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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The economies of most African countries are characterized
by strong trade ties with the developed market economy countries.
ihe d±rection. of their trade is mainly oriented, to these countries
ever since the colonial times.and has changed very little since the
African countries achieved their independence more than two decades
ago. In 1985 the exports of Africa to that group of countries
amounted to $43,023 million accounting for 80.8 per cent of Africa

I! 1 tVVVl** 943° lll ""
's

8
?urthPr™Arn II 7z"3-Per Cent of lts total Sports of $ 63,17? mil
Furthermore, the export pattern indicates a concentration of a few
primary commodities which constitute the main source of their foreien '

ToltTlt ™lVrY' "hllG they al8° rel* °n ±nP°rts of manufactured 8
1970?R IT ? dGVGWed countries to satisfy internal demand: Since

COntlnUSdto mcra.so dra«tlca 1 .P " "t M
1*« African countries have therefore been

y of the African development strategy

1/ UN Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, Kay 19P7.

~ hv%f^ Conj;?n^lun of Resolutions and Decisions adopted
by African Ministers, Doc. No. F/FCA/TRAPF/S9.
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Towards this end, the African countries have established subregional

institutions to encourage economic integration through trade libera
lization and facilitation. These include the Preferential Trade Area
for Eastern and Southern African Countries (PTA); the Economic Commu
nity of West African States (V-CCM&S) i Vest African Economic Community
(CEAO); the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAP); the
Economic and Customs Union of Gentral African Stat.es (TTPEAC) : the
Economic Community of the Great Lake Countries (CEPGL) ; the Vest

African Clearing House (WACH); the Central African Clearing House (CACH)
and the PTA Clearing House.

3. Despite the establishment of these institutions, the level of
intra-Afrlean trade continues to be very low. There are-numerous
factors hampering the expansion of Intra-African trade and these have
been analyzed in a separate document. 3_/ This note gives an overall

review of the state, the trend and the structure of intra-African trade.
The analysis is intended to give a broad picture of intra-African trade
and for a better understanding of the tables given in the Appendix.

II. ANALYSIS OF STATE OF TiATA ON INTRA-AFRICAP TPADF

a. General Observations

4» The review relates to nine tables, namely:

(i) World Trade and share of developing Africa in
World Trade (Table 1);

(ii) Developing Africa's Direction of Trade (Exports) (Table 2);

(iii) Share of Intra-African Trade in Total Trade of
Developing African countries (Table 3);

(iv) Value cf Intra-African Trade by Commodity Classes (Table 4);

(v) Intra-African Trade (Exports) (Table 5);

(vi) Intra-African Trade (Imports)(Table C) ;

(vii) Structure of Developing Africa's Exports to the
Developed Market Economies (Table 7);

(viii) Intra-Subregional Trade. Matrix (Exports) Table 8):

(ix) Intra-Subrc^ional Trade Matrix (Imports) (Table 9).

3/ Bee Doc. E/FCA/TPAPE/85."Tne Development and Expansion of
Intra-African Trade: A Policy Paper.
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The tables contain values in millions of TTnited States dollars. It

will be noted that tb-re ere gaps in the data on ir.trc.-African trade.

For in static e; data are not available on coianodity comgasition of

intra-Af rican trade, direction of trade, ir.-i icatinf, partners. The

lack of appropriate data constitutes a serious handicap to the setting

of priorities and the identif icat ion of J.npor tent factors for the

efficient utilization of available resources to promote trade and

economic co-operation anong African ne^.'ber countries.

b. Africa in t'or V! Trad c

5. Between 197 0 and 1986, developing Africa's share in world trade
remained insignificant and dropped fror: about 3 „ 7 per cent to about

2U6 per cent. (Table 1), Imports cf developing Africa from the world
grew in value terms ever the period 197C tr. 1986, though with an

inconsistent trend, increasing ?nd decreasing over the years and finally
reaching $54150 million in 1986 fron the low of £11229 million in 1970.

On the other hand, the percentage share of dcveloring Africa's imports

to total world inports showed a decline during the same period, i.e.

1970 to 19S6S declining from 3.3? ->er cert in 1970 to 2.89 per cent in
1986 which indicates a slower rate of growth compared vjith that of the

world at large. The cane applies in the case of exports of developing
Africa. Africa's exports grew in value terms from the $12745 million
in 1970 to $49730 million in 1986 although, as in the case of imports,
the trend was irregular showing an increase upto 1930 followed by a

decline until 1986. In percentage terras the share of developing"'
Africa's exports in total world exports similarly showed a decline
from 4,06 per cent in 1970 to 2.36 per cent in 1986, The fall in
Africa1 s total trade in percentage terras therefore indicates that durini
the period 1970 to 1936, world trade fvew faster than Africa:s trade

thereby seriously curtailing her development efforts.

c• Share of Intra-Afrlean Trade in Total Trade of

Developing African countries

6. The share of intra-Af rican trade :i.n totel trade of developing
African countries remained low ns can he noted from Table 3. The

percentage share of intra-African exports declined from 5O6 per cent

in 1970. to 5.51 per cent in 1972 and" tc 5.67 per cent in 1975'. It
then experienced a declining, trend uptc 1980 and reached 4.S3 -er cent
in 1985. Intra-Af rican imports exhibits'! similar trend,

7' The share cf intra-African trade in escb country's total trade
is shown in Tables 5 and 6, At the disaggregated country level, the
intra-Af rican component of total trade £*x ;:he different countries
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varied in significance, In the Central African subregion, the

intra-African conronent of its trade (exports) accounted for 3.1 per
cent in 198G whereas it had declined to 2.C per cent in 1935. The

percentage of intrr-African exports vac nuch lower than the global 4.83 .

per cent calculated for the region as a whole in 1985 above. In the

Eastern r-.nd Southern African subregion, the percentage share of intra-
African trade in total trade of the subregion was relatively high and

accounted fcr 10.34 per cent in 1930 hut showed the sane declining

trend that was observed in Central Africa and reached 9.60 pnr cent

in 1985. The intra-Afrlean trade share in total trade of North Africa
was discouragingly low and accounted for only 0.8 per cent in 1980 but

rose to 1,54 rer cent in 1935. In West Africa, the intra-African trade

share (experts) was 4.24 per cent in 1?£C and declined slightly to the
level of 4.12 per cent in 1985. Comparing all the subregions, the
North African subregion registered the lowest share of intra-African
trade during the period under consideration.

B. With regard to ictorts, the intra-Afrlean conrcnent in 1930 was
8,49 per cent; 5.75 per cent; 1,79 per cent and 5.61 per cent respectively
for Central Africa, Eastern and Southern Africa^ North Africa and West

Africa. In 1935, the figures were respectively 6.41 per cent; 6.08 per
cent, 2,01 per cent and 6.82 per cent showing a decrease in Central
Africa and snail percentage increase for the other subrogions.

?. The trade flows between the different suhregions of Africa are
illustrated in Tables 3 and 9S which show that there is a tendency for

concentration of trade between countries of the sane subregion. In 198?s

trade within the Central African subregion accounted for 55.3 per cent

of the subregion's total Intra-African"trade. The rest was distributed
anong the other subregions as follows; 8,9 per cent to Eastern and

Southern Africa; 12.6 per cent to North Africa an^ 2?.6 per cent to West
Africa, In 1?83, the percentage dropped to 47.9.per cent while 5.9 per
cent was directed to Eastern and Southern Africa, 21.6 per cent to North
Africa and 23,5 per cent to T^est Africa. In 1984 Intra-subrepional

exports had the following magnitudes in the four subregions; 3 6.1 ^er

cent in Central Africa: 73.3 rer cent in Astern and Southern Africa3

71.4 per cent in North Africa end 78.3 per cent in West Africa.

10. An analysis of the inrort values in Table 0 gives a sinilar picture.
In 1932 the percentage share of intra-subregional imports were as
follows? Eastern and Southern Africa: 86.^ per cent, West Africa! 74.3

per cent. North Africa" 45.4 per cent and Central Africa- 22.8 per cent.
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Africa's Trade Structure

General Observations

11._ As earlier indicated, Africa's .trade structure is heavily biased
in favour of the developed market economics. .As shown in Table 2
Africa's :trade with this Eroun of countries has rained Jirly stable
l"85aVGT^ed ^ P!r CGnt °f hGr tOtal <«dc duri-P the period 1Q70-
r ' *rade wlth thc socialist countries of Pastern Kurore decreased

with I'tLr* °T ^ 137° tO ar°Und 4'5 Fcr cent ln 19" while trade
Ground 8 I d*vel*P*n5 countries excluding intra-African trade was
around. 8.6 per cent durinp the sane period.

(il) Commodity Composition of Intra-African Trade (Table 4)

12 The commodity composition of intr*-African trade (exports) in
1985.was as follows: 34.8 per cent was accounted for by mineral fuel*
and ltd ?fi i 7 ninerax tuelfl

.8 per cent was
and related materials (SITC Section TV

in food, beverages and^obacc (S??C l ' tO

cent was due to

) , oils

trade in

ffi

=

- ^ trade in crude nat.r
nd fats (SITC Sections 2 nnd 4> Or,i,, « ■ o
chemical., and 5.7 oL o 'v ! h?"

he Host "rt re-exports or 7
and 5.7

which are for the Host

11.2
cent

of 2

per cent in 1970 to

in 1985. Chemicals

4 per cent in 1970

rrr41

fSTTr
to !"

equipment (SITC Section 7? ll
cent'in 1970 to cent
in Table 4O ?

in 108C

cent n'l
c«ae-..down to 34.8 per

achinery and transport

ituation is fully illustrated



E/ECA/TRADE/91
Page 6

nainly of primary comnoditics as shown in Table 7. In 1970, 37.78 Fer
cent of these exports was held by mineral fuels and related materials
(SITC Section 3); 24.56 rer cent was accounted for by food, beverages
and Tobacco (SITC Sections 0 and 1); 18.53 per cent was registered"
by crude materials (excluding fuels) oils, fats (SITC Section 2 and 4).
In the period considered above, i.e. 1970 over, 80 per cent of the
exports were primary commodity groups. 4/

14, Exports of mineral fuels and reUted materials (SITC Section 3)
showed a dramatic Increase from 37.3 rer cent of total exports directed
to the developed market economies in 1970 to a peak of 79.1 per cent
in 1981 and dropped to around 73.2 per cent in 1985.

15. Reviewing the structure of African exports in 1985 we note that
the biggest share goes to the mineral fuels and related materials
(SITC Section 3) which is 73.2 per cent; followed by food, beverages
and tobacco (SITC Sections 0 and 1) which registered 11.4 per cent and
crude materials (excluding fuels) oils, fats (SITC Sections 2 and 4)
accounted for 7.5 per cent of the total trade directed to the proup
under consideration.

Ill- Conclusions and Reconaendations

The global level of intra-African trade remains below 5 per cent
of total trade of developing Africa to-date, although this percentage
varies considerably when intra~African trade is reviewed at'subreglonal
and national levels. Thus,Africa continues to depend very heavily on

the developed market economies. Even in subregions, where subregional
co-operation and integration institutions have been established such as

the PTA for Eastern and Southern African countries, to encourage intra-
African trade and self-reliance, the intra-African trade share of the
subregions is not sifnificant and the developed market economies still
continue to dominate African markets.

Although new Industries have been installed in the region alonp
with developments in transportation systems, intra-Afrlean trade in
raw materials has not increased as would have been expected. F ember
States have generally failed to take advantage of the"new industrial
opportunities to encourage trade in agricultural raw materials and
minerals within the franework of subrepional co-operation.

4/ Primary commodities are conventionally defined as PITC
Sections 'Vl, 3, 2*4.
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These conclusion drawn from this analysis is that there is

the need for African countries to increase trade among themselves in

raw materials and semi-processed goods In order to exploit the potential

for complementarity between their economies with the aim of expanding

their industrial base. The lack of basic consumer goods produced in

Africa, for consumption by Africans, Is seen as a major constraint to

the expansion of intra-African trade. There is considerable scope for

the expansion of trade in food commodities, especially in cereals whicb

absorb a considerable proportion of Africa's foreign exchange earnings

through imports from the developed market economy countries. Furthermore,

In addition to implementing fully the various resolutions and recomncn-

dations which they have adopted to promote intra-Afrlcan trades the

countries should intensify efforts to ensure the production and timely

distribution of comparable data on intra-African trade at the commodity
level with details of direction of trade to monitor closely its deve

lopment and at the same time satisfy the growing demand of researchers
and planners for accurate and reliable data for analysis and the provision
of advisory services in the field of trade.
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Table 5: Intra-African Trade (Exports) 1/

(Values In millions of UP dollars)

Partner.

Intra- -L gtJ % of Intra-

Afrlean Total intra- African

African

Exports

7 of

irttra-

/ifricai

Fxportr

Central Africa

Burundi ' "' ""

Cameroon

Central African Rep

Chad

Congo

Equatorial Guinea
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Eastern & Southern

Africa
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Kenya
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Malawi

Mauritius
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Somalia

Swaziland

Uganda

Unite.d Republic

of Tanzania

Zambia

Zimbabwe

201.15

1.56

98. 90

2.10

21.73

10.1?

0.26

0.10

57.61

* • •

8.7 0

8 2 2.58

73. 40

1A.OO

5 6,72

38 0.00

33.65

34.60

12.57

55.35

1.70

. 1.86

6447.15

63.51

1383.10

116,00

130.73

955.20

17.67

2172.80

73.34

20.20

1513 . P 0

7953,28

1682.30

45.10

424.73

13^0.40

402.04

.2 94.8 8
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3.1?

2 . 4 6
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1.P1
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* • »

. 0.57
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* • *

4 2.13
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27.3 3

• • •
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2.8n
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9. 94
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41.93 459.27 °.13
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6
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2

1
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■Q*
09

2n

°0

16
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10 1269,10

89

32
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30

30
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32.93 395.40.

? ,76

r', 52

7.70

f ,89
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1. ?5

1 ? . 2 3

2 . ^6
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47.
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2 0
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3 7

174

.90

.80

. 90

283

738

798

.n0

.10

.10

5

.71

. 60

. 12

. r 1



'cont'd.'

Table 5: Intra-African Trade (Exports) —'

(Values in millions of US dollar)

1/

Partner -

III.

IV.

■ ■

North Africa

Algeria

Egypt
Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya

Morocco

Sudan

Tunisia

West Africa

P en in

Burkina Faso

Cape Verde

Cote d'lvoire

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Togo

Source: IMF,

Intra-

Af r ican

370.20

129.00

31.10

36.00

86. 00

16.00

72.10

1456.27

0.10

38.87

0.70

482.40

9,15

8.P0

18.63

1.66

11.20

14.59

1.77

70.85

550.00

147.40

2.44

88.71

Direction

198 0

Total

45771.70

15 62 3.00

3045,90

21°lr>.00

2407.40

542.30

2234.10

34341.01

62.81
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3.8 0

314 2.10

3 0.34

1205.90'

4 08.4 6

11. oo

600.40

148.07

735.59

566.51

26802.00

4 7 6.90

2K-.4 5

337.36

of Trade St

fa OI

intra-

African

Exports

0.81

0.83

1.02

0.16

3.57

2.95
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14.4°

43.08
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0.7 3
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14. 07

1,8 6
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30. 91
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atistics

T ■* ^ «* «o
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Afr ican

621

18 3.00

37,70
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16. 40
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4.3 0

3061,40

3 9.35
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81.82
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1986.

JOT
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African ,
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. } - r4

1. '5 ?■

0. ~!"

1 . n ? ■

4 . 3 '■
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4 t no

23.^7

1 ° . S ^
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14 .30

2 0.65
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1/ Subregional totals relate only to countries for which data was availr.Me

Symbol used:

... = data not available

= nil or negligeable



Table 6: Intra-Afrlean Trade (Imports) JL/

(Value in millions of ITS dollars)

Partner

19 8 0

Intra-

Af rican Total

7, of

Intra-

Af rienn

Imports

Intra-

Af r lean Total

% of

intra-

African

Imports
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3 2
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cont'd.

Table 6: Intra-Afrlean Trade (Imports) 17

(Values in nillions of US dollars)

Intra-

Af r lean

■198

Total

7 of

intra-

African

Iaports

Intra-

Af r ican

? of '

intra-

African

Imports

III. North Africa 541.20 30157.00 1.7n

Algeria

Libyan Arab

Morocco

Sudan

Tunisia

IV. West Africa

2F6.CC 9189,00
3 7,60 4 S .10.90

Janahiriya 36.00 6776.00

66.70 4232.40

3P.7O 1575.90

76.20 3523.80

Benin

Burkina Faso

Cepe Verde

Cote d'lvolre
Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Togo

3.11

0.77

0.53

1.57

2.45

2.16

1449.81 25846.73 5.61

23. 65

84.06

6,10

184.80

14.08

2°2.5O

14.58

3.45

10.40

167.97

43.15

111.72

227.00

152.91

5.27

108.17

331

357.

68.

2990.

166,

1129,

362.

55.

534.

457.

315.

618.

16518,

10 51.

338.

550.

..13

85

30

60

81

50

00

03

■~e

92

56

13

00

71

62

67

7.14

23.4^

8. 93

6.18

8.44

2 5 . ° 0

4.03

6.27

1. 94

3 6.60

13. 67

18.07

1.3 7

14.54

1.56

19.64

6°4.2O 34533 2.01

108.00

177.20

71.00

110.70

56.00

171,30

1091.23

35.43

68.40

3.90

217.60

8.88

261.20

ln.85

*■■ * J ■

25.10

°0 42

4A.5O

8 5.30

56. 00

124.r2

28.68

13.66

7827.00

134^7.30

5186.00

3914.n

1568.30

2540.40

15994.46

48 9.8 5

271.ftP

112.70

1542,90

12 6.97

826.00

369.n4

60. 48

2163.80

390.08

358.53

354.22

7467.00

n5 7t\n

148.07

354.94

1.3R

1.31

1.37

2.83

3.57

6.74

6.82

7.23

25.16

3.46

14.10

6.99

31.62

5.36

3.95

1.16

23.18

13.PI

24.08

0.75

13.05

19.37

Source: IMF» Direction of Trade Statistics Yearbook, 1086.

U Subre£ional Totals relate only to countries for which data was available.
Symbols used:

-,. « data not available.
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