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Presmble

1., We, the Ministers r@@p@msiblé for ecomcmic development and plamning
of Africam least developed countzies, assembled in Addis 2Ababa from & to
5 April 1989, for our ninth meating, and acting fox and on behalf of our
Govermments and pecples im the epirit of the Charters of both the United
Watione eamd the Orgamization of African Unity, have reviewed@ the pregress
achieved in the implememtation of the Substantial New Programme of Actien
(BWPR) o

2, We are deeply comcermed about the deterieratimg socleo-eceneile situatien
in euz countries which are charecterized by very low ecomomic growth and
poor development performance, with & resultant continucus decline im per
caplea inceome.

do We are gravely comncerned with the Geteriorating international econemic
envirenment, especially as it relates tos (a) the continued fall in the prices
of primery commodities that greatly affects our export ocarningsy (b) the
desline fin teotal extermal assistance, especially officigl develeopmant
agsistence (ODR), aid the havrdening of the terms of aid; (e) the increasing
Gebt burden, and (d)} Pfurther ded by severe elimatic ceonditiens and
the problems of refugees.

4. The combination of all these factors has led to the increass in the
nugber of LDCs im Africa frem 21 in 1981 ¢ 28 im 1988 and breught mest of
eur countries to the verge of ecomemic collapse, ia spite of all our past
apd present efforts.

5. We stremgly reaffirm that we are primarily responsible for the development
of ocur own ecomemies. We have, therefore, undertaken the necegsary and oftem
painful adjustwents and policy reforms of our econcmies, with &' view t¢e
restoring growth and development.
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6. We particularly appreclate the respomse of the donor cemmwnity in
providing the necessary assistance to those of eur countries imn nesd of
ehargency relief and the suppeort te the rehebllitatien and receonstructiem

activities contained within our adjustment or economic FecoOvVery pPrOgrammes.

7. We aze, however, distressed to note that the spirit that prevalled at
the 1981 Paxis Confexemce on Least Developed Countries, has not been fully
sugtained. Commitments made by the IAnternational community have net beem
implemented and the achievements are far below ocur expectatiens. This was
polnted out imn our “Memorandum”™, presented at the meeting of the UNCTAD
Intergovernmental Group om IBCe em the Glecbal Hid-Term Review of ¢he
Su:b@t@mxtalal Rew Programms of Actiem foxr the 1980s, in September 1985,

8. In spite of the disappeinting developments outlined above, we reaffizm
our ccmmitwent to the Substantial Wew Programme of 2Actiom, whieh s stiil
a valid framework of reference for messures te ba taken by the LDCs themselves
and at the intermational level with a wview to effect the necessary changes
to improve the living standards of the LBCs' populations.

9. We, therefere, welcome the oconvening of the second United WNations
Comference on Least Devaleped Countries, which will carry out a global review
of the Substantial New Programme of Actiomn and te consider, Fformwlate and

adopt eappropriate national amd international policies and moasuzss foxr

ascelexating the development process in the Africam least developed countries
(LDCs) during the 1990z, in accordance with our long-term mnaticmal seeial
and sconcmic objectives as per the previsicns of the United Watioms General
Assembly reselutiem 42/177, of 1l Decembex 1987. Such an impoztant gatharing
has givem us the incentive to prepare the present Declaratiem, in the hopa
that the proposals it comtaims willl bs coneidered by the Iinternaticnal
conmunity as ap adequate framework for bringing about the necessary changes
im the Africam LDCs.

10. The econcmic growth rate in the African LDCs decreassd during the 1980s,
as & result of the -deepening eccononilc ocrisis apd the effects of natural
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calemities and disasters, especlally the recurzence of @wought after 1982.
The average annual growth rate im overall GDP was only 0.99 per cemt in zeal
terms during 1981-1984, agaimst 2.5 per cemt im 1975-1980. &8 a result of
improvement in rainfell im 1985 that resulted im a significant recovery im
agrsr;l@ultural production, the maim source of value added in the majority of
the Africam ILDCs, = GDP growth rate of 3.8 per cent was vecorded im 1985-
1986 and 3.6 per cemt im 1986-1987 but this perfozmance £fall back im 1987-
2988, to 2.1 per cemt. Per capita GDP declined from an average of SUE 236.7
in 1980-1984, to $U8 220.9 im 1987-1988 for the LDCs as a group.

11, The SN¥PR recommended that the ILDCs should aim at an anpual groweh Tate
target of 4 per cent or more im the 1980s in the agricultuzal sector. IR
the African IDCs as a group the target was achieved only im 1986 vhemn an

annval increase in agricultural output -of 6.1 per cemt was recoxded.

12, The manufacturing sector recorded an amnual average imncrease in value
added of omly 2.4 per cent between 1980 and@ 1986, which declined to 0.4 per
cent im 1987, The increasing difficulties in importing raw materials, spare
parts ané equipméent Que te the lack of foreigm exchange led %o very Ilow
wetilization rate of imdustrial capaeity, evem im a number of ecases, to the

complete shut-down of manufacturing establishments.

13. The rapid deteriozation of the external sector of the hfrican LDCs im
the 19808 had an adverse effset on their already fragile econmmic structures.
The contraction im world demand for primezy often duoe €O
protectionist policies, ocoupled with -the collapse in. commod

substantially reddced export earmings: A8 a result, therefors, the African

LDCs experienced persistent and chromic balance-of-payments problems .

‘14, of African LDCs ' worssned ecomsidezably im the 1980s.
Bstimated at $US 13.3 billiem im 1980,  the total external dsbt of the 28
African LDCs, imcliding outstanding use of IMF credits, reached $0U8 40,16

biilich by the emd of 1987. Debt-service payments were om average, about
10 per ‘cent of the combined GDP of the LDCs as a group Guring-1981-1988.
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15, Many African EDCE® ware seriously affected by drought and other natural
calanities. Im 1983-1884, 16 LDCs of the 24 most severely affected African
countries, were heavily dependent on food aid. Im 1985, importe of £ood
alone absorbed over 25 per cent of the total export earnings of the concerned
African LDCSs.

16, Im chapter I @fu the SNPA, the IDCs were required to adopt appropriate
policies and measures, including the mobilization of domestic and external
resourees, for the implementatiom of their development programmes. Since
1981, all the African LDCes have taken major policy reform measures, to
gevitalize their ecomomiss. To enbance agricultural’ production, espeecially
of food crops, producer prices have been eystematically reviewed and adjusted
upwards and the tiim@ly d@l?ivery of aossential inputs, has been ensured, as
an incentive to farmers. Public enterprises, that are a burden on the
government budg@t have either besn priwatisedg or measures instituted o
enhance their efficient management. TO mobilize domestie resoureces, interest
savings and

rates have besen restructured €O <nooUrage increased domestic
messures have besm takem 0 ‘broaden the tax base. Attempts have been made
to reduce the budget deficit through a freesze and/oxr raductiem im the size
of the public sector employment. ’

17. The p@rsitéamt axternal péym@nt difficulties faced by the Africam LDCs
caugsed & nuEber .@f them ¢to adopt ghert-torm stabllization neasBIes. The
lack of a mlk&rﬁiculaﬁ;@d long-term perspective im the policy packages
prescribed by the IMF, aggravated the risk of neglecting imnfrastructure ané
“ other structural factors, and thus imposed major comstraints om long=term
econonie growth. Furthermore, pmgzamm@s have mot received adegquate external
funding from donors, partly because disbursements are stopped at mid-stream,
if the LbCs mn@t meet the @@m@liti@n@lita@s and performance criteria and/ex
if ¢hey are declezed imeligible to use Fumd resources bucause of accumulated
arrears owad ¢to <the IMHPF. Consequently, the suspension of the - FeSCULES
disbursements and the time lost om repegotiating agreements have 1imdted
effectivencss and damaged the prospects of suceess.
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18, At the regiomal level, the Afriean LDCs, as member States of the ORU
adopted Africa's Priority Programme for Beonomic Recovery, 1986-1920 {ABPER )
in July 1985 and the United Mations Programme of Action for African Ecomemic
Recovery end Development, 1986-2930 (UN-PAAERD) in June 1986, in response
te the African ecomncmic czisis. The cbjectives and prilorities ssztablished
by these programmss are comsistent with those of the Substantial Wetr Progremee
of Action (S¥WPA). Relevant measures have been adopted, as a means of
judiciously implementing these programmes, albelt with very limited domestie

and external TesSOULEES.

19, In accordance with paragzaphs 110 and 111 of the SWPA, all the Afriean
1bCe desigmated national foeal points, usuvally the ministries of plamning

momlc development, to be respoasible for the co-or@ination of
developnent assistance and other internaticmal support measures and to aet
for the govermment im ald oco-ordinatiem with dJdomozs. The ReCessary
aéministrative machaniems have been established both for intermal co-ordination
and comsultations with domors. Development plans have been reformmlated,
priorities zedefined and public investment projects realistically degigned,
to weflect the absorptive capacities of the IDCs. Some development plans

mas formed ¢he basis of policy dJislogue at round tabls and
consultative group mestings with domors, orgenized by the LDCs to mobilize

axternal regeuUrees.

20, Im 1981, the total cost of country development projects and @zégra:mg
presented by 21 African LDCs at the Paris Conference was §$US 133 biliien
(1980 pricss) -for the period 1981-19%90, 60 per cemt of which, or $US Bl
billion, was the external funding component. With the additien of five more
Africen ocountries im 1982, BCR estimated the external fipancing needed to
gupport the SMPA im the 26 IDCs to be §US 96.5 billiom, or am annual £lew
of at least $US 8.6 billicn during 1981-1987. Total net £Linancial f£lows
imcluding flows to Mozambigue and Meuritenis, recently listed as LDCs, averaged
cnly $US 4.97 ‘billiow during 198i-1987 which falls £far short of the ammbal
minimus extermel assistance of over $US 10 billiem reguired to transform
gubstantially the LDC ecomomies. T
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2l. The SNPA suggested that donors should aim to devote 0.15 per cent of
thelr €GP te the LDCs as ODA, or to double the total CDR to these countries
by 1985, welative to 1975-1980 £figures. In general, ¢total Development
hgsistance Committee (DAC) official development assistance was stegnant at
0.08 per cent ©f GNP durimg 1981-1985. Simee 1981, however, & feow donors

heve comsistently achieved this threshold and seme are making considerable

progrese towards achieving the target. Other DAC domnors, however, which
sccepted neither the target ner ¢the time frame, still lag behind.
Coiipargtively, OPEC officlal development assistance (ODA)} £lews te ILDCs as
&8 percentage of donor GDP has exceeded the SWPA target during 1981-1987.

22, in paragraph 70 of the Substantial Wew Programme of actiom, it is stated
that the successful implem
improvements in aild practices and menagement, perticulazly the provision

entation of the programme would reguire significamt

of asslstance a5 grante and lecans on highly concessional terms. Simce 1981,
DEC concessional ODR as a proportion of total resource f£lows e the IDCs
bas incressed etsadily, apazt from 1982 amd 1984; in 1986, the share was
2l per cent. The grant element of DAC comcessicmal assistance also increased
frem 86 per cent im 1981 to B9 per cent im 1986. The DAC norm of 86 pax
cent for the LbCe has been met for most bilateral aid from OECD membex

countries.

23, UWe are geateful to lead agencies, namely the United Vations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank for the £financial and techmical suppozt
they provided e Afriecen LDCs in organizing rzound-table and consultative

group mneetings. There ave still some counteies, however, which have net
yat bsem able to oxganize such review meetings and we, therefore, urge the
laad ageneies to actively pursue thelr reles im this respect.

24, We are also grateful to the donor community for its participeticon im
the review wmeetings held so far. Donors contimued to be very critical about
project priezities and LDCs’ abserptive capacities relative to Publie
Investment Preogrammes (PIPs)., The policy dialogue, howewer, hag led te &
better understanding of the LDCs macro-econcmic pelicy framewerks and creatsd

& better appreciation of thelr development assistance needs., On the whole,
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adequate medium-tezm pledges wers made, im addition teo short-term
guick-disbursing fmﬁd@ and import support feor coumtries underteaking adjustment
measures. The actual disbursement of aid funds, however, has beem rather
slow and inedequate, compared with the requirements of the investment
programmes, & facter which has adversely affected programms inplementation
and hampered ecoacmic growth and the development prospacts in all Afrigan
LBCa.

25, We note with satisfaction that some donors have taken measures im the
comtext of UNCTRD Trade and Development Board resolution 165 (8-IX) by
cancellation of the ODA d&sbt or other equivalent debt-relief measures in

favour of & numbexr of African LDCS.

26, 1In general, however, the provisions of chapter IXI om international support
measures are far from being fully implemcnted. .These imelude (&) fimamcial
assistance targets of bilateral ODA; (b} adegquate imcreage im the allecatien
to LDCs of mmltilateral aid programmes; (c)} the crestion of new mechanisms
for increased :f:imam@iai trangfers to IDCes; (4) the Iimprovement of -aid
modalities; (e) the improvement of current commercial meastrss and practices
{e.g. protectionism, commodity agreements, compensation Zor axport earnlngs

shortfalls, ete.ls (£} rmm%@l of traneport andé communication bottle-neckss
and (g} transfer and develcpment of technology.

2:% ";“&q@ diseppointing experience of the 1980s clearly reinforces the need
for a glebal review and appraisal of the g¥PA, to comeider, formulate and
adopt appropriate patiomal end internaticonal policies and measures to
@é@@l@r@t@ tﬁn@ development process im the LDCs during the 19%0s, in accordancs

with national lomg-tcrm social and econemic objectives.

28, The &fri@ém iDCs' ccononies are extremely fragile and meore vulnerable
to extermel shocks amd susceptible to drought and other natural calamities
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than those of other developing coumtwieg. Based on experiencies of the 1980s,
it 4s absolutely necsssary to launch am immediate ection programme for the
pericd 1991-1993 as a component of the comprehensive action programie for
the 1990e, 4in order %o ensUEKES energency preparsdness and to =zehabllitate
and recomstruct our economies, while ensuring that medium- and long-term
development plans and programmes are not impaired. The main componsents of
the immediate phase should imcludes

29, Afriecan IDCs should continve to implement the necessary macro-sconcmie
and sectozal policy measures in order to achieve adeguate economic Irecovary
and to pave the way for self-sustained growth and development. AL the natienal
level, this would reguire efficient macro—economic WANAGEMSRT, including
the offective mobilization amd efficient utilization of £isnsmcial, human
and material resources.

30, At the sectoral level, emphasis will be placed oms

Incentive packagesg @gpgciany r@mmn@zativg pz@@u@@z pzi.@es and casy &ccass
of farmers to craedits development and support of small-holder farms; expansion
of the cultivable areas, through small-seale irrigation schemes and adequate
land tenure syetems; appropriats measurss for the d@v@l@pmemt ef livestock.
fishseries and forestry subsectors; development and application @f appr@priat@
techpologiles im the sectors applied agricultural zesearch, motably of high-
yielding and drought-resistant food crop varieties; improvement im em:@n@i@n

services; envirommental protectien, especially soll comservation and ecentrol
of desortifiecatiomn, @tc.}

{b}

st rav za _the industy LOE. The development
of agre—support industzei,es with Etrong backward and f@rward linkages; small-

and medivm-scale enterprises and othes loeal resource-based industriaes,
restructuring of the sector, including axport diversification, and improvement

in managerial capabilitiess
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especlally Ffeeder wroads, ¢ransport @qmi@m@mtg and the improvement Ia
communication infrastructure amd services in the contaxt of the Pan-African
Teleccmmunicatione MNetwork (PRANAFTEL) and African Reglomal Satellite
Communication (RASCOM) programmess

Lﬂ.h@mlﬂz@ti@m ef pri@ﬁilg pelicies and :rk@ting channaley f£iscal and E@uﬁlg@tm
policies, and the applicstion of other appropriate financial and mometary
instrumsnts 5

his : ll@e@ia.lly the tzainirmg of middle~ amd high-levsl t@@hﬁni@ﬂ.&ll
and manegers and other urgently required skills im the development processs

(£) Bffoxrte should bes Iintensified to integrate women Iin dJdevelopment
and to ensure the mebllization and fullest peopular participation of the
population as a whole in the develeopment process.

31, In support of the immediate action programme, the intermatiomsl communilty
le weged to adopt the following basic measures:

(a) The provisiom of emergency asssistance amd finaneing of all ecosts
invelved im the management of relief operations caused by food and other
anerganeless

(b} In the spirit of the June 1986 Toxonto meeting of the seven largest
vestern Iindustrialized countries, and other new Iiptermatiomal initiatives
on third world debt, the cemplete writs-off of the extermal debt ebligations
of Rivicam LDCsj

(e} GSubstantial and multi-year schefuling of private debts, imcluding
the walving of service payments for the period of the immediate action
Programme §
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(d) Adequate external assistancs, in the form of grants, corzesponding
o the identified irmedlate requirements including balance-of-payments BUPDOLE
for export shortfallss

(e} Greater share of African LDCS in the allocatiom of funds of
multllateral inseitutions, including the Internatiomal Development Asscciatien
(IDR), the special facility for sub-Gaharan Africa and the nevly established
Special Actiomn Programme of the World Bamk, and the Znhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility (ESAF] of the INF. Rescurces should be made readily
accessible and disbursed uncomditiomally. AR inerease imn the disbursement
of muitilateral fimancial imstitutions ghould bs ensured, S0 as %o increase
substantially met disbursements to African LDCej

{£) O©xeater flexibility and an increased chare of xresources %0 the
African LDCs undex the existing compensatory financing facilities for exmport
shortfalls and increased accessibility of thelr primary commodity exports
to the markets of industrialized econcmies; the zemoval of tariff and non-
tariff barrisz.

32, The objective of the SNPA, intez alia, ofintzedueing major structural
changes im the LDCs, has mot been fulfiled. In addition to structural
iimitations, other contributing factors in the set-backs of the 19808 wexes
the protracted drought, deteriorating terms of trade, weak export earmings,
capital £light, imadequate ODA and other resouxce flows; and mounting external
debt obligations. These same factors, which were the fundamental basls of
the SHWPA, still comstitute the ecritical bottienecks to development im the
1bCe, henee, the cbjectives of the BNPA remain valid, for at least, the 18%90s.
The SHWPA targets are not baeyomd the reach of the LDCs om the ome hand and
the int@ma;ti@fhal community, om the other, and their attaimment im the 19908
should intensively bs pursued.

33, We welcoms the adoptiom of ‘a comprehensive action programme for tha
2BCs for the 1990z with the undezlying theme of alleviating poverty amd the
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provieion of the basic neede of the LDCs population. Such a progra
. be beased on mutuvally rzeinforecing commitments and the dedleation eof the
internetional commuanity and the IDCs themselves to exeat an envirenment £z
adequate ecomomic recovery and for self-sustained development.

34, The IDCs reaffizm the primary zesponsibility for ¢helr overall
developmeant. Im that light they should concelvs m@éurallyg design and
 Smplement macro-sconcmic policies withinm a fremework of national econcmie
and socisl objectives aimed at substantial structuzal transformation of the
iBC econcmies im the 1990e. |

35, BAfrican IDCs shovld continve ¢o Iimplement ¢he nDecessary adjvstuent
measures om the basls of the mAfr:;c@n Alternative to Structural Adjustment
(AR-8AR)s A Framework for Transformation amd
the trensfermation of strustures.

very® which focusses om

36, - The LDCs chould prepare and Ilmpleme :

would lead to the expsnsion of their productive capacities and to ilmezesse
pational income substantially in order to provide an intermally sacceptable
nindmum steandazds of living for the LDCs pepulatiem.

37. Comcerted efforts should be made to Iimprove plaming capabilitiles
ap to otrengthen the LDCs ecapacities to formwlate and implemsat thelr plens
and pProgramies

38, The least developed countries sheuld effectively mobllize and use demestie
regovress including Gthe Jevelopment and efficient uellizatiom of human
E8S0UTEes.

39. UWe, reiterate our comnltments to the "Reglonal Food Plam for Afriea®
not only to attain the ocbjective of food self-sufficiency but ¢o preduce

afleguate surpluses of a strategy for mational food ecmergency preparedns

anéd subzegional and regional food security programmes. An integrated
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embodying productiem, processing, distribution and marketing of food amd
agzieultuzal products should be the maia focus suppoxrted by adeguate
investments im irrigation ochemes and other agro-support institutions,

L MBECTEme

at in extension serviees, incentive packages to fazmers, development
and application of approprilate technologies, and education and traiming.

40, Ws, oupport the Ilaunching of the Ssecond United Natioms Industzrial
Development Decade for Afriea (IDDA-IL) for the 1990s. The programme should
..give emphasis to the establishment of a sound industrisl base with strong
linkages to agriculture so as to emsure the maximum exploitation of domestie
caw materisls. Priorities must be accorded to the development and promotion
of small- and medium-scalas onterprises and other intdigeaous resource-based
industries and the encouragement of informal sector activitizs.

41, %We alse,  support the launching of the Second United Bations Transpowt
and Communications Decade for Africa (UNTACD2-II) for the -19%0s. The
development of indigenous capabilities for the comstruction and maintenance
of all modes of transport and commmaications infrastructures to facilitate
diseribution and mark@tﬁng of geods and servieas. Ia partieuvlaz, multimodal
transport systems must be developad to faeilitate the tramsit tirade of land-
locked and island ILDCs in Afwica.

42, In view of IDCs enormous energy potemtial, efforts must ba intemsified
for axploraticn and exploitation of epergy resources, in particular, remewable

sources of eReEgY.

43, We reiterate cur commitment to the eradication 'o:E literaey, the provisiom
of primary health care for all, and eppropriate measures te provide Fami 1y
planning and population control as an integeal pazt of overall development
policies, the full integratiom of women ila development and to ensuZe populaz
participation of the LDCs population im the development process.

44, The @ifficult ioternatiomal enviromment im the 1980s had worsened the
zesource pzoblems of the Africam IDCs. ipadequate ODR £lows, contraction
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in demend for, and low prices of, primary commodities resulting into extremely
low ezport earnings; mounting protectionisms inflexibility of the compensatory
financing facility mechanisms for export shortfalls; and inercased extermal
debt-gervice obligaticns. Intermational support im ¢hese areas during the
19908 should be flexible and appropriate to t]tn@ broader development efforts
of the LBCs.

48, The intermatiomal community is urged to fully and effectively support
the comprehensive action programme for the LDCs for the 19908 and to provide
financial assistamce o the IDCs in amounts and om terms corresponding to
their immediate and loag-term development meeds. Donors should ageept the
ald targets, %o be agreed upon at the Sccond United Watioms Confersnce on
IDCs, as the basic minimm to ensure ¢he successivl implementation of tha
PECYTAmEE »

46, hs a matter of priority, the imternaticmal c@mmqnity ghould (i) support
LDCs to attaim intermal and external balances in their econcmies; (4ii) help
in maximizing ocapeeity utilization of the productive cconomic uwaltsy (4id)
) fooll production; and
provide finamcial and
tschnical assistance for the research, explovation end development of enexgy

resocurces.

47, Relevant multilateral imstitutioms should consider new mechanisms and
arrangements for mobllizing increased f£imancial transfers to ths LbCs. Balanes
of payment and budget sﬁpmrt must not be used to impose poliey conditioms
which involve seoeial and ﬁ@liti@al costs that hinder the broader development
@bj@@tnivés of this IBCs.

48. We recognize that some Africam LDCs have enterad i;at@ ‘policy arrangements
with the INF extending to the early 1990s and we urge the fund to undertake
8 -comstant review of the principles om which its conditicnality wests im
such & way as to rzeflect the soclal econcmic and politiesl pri@ri‘éi@@ of
those African LDCs im the context of the African altermative framework for

gtructural adjustmsnt.
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49, All domor countries are urged to take steps to provide Official
Development Assistance (ODR) to the LDCs fully im the form of grants, and
to pzovide losns om highly concessional terms, at least as concessional as
those provided by the IDa. Uzgent steps should also be ¢akem by domor
countries to provide ODR, loans and grants to the LDCs, or amn untisd basis,
and indiecriminately amnd to fake measuree to improve the guality and
effectivenese of aid, and eliminate the time-lag between eid commitment amd
digbursements .

50. with =xespect o commereial poliey measures, the developed covntries
should take actions aimed at enmhaneing the oxport ¢rade of the LDCs, in
particulars to improve the GSP treetment for their @x@@ft with the objective
of providing duty-free access o such products: use of more fFliexibls

requirements for =rules of oxigim for such exportsy eliminate non-tariff
barriers ¢o the LDCs exports; and facilitate their participation im MTN

© agreements and arrangements.

3l. In the area of compensatory finspcing of LDCs export shortfalls, developsd
countries should consider to improve both bilateral saad multilateral Stabex
ditiees from Africam LDCs.

schemes with respect to the import of primary commo

52, Special arrangements should be considered under the INMF compensatory
financing to provide £ull. coverage of their expert @h@étﬁallp for ths
stbsldization of thelr interest payments on ‘éut@tamaing drawinge amnd £or
2 repayment period of 10 years with a grace pewiod of 5 yeaxs,

33, In the context of South-8outh econcmie co-operation and im the spirit
of eollasctive 5@1f=5r@1im:@@g developing countries, im a p@sitﬁ.@m o do 80,
should provide as@istan@@ to the LDCs in following arsass

(a) Preferentisl t¢reatment, im the comtext of &the G8TP, to impozts
of goods produced by the Afzican m@ss

(b) hssistance to develop their production poteatial of food, energy

and other resources, including mamufactures;
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(e) Provide, under preferemtial terms and conditions and at a minimwm
cogt, the results of asclentific and technological development adapted to
the development neede of the least developed countries; and

(d) Promote amd expand joint ventuzes with the LDC involving the transfer
of eguipment and technology, through r bllateral agreements or special
ArEARGEments

54. The Iaternational ocommunity should provide substantial finameial and
miterial assistance to those LDCs susceptible to major man-made and natural
disasters with a view to complementing thelr national efforts im Z@Eponse
to such disagters.

55, We mandate the BCA and OAU secratariats, in collaboratiom with UNCTED,
o astablish a framework Ffor intezrregional negotiations among all LDCs om
the agenda of the Second United Wations Conference on Least Developsd Coumtries
and to inform the IDCs in the other regiomes of this aspiration of the Africam
BCs. Im @axticulam the meetings of Govermmental Experts frcm Dopor Coumtries
and Multilateral and Bilateral Pinameial and Techmical Assistance Institutions
with representatives of ILDCs, to be held im Geneva, from 22 to 31 May 1989;
the UNCTAD Intergevermmental Group om LDCs {Preparatory Committee om the
second United Natioms Conferesmce om 'LDCBV Geneva, 26 March to 6 April 1990;
and the second United MNations Conferemee on LDCes, to be held im Paris, from
3 %o 14 September 1990, provide am excellent opportunity to adept a cocumon

poeitiom on the appropriate mational and internatienal policies and measures
to accelerate the development process in the IDCs dueing the 19%0s.
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56, We, the Hinisters respomsible for econcmie development and planning
of African least developed ecountries, onee agaim, strongly reaffizm &hag
the primary responsibility for the overall development of our covmtries remaims
W;itlh our own Governments. We are determimed to comtinse our efforts in making
the necessary adjustment messures so as to restore growth and development.

57. We eall on the imnternatiomal community, heowever, to honour its commitment.
In this regaxd, the immediate action pregramms proposed for 1991-199S, as
& component of the decade programme of the 1990s, represents the mninimwa

package required to sneble our countrise to recow
the foundations for self-sustained
measures ilavolved are not beyond the means of the intermatiomal commmund ty
and we are confident that its respomse will be positive.

et adequately and to lay

conomie growth and development. The

58. Fimally, we £izmly belisve that the success of any strategies and policiles
arising frem the secomd United Watioms Comfersnce om LDCs, for the 1990s,
will depemd en mutually reinforeing ecommitments and the dedicatiom both of

the intermational community amd the LDCs themselves, to create an environment

for adeguate recovery amnd for self-sustaimed ecomcmic growth anéd development.
The primary comcern in such development co~-operation efforts must be to raise
the living standards, of the LDCs' populaticn as a whele.



