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NOTE ON THE ORGANIZATIGON OF THE CONFEREWCE

The response to ‘the International Conference on "Africa: The Challenge
o§ Economic Recovery and Accelerated Development'”, both in terms of the number
éﬁd higﬁ.1§?e1 of-participants not only from Africa but also from outside Africa,
has been oyérwhelming{ There is no doubt that on the basis of this alone the

Conference can be expected to be a great success.

The resﬁdnée, in terms of rhe contribufion_ of papers to stimﬁlatgr the
deliberations of the Conference, hés equally been ‘tremendous. As of the date
of the prepavation of this Note, ECA had received 40 papers from all parts of
the world, a 1list of which is attached. An additiomal 30 papers are expected
to be received at Abuja during the Confercnce from African countries, regiomal

and international institutions and individual participants.

Given the large number of papers; all of which are extremely stimulating,
pertinent and useful, and given the need for the Conference to bg issqefapd
p6116y~oriented‘and pracﬁical rather than theoreticallor academié, these pépérs
wili not be formally preséntéd. The§ will serve as background documents during
all discussioms in both plenary sessions and group cncounters. This is because
the¢gonfgrencerhas been organized with a view to maximize the exchange of ideas
and éxperiegces ‘among, the large number of wminent. African and non-African
personalities who are coming together to help find solutions to the challenge
of Africa's : economic recovery and accelerated development. The pdrticipants
will seek solutions to this challenge ihdthé‘light of the experiences of
the past two years since the Heads of State and Covernment of Africa adopted
Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER, July 1985)
and in the lighfnéisb of the developments during the past twélve months which
have elapsed since the intcrnational community gathered together under the
auspices of the United Nations General Assembly at its 13th Special Session
in May/June 1986 and adopted by consensus the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery znd Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) on Ist
June 1986.
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On the whole, seven (7} substantive plenary sessions and four (4) group
discussion encounters have been planned. FEach session and encounter will focus

on specific issues deriving from the theme of the Conference.

- The Conference will be divided broadly into two parts. The first part,
covéring the first two days, will be devoted te a review and appraisal of the
responses of African ccuntries and the international community to the African
economic crisis and recovery programmes {APPER and UN-PAAERD). The second part
of the Conference, in the following two days, will be devoted to considering

the prospects for Africa's accelerated and long-term development.
In other words, the Programme of the Conference will be as follows:

Confarence Programme

Plenary Session- 1: Responses to the African Econom.¢ Crisis and Recovery

Programmes: A Global Review

Plenary Session 2: Responses to the African Economic Crisis and Recovery

Programmes: Natiomal, Sub-regional and Regional
Perspectives
Plenary Session 3: The African Economic Crisis and Recovery Programmes:

Responses by the Intermational Organizations and Community

Plenary ‘Sesgion 4 Historiecal, Socion-Cultural, Political, Scientific and
Technological Perspectives on Africa's Accelerated

and Long“téfm Development
Plenary Session 5: Structural Change and Long-term Development

Plenary Session 6: Economic Co-operation and Integration
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Plenary Session 7: A4 Critical Assessment of the Long-term Prospects in Co-

operation between Africa and the International Community

Group Discussions I and II: Evaluation of the Responses to the African Economic

Crisis and Recovery Programmes

Group Discussions IIl and IV: Prospects for Africa's Accelerated and Long-

term Development.

Two final plenary sessions will be devoted to considering the reports
from the various discussion groups with a view to coming up with a synthesis
of the deliberations and the adoption of summary conclusions in the form of

The Abuja Statement which will emanatz from the Conference.
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