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1. The present progress report deals with 3CA.activities in

implementing the resolutions adopted by the First United Nations Region

al Cartographic Conference for Africa held in Nairobi from 1 to 12 July

1963- It covers the three years period ending 30 June 1966. These

^activities are summarized under the headings of ten resolutions in which

BCA's responsibilities are mentioned.

I# Resolution 1. - Second United Nations Regional Cartographic

Conference

2, On invitation from the Government of Tunisia which offered to act

1 as.host for the Second United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference

for Africa, the Sfcecutive Secretary of the Commission communicated, by

^circular letter dated 15 February 1966, with the Government members and

associate members of SCA for the preparation of holding the Conference

in Tunis from 12 to 24 September 1966. The attention of the governments

are drawn to the need for supply of technical papers before 1 July 1966

in order to meet the date line for distribution set out in Part B of

this-resolution.

3. The provisional agenda S/CN.I4/CAHT/147 was prepared on the basis

of the circular letter mentioned above and on the replies received up

to 15 May 1966.

4* The invitations to attend the Conference" were sent out to "Govern

ments, members and associate members of the Commission, the specialized

agencies of the United Nations and interested other inter-governmental '

organizations, in accordance with the practice set forth in ECOSOC

Resolution 816 (XXXl) convening the first United Nations Regional
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Cartographic Conference for Africa. "*

II. Resolution 2 - Sub-regional Meetings f

5. 3CA has received no request for assistance in organizing a sub-

regional conference on cartographic subjects.

III. Resolution 3 - Relationship between Economic Commission for

Africa and the Commission for Technical Co-operation for

Africa. (CCTA)

6. Up to 1964 ; the Cartographic Unit of the Economio Commission for

Africa maintained correspondence with the Chairman of the Inter—African

Commission on Survey and Maps of the former CCTA in Tananarive. The

Scientific and Technical Commission of OAU took over the activities of tke

former CCTA in 1963.

7- The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Administrative

Secretary General of OAT7 signed on 15 November 1965 "An agreement betwoe*

the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity on co-operation

between the latter and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa".

This agreement generally governs the relationship between OAU and ECA. ■ \i

8. Informal contacts have been established between the Natural Resources

and^iransport Division of 3CA and the Secretary-General of the Scientific,

Technical and Research Commission with a view to promoting general col

laboration. No specific details have, however, yet been worked out*

TV. Resolution 4 - Question of Organization of an SCA Cartographic

Committee

9« ' This question is included in the provisional agenda of the present

conference (see E/CN.I4/CART/152).

V. Resolution 5 — Implementation of requests for Technical

Assistance

10. During the period under review, experts in goedesy, photogrammetry

or cartography have served under the United Nations Technical Assistance

Programme in the African countries listed below: Burundi, Congo ()
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Chana, Ivory Coast, Mali, Somalia and Sudan*

11. In disoussions with "bilateral agencies conducted "by 3CA in the course

of 1964 and 1965 special stress was laid on assistance to African countries

* in, among other matters, surveying and cartography and provisional under

standing was reached that wherever possible, such assistance to African

*__ countries should be made available to supplement assistance from the

United Nations sources. See, for example, comments under Resolutions 10

and 12.

VI. Resolution 6 - Dissemination of information on Technical

Assistance Requirements

12. In September 1963 the Executive Secretary of the Commission com

municated with all African Governments, member and associate members of

BCA inviting them to supply information on their needs for technical

assistance in surveying and mapping. Sixteen governments have replied

including; Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa), Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Ivory

Coast, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone,

Tunisia, Uganda, U.A.R. The information has been taken into account in

advising the planning of technical assistance programmes.

.... 13« Up to this date no donor government has requested information of

this nature but see the comments under Resolution 5»

VII. Resolution 10 - Regional Training Centres

' 14* On 9 September 1963 the Executive Secretary of the Commission sent

to all governments, members and associate members of 3CA, a communication

inviting them to supply views and proposals on the question of establish

ing regional training centres for photogrammetry, airborne geophysical

surveys, and interpretation of aerial surveys. The secretariat report

on'the consultation was issued as Document E/CN.14/CART/108.

15# During the period 21 to 29 October 1?64, a Meeting of Experts on

'the setting-up of such centres was convened by SCA in Addis Ababa. The

Meeting examined the report mentioned above and studied the following
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questions: (a) required qualifications of trainees at each level; (b)

appropriate syllabus, duration of training period, and size of class: ]d

a) nuoleus training staff; (d) initial capital expenditure and running f

costs and (e) possible financing sources. Recommendations were made'on

these questions as well as on further actions to be taken. The report

of the Meeting (E/CM.I4/CAHT/128) was circulated to all African Govern
ments,

16. As a further follow-up action, the Executive Secretary of the Com-

missionhas on 5 April 1965, communicated with the governments which have

offered to act as host for such a centre, inviting them to supply concrete

details of their offers. Up to July 1965 four governments- Ethiopia,

Mali, Nigeria and Sudan have replied.

17. In September 1965 a team of 3 experts selected by, and made availafcla

to, ECA under bilateral arrangement visited these countries and studied on

the spot' the various factors involved in the establishment of sueh a centre.

The' Eeport of the' Team contains a number of conclusions for consideration

by ECA in selecting a site or sites. One of these conclusions stressed

that "the success of a Centre, in the final analysis, is measured by the

extent-: to which the African countries wish to use it, thus the willingness

of user governments to send their trainees to recommended sites should he

considered in conjunction with other factors", ,

18. In February 1966, a questionnaire was sent to"all African governments

>o obtain up-to-date information on the number of students they intend to

send, for the first period of five years, to a centre cccording to its

location. Up to 1 July 1966 replies were received from 15 countries:

Cameroun, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Hali,

Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Zambia and Swaziland. With

the exception of Malawi and Swaziland which indicated that they had no

plan to train technical personnel in this field in the coming five years,

all the others supplied detailed information. These limited replies

already show that there are sufficient students for at least one centre
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which includes all the technical subjects recommended by the Meeting

of the Experts mentioned above*

1$. After the survey mission had completed its work t^o additional

offers were received. The Government of Cameroon confirmed its wish to

act as host for a centre in Yaounde accompanied by a specific offer of

facilities. The U*A.R., in connexion with its I966 offer for a Joint

centre for specialized services in surveying and mapping in Cairo,

proposed -the inclusion of a regional training centre in its offer. In

view of the new offers, it is considered necessary that the team which

will survey- the sites for joint centres should also visit Cameroun and

U.AtR. to study the sites and evaluate the other facilities offered for

a training centre. Arrangements are being made to send the team in the

lae-t quarter of 1966. '

20. A first pilot course on photogrammetry was originally scheduled for

April 1966- For administrative and other reasons it has now been postponed

to November-December 1966.

2v* ,:,|)xrther consultations were held with governments who have expressed

interest in assisting 3CA in the establishment of training centres* While

they have confirmed their willingness to participate in this undertaking

and indicated the possibilities, of contribution, it appeared that items

can only be worked out in a firm and detailed manner when the site of the

centre or centres is decided.
i ■ *

22. A first draft of the charter of the regional training centre and

of..an operational plan have been prepared. It will be finalized after the

team have visited Yaounde and Cairo, so,that account can be taken of the

discussions held with all the contemplated host governments.

VIII. Resolution 11 - Survey of Training Facilities

23. The Executive Secretary of the Commission, by a circular letter dated

6 September 1963, has requested all African Governments, member and

associate.members of the SCA to supply information on the existing

facilities in their respective countries for training in the various
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fields of surveying and mapping, including the following details: (a)

situation of training establishments; (b) language(s) of instruction;

(c) courses available; (d) fees; (e) possibility of enrolment of student*

from other African countries; (f) number of students at present enrolled;

and (g) qualifications of teaching staff; and make this information

available to all member governments.

24. Fifteen governments have replied; five of which reported that ho

institutions for such training are available in their countries. Mali

and Tchad mentioned Booles des Travaux Publics which have courses in

topography and cartography, Ethiopia and Libya drew attention to some

surveying courses in Technical Institutes. Kenya, Sierra Leone, Sudan '

and U.A.H. described briefly training courses operated by their respective

survey departments. As regards regular education courses, Ghana referred

to a four-year course in surveying and mapping (Bachelor of Science) in

Kwame Hkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kenya a five-yea*

course leading to the examination of the Royal Chartered Surveyors offered

~by the Eoyal College of Nairobi and a non-certified course in field

surveying in the Kenya Polytechnic, and Sudan a four-year post-secondary

education course in surveying and mapping. Nigeria submitted data oh the

Federal Survey School in Okene, the School of Surveying in Oyo and the

Guggiaburg College of Surveying and the Y.aba Institute of Technology,

TJp-to-date information from all countries is not yet available.

25. Moreover, in pursuance of 3CA Resolution 123 (vil), a questionnaire

was sent on 13 July, 1965? to all African Governments for the purpose of

obtaining up-to-date information on training facilities in their countries

covering the whole range of education. Among the replies so far received

only four oountries mentioned training in surveying and mapping: Chad,

Kenya, Nigeria and U.A.R. It was.understood that the enquiry.is still

in progress.

26. In view of the fragmentary information so far gathered and in view

of the changing situation of education and training in this field, it

is considered premature to issue at this juncture a publication on this

subject.
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IX. Resolution l?.r

27. This Resolution was reviewed "by the Standing Committee on Industry,

Transport and Natural R^rerrces of the Comiriission at its Second Session

held in Addis in February 1964= The Committee recommended the setting-

up of a email group of experts; (a) to define the nature and scope of

the task of a joint centre for specialised cervices in surveying and

mapping, ("b) to assess the moana at present available with regard to the

above mentioned specialised services in the various African countries

and (c) to make a preliminary stirdy on the location, cost of installation

and operation, the planning and on the financing of such a centre*

28. The Executive Secretary of the Commission communicated with African

Governments members and associate members of the Commission on two

occasions: first on 17 September, 1963* requesting their comments and

views on the question of establishing such centros and second on 14 January,

1965, including a questionnaire regarding the technical services that each

government would require within the noxt 10 yea.ro which such a centre

could provide, The report of the secretariat on thecro consultations was

issued as 3)ocument 3/CN.14/CART/131.

29. A Meeting of Sxpeifcs on Joint Centres for Specialized Services in

Surveying and Happing was held in Addis Ababa frou 30 June to 8 July 196"5>

which considered the above mentioned report. Tho Meeting studied in

detail the nature and scope ox' the specialized services to be provided

by the Joint Centre(s) and the equipment and personnel required., It also

made recommendations for further actions to be taken to speed up the

establishment of a osntre or oeni:ee(u) „ The report of the Meeting

(E/CH.I4/CABT/144) was circulated to all governments members and associate

members of 3CA on 30 July 1965* The attention of the governments which

have offered to act as host for such a centre was drawn to the need for

supplying details of their offers not later than the end of December 1965*

30. Up to January 1966, confirmation together with details of their

offers were received from four governments: IFlger, Somalia, Tunisia and

U.A.R, Preparations were mado for a mission to survey the sites offered
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in August 1966, "but during the period of May and June 1966 additional

offers were received from four further countries: Kenya, Nigeria, Sudan J

and Senegal. "f

5
31- The increased number of countries to "be visited necessitated a re

arrangement in the schedule, taking into account the availabilities of

the experts. November—December has been set for the Mission and the

interested governments are being informed. Consultations with governments

of cartographically advanced countries which have indicated their wish to

assist EC4 in setting up a joint centre or centres have been encouraging*

Here again the specific details of their contribution can rnly "be worked

out when the site of the centre or centres is decided. An outline of plan

of operation together with a draft charter have been prepared for discussion

with the contemplated host governments. Thase documents will "be finalized

after the survey mission completes its work.

X. Resolution 15 - Distribution of selected bibliography

32. A note on new publications of practical interest in the field of "

surveying and mapping was issued as document E/CN. 14/CART/145-




