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Introc uction

A series cf international conferences., are planrtd by the ECA

in connecaoa with the Unitsc Nations Programme of Action for African

Lccnomic Recovery eno Development (UN-PAAERD). Two of these - Africa;

The Challenge of Economic Recovery and Accelerated Development: arc"

The Muma* Dimension of Africa's Economic, Recovery ant1 Devglcpn-er.r

- arr scheduled to be held in l';^7.

In oil er to assist African countries arc. ti.s internet iona!

cotPiruni ty to fully exploit the opportunities ar.-e at van ages cf tfie

Africci: Priori ty Programme for Economic Recovery (&PPER) anc tr-e- UU-

PAAERD, so as -o ensure thai, a * ruly bounc foundacion is iaic- for

the achievement of tire lcrrq-Term goals of Africar: development, an

intemationdl conference cf experienced African t-na wcrlc' experts,

officials &nd policy-makers, is be iny -.dleo to ui:UertaKe an indepch

•analysis of -hs necessary cenci t ions, emerging troros c.nf; fu'rure

I;.'; ospect^. A Eeconc" conference j-.s also being calltc i7 oicoi to

sensitize governments anc :r>t i^scriationel cor;irur.ity to the nrec

to institute mpasurec to protect humai wellbeiog in the impleinentation

of structural acjusvrrent programmes and policy reform measures., and

tc look for solui:cns tc the growirg hurran problems of illiteracy,

malnutrition, health, high infan, mortality,- etc. on ths contincni;.

One of the adverse consequences ere fall-outs of the economic cri sis

;n African countries is a ose-p hum?:?, crisis, involving tht- aggravation

of the deterioration of the wellbe? no cf che generality of the Africer

people.

A* The International Conference on "Mi"j.cf-,., ~ T^g Challenges of

Eocnoiruc r^ecoyc-. y anc Accelerated DevelopmeQ^'lj Abuja, tjiqer j.e,

June 15-1S, IS.,7

Objsctivss

The Conference wj.ll ezanJne closely & nuirbfer of issu.s and concerns

-rising fzoir- the Special Session arc- its outcomef some of vhich require
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urgant consideration and furihci elaboration. Corring up exactly a

year after the adoption or APPER- ic will, among ether things, exarine

the ercnrging evidence froir specific case studies end deliberate on

wrather rhe P^ogtamirc is beginning to make :bs cesirec impact enc

what, if ary, -:re the? constraints experienced. From t.»p icentiftable

Irenes, ic shoulc1 be possible ro ^sess the prospects fci African

economic recovery anc accelerated cieveloproenr anc reconanerc" necessity

future act ions.

here specifically, the following are -he objectives of the

Conference;

- To critically assess the real chances for economic recovery

end ire tiurc-term cevelopniert -in Africa, fccar_xrg in mind the

face t-hat liti le economic progress was .m?cV on the contine it

through the lC70s and ISlOs :.fspits th? scoptjon of scabilizai-ion

sncl structural aejustmert measures in r.any countries.

- To exsirii/.ti the envirorrricnir. - h.xstoricslr political, social

and scientific - for African econciric recovery anc development.

wnh c- vk'h re highlighting what changes '-(policy, s-ttitudinal..

insiituticnal, etc.) ar; neee'ec, enc how to bring them about.

- To ffiake comprehensive review of UN-PAAERD «/ith s view to

jcc-ntifying gaps in its oiagnosis of the "Critical Economic

Situation" in Africa and ;he relevance of the remedies proffered.

- Tc assess the extent of :,irpleir,cntation of UN-PAAKRD so far

al notiopc-1 ■ regional and international levels.

- Tc uncLTtt^e a re-evaluation of the overall prospects ■ for lorg-

cerir ecor'f-ir'ic develcpirrn^* ir\ Africa.
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The Programme

The Conference is planned in collaboration with the OAU and the

ADB. It will be held in Abuje. the new federal capital of Nigeria,

foi 5 cays, from lionday 15 to 19 Juna 19G7.

There are five main themesj Background to African Economic

Recovery and Development; The Enabling Environment for Economic Recovery

are Development; Implementatior of UN-PAAEKD by African Governments

and Institutions; Africa and the International Community; Trends in

African development and Co-operation - to be followed v.it:i Synthesis

and Reflections on the Challenge of Economic Recovery and Accelerated

D*velopr-.ant in Africa. The Conference is to be organized into fourteen

sassiens ir all, at the end of which the summary of Deliberations

will be adopt', c- and an 'Abuja huatement' issued. In between the

conference sessions, there is e planned programme of four luncheon

addresses to be delivered oy scrne eminent personalities.

Participation at the confererce will be of at the highest possible

level, involving three main categories:

(i) African Governments, sub-regional and regional organizations

and bodies;

da ) bilateral donors, international institutions and bodies;

and

Uii) prominent individuals, Africans and non-Africans, from the

universities, the public and the private sectors, who have

been invited in their personal capacities.
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Kxpec t eo cu::put

The F.ain output from the conference will be a publication of

the record of proceedings which will include a selection of the papers

presentee* ant summaries of the discussion and debates. The synthesis

of the collusions wall be sev-t to 1 he fo.Ucv;ing;

- UN Secretary-General■;

- ECA conference of ninisters;

- AiJ member States of the Commission and n>inisi rles of ecororr.ic

planning ar-o finance;

- OAU Secretary-Generals

- President of African Development Bank;

- Donor countries;

- IjGO's and other international.. regional and sub-regional

organ!zation£ -

Hocting arrangements

The Government of th^ Federal Republic of Wigerio h^s graciously

consented to hos'c the Conference. In this ccn;ection, the Government

;-ias ugreeo to finance the local costs of the Conference. It is alsc

in tn.e process o£ senc'ing out formal letters of invitation to all

African Governments to participate in the Conference.

Funding

In order to finance the external component of the costs of the

Conic-rence.7 an appeal vss iw^e to various donor organizations arc

pci ticipaLir.cj institutions for financial suppo.-M:. So far positive

responses and cor ere t e offers of funding have been received f rcir. tne

following organizations; 'die. UWDP^ Ford Founder ion, {he Commonwealth

Secret aria -, L'xDP, ancJ CIDh* Discussions ore currently underway with

c'.ner organizations such as the /if ri car; D--:velopmenr Founoat i on and

the D^E.
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Response to invitations

The response to invitation to the conference has been encouraging.

Almost all the inci victuals anv instirutions invited to present papers

or participate in the conference have accepted our invitation. A

few of the invitee papers have in fact been received already, however,

the response of most of our Governments to the ECA letters cf invitation

is still being awaited, bui: we neve little fioubt that: these too will

be forthcoming as soon as the formal letters of invitation from the

Nigerian Government have been received.

£. The International Conference on "The Human Dimension of Africa's

Economic Recovery and Development", Libreville. Gabon, 12-15

October 1917

Objectives

Because of tite scries of pcenornic crisis that African countries

have beer, expel aencing since the second half of the lS7Qs, particularly

during the ISL'Os, there has been much neglect of the human d intension

in development: in Africa-. In fact the situation has been severely

aggravated by the structural adjustment measures that have been pursued

which emphasise short-term financial anJ fiscal adjustment concerns

rather than long-cerm balanced, development. There is evidence rl ?t

such adjustment measures have been implemented at high human costs

and sacrificed in terms of depressed levels of invsstip-int in human

resources and en the satisfaction of human needs. Such neglect fcr

the human dimension is not only counterproductive froir the point of

view of wellbeing, but is also detrimental to the economic process

and the achievement of the objectives of recovery arc" the establishment

of a self-sustained anc self-reliant development. There is a need

thus to ersure that an end is put to such neglect anc. that « central

place is once again accorded to the human dimension in Africa'c- efforts

towards economic recovery and development.
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More specifically, the Conference seeks to achieve the followirg

objectives:

1. To critically assess r.hr central role that the human dimension

plays, both as a means to and an objective of development ,-

in Africa' s efforts towards achieving econorric recovery

and accelerated self-sustaining ana self-reliant development;

2. To assess trends in a number of African countries as related

to human resources development and to the stand&ros of living

and analyse the offsetting actions that aie required for

a broader and a more human-focused apprcach to adjustment.

3. To identify positive examples of sectoral sne national as

well as regional and sub-regional actions taken in Africa

in recent yeais which could serve as models of hunts n

develcprrer<L that are worthy of being built upcr;,

4. To propose practical measures at the sectoral anc rational

as well as subreqional, region*1 and international levels

through which the strengthening and further development,

of human capaci ties anc enhancing the human wellbsirg

conditions are jnee'e integral parts of nriional strategies,

plans and programmes cf economic recovery and development.

Organization

The Conference will be organized as a collective UN intrragency

effort under the auspices of the UK Inter-Agency Task Force or. the

Follow-up on the UN-PAAKRD at the Regional Level. A committee composed

of ECA (chairman), UN1CE*1, UNDP, FAO, ILO, UNESCO, WHO, Wor 1q Bank,

IiiF- IPAD and ADB has been responsible for all aspects reared to

t.Ne preparaticn of the Conference. Ihe Conference will be follor/ed

inancdiatfly, during 1G-20 October in Libreville, by EC/ Confererce

of ministers Responsible for human Resources Devcloprr;ent, Planning

and Utilization.
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Participation

1. African ministers and senior officials concerned with hurar.

resource;. development and the human dimension of structural

acjustmc-Jt; representatives of African subregion.il, regional

anc intergovernn.en.tal organizations* Conor countries and

organiunions; African anc non-African HGOs. All participants

will be expected to cover t*t cost of their participation.

2. Some prominent African and international personalities wi 11 be

invited to contribute papers in their personal capacity.

The Programme

The Conference has six themes* (i) The Human Factor and the

Challenge o± Recovery anc Development; (ii) The Human Crisis at the

Country Level; Country ana Subregicnal Initiatives to Sustain the

human Dimension Inspit* of the Economic Crisis? (iii) The Human

Dimension cf Africa's Economic Crisis-. The Impact on the Vulnerable

Groups in African Societies; (iv) Structural Adjustment Measures

and iiacro an<? Sectoral Human Dimensions; (v) Long-term Development

and Structural Change m Africas manpower Development Requirement

and Utilization? and (va ) Short- Medium- and Long-term Support for

the Human Dimension., The Role of the International . anc Regional

Organizations, NGOs and the Private bccccr. Eleven ses.xons are planned

in all, at the end of which a "Libreville Statement on the Human

Dimension of. Africa's Lconorrir Recovery and Development" will be

adopted.

Expected Output

The it.* in output of the Conference will be the publication oi

Libreville Statement on the Human Dimension to Africa's Economic

Recovery anc Development and the proceedings of tne Conference. Thsse
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will be ir-ace available tc th? following:

- bca Conference of ministers Responsible for Huir.an Resources

Development, Planning and Utilization (16-20 October 1907,

Libreville, Gabon)?

- \}l) Secretary-General;

- EC/1 Conference of hinjstcrs;

- i^eiobe^ States «nd rranistncs concerned with human resources

development and the human dimension of structural adjustment?

- All UN agencies and organizations?

- OAU Secretary-General

- president of the African Development Bank;

- Donor countries

- KGGs an. other international, regional *nc- sub-regional

organizations °,

- ,nsvitui.io,s of higher learning in Africa and specialized

research and manpower development, institutions.

Hosting Arrangements.

The Government of the Republic of Gabon has graciously consented

tc host the Interhsticnel Conference on the Human Dimension cf Africa's

Economic Recovery and Development as well as the Conference of H,nistcrs

Responsible £cr Huiran Resources Planning, Development and Utilization

and to iinancs the local costs of the Conference.

Funding

The UNDP has agreed to provide funds to support the participation

of the experts who wall contribute and present papers and to cover

part of the cost cf che organization of the Conference anc the

publication of its proceedings, The participating agencies will £lso

provide funds and orher terms of support for the Conference. Other

sources of funding are ilso being solicited.
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Response to Invitations

The response to invitations to contribute papers to the Conference

has Leen very gratifying indeed. Almost all individuals and

organizations that have been invited to present papers or participate

at the Conferenc have responded positively.


