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Administrative and financial implications of the proposal to use
Spanish as a working language of the Economic Commission for'Africa

Statement submitted by the Executive Secretary in accordance with Rule

29 of-the rules of procedure of the Economic Commission for' Africa

1.. By its Note Verbale No, 28/l/ECA dated 27 .March 1972 addressed to the

secretariat of the Economic Commission"^for Africa, the'Embassy of the Equatorial

Guinea'in Ethiopia requested the Executive Secretary to put. before^the Executive

Committee the proposal for adopting Spanish a3 a working language of the

Commission- >.....'

2. The Executive Secretary wishes, therefore, to inform the Executive Committee

that the use of Spanish ao a working language of the Commission would require the

provision of additional services by the secretariat.

3. In the. view of the Executive Secretary, the additional requirements would

concern:

(a) Translation from and into Spanish of all ECA working papers and

documents;

(b) Reproduction of all ECA working papers and documents in Spanish

■in addition to English ahd^French; and ■ ' -

, - (c;) .Interpretation..from and^intp^Spanish.at all; ECA.conferences, "meetings,

' . . :■_ seminars,;;etc._ where. fprmerly.;>nly.;interpretatiqn from_and_into English

and French were required.
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■4i'i..'0n: the basis of actual conditions, these requirements would necessitate

the following expenditure:

(a) Recurrent expenditure

(i) Recruitment on a permanent basis of:- .-■_;■ :: - , •. .■ »: -.• ;

5 Translators, 1 reviser . "\;: ■ ^ ,;,:l8^»^' :

6 Secretaries, typists, propf-readers . 102,000

7 Reproduction clerks . 14,000

■ (ii) Stationery and reproduction supplies 30,000

;.(iii) Recruitment on a temporary' "basis of 2 or 4,
Spanish interpreters (depending on the "•-■'

.. meeting) for some -20-meetings held a year. - 60,000.

(b)" ifori-KJurrent expenditure - - - - ■

....,._ gjj^jj^g^- keyboard'"typewriters>■ additional-

chairs, reproduction machineey-etc. ■ :■--

5» ..KThe total cost of the additional services required would be USS400,000

per year. .


