' DOCUMENTS OFFICE % =1
| — 5 ;

FILE COPY) T =535

E/CNa14/567/Adds1

NO TO BE TAKEN OUT E/CNe14/WPe1/50/84d1
OAU/TRAD/49/Add W1
UNITED NATIONS 8 February 1973
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ORICINAL ¢ ENGLISH/ TRETCH

ECONOMIC CCMMISSION FOR A¥RICA
CRGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF AFRICAN TRADE PRCMOTION ORGANIZATIONS

TABLE OF CCONTENTS

Page

PREAMBLE - = = = = = = = = m o= o o = = = - 1
ARTICLE I - Establishment of the Association — =~ - 1
ARTICLE IT -~ {bjectives and Functions = =« = = l-2
ARTICLE IIX — Membership + = — = = =~ = = = =~ 2
ARTICLE IV ~ QObligations of member 3tates —~ = = = 2 -3
ARTICLE V - Status, siructure and organization of the 4

Assoclation = —~ & e e o m e - 3
ARTICLE VI ~ The General Assembly — = = = = = = 3 -4
ARTICLE VIT ~ Sub~regional Conferenceg — = = = = 4 =5
ARTICLE VIIT —~ The Secretariat - = ~ = = = = « - 5
ARTICLE IX - National Associations = = = = ~« - 5
ARTICLE X ~ Amendments = -~ = ~ = = e e a e 5
ARTICLE XI. ~ Deposit and sighature-—- = = = =~ =~ = 6
ARTICLE XII — Suspension, withdrawal and cessation of

membership « = = =+ - = o o = 6
ARTICLE XIII — Dissolution of the Association— - = - 7
ARTICLE XIV ~ Arbitration - - = = ~ = = - o - Y
ARTICLE X¥ - TFinal Provisions = = = = e - - - 7

H13-393







E/CN.14/567/4ddel
E/CN.14/¥P.1/50/Adda1
O4U/TRAD/49/5dd1

. PREAMBLE

The Governments on whose behalf this Constitution is signed :

Havine regard to the advaﬁfége far the rezion to be derived from the
effective and continuous exchange of 1nformatlon and co--ordination of
activities in the field of trade promotion ebne01all, as regards intra-

African trade,

e i At bl 18

organlzatlons have to play in the economic development of the regiong

- Recognizing that the creation of an Asseciation  of African Trade
Promotion 01 Orﬂanlzaulonq for the study, discussion and prometion of

Afrloan trade ‘matters uould best serve these purpeses

Have ag reed as follows @

ARTICLE T

Establishment of the Association

1. The Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPQ).-
(hereinafter referred to as "the Association") is hereby established
and shall operate and be governed accerding t6° the prov151ons of this
constitution. .

2o The Association shall operate under the aegis of'the Ofganization
of African Unity and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africae

ARTICLE I1

Objectives and Functions

le  The main objectives of the Association shall be to foster contact
and the regular flow of information and communication between African
countries in trade mutpers and to a531st in the harmenizetion of the
commercial policies of African countries in order to promote intra-—
African trade,

2 The Assoclation shall serve as a mractical instrument for the
promotion of trade and investment particularly within Africa,

Ia For the purposes sef ount in paragranhs 1-and 2-of thls.Artlcle the'"
Association shall: ‘ :
(é) prov1de fo* meetlnbs of the A30001at10n and its organs;

(B) assist member otatea to establish natlonal trade pronotlon
organigations or a50001ut10ns,

(c) assist member States in the strengthenlng of thelr exlutlng trade
promotion organizations or associations:
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- : - ‘ . |
,(d) promote the exchanse of ideas and experience in +trade promotion
- generally and 1ntra~Afrlcan trade in partlcular- -

(e) assist African Governments in the formulation of trade policies
' condu01ve to trade exchanges and increased intra-African trade;

(f)_ make reconmendatlons t0 memher ‘tates on various aspects of
ﬁfrlcan trade-

(g)' formulate a code of commerolal conduct to be observed by member
States

(h) assist in organizing sub-regional trade informetion centres for
the dissemination of trade information among member States;

(i) arrange contacts and organize meetings.for African businessmen
‘concerned w1th 1ntra~Afr1can trade and its.various aspects- and

-(j) “do all. such other tilng° as Uould enable the As3001atlon io achleve
' its objectives, - :

T SR ARTICLE IIT

Membership

ls - Membership of the A38001at10n sh¢1l bc open to all African 3tates thCh
are members of the Organization of African UnltJ and-the Unltea Natlons
Economlc Comm1081on for Africa. . o ,

2e¢ For the: purposes of ‘this Constitution. a member State shall de51~nate
from wlthln ¢ts territory the . organlzat1ons concerned w1th trade promotlon
from which. 1t shall be represented. In designating such’ organizations,; a
member State shall take into account the desirability of designating as
many organlzatlonq a3 possible so as to ensure the. representation ¢f the.
various- oroanlzatlons {that are commltted to. the ﬁevelopment of .intra~ -
African trade,.

3@ : Membershlp of the Assoclatlon shall be acqulred 1n accordance w1th
the provisions of Article XV of this Consiitubtion.

ARTICLE IV

Obligations_of member States

1.  Member States shall co—-operate in every way ¢ as to assist the
Association in achieving its objectives. They shall in particular:

(a) facilitate the collectlon? exchange and dissemination of
information;

(b) submit all necessary reports and information 1o the competent
organs of the Association;

(c) make available training and research facilities on such terms and
conditions as may from time to time be agreed with the appropriate
organ of the Association;
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(d) make available perscanel on such conditions as may be agreed
with the approprizie orgen of the Association; and

{e) pay their annual coniributions ss assessed by the General
hssembly and such special contributions as may be determined
hy the General Assembly.

ARTICLE V

Status, structure and organization of the Azssociation

Lo .To enable it to achieve its purposes and o perform its functions,
the Association shall in accordanc with the laws of the country where its
headquarters is estanllshed seck and acquire legal capacity to acqulre,
hold, manage and dispose of land and other property, enter into contracts,
accept and make loans. grants, “1fts and contributions, und to sue and be
‘sued. : :

2, The organs of the Association shall be:
(a) the.Géneral Sssembly and itz Bureau;
(b) the Sub-regional Conferencess
(c) the Secretariat;
(d)__the Wational Associations; and

- (2) such other bodies as aré established by the General Assembly and
the Sub-resional Conferences:

ARTICLE VI

The General Assembly

1. The General Assembly shall consist of the representatives of all member
States; provided however that each mémber State shall have only one vote at
the meetings of the General Assembly.

2a The General fAssembly sheil meet once in jvo years in regular session
~and emergenCJ sessions may Le convened in accordapce with rules made by
the General Assembly-

3o The General Assembly shall elect from amon; st its members, its
President, two Vice-Presidents and a Ramportexr who shall also tonether
form the Bureau of ilie General Lasembly -

4 The General Assembly shall:
(a) determine the general policies of the Associationg

(b) determine the contributions of member States in respect of the
expenditure involveﬂ in the running of the affairs of the
Association and its subsidiary bodies;

(c) consider and approve the snnual reports on the aciivities of the
Association and the accounts of the Association;
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(d) congider and approve the draft programme of work and the draft
budget of the Association; B )
.l,(e) determine the conditions of admission of associate members and
' observers of the Association; and -

(f) consider and adopt rules and general directions governing the
activities of the Asscociation and its subsidiary bodiesa

5a The General Lssembly may establish such subsidiary organs that it
deems necessary.and may delegate any of its functiong. 1o an organ.of the
Association. 7 _ - _
3% :Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General Assembly
shall- prescribe its own rules of procedure- including those for convening
its meetings, the conduct of such meetings, and the gquorum and voting

. thereat and for the dissemination of the report of its meetings.

Te The Bureau of the Jeneral Assembly shall under the direction of the
President: -

(a) consider the annual reports on the activities of the Association
and the accounts of the Association and submit them to the
General Assembly for approval; '

(b) consider the draft programme of work and the draft budget of the
Association and submit them to the General Assembly for approval;

(c) consult with the Secoretariat on actions that may be undertaken
by the Association or its organs in furtherance of the objectives
of the Association; and

(d) within the limits of the programme of work and the budget
of the Association, review, direct and co-ordinate the
activities of the organs of the Association.

ARTICLE VIT

Sub-regional Conferences

o le . & gub-regional éonference-shall consist of the representatives of
the member States within a sub-region of Africa as def'ined By the United
Nations Hconomic Commissicn for Africa, .

.2, A sub-regional gonference shall among other things
(a) oversee the implementation of the decisions and policies of the
General Assembly concerning its sub-region;

(b)f be resrponsible for the obtaining and dissemination of commercial
intelligence concerning the trade of the member States of its
sub~region;

(c) teke decisions on matters concerning its sub-region and members
States of its sub-region which are not inconsistent with the b
decisions and policies of the General Assembly;
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(d) establish such gubsidiary bodies as it deems necessary for the
carrying out of its functions; ang

(e) have such other functions and responsibilities as may be
determined or delegated to it by the General Assemblys

3s A pub-regional conference shall elect its officers and prescribe

its own rules of procedure; provided however that each member State of a
Sub-regional Conference shall have only onec vote at a meeting of a Subwreflonal
Conference.

3

ARTICLE VIII

The Secretariat

1. The General Assembly may establish a .Secretariat of the Asscciation
ahd prescribe its funcitions, Until such a Secretarici is established, the
Africa Trade Centre of the United Nations Economic Commission for Afrlca
and the Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity shall JOlntly
constitute the Secretariat of the Association,

2 The Secretariat of the “93001at10n,unen establlshed, ‘shall have such other
functions and responsibilities "gs the Bureaw of the General Assembly may determine.

ARTICLE Ix

National associations

le A natiounal asscclation shall be organized on a broad basis in

gach member State and shall be the organ of the A58001at10n throubn which
the services and other activities of the Association relating to the
member State shall be considered, oh%nnpllea and co-ordlnateau

25 A national association shall also act as the cenire for information
about the activities of the Assodigtion in & member State and shall have
such other functions as the General Assembly may determine, :

ARTICLE X

Amendments
La This Constiitution may be amgndéd by a two-thirds majoriity at a

meeting of the General Assembly. Member States who are not repreésented

at such a meeting may signify their votes in writing or by proxy§ ...
provided however that this Constitutien may not be amended unless & wrltten
notice of a proposed amendment shall have first been given to all the member
States at least three months before the meeting of the General Assembly

at which such a proposed amendment is to be considered.
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ARTICLE XX

Denosit and Signature

1. This Constitution of which both the English and French texts are
equally authentic shall be deposited in tvo original ceopies one witk
the Administrative Secretary—{eneral of the Organization of African
Unity and one with the Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa.

24 The original copies of this Constitution in both the Bnglish and
French texts shall remain open uniil 31 August 1973 for signature on
behalf of the Governments of the African States referred o in Article III
of this Constitutione

3e The Depositaries shall jointly transmit certified copies'df“%ﬁis
Constitution to all member States. g

ARTICLE XII

Suspension, withdrawal, and cessation of membership

l..  Any member State which persisfently fails to fulfil any of its .

obligations under thisiConstitution may be suspended from membership

of the Association by the General Assembly on such terms as the General
Assembly mey determine. S :

2e Any member §tate may withdraw from the Association after.the .
expiration of one year from the dete on which it acquired mémbership
of the Association by giving a written notice of its withdrawal

to the President of the.General Assembly who shall forthwith inform
all members of the Association and the Secreiariat of the receipt

of such notice of withdraial and shall transmit the originals of such
notice of withdrawal to the Depositaries. ’

e Withdrawal from the Association shall become effective one year
from the date of receipt by the President of the General Assembly of

a notice of withdrawal:s Provided that during the period of such one

year a member State withdrauving from the Association shall nevertheless
remain liable for the discharge of its obligations incurred under the
provisions of this Constitution. _
4e Any member State which fails to fulfil its obligations incurred =~
under the provisions of Article IV of this Constitution within twe years
from the time when such obligations should haverbgﬁn fulfilled, shall
ipso facto cdase to be & member State zt the end of such two yearsa.

4
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ARTICLE XITI

Digsoclution of the Associatbion

1. The Association may be dissolved by a resolution to that effect
carried by a two—thirds majority at a meeting of the General Assembly.

2a The General Assembly shall appoini a Committee for the purpose of
liquidating the assets of the Associatione.

ARTICLE XIV

Arbitration

1. Any dispute arising between member States concerning the provisions of
this Constitution shall be settled in accordance with this Article.

24 Any trade dispute arising between persons one of whom has his
registered place of business in the territory of any of the member States
may by agreement between such persons be sebttled in accorance with this
Article, Provided that such a disvute must first have been referred to
the Assoclation by the Naticnal Association of the member State in which
a party to the dispute has his registered place of business,

3« Yhere any matter is submitted for settlement wnder the provisions of
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article each party to a dispute shall nominate

one person to serve on a Board of Arbitration and the itwo 80 nominatéd

shall nominate a third persons fo act as Chairman of the Board of Arbitration
and in the case of disagreement on the nomination of such third person,

he shall be selected by the President of the General Assembly from a Panel

of Arbiiration established by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE XV

Final provisions

la This Constitution shall enter into force upon twelve of the
signature on behalf of CGovernments of African States referred fo in
Article III of thig Constitituion,

2e After entry inte force of this Censtitution any of the African States
referred to in Article III of this Constitution may accede to this Constitution
upon conditions that shall be determined by the General Assembly,

IN WITHESS HEREQCF the undersigned being authorized by thelr respective
Governments have sipned this Constitution on the dates appearing under their
signatures.

DONE a‘t B‘l.l!\"Uﬂﬂ'.lIﬂil'ﬂoDOG@H.ﬂl.t..l!..thiS nenﬁ‘.ol-&.ellday 'Of
aooleooooon-tuooeoos:nuoﬁ-no--onﬁl97seooaiﬂ t1o Original COpiES in the
En#lish and French languages both of which are egually authentic.
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