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Introduction

l. The Symposium on Intra-African Trade held at Nairobi from 28 February to

3 March 1972, after considering Part C of resolution 222(X; of the First Con-
ference ol Ministers of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, which
inter alia, states that "efforts should be made by the Africa Trade -Centre to
establish an association of African trade promotion organicatione., sach as an
association of exporters', the background paper on "Assoociation of Africas Trade
Promotion Organizations” (E/CF.14/WP.1/39; OAJ/TRAD/30) and the views cf the
sixth ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Trade and Development or that paper, decided

to set up a Preparatory Committee with the following terms of reference:

(i) %o drew up a draft constitution for the Asscoistion imcluding ac
glaboration of its aims and objectives, functions, membarship, orga-
nizatior and financing; ‘

(i1) to elaboraie the steps to be taken for the sotting—up of the
Association and making it operative;

(iii) +to obtain support for the Association from national and regional
organizations concerned with the development of trade;

(iv) to report to the Ministerial Meetings of ECA and OAU;

(v) to arrange for the inaugural meeting of the Association after con-
© sideration of iis report by the Ministerial Meetings referred to in
(iv) avove. U SR -

2. The symposium elected the following countries to the Preparatory Conmittee:
Mali, Nigeria (West); Chad, Zaire (Cemtral); Morooco, Sudan {Nerth); Kenya and
Zambia (East), The Preparatory Committee had a preliminary meeting at Nairobi .
on 4 March 1972. The notes on the Preliminary Meeting are a%tachsd to thie
report as annex I,. : : ‘

Agenda item 1 - Opening of the meeting

3. The first meetingi!of.the Preparatory Committee wae held in Addis Ababa-from
5=7.July 1972, and was opened by the interim Chairman, Dr. D. Olatunbosun, :
The following were present: Kenya (Mr. i.K. Injitia), Mali (Mr. Modibo Diallo),
Morocco (Mr. Abdelaziz Bennis), Nigeria (Miss HoA. B. Balogu s Dr. Dupe Olatunbosun
aad Mr, Thebom Egedo), Sudan (Mr. Ali Khalifa) and Zambiez [ire C.M. Tswi). In
addition Camercon (Mr. M.M. Tchinda), Central African Ropublic {Mr. Jose Maria
Pehoua), and Togo {Mr. Alexandre Akakpo) attended as oheervers. o

Agenda jtem 2 -‘Flection of officers -

4« The meeting elected Dr. Dupe Olatunbosun (Nigeria) af Chafrnan, Mr, Akdéiazié
Bennis {Morocco) 88 Vice—Chairman and Mr, C.M, Iiwi (Zambia) as Rapporteur.
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Agenda jtcem 3 — Adoption of the asenda and organization of work

5« The followihg agernda was adopted:
1. 0§Ening of the meeting S o o c . : - -

2. Election of officers ‘
. 3. " Adoption of the agenda and organlzatloncf work ¥

4e Preparatory work for the formation of .an’ A35001at10r of African
' Trade Promot;on Organizations:

(a) Consideration of document §/CN.14/WF. 1/39/Rev¢1, QA /TRAD/38 /Rev.1l
" on the "ASSOClailon of Afr1can Trade Promotion Organizations";

(v} The drafting of the articles of the A85001at10n/Const1tutlon of
the proposed Association; .

{c) The elaboration of the steps to be taken to complete the setting-.
up of the Association.

5. Any other business
6, Adoptlon of report

6. On the Buggestlon of the Chairman, the Commlttee adopted a work programme
which enabled it to complete the work in a 81ngle session.

éggnda item 4 - Preparatorx,work for uhe format1on of an Assocxatlon of Afn;=§g
Trade Egomo*;on urganlzatlons

(a) Cons;derailoA . of documert E(CN,IA/UP [39{Rev 1. OAU/T RAD[}B[Rev.

on the "Asscciation of African Trade P“omotlon Ox ganizat1ons"

7. The Committee considered document E/CN. 14/dP 1/39/Rev.l 0AU/TRAD/38/Rev.

on thé "Association of Afrlcan Trade Promotion Organization”. The debate )
covered-essentially the aims; objectives and functlous of the Association, its
membersghip, its status, structure -and organlzatlon ‘and the financing of its

- operations. The various conclusionis’ reached are embod1ed in the draft articles .
of Assoclatlcn/Conqtltvtﬂon attached o Annex 11 to this report . '

8. However, there viere 'some decisions Whlch could not find adequate expression
in the draft articles of Association/Constitat;on. The first concermed the
financing of the operations of the Assoolation., The Committee reviewed the.: ,
point made at the Nairobi Symposium that "contributions should be restricted to
member countries to avoid outside interference’. ;/ The Committee confirmed the
view that member States should make adequate financial resources available to -
the Assoclatlon, but added that other sources of financing, including aid-giving
organizations countries, should be explored, provided that assistance would be

accepted only from sources that were certain not to interfere with the affairs
of the Association.

1/ Parégraph 45 of document E/CN.14/WP.1/39/Rev.l, OAU/TRAD/38/Rev,
Apsociation of Axrlcan Trade Promotion rganlzatlons)
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9. Concernlng the provisiun of secretarial assistance to the Association during
the early stages of its development (Artiele VII of the draft articles of
Aasoclat¢on/00nst1tutlong representative of UNECA secretariat explained

that this would place a great burden, both in terms of finance and manpower,

on the ECA Africa Trade Centre. 1% was agreed that the. Association would strive
to reduce such a burden to managea.'ble proportions by, for example,; providing
travel funds and strengthening existing staff.

10, Although no provision was made for A35001a$e membership in the draft.
Artlcles of Aasoclatlon/Const1+ut10n, it was the consensus that encouragement
ghould bYe given to observers from the various mulbinational African organisations
concerned with the development of intra-African trade, whether dmreotly or
indirectly. ‘ .
(b) The drafting of th&_artlQlﬂﬂ_ﬂfdéﬂﬁﬁglgilQﬂlQQHEiiﬁE&lQH_Qﬁ____
ngngggi_égggglgiagn

11, The Commitiee establlahed a drafting group conslstlng of the Chairman.
_(Pr. D. Ola.hm'bosun)g the Vice—Chairman (Mr, Abdelaziz Bennis), the Rapporteur -
ZMr “Coife Itwi) and the delegate from Mali (Mr., Modibo Diallo) to draw up

the articles of Assoclatlon/constitution of the proposed “Amsociation of Afrlcan
Trade Fr omolion Organizations'.

12, The draft prepared by the drafting group embodying the various points of
agreement reached by the Committee during the consideration of item 4(a) of the
agenda was’ submitted to the Committee, It adopted the draft after some
amendments, The drait is attdched to this report as annex II.

(o) Theelaboration of the steps to be taken to melete the se‘ttinmp_
of the Assoc;atlon

13, The Comm_1t1;ee discussed further steps to be taken to complete ‘the
setting—up of the Agsociation and adopted the following "Action Programme"s:

(i) The Chairmen to forward to all QAU /ECA member Governments the report .
of the Preparatory Committee and the Draft Constitution. asking for
support for the formation of the Association in order to make it opera-—
tive by 1973; and requesting them to make an effort to interest all the
major organlzatlons concerned with trade promotion in their countries

to participate 1n the Assoc1at10n,

(ii) The Chairman acconpanled by a- menmer of the secretariat to present S
the report of the Committee and the Draft Constitution to the:

(a) Seventh FCA/OAU Joint Meeting on Trade and Development to be
held in September 1972; (b) OAU Conference of Ministers to be
held in January 1973, and (c¢) ECA Conference of Miristers to
be held in February 1973;
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{#11)7 Membera of the Committee and the observers who were present at its °
ek meeting were requested to canvass their Government's support for the "
Association and the Drafi Constitution and to give publicity to the’ N
cutcome of the meeting, the significande of the Association the ~ -
" important role it stands to play not only in promoting intre—Africen Y
trade, but also in increasing the rateé of development and fostering
a. sense of unity among all African countries. ' ’

and tne Drafi Constitution et all mestings convered Ty them, in order
16 create a genéral awareness in'all African conntries and make them, |
conversant with the progress baing made towerds the formation of the.
Association, ‘

(iv) ‘The ECA and 04U secretariats to disiribute the report of the Committée’

R

(v) The current Chairman of the Assembly of Heads or State of the OAU
should te informed of the vrogress made ad requested t5 seek support
for the Asscciation in his officigl tour of Africin ceuntries;

(vi) " The 04U mecretariat to make,airangeﬁenté to obtain necessary'signafﬁrbs
for:the'cdnétitution during the Heads of State Meeting in May 19733

(vii) Following the endcvsement of the Committees report and the Draft
Constitution by the Ministerial Meetings referred to in (ii) above,
"and subject to obtaining the requisite number of eignatures oz the ..
Constitution, a}réngements_are to be made for convening ke inaugural .
meeting of the Aesociation in October/November 1973; o

(viii) The Chairman in consultation with the secretariat to draw up - the
¢ provisional sgenda for the inaugural meeting. ‘The agenda is to be
circusaied Yo all uembers of the Comnilte Ffor coumauts b2fore veing
finalized, : -

Agenda item 5 — fry_other tusiness

14. There was no other business to b2 dealt with under this item of the agenda
in view of the exhaugtive discussions under item 4(c) of the aeandn, '

Agonda item 6 — Adopbion of report
15. The Committee havirg zgreed on the points to bé inclvded in ifs report,

decided that the Rapporieur should Grafi and clear-it with the Chairman before
it was finalized ’ C - '




E/CN.14/567
E/CN.14/WP.1/50
OAU/TRAD/49
Anmex I

ANNEX I: THE PREPARATORY COHNITTEE”ONTTHEnFORMATICﬁ CP AN ASSOCIATION
OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTEON: CRGANIZATDURS

Notes on the Committee's Preliminary Meeting
held at Nairobi on 4 March 1972

Following the election of Mali, Nigeria, Chad, Zaire, Morocco, Sudan,
Kenya and Zambia to the Committee by the All Africa Symposium on Intra-Africa
Trade on 2 March, the Committee held a preliminary meeting on 4 March to map
out its strategy of work. The following were present: Mali (¥r. Modibo
Diallo), Nigeria (Dr. Dupe Olatunbosun), Ziare (Masele-la-Lobato), Kenya
(Dr. B.B.M, Xegunda) and Zambia (KeG.J, Mabaso).

t of officers

The Committee decided to postpone the election of officers to its first
meeting. Msanwhile, Nigeria was selected as an interim Chairman to enable
the work of the Committee to proceed without being hindered by formalities,
Dre Dupe Olatunbosun therefore presided over the preliminary meeting,

Dateo end place of meeting

The Committee decided to hold its first meeting at Addis Ababa for five
days towards the end of May. '

Representation and finance

Since representation was to be at Governmental level, it was agreed that
each Government would bear the travel and subsistence expenses of its rep—
resentatives, The ECA, with the co—operation of the OAU, would he responsible
for the expenses of servicing the meetings of the Committee.

Documsntation -

For the first meeting of the Committee, the ECA Africa Trade Centre was
requested to revise the paper (B/CN.14/WP.1/39, OAU/TRAD/38) which was discussed
at the symposium to take into account the various views expressed at the
symposium. The document should be sent to the Governments concerned in good
time so that it could be studied fore the meeting.

It was also agreed that the meetings of the Committee should be closed,
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ANNEX-I1: DRAFT ARTLCLES OF A»SOCIATION CONSTITUTION OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION O?GANIZATIONS

PREAMBLE

The GOVEfnments on Wh05e~beha1f %hese artiéles‘are:signed'

E x;gg regard to the advantage for the region to be derived from the
effective and continuous exchange of information and co-ordination of

activities in the field of trade promotion especially as regards intrar~
African trade;

Reqosmizipg that the creation of an Associstion of Africon Tiade Fromo— -
tion Organizations for the study, dlscu351on und pronmtlun ui African trade
matters would sexrve these- uurposes,

Being aware of the slgnlflcant role that Afrlcan trade promotlon orga—
nizations have to play in the economic developmemt of the region;

Have agreed ag follows:

ARTICLE I

Establishment of the Assggiation

1. The Association of African Trade Fromotion Organizations  (AATPO) -
(hereinafter referred to as ™he Association") is hereby established and
shall operate and be governed according to the following pr0v1szons.

2. The Association shall operate under the aegis of the Grganlzatlon of
Afrlca? Unity (0AU) and ‘the: United Natlons Economlc Comm1581on for Afr1ca
{UNECA), e .

ARTICLE IT
Objectives and functions

1, The main objectives of the Association shall be to obviate the lack of " -
contact and regular flow of information and communication between African
countries in trade matiers and to assist in harmonizing the commerc1al pollclea
of Afrlcan countriea in order to promote 1ntra—Afrlcan trade.

2, The Association shall serve. as a practlcal 1nstrument for. the promotlon
of trade and 1nvestment as a whole._

3. For-the purposes ‘set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article the \
Association shall have to: -
(a). Provide for meetings of the Association and its organs;
(b) Assist member States in their efforts to establish national trade
promotion organizations or associations;
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(e) Assist member States in the.étrengtheniﬁé of their trade promotion
organizations or associations where they already exist;

(d) Promote the exchange of ideas and experience in trade promotion
generally and intra-African trade in partiqular;

K]

(e) Assist'African Governments in the formulation of trade policies .
conducive to trade exchanges and increased intra—African trfdg; “

(f) Make recommendations to members on various aspects of African
trade; o ‘ . '

(g) Formulate a code of commercial conduct to be observed by members;

(h) Assist’ in.organizing sub-regional trade information centres for
The dissemination of trade information among members; '

(1Y Organize contacts and meetings for African businessmen concerned
with various aspects of intra-African trade. ' :

ARTICLE III
Definitions
For the purposes of this Articlesof'Aséociation/Constitution:
(1) "Pergon' MEaNS sese
(2) "The Association'means e... i
(3) ."The Sub-regional Conferences" mean «se.
(4) "The National Association" means enee
(5) "Bureau" means ..e.

. - * ‘ - N I}
(6) For the purpcee of paragraph 2 of this article "persons" means a person,
persons, group of persong; a company, a corporation or an institution
possessed of legal capacitye.

ARTICLE TV
Membershig '

l. Membership of the Asgociation and its sub-regional conferences shall
be open to all African States members of OAU/UNECA and each member State
shall designate within its territory the organizations concerned with trade
promotion from which its representation shall be drawn. In doing so each
member State shall take into account the need to involve

2+ Membership in the Association shall be acquired in accordance with the
provisions of Articles XI1, XVI and XVII
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ARTICLE V

Obligations of members

1.  The members .of the Association shall co—operate in every way so as
to assist the Association in-achieving its objectives. They shall in particular:
(a) PFacilitate the collection, exchange and disseminafion of information;

(b) Submit all necessary reports and information to the competent organs
of the Associationj

"(q) Make available training and résearch facilities on such terms
and conditions as may from time to time be agreed with the
appropriate organ of the Association; :

ﬂ(d) Make available personnel on such conditicns as may be agreed with
) the appropriate organ of the Associationjand

(e) Pay their annual dues as assessed by the General Assembly and such
special contributions asmay be determined by the General Asscmbly.

ARTICLE VI

Status, structure and orsanization of the Association

le To enable it to achieve its purposes and to perform its functions, the
Association shall in- accordance with the laws of the country where its head-
quarters is established, seek and acquire legal capacity in order to acquire,
hold, manage and dispose of land and other property, enter into contracts,

accept and make loans, grants, gifts and contributions, and to sue and be
sued. .

2e The organs of the Association shall be:

(a) the General Assembly;

(b) the Secretariat;

(¢) the Sub-regional Conferencea;
(d4) the National Associations; and -

(e) such other bodies as are established by the General Assembly and
the Sub-regional Conferences,

_ ARTICLE VII

The General Assembly

le The General Assembly shall conéiét of thelrepresantaiives of all member
States, o S
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2, The Geﬁera.l Assembly gshall meet once in two years in regular sessipno In,
addition emergency sessions may be convened in accordance with- rvles -made by -
the General Assembly, ‘

~-3s The Goneral Assembly shall elect ome Presidenmt, two Vice-Presidents. and.
cne Ranporteur, : '
‘4. The Censral Assembly sha_.lli . , e r
(a) determine the shere' of member States in the expenses involved in
Tunning. the affairs of the Asgociation and its subsidiary bodies;
o Yy AR o ) Lo REETNE P 'I;‘lg s i
(b} considér and approve-reports on the activiticsof the
and the accounts of the Association;
(¢) "consider and approve the programme of work and the;bﬁdgefmof*thai
Association; and I i -

‘Association

——

—

(d) conmider and adopt rules and general directions governing the
. ‘activities of the Association and its subsidiary bodies.

5. Bubject to*the provisions of these articles, the General Asuembly
~-8ball prescribe its own rules of procedure including-those for convening

ite meetings; for the conduct of i%s business, and the quorum necessary ‘
for voting thereat and for the dissemination of the report of its meotings. -

6. The buréau of the Genéral Assembly under the dirsction of the President
shall: SR A .

(2) consider the draft programme of work and the draft budget of the
. Asrociation and submit them to the General Assembly for approval;
(v) consider the annual report on the activities of the Association ‘

and the accounts of the Association and submit them to the General
Assembly for approvel; .

(c) consult with the Secretariat on actions ihat’ way be undertaken by the
Associaticn or its organs in furtherance of the aims of the Association;
and '

(a) within the limits of the programme of work and the budget of the
. Association, review, direct end co-ordinate the activities of the
_ organs of the Association., .. o . o :

ARTICLE VIII

The Secgretariat

The General Assembly may provide for a pernanent secretéﬁr'ia;to " In the -
interim the Africa Trade Centre of the United Nations Economic Commission for-

Africa and the secretariat, of the Organization of African Uniiy shall constitute

the secretariat of the Association.

e




E/CN.14 /567
E/CN.14/WP.1/50
X OAU/TRAD/49
Annex II

Page 5

ARTICLE IX

Sub—regional conferences

: Each’ sub-tegional conference conslstlng of members of each reg1on of _
Africa -as défined by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa shall
meet at least onée ‘a year. The sub-regional conference shall function as
an operational arm of the Association and be responsible for those subjects
pertaining to the sub-regions. One of the primary responsibilities of the
sub-regional ‘conferences shall be commerc:.al intelligence and trade informa-
tionrelatedto the promotlon of trade among members.

ARTICLE X
ational jatjon

" Broad-based Nailonal Associations ahall be organlzed by member. States to
act as an arm of the Associdtion and as the fopal point, through which the :
affairs:of each Stete represented in the Association shall receive adequate o
attentlon. :

ARTICLE XI .

Amen dmegts

Amsndments and add1t1ons to these artzcles may be ratified by a two-th1rds
majority at a meeoting of the Associa%ion, provided that notice of such
amendments or additions is given to members.at least three months before the
meeting at which the amendments or additions are to be cconsidered. Members
who are not present at this meeting may signify their votes in writing or
by proxy.

ARTICLE XIT

Sismature éng deposit

1, These articles deposited with the Administrative Secretary-General

of the Organization of African Unity and the Executive Secretary of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa shall remain open until 31 August 1973
for signature by the States referred to in Article IV,

2. These articles of which both the English and French texts are equally
authentic shall be depositéd in twd originals with the. depositaries who
shall transmit certified copies to a11 members of the Association.
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ARTICLE XIII

Suspension, withdrawal, and cessation of membership ‘

l. 4hy member of the Association which persistently fails to fulfil any of -
its obligetions under these articles may be suspended from membership of tye
Association by the General Assembly on such terms ‘as the Geheral Assembly 1
may deiermine; -’ - ol ‘

24 Any member of the Association may withdraw from the Association after
the ‘axpirdation of one year ‘from the date on which it acquired membership

of the Association by giving a written noticé ‘of its withdrawal to the
President of the General Assembly who shall forthwith inform all members

of the Association and the secreteoriat of the receipt of such notice of with-
drawal and shall transmit the originals of such notice of withdrawal to the
depositarios.

3»" Withdrawal from the Association shall become effective one year frem the
date of receipt by the President of the'General'ABéembly'pf a notice of with—
drawal, provided that'during the’ period of such“ohé’year‘a'm@mbep of the ' |
Association withdvewing from the Association ghall -néverthéless remain liable
for the discharge of its obligations incurred under the provisions of these’
articles. - ’

4e  Any member of the Association which failg to fulfil its obligations incurred
under the vrovisions of Article V within two years from the time when such

obligation should have been fulfilled, shall ipso facto cease to be a member - -
of the Association at the end of such two years, .

o ARTICLE XIV

Dissoiuticnwof‘the Association

1. The Association may be dissolved by a resolution to that effect carried
by a two~thirds majority of the General Assembly.

2. The General Asgembly shall appoint a Committee for the purpose of liquida-
ting the assets of the Association. . : ‘ S
. . ARTICLE XV - v

Arbitration -

l. Any disyutefarisiné in connexion -with these provisions shallFBé settled . °
in accordance with this-article: - . : ' : S )
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2. Any trade dispute arising between persons one of whom has his registered
place of business in amy of the African States members of the Association

may by agreement be settled in accordance with this article provided the
dispute is referred to the Association by one of the National Associations
concerned. '

~

3. Where any matter is submitted for settlement under the provisions of
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article each party to a dispute shall nominate
one perscn to serve on a Board of Arbitration and the two so nominated shall
nominate a third person to act as Chairman of the Board of Arbitration and
in the case of disagreement on the nomination of such third person, he shall
_d___h,lx»4mﬂ£xﬂxxf%n~the President of—the Association from a.Panel of Arbitration
i established-by-the Association.

ARTICLE XVI

Entxy into force

These articles shall enmter into force upon acceptance by 12 of the States
referred -to in article IV, h

ARTICLE XVIT
- Agcession

Any of the States referred to in Article IV may accede to this Artioles
of Association/Constitution upon conditions that shall be established by the
General Assembly. ‘

IN WITNESS HEREOF the undersigned being duly authorized by their respeotive
States have signed-these articles on the dates appearing under their signatures.

DOIm at CABGt OO RIORIIOIRSAIARNRNRIBOTERDARYS this LA AR ENEENERENEEFENNNENN] dw Of
svesbssesecsscavcansene 197 soe in two copies. in the ,Engliﬂhaa.tﬂFrenoh la.ngua.-
ges both of which are equally authentice. '






