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Introcuction

2 series cf interrstioral corferences are planred by the ECA
in cornec.ici with the Urnited Nations Prograzmme of Action for african
Loonomic Recevery a&no Developmer:c (UN-PAAERD). 1Two of these - Africa:

The Chellenge. of Economic Recovery andé Acczlerated Development and

the Human» Dimensicrn of Africva's Eccnomic Recovery and Devslopment

- ars =scheduled to ke held in 15907,

In c¢reer to assiSt africar countries and thz anternsticnel
comrunity to fully expleit the opportunities arnd advartages cof Lhe
hfricen Prioriry Programme for Looncmic Recovery (APPER) and trhe Uid-
PAAERD, s¢ &8 ©o ensure that & iruly scund foundac:on s _l;iﬁ fox
the achievemeri of tle long-term geals of Africsr development. an
inteinational conference of experisancad Africen e¢n2o werlce exﬁerts,

officials and pelicy-makers is bheiny “siles to undertshs an 1

=
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D
"
i)

analysis of ~he necgssary cconditions, emerging rtrensds  onc furuce
(iospecta. & secont conference 15 also keing called 17 ord2: O
sensicize governments &anc oo, ioicrrationsl  comrunity to the noed
to instituie mesgures Lo protcct humar wellbeing in the jmp}gmentation
of =ixuctural acjusiment programmes end policy reform measﬁress and
te look for sclutions e the growirq. hurer problems of illiteracy,
malnutrition, health,. hagh infan. mortality, etc. on the continenc.
Cne of the adverse congeousnces enc fall-cuts of the economic crieis
in African countries is 5 azcp human vrasis, inv&lviné the aggraﬁafion
of the detericratiorn of the wellkeing cof the generality of the afracer

people.

A, The Intcrnaticral Conference on  "Africa -~ Tre Challenges of

Eocnormic  Lecovesy anc  Accelerated Development®, Abuja, Wigzria,

June 15-1%, 1%07

Oijectives

whe Conference will examine closely & number of i1ssu:s 2nd concerps

.rising from the Special Sessior and 1te cutcome, some of vhich require
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urgsnt consicevatien and furithor glaberation. Coming up exacrly a
year aftsr the adoption oi APPER. 1T will, among cther thirgs. exarrine
the emerging svidence from specific case stuclos end deglikerite on
whather the Programme is Legioning te make the ¢esirec  impact enc
what, »f any, are the constisints experienced. From tae ic¢entifiable -
trencs, i: should pe possibic 1o assess the prospecis ~Eei. Afracan
cconomic reuovery anG accelerated cevelopment ans reCORmerc  LCCEessaty

future zcii1ons,

here specificzlly, che  following  zre  the chijcatives of the

Conferences

- f¢ eritically assess the real chances for cconomic recovery
snd  mecium-term Cevelopnert in Africa, kearipg in mipd the
faco that litile economic progress was mads aon the contineit

through the 1570s and 19U0s :aspits ths zcopriocn of scakbirlization

emd structural adjustmert medsures 1nh many COUntvias.

- To examine the envirormert - hastorical, pelatical. seocial
and scientific - for Africar economic recovery -anc cevelopment
with ¢ viaw ro¢ righlighving what ckanges {policy, =ititudinal,

instituticnal, etu.) ar: neeced, anc how to bring them about.

~ T¢ make comprehensive revi.ew of UN-PAAERD with & wview to
iconiafving gaps in its diegnosis of the ®Critical lNconomic
Situation®™ in afiica and the relevance of the remedies proffered.
- Tc assess the extert of :rplemoatation of UN-PAAURD so far

2t natronzl. regional and interrational levels.

- T¢ uncirteke a re-evaluation of the overall prospects. fer .lorg-

trerm econumic development irn Rfrica.
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The: Programme

The Conference is planned in collaboration with the 0AU arngd the
#bB. It will be held in Abuja. the new feceral capital of Nigeria,

foir 5 cays, irom lionday 1§ tc 19 Juns 1%&7.

There are five main thenes: Backgrxourd to African Economic
Ezcevery ard Development; The Enabling Environment for Economic Recovery
arc¢ Developrmert; Implementation of UN-PAAERD by African Governments
and Institutions; Africa and the International Community; Trends in
African cdevelopment ané Co-operation - tc be followed with -Synthesis
and Heflections on the Challenge of Lbconomic Recovery and Accelerated
Developruent in Africa. The Conference is tc be organized into fourteen
sessioens ir all, at the enéd of which the summary of cdeliberations
will be acdopt<¢ ané -an ‘Abuja sLiatement'! ssued. 1l between the
conference sessions, there is 2 planned programme of four luncheon

addresses to be delivered by scre erinent perscnalities,

Participation at the confererce will ke of at the bighest pcssible

level, involving three main categoriecss

(i) African Governments, sub~regional and regional organizations

anc bodiess

{1i) bilstzrsl dJdonors, internstional institutions and bodies;

and

(22i) prominent incividuvals, Africans ard non-Africans, from the
universities, the public sné¢ the private :zeoctors, who have

been invited in their personal capacities.
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Expectsd curput

ihe main output from ithe conference will bhe a publicaiion of
the rccerd of proceecings which will include a selection of the papers
prezserted and summaries of the discussion ané debates. The svpnthesis

of the condlusions will he sent to the follcwing:

- UN Secreiary-General;

~ BCA conference of imiristers;

- aAl)l member States of the Commission and minlsiries of ecoromic
plsnring arc finance;

- GAU Secretacy-Generels

- President of Africer Develeoprunt Bank;

~ Deonor countries;

-

- WGD's and other international, regional an¢ sub-regional

orgarizations.

Heosting crrangements

Tke Government of the Feceral Republic of WMNigeris hes graciously
conscnted to host the Confercnce. In this comection, the CGovernment
nas agreec to. finance the local cests of the Cornference. It is alsc
in tne process of sending out formel letters of invitetion to &ll

Africen Goverpments to participrte in the Conference.

Funding

In créer to finance the exterral compornent of the costs of the
Conterence. an appeal was maze to various donor crganizations &anc
peérticipaiarg Institutions for fimancial suppert. So far positive
responses ang concrete offers of funding have bren recsived from tire
following osrganlzations: Lhe UUDP, Ford Foundarion, the Commonwealth
Secretaerias, 1D& and CIDE. Discussions c-re currenily uncerway with
ciher orgebhizations suchk as the &Africer Dzvelopment Founcation anc

the DUE.
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Respense to invitaticns

The response to invitation to the cocnference has been encouraging.
Alrost 211 the inéividuals and instirutions inviteé tc present papers
or participate in the conference have accepted our invitation. £
few of the invited pepers have in fact been receives alrecady. Lowsver,
the response of most of our Governments tc the ECA letiers cf invitation
ig still being awaiisd, bui we have little «oubt that these too will
ke forthcuming as socn as the formal letters of inviration from the

Nigeriar Government have been received.

B. The Internaticnal Confersnce on "The Human Dimension of Africa's

Economic Recovery and Developmert®, Libreville. Gabon, 12-15

Gctcker 1947

Ubjectives

pecauss of tiae scries of ecvnomic crisis that African couptries
have beer expeiiencing since the second half of the 1%70s, particularly
during the 1% 0s, there has been much neglect of the human Jdimension
in development 1in Africa. In fact the situatior has been zeverely
sggravated by the structurel adjustment measures that have been pursuzé
which emprasize shoxt-term financial and fiscal adjustment concerns
rather than long-term balarced cevelcpment. There is evidence rtlzt
such acjustmerr measures have been implemented at high humen costs
and sacrifices in terms cf cepressed levels of investmont in human
resources and con the satisfactior of human needs. Suck neglect for
the human dimension is net only counterproductive from the peoint of
view of wellbeing, but is alsc detrimental to the econcmic process
and the archieverent of the objectivos oi recovery and the establishment
of a czelf-sustained anc self-reliant dJdevelopment. There iz a need
thus tc¢ ersure that anr ené is put to such neglect anc that & certral
place is once agair accorded to the human dimension in Africs's efforte

towards eccnumic recovery and development.

T
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tiore specifically, the Conference seeks to achieve the ifollowirg

objectives:

1. To critically assess the central role that the human dimensicn
plays, both as a mears tec and an objective of development,
in Africa's efforts towards achievirg economic tecovery

end accelerated self-sustaining and self-reliant development:

F8]
.

To é&ssess trends in 2 number of African counvries as related
t¢ humar resources development and to the siandarcs of living
and analyse the offsetting actions that are required for

a broadcr and a more human-focused apprecach to adjustment.

3. To identify positive examples of sectoral 2nd national eas
well as regicnal and sub-regional actiors taken in Africa
in recent years which coulé serve as models of humen

developrernt that are werthy of being built upcn.

4, To propose practicuil measurkes at the sectoral and pational
az well as subregicnal, :regionsl and international levels
through which the strengthening and furtber develcopmsnpt
of humar capacitics ané enhancing the thumac wellbesrg
cenaitions are mede integral parts of netivnal strategies,

Flans an¢ progremmwes cf economic recovery angd 2oveloprent.

CUrganization

The Confsrznce will be orgsnized as a collective UN intsragency
effort under the c¢uspices of the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on the
Follow~up on the UN-PAARERD at the Regicnal Level. A committoe comrposed
of ECA {chairman}, UN1CEF, UNDP, FARO, 1LO, UNESCO, WHG, World Bank,
ilsF. IFAD and ADB has bkeen respensible for all aspects relazrved to
the preparaticn of the Conference, the Conference will be £folloved
impecdiately, during 1%5-20 Cctober irn Libreville. ky ECA Conference
of uinisters Recponsible for lumen Resources Developrient, FPlanning

and tilization.

T ep
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Participation

1. sfricar wiristers eané senior officials - ropcernaed  with hunar
resourcesz ceveloprent and the human d¢imension of structural
a¢justment; representatives sf African subregional, regional
ana intergovernmental orgarizations; conox countries and
crganizations; sfricap and non-African NGOs. All participants

will ¢ zxpected to cover thne cost of their participation.

2. some preominent African  anc internaticnal perconalitics will be

invited to coptribute papers in thair personal capacity.

The Programie

The Conference has six themes: (i) The Human Factor and the
Cchallenge of Recovery ant Developmenti ¢ {(ii} The Humen Crisis at the
Country Level: Country end 3Subregicnal Initiatives to Sustain the
Euman Dimension Inspiie of tre Icepomic Crisis; (iii)} 7The Human
Dimensicn cof Africa's Eceroric Crisas: The Impact on the Vulnerable
Groups in African Societies; {iv) -Structural AdJjustment Haasures
ard liacro ans¢ Secioral Human Dimensicns; {v) Long-term Development

-

and Structural Change :n Efrica: wanpower Develcpment Requiremanys
and Utilization; and " (vr) Short- hedium- and Long-term Support for
the Human Dimension: the Role of the Interrnaticonsl | and Regiconal
Craanizartions, NGOs and the Privaie sSacicr. Eleven S€5510NS axre plahnad
in all, &t the end of which = Wy ibhreville Statement on the‘ Human

Dimension oi Africa‘’s Ecopnemic Recovery and Development® will be

adopted.

Expected utput

The main cutput of the Cenference will e the publication of
Lirreville Stavsment on the Human Dimension to Africa's Economic

Recovery an¢ Development and the proceedings of tne Conference. These
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will be mace available te tht following:

- ECA Conference of Gninisters Respcnsible for Human Resources
Development, Plannina and Utilization (1l€-2C October 1907,
Libfevalle,'Gabcn!:

- Uﬁ Secretary—ceneral;

- ECZ Conference of hinisters;

- L.ember States né Tini

]

trics concerned with human resources
cdevelcpment and the human cimension of structural adjustment;

- &1l UN agencies and organizations;

- QAU Secretary-Generzl

- President of the African Development Bank;

- Donor Ccounirles

- KGGs ang other international, reqgional

W
3
o)

sub~regional
cryanizations;:
- instituticns eof highear iecrrming in  Africa ard specialized

research ané manpower development instituticons.

Hosting Arrengements

The Governmant of the Republic of Gabon has gracicusly censented
tc host the Interhaticnel Conference on the Human Dimension cf Rfrica's
.Egcnomic=Recobary an¢ Drveloprent as well as the Conference of iinisters
Responsible for Human Resources Planning, Develcpment anc Utilization

and to finance the local coste cf the Conference.
Funding

The UNDP hes agreed to provide funds to support the participatiopn
of the experrs who will comtribute =znd present papers :nd to cover
part of the cost c¢f the organization cf the Conference an¢ the
publication of its proccedings. The participating ageﬁcies will zlzo
procvide funds and other forms of support for the Conference. Other

sources of funding are zlsoc being solicited.
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Responge to Invitations

The response to invitations to contribute papers to the Conference
has Leen very gratifying indeed, Almost all individuals and
crganizations that hLave been inviied to present papers or participate

a2t the Conferenc have responcded positively.

A e



