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INTRODUCTION

1. The Tenth Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the

Multinational Programming and Operational Centre (MULPOC) for West
Africa was held at Ouagadougou, Burkina Paso on 16 and 17 February
1987. *

2- Opening statements were made by the Minister for Foreign
-'-^s and Co-operation of Burkina Faso, the Minister of Planning
and indu-ry of the Togolese Republic and Outgoing Chairman and by

the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa. .'■"■

, .,-,,. A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

3- The following countries were represented at the Meeting ■
Burkina Faso, C6te d'lvoire, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,Nigeria,
Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.

4- Also attending as observers were representatives of the
African Groundnut Council jagc), the Bangue Quest Africain* „»

^yelOEegmentjBOADi, thg_Comite Inter-Africa in^'w,,^, n.^ i

Arid

5.

ics (ICrisat).

Election of Officers, (Agenda item 2)

Participants in the meeting unanimously elected the
following bureau :

Chairman

Vice-Chairman

1st Rapporteur

2nd Rapporteur

Burkina Faso

Guinea

Sierra Leone

Niger
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B. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND PROGRAMME OF WORK

(Agenda item 3)

The Council adopted the following agenda :

1- Opening Session

(a) Welcoming statement by a representative of the
Government of Burkina Faso

(bj Address by the Chairman of the Ninth Meeting

of the Council of Ministers - The Leader of the

Delegation of the Togolese Republic

(c) Statement by the Executive Secretary of the

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

2. Election of Officers

(a) Chairman

<b) Vice-chairman

(c) Rapporteurs

3. Adoption of the Agenda and Programme of Work of the
Meeting —

(a) Agenda

(b) Programme of Work

4. Statement by the Executive Secretary of ECA on the

Implications of the United Nations Programme of Action

for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990
and Follow-up Mechanism.

5. Report of the ad hoc Committee set up to review the

mandate of the MULPOC and to redefine its scope of
activity.

6. Consideration of draft resolutions and of the 1988-1989

MULPOC work programme submitted to the Council of

Ministers by the Tenth Meeting of the MULPOC Committee
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7. Preparation for forthcoming meetings of EGA ;

(a) Seventh Meeting of Experts and Ministers of

African Least Developed countries ;

<b) Eighth Meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole ?

(c) Twenty-second session of the Commission and

13th Meeting of the Conference of Ministers ;

(d) Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the Pleding

of Voluntary Contributions to the United Nations

Trust Fund for African Development.

8. Date and Venue of the next Meeting of the MULPOC

Council of Ministers.

9. Any other business '"■■'■■ '

10. Consideration and adoption of the Report of the Mating

11. Closing session ;

(a) Vote of Thanks - r

(b) Final Communique"

(c) Remarks by the Executive Secretary of ECA

" "-■' <d) , Address by the Chairman of the Meeting ; '

£e) Closing statement by a Representative of the

Government of Burkina Faso;.

i • . ■ .'' ■■"■■■■-■

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS - ' ■ ■' ''

7. In his opening statement, the Burkina Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Co-operation, speaking on behalf of the Minister of '

Planning and Popular Development who could not attend/ welcomed

participants to the Tenth Meeting of the MULPOC Council of Ministers

being held in Ouagadougou a land of deep tranquility and brotherhood.
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On behalf of Comrade Thomas .SANKARA* Chairman of the National

Council 6f the Revolution and President of Faso, the People and

Government of Burkina Faso, he thanked participants for the impor

tance they attached to the development and economic integration
of Africa/

8, Recalling the Tenth Anniversary of the MULPOC, he pointed

out that dfespite the efforts made by member countries; and the

successes scored, serious difficulties were reducing all those

efforts to nought. Examples were the problems of indebtedness and

deteriorating terms of trade. He called for the strengthening of

subregional co-operation as the only way of achieving a collective

solution to the problems facing member States.

ft* On the Special Session of the United Nations General
Assembly devoted to the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, he

informed participants that a national committee had been set up in

Burkina Faso to follow-up the relevant recommendations of the Special
Session.

■ ■/

10. tte ended his statement by stressing the importance that

the Government of Burkina Faso attached:to the improvement of the

Status of women as agents of development.

11. The Togolese Minister of Planning and Industry, Chairman

of the Ninth Meeting of the MULPOC Council of Ministers extended the

deep gratitude and appreciation of all participants to His Excellency

-Captain Thomas SANKARA, Chairman of the National Council fpr the

Revolution and President of Faso, to the Government and people of

Burkina Faso for the warm welcome they had been accorded and for the

excellent arrangements made and facilities provided for the smooth

running of the Meeting. He recalled that in spite of good harvests

following the return of normal rains in 1986, the economic situation

remained precarious and the countries of the subregion were still

prey to many difficulties, structural adjustment programmes and

austerity measures notwithstanding. All sectors except agriculture

had been affected by the unprecedented drop in export earnings at a

time when the dollar had lost one quarter of its value and commodity
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12. Referring'to the Special Session of the General Assembly he
Pointed out that the United rations Program of action for ~£f

: :r:: rvery r:DGveiopmant isg5-i99°
S ill* waysandmeansgg*««
^ " WaS Ur93nt to implement the progr.me in order to

tne objectives of self-reliance ana self-sufficiency

i :: ^t011-Member countriestranslate thxs prograrame individually and collectively into
Co-ordination was obviously ne^d^ ir or,W ^ ■» I
activitifSfl „„, ■•■■:•■ / ne-a— ln ord^r to avoid duplication of

^. of Action for .frican Bcono^c' HeLv^ry
oevelopnent. irfora.r'to ,,,e the KU.poc a. efficient an,

set up aa_hoc_ Committee ,to review the .andatc and to redefine toe

ritY of the m—--- ^Lr

the

of the m
that

resources in o^. to increase its efficiency

14
He ended his statement by r.hanking participants for
and for their co-operation and paid tribute to the

ectorfor the efforts he was making to revitalise
Operations of the MULPOC. ^

^ne Executive SfCrpfarw ~f r.o-> ■. ', ■
dei.0,to. tu secretary of EC welcomecl distinguished
delegates on the occasion of the Tenth Meeting of
Ministers of the MULPOC for West'.r
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16. He lauded the effort and perseverance with which his

Government was coping with the difficult economic situation which

had affected the subregion for the last ten years. He recalled the

difficult periods that Africa had gone through during 1984 and 1985

when the combined effects of drought, economic adversity, growing

external debt and mismanagement had created a situation in which

mere survival and the containment of an emergency situation were

the sole concern of African countries. He warned that the gains made

in 1986 were still precarious and that there was still a need to
continue consolidating them. :

17. The Executive Secretary went on to underscore the need

for member States to translate into concrete action the commitments

they had made under the economic recovery programme and indicated

that African countries needed more than ever to join hands in solving

the problem of external debt and in securing from the international

community flows of concessional aid amounting to about $ 11 billion
'"' per year.

10. m ten years of activity, the MULPOC had, in spite of those
-deficiencies having to do mostly with its limited resources, fully

carried out its assigned mission. It had for a fact promoted sub-

regional co-operation among the countries of West Africa and instituted

a constructive dialogue among the various intergovernmental organisa

tions at the.^ame time as it helped to rationalise and harmonise their
activities.

19. in conclusion, the Executive Secretary reaffirmed his

conviction that the ad hoc Committee set up to review the mandate of

the MULPOC and to redefine its scope of activity, would be able to

chart the most appropriate ways in which the MULPOC can best fulfill

its mission and help to realize the objectives and aspirations of

member"States of the subregion on the one hand and assist with the'

implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for Africa's

Economic Recovery and Development on the other hand.
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Statement by the Executive Secretary of ECA on the

Implementation of the United Nations Programme of

;; . Action for African Economic Recovery and Development

1986-1990 and Follow-up Mechanism.

20. The Executive Secretary said that agenda item 4 was his oral

progress report on the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery UPPER). The report was still being prepared

for submission to the ECA Conference of Ministers and OAU Summit of

1S87. He stressed the need for all African countries to co-operate

and to intensify their efforts in implementing APPER at national,

bi and continental levels.

21"; s. He briefly outlined the various activities to^be initiated

by the countries in order to effect long term economic policy reforms,

achieve food self-sufficiency and establish food security systems at

the. subregipnal level. He urged member States to organize roundtables

and consultative group meetings at the national level and underscored

the need to collaborate in combating desertification and promoting

the exchange of information at subregional level.

22. He welcomed the fact that the World Bank's latest appropria

tion to the IDA Fund reached $ 12.4 billion with 45 Per cent of

this fund allocated to Africa and appealed for continued dialogue

with international donors. He further mentioned the series of planned

international conferences and activities at the continental level

aimed at sustaining the on-going economic development effort.

23. He concluded by stating that detailed report describing the

progress made in the implementation of the United Nations Programme

of Action for Africa's Economy Recovery and Development will be

presented to the ECA Conference of Ministers in April 1987.

He ended by stating that :

(i) an international conference on the economic

recovery and development of Africa would be
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organized at Abuja from IS to 19 June 1987

by ECA, OAU, ADB and some United Nations

Agencies ;

(ii) a conference on the human dimensions of African's

. economic recovery policies and measures would

be organized in Libreville by the United Nations

System ;

(iii> a congress of African scientists will be organized

at Brazzaville from 25 to 3.0 June 1987.

24. • - After the statement of the ECA Executive Secretary, many

participants expressed the current concerns of member. States concerning

the follow-up, and implementation of the United Nations Programme of

Action for African Economic Recovery and Development at the National

level.

25 • T**e main problems raised had to do with the discouraging if

not disappointing attitude of the international community with regard

to

(i) the implementation of APPER ;

(ii) the implementation of drastic structural adjustment

programmes which, given the efforts made to repay

and service debt, eliminated any possibility for

economic growth among the African countries.

This had led African Countries to mobilise virtually

all their domestic financial resources(national

savings) and external resources (foreign reserves)

together with grants, subsidies and in cases loans

what have been borrowed on market terms to service

their debt ; .. ■ .

<iii) the inadequate and unsuitable food surplus storage

.^facilities for coping with the excess grain output

of 1985 and 1986. The situation called for concerted



(iv) the virtual lack of information among member

States on what measures the international

community had taken to implement the United

Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery.

26. after detailed discussions, the meetings recommended that
it would be needful for the countries to co-ordinate their efforts

and act collectively in monitoring and implementing Africa's economic

recovery programme. By so doing, they would be exerting greater

pressure on the international community by demonstrating Africa's
preparedness to honour its commitments.

27. in this connection, a network of information should be sot "
up among the African countries in order to share national experiences

with the international community and to institute an open and

thoroughgoing dialogue on these issues.

28. Following these proposals, the meeting decided that the
member States should effectively lobby the international community,

the IMP and the World Bank in order to secure an improvement in the
conditions for repayment of their external debt.

29. The MULPOC and the IGOs should reflect in their respective
work programmes the element of assistance to member States in food

storage because it is becoming clear that every country should have a

food security plan on the basis of which a subregional strategy for
food self-sufficiency will be built.

Report of the Ad hoc Committee set up to review the!

mandate of the MULPOC and to redefine its scope of

activity

(Agenda item 5)

30. The Head of the Togolese delegation in his capactiv as Chairman
of the Ad_hoc Committee, gave the main outlines of the zero-draft -paper
prepared by the MULPOC secretariat and consisting of four essential "
elements :
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- an analysis of the economic situation of the subregion ;

"the assessment of the work record of the MULPOC ;

- the review of the mandate of the MULPOC with regard to

member countries and with regard to intergovernmental

organizations ; ■ ■■ ■

- the conclusions and recommendations.

31• After naming the members of the Ad hoc Committee (Cote

d'lvpire, Gambia, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo) he'went on to

give a brief but comprehensive, commentary on the various paragraphs

of the report to which the Ad hoc Committee had made amendments.

The amendments had to do with the following issues :

. - increasing the. MULPOC's resources in view of the

magnitude of its work programme ; ■"■-..

- strengthening the staffing position of the MULPOC by

the redeployment of staff from ECA substantive Divisions

to the operational organs under a decentralization

exercise ;

- defining priorities and sectors which should be included

in the work programme of the MULPOC, with particular

reference to the implementation of the subregional

component of the United Nations Programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development ?

- phasing out over the medium term the MULPOCs assistance

to West African Intergovernmental Organizations ?

-holding biennially the meetings of the MULPOC policy

organs and setting up an evaluation, and monitoring Committee

of Officials r; .-.-■;

- seeking comprehensive ways of reviving member State interest

by establishing in every country an office to liaise

between the Governments and the ECA/MULPOC '

■3£: -. The Chairman of the Committee ended his; statement hf reading

out twp recommendations relating to the seeking of more substantial

financing for MULPOC activities.
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33. After detailed discussion of the contents of the Ad hoc

Committee's document, in particular the proposals, conclusions and

recommendations, the Council of Ministers adopted the report of the
Ad hoc Committee.

34. with the adoption of the report of the Ad hoc Committee,
the Council of Ministers agreed to meet every other year instead, of
yearly so that :

(i) the MULPOC's programming cycle would be better
..,,,. synchronised with that of RCA ; "

": ; ; <ii>- the MULPOC would have the time to implement the

biennial work programme activities and to mobilise

the necessary funds ;

(iii) more countries would be able to take part in MULPOC

meetings more effectively at ministerial level ;

(iv) the member States and ECA can better cope with

the preparation and holding of the annual meetings.

35. For the purpose of monitoring the implementation of the work
programme and to help find solutions to any problems that the MOLPOC

may encounter in this event, the Council decided to set up a monitoring

and evaluation Committee that would meet every:year at MULPOC Head

quarters. This Committee would be composed of nine members, including

the four elected officers of the Council. The other members of the
Committee would be designated by rotation.

36. The MULPOC and Niger are required to submit to the next
MULPOC meeting planned for February 1988 in Niamey draft rul~s of

procedure for the evaluation and monitoring committee.

37. These decisions will be submitted to the forthcoming ECA
Conference of Ministers for purposes of information.
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38• Participants underscored the assistance that the MULPOC was

providing to the IGOs. The issue merited particular attention and

before such assistance was phased out, it was deemed advisable for

member States to make sure that the IGOs have set up a co-ordinating

structure that would foster integration at ,the community level.

39. Regarding the allocation of financial resources to the MULPOC,

the Meeting recommended that UNDP should continue to assist the

MULPOC by granting resources out of its regional funds. In addition

to that, when pledging to the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development, member States should tie the entire amount or part of it

to the financing of the MULPOC work programme. .

Consideration of draft resolutions and the 1988-1989 work

programme submitted to the Tenth Council of Ministers by

the Tenth Meeting of the MULPOC Committee of Officials

(Agenda item 6)

40. The Chairperson of the Committee of Officials briefly

presented the draft resolutions for consideration and adoption by

the Council. The resolutions,- as amended and adopted, can be found in

Annex: 1.

Preparation for forthcoming meetings of ECA

. „ -..■.:-■■ -■"■'• " ( Agenda item 7)

41. = The secretariat informed the Council of the series of meetings

which will be held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in April 1987, namely :

■': (a) Seventh Meeting1 of Experts and Ministers of

■ = ■ ■■'-' African Lfeast Developed countries, 9-11 April 1907 ;

(b) Eighth Meeting of the Technical Preparatory Commit

tee of the Whole, 13-20 April 1987;

(c) Regional Technical Committee onPADIS,15-16/4/19P»7 ;

(d) Seventh Conference of Ministers of the African

Least Developed countries, 21 - 22 April 1987 ;
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(e) African Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the

Integration of Women in the Development Process,

10 - 14 April 19.87 ;

(f.) Twenty-Second Session of the Commission and

13th Meeting of the Conference of Ministers

23-27 April 1987 ;

(g) Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the Pledging

of Voluntary Contributions to the United Nations

Trust Fund for African Development, 25 APril 1937.

Date and place of the next Meeting of thg mtilpqc Council

of Ministers

(Agenda item 8)

42. The Head of the delegation of Senegal proposed to the Council
that his country would like to host the 11th Meeting of the HULPOC.
policy organs.

43. Participants accepted the invitation by acclamation. The
Meeting will be held at Dakar, Senegal in February 1989^

Any_other business

(Agenda item 9) . :

44. There was no discussion on this item.

Consideration *nd adoption of the report of'the Meeting

(Agenda item 10)

45. The Council considered and adopted after amendment the report
and the resolutions attached in Annex 1.

Closing Session (Agenda item 11)

46. The following statement were made to bring the Tenth Meeting
of the MULPOC Council of Ministers to a formal end. They were :



■ ...14

-■.-1. the vote of thanks to Captain Thomas SANKARA, Chairman

of the National Council for the Revolution, to his

Revolutionary Government and the People of Burkina Faso

%] which was read by the Togolese Minister of Planning . anc*

Industry ; .

: -: the final communique read by the Director of the Niamey-

based MULPOC ; ■;

,: - the closing remarks- by-the Executive Secretary of ECA ;

- the closing statement of the Minister for Foreign Affairs

and Co-operation of the Revolutionary Government of

Burkina Faso. .

47. In his closing remarks, the Executive Secretary of ECA

renewed to Captain Thomas SANKARA, Chairman of the. National Council

for the Revolution and President of Faso, his deep appreciation for

all the care and attention that participants had enjoyed throughout

their stay in Ouagadougou.

48. He went on to underscore the importance of,the*decisions

taken by the Tenth Meeting of the Council, in particular the review

of the mandate of the MULPOC and the final support that member States

intended to provide.

49. He ended by recalling the forthcoming meetings to which ECA

was inviting all member States of the subregion in order to continue

the dialogue that had been initiated in Ouagadougou.

50. In his closing statement, the Burkina Minister for Foreign

Affairs and Co-operation first commended the Committee of Officials

for the excellent work they had done and the secretariat for the

quality of the reports and documents presented. After reminding parti

cipants that the MULPOC was a choice instrument for consultation,

co-ordination, reflection and action in the process of economic integra

tion, he called on it, to serve also as a tool for thinking out and

taking concerted action within the West African subregion.
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' H6/ent °"ofthe n / MS gratificat-» that the coincidence
of the Ouagadougou noting with the Tenth anniversary of the MULPOC
haa provided the occasion to review its ^^ ^^^^ ^ oc

shortcomxngs an, to adopt recommendations ^^^ ^

effective « fostering subregional co-operation.

52. Before declaring the Meeting closed, he thanked the officials
of the MULPoc, the secretariat ana the interpreters for their aed.ca-
txon. Then on behalf of Comrade Thomas SANKARA, Chairman of the

IZZa\CTCil f°r thS R-olution, President of Faso and also on
C°U"try'S Pe°Ple -d evolutionary Government, he wished

a saft return.
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ANNEX I

RESOLUTION 1

Integration of Women in Development

The 10th Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC

for West Africa held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on 16 and 17
February 1987.

Recalling resolutions 535(XX) and 579 (XXI) on Women and

Development in Africa, adopted by the 10th and Uth Meetings of the

ECA Conference of Ministers ;

Bearing in mind Resolution 9 adopted by the 9th Meeting of

the MULPOC Council of Ministers held at Lome, Togo, in February 19SS

calling for part of the contribution of member States to the United

Nations Trust Fund for African Development to be allocated to the

women's programme of the MULPOC ;

Determined to preserve and to build on the gains that the

women of West Africa have made during the United Nations Decade for
Women ;

gP.Pscious of the need for all members of society to parti

cipate responsibility in development efforts and for an oquitable

sharing of the benefits accruing therefrom ;

1. Requests the Governments of member States to implement

in practical terms the recommendations of ECA Conference of Ministers
resolutions 535(XX) and 579(XXI),

2. Ur^es the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Administra

tive Secretary-General of OAU to do everything in their power to

ensure that the ECA and MULPOC Women's Programme is financed out of

the regular budget of the United Nations,
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?^i?r3.1s UN-DP; to continue providing technical anrf

financial assistance to tM EC* and MDLPOC women's programme during
tht, 4th programming cycl. 19.17-1991 ;

.: ". .Sj^meatji ,thv Director of. th.. MULPOC for W^st Africa to

report on the implementation of this rt-coram<?ndatian to the 11th

Meeting of th- HULPOC Council of Ministers.



RESOLUTION 2

Review of the Mandate of the MULPOC and Redefinition

of its Scopo pf Activity

The 10th Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC

for West Africa, held on 16 ,and 17 February 1987 at Ouagadougou,

Mqallina Resolution 11 on the establishment of an Ad hoc

Committee to Review the Mandate of the MULPOC and Redefine its Scope

of Activity ; ........

Considering the report of the Ad hoc Committee set up to

Review the Mandate of the MULPOC for West Africa and to Redefine its

Scope of Activity ;

Having adopted the proposals contained in the report of

"tfte Ad hoc Committee ;

Recommends : .:..--.,■

1. That the United Nations Development Programme should ■:

continue providing assistance to the MULPOC by granting resources out

of its regional funds ;

2. That member States should allocate a certain percentage

of their voluntary contributions to the United Nations (fruat Fund for

African Development to the MULPOC. , , . .: . .-.■.<■.■. ;



RESOLUTION. 3

High-Level Meeting of Animal .Husbandry and Veterinary

Officers in West Africa

The 10th Meeting of the Council of.Ministers' of the MULPOC

for West Africa. hel<3 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on 16 and 17

February 1987, ,.
I r ; I ■

Considering.the vital importance of livestock in African

economies especially in achieving food self-sufficiency and food

security ;

Considering also the conclusions and recommendations of tha

study on subregional co-operation in the manufacture and distribution

eradication of animal diseases

Aware of the serious consequences of the critical African

animal health situation especially for the pastorialists living in

areas most seriously affected by drought, desertification and killer

disease.

Convinced that efficient animal health services and delivery

systems would enhance greatly the overall livestock development ;

Noting that since 1978 outbreaks of rinderpest had been

reported in West Africa and that the'disease still causes considerable

losses throughout Africa ; .:.;■■'"

Concerned about the change in the strategy for the eradica

tion of rinderpest in Africa ;

Recognizing the need for effective subregional Co-operation

in the control and eradication of animal diseases to ensure sustained

production of livestock products ;
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that the subregion has the potential

to become self-sufficient in the manufacture and distribution of

animal vaccines and Veterinary drugs through effective subregional
co-operation

l- g.e.quests the Executive Secretary of ECA :

(a) to organize, in co-operation with the^Chairman
of the MULPOC Council of Ministers and tb-

President of the Association of West African

IGOs, a high - level meeting of animal

husbandry and veterinary officers as soon as
possible ;

(b) to intensify efforts to contact as many

funding agencies as possible (UNDP and EEC)

to promote and strengthen subregional co

op-ration in the production and distribution

of vaccines and drugs and for the control

and eradication of animal diseases.

2. Further requests the Executive Secretaries of CEAO

ECOWAS, CILSS, CEBV, and *he Liptako Gourma Authority to assist ir tN*

preparation and hosting of the Meeting by bearing the cost of partici

pation of two experts per country as well as the other costs of

interpretation, translation and other supporting services.

3. uraes all member States and all concerned IGOs, to
participate at a high level in the Meeting.



RESOLUTION 4

Work Programme for the Biennium 1988-1989

The 10th Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC

for West Africa held on 16 and if February 1987 in Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso , ' '

Recalling the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 ,

Conscious of the need to implement that Programme at the

subregional level ?

x- Adopts the work programme of the MULPOC for 1988-1989 j

2" gqq^ests the Executive Secretary of ECA to take all

necessary steps to ensure that the work programme is incorporated

into the ECA work programme to be submitted to the Commission's policy
organs for adoption.

y/d



/'• N N E X II

VOTE OF THANKS

Participants in the Tenth Meeting of the Council of

MxnxsterB of the MULPOC for West Africa held at Ouagadougou, Burkina
<aso, express their profound gratitude to the Government and People

of Burkina Faso for the excellent arrangements made to ensure the
success of their Meeting and for the warm and brotherly welcome
accorded to them.

Their highest admiration and encouragement goes to

Captain Thomas SANKARA, chairman of the National Council for the

Revolution and President of Faso for his unrelenting efforts in aid
or subregional co-operation.

Done at Ouagadougou

This 17th day of February 1987

The Council
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FINAL COMMUNIQUE

1. The Council of Ministers of the Multinational Prograironina

and Operational1: Centre for West Africa held its Tenth Meeting on

16 and 17 February 1987 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

2" Participating in the Meeting were Ministers and Plenipo

tentiaries from the following States : Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire,

Guinea, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.

3' Mso Participating as observers were, Banque Quest Africaine
g£-D|ye.3:qPfiement (ROAD), the African Groundnut Council (AGC), the

Cgniite._I.nter-Africain d1 Etudes Hydrauliques (CIEH), the Fonds

Africain de Garahi^^et^ds^Co^ogeraticn Econoinique (FAGACE) and

the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid

Tropics (ICRISAT).

4. Concerning the implications of the programme of action

adopted by the United Nations during the Special Session of the

General Assembly devoted to the African Economic Crisis, the Council

decided that member countries should co-ordinate their efforts by

taking collective action in the follow-up and implementaion of the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Development.To do this end, they should exert greater pressure on

the international community by demonstrating that Africa was indeed

prepared to honour the commitments it had made in order to implement

the programme at national and subregional levels.

5. After considering and adopting the report of the Ad hoc

Committee set up to review the mandate of the MULPOC and to redefine

its scope of activity in line with resolution 11 02 the Ninth

Meeting of the MULPOC Council of Ministers held in Lome, Togo from

10 to 12 February 1986, the Council decided inter alia :
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That the Meetings of the MULPOC will, as from 1987, he

held every other year ?

That an evaluation and. follow-up committee of experts

composed of officials from the countries members of the Council

Bureau of officers and of five other members will be constituted

to monitor the implementation of the work programme and meet onoc

each year at MULPOC Headquarters s. 'The draft rules of procedure of

that Committee will be prepared by Niger and the MULPOC ;

That the financial resources of the MULPOC'*Wiil be

increased through the granting of resources from the UNDP regional

fund ;

That member States should tie a percentage of their

contribution to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development

to the ■MULPOC. :

L.6.( - The Council also considered the MULPOC work programme for

1988-1939 together with the draft'resolutions prepared by the MULPOC

Committee of Offioials which met from 11 to 14 February 1987 ihir: ■

Ouagadougou, Burkina. Faso. With^regard to the work programme, the-

Council decided that the MULPGG should implement of participate in*

the implementation of the subregional component of the United Waticns

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and. Development,

Its priority sectors will have to deal with ; +;

- agricultural development and food self-sufficiency ;

- desertification and erosion control ;

- human resources development and utilisation ;

■. -■■ integration through trade f

- integration of women in development.

The MULPOC;was also to continue its assistance to West

African Intargovernmental Organisations by co-ordinati/.g the harmo

nization of i their work: programmes. : ;.
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7. The Council adopted four resolutions on :

1" The Integration of Women in Development ;
2. The Review of the Mandate of the MULPOC and

the Redefinition of its Scope of Activity ;

3. The Meeting of animal husbandry veterinary
officials in West Africa ;

4' The MULPOC work -programme for the 1988-1989
biennium.

3. The Council finally adopted a vote of thanks whereby it
expressed its profound gratitude to the Revolutionary Government and

People of Burkina Faso for their generous and warm hospitalitv it

also expressed its admiration to Comrade Thomas SANKARA, Chairman

of the National Council for the Revolution and President of

Burkina Paso for his untiring efforts to create a new climate that

would promote economic integration and self-sustaining development
in West Africa in particular, and Africa in general.

Done at Ouagadougou, on 17 February 1987

THE COUNCIL




