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. : MATTERS ARISING F.i0M THE SIXTH AND -
: SEVENTH SESSIONS OF ECA

(Item 4a of the Provisionel Agenda)

1. This paper reviews the discussions, regsolutions and decisions of
" the Economic Commission for Africa at its sixzth session, held in

Addis Ababa Pebruary 19 - March 3, 1964, and at ite seventh session held
in Nairobi . February 9~23, 1965, insofar as they are relevant to the
deliberations of the Fourth Conference of African Statisticians,and
gives references to the resolutions and projects for the years 1944~1965

and 1965-1366.

2. At the sixth session the feprééentative of the secretariat expiafﬁed
that its work in the field of stat{éticé for the'years 1951—1963 was
discussed at the third Conference of African Statisticians convened in

- Addis Ababz in October 1963. The views of the Conference were included
in its report (E/CN.14/255_and Corr.l).. Part of that work had already.
been reviewed by Committee I at -the fifth session of the Commission in
March 1963. The additional material thet has become available since
then was thereforc singled out and it was stated that the main objective
of the secretariat had been to promote the development of statistical
work in the region. This was beins done through training of -statistical

personnel, and through research and direct assistance tc Governments.

3. A separate report (a/CN;14/256) sunmarizing progress 1n traiﬁing.
activities at the national and internaticnal statistical training cenires

in Africa, supported or sponsored by the United Nations, was also submitted
tc the Commission. The-aims, methods and fields of research carried out

by the secretariat were explained. The types of assistance to Governments,
whether by regular staff or regional advisers, were described. The.
seeretariat also reported on its other continuing activities, which included
the p:ocessing and publication of African statistical data, circulation

and exchange of information, and regiocnal aﬁd sub-regional cb—ordinatioﬁ_

of statistical work.
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4. Satisfaction wae cxpresced with the efforts made in the ficld of
statisticn, ac deseribed in thc ruport aubmitted to the Commisaion.
Delegatcs considercd that tho oecrctarlat.héi-aghieved”high standards
in its work and had given significant help in promoting the statistical

development of their countries.

5. It was“nétéd that the rucent rapid dovelopment of national étatistical
°erv1ce& had arlsen largaly from the 1ncrea ing demands in connexion with
plannlng purposes,; and that it had been necessary to make use of ad hoec.
arranggmunts,_lnclud;ng‘auulutance obtaincd through multilateral and bilateral
sourcé%; ?An urgenf need now cxisted for revising methods and co~ordinating
work to Tormulate new étatistical pfogramﬁes of a comprehensive naturc. In
particular it was felt that the greater cmphasis being placcd on planning
would require now efforts by statisticians to forecast'probable future

data requiremcnts.

6. The thiid Conferéhce of African Statisticians had discussed the relation—
shirp bctween atatis tlc ‘and.planning at some length and this subject formed
one of the important 1tcm5 in the work prograume of tho Commission for the
future. Thc uucretarlat .wag preparing a detailed working paper which would

be considercd by a group cf statisticians and planncrs early. in 1965, The
1mportande of this Jorklng group wag relferred to by several delegatces. It

was also streused that the work of the vropesed confercuce of African planners
would need to be closely co- ordlnated with that of the Conference.of  African

Statistiecians.

T ~In order to establish a satisfactory link between statisticians and plan—
ner; in the future it was considered necessary that planners should be given
some “tatlutlcal tralnlng. For this purpose statictics sghould foram an
1mportant part of +the courueu glven %t the Afrlcan Ins ititute for Teconomic
Development and Plannlng in Jakar, and at the demographic training institutes

established by the Unlted iations

8. References were made to the statistical training programmé, which otill

had to be regarded as the ‘activity requiring highest priority. : The supply

a -



E/CN.14/C48.4/6

Pagze 3 :

of statistical personnel at all levels was 3till limited and there remained

the problem of qualificd personnel being attracted away from statistics to

other {ypes of work. In general 1t was considered that existing training

- courses were satisfactory, but that United Nations co-drdination and assistance
Wwould be a continuing need in respeet of all trzining projects. It was stressed
that, particularly at the lowest levels, training should be of an GSJentially

practical nature.

9. Two specific requests were made concerning the extension of middle level
training facilities. The first related to the establishment of a centre to
serve the east African countries, the necd for which had been noted at the
third Conference.of African Statisticians. It was hoped that the centre
would open in 1964 and it was urged that steps should be taken to ensure
that this objective could be achieved. The other request related to the
International Training Centré at Yaounde, which was origirally intended to
meet requirements for me@igm—level ataff in squatorial Africa and was now
recelving ﬁomihations from a number of west African countries. Delegates
fequested that the necescary resources should be rut at the dispos.l of

this centre as scon as.possiblei to enable it to mect the new demands arising
from the establishment or development of a course for technical assistants,

as regquested by the third Conference of African Statisticians.

10. The position of agriculture was given special conzideration in the

. gencral context of the relationship between statistics ond planming because
of the importance of the agricultursl sector in over—all develcpment. A
study of the production factors relevant to the promotion of more cfficient
agriculture was considered important and, in particular, capital formation
in the subsistence sector needed to be investigated. fAtatistiecs of agri-
cultural labour and production were jumportant indicaters of progress and food
consumption surveys and csitimates of r caput'income were useful in_meésuring

social development.

bl momstos e
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11. It was suggested that the Commission might establish a special committee

on agricultural statistics, which would include statisticians, cconomists and .
others respensible for co-ordinating planning operations. Such an arrangement
was considered necessary if proper use Was to be made of agricultural statistics’
for planning purposcs and if agricultural development was to he satisfactorily

integrated in the general development of national econcmies.

12. A number of specific topics were aloo considered and among these was the

need for national statistical services to operate under a suitable law covering
the collection, .processing and publication of data. Respondents to statistical
enqguiries, particularly commercial enterprises, needed a satisfactory assurance

of secrecy if their full co-ocperation was to be obtained.

13. Ixternal trade statistiecs were mentioned by several delegates andd.
particular reference was made to the accuracy of informatién relatiﬁg'tp trade
across land frontiers. It was felt that this was a field in which the Commis-
gion might assigt in developing improved methcds. Some countries were
doubiful about the choice between the United Nations Standard Internatiopal
Trade Classification, Revised.land the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature; adop?ed
in 1955 by the Customs Co—operétion Council,g/as the bazic trade claésific—
ation. It was pointed out that, while the choice would bé dependent on
particular circumstances, the conversion betwéeﬁ thé'two classifications

was straightforward. A draft resclution was adopted unanimously, reéommending
the adoytion of the Brussels Tariff Fomenclature and requesting the .xccutive
Secretary to convene a study group for the sitandardizatioh of customs tariffs

(resolution 107 (VI), see Annex 1).

14, ilso in connexion with trade statistics, refercnce was made to the

need for good information on marketing possibilities. '

15. It was observed tha{'thé work on the analysis of African trade statistics,
previously carried ocut by the funch card installation of the sccretariat, would

1/ United Nations publication, Sales No.: 61.XVII.6.

g/ Customs Co—operation Council, Nomenclature for the clasgification of goods
in customs tariffs, Brussels, July 1955
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shortly be transferred to Lew York snd that thio weuld greatly reduce the
secretarict's exieting data=;rocessing activitics. The sta-procecsing
installations used at Lresent wore unsuitable for the vur, ose of undertaking

much work for countries on =5 gervice basis and it wag sugyesoted that the

exigting eiuipment might be replaced by a comjuter which would cnable the
secretariat to render much better aspi iztance to the couniries in bulk
proce331ng orerations and in spocialized types of analysis. It was also
believed that some countrle» with Jdequdtb data-processing installations
might be in a ro sition to su31ct thelr neighbours who had the problem of

dealing with many different types of processing with limited equipment.

16, The Commiszion unn onimously accelted the rejport of tne third Conferencc

of Airlcan Stafldtlclqnao

17. At the Seventh Sescion of thb Commi sgion a reyrec gntative of the secre-
tariat introduced bhb ru;ort orn 'ctlvltles (L/Cm.l@/}OS)g referred to repcrts
on thrce technical meetines and a sub=regional consultations meeting held
since the sixth seﬂﬂion,3 and drew attcntlon to the acyropriate sections in
the draft programie of Jork and priorities (. /31,14/313/Rev.1) and the report
on training (;;CE.14/307). .ne stated thnt the main efforts in 1965 sould be
de#oted to preparstions for the Fourth Conference of if-ican “tatisticians,
contribution to the international revision of the United Nations nystem of
national accounts, ;reparation: for tho 1970 World Frogramme of Populs tlon
Censuges, research into the Irogrqmrlnﬂ of utdtl stical development in

Africa’and arrangements for contlnuatlon of tralnlng act1V1tles.

18, yelccateu expresced satisfaction with the work rrogramne. carried -
out by the secretariat, endersed the vital importance of efforts to-
improve Sfétistics and in particular relating them to planning activities
and recuirements. They suggested that further work was needed on cap 1ta1
formation estimates in the public and rrivate sectoxu9 on consumer rrice
indices and onan adequate index for the utaniard of living. Work on
national accounts was accorded a hl?h prlcrlty . In thls'connexion,

sttention was drawn to the Conference of African Planners held in Dakar

3/ See 1/CF.14/315, 327, 330 and 333,
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in November 13€4, 'nd it ‘2o reconnornded that ite deeisions with regard

to minimum stdtistics]l -~ecuivenznis be followed.

19. The ﬁecessiﬁy_to srovide traarning for widdle-leve! statisticians
Wwas emphasizad znd the high turn-over in emiloyment of rofessional
statisticiahé was noted as a limiting factor to progress. Delesations
considefed some_incentivgs necescary 1n this respect. The secretariat
was réquesfed to bpnsider in co-operation with TH.5C0C the »nrovigion of

an appropriate s, llabu. on ctatistices in african universities.

20, In reply to a question concerning the future of tho Yaounde Statis-
tical Praining Ccntre, the representative of the secretariat stat”d that,
considering the pressure of competing demands con regional'fuﬁds, i1t weu.d
not be feasible for the United Nations to continus indefinifelj ity ﬁ%é—
sent level of finanecial support Zor the Centre. However, the Coumission
W&uld endeavour to continuve o prouwote the Centre's development after the
initial veriod ending iﬁ 1966, and rarticipating nmewber countries should
consider either their bwn_provicion for felloWShi?s or requesting them
under their technical assi: tance country rrogrammes. It was also hoped
that the Director's counterpart would be aprointed sarly cnouch to benefit

by a reasonable reriod of cverlaln with the present Iirector.
I L

21. Delegates recommended consideration of trans forrn.nb the Centre wt
Yaounde, Cameroun, intc on international institute, of extending the
present agreement beyond. the expiry date irn 1966 and of ooﬁfinuing Unitedr
Nations finzncial acsistance. © A draft resclution co—-sponsored by Cameroun,
the Central African RCIubll s Chad,.the Congo (Brazzaville), the Congo
(Leopoldv1lle)z Ivory Coast, Kali, Nigeria and Togo was adopted unanimously

(resolution 146 (VII), sec Annex II).

22. It was noted that @ preliminary réport and the lecture ‘notes of
the Study Tour on the Relation of Statistics to Planning, ofganized by
the Commicsion end the .conomic Commission for Zurope, had been circulated

to member countrie=. : S
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23+ The programme of work and priofitiéé fof'1935/67, éﬁproved by the
Commission at its scventh scssion as a first instaiment of a five-ycar
programme,included under Dovelopment of National and International
Statistica' the liet of projects given hereunder: Extracts from
descriptions of other approved. projects, relevants to work in statistics,
are given in dnnex III.
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List of Frojects

Statistical: survey of Africa .. .o . aian

D_E:SCI‘ip-tion:; o SR A S hemInond

An over~a11 plan for tathtlcal development 1n the'reglon

desmgned tc brlng actlvltle 'of utatlatlcal offlceg 1n llne with

‘w"«l-“'

‘qfrequlrements for econdmic and 3001a1 plannlng, and 1nvolv1ng the

S S R A i'.’- L

following action by the secretariat:

a. Discussion with countries of technical assistance require-—

ments in relation tc national programmes for statistical

development and briefing of, and co-operation with, experts.

b. Planning and supervision of a regional advisory service
14 g g

rendering direct assistance to countries of the region, in co~
operation with the Statistical Office of the United Nations
and BTAC.

Comment:

The technical assistance programmes concerning statistics
are established for each two-year period through consultations
among the secretariat, Headguarters, country resident represent-
atives and national statistical offices. The 1965-1966 programme
has now been adopted. Over forty United Nations technical
assistance experts served in Africa in 1964. Their periodic
vrogress reports are sent regularly to the secretariat for
study and technical and practical comments. Up to now, more
than thirty expertc have been briefed at the Commission's

headguarters on their wszy to their duty stations.

The advisory service, consisting of five advisers in the
fields of demography, public finances statistics, national
accounts, sampling znd field surveys, was established in 1961.
The advisors have so far undertaken more than eighty field

nigsions in twenty-five African countries.

,
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The Third Conference of afridan Statistiéiins recommended
the expansion-of the regional advisory service by the establish—

ment of three additional posts in the fields of national aceounts,

statistical programming and data processing. - Subject to

availability of funds, this will be undertaken.

Regional co-operationiin training statistiecal personnel

Description:

Establishment and implementation of yegional training
programmes, based on 2pecific needs expressed by countries,

including:

a. Sub-regional or regional training centres at the different

levels, and ,

b, A fellowahip rlacement programme to enable Junior statisti-

cians to receive 1n—serv1ce tralnlnc in statistical offices of

- L e
N . P

theé reglcn,

‘Comment:..

‘Three subhreglonal mlddle-level gtatistical. training

_centres have been established, located at Achimota (Ghana),

4Addis 4baba (uthlopla) and Yaounde (Cameroun). .An additional

centre for Englich—speaking students is being established for

“East Africa. Assistance in the form of fellow snips and/oz teaching
‘staff 1s glven to other centreo and tralnlng operatlono at Abidjan

(Ivory Coast), Dar—eumbalaam, (Unlted Reyublic of Tanzanla), Lagos

(Figeria) and ?abat (Wcrocco)

The Thlrd Conference of Afrlcan Statisticians recommended
that add1t10na1 fa0111t1e9 at mlddle 1evel for French speaking
students be eotabllohed for Vest 4fr1ca, as well ag @ higher
level reglonal centre for ungllsh speakln gtudents., The

Conference also recommended that’ the Comm1331on establleh

tralnlnr faCIlltleo in natlonal acecounts. At its seventh session

the Comm1331on requested that the poss1b111ty be studled of
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converting the Yaounde centre into an international statistical

tralnlng 1nst1tute open to all ifricans. j _ .

A meetlng of directors .of training centres and university
representatives is schecduled for April 1965. The meeting will
discuss standardization of syllabuses and examinations, detailed
arrangementc for the future of middle—level centres after

“termination of exioting arr%ngemenfs with hOut countries and the
over—all co-ordinaticon of statistical tralnlng activities. It

o Was also recommended at the seventh session of the Commission
that the secretariat should consider, in co—operatiun with
UNESCO, the provision of an appropriate syllabus for statistics

in African unlver51tles.

(C) Formulation of statistical standards for the:region

Deseriptions
Research and documentetion for' the brganiﬁation of seminara

and worklng groups of experts to exchange views and study methods
and to consider adaptation tov Africa of. 1nternat10nal standards,
in co—operation with the Statistical Office of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies.

' The Third Conference of African Statisticians which me+
in Octuber 1943 recommended a five yéar programme of seminars
and working groups. Within the framework of this prograume,
three technical meetings were held in 1964, namely a seminar
on labour statistics in co-operation with tke ILC, a working

group on.national accounts and a seminar on vital statistics.

The ‘Fourth Conference of “African Statisticians is scheduled
2.to meet in October 1965. In addition, four technical meetings
“'will be ‘¢onvened during the year: a working group of statisticians

and plantiers will meet in March, on'statisfical'progréhming, a
working group on population and housiﬂg'cehsusesfwiil meet in
Juné to diseuss recommendaiions in connexion with“fhe'i970

World Census Programme, & working group on national accounts
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is scheduled “to meet in July to discuss the revision and extension
of the SN, and 2 seminar on distribution statistics is also

scheduled to take place later in 1965.

At 1ts seventh session the Commission accorded hlgh priority
to the work on natlonal accounts and suggested that further work
was needed on capltsl formatlon estlmatss in the publlc and private

sectors, on consumer price indices -ang on an adeguate index for

the standard of living.

' Exchange of 1nfcrmat10n on statistical activities

Descrlptlon-

Establishment.cfna.system.foq;the_exchsnge of information
on statistical activities and methods among African countries.

Tods includes: ..

_3; Short meetlngs of heads of statigtical offices at the sub-

regional level., -
b. Study tours on specific subjects or ccveriﬁg specialized
operations.

¢. Publication of the Stitlstlcal NeWsletter.

d. Preparation and publlcatlon of manual° on statlstlcal

methods adapted to african conditions.

e. Preparation, translation and eirculation of reports on

statzstzcal methods.

f. Publication from time 1o time of blbllcgraphles of

statis tlcal publlcatlons issued by African countries.
Comment: -

A sub-regional meeting of heads of West African statistical
offices was held in 1964. . A similar meeting of heads of North

and Iast African statistical offices is scheduled for 1965,




B/CN.14/CAS,4/8
Page 12

E 4 study tour on the relatlon of statistics to planning which
visited three African countrlee, the USSR and Prance took place

in 1964. A study tour on housing otatlutlcs is scheduled for 1966. .
The Third Conference also recommended for future actlon the organiza-—
Ktlon of e study tour in West Africa on problems relailng to subsistence ¥

' act1v1ty and uhlftlng cultlvetlone.

The Statlstlcal NeWSletter which was establlshed in 1960 is

now normally published on a quarterly ba31s.

A report on methode and problems of Afrlcan populatlon censuses
which was submitted to the Third “Gonterencé of nfrlcan Statlstlclang
has been revised and extended to include the experlence of all

" countries in the region. A first draft of a gtudy of housing
siviiiynquiries in Africa has been prepared. A report on the particular
statistical problems met in the study ~f nomadic popylations is
under preparation. Studles on method and problems of migration
statistios in Africa and on the defznltlone of economlcally active

‘populatlon uoed in Afrlca is under way.

The Thlrd Conference recommended the contlnuatlon of work
on the preparatlon of a manual on household surveye and the
compliatlon of a-list of technloal cnefflclents for thée use of

planriers.

The Conference also agreed'to include the following in the

work srogramme for the years 1963-1968:

a. Preparation of a study of demugréphic'enouiries on a sub=
national scale in the region. -

b, Preparation of 2 Teport on African experiences in industrial
censuses and inquiries carried out in conjunction with the 1963
;World Programme.

c. Preparation of - manual on.the analysis of food consumption

‘
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d. Elatoration of 2 suamery table on staff rejulirements in

African statistical offices.

Regional co-operation in the field of data processing

Description:

a. Use of the Mechanical Uuit established at the Commission's

headquarters for recearch and demonstration purposes and for
serviging countries without eguipment or with insufficient

brocessing capacity.

b. Preparation of reports on developments in data processing.

Comment:

The Mechanical Unjt establlshed near the end of 1901 has
successfully verformed a nunbsr of GPVTathHS 1nulud1ng the
processing of the Addis ababa populathn census, a family budget
survey for Asmara,'external trades statistics of Dthiopia, a census
of civil servants for Congo (Brazzaville), the regular tabulation

of Africun tr.de statistics for the Commission's publications and

‘the procesesing of the secretariat payroll. A number of'requests for

service are oulstanding and could not be undertdken with the present

~egquipment.

The Third Conferénce of Afri an Statis tlclans recommendeu expansion
of the size of therMLChaniCa] Unit. The Conference alsoc recommended
that a group of expertc be convened to review the problems of data pro-
cessing in Africa in greater detail and to draw up a prograame of
regional co—operation in the field. This will ‘be undertaken when funds

and staff resocurces allow.

Pr003331n5 and publlcatlon of statlstlcal data

Descrlptlon.

ve

3; Compilation and analysis of statistical data reguired for:

- 4 Geheral bulletin on African Statistics-
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i

~ APrican Trade Statis stics, seriez a and series B

~ fnnual ond quarterly bulletin on Production Statistics

ST L h

of agricultural, . mininz #nd induatrialkbommodities;wau“

b. Compilation and anzlysis of stati-tical data raoulred by

research divisiong. of the decrétariat.

The preparutlor'cf ,‘a%iftiCil'handboo*s which contain a
detaiied anglygls'ind evaluétlon of datd assembled in varlouu_
fields of statistics.

Commeént:

Statistical appeadices were previously published as‘énﬁéxes

-to: the .conomic Bulledin for africa. It i considéred better to

issue in. the: Tuture: an independent bulletin onVKfridaﬁ Sﬁﬁ%iﬁfics.

- Resources- permitiing,. this bulletin may aopcar fuice & year.
e Lo : rd

tﬂc dlrectlon of

sn 0 Geried A of Afridhn lrade o%afisticé

“trade of ‘Africin counJrleﬁ'and is puollmhed Qu rterlv. The

Lot R

““latest idsue refﬁrs %o Juneé 1964 uewley E'of the dme publlcar

LA

“idn gives z-detailed’ claL51flcat10n of lﬁyuf*S and ex?ortc by

tlon,” T%e 1atest

.

issue contains figurss for the period January-December 1963 and is

'COmmodlty proup and couhury of ori31n and dentinz

. now in. the proceszs. of printiwg. = The geographlcal coveragé of

. series B has beenpproquSSivelyfékﬁen&éd‘durin?“the‘1é§f'yéHrGT

s Two prellmln&ry isues of Both tne annual and the QUarturly
bulletins on’ Production St t¢,tlcq of aﬂrlcultural nu.nlnm and _
“3ndudtrial cormddities have been 1ssued wnd were sent to‘countrleo
for comments. Both bulletins will for thelr nost recent 1nforna—

tion depend on data supplied directly from st tiatidal. wffioes -

Speci -l compilations for research purposes in the Sééfé%foat
have during the last year been made iv the fields of manufacturing,
tran portuqtatlstlcs-and social

L it

statistiecs. In partlcula}, much contlnuous work i® being undertaken

energy, natlonal accounts,
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in connexion with the iconomic Survey of 4Africa and various social

development projects.

The tables for the African demographic handbook have been

completed and are available in mimeographed form.

The Handbook on National Acccunts for Africa was discussed

in draft form by the Working Group on National Accounts of ifrican
countries in December 1964 and is now being issued in final form,

taking into account the comments of the Yorking Group.
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Resoluticn 107 (VI). Standard Customs Nomencl ature

The ..conomic Commission for Africa,

Bearing in mind recommendation No. 3 in the report of the Standing

Committee on Trade on its second session (L/CN.14/253),

Considering that it would be desirable to eztablisk a standard form
of customs tariff nomenclature for all African countries as a means of

faeilitating customs operations and tariff negotiations,

Noting that twenty-eight African countries have already adopted,

or are in the process of adopting, a uniform tariff nomenclature,

Believing that the adoption by the remaining African countries of
this uniferm tariff nomenclature is an essential condition for the
successful cenclusion and execution of multilateral treaties for the
liberalization of intra-African trade and the eventual formation of =m

African common market,

Recalling that the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature is the only inter-
nationally recognized standard classification of goods specifically
designed for customs tariff purposes and is the form of standard tariff
instrument adopted, or tc be adopted, by the twenty~eight African

countries menticned above and by more than elghty countries in all,

1. Recommends the adoption of the Brussels Tariff Nomeneclature by

all African countries which have net yet adopted its

2. Recommends likewise that these countries seek and accept the
co—operation of the “conomic Commission for Africa and the Customs Co—
operation Council in the transposition of their existing tariffs to the

Brussels Tariff Nomenclature;

3. Reguests the Lxecutive Secretary to convene in 1964, or as soon
as possible, a study group for the standardization of eustoms tariff nomen-—
clature to enable the above countries, with the assistance of customs experts
drawn from the Commission and the Council, to undertake the immediate and

simultaneous transposition of their tariffs to the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature.
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Resolution 146 (VII):__ponversion of the Yuzounde Statictical
Training Certre inte an ifrican stutiostioal training institute

The Beonomic Coumisaion for Africa,

Recoghizing the inportance of stetistics in the rrocess of economic

and soeial developnent,
Avare of the nseds of the African countrier in this field,

Noting the growing importance of the Yscunde Centre by resscn
of the increase in the number of its students, its African function,

and the zeographical range of its instruction
i3 = tor] ]

1. Welcomes the great success of the lentre and the assistance

provided by the United Natione

2. Reguests the ixecutive Secretary to renew the agreement
governing the Centre between the United Nations and the Federal

Republic of Cameroun;

3. flequests the Lrecutive secretary to make representations to
the aliropriate crranizaticns «ith = view to one or more permanent

teachers being made =vailzble to the Centre:

4. Reguests the cxecutive secretary to study the gquestion of
converting the Centre into an international statistical training
institute open to all ifricans and op rating under the auspices of the
United Nsations =nd the hoat country, and o report to the Commission

at the eighth session:

5. Invites the Ixecutive Secretary tu propose technical and

financial methods of contributing to the development of the institute.
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Extracts from projects in the fork programse of
the Commission relevant to work in statistics

Population
Desceription:
Studies of demographlo structures and trends to provide ‘basic

information and analys1s for olannlng economic and social develop-

mment.lnoludlngrr_”u,mr;;;rl”

QQ“ Studles and evaluaflon of “the over—all demographlc 1ndlcators
provided by the population Uensuees, sample- BUTVEYS and V1tel

statistics registration.
b. Projections of the regional, sub-regional and national
population by segments (rural and urban population, school-age

population, ranpower etc. ).

EE' Stud1es on the 1nter—re1at1onsh1p of populatlon growth and

eoonom1c and soc;al development and on demogrephlo and manpower

agspects of Afrlcen development plans.
Comment:

a-. Projections of population of Afrlca up to 2000 A.D. for five
sub—reglons by age and sex were prepared for 1nternal use by the
secretariat. Pr03ectlon of porulation by segments will be made

as required.

b. A study of the demographic problems and priorities in 4frica
under the Development Decade, for the Meetlng of Experts Committee
on Social Development, 1965,

€. A giudy of demographic effects of urbanization.

Demographic training

Description: -

Bstablishment of sub-regioral demographic training and research

centres and assistance in training activities and related research.
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The North Afrlcan Demographlc Tralnlng and. Research Centre

was estabiished tin Ca:.ro in 1963« oo s et

The secretariat arranged for the second training "éourse’ - ;
starting in November 1964. Preliminary work was undertaken
‘and will be continued to establish a second sub-regional centre

- to meet the needs ofuthe otherrAfrlcan.conntrles.

(C) Standardization of customs tariff nomenclature, harmonization of

~rates of customs duties and other import charges, and uniform

classification of revenues arising therefrom

Description:

A Assistance to African countries in adopting the Brussels
Nnmenclature, comparative studies of the rates ~f ‘customs:duties

and other import charges, and establishment of uniform systems

of classifigatiqnnof customs revenues in qrder to facilitate srnal,
éub—regional or negiqnalﬂcustoms integration,. and an assesumnnt of
the naturn and extent of tariff changes invelved therein, as well as

the fiscal effects of such changes.
Comment:

E:_ As51gtance tn Afrlcan countries in the transpoaltlon of
thelr uarlffo to the Bruu elg thenclaturb will be contlnucd.
Thls will ineclude the prcparatlon of a manual of instructions

dealing with its effective implementation.

‘b,  Examination and analysis of cxisting ratcs of customs
duties ete,, will be undertaken in the context of proposals

for customs integration.

SR

C. Comparatlvo studlo% will be undcrtaken of the various
revenue classificatioh of customs duties ctc., 1n“Ur&er'to
identify and resolve difficultics encountered in establishing

uniform systems of classification.
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(D) Intra-~African assistancc and training facilities in Africa

Deseription:

Survey of training facilities in Africa by fields of activity

and by categories of pcreonnel. Promotion of intra-African assistance

on a bilateral basis, through the Commission and the epecialized
agencies.
Comment:

This survey has been initiated in co-operation with the
specialized agencics, in particular UN=SCO, the ILO and FAO,
and in consultation with African CGovernments and African
universitics, research institutions and other appropriate

organizations,

(E) Training facilities and rosters of African training outside

Africa
Description:

A survey of facilities for training and of Africans now
undergoing or who have undergone training outside Africa, by

fields of activity and by categories of personnel.







