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INTRODUCTION

1. The primary obiective of a pojpulation census is to determine the
total number of inhabitants of a civen country. The population census
wthich is usually carried out according to the administrative divisions
of a country is the primary factor for demographic comparability
between two countries and a particularly convenient frame of reference
for the political and administrative authorities. Population census
data can be used for several purposes such as:

(a) Dividing a country in to adrinistrative regions;
(1)  Allocating elzctoral seats;

(c) Allocating subsidies;

(d) 3iting development projects:

{e) Planning towns and rural areas;

(£f) Determining social services.

2. All these uses shov the importance of the total population variable
and cer.sus organizers must spare no efforts to casure that they have
total population raturns that are as accurate as possible.

i FACTO AD DE JURE PGPULATION

3. The total vonulation of a siven country is usually divided into
two categories: .

(a) The de facto ponulation which comprises all the persons jresent
in the country at the reference time for the census enumeration,
all persons. are enumerated at the place where they are at
the census reference time;

(b) The de jure population wi.ich is the total of all usual residents
of the country.

4. The total population of a country may comprise either of the
twvo categories. '

5. Most African countries enumerated the de jure population in their
censuses. They however made provision for the classification of
population into different categories(residents present, residents absent,
visitors)and this enables them eventually to obtain the de facto
population. However, two of the countries whichk used the de facto
population aprroach did not provide any classification with resard

to the residence status of the ponulation enumerated. Two other countries
have attempted to cover the migrant population as a separate category

in the total population. '
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e It is not easy to completely enumerate the total population with-
out making omissions or counting double. It is, hovever, easier to
count the de facto population than the de jure pcpulation since the
former involves recordins only those present instead of enumerating the
porulation according to the residence status at a specific reference
time. 7To avoid double counting or omission a relatively short period

of time should be used since the movement of the population is the

main drawback of this option.

7. The de jure population is more difficult to count because the

concept of usual residence is difficult to define. slany doukts crop

up at the time of enumeration and scme categories might be

mistakenly included or excluded: absent individuals or households, nolypamists
and heads of several households. To define the concept of residence, all
countries use the lensth of time during~ which a perscn has staved in a

fiven place. A pericd of six monthe has nenerally bLeen used.

VARTIOUS POPULATION GEOUTS

2. Each of the popul-tion croups{de facto or de jure} is Jdivided

into several sub-groups some of which are narginal and are sonietimes very
difficult to count. Some proups such as armed forces and diplomatic
corps may be deliberately omitted and others such as nomads; pysmies,
fishermen and seamen are not easy to contact because of their way of
life.

9. Any description of the total population should specify tie
population ¢roups concerned. Countries do not alvays indicate the
various sroups that nake up the total porulation when thev publish the
census results.

1. The document entitled “Principles and “eccimendations for Topulation
and Yousing Censuses” (ST/ESA/STAT/SEP.1i/57) of the United Mations, re-
commends that the following groups should be considered:

(a) Nomads,
(b) Persons living in areas to which access is difficult.

(¢} 1liilitary, naval and diplomatic personcel and thair
families locater outside the country:

(d) ‘tierchant seamen and fishermen resident in the country but
at sea at the time of the census (including those who have
no place of residence other than their guarters abtoard ship),

(e) Civilian residents terrorarily in another country as seasonal
o workers; - ;
1
(£} Civilian residents who cross a frontier daily to work ic
another country; '

(2) Civilian residents other than those ii: groups (c¢), (e) and
(f) who are workine in another country;
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(h) Civil recidents other than those in grours (c) to (g) who
are temporarily absent from the country;

(i} Foreign military, naval and diplomatic personnel and their
families located in the country;

(1) Civilian aliens temporarily in the ccuntry as seasonal
vorkers

(k) Civilian aliens who cross a frontier daily to work in the
country;

(1} Civilian aliens other than those in groups (i), (j) and
(k) who are workins in the country:

(m) Civilian aliens other than those in grouns (i) to (1) who
are temporarily in the country.

(n) Transients on chips in harbour at the time of the census.

11. The homeless people who are usually found im the cities should
also be taken into account.

HOUSEFOLDS AID TUE INSTITUTIONAL PCPULATIOMN

12. The total population is usually counted on the basis of two
catesories:

{a) Housecholds

(b) TInstitutions whose population is sometimes referred to as a
separately enumerated population. These are people living
together in inmstitutions such as barracks, hospitals, hotels,
boarding schools, university campuses, prisons, convents,
monnsteries, religious missions, temporary construction
quarters, 2sylums and orphanages.

13. Although all the countries ma%e this distinction they do not
usually indicate whether the institutional populatien is included in
the total resident »opulation.

COMCLUZIONS

14. African countries have often taken into comsideration the

de jure population when analysing census data since it is more widely
used than the de facto population. lowever, even those countiies

that have chosen to focus demorraphic analysis on the de jurs population,
have rublished some tabulations on the de facto population,

15, Finally regardless of the tvpe of porulation selected as the total
population,(de facto or de jure) the various mapulation srou~s included
therein should Gz s ccified.



