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Cfrl .fA.PER Oi; 'i'HE ACI'lvPrlBS OP THE

UNITED NATIG1TS PEvELOPMKri1 PRO'JRAJIME IN AFRICA

.AS Oi? 1 JABTUAHY 1967

1_. The United Nations Ttevalopment Prograi:ne (ONDP), which was established

through the nurgo:.* of tho Rypin^ed Pro^rrajiiS of Technical Assistance and

the United Nations Special Fund, is providing assistance totalling US$674

million to projects undor implementation as of 1 January 1967,

2. 1'ho projects, bsing implemented irteluds 541 pre-investment projects^

.supported "by assistance totalling US$563 million fj*om th® Special Fvxd-

oonponent of tha I]SI>P0— The assisted countries arc

counterpart support eqvj.volant to US$8270 uillicn +0 the projects

hundred and sixteen similar projectsr which received CpeoiaJ. Fiin.i.

of US$79o'? millions had already been completed "by the er.d of 1966.,

3* Addixicnally, csoic-i ,2^300 prorje-r'js, financed under the 'I'echnioal

Assistance component of the ?rogra.T!aej will be riapleaiented during the

.1967--68 "bienniuis. Tha UEDP is contributing' US$111 millicri to th33e-proj

4. Aosisiianoe givsri "by tiia 1---ro oo^poiients of IT'ZOV meet different neods

of the developing oountries. The r>^"^-i?ivestiaent projects supported "^

■iho Spuoi.al Tund ooaponent &r<> usually .largo-soale operations and average

^a. .tctal oos-;. (Goveirinent contribution .; roludyd) of U3$2*4 million each?

taking generaJ-ly aomo five yaa.:-b for ocroplation, l'lis technical ^a

projects ..are of a relatively cxaiiU-r s^p^lsj providing the so.^vicses of cn*i

cr more experts in a wido range of fields and felloe-ships for adv;3^iced

study and training abroad of parsorinel from the assisted countries. While

the supply of sguipment is a significant part of Special Fimd assistance,

i'v plays a relatively minor rele in projeota receiving support from

Technical Assistance co^por.on't,

1/ The Administrator of the TJNTP has reoomp/jndod for Governing Council
approval in January 1967? 70 now pro-investcent pvojects to vhich

'UHDPwill contribute USS7S-731,300 and the casist-ed countriea
t$16
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TODP and Africa

5» The countries and territories of Africa actively participate in the

technical oo-operation activities of the UUDP, In 1966, 31 countries of

the region pledged for I967 the equivalent of US$ 2,5 million towards the

Programme.—' In 19^7? seven countries of the region are serving as members

of the organization's 37—member Governing Councils Algeria, Cameroon,

Congo (Kinshasa), Kenya, Liberia, Senegal and 3Unisia»

6. The African region currently receives the largest share of UNDP

assistance: US$ 250 million for projects in 43 countries and territories,

or 37 per cent of the assistance provided globally under the Programme.—'

7* Of this sum, US$ 210,3 million are devoted to 194 large-scale pre-

investment projects, to which the assisted countries are providing the

equivalent of US$ 271.7 million in counterpart contributions* Together

with assistance totalling US$ 20.2 million to 28 pre-investment projects

completed before 1 January 1967j cumulative Special Fund assistance to

Africa amounted to US$ 230,8 million by the end of 1966.J*' By comparison,

Special Fund assistance to Africa five years ago, limited to 35 projects,

amounted to US$ 27 million.

8. Under the 1967-68 biennial programme of technical assistance, the

African region will receive US$ 40.1 million in UNDP support. Of this,

US$ 36.3 million are earmarked for national projects, and US$ 3.8 million

f»r regional projeots, i.e. for projects involving the partnership and

00—operation of two or more African countries* Under the 1965-66 biennial

programme, the African region was provided US$ 35*8 million.

9. Projects in agriculture account for about US$ 85 million, or 34 Vei>

cant of the assistance being furnished to Africa under the Special Fund

and Technical Assistance components of the UMP. Industry claims some

US$ 47 million, or 19 per cent. Projects aimed at facilitating the

l/ Pledges from other countries of the region are expected,

2/ See attached Table 1 for numbers and cost of UTOP projects in each
oountry in Africa.

2/ The Administrator of the UNBP has recommended for Governing Council

approval in January 1967 assistance totalling US$ 28,669,200 for 26
new pre-investment projects in Africa which are expected to oost

63,901,200.

V
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development of infrastructure facilities, such as public utilities, trans

port and communications, receive US$32 million, or 13 per cent. The

remainder, amounting to about US$86 million, is distributed mainly between

education and public administration,^

10. Indicative of the different though complementary nature of th» activities

of the Special Fund and Technical Assistance components of the UKDP is the

variation in the relative amounts of assistance being provided by them to

the various sectors of the national economies in the region. Fifty-six

per cant of Special Fund assistance is for projects in agriculture and

industry, while technical assistance projects in these sectors account

for less than 40- per cent of the total Technioal Assistance allocation.

On the other hand, projects in health and education account for almost

28 per cent of. the 1967-68 programme of Technical Assistance in tho rsgion
while tbey,account for only 18 per cent of Special Fund assistance.

Categories' of UMDP Assistance to African Countries

11, UHJP-assisted projects in Africa may be grouped into the following

broad categories:

12• Sesouroe Surveys and Feasibility Studio - Currently, there ar« 72

major pre-investment studies through which the Programme assists th© coun

tries of the region in charting agricultural and natural resources, testing

soils;" surveying power, transport and communications needs and possibilities)

and studying technical and financial implications of development programmes

and projects in all these areas.

13- Illustrative of this type of work, studies are taking place within

the over-all frame of the Chad Basin development. The first one to b«

approved was a study of all available data on water resources, including

groundwater, of the Chad Basin, one of Africa's least developed areas.

UHDP assistance started late in 1966 and is expected to give the basis

for further development of agriculture, cattle-raising and fishing. Th©

project is receiving US$369,100 from the UKDP and the equivalent of

US$99,000 from the Governments of Cameroon; Chad, Niger and Nigeria which,

1/ See attached Table 2 for numbers and cost of UUDP projects in each
economic sector.
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as members of the Chad Basin Commission, are oo-operating in the survey.

UNESCO is the executing agency for the project,

14. A related project in the same complex of development deals with

flood oontrol of the Lagone River. Started at an earlier stage, it has

already gathered and centralized data essential for further development

and decisions on investment. Another project assisted by the UUDP and

exeouted by FAO is providing training to African technicians in water

exploitation and utilization, in addition to carrying out detailed investi

gations of the most economic way of tapping and distributing available

water in the Chad Basin.

15. These projects are but part of a whole programme through which the

UITDP is assisting- African nations develop the resources of their lakes

and rivers. No fewer than 19 African nations are co-operating in 11

regional projects in water resources development* These include projects

for the integrated development of the Mono and Senegal Rivers, fisheries. ...

research on Lakes Kariba and "Victoria, and hydrome-fceorological survey in

the catchments of Lakes Victoria, Kioga and Albert,

16. Another example is a OTDP-assisted project under which two investi

gations calculated to have a far-reaching effect on the future exploita

tion of Algeria's rich resources of natural gas and petroleum were begun

in 1966. 'The first investigation is concerned with examining the economic

and technical feasibility of transporting natural gas by'submarine pipe

line from Algeria to Europe„ The other will study the possibilities of

promoting petro-chemical and fertilizer industries. This project is

being executed by the United Nations* Resulting from some of the initial

investigations under the project, the Government has approached UHDP

for detailed studies for establishing a cold storage chain utilizing

natural gas*

17. Eleven feasibility studies assisted by the UNDP, costing a total of

US$12,8"million, have already brought forward some US$626 million in

capital investment in the region for development projeots in agriculture,

manufacturing, power and transport. This represents 57 per cent of the ■

total of US$1,091 million reoommended by these studies for phased in

vestment in development sohemeso - -
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18. For example, following a soil survey project in the United Ara"fc ■

Republic assisted by the IXHDP, the Government of the country is making

an investment estimated at the equivalent of US$239 million in the

reclamation of 200,000 feddan land in Tahrir Province. As part of this

investment, the USSR has agreed to provide a loan of US$69 million in

farm equipment and machinery. The soil survey project revealed that the

reclamation of a total of 850,000 acres would be possible when additional

water becomes available from the High Earn; the Government has announced

a programme to reclaim all this land during its Seoond Five—Tear Develop

ment; Plan,

19• Applied Research, Technological and Advisory Service Institutes -

Twenty—nine pre-investment projects under implementation fall within thi4s

category, helping the countries of the region develop new and locally '

suitable ways of bringing modern science and technology to bear on their

own growth needs, and providing research and advisory services in regard

to development. With UJTDP assistance, these institutes and centres are

developing effective new methods for farming, fishing, forestry, raanufaotur-

ing and the use of local raw materials? and providing a variety of advisory

services,

20. For example, in the 6udan a OlTOP-assisted Hides, Skin and Leather

Development and Training Project has successfully developed a new tanin

known as "Garadtan"s Made from garad ^eeds locally available, this tanning

agent is expected to help the Sudan's foreign exchange situation by partially

replacing imports and possibly also by winning acceptance in foreign markets,

21. In Tanzania, an Industrial Studies and Development Centre, established

with UNDP assistance in 1965? an(^ under execution by the United Nations has

already provided advice to the Government on a large number of questions

involving industrial policy and organization. It has also undertaken

feasibility studies on the establishment of new industries and advised

a wide variety of existing industries on the improvement of their projects

and processes. In some cases this assistance has led to additional invest

ment in import substitution industries and to significant improvements in

the export prospects of important products*
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22, Centres for Technical Education and Training - The Special Fund

component of the Programme is currently helping to establish or strengthen,

with expert personnel and equipment, 93 centres for technical education

and training, including: 9 engineering colleges, 4 middle-level "poly

technic" sohools, 23 secondary school-teacher training colleges, 17 indus

trial instructor and management training centres, and 4 public administra

tion schools. Through these institutions, more than 22,000 men and women

Of the region have already been or are being equipped with vitally needed

productive skills - and this number will increase many fold over the next

decade•

23, The IMDP is assisting, with UNESCO as executing agency, the Faculty

ef Engineering at the University College and the Polytechnic Institute in

Kenya. The projeot at the Faculty of Engineering aims at training profes

sional engineers to meet the needs of East Africa in industry, construction

and research. In the almost four years since the project -became operational,

the annual enrolment of first-year students has risen from 50 in 1963 to

120 in 1966. In this last year, 37 students graduated with the degree

ef B.So(Engineering) in Civil, Mechanical or Electrical Engineering of

the University of East Africa. By 1967 the project will be expanded to

•over also the field of Public Health Engineering.

24. Similarly, over 300 public administration personnel from Ghana and

other African countries have attended courses vital to the suooess of

their development plans at Accra's Institute of Publio Administration.

UHDP assistance to the Institute was completed in Deoember 1966 and the

projeot has now been formally handed over to the Government. In addition

to its regular courses, the Institute is also carrying out research into

the problems of administration in a developing society, organizing human

relations workshops, servicing requests from Governments and private

authorities, and publishing"research papers and books in the field of

publio administration.

25. Advisory and Consultant Services - Serving in 189 projects supported

by the Technical Assistance component of the Programme, international experts

will be at work in 1967 and 1968 in government agencies in Africa to help
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formulate development plans and administrative regulations, draft legisla

tion, develop fiscal polioies and community service programmes, and advise

on hundreds of technical problems that may range from the "best place to

v install a lighthouse to the "best -way of reinforcing an irrigation canal.

26« gellovships - While most projects in the above categories include

* provision for fellowships, such awards are also granted to non-project

personnel for advanced training abroad. Recipients are usually men and

women who already hold key jobs in government and in other eeotora of the

economy. Under the Teohnical Assistance component of the Programme, funds

for 1,685 fellowships, averaging five months each, have been provided for

African nationals during 1967-68. This is at approximately the same level

as in the 1965-66 biennium.

27m Seminars and Meetings - The UHDP also helps finance national, regional

and inter-regional meetings of specialists on speoific development problems,

as well as special training courses and study t.ours designed to facilitate

the exchange of ideas, information and techniques between nations. Forty-

nine such seminars, meetings and special courses are scheduled to be held

in Africa during 1967-68, compared to 40 during the previous biennium.
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