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I.

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION

1.
The second meeting of the Advisory Board on Population, Agriculture and
Environment was held in the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, from 24 to 26 October 2000. The Meeting was formally opened by Ms. P.K.

Makinwa-Adebusoye, Director of Food Security and Sustainable Development Division of
the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).
2.
The meeting was attended by members of the Advisory Board, as well as the staff of
the Food Security and Sustainable Development Division (FSSDD). The list of participants
is provided in Annex 1.

II.

ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS
A.

Opening of the Meeting

3.
In her opening statement, Ms. Makinwa-Adebusoye, welcomed the members of the
Advisory Board on behalf of Dr. K.Y. Amoako, the Under-Secretary-General and Executive

Secretary of ECA. She expressed her appreciation for their continuous commitment to
assisting ECA in its endeavors to promote rapid social and economic development in
Africa. She then specially thanked those members attending the meeting for the first time
for accepting to bring their expertise to bear on the work of ECA.

4.

She observed that Africa enters the 21st Century with immense, multidimensional

development challenges. Average income is lower than it was in the 1960s; and it is

estimated that some 300 million Africans (almost 50 percent of the region's population)
have to live on barely $0.65 a day (in purchasing power parity terms), and this number is
growing relentlessly. In fact, Africa is the only continent where the absolute number of the
poor and undernourished within the population will continue to grow for the next decade.
Although the rural poor account for 80 per cent of the total poor, urban poverty is also
substantial, and appears to be on the increase.
5.
She pointed out the fact that poverty is a major cause of environmental degradation.
Poor rural dwellers are driven to exert greater pressure on land and other natural resources
in their effort to eke out subsistence living. In time, environmental degradation can, and
does contribute to the persistence of high fertility rates. Lacking most other resources, the
poor largely depend on child labor to increase productivity. Emphasis should, therefore, be
placed on finding imaginative solutions to breaking a vicious circle of poverty that these
population - environment - agriculture linkages have tended to create.
6.
She also said that it is indeed a sad fact that many development problems have now
become largely confined to Africa. Among these are a lagging demographic transition, very
low agricultural productivity, endemic diseases notably malaria and HIV/AIDS, unequal
distribution of incomes, and unequal access to essential services. In addition, one African in
five lives in countries with economies that have been severely disrupted by conflicts with
attendant increases in the number of refugees and displaced persons.
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7.
She pointed out that it is a well-known fact that all the UN Conferences and
Summits of the 1990s have highlighted the elimination of poverty as the overriding
objective of economic and social development.
In this regard, she said, the African
situation is daunting. It is estimated that to reach the International Development Goal of
reducing by half the incidence of severe poverty by 2015, Africa will require an annual
economic growth rate of 7 percent or more. The annual rate of population growth will also
need to be substantially reduced. Hence, Africa's development strategies should focus not
only on economic growth, but also on improvement of overall well being which involves, in

particular, investment in education and health services with special attention to the rural
poor.

8.
She then recalled that at the first meeting of the Advisory Board, some of these
developmental issues were tabled for review including the Division's programmes and an
advocacy tool created to promote holistic development planning. The ECA, she said,
through FSSDD's programmes seeks to promote incorporation of population and
environment concerns into national
development in its member States.
9.

plans

to

ensure

food

security

and

sustainable

The Director concluded by expressing her appreciation to all members of the

Advisory Board for honoring the Commission's invitation and supporting ECA's work in
promoting food security and sustainable development in African countries.

8.

Organizational matters

10.
The Chairman requested members of the Board to introduce themselves after which
he called for nominations for the post of Rapporteur.
Professor Oniang'o was elected by consensus.
(i)

(ii)

11.

Election of Officers
Chairperson:

Professor George Benneh

Rapporteur:

Professor Ruth Oniang'o

Adoption of the Agenda and Programme of Work

The Meeting adopted the Agenda and Programme of Work as in Annex 2 and 3

respectively.

ECA/FSSDD/AB/PAE/00/13
Page 3

C.

Proceedings of the Meeting

Report on FSSDD's activities since the First Meeting

12.
The Secretariat presented a report on the activities of the FSSD Division since the
last meeting of the Advisory Board on Population, Agriculture and Environment. He noted
that the Division had:

(i)
(ii)

produced or initiated work on several policy reports;
established websites and networks;

(iii)
(iv)

organized meetings, workshops and seminars;
collaborated with other partners (UN agencies, regional and subregional and international organizations;

(v)
(vi)

mounted missions to member countries to attend meetings, and;
provide advice on request to member states, etc.

13.
In its activities to follow-up on UNCED, the Division had organized two meetings
which were (i) the Regional Consultative Meeting on Sustainable Development in Africa
organized in Cote d'lvoire from 7 to 9 September 1999 and (ii) the High Level Stakeholders
Workshop on Sustainable Development held in Ethiopia from 17 to 19 January 2000.
14.
The objectives of the Regional consultative Meeting on Sustainable Development in
Africa first meeting were to explore ways and means of strengthening CSD - Regional National links and the role of regional and subregional institutions; to exchange national
experiences in the implementation of national sustainable development strategies; to
identify areas for further subregional cooperation based on expertise developed through
such experiences and taking into account past regional initiatives; and to strengthen the role
of civil society groups in the regional cooperation. The meeting proposed specific ways to
strengthen cooperation in the African region. It also recommended that a regional
preparatory meeting for Earth Summit+10 should be convened in Africa before the year
2002 to assess the regional implementation of the Agenda and to coordinate the position of
the African region for the 10-year review of UNCED. In this regard, the OAU, ECA,

UNEP/ROA, ADB and other appropriate regional institutions were requested to cooperate
in undertaking a comprehensive assessment of national implementation of Agenda 21 in the
African region.

15.
The High Level Stakeholders Workshop on Sustainable Development was convened
to set up a preparatory process for the review of the implementation of Agenda 21 in Africa.

The meeting considered a possible agenda for the planned comprehensive review of Agenda
21 in 2002 and modalities and means to undertake Africa's preparation for that purpose

including a possible regional preparatory meeting in 2001. The meeting established also an
African Forum for Earth Summit II to guide, spearhead and support the overall preparatory
process, an Expanded Joint Secretariat of the African Forum on Earth Summit II was
established consisting of the ECA, UNEP, OAU and ADB. It requested the subregional
economic entities to provide secretariat support and services for the work of the Forum and
the preparatory process for Earth Summit II.
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16.

In the follow-up of the ICPD and DND plan of actions and as a build-up to the

Fourth General Assembly Meeting of the African Population Commission (APC.4) which
will be organized in Tunis in May 2001.

March 2000 in Tunis.

The Bureau of the Commission met from 22-25

The Bureau reviewed, among others, the administrative and

substantive preparatory activities for the General Assembly Meeting. It decided that the
following four priority thematic areas will be covered by APC.4: HIV/AIDS, Advocacy,
Youth, and South/South Cooperation. An OAU/ECA/UNFPA Task Force that had been set
up by the Bureau proposed the following as the theme for APC.4: "Mobilizing Political
Commitment for National Actions to Address Critical Population Issues on HIV/AIDS,
Youths and Migrations."

17.

The Second meeting of the Working Group for the follow-up to the Dakar/Ngor

declaration (DND) and the ICPD-PA, met in Dakar, Senegal, from 14-16 June 2000. The
meeting reviewed the main findings and recommendations of the ICPD+5 review process

and made proposals for the administrative and substantive preparations for the ten-year
(ICPD+10). The meeting also decided that the ten-year review process in the

review

African region will focus on the following five main thematic areas: i) Poverty; ii)
HIV/AIDS; iii) Youth; iv) Migrations; and v) Gender.
18.

The Division organized also the First Meeting of the Committee on Natural

Resources and Science and Technology (CNRST 1) from 15 to 18 November 1999 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. The Committee is one of the new organs established in April 1996 by the
Conference

of

African

Ministers

responsible

for

Economic

Planning

and

Social

Development and Planning to deal with overall development issues facing the continent.
The terms of reference of the CNRST 1 were the: i) promotion of measures to facilitate
cooperation among African countries in the areas of natural resources, science and

technology, ii) provision of a forum for exchange of information and sharing of
experiences; and the iii) assistance to the ECA in the formulation of programmes for the
development

and application of science

and technology.

In particular, the meeting

undertook an in-depth analysis of the emerging issues on natural resources for science and
technology development in member States and made related policy recommendations on
these issues. It also provided guidance to the work of ECA by reviewing the Division's

programme of work and priorities.

19.

The Division continued also its work on the improvement of the PEDA model.

Thus, the Division has developed the model for Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Madagascar,
Mali, Uganda and Zambia (using internationally available data). The model structure and
assumptions of the prototypes have been tested extensively by African and international

scientists and professionals and a shell has been developed to make the software
independent from the data. A users' manual, a technical manual and

some advocacy

booklets will accompany the first official release of the model to support the ECA's mission
of awareness creation on the nexus issues. Moreover, three staff of FSSDD participated in a
one-month intensive training course to get acquainted with the technical specifications of
the model. By the end of this training, the staff members had initialised the model for three

additional African countries and are now in a position to give the required technical support
to sub-regional and national institutions wanting to apply the model to a particular country.
Future plans for the model will be discussed during the meeting.
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20.
The Division has also developed the ESTNET, which stands for ECA Science and
Technology Network. The ESTNET is a web-based, virtual resource center and policy
research network dedicated specifically to enhancing African science and technology policy
capacity. It is a tool for the African science and technology community to access and share

information via the Internet (see www.uneca.org/ESTNET). It is also a catalytic initiative to
kick-start networking of African science and technology policymakers and institutions. The
overarching goal of the ESTNET project is thus to help build capacity for African countries'
active collaboration as well as for their sound and effective policy decisions in science and
technology area. To this end, ESTNET aims at providing a virtual space, where African
science and technology policymakers and institutions can network, dynamically access and
share relevant information in a timely manner. During the meeting, the division will make a
short presentation on the network and also organize for demonstration.
21.
The Division has also tried to finalize the FSSDD Issues Paper titled "Population,
Environment, Agriculture Linkages in Africa's Food Security and Sustainable
Development." The general objectives of the paper are (i) to identify the challenges related
to the management of the nexus issues (agriculture, population, and environment) and the
need to propose strategies to help in addressing them and (ii) to outline the comparative
advantage of ECA/FSSDD in facilitating change in these issues in member States. The
paper thus provides a platform from which the Commission and FSSDD will launch the
necessary advocacy and technical delivery services that will be important inputs to the
process of change in the region. The paper will be discussed during the present Advisory
Board meeting.

22.
The Division is also working on other publications among which are an FSSDD
brochure titled "Addressing Africa's Urgent Nexus: Food, Population and Environment."
This publication carries information and news on the Division and the information includes
the Division's vision and mandate, its organization and some of its activities during the
year. The Division has also published a second issue of the "Africa's Population and
Development Bulletin." The Bulletin aims to encourage the exchange of experiences among
African countries in the implementation of the 1992 Dakar/Ngor Declaration (DND) and the
Plan of Action that emanated from the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD/PA). The Bulletin also provides a platform for discussing research
results, policy initiatives, policy outcomes and activities at the grassroots level. The second
issue covers ICPD-related events and the issue of HIV/AIDS in Africa. It also contains
some research notes, a data corner and a focus on UNFPA/CSTs, etc.

23.
In the ensuing discussions, some members of the Advisory Board requested a few
clarifications on the Board itself, the members who were not present, whether or not advice
provided is taken into account and how to ensure continuity between meetings. It was noted
that 3 members of the Board (namely Prof. F. Idachaba, Prof. W. Mwangi and Dr. A.
Escudero) had to attend the meeting of the Governing Board of the CGIAR in Washington

DC. Mr. Hassan could not attend the meeting because of elections related insecurity in Cote
dTvoire which kept borders closed while Prof. Abiodun O. Falusi could not get his ticket on
time but would be joining the meeting most likely the next day. Two members had
withdrawn from the Board, namely Dr. G. Delgado who had added responsibilities by his
employer and thus could no longer attend the Board meetings and had requested to be
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allowed to withdraw from the Board, and Dr. K. Tutu who had now joined the FSSDD as a
staff member.
24.

It

was

also

underscored

that

recently

all

staff members

of the

Division

acknowledged that the Advisory Board was useful and should be continued. The Advisory
Board provides the needed expertise and field experience to the Division, advises on longterm strategic issues, advises on ways to reach member States, and also reviews regularly

the Division's outputs and activities. In order to enhance the impact of the Division, it was
suggested that the ECA look into how it can bring in outside experts to work on specific
issues for one or two months and conversely the ECA can spend a month or so, at other
institutions; the benefits on botli sides would be invaluable.

It was also suggested that in

order to ensure continuity between the once yearly Advisory Board Meetings, the Division

should try to keep in touch with Board members on specific issues of concern Board
members should likewise pro-actively try to keep in touch with the Division at any time
through electronic mail, by asking questions or seeking specific information.
25.

A Board Member requested a clarification on the outcome of the workshop on

Women's Reproductive Health and Food Security, which was also missing from the Report
of Activities. It was noted that the results and recommendation from the Workshop will be

presented in a subsequent session and the final report of the workshop distributed. The
FSSDD was not successful in securing funds to move forward with the recommendations of
the Workshop. However, the FSSDD is still in contact with two possible funding agencies;
it is hopeful that next year will see some positive results.
26.

The Advisory Board meeting recommended that the Division should make sure that

all activities of the Division are related to the achievement of nexus objectives. It was also
recommended that the ECA can disseminate its work by establishing appropriate focal point

at country level.

It was noted that where relevant institutions exist within countries or

regions, these could be used instead of establishing new institutions.
Documents for Review and Comments
27.

The Secretariat presented six documents for review and comments:

(i)

Population, Environment and Agriculture Linkages in Africa's Food

(ii)

Africa: population, agriculture and environment indicators

Security and Sustainable Development

(iii)

Sample 'Best Practices in the Management of Nexus Issues in Africa

(iv)

Africa's food situation outlook

(v)

Africa's population and development bulletin

(vi)

The state of the demographic transition

(vii)

The state of the environment in Africa

(viii)

Linkages between Research and Agro-Industry
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Population, Environment and Agriculture Linkages in Africa's Food Security and
Sustainable Development

28.

Following the presentations of the report on the Board made the following

comments:

(i)

The document is a very good piece of work that needs to be finalized
soon.

It will never be perfect and will not satisfy everybody; it should

therefore go for publication in the shortest time possible, following
suggested amendments;

(ii)

The revised document represents a great improvement over the previous
version;

(iii)

A concept note or paper would be useful for the institutional memory of
the document;

(iv)

The document can no longer be referred to as an Issues Paper for it goes
well beyond that in its content;

(v)

What is missing is the way-forward in terms of actions to be undertaken

and solutions to be implemented in the area of the nexus. A chapter on
operational activities would be useful;
(vi)

The target audience needs to be defined more precisely;

(vii)

The whole issue of external threats and their negative impact on
agriculture and other areas, need to be integrated in the nexus of issues.
In this respect some models simulating the impacts of trade agreements
on agriculture (WTO) could be useful;

(viii)

There is a need to better identify the gap that needs to be filled by the
document; what is the niche of FSSDD;

(ix)

The guiding principles underlying the document need to be made more
explicit;

(x)

There is a need to assess the policies of the past that led to the present
food insecurity crisis.

(xi)

The document needs to go beyond the purely demographic aspects of
population to tackle the impact of HIV and other diseases, such as
malaria, tuberculosis, on agriculture and on food security;

(xii)

The document needs to highlight the fact that Africa is very diverse and
that issues and problems vary from country to country or one ecological
zone to another. The document must reflect this immense diversity, from
situations and richness;
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(xiii)

The document needs to reflect the fact that many countries have set up
mechanisms, such as Interministerial Committees, to deal with the nexus

issues.

A section in the document that others, especially governments

and NGOs are already doing so much is important;

(xiv)

Member States are now looking at what they must do to deal with the
nexus issues, that is they want to go beyond awareness and understanding

of the linkages. What advice can be given to them? Is it possible for the

document to address this? and
(xv)

The document must be better linked to PEDA, after all it was developed
to market and promote PEDA.

29.

Members of the Board expressed their willingness to contribute to the finalization of

document in the weeks ahead and ensure its completion in the shortest time possible. All
members of the Division were again, commended for the tremendous effort that has brought
the document to its present state.

Africa:

Demographic, Environmental and Agricultural Indicators, Year
2000

30.

The Secretariat introduced the above-mentioned document.

It was also noted that,

because of resource constraints, the output will use data from secondary sources including

other international or regional institutions, and from DISD/ECA as well. As far as the annex
is concerned, the Secretariat noted that it was intended to give an added value to the

publication and to mainstream data collection activities at the national level in line with
PEDA-related activities.
31.

Members of the Board noted that since the publication would utilize secondary data

from source, ECA should ensure that there was no overlapping with other documents
providing similar data and try, as much as possible, to avoid duplication. They also advised
ECA to provide statistics on nutritional status of children and adults (Body mass Index).

32.

The objective of this paper is to analyse the recent trends in food production, trade,

and food supply to find out whether the continent is living up to the promise made at the
World Food Summit.

In order to achieve this objective, the paper will examine the

following trends over the last five years: total and per capita food production, food trade
(import/export), food imports as per cent of total agricultural exports, and food supply
(daily calories intake per capita). The paper will also provide some highlights on the food
and nutritional situation of the continent.
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Sample 'Best Practices in the Management of Nexus Issues in Africa'

33.
The Secretariat introduced the document of Best practices in the managements of
nexus issues in Africa. Members of the Board noted that some of the samples of 'Best
Practices" were not directly related to the nexus issues. They also noted that a clear
definition of 'Best Practices' is needed. They drew the attention to the fact that the 'Best
Practices' can have both negative or undesirable side effects, and that these need to be taken
into account when selecting a practice as a 'Best Practice". It was noted that the importance
of a 'Best Practice' in Asia may not be a Best Practice in Africa.
Africa's Population and Development Bulletin document

34.
The Secretariat introduced the "Africa's Population and Development Bulletin"
aimed to encourage the exchange of experiences among African countries in the
implementation of the 1992 Dakar/Ngor Declaration (DND), and the 1994 ICPD Plan of
Action. The information in the Bulletin provides also a platform to discuss research results,
policy initiatives, policy outcomes, and activities at the grassroots level.

35.
This year 2000 issue is the second of the Africa's Population and Development
Bulletin (the first issue was in 1999). The two issues have been published with the support
of the UNFPA. The Bulletin is produced in English and in French, and is widely
disseminated among planners, policy makers, universities and researchers, NGOs,
international organizations and the public at large. The first issue is also available on
Internet

36.
The general topics of the Bulletin are recurrent and include: i) ICPD-related events,
ii) HIV/AIDS in Africa, iii) a Data Corner, iv) focus on UNFPA-CSTs, v) the work of an
NGO, vi) research notes, and vii) news, etc.

37.
The Board observed that future issue of the Bulletin should cover all issues of the
nexus and not limited to population issues only. An editorial board may be established to

improve its standard.

Outline of the Study of the State of the Environment in Africa

38.

In presenting the outline of the study of the State of the Environment in Africa, a

representative of the Secretariat highlighted the context in which this study will be

undertaken and the objectives. He noted that the study will be undertaken in collaboration
with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

39.
Members of the Board congratulated ECA for the work done in the area of the nexus
and food security and sustainable development.
They recommended effective
dissemination of these outputs so that the ECA can be respected and appreciated for its

original work in these areas.
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40.

A PowerPoint presentation on ESTNET was made by a number of the Secretariat

ESTNET. It stands for ECA Science and Technology Network, which was developed to
facilitate networking and partnering among the African and global science and technology
policy community. It is a virtual framework for accessing and exchanging relevant
information, for dialoguing and sharing knowledge, for collaborating on S&T policies,
strategies, initiatives and projects and for building capacity in the area of food security and
sustainable development.
41.

As for the rationale, ESTNET is explained as a necessary project, because relevant,

timely, accurate and up-to-date information is needed for effective policy formulation and
implementation in an increasingly complex and information-intensive global economy. It is
needed also because building coalitions of resources and joining forces in S&T are required
to meet the numerous and monumental development challenges facing the African region.
42.

With regard to the development history and work done to date, it was explained

that ESTNET was initiated in 1998 by an Expert Group convened by ECA. Since then,

several development and promotion activities have been carried out under the guidance of
and with the assistance of a Steering Committee.

Thus far, over 1000 links have been

programmed for easy access to relevant various S&T information and policy resources. The
presentation was followed by a hand-on demonstration of the site.
43.

The Board members commended FSSDD on the highly exciting ESTNET project,

which hold a great deal of promise to become a very useful project to ECA member States.
They also

strongly encouraged its further development,

since it

is a cost-effective

mechanism to reach out to the member States in science and technology policy area. Some
Board members also offered their active help in popularizing the ESTNET website in their
own countries.

PEDA Presentations

44.

The presentation started by pointing out that the UNECA through the FSSDD has a

long-term vision focused on "The reduction of poverty and the attainment of food security".
This vision is pursued through a mission targeted at two areas:

i)

Addressing Africa's Urgent Nexus Issues (Population, Environment and
Agriculture); and

ii)

Building Africa's capacity for Science and Technology.
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45.

The advocacy process is pursued through:

i)

Analytical Studies on the Nexus Issues to give a clear understanding of
the interrelationships and to provide a platform from which to set off the
advocacy process;
Development of the PEDA Model as an advocacy tool;
Publication of a variety of advocacy booklets; and
Utilization of information communication technology (ICT) for
harnessing and disseminating information.

ii)
iii)
iv)

46.

The PEDA model was presented as:

iv)

An interactive computer model demonstrating the impact of
policies on food security;

v)

A scientific model for demonstrating interactions between
population, the environment, development and agriculture,
and

vi)

A population based model (distinguishing eight different
population sub-groups by rural/urban residence, literacy
status and food security status, and by age and sex).

47.

For Botswana, the following scenarios were run using PEDA:

Scenario 1:

Reduction of HIV Prevalence Rates from 40% in 1991 to 5% in
2020

All other rates held constant as in the baseline (Basel) scenario

Scenario 2:

•

Reduction of HIV Prevalence Rates from 40% in 1991 to 5% in
2020

48.

•
•

Increased enrolment rates to 75% for both sexes
Increased fertilizer use by 3%

•

Increased the use of machinery by 2%

•

All other rates held constant as in the baseline (Basel) scenario

It was a multi-disciplinary policy mix produces more positive results than any

sectoral policy.
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49.

Three PEDA advocacy booklets were also presented: one with reference to
Cameroon, one with reference to Burkina Faso and one general advocacy booklet
addressing potential policy questions and answers. Most of these advocacy booklets were
still in draft format as the Division had concentrated on developing the model and the
manuals.

50.
The Board proposed not using scenarios with long projection periods for advocacy
purposes and with respect to the policy questions and answers, the suggestion was made to
use relatively general instead of country specific questions.
51.
The following sample question and answers were presented for discussion and
guidance by a member of the Secretariat.
?Questions?

What will be the effect on the TFR if the educational enrollment rates for girls would be
brought up to 75%?

Does a decrease in fertility rates influences agricultural production?
To what extent does increased education of the population affect the environment and
land degradation?
How much more food will country 'x' have to import in five years under assumption a,

b & c to eliminate food insecurity?

?Questions?

How will the food security situation be affected, if the government took measures to

increase fertilizer and machinery use in agriculture by 3% a year?
By how much do fertility rates have to decline in order to stabilize the amount of food

insecure people in country x (all other factors remaining constant)?
By how much will agriculture production decrease if HIV/AIDS prevalence rates would
grow from 5 to 20% in country 'y'?

?Answers?

The format

2 answers:

•

1st concise, direct answer to the question

•

2nd elaborated with details on the projections
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? Ex ample?

Q: What will be the impact on the food security situation in country x in 2050 if the
educational enrollment rates would immediately be increased from 35 to 75% for both
sexes?

?Answers?

A: (I")
The nature ofthe interactions

Literate farmers tend to be more productive then non-literate farmers, literate
women usually have less children, and literate people do not deplete natural resources to
the same extent as illiterate people. In the long run, increasing literacy means preserving
natural resources, increasing agricultural production and impact on the food security
situation in the country.

Concrete answer to the question

Our projections indicate that in country x, the suggested effort to increase education

would reduce the food insecurity by 28% by 2050 as compared to a constant rates scenario.
However, efforts in raising the literacy rate of the country alone will not be enough to
combat food insecurity: even a steep increase in the literacy rate will not lead to decreasing
number offood insecure people. It is estimated (under the condition that all other factors
remain constant) that the total number offood insecure will be 7.5 times higher in 2050
than in 1996.

?Answers?

A (2nd)
Under the constant rates scenario the total food insecure population will be
modified by a factor 10. If urban and rural educational enrollment rates would be brought
up to 75% (from approximately 30% for rural areas and 45% for urban areas), the total
amount offood insecure people would increase to a level that is equal to multiplication by a
factor 7.5.

As mentioned before, the amount offood insecure people will drastically increase
give the assumptions in the content rates scenario. Also serious efforts in the educational
sector alone will not solve the problem offood insecurity in the country.
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PEDA: Future Plans
52.

The primary purpose of PEDA is awareness creation and advocacy on population,

environment and agriculture in an integrated manner. Since the data so far used is from
international sources, there is a need to improve the input information by harnessing
empirical data from country levels.
53.

The future plans on the model will include:
vii)

Organization of sub-regional training workshops (to give participants a

clear view of the structure of the model and the requirements for
initiating the model to new countries);
viii)

Improvement of empirical data for country specific applications (by
setting-up research teams, identifying priority areas for data, preparing
in-depth country studies; and organizing national workshops); and

ix)

Production and dissemination of PEDA related materials (such as Users
Manual, Technical Manual, Advocacy Booklets and a scientific book on

PEDA country studies) in both French and English.

54.

Concerning the PEDA model, the Board expressed its appreciation to the Division

for the progress made in developing the PEDA model.

It recognised the value added by

PEDA to the need for integrating nexus issues in the planning and decision-making process
as it relates particularly to food security.

The Board felt that it is now time to take the

"PEDA Advocacy model" to the field for popularisation.
55.

The Board expressed the need to further improve the PEDA Advocacy model to

enhance its effectiveness in the advocacy work of the Division.

It also supported the

Division's plans to explore opportunities for developing additional tools to improve the
analysis and management of the nexus issues but cautioned that these should continue to be
simple and inexpensive. In this regard the Board recommended that the Division:

i.

Looks at the PEDA Advocacy Model as the first necessary step in a broad
framework to sensitise policy and decision makers in the Member-states and
assist them in analysing and managing the nexus issues;

ii.

Makes effort to validate the model;

iii.

Improves the data base;

iv.

Develops the capacity of the users to design their own scenarios;

v.

vi.

Uses scenarios with short-to-iong-term projection periods;

Develops more general Q and A including questions about what would
happen if certain desirable policies are not followed;

vii.

Apart from the traditional method of "Training the Trainers", explores other
avenues for disseminating the model including through partnership with
public and private institutions, civil society organisations, African regional

integration institutions, and by way of post-doctoral fellowships and distance
learning;
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viii.

Adds other analytical tools/models to its kit to further develop the analytical
capacity in analysing and managing nexus issues; and

ix.

Ensure that the key components of the nexus are adequately captured in the
PEDA Advocacy Model as well as in any other models that may be
developed.

Session 5:

Key Issues in food security and sustainable development In Africa:
Work programme for 2002 - 2003 Biennium

56.
The Board commended the Division for the presentation of the Work Programme
which put it in its proper context in terms of the ECA's vision, goals an objectives, and
noted that the draft work programme is a further step towards a multidisciplinary approach
to and focus on the nexus issues.

57.

The Board recommendation to:

i)

Provide a periodic update on the activities of the division;

ii)

Prioritise the activities in the work programme taking into account the
financial and human resources of the sub-programme;

iii)

Provide information on the human resources profile and proposed budget
of the sub-programme to enable the Board make meaningful contribution;

iv)

Include activities related to staff development in the division;

v)

Mainstream emerging issues of global importance, gender and governance,
for example, in their work programme;

vi)

Establish a permanent secretariat to service the Board to facilitate
interaction with Board members during the development, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the work programme; and

vii)

Review the team approach based along sectoral lines (population,
agriculture, environment and science and technology) to ensure greater
synergy between the various sectoral areas. Possible reorganization could
be along thematic lines (Food Security and Sustainable Development) or
along geographical lines (West Africa, Central Africa, Eastern and
Southern Africa, North Africa Desk.
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D.

Closure of the Meeting

58.
Concluding the Advisory Board meeting, the Chairman said that the meeting was a
best practice since it was a reflection of good interaction between Board members and staff
of the Division.
Many achievements were made during the meeting as a result of
commitment and enthusiasm of all participants.

59.
He expressed the expectations of the Board that the Division will keep contributing
to the development of Africa by carrying out its unique mandate. He also expressed thanks
to all participants, particularly to the Chief of the Division, for their special contribution to
bringing a new holistic approach to development among African leaders.
60.
The Chief of FSSDD closed the meeting by thanking members of the Advisory
Board and staff of the Division who collaborated and worked hard for the success of the
meeting.
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