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WORKING LANGUAGES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Admlnistratxve ‘and finendigl 1@2116atloh,‘of the proposal to use
Span;sh as a working language of the Econonlc Comm1551on for' Africa

. Statement submitted by the Executlve Secretarx in accordance with Rule
29 of-the rules of procedure of the Economlc Commlsslon for Africa

.1, By its Note Verbale No. 28/1/ECA dated 27 March 1972 addressed to the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for Afrzca, the Embassy of the Equatorial
Cuinea in Ethlopla requested the Executive Secretary to put before.the Executive
Committee the prcposal for adoptlng Spanlsh as a worklng language of the

Commlsslon.

2. The Executive Secretary wishes, therefore, to inform the Executive Committee
that the use of Spanish as a working language of the Commission would require the

‘provision of additional services by the secretariat.

3. Th the view of the Executive Secretary, the additional requirements would

_concernt

(a) Pranslation from and into Spanish of all ECA working papers and
" documents;

(b) Reproduction of all ECA working papers and documents in Spanish
insaddition to English and French; and - ' .

:;;(pj_mlnterpretatlon from and:_into: Spanish at all ECA conferences, meetings,
~_geminars, etc,. where’ formerly only 1nterpretatlon from and into English
and French were requlred.
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“i4e i On. the basis of actual conditions, thege requirements would necessitate
the following expenditure: '

.(a) Recurrent expenditure

(1) Recruitment on a permanent baéiS'Of?._ff- EEE TN 3:s,
5 Translators, 1 reviser _ . 184 000'”
niisepnt
6 Secretaries, typisis, proof-readers L 102 000
7 Reproductlon clerks o ) o ld,OOOF”
(11) Statlonery and reproductlon supplles 30,000
(111) Reorultment on o temporary basls of 2 or 4‘.‘
_ Spanish interpreters (depending on the - - -
. meetlng) for some 20 meetlngs held a year.' - 60,000

(b) 'Non-current e;pgnd1ture o

......

_ Spanléh keyboard typewrlters, addltlonal desks,"“'_f i
chalrs, ‘reprodiction machlnes, ety - e in e e 010,000

5 The total cost of the add1t10nal serv1ces requlred would be ‘US$400, 000
per yearo - o - - - L. e e e
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