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ECONOMIC CO-OPHXRATION IN AFRICA (agenda item 6) (8/CN.14/346, B/CN.14/352,
B/CN.14/351, E/CN.14/354 and Add.l, E/CN.14/366 and Corr.l, and B/CN.14/386)

!contlnuedl.

Mr. BRIGHT (leerla) sald he had noted w1th keen 1nterest
those sectlons of the reports submltted by the Lx xecutive Secretary whlch
dealt with economlc co-operation in West Africa. His Government ha@ long
attached great 1mportance to co—operatlon throughout the contineﬁt and
especlally in West Africa. Two years before Ghana had become 1ndapendent,
his Government had invited that country's authorities to discuss co—
operation, particularly in the economic field. Again in 1959, after
Guinea had become independent, Liberia acted as host to the prasldents of
Ghana and Guinea for joint discussions of the problem. That same yeaTy
his Covernment had convened & prellmlnary.CGQference of African Businomemen,
a second session of woich had been held at Casablanca in 1961. Those
meetings had given the representatives of thirteen African countries the
opportunity to explore avenues of economio ©O- —operations thanks to ECA
assisgtance, they had made possible the establishment of the African
Development Bank. Lastly, in. 1961, after many Yest African countries had
become independent, his Governnment had acted as host to a conference of
African’ Hoads of State and Government, at which the possibility'of achieving
co—operation in the continent had been considered. A1l thoge meetings had
expressed themgelves in fawvour of co-operation and had led to a decision
that the first steps should be taken at the sub—reglonal‘level.” At least
ten other meetings had . sinoe been convened, both at. the technlcal and the
ministerial levels, 1n an effort to translate into effective action the
desire for co—operation that had been displayed. Unfortunately, it had
to be admitted that gubstantial progress nad not been made in economic
co~operation. The funds and resources. spent in organizing the conferences
would-have gone & long way; towards financing the engineering studies for
the road network which had already_been-discussed at the VWest African

Transport Conference held in Monrovia in 1961.
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JInuthat'connexion,‘his delegation wished to make a few proposals
concerning economic CC~-oOperation in West Africa., . Firgt, the Commission

adoption of the articles of - association, Thirdly, member States should
make every effort to send-repre&entatives'at-the'appropriate level to -
the meeting, Fourthly;-the-success of any arrangement for Cco-operation -
would depend on an effective Secretariat, which should be established ag.
soon a8 possible, either by the West 4frican Governménts themselVes-or;
as bad been Proposed, in conjunction with iCA., Fifthly, the ECA secre-
tariat ghoulq make a thorough analysis of the key aspects of economic -
GO“OPératipn. Lastly, it should undertake a limited number of detailed
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Hig delegatlon did not underestlmate s need to eg ablish regional
economic co-operatlon and co—ordlnate action at the sub-reglonal level.
I+ con81dered, however, that sub-reglonal co-operation was an important

step in that direction.

He wished to stress the importance of the project for estab}ishing
a West African izcn and sicel coﬁplex, Eis Government had taken several
steps in that connexion since the Commission‘e seventh session. Consul-
tations had taken piace, with alllthe countries of the sub-region which
~had'agreed in principle to the establishment of an iron and steel au-
thority ﬁithin the framework of the general system of economic co—operation
''in West Africa. .With respect to the plant to be set up in Liberia in .
view of the positive reaction of the International Benk for Rédbhéfruction
- and Development.and other financing institutions, hic “overnment had
commigsioned several pre-investment siudies, That phase of the proaect
was-being carried out.with the assistance of UNIDO and the financial aid
" of UNDP. fThe ECA ‘gecretariat had alco provided extensive technical assis—
~tance, in conformity with. the decision taken at the Bamako Lonference.,
‘It was 1o be hoped that the implementation of the project would represent
a first step tewards close cc-operation,in all Iells betwoon the countrics
in..the region. '

Mr. BAHIZI (Democratic Republic of the Congo ) sald he thought

that economic co~operatlon in-Africa was primarily a questlon,of harmo-
nizing production plans, trade and research on edonomic development. Before
being introduced at the regional level, co-opseration must be achieved

between neighbouring_Syatee or at the sub-regional level.

With regard to the. harmonization of production plans, industrialiﬁef
tion would enrable the African countries to raise their standards of'liviﬁg
and.buttress their political independencc. In view of the obstacles which
.,internatiena;;ﬁihance_placed in the path of economic progress by the
young natione;‘close:eo—operation among those natiorns was essential. In
Africa, a start could be made in sub~regional co-operation by taking

stock of‘eeeh_country'snpotentialitiee defining priority goals and
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drawing up concerted development plans., Such a divisipn of labour would
call for a study of financing and implementation conditions for the
Projects. In that connexion, HCA would have to persuade the developed
countries to institute what My, Mboya had called a “Marshall Plan for
Africa",

- With regard +to trade, only an "openédoor" policy would make possible
cloger Co-operation among the African countries. Free trade groupings
had been set up and it was important for them to lower trade barriers
in favour of their neighbours in order to facilitate broader co-operation,
His country had already contributed to that development, as i1ts trade

with oilher African countries showed a clear excess of importe over exporte.

The African countries must pool their efforts in the field of
research. In addition to the continent's existing faciiities, his country
made available to the African countries a number of econhomic, industrial
and scientific research_inétitutes and centres mainly located at Lovanium
University_(Kinshasa) and at Lubumbaghi University,

- Increased Co—operation was also needed in the training of professional
staff. Instead of sending their students to the developed countries,” where
they chose a subject of study not yet offered in their home countries,
the African States should sncourage them t0 attend African univergities.
That would both make it possible to justify the substantisl sums invested
in those institutions and to avoid cutting students off from the realities

of their environment, while guaranteeing them a soligd training.

One of the most important forms of co-operation should be the har-
monization of national economic infrastructures. gycp harmonization
aséﬁméd épecial importance in regard to transport, particularly rail
transport,

Unfortunately, Africa was at present divided, not only by the
language barrier, which wag easily overcone, but, what was much more
serious, by the methods of Beonomic co~operation inherited from the
former colonial Powers. As the Nigerian representative had 80 aptly

Pointed out, because of preferential tariffs, some African countries

““”“*“uﬁm&gﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂHﬂHH-H-!-H!n-qnnqu--.qu!gu-n--'--___u——unmn
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were of ten obliged to buy the oommodltles they needed from developed
countries rather tnan African countrles. African unity would only be
achievable on a baszs of economlc unitye. The African countries were
algo divided by thelr flsoal arrangements and customs tariffs and by
their dlfferlng monetary systems, factors which oonetltuted a ma30r
obgtacle to effeotlve econonic oo-operatlon. For that reasodll, hls
Government had noted with satisfaction the aotzon taken by the Executive
Secretary of BCA %o gpeed up the economic 1ntegrat10n of Afrioa by
dividing it 1nto.four large sub-reglons. Unfortunately, development
was lagging in West‘Afrioa.' His Government was determined to,eontinue
and strengthen the - "open-door" policy it had hitherto followed,'and its
objectives had once more been approved by the summlt conference‘of
African Heads of:State.which had Just been held at Kinshasa. The geven
Heads of States'who had_attended the conference had expressed their full
eupportrfor the Congoiese people's struggle for economic_lndependenoet
They had also set up two committees, one of which would be responsible
for security matters and the othere for transport and communcation
problems. Experience in the Congo clearly showed that geourity was &

prerequisite for economic FTOgress. _
The experlenoe galned by the Democratic Republic of Congo wWas

certain to be of interest to the other countrles of the contlnent.
Tor that reason he w1shed to give & brief account of hig country' s
achlevements and projects. The Congolese leaders considered that
planning was a respon51b111tJ of th= :overnment, and one of 1t8 most
1mportant funotlons. They thought that +the Congo should base its -
middle and longwterm objectives on the general trends of the
econom& over the last twenty Jears. In fact, when the Congo was
atill a Belglan colony, 1ts economic and social development was
ensured by plannlng. The first ten—year plan (1950 - 1959) made it
possible to establlsh an. 1nfrastructure, thanks to which the annual
growth—ravelof the Congolese econony reaohed 11 per cent during

the period 1950—1955, as agalnst T per cent before. During the same
period, the oapltal invesiments made averaged 22 per cent of the groes

national product. Those facts showed the dynamism of the Congolese
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economy. . In view of the existence of almost unlimited resources
in agriculture, mines, manufacturing.industry and enérgy, that
dynamism should ‘guide the Government insits-ecqnomic development
policy. As it intended to double the nationél'income by 1975,

it had been poesible to determine the broad policies of the future
five-year plan, which woulg begin in 1968, Until that time, those
responsible for the Congolese'écohomy had decided to take interim
measuresg affecting agriculture, fisheries and the inersification
of industry, Financing woulga be provided.partly'out of public
funds ang partly by means orf lqng-,‘middleﬁland short-term loans
negotiated by the Government,  There was an obvious relationship
between the general objectivea or the fiveéyéar plan and the immediate
measures taken under the interim plan., _

With regard to.agricultural problems, the Office of the High
Commissioner for Planning hag worked Quf an over-all programme for

agriculture in the oountry, a8 well as of the Question of a recovery
in agriculture. The first problem was that of supervisory staff for
farmers, which had to be reinforced. Similarly, there would have

to be changes in the current systenm for‘marketing products, which

Was chiefly based on consumpition of own Production, Notably, it would

Such structural obstacles hagd been associated with political
obstacles; the rebellion had caused an exodus to the towns and had
encouraged speculation and certain illicit traffic with neighbouring
countries. In order to make it possible to eliminate that evil, the
efforts made in the ddmestic'framework_would have'to be supplemented
by close collaboration with such countries, ' '
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Those obstacles could be OVeTrcome, thanks to the country's
vast resources in human potential and the possibilities of action
open to the public authorities. The labour force nad remained
intact and capital had not suffered to the point of making any
recovery impossible. Numerous measurecs were envisaged,_notably in
fisheries, food crops and animal production, which would be accompanied
by parallel actioﬁ on problems of supervision, infrastrthure and
finance. _ _ _ _ _
?or the industrial sector, it was necessary to increase production, .
while allowing existing_industries to work at full capacity and
establishing industries to produce capital goods. Cur:ently,
indqgtrial production represented about 40 per cent of total national
production. The mining products from the Congo held a prominent
position in the world market and provided the country with considerable
foreigﬁ exchange revenue. The manufacturing industry was highly
diversified and in full prooess of expansion: ite rate of growth
had been about 13 per cent during the 1960-1965 period. However, it was
mainly in the.textile,,chemical, food-~processing and building materials
industries that progress had been most rapid. Thank to the‘develppment
of the ijndustrial sector it was already becoming possible to meet
most of local demand. The Congolese industry#therefore,played¢a
leading part in the economic life af_the‘country. o _

Mrolle MEHIRI (Tunisia) noted witﬁ ;afisfaction the progress
made by ECA in its efforis to rafionaliaeEiﬁs stnucture_gnd to
provide for itself proper jngtruments of action go that it could
more effectively play ite part in the, economic development_of the
continent. - The past two years had been marked by the  increased
activify of the Sub—regional offices, which had become genuine
centres for reflection and resecarch, and which, on the basis of
local realities, attempted to ensure the integration of greater and
greater economic arease 8imilarly, the various meetings organized
to examine problems of paramount interest had been very useful,
since it had been possible to organize & joint meeting with the OAU
ad hoc Committee of Fourteen at Addis Ababa in 1966 to determine the

most effective methods of intensifying intra—African trades



E/6N.14/SR.133(VIIT)
Page 8

Conferen¢e on Trade and'DeﬁeIOpment. Similarly, the African countries
should not remain aloof to the ‘concerns of countrieé Participating

in the Kennedy round, They could consult with one another at the
meeting of the 77 which was planned to be held at Algiers with the

interests into account, The cbnstant diéturbances in trade flbws.and
the sometimeé'épébfacular declines in the prices of the Primary

products exported by the developing countries were serious obstacles
to their economic expansion, Tunisia had not been spared by such

diétufbénces,'which'had been all the more damaging to it ag fheyrhad.
been motivated by political'consiae}atiohs. The baées of international
trade would have to be relaid in such a way as to ensure the devéloping
countries an adequate and étead& income, | ' .

' Despite the progress made, the economic development of the
African continent was Proceeding too slbwly. The meégre rate of ‘

what was needed, was couplédrwifh more and mora.intdlerable.bonditioné.
He agreed with Mr, Mboya that foreign aiq could not currently be
considered ag the eséential bésis'for any development planhing."ﬁb'
ensure the economic growth of'the‘cbntihent the& would nééd massive
foreign aid that would not be reflected in a cénstant deterioration

of the terms of trade, an“aggraVation of the burden of debt and new
difficulties in the balance of payments. sThe privileééd countrieg
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of ECA had rightly emphaalzed that
and private, would probably be forthcoming

in the desired -quantity as and when the governmenta moblllzed the

human and material resources

of their countries more completely and

took the measures necessary to create a climate favourable to

1nvestment. That was the strategy that must serve as the baSIB for

development plannlng.

Pirst of all, it was necessary to increase national oavings.

" By reducing the rate of incre

improving tax policy, governm
sav1ngs substantlally‘ In th
‘gector of educating thelr cit

ase in operating- axpenditure and

ents should be able to ihorease their

e same way, by sustained ‘action in the
izens, it should be possible’ o- increase

the savings of indiv;dunﬁran& enterprises and to reduce cap1tal

" a very aubstantial 1ncreaae i
" national produot, whlch had r
" and 1965, a period during whi

~i0% $pansfers to the mlnlmum. That wag how Tunisia had been abld to make

n the ratio of investment %o the grose
isen from 14 to 28 per cen% betwean 1960
ch domestic pavings also grew. . In

order to maintain gross fixed capltal formation at a high level,

that policies would be contin
domestic savings should reach
domestic product. Thus Tunis
services could be reduced fro
domestic product by 1970.

He was happy to note @2

ved, and it was planned that gross
the level of 17.5 per cent of the gross
ia's sxternal deficit in goods and

m 10 to about 4 per cent of the gross

importance that ECA attached to the

problem of training. The recommendations »f the Working Party on

Manpower and Training that re
implemented. Tunisia was L1y
planning and to collaborate i
countries. In addition to th
had offered through OAU, the
insurance institute in Tunis

competent African cadres. Th

cently met at Addis Ababa would have to be
ing to lay the foundations of manpower

n that sector with the other African

a Tellowships that the ™unisian Government
forthcoming establishment of an African
would contribute to the training of

e efforts of ECA, the Dakar Institute and

the other African braining cenires, as well as of UNITAR, should make it

possible to carry through the
for the younger generation.

important task of vocational training
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- Regional Cartogrg.phic Conferenge for'Af_ric;a., ﬁhi_ch Was held a¢ Tunigig
from 12 4, 24 September 1966, The :;'épof'é -’of the Gonference;containmi
Tesolutiong which it:was impbrtant to ihplement, in particﬂlar one
Concerning the establishment of an Ec4 cartoéraphic committee, becauge
. that woulq pe an important subject along the road to intra~4frican

[T
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Ato ABDURAHMAN (Ethiopia) said he wished %o touch on the
Afrlcan contlnent's eGOnomlc and social problems before discussing the
ECA programme of work. Afrloa was beset by bunger, disease and ignor-
ance. Economlc develOpment was therefore an essential means of al-
leviating those ills, but the question of how 1o achieve those ends
remained unanswered.' The mefﬁdd'of.triel aﬂd.error.was impractieable; L

concerted action and common methods were NEeCesSary.

The Comm1ss1on had been set up to study economic development
problems and find the best ways of solving them.. It had so far
diagnosed, defined and analysed the problems, and had in particular
stressed the urgent need to develop agrlculture and education in order
to counter hunger and unemployment. 14 had already declared that it
had oompleted %he flrst phase ‘of its work, that of meking studies and
intended to go on to the second phase, that of 1mplement1ng Programmes:
and assletlng fnember States with their economic and soc1al projecits.
The programme ‘of work submitted by ECA for the coming biennium still,
however,'seemed to be ‘dominated by prellmlnary and general studiesy
which were unlikely to lead to speedy action. In his opinion, ECA
should revise its programme of work and submit gpecific proposals,
especially for increasing agricul tural production and expandlng ‘industry.
Co~operation among African countries was also hampered by a lack of
information on ‘trade opportunities and practices. The progranme of
work. should, therefore, be revised in that respect, too, and & change

in the administrative machinery of ECA should perhaps be considered.

Mr. CHARPENTIER (Franoe) «aid he had a number of comments Q
make on developments in the economlo situation and the problems it

posed for African economic development.

The total flgures for 1965 and the estmmates for 1966 showed that
international trade had continued to grow during that period, but. that
the developing countries had not fully achleved the targets they had
gset themselves. The posltlon in regard to commodlty trade was still

dlsquletlng. In 1965, cocoa prices in real terms hed fallen to the .
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lowest level since 1930 and‘coffee.bpices had been maintained with
difficulty.L'Génerally speaking, the pricg index of primary commodities
which hag Tigen épproxiﬁatély'T‘ e€r cent between mid-1965 ang mid-1966,
had since declinéd. | o

On.tﬁe.whole, even if economie conditiong were not too unfavourable
for the tiﬁé being, the actuel structure of the commodity markets
apparently remained unchanged. As several sPeakerg had pointed out,
the deteribrgtion in the feims of trade still remained a particularly
troublesome piohlem and it was essential o redouble efforts to fingd
a golution,

in thaf_general context, he wighed to 8ive a brief account of the
part played by France in the expansion of trade and in aid fop develop—
ment. IngQQQ, France‘s trade account with the developing countriasg
in Africa had?éhown & Very much larger deficit than in 1965, That.
had tripled, between 1962 and 1966, enabling tne African countries
o secu#e, through +theip trade with Fraace, Tesources to agaigt in
balancing their Over-all external accounts and ip financing thejir
domestic development. '

Was not limited +to trade, Allocating, as it did, 1.85 per cent of its |
national income to external aid, France was still the chief donor
country in relative terms and the secona in absolute terms, Over half
that 2id went to the African countries, and was gi#en on favourable
terms, since 80 per cent of France'g official aid wag in the form of
grants, Tﬁe contributionsg of private capital took the form of invegt-
ments rather thap of more or legy long-tern credits,

France was also seeking 4o improve the Programming of its ajg
and the procedures involved, I+ appreciated the importance of pianning
for the.African Countries amd it -had therefore supportedutheir'efforté
to draw up devel opment plans. From that standpoint, training wag
trucial, a fgqt‘which explained why the Proportion of technical -
aggistance ianTench a2id had rigen from 20 to 27.5 per cent between
1962 ang 1965,
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In the gpecial case of Algeria, France was gratified that &
formula for agreement relating 10 011 and 1ndustry had been worked
out, a formula which marked a fellcltous innovation W1th respect to

methods,

‘But increased trade or the provision of financial and technical
agsistance was not enough to golve the problems facing ‘the developing
countrles. A more rat10nal organlzatlon of trade between unequal
economioc partners was requested which would call for sone modlflcatxon

of the prlnclplee of economic llberallsm.

As long a8 conmodities accounted for praotlcally 80 per cent of
the export:earnings of the developing countries: (90. per cent in the -
cage of the African countries) and ‘the jnternational compunity took
no steps to prevent the continuation of shortFterm fluctuations and
long-term deterioration in commodity prices, it would e impossible
for those. -countries to make any economic forecaste or to base their
sconomic -and gocial development in thelr exports. Since the possi-
bilities for increasing the volume of exporits were limited, the
emphasis would have to be placed on prices, which must he fixed at

equitabletlevels and maintaeined by concerted action.

In trade, the principle of oquality operated in the same W&y as
the principle of liberty. -In gituations of inegquality, oquality of
principles and rules degenerated into injustice. . Inequality between
partners in economic competition required that products exported DY
under—developed couniries should encounter fewer obstacles than those
marketed by the developed countries. Hence the idea of preferences
which France, 1ike other countries, wWas upholding in international

organizations. ’

‘France would continue to give unqualified gupport to any ccni"
sistent and realistic proposals put forward by inter-African organiza~
tions with a view to fostering economioc co-operation in Africa. It

ag in that spirit that it would continue %0 collaborate W1th ECA,
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Mr, GOLDSCEMIDT (Observer for the United States of America)
8peaking at the invitation of the Chairman, gaig that the disappointing
rates of growth in Africa reflected the failure of the States members
of the United Nations to meet the objectives of the Development Decade,
As the Uhder—Secretary_for Eoonpmie and Socjal Affairs had gaid, ths
difficu}tieskof éertain Problems hag not_been accurﬁtely sizéd up in

of the Uhited‘Nations,‘which sfated that the Organization"ghall promote
higher.stahdards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic:
and social prqgress and development"”, Africa could now also draw upon
& whole range pf.new techniques. The advancés in eneréy, informafion,
transportation, communications, medicine and agi'iculture wers among'the
miracles of the age, Africa could similarly benefit from ingtitutions

such asg the_AfricanVDeveIOPment Bank, OAU and ECA, and it had an en-~

of meeting fhem. The accomplishments of RECA and other African institu-
tions substantiated the hopes of the United Stateg for the optimum

development of Afrioca.

In_referring to fhe strategy for economic'deﬁélopment, previous
gspeakers had often blaced emphagig dn the importance of self-hslp,
Mr. Mboya héd-rightly pointed out that the task of developing Africa
Was one for Africans working in co-oﬁeratio . The United States
shared that view and regarded the Prioritieg Qstablished‘by EGA as
sound. The United States Government had always placed the gre#test

emphagis on sufficient food, education and health, It wag ready to
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Other surveys would deal with 1mprovement of ;ransport in Central

Afrzca and the development of energy in West Africa.

The pragmatlc reglonallsm in which President Johnson was & firm
peliever required the co-operation of all. The United States, for

its part, would do its utmost to further such co—operation.

Mp, MANFREDI: (Observer for Italy)s speaking at the jnvita~
tion of the Chairman, said that the Italian Government would continue
to agsist in Africa's development by means either of bilateral.oT of

mul tilateral agreementis, in other words, through the various reglﬂnal

or 1nternat10nal bodies.

. " The aid given by Italy sometimes assumed 2 special character
becass Gf ‘the stricture of the Italian cconomy. He had in mind;5"”
partlcular, "the construction of giant dams tc increase +the enery
regources of Africa &nd facilitate irrigatiom. - 1taly also partici~ '
pated in road and railway programiesy &s well as in communication
projects. Italian aid took the form of the despatch of. technicians
and the. grantlng of oredils. ..

The Italian Government sntended to increase’ its collaboration’:"'"'
with -the déveloping countriss’ through pilateral agreements. It would
offer fellowships for study in Itely, finance ‘tHe building of Italian’
sohools in Africa and send experts to that continent. It would parti~
cipate in the ‘financing of ‘economic plans “and studies. Italy had R
concluded agreements with & number of African countries which were. ...

already in operation.

SAR Intérhationél~09ntre for Advanced ‘Pechniocal “and VOcatlonal
Training had been: 1naugurated*at Turin in Maroch 1966 under an” agreevil-;”
ment ﬁlth the. Internatlonal Labour Organisation. The Italian Govern=-
menty Italian prlvate industry and thermunlczpalxty of Turin had . e 3T
conxrlbuted $36 million towards  the construotion. of that Centre, the . "=
annug;wppqraplng_cost of which would amound to. $1.5 milliome . .-

I4aly was close’ 0 Kfrica and -its prosperity was bound up with '
that of Africa. It was convinced that the efforts undertaken by the

African countries would be crownad with success.
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M, PREBISCH (United Nations Conferenco on Trado ang bevelop-_

of productsg, During the rast twenty Jyearsy instead of taking measureg
to counteract the unfavourable incidence of such changes on the exports

example, textiles,

Seoondly,: technical development required the mobilization of °

countries to the developing countrieg ﬁas continﬁbusl}ldgteriorating,

in relation to the grogs inoome of the industrialized ocountries, and
even iq,terms of_the,volume_pf aid. Unlesga eagures were promptly taken
to correct the situation,,very érave oconsequanceg would follow,

Thirdly, the majority of the developing‘countries had not yat
Tecognized the need to adapt their eoonomic and sooial struoctures to
developing_technology.”_The whole offort of intarnational.oo-oparation
might fail unless that egsential transfornation were made,

It was necessary to atop-dasting all the blame on the developed,
°r on the developing, countriess both &roupe shared the Tesponsibility

truly co-ordinated and ayﬁchronized’action in that direction., It wag
admitted%y not easy to change structures in the dsveloping ccuntries';,:
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tut that task would be lese difficult if the nocegsary irade and

flnanclal measures were taken to accelerate the rate of growth of the
*developing countries. There was hope that the gecond United Fations

Conference on Trade and Development would discuss that cardinal problem

and would manage 10 £ind a starting point for the necessary joint .action.
. The most impor tant thing was to quantify the problems B0 &8 to work out

eommengurate solutions.

Both in trade and finance, some subjects goemed 10 be mature for

mmedlate action and should allow of solution.

e In trede, there had 31noe the first Conference been d;etznct

| progress in the attltude of the developed eountrlee 1o a syetem of trede
preferences 1n favour of the developlng countriess . Even if, as wae hoped,
the Kennedy Round . 1ed 10 & general 50 per cent reductlon in prevallzng
Cuetoms tarlffe, the 1nduatr1allzed countries would have to grant addl-
tlonal reductlons for goode - both primary. produots and manufactures -
from the developing countrlee. 411 the developing countrlee, and not
only those which were already partly induetrlallzed, would immediately

benefit from such measuree.
ETLSS .Y ' :
Hls organlzatlon wee currently prepar1ng a report on. trade between

_ the soclallet countries. and the developing eountxlee, the expension of
‘whlch might. be facllltated by 1ncreaelng trade, between eaet and weet.

_ Africa ehould not repeat the migtake madae. by Letmanmeglca, which,

at a tlme when world trade was in recession, split up into ebeutitﬁenty
economlc unitg, each of which made the samg efforts at. induetrialiaation

at great cogt., Times had changed and Africa oould made 2 bold bid for

regdonal end udb~reg10nal 1ntegratlon by prof;tlng from the experience Latin
1~ev1ea rad goined gince the wWal. Tho latin American Free Trade Aseoo1at10n
might still reed to assert itsolf, put the Central Amerlcan Common Market was &
reality and & SUCCOSS.. Nothing had happened to Juetlfy the miegiv;nge
entertalned when it was eetabllshed. On the contrary, everyone. an the
countries concerned reeognlzed that the Common Market was an 1mportant

factor in the development of the region. successful efforis at
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'sﬁduldiiﬁitiafé nbw:fiéws of tradé‘aﬁd'new experiments in integration,
_ "Atwits‘last sesgion, the Trade and Development Board invited the
R_UNCTAD pecretariat t010076pergte closely with the regional sconomie

 __oommisaions to promote regiona; and sub-regional integratipn. He gave

an expressg undertaking that he would Personally do hig best to secure
all possible aseistance from UNOTAD to ECA, sueh collaboration betweem
two United Nations agencieg ‘#aé,‘ :?;ndeed, both naturel and easy. He
would also do hig best tb én'e_m:-e t’h’ét UNCTAD provided ECA with assistance
with the minimum of delay, Adninigtrative delays were not the natural
order of things and coulq be modified. 4g an example, the Eoanomic

- Commission for Latin dmerica (ECLA) had been able to establish g pool

of. experts, with UNDP, 80" that expertg were, if Recessary, made availe

- able within a fey days. Why ooulgd the same gort of arrangement not

fuoceed with ECA, an organization tg which the African countries lock
for leadership? ‘ - e

- md tinational Projeots through the*-Afr-:i.-ca.n'-Development Bank, In Latin
America, the Inter-American Developrent Bank wag Playing a great rble.

In ‘the field of finance, there wers tWo questions on which agreement
- ¥Wag not very far away. The firgt was the questioms of supplementary
Finanocing, - The International Bagk for Reoonstruoction and Development
(IBRD) had, in this connexion, draun up -a project which governmental
exparts who met recently at Geneva Tegarded ag very good. Although
‘some of the big countries wers still reticent, there would ocertainly

be a large measure of agreement for that Project at the gecond .
:Conference. The so-called "-supplementary" finanoing would be in

addition to the basic financing provideq by international agencieg,
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- The eeqond queetzon was that of buffer stocks. 1t was eeeentially
a finahoial problem, since no organization was reaponelble for pre-
flnanclng such etocks. There was also another obetaole, namely, pricea
However, 1n the speclal case of ococoa, certaln encouraglng elgne gave
hope that fresh negotlatlone might lead to a setlsfaotory arrangement,
without the rlek of regultant over-produetlon. In that oonnexlon UNCTAD
had prepared a preliminary report containing some modeet propoeale. _

Spocial emphaele must be placed on the 1mportance of international
measures as far as agrloultural producis were concerned. The developing
world'would Tun a great risk unleee it reacted 9w1ftly to correct a

ertain tendency to lelelon into vertlcal compartmente and returned

to multllateral gystems.

. The flnal point to which he wished: %0 araw the attontion of the.
Commiseion was the imperative need to tazke special steps in favour of
the least developed countries. International assistance ehould be
apportioned according to. the lovel of development attaineds . The UNCTAD -
gecretariat had taken particular intorost in that questiony which the .
Trade andeevelopment Board had decided. to place on the agenda of the. .

next ConferencS.

In?EOﬁclﬁeien, e expreeeed hig firm conviction of the need for
continued dialogue and the developing countries should play thoir part
in the Very - important political and economic traneiormatlone_whloh would

occur in the, world within the next ten yearse Ihey oould do so by

olarity thinking and obaectlwlty of purposee.

Mr, BRIGHT (Liberia) thanked - the Sporetary-General of UNCTAD
on behalf of &all the members of the Commission and suggested that the .
sext of his speech ghould be consldered ag a Commission document$ the b
ideas that he had. enunciated would be considered during the disoussion

n agenda 1tem 9 (Relations with other members of the United Nations. .. °

i)
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Tho CHAIRMAN. said: that

. f%hé‘prOpoéal would be considered by the
drafting committes, -4 . SR -

%HEJTféGﬁOﬁ‘(Oféénization 6f_African Unity ) pointed out that

the economic grq#thféf:fhg Afriqgnhébﬁhffiés.“ﬁhg.ét§@ie5:éérrieénout
by ECA"éﬁo#ed the ihﬁéﬁsé'wééifhméf'fhe'céntiﬁentifthey.éaie groundg
for faith in the future, provideg that Africans éepe determingd to
co-ordinate theib~éffcris“tﬁ*idéntify;ﬁnd“axiiqit all théé regources,
The “Commigston-had; “ to 144 ‘oredit, made Africang awars of :t};_é similarity

of their problems and Characteristids,” Théte were clear Parallels betm

weﬁhiﬁhéir~legislétibn5Tﬁétﬁb&ﬁ‘bf édhiﬁiétﬁatibn;_adéqunt;ng.and_,

statigtics of ‘the various Sohoois ~ Bngligh; :'Fz'-éﬁéh‘ém\i other — that . -

were currently held ins

in Afrieafg struggle for @gvplopment;athat_work had alpeady'résuitéd
in a movement br;ngiggfﬁfrican;count:&gs closer together,

Some - of the multinationa] ré—grbupiﬁgﬁﬁtﬁatiﬁaa‘bean:made!'qr Wwere

being mads, é“‘eri"b:r.’*‘b'&*'a.rbund‘éimilariti‘éﬁ"‘iﬁﬁé"r'ife’&' from the colonial

‘estoen- in Africa, Tiho Commigsion had completely
succeeded through its work in defining what wag technically possible’ -

t
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experiments, including the four sub-regional associations promoted by
ECA, implied co-ordination of the various mothods of administration and
planriing in groups of neighbouring countries. In the first oase, there
wae a great rigk of strengthoning the former economic dependence on = -
Burope, without decigively intensifying trade with other African States
and even with:partners in the association. In the second case, there
was a danger that the development of a group of countries would turn -
out to the detriment of thc others and would tend to make each part of
Africa inward looking.

: It wee thereforc cssential to establish permanent negotlat1ons
among the African States in order to avoid too flagrant inequalities
in their development. Such permanent negotiation raised the problem
of the sacrifices that each would have to make in the common interest.
It implied a constant adaptation of national policies to aohieve the
harmonious development of all, It was vital for that ogsentially
political enterprise to succeed, if the efforts of ECA were to bear
fruit.

In that spirit he had proposed at Niamey in October 1966 that, by
a rational divigion of labour, OAU should become the centre for such
negotiations and should make politically viable the projects that ECA
had prepared technically. His Organization could become the forum in
which were nogotiated arrangements calculated to remove the political
obstacles that might hamper the economic development of Afrieca. It

could also bring about the necossary mutual concessions.

If his Organization were to play that role, two conditions would
have to be fulfilled. The first was that all the African States members
of OAU should undertake to persuade the multinational groupings to which
they belonged to pool their experience, The mecond condition was that
specific rules should be laid down to guide OAU in any attempt to
compose differences among African States in regard to economic

co—ordination,
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_With that end in view, it would be useful to draw up a’ statement
or: work. out a charter on African économic collaboration. HRules already
exigted within the framework- of ECA and OAU, but not in a sufficiently -
comprehensive form. -As in the case of human rights, the baric require~
ments should be formally laid down, without necessarily imposing any
binding obligation on States. In such a document, the African States
would undertake to co-ordinate their economic activities. with those of
their neighbours, foster the development of their associates as well
ag their own, harmonize their tranegport and communications, and réfraih"
from curtailing any programme for economic co~Operation with neighbouring
countriés beéause of {emporary political friction.

The general gecretariat. of CAU Hoped that the African States would
take speedyisteps with a view to the definition of such principles. The
prepent session would be a historical one if it initiated such action.

The mesting rose at 1,20 pem.






