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THS HIGHWAY

A. Introduction : ■ u ■..-;'■■'

At the second meeting of the Transafrican Highway.- Co-ordinating Com-

mittee hald ?t Bangui ^eentral African-Republic) from l'0 to 14 April 1972,

the alignment of the Transafrican Highway\ancl\.tha: study'.programme to be un

dertaken were adopted-- ■ ' '

This note gives the current status of the Transafrican Highway and

identifies the type: of^work. needed to-be done "in each of the six TAB' coun

tries. .■ -....:■

B. Stf-tus of the TAH and 'actions required thereon

The present status of the Transafrican Highway and the actions re

quired towards its improvement, wnich are described country by country in

the following sections,'are summarized ..in Tables 1 ■ and 11 and also depicted

on charts - Annexes 1-V1. '. ■ ;

Of th^ total project length of ^393 ..km. V about 2357 km. are unim

proved and. these are composed of: '?. ;

a) 1461 km. which are already included !in Government;priority prog

rammes for improvement; and ■

b) 896 km, which are: not inbluded in Government plans for improve

ment, but which would, need to be-improved. in order to bring the

whole Mombasa-Lagbs highway to an all-ws^ther standard, ses
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Country Section

Kenya f Mombasa-Malaba

Uganda '

Zaire

G*JUR.

Cameroon

Nigeria

Malatea-Bwera ■ ..'. ■ ■ ■■

Bwera-Beni

Beni-Komanda.

Koffianda^M-ambasa .: . ■

Dulia—Bangassou

Baoro—Garoua Boulai

Meiganga-Tibati

Tibati—SafouSsam

Bafoussain-Mamfe .

Mamfe-itikok

.HIkok-Lagos . ■■. :\

Length \

' -

$■■-•■■ - ■■ -.

78

■96 r-;

■ .,-94-

332

43

'238

15

Description, of .works

Whole route' is bitumen sur

faced, a/ . .- ■■- ■~woL

Whole-route is.;of- allr-weathanr

standard, .a/

Rehabilitation and graveling

of earth road.

Rehabilitation between Eeni

and Itfgeleza.

. Minor improvement anrd selec

tive graveling,.,

Selective graveling of exist-

'ing roadj-including'the re-

■ .-■■■ placement of.^one ferry.

Iinprov!3nients;;of about 20% of

the .217 km. between Baoro and

Garoua BoUla1!. ■

Iiiprovement and graveling.

Some improvements proposed in

.Government's-Third Development

Plan. .. .

Third Development Plan pro

poses paving the Bafoussatn-

Eamenda section. -Government

also, plans to improve the

Bamenda-Mamfe portion.

improvement anil'graveling re

quired ove:e^&5^k4is:--H,e1"ar border.

About 86^.i'of -.the route is
bitumen surfaced;and.the re

maining' is ■urixniproved, but

. .Government;: ha:s plans for the

rehabilita/tion| aiid improvement

' of. 'ihe VH-6i:'^:ro-ut.e.'.;:r;1. \

Total' 896

a/ Improvements - widening the roadway and strengthening the pavement -

are -underway, or -planned./ ■ ■ ■■ \ ■ ■ ' ' ■ ■■■"".■ "-o ■<:■■-:: t -j.,: . ;
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The -TAH section in Kenya-, from Mombasa ■ te-Malaba,- which is 919 km.

injlength,0 is bitumen-.surfaced. For the most part, the r«ad hss.a pay

ment width of 6.1 metres and capacity to carry a 9000 lb. (4000 kg,} wheel

load. However, plans are now well underway to widen the pavement width'

to,,.7 metres, and to.. strengthen the pavement for a 12,000 lb. (5333 kg) "

wheel load.

The condition of the TAB section passing through Uganda may be sum

marized as follows: ■ i / ;

Malaba-Ji'hja. 138 km, class 0. '

This is a class 1 bitumen road, but it will be reconstructed under

Government financing.

Jinja-Kampala» 78 km? class U.

This is a- class 1 bitumen road, the section from Jinja to Mokono is

being .reconstructed and the Mokono-Kampala section needs major re

construction, including realignment at some sections.

Kampala-Mityana. 65 km, class 0.

This is a class 1 bitumen road, but its reconstruction is planned.

Mitypna-Kyenjo^o. 200 km, class U. : . !

This section is gravel surfaced and the engineering design for its

asphalting is complete.

-■■ '* Kyenjojo-ffort Portal. 46 km, class D.

This is a cla&s 1. "bitumen surfaced road.

ffort-Portal-Junc tion. $2 km? class D.

This is a class 1 bitumen surfaced road.

-Junction-Bwera. 40 km, class B.

This is a class 1 gravel road and preliminary study for its asphalt-

ing has been completed.

l/ For explanation on road classifications fA-,B,C,I)) see page 8.
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■ .;- ■..■ ■ Republic of Zaire; 1554km. ■■'-' ,. . ...■

'■'■■■ti-V-i; ' ' '■.-■'■-.'■

In Zaire? apar$';from 2O.kms. of asphalted road at t&e' eastern en

trance to Kisangani, the Trans-African route consists only of- an earth road,

g^nprslly poorly maintainel.': The. route varies in quality and most of the

bridges, viaducts, etc. are. in_.j>r©carious.,condition...

Th<3 cost of the feasibility and engineering studies over 1534 km*

is estimated at over 2.5 million Zaires..- t :- [, . ■;.-■. . ;.

-..■■':='■■ ,. Centra! African Republic ■■■-..:

1. Garoua Boulai-Bossembele: 457.km class A. "..

Earth, road, varying in-'width between 3 and 5 metres. The route is fair

ly good but does require some straightening. The passage...through the

Bal-oua escarpment requires replannirig. ' ■ -.

Feasibility, and engineering studies are required, at a total cost of

.365 million OFA francs. ' .

2. Bossembele-Bangui. 150 km class C. . .

Laterite road of between 8 and 3 metres in width, fairly well4,maintained.

.All studies have been carried out, and the preparation of tender docu

ments, which is now in progress, will be completed by January.-,1973.

3"..".' Bangui-3)aiaara: 50 km classD. "' " ' ■ ' ." ":'■'.':

Road entirely constructed and aspharte'd; has modern" geometric charac

teristics* ' ' '■ -"'"~L" '"■ -■• -'■'- -■■■';■■"."--■■■■■■'"■■-

4« Bamara«45i.feut: 110 km class 0* .-.if, ■ ■ •■-:■.'. ... ■ " '"■ . : V.

Road completely improved and all,.bridges reconstructed in. 19:7O'-~71.

The route is good. Tender documents ware submitted.-. i;o &W [In February

1972. for; the.- financing of ■ asphalting, work. \ ; :: ' "■ ■ ■■■ . ;

5. Sibut-Bambari; 197 km class 0. ... .. ... " ". '. .^,.

Earth road, well-maintained. The route requires, some, straightening.

, t The Technical studies were carried but in 1969. \..XX now remain^,to

prepare the technical documents for the executio.n,..of..,tije project, at

a cost of 9 million OFA francs £1969). "; "
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6. Bambari-Bangassou: 354 kms class Bf

Sarth road varying in width". The routs has.-dangerous curves and the

driving surface is rather eroded.

Feasibility studies war? carried out in 1971 and the planned engineer

ing studies should cost 125 million OFA francs.

Federal Republic'of Cameroon

1- Garoua-Eoulai-Meidougou: 94 km class A. -■' '■ ' : ■ ;

The road includes an asphalted ssction of 10 kms; the rest of the sec

tion is latsrite-surface- of generally well-maintained. The route is

generally good. Feasibility and engineering studies are planned at a

cost of approzimately 75 million CFA francs,- '■

2. Meidougou-Tibati: 263 km class A. . . ...

The road passes through a mountain region ana the route is determined

by the topography. . Thi- road consists in many places of nothing .more

than a beaten-earth track. Feasibility and engineering studies are

planned at a cost of approzimately 2GU million CPA francs.

3» Tibati-Foumbam; 326 km class A." ' "

The 'road which passes entirely through mountainous country, is earth-

' surfaced. The route contains m^ny undulations and curves, some of

■which are dangerous, and requires re-planning.

Feasibility and engineering studies are planned at a.cost of approxi—.

mately.260 million ,CFA francs. ■

4. Foumbam-ftFoun Bridge: 50 km class C,

Good road, earth-surf-nced with a 9 metre road bed, having good geomet

ric characteristics* Feasibility and -engineering studies are'at. pre

sent in progress, ■ ■ ■ : '■■■ ■ .{.-■ L^-: ,:Z.-:j:-j

■5* Noun Bridge-Bafoussam; 22 km class D. : ■ ■■ ■ '* ■■' . i -

Eoad in good condition, recently .'reconstructed according to suitable

geometric standardsB

6. Bafoussam—Bamenda; 90 km class 0. " ' '-—- ■ : '

: This is a mountain road, which, nevertHeless, follows a'generally

gdod route. All studies are completed and tenders are being invited,

with KDP financing8 . . .
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7«?-Bamanda-£kok: 225 km class A.. ; .

The road as a whole is' of variable quality, with some sections having a

Cood driving surface. The route requires improvement in many places.

Feasibility and engineering studies are planned at an estimated-.fost of

180 million CPA francs. ■"■'■'

-. . ". Federal Republic of Nigeria " '■ ' ; ■ ■ ' '

1- Lagos-Shagamu; 54 km class C, asphalted rosd, . .......

Studies completed. Reconstruction work,, is. in progress.'.and should be

completed Jjy 1974.

2- Shaga.mu-Benin ttity: 264-km class 0, asphalted road.

The engineering studies for the rehabilitation,of the whole road are

alsp in progress. .The reconstruction programme at present under way

provides for the reconstruction of?.45;-bridges; by 1974.

3* Benin Oity-Asaba: 137 &m class 0,:asphalted road.

_ ... Work in:.progress includes the complete reconstruction ...of: the road and

.bridges by November 1973.

4. Asaba-Onitsha. Bridge: 1 km.

,TaPd8.rs. h3V'3 bs?ftn inyitad for the reconstruction of..the bridge. Fork

should be completed by 1973,

5. Qnitsha-Bnugu: 108 km class B, asphalted road.

Provision has been made for feasibility and engineering studies.-in. the

.-. pre.sent. 1970-74.. plan. &* is thought that plans are now being made to

carry out the work of reconstructing the whole road, in. 1973 and 1974.'..

6- Bnugu-Abakaliki; 85 km class B, asphalted road. . .

Tenders are to be invited very shortly for the complete reconstruction

of this road, which w?a heavily damaged during the war,

7. Abakaliki-Ikon-iSkok: 206 km class A, earth road!

A feasibility study and an engineering study are planned for this road.

The study documents have not yet been prepared.
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HIGHWAY; MOMBASA TO LAGOS

■■■■■:■■■ ■ ■ " ' ■ - "; '.

(■■lasBifioation . .

Wb«n considering the alignment of the Transafrican Highway as a

whole in th.3 six territories, through. .which it passes from Mombasa to Lagos,

th«3 sections of the Highway in each country ars classified under four cate

gories (see Annexes): ■:1

Category A; Sections of the Highway which still require:

i) Feasibility studies;

ii) Engineering studies; ' -'■' ■ ■ ' .

iii) Work implementation.

Category B; Sections of the Highway which still require:

■ ' i) Engineering studies?

* ii) Work implementation.

Category 0: ■' Sections of the Highway for which studies are com

pleted and decisions taken, and now only require

work implementation. "

Category ^ Sections of the Highway for which work implement

ation are. completed.

Hoad surface ■■■"■■ ; ■-:'■■

On -che: following charts, roads ha.ve been classified by" their surface

condition as follows:

Permanent

j J j j j j i ! J Improved

: j- Unimproved

])ist-nces

Distances are in kilometres.


