabudgetary resources were not secured, core posts could be

financed from conti ngenoy funds.

262. The problem of WNDP financing of PADTS in 1991 and during its fifth programming

cycle (1992-1997) was also raised. Participants felt that, in view of PADIS' efforts

in Afr i ca to create an Informati on system that was assi st i ng Afri can eonntri es in

their development, processes, UNDP nnrl other donors should consider favourably

continued support to PADTS. The Committee decided to draw up a recommendation on this

concern.

263. Other suggestions were also made to enhance the impact of PADTS' activities in

Afri can member States. such as frequent mi ss ions tn the member eonntri es. The

importance of this suggestion was noted, although its realization was limited by

resource constraints. Tn this situation, PADTfi was urged to use all available means

of commnui cation to deli ver i ts message to member States. Parti ni pants noted thei r

responsibility tn raise the awareness of their respective countries on the importance

of the informati on component of development. PADTS' efforts were applanded i n the

promotion of information and information technology policies. Tt was noted that a

PADTS regional seminar had led to the adoption of an information policy in one country

of the region.
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264. Questions ware also raised about the PADTS-STAT data base, and details were

given on the efforts to effect it* portability to mic.rocompnters.

The use of microcomputers in documentation and information centres in Africa [agenda

item 29 (a)]

265. The Committee amended its agenda to consider as (a) under thin agenda item

document R/ECA/PSD.fi/TP/4 "The use of microcomputers in documentation and information

centres in Africa", presented by the secretariat. The document was based on a

questionnaire survey of documentation and information centres in Africa which updated

a survey undertaken in 1988 winch had been presented to the fifth session of the Joint.

Conference. Tn discussion of this sub-item, participants noted that the document

under1ined the continuing need of member States for services PADTS con Id provide.

PADIS. it was noted, could help to alleviate the literature famine in Africa through

provision of its user services to participating centres and their nodes. The need for

more training in microcomputer use was emphasized, provided that it was compatible

with locally available equipment. Participants stressed the burden on themselves as

professionals to ensure that microcomputers increased productivity in their countries.

266. The problem of computer viruses was discussed, a phenomenon to which Africa was

particularly vulnerable in light of its resource shortages. The representative of the

secretariat said that each would try i-.o communicate early warnings of such viruses to

its network, information was also provided on the dissemination of CD-ROM technology

in the region. T7i view of the generally critical shortage of manpower in informatics

and information science, participants stressed the need to profit from those countries

in the region which were better provided in this regard. In the development of

information policy, it. was noted that all components of the information industry,

including the mass media, had to be included in order for development information to

reach the grass-roots.

Any other business [agenda item 29 (b)l

267. Fnformation was requested on progress made in establishing a Master of

Information Science programme at Addis Ababa University. Participants asked that

they be kept ahreast of developments on this programme through the PADTR newsletter

and information sent ho member States. PATHS was urged to establish a programme of

familiarization tours for network members to visit its facilities. in addition to

reports on the PAD1S network, on technical assistance and on the utilization of

information technology in the Africa region, the Committee requested an agenda item

at i |-,s 1992 meeting on resources of national information centres/services in Africa.

Adoption of report (agenda item 30)

268. After discussion and approval of amendments, the Committee adopted its report and

a recommendation on improving information flows in the African reeion.
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Any nh'hpr husi nsss ( agenda i tern .11 )

269. The Prominent, of the African Stat i st i oai Association (AFRA) informed the meeting

about, the background anH aoti v i tie?; of the A shot: i n.ti on. formed in 19ft 4 under the

auspices of the Joint Conference #nd t.he EC A Conference of Ministers. Re noted that

the Assooi ati on current 1 y has a memhershi n nf 500 . drawn from At ri nan stnti st i ei ans

and other re I at erf profess i onai s i nt erested in t.he devnl opment of stati sti cs in t.he

oonti nent.. He i'.old t.hfi meet i ng th;it AFSA a 1 so provi fles n, 1 i nk between nati onal

Rt.at i sti oal assoeri ati nns . The Assori af'.i on had puhl i shed three new?. 1 fitters and that

a scientific journal was about to be established. The Associ ntinn *s first". Scientific

Conference , he ! d i n Abu.ia, N'i ger i a, in 1 989 , was attended by stati at i ci aim from the

enti re continent. The F.ecnnd such con r prence is pi armed to be he! d in Morocco in

either 1991 or 1992.

270. The meeting apnreci ated the i ni ti n.1 i ve by the secret, ari at to i two I ve Af r i can

economists in the sixth session of the Conference to interact, with planners and other

di sc i pii nes. An appeaI was made to continne the involvement of these Afri can

i nte t 1 ect.ua 1 s in future meeti ngs of the Joi nt Conference.

Consi deration of the draft nrovif, i onal agenda for the seventh sors i on of the Joi nt

Conforencn ( agenda i hem 'A2 )

271. A representative of the secretariat introduced the document, entitled "suggested

agenda items for PRO.7". Tn the discussion, the importance of including plenary items

on women, refugees and food a id was stressed. Add i ti ons were al so made and

correcti ons noted to the proposed agenda for the suhcommi ttees. As amended. the

following draft provisional agenda was adopted:

Pr.RN7.RY

1. Opening address.

2. R]ecti on of offi cers.

?,. Adopt i on of agenda.

4. Statistical requirements for monitoring and evaluating short-term policy

reforms and long-torm development programmes.

5. The use of information technology in the African region.

fi. F.CA technical assistance in planning, statistics, demography and information

science.

7. Review of social and economic conditions in Africa. 1990-1991, with special

consi Heration of:

(a) The ro I e of women in tht> recovery process;
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(h) The fil-.at.tiR of refugees and their impart on socio-economic development;

(c) The role of food ait) as a source of investment within the

sooio-eoonom i c pi ans.

H. Progress report of follow-up on AAF-SAP.

9. Report on follow-up activities on RCA maero-economio modelling of AAF-SAP.

10. Assessment of nfi.fi onal experi ences in the imp! pmen tati on of the

recommendations of the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action (KPA).

PLAKNTNfi m

11. Election of officers.

12. Integration of the informal sector in overall development process.

13. A study on macro-economic mnnagement and planning in Africa.

14. Report on the progress of the implementation of short-term forecasting

systems in some Afr\can eountvi es.

15. Studies on policy instruments of AAF-RAP in the determination of appropriate

exchange rates in Afri can conntri p.p..

16. Report, of the rnstitut;e for Rconomic Development and Planning.

17. Report on ECA planning activities (1990-1991). review of approved work

programme (1992-1993) and consideration of draft work programme (1994-1995).

1R. Adoption of the report.

STATISTICS COMMITTEE

19. Election of officers.

20. The plan of action for statistical developmenI in African countries in the

1990s: progress and problems in i t.K implementation.

21. Trnplementation of International Trade Oominodi t:y Classifications ([TOC) in

Afri can count.ri es.

22. Priorities for energy shat.i fit if:s in Africa (with special emphasis on new

and renewable sources of energy statistics).

23. Progress on the revision of the United N'ations System of National Accounts

(SNA).
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24. Tntegrnt.ion of economic, social and envi mnmental statistics: sources and

methods.

25. Report on programme implementation by the Statistics Division (1990-1991),

review of approver! work programme (1992-199.?) and consideration of draft

work programme (1994-1995).

2f). Adopti on of the report.

DEMOGRAPHY COMMITTEE

27 . El ection of off i cers.

28. A study of interrelationships between infant/chi Idhood mortality and

fertility levels: their policy -implications for EOA member States.

29. A study on assessment of urban in-migratinn policies in selected ECA member

States.

30. Report on ECA regi onal trai ning and research i nsti t ut.es.

31. Identification of obstacles. problems and suggested solutions for

self-reliant development and sustainabi iity of national population

information faci ! i+.ies in PICA member States.

32. Updating of knowledge of African population si^e and dynamics - highlights

from the 1980 anr! 1990 rounds of Censuses in FCA member States.

33. Report on programme implementation by the Population Division (1990-1991),

review of approved work programme (1992-1993) and consideration of draft

work programme (1994-1995 ) .

34. Adopti on of the report.

INFORMATION SOTRNOE OOMMTTTEE

35. Election of' officers.

36. Report on progress i n the establishment of the PADTR network.

37. Report on Programme Implementation by PADTS (1990-1991), review of approved

work programme (1992-1993) and considerati on of draft worlc programme

(1994-1995).

38. Resources of national information centres/services in Africa.

39. Adont ion of the renort.
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40. Other husiness.

41. Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the eighth session of

the Joint. Conference.

42. Review of Committee deliberations and summary of main conclusions.

43. Report of the Symposium of African Economists on AAF-SAP.

44. Adoption of the report of the Joint; Conference to the F.OA Conference of

Mini sters.

Review of Committee deliberations- and summary of main conclusions (agenda item 33)

272. Under this agenda item, the four Comini t.tees briefly reported on the content and

outcome of their deliberations. A number of resolutions and the Addis Ababa Plan of

Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s were ft 1 so adopted for

consideration by the EGA Conference of Ministers. These are annexed to the present

report.

Report of the symposium of African economists on AAF-SAP (agenda item 34)

273. This report was presented under agenda item 33.

Adoption of the report of the Joint-. Conference to the ECA Conference of Ministers

{agenda item 35)

274. The Joint Conference adopted its draft report and resolutions for submission to

next RCA Conference of Ministers. Before adjourning, it adopted a motion of thanks

to the Government of fithiopin for the facilities provider! ho t.he participants and

congratnl ated t.he organ i ?,«rs of t.he Conference.
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PTQf..\;.. r.f-•?9, *'11 i on on

Tmproving information^flows in the African region

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 498 (XTX) of 26 May 1984 on the Pan African

Dooumentati on and Tnformat.i on System in Af ri ca,

Recal 1 ing also its resolution fiOO (XXTT) of 24 April 1987 on information systems

develonment in Afri ca,

Bearing in mind its resolution 658 (XXIV) of 7 April 1989; on strengthening

i nformati on systems in Afri ca.

Noting .with ..sati sfaction PADTS's performance in the del ivory of technical

assi stance to member States in the peri od s inoe the 1 ast sessi on of the joint

conference,

Appreci ati ve of PATHS ' s efforts i n creati ng an informat.i on system to assi st

Af ri can member States i n thei r devel opment, processes,

Noting with concern the precarious situation of the hnlk of PADIR's funding for

technical assistance which is presently scheduled to end on 31 December 1990,

Recognizing the need for adequate training in the region in current information

technology,

Concerned hy the small number of up-to-date office automation equipment ah EOA

to be used to service African member States,

1. Commends memher States which have recently nominated or which are in the

process of designating national participating centres in the PADTS network;

2- Reminds participating centres of their responsibi1ities to the network,

inoludi ng the contri but ion of i nformat i on;

3. Urges governments which are hosting subregional centres to accelerate the

process of their establishment-.;

4. Strongly urges UNDP to ensure the continuation of PADTS technical assistance

activities on hehal f of memher States by supplementing i ts a.l location to project

RAK/Rfi/053 to permit the continuation of professional and administrative staff through
the Fifth Cycle;

5. Urges African member States to consider PAF1TS in their pledges to the United

Nations Trust Fund for African Development;
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6. Appeals to bilateral anrl other multilateral donors to consider support to

PADTS;

7. RepuestR the Executive Secretary to explore further ways and means of

securing regular budget posts for PADTR;

R. Urges United Nations Headquarters to provide the ECA secretariat with the

necessary office automation equipment for its optimal functioning and servicing of

its niemhH1* States.
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Draft, resolution on the future of rOKP

The Conference of Ministers,

Renal 1ing its resolution 669 (XKTV) on the future funding of TDRP,

Recal 1 ing the Special Memorandum of the Governing Counr.il of TDRP,

Considering the record of TDRP in the training of African planners and
development specialists,

Considering the continuing and growing need of African governments for the
services of TDEP in the fields of training, research and advisory services,

Considering that FDRP is the only regional institute able to provide training
and research services to all the member States of the Commission, considering the
decision taken by IJN'DP to withdraw its support to the core activities of TDFP hv the
end of 1990,

Notin3 with great distress that the continuous and large shortfall in member
States' contributions to TDPP will inevitably force its closure in Fehruary of this
year if no remedial action is taken;

1989;

'• Urgently appeals tn the member States of RCA to:

(a) T mined lately pay to TDRP their contribution for 1990 and their arrears for

th) Pay back to TDRP all their remaining arrears according to a schedule to he
arranged with the management, of TDRP:

<o) Pay their regular annual contribution to TDRP in a timely manner under
arrangements to he determined with the management of TDRP;

2. Appeals to EJNDP to help the Tnstitute to survive its present financial
crisis and in particular to:

(a) Quickly Ret up the evaluation mission announced in October 1989;

(h) Give its full hacking to the short-term training programme and to the
research and advisory activities of TDRP;

(c) Continue its suppor!. to the restructured activities of TDEP beyond 1990;

3. Appeals to the Executive Secretary of RCA to continue his current efforts
to include the core activities of fDEP in the regular hudget of the Commission;

4. Urges the Governing Council of TDRP to promptly undertake to streamline
and rationalize the use of resources at the Institute.
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Draft resolution on

of the African demographic training institutes

The Conference of Mini sters,

Recall JT.g; General Assembly decision .'17/44 of 21 December 1982 which approver!
the statutes of the two African demographic training institutes: the Regional
Institute for Population Studies (RTPk) nnri the Tnstitut de formation et tie recherche

HemographiqneK (TFORD),

Recalling also its resolution 489 (XTX) of 26 May 1984 vhich took note of thfl

precarious financial state of the Institutes fine to the insufficiency and irregularity

of contributions received from their memher States.

Considering the intention of iJNPPA to progressives, reduce its financing of the

institutes as approved by resolution 84/21 of the Fund's Governing Council,

Recalling further its resolution 62ft (XXI IT) of 15 April 1988, which urged

African Governments to continue their support of the institutes and to strengthen

this by paying their arrears as well as paying their future annual contributions

regularly.

Fnl lv convinced that the idea of restructuring R.TPR and TFORD as required by

resolution 577 (XXT) of 19 April 1986 is highly contingent on the payment of

contri hnt.i ons by member St.') Y.e.p. •

1. £aJJ_s the attention of African Governments to the fact that failure to pay

contributions to the institutes might compel them to close down:

2- Urges African Governments ho assume full responsibility for the future

survival of the insti tutes;

3. Appeals to all African Governments to provide adequate financial support

to the institutes for their proper functioning:

4. Expresses its (\^?n appreciation to the Executive Director of the Ilnitfiri

Nations Population Fund for the valuable support being accorded to the institutes;

5. Expresses also its profound grntitnrfe to host countries; African and other

governments and international organizations who have been supporting the institutes

administratively and financially anH cal1s upon them to continue their support.



Annfix TV

Draft re.^'.-.'i nti on on

V mprov i ns; teehn i c.VI far; i I i t i es nt I"CA

The Con Kerenc:e of Mini stern .

Kfli-.ogni^inff the"1 need for providing arlennatfi eqinpmpnt anrl t.rj-iir:ing in t.hf: region

i n en merit i n format i on techno ! ng'y .

Conrerned about t.hft pannihy of !ip-ho-dat.« office automation and computing

ftrjn i nniftrvl". at Ir,(;A ,

FnrMier concern^H about the constrai nts ("hia ai t.ii.?-|-.i on imposes on RCA to properly

assist; Afrinnn member States in enhancing their planning and monitoring capar.i ti es,

[ipges the fjRciret.flry—tlRner.il nf tlie Uni teH Nntions to provide the RCA secretariat

with ~tlv: necessary office automation and comp'iv.-l ■•.' .--n:; i pment for its optima!

fnnntioning and for adequately serving member States.
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aft re :sol n ti on on the Add i s Ababa

PI an of Act, i r.r\ for St. a t i sti ca 1 Reve 1 opment i n A f r i ca in I,he 1 990 s

The Conference of Mirn°!".^rK.

Renal ling its resolution 409 (XVTTT) of 2 May 1983 entitled "African Statistical

Serv i ces" .

Con si der i ng the i mporta.nce of the ro 1 e of stat i sti cs in formul at i ng, moni tori ng*

and evaluating ongoing programmes on economic policy reforms.

Consi der i ng further1 that, the strategy for the provi si on of rel evant and t. i mel y

stati sti ca.l i nformali on shon 1 d recei ve «eri mis attent i on .

Noti n.g that a. number of African statistical services are not. yet able to supply

thi s i n format i on in a sati sfactory and ti tnel y manner- because of si gni t'i cant'

i nterrel ateH confit.rairit.s «.vhi ch haH been i dent.i f i c-r! fhiri ng the assesKment of

stati sti cal napaci ti es oP member States carri etf on t. wi t.h i n the framework of the

project, on "Data col 1 ecti on re I r.vtod to devel onment programmes nnrl ai ri-fl ows in

Africa",

Tal: i ng note of the report, of the sixth session of the Joint Conference of African

PIanners, Statisticians and Demographers,

AftfrPV-? J'-n<? Addip. Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa

in the 1900s;

2- Urges Governments of the region to use the Plan of Action as a framework

for statistical development, in their respc-ctive countries, to take necessary measures

to strengthen thei r nati onal i nsti tnti ona I capabi1i ti es in the statistical field and

to promote di alogue between producers and users;

3. Recommends that the llni ted Nat.i ons and i ts spnei al i 7;nd agenci es shonl d

continue existing efforts to ensure co-ordination of technical co-operation activities

in al aspects of qnan t i t.ati vo i nformati on ;

4 . Appea I s to intergovernmental agenc i es , mul t i 1 literal and hi i atera 1 donor

institutions to continue and further strf-ngthe!! their asBistaiifif: in the statistical

field in the region, in the context of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical

Development in Africa in the 1990s;

5. Remiests the Ryecfitive Secretary of the Commission to take necessary action

to assist governments of the region in the implementation of the Plan of Action.
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AHOTS ARARA PLAN OF ACT TON FOR. STATISTICAL

DEVELOPMENT TN ARRFCA IN THE 1990S*

PREAMBLE

The ECA CnnferRnr.fi of Mini.st.erR,

Revi eying the rievel opment of stati Rt.i rs in Africa ovrt the last 30 years,

Reviewing the current statistical capacities in African countries,

ftyjewing major factors governing success and failure of the performance of

nati onal statisti cal services,

Stressing the strategic role of quantitative analysis for improving decision-

making for sustainable development,

Mindful that data demands to formulate, monitor and evaluate policy reforms and

development pians are i ncreasi ng,

Noting with great concern the continuing low profile accorded to national

statistical services and deter i nrating condi ti ons of serv ien.

Concerned about a tack of consideration of national plans and priorities as well

as some duplication in internationally sponsored statistical development programmes,

Reaffirming the col 1 eet i vr- cemmi tment of A f r i can PI anners, St.at. i p, t i c i ans and

Demographers to accelerate self-reliant, social and economic development for the

wel 1 -he i rig of Af ri can peop I es .

Adopts the following Plan of Action for .Statistical Development in Africa in

the 1990s.

Draft adopted hy the Sixth session of the Joint Conference of African

Pi anners , Stati sti ci ans and P-emographers and suhmi t ted for con si Herat i on

and adoption to the ECA Conference of Ministers.
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PRTNGTPT.ES AND OTUfiOTTVER

Princi pies

1. Statistics is a vital tool in national development planning.

2. African statistical services neeri to become fully sel f-rel i ant..

3. Statistical programmes should respond to African Governments commitment, to

self-rel iant development.

4. Tnt.ernational co-operation and support in the field of statistics should
respond to priorities and programmes of National Statistical Services (NSS).

5. Adequate and rei i ab i e stat i stics are a prereqni si te for desi gni ng,

monitoring and evaluating projects.

fi Increased communication at all times between users and producers of
statistics is an important resource in itself which, once started, would

generate additional resources through the attractiveness of its product.

7. Any improvement of the staV.ist.ir.nl system constitutes an integral part of

economic and social development.

R. V.CA should he recognized as the key regional institution responsible Tor

the development and promotion of statistics in Africa.

Objecti vps

1. To achieve self-sufficiency in statistical production., including the

creation of a comprehensive national statistical data base by the end of the

century.

2. To improve the reliability and relevance of data produced in African

noimtri es.

3. To undertake production of data required for formulating, monitor ing.and
evaluating programmes designed to restructure and transform African

economi es.

A. To improve the timeliness in the production .-Hid dissemination of statistical

information.

5. To increase awareness among users of statistical information.

fi. To strengthen and sustain statistical training programmes at various levels

and i nsti tut.i on:-:.
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7. To promote contact and dialogue among African Stati st.i ci ans.

R. To enroll rage improvement, in the organi national set-up of the National

Statistical Services (NSS) anrl assure its autonomy.

9. To improve co-ordination of all statistical development programmes at. both

national and international levels.

A. TO GOVERNMENTS OF MRMRF.R STATRS OF RCA

1. A higher priority should he accorded to statistical activities and statistics

should be seen as central to the formulation of plans and strategies.

2. Adequate funding should be provided for statistical activities.

3. Assistance should he provided in the establishment of a Statistical Development

Fund with contributions from the public as well as the private sector.

4. Governments should ensure that, the legislation governing the statistical services

in thei r conntri es .assures thei r utmost, ef fecti veness.

5. EOOWAS's 18 November should he adopted as African Statistics Day in order to

increase public awareness for the important role which statistics play in all

aspects of social and economic 1ife.

fi. African Governments am urged to continue to give support to the African

Statistical Association (AFRA).

Organization of statistical services

7. The organizational structure of the National Statistical Services should be

ftvamined careful 1y and. where: necessary, restructured in order to meet the

various data needs.

fi. Tn order to attract and retain snitahle manpower Governments are urged to develop

attracti ve schemes of servi ce for Rtati sti ci ans.

Work programme

9. The National Statistical Services (NRS) should prepare longer-term statistical

development programmes (e.g. , S or 10 years) irt the context, of national

development plans. Such programmes should serve as a guide and framework for

annual or biennial national statistical work programmes.
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10. A budget document showing details of inputs and final outputs to he delivered

hy the National Statistical Services (MRS) should be prepared for each financial
year.

Stati stical commi ttees

11. Countries are requested to Ret up national statistical cohnoiIs composed of

senior civil servants, representatives of universities, NOO's and the private

sector. Such a connoi1 should act as an advisory hoard on nolicy matters

relating to statistical matters.

12. User/producer and producer/producer committees should he reactivated in countries

where they exist or should he initiated in countries where they do not exist.

These committees enable exchange of views regarding development of statistics,

uses of available statistics and the setting up of priorities for the country's
stati stica.l activities.

Kstahl ishment. of statistical priorities

13. Tn accordance with the T.ngos Plan of Action and the Final Act. of Lagos, National

Statistical Services (NSS) should consider the following as priority areas in

future statistical programmes: food and agriculture, industry, human resources,

transport and communications, trade and finance, environment, energy, women and

development, population and development and the informal sector.

Statistical traini nff

14. Nati onal Stati stical Servi ces (NRS) and stati sti cal trai n i ng i nsti tuti ons at

the national level should organize sneci >il i ?.ed short-tern training courses in
stat i sf;ios.

15. National statistical offices are urged to prepare and implement statistical

development, programmes which would help them to fn11y utilize available training
faci1i ti es.

16. The linkage of National Statistical Services (NSS) with statistical and other

training institutions should be encouraged, where absent, and strengthened,
where i t exi sts.

17. All governments should give support to centres participating in the Statistical
Training Programme for Africa (STPA).

Semi nars

1R. National seminars covering specific or broad areas with part i c.i pati on drawn from

government as well as research and training institutions should be organized on

a regular basis and should he included in the programme of work.
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Data Quality and rli ssemi nation

19. Tn order to improve the quality of information collected, National Statistical

Services (NSS) are requested to consider setting up in their offices an

organisational unit on methods and standards.

20. National Statistical Services (NSS) are urged to ascertain that data are

published with minimum delay.

21. As research is a vital element in statistical development, National Statistical

Services (NSS) are encouraged tn include research as an integral part of their

atatisti cal aotiviti es.

R. TO TNTRRN'ATfONAT, ORGANIZATIONS

22. UNDP and other multilateral and bilateral agencies are urged to enhance the

scope and implementation of the ongoing Statistical Development Programme for

Africa (ST)PA) and other programmes, respectively.

23. More effective use should be made of the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers. ' of the United Nations AOO Rnb-Oommittee on

Statistical Activities and the Statistical Commission as institutional

arrangements to improve co-ordination among international agencies.

24. ECA should take the initiative to convene a working group meeting to further

review and elaborate on the principles, objectives and recommendations of this

Plan of Action and formulate detailed strategies for its implementation.


