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-_l;:_ The Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa, sponsored jointly )

by the Economic Commission for Africa and the Organizgtion for African
Unity under their respective resolutions ZT&B.(VII)eand,TRC/RES/;;Z,
met in Addis Ababa from 7 to 12 March 1966.

Purpose -

2.1' The purpose of the 301nt meetlng was threefold.

(1) 4o review the exigting or planned natlonal networks from
. the viewpoint of potential needs rather than past iraffic |

- (i1) - to determine & realistic programme covering the following

-phases:

(a} +the completion of the pre-investment Work7a1ready begun
~ and its follow-up with a physical survey which would
produce plans and speclflcatlons of the equlpment required,
}together with cost estlmates._ The survey would in ad-
dition include 1nvest1gatlon ef any spe01a1 pronlems

of operational and tariff matters,

(t) the setting out of a training programme which would ensure
" the sucocéss of the operatior of the netﬁbrk;"ﬁhrough .
paying particular attention to the training of personnel
for all aspects of the plamming, administretien,rinétal-
lation, maintenance, and ogération of the network, The
programme Would encompass‘the setting up of national
schools for advanced and specialized training and pro-

vide for the uralnlng of 1nstructors for these schools.

(ili) to 1n1t1ate negotlatlons for LlﬂﬁﬂClng the scheme through 7
the Afrlcan Development Bank. | :
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Organimation anpd Attendance : A

3 The meetlng was attended: by delegates ‘From the ‘followinhg 34 ‘members
and assoclate ‘mefiber Statess -Algeriay Burundl, Cameroon, Central
African Republlo, Chad,-uMu Republic of Conizo, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Dahomey, Ethiopia; Eguatorial Guinea,wprandé,*daben,=Ghana;1
Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Niger,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Slerra Leone, Somalla, Spaln, Sudan, Togo,
Tunisia, Uganda, Uhlted Arab Repuhllc, United Klngdom, Upper Vblta

and Zambia. The International Telecommunications Unidn (ITU) was
représentéd by-a‘delegatlon foou:,'led by the Deputy Secretary—General.
Obgervers from the East African CommoniSerVices Organization (EACSO)

also attended the meeting.. A list of participants is attached. -(Annex 1).

4. At the first plenary session the following officers ‘were slected
(Agenda Item-2):

Mr, B. Adm3551e (Ethlopla) as Ghalrman,

Mr A. Amranl (Algerla) and Mr. G C. Okoll (ngerla) as First and

S@cond Vlce*Chalrman reSPectlvely9 and -

Mr. G.S. Davies (S1erra Leons ) and Mr, L. Dia (Senegal) as
) Rapporteufs.

5., - A DPrafting Committee of flve, comprising the follow1ng was
aeiectedy
" Mr. P.T. Debrah (Ghara), =
Mrs H,-Ben'Cheikh“(tunisia),
Mr. Mzengou (Gentral African Republic),

and the two rapporteurs.: The Commlttee elected as 1ts Chalrmanv

H Ben Chelkh.

6. Follow1ng the adoptlon of the Agenda, (Annex II), the meetlng
decided to establish two Gommlttees, which Would meet s1mu1taneously
and deal with certain items on the Agenda. Items 5, 6 and 8 of the

Agenda were allocated to Committee No.l; and, Ttem TIto Committee No.2.
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Ttem 4 of the agenda wes reserved for dissussion in the plenary seassion,

together with the reports of the fwo sommittees. -

Opening Ceremony

7.  Mr, G.L. Pognon, Assistant Secretary-General of the OAU, opened
the meeting.on‘7:March 1966, with a welcome %o the delegates on bebalf
of the Organization of Africen Unity and the Beonomic Commission for
Africa. ‘Ehe Head‘of the Ethiopian delegation read a message from His
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia (Annex III)}j

and welcomed the delegates (Annex IV). Mr. G.E.A. Lardner, a member

of the secretariat,. ¥ead a statement on behalf of the Executive Secre-
téry.(ﬂnnex;V).- W¥r, M. ¥illi, Deputy Secretary-General {ITU) aleo
ad&fesséd:the-meetiﬁg (Annex VI).  The meeting then reassembled in its
first plenary. session %o proceed with the eleciion of offioers-aﬁd'disa

cuss the organigzation of ite work.
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. Agenda Item 4

Genersl Review of Activities in the field. of

Telecommunications

8. .In reviewing the work of the OAU Trahsport and Commﬁnicdﬁion
Commission, Mr. Pognon reminded delegates of the plans drawm up,

at the Cairo Meeting in 1964, and the dscisions and recommendations
adopted.  The programme adopied at that meeting had not been impléménfed
because only a few countries were prepared to place experts at the dige
posal of the OAU secretariat, and even when job descriptions were sent
t0 - countries no experfs W@f@'fbfthoOming.* The OAU would take advantage
of any:-offer that may still be made’ by member States, and take note:

of the projects that were required, and of the stage reached in the

implementation of the- proposals adopted &t the Calro Meetlng.

Do The ECA secretariat then put twoe p01nts before the meetlng for

gtudys

(1) Method of procedure for implementation of the Rome and Dakar
 Plans; and,

(11) Sources of financing.

It was suggested that, on the guestion of Tinancing, the approach
should be not in the form of a request for aid, but more as an offer
of countries opportunities to the advanced couniries, for profltable
businesg relations. Unquestionably the need for developing telecom—
nunications in Africa was urgent, and the primary purpose of the mécte

ing should be to devise the ways and means,

10, Sdme delegates complained that circulars sent to member States,
presumably through government channels, often reached PTT Administra—
tions after a long delay, whilst other circularg were never received,
It was recognized that the problem experienced by the ECA and the OAU
would be obviated if each government would empower the secretariat to
transmit copies of documents on technical issues direct to their PTT

Administration.
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1l. It was peointed out th&t response to reguests by African countries
for bilateral aid was not always encouraglng and; in that: ‘in some oases,
surveys made by ITU experts of country reguirements were never folleowed
UDa For this reason mekbep countrles were not always to blame for the
lack of sustalned progress in the establishment (development) of tele~

communloatlons.

12. It was noted that if each country would report the causes of dead—

lock to the ECA an endeavour could be made o remedy: fhe situation.

13, In rev1ew1ng the factors which had impeded progress in the improve—'
ment of the internal (domestic) links of member States, the following

were noted %o be the most common:
(1) Lack of experts to underiake studles,
(2) Lack of personnel,
(3) Lack of finance.

14. The role of ITU in. tralnlng personnel was recognlzed but the pro-

blem of securlng flnance for developuent remained.

15, The Deputy Secretaryhueneral (170) outlined the kind of assist-
ance that the ITU is competent to gjve. Thig includes study groups,
experts, fellowshlps, m1s31ons and tralnlng._ He sald that ITU could

not help w1th the questlon of financing., ITU was ready to help in

other areas requlred for the realization of studies, experts, training,
etc. He said’ that since the Montreux Conference, ITU had been empowered
to have experts at Beadquarters to deal promptly with all questlons

cutside flnanclng.

16, The ECA’ representatlve stated that while the mecretariat lacked
funds for providing direct agsistance in eptabliching network, it coula
be the 1ntermed1ary 1n making financial arrangements with bilateral
agencieg to fa0111ﬁate the implementation of projects. For example,
the Uhlted States of America, had indicated willingness +to extend
specific kinde of assistance on request. It remained for member coun—

tries to determine their requirements.
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17  The Assigbant Su-zot amsral L0ATY oy "gh that - uhe OAU &FG

ECA could heln » countries pré sented their plans prcper yg

The African Development nad declared its intention %o cow nem;;»‘n -
ite opewation by invesii in Telecémmunicatioms'Progects. Tde Q&J
had developed ves With the dfrisen Deve lopment Bank_ =

and advauiage ool of thig relationship if menmber countr¢eb

nrnﬂ1~L¢ intasve

18.

in the oifer of agsistance by

uld bS'ﬁapped; aven

sunh pro = Jack of technical

- provide esperis, on-a ghonle

cGuld pel“}"'
term basis oz an inderim meagure. In addition, training which was

going adainiztration could alse be solved in

this way on 8 shonteshorn

it wvag reporied that some schools had

been established in some Fraonchespeaking countries. in Africa, and a

technical e;ubauLoxdl i WaE nOW ﬁequd¢ea 1n one of the Inglish-
speaking ‘eountrise in West Africaglooaued in ngerla or Sierra Leons.

=)

or Iiberia or &

19. The la-k of servicesg on the Coutinent and the .

dependeﬂcy'ﬁpon o es for inrormation about Africa was
stresaed, and the iradesunsy of lecommu; cation fecilities was stated
0 be bhampering the woih 0f collenting 1nrormaiion,_ ITU/RCA and QAT

=)
were exhortsd v efforts +Ho onable member countries

te reeline the ob
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Report of Committse No.l to the Plenary Session

20. Committee No.l had been appointed to deal with the following items
on the agenda. o ' : ' '

(a) Item 5s PenﬁAfrican Network Plan proyoeals.
(b) Ttem 63 Implementatlon of the Panyﬁfrlcan Eetwork.
(o) Item 8: Financing.

21, The Commitice met from & to 11 March 1966 under the ehalrmanahxp
of Mr. G.C. Okoll (Nigerie), the second v1ce—preeldent. The Committes
pad before it documents B/CN.14/TEL/2 - OAU/TEL/2 and E/CN.14/TEL/S -
OAU/TEL/S It wes assisted by two working' groups which etﬁdied and
nade- recommendations ox speclflc questlons relatlng to PanwAfrloan

telecommunlcatlons network 'and to flnan01ng.

22. 'The Commlttee first of all, rev1ewed 1te terme of reference and |
agreed to group together in sequence ‘the main pr0posals contained in’
documents E/CN.14/TEL/2 and TEL/S so as to facilitate diSoussion, The

conelisions reached by the Commlttee are set olt below.

National networks and links with neighbouring countries

23.h The Committee referred to the Plar Commitiee Meeting and agreed
that” 1t is: the responsibility of individual countries to 1mplement the

projects’ Técommended in this plan.'
Resolution No.l which is zttached to this report was adopted.

Panrﬁfrican Ne twork

24. It was agreed that the establlehmenf of an efflolent and modern
panPAfrlcan telecommunlcatlen network was very necessary, however,

a reallstlc plan could noi emerge untll each oountry had completed o
the questlonnalre Whlch iz heing 1ssued by the IT0 in conne11on Wlth N

the forthcomlng meetlng of the Plan Committee for Afrlca.

Inter—Contlnental Network

_25, In view of the urgency and the greater 1mportance attached by

Afrlcan countries to a pan-African network it was agreed not to give
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further consideration to-this questlon until the Afriecan reglonal DT -

ject has been 1mplemented.

PremInvestment Su:vey

26, The Committes took cognisance of the fact that the planning.of
telecommunlcatloﬂs prOJects should consist of the follow1ng three

phases:

~(a) ~ Pre-planning phases
'(b) The establishment of the plan, and

(o) mhe preulnvestment phase.

27. In con31der1ng these bhases the Committee stressed in respect of
(a) and (b) the need for completing without delay the guestionnaire
being 1ssued by the ITU, and invited the Plan Committee for Afrlca to
formulate the plan before the end of 1966

28. _In_resPect.of (p)_lt was agreed in the interests of efficiency
and economy that the survey should be undertaken on a national basis
by the staff of the different African countries concerned in a given

project.

Flnancing
294 . The Comuittee rev1ewed the range of proposals which requlred capital
investment and agreed to separate the problem into the following two

categories:

(a) Progects in connexion with national networks, and

(b) Circuits between neighbouring oountrles.

30, With regard to category (a), it was recommended that the countrles
concerned should, as far as p0551b1e, make flnanclal provisgion from _
their own resources. However, countrles experlenclng dlfflcultles may

refer their problems to the EGA or ITU'for assistance.

31+ The Committes recognlzed that projects falllng in eategory (b)
were long-term projects and included premlnvestment studles_whlch

would involve an excessive financial outlay necessitating an application
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for aid from international financing agencies. The Committee invited
the ECA, in collaboration with tﬁé'OAU*éﬁa-ITU; to endeavour to sponsor

appllcatlons submltted by Afrlcan member countrles 1n thls resPect.

Tariff Structure

32. The Gommlttee took note of a paper on the sub;ect submltted by
the delegatgﬁof Figeria and observlng that no aotlon had been taken
$0°-date in pursuance of Tesolution No.106 (VI) of the Commission and
of the Resolution adopted by -the OAU Commission on Transport and: i~
Communications at Cairo in 1964 resolved to ocall on.the ECA and OAU
to request the Dlrector of GGITT to establish an ad hog Working group
for the study of tarlffs 1n Afrlca anﬁ to convene a meetlng of the

group as soon as p0351ble.

ECA Questlonnalre

33, This matter came up for discussion after the Committee had
exﬁausted the time allocated to it for its work and it was not pos—
sibie to give it full consideration. The Committee agreed to report
the'§03iticn to the next Plenary Session with a recommendation that
the EGA secretarlat might be requested to reproduce the guestions in
the form of a document and circulate to member adminigtrations for

proper-treatment.

34.‘3Th§ report of Committee No.l was presented to the Plenary Segesion
held on 12 Merch 1966, The meeting noted the report and after some

discussion adopted the following resolutions:
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Resolution No.k

National Networks and Circuits to Neishbouring Countries

The ECA/QEU Joint Meeting on Telecommunications inrAffida;

Decides that the development of national telecommunications net—
works and of connexions Witﬁ*neighbouring-oountries,:Whioh'are'of great
importance for the African network, lies ‘within the: competenoe of the

Governments concerned,

Recommends that in order to estahllsh these networks, they may
request the aid’ of certaln frlendly countrles through bllateral agree~'
ments or, should the necessity arise, that of the ITU'or the ECA,



!

B/0N.14/357
E/CH, 14/TEL/7_
—OAU/TEL/T :
Page 1;

Resolution No.2

Interim Implemen%aiion of the African Network

The TCA/OLU Joint Meetig on Telecommunications in Africa,

v Having ﬁdté&"fﬁajﬁlll%he'j)aké_.r a,nc_i'_'fRo'rﬁe 'Plaﬁs'"'are':dut_'ofzd',a‘."te;‘,'
That some African States do not appear in these two plahs,:
That soﬁe African States have set up circuits whithdo not ‘appear
in these plana, o o
Recommends that member States of OAU, until the PanmAfrlcan
telecommunications network is established before the end. of 1966, ghould
continue to set up llnks in agcordance with the orlterla_they_haye used

up i1l now.
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Resolution No.3

Prewlnvestment Studv of the Panwﬂfrlcan Network

The ECA/CAU J01nt Meetlng on Telecommunlcatlons in Afrlca,

thihg the whanimous support expressed for the'éstablishment of
an efficient and modérn Pan-African telecommunicstions network,

-Consciousg of

The need for a well co—ordinated plan based on actual field survey
and 'on-site’ ihvestigation in the countries-concerﬂed,
Theé need for a pre—lnvestmenﬁ survey 1n order to obtaln an accurate

flnan01al and technlcal assessment to undertake in s rea11stlc and

business-like manuer a gigantic project of the type env1saged,

The acute shoriage in Africa of experienced technical and administra—
tive personnel needed to organize, supervise and execute in a proper

and orcderly manner this survey,

The need for active participation by African countries and the
stimulus they must provide if the programme is to succeed,
-Becognizing

That the planning of telecommunications projects consists of three

phages ag follows:
(a) +the pre—planning phase;
(b) the establishment of the pian; and
(c) the pre-investment phase,

That excessive delay in implementing the Pan-—African telscommunica—
tions plan may hamper the economic growth of Africa in other fields
and leave the obntinent far behind in the establishment of the plan

for a global interconnexion system,

1. Calls upon member States to undertake as much as rossible the

pre—-planning survey in their territories by the end of September 1966'
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in accordance with the questionnaire_submitted Ey CCITT secretariat.
In the event that the necessary experts are not available in a member-
country to_conduct the pre—planning'SUrﬁéy a request should be made

by that éoﬁﬁtry for thé necessary assistance from the ITU or ECA,

5, Invites the ITU African Committee to prepare & plan for the

Pan-African network at a meeting to be held before the end of 1966,

3. Reaffirms that the pre-invesiment phase will require the:

'serv1ces of experts in the Tield of telecommunications for the descrip-—

tion of projects, the determinations of standards and the preparation

of spsoifications which w111 be submltted to contractors,

4, Progoses that in the interests of efficiency and economy. the .
experts in questlon ‘should, as far as possible, be drawn from the staffs

of %hegdifferent_African countriesfconqernsd.inma;givsn project,

5« Urges
(a) ECA/ITY to combine their efforts in order to make aveil-
able the services of experts for those countries which

may request them,

(v) OAU and ECA to ensure the satisfactory execution of these
studies, to follow closely the implementation of the

proaect and to provide 1mmed1ate and efflclent 3531stanoe

to those countries which have difficulties in implement-—

ing any project,

{¢) The countries concerned to do their best o set up. the
Pan-African network in the best p0351ble technical and
sconomic condltlons with the least delay in accordance

with the aspirations of the African countries.
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Resolution No.4

Financing

The ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

Considering = -

'That fherPanﬁAfrican telecommunisations and ﬁationaifnetworks

comprising aii‘aspects of provision of equipment, as well as their

operation, are absolute requisites to the economic, sociéiwénd political

development of Africa,

That a two stage development'SOheme is'envisaged, ngmely a shori—

term plan and a long-term programme both of which reguire pre~investment

SUTVEYS s

Thet the finsncing of these schemes involves very heavy finanecial -

sommitments,

* Noting that the necessary funds may be obtained through any of

the following sources: -

(2)
(®)

(o)

(@ 1

(e)

@

(g)

'for the provision of experts.

United Nations Development Programme.

rAfrloan Development Bani,

The Internatlon B! Bank for Reconstructlon and Development

-and the Inﬁernatlonal DeveloPment Assoalatlon.‘

Bilateral donors.

BCA as intermediary to any of the above development programmes.

ITU ag intérmediary to the United Nations Dewslopment Programme

8

Any other finencing organization.,

Recommends

Le

That each member State continue to finance the improvement

and the extension of ite national network and the network with neighbour—

ing countries,
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in accordance with the questionnairersubmitted by CCITT secretariat.
In the event that the necessary experts are not available in & member-
country to conduct tbe pre—plannlng survey a request should be made

by that oountry for the necessary agsistance from: the ITU or ECA,

2, Invites the ITU African Committee fo prepare & plan-for_the
Pan,African:network‘at armeeting 40 be held before the end of 1966,

3 Reaffirms that the preﬁlnvestment phase will requlre the’

"serv1ces of experts in the fleld of telecommunlcatlons for the descrip-

$ion of prOJects, the determinations of standards-and the preparation

of speolflcatlgns Whlch will be submitited to contractors,

R Propoaes that in the interests of efflclency aﬁd economy the
experts in questiow should, as far as possible, be drawn from the staffs

of ‘the different Africdan coumbries” soncerned. in-a.given project,.

Se Urges
'(é)' BOA/ITU to combine their efforts in order to make avail-
‘able the gervices of experts for those countries which

nay request-tﬁem,

(v) OAU and ECA to ensure the satisfactory exeowtion of these
-~ studies, to follow clogely the 1mplementat10n of the
-‘prOJect and. to provide 1mmed1ate and efflclent assigtance

to those countries which have dlfflcultles in 1mplement—

ing any prOJect,

(o) e countries concerned to do their best to set up. the
‘Pan~African network in the best possible technical and
economic conditions with the least delay in accordance

with the aspirations of the African countries.
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‘Rezolution. No.4 -

Financine

The ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Teleoommunicatioﬁé in:Afrioa,
-Congldering

. M

; That ‘the Pan=African telecommunlcatlons and natlonal networks
comprising all aspects of prov151on of equipment, as well as thelr
operatlon, are absolute requ1s1tes to the economlc, 5001a1 and politlcal
development of Afrloa,_r_u

That a two-étage’deVelopment scheme. is envisaged, n@meiy_a shori—
term plan and .2 long-term pProgramme both of which require pre-invesiment:

- Burveys,

That the financing of thése schemes involves very heavy flnancial

commitments,

Noting .that the neosssary funds may be obtained thrdugh any of
the following sources: ' "

(a) United Nations Development Programme.. .
. (p) African Development Bank,-
:(c) Thé Iﬁtérﬁatggﬁﬁi Bank for Reconstruction and Development
- _' épﬂrtﬁe Intéfﬁétibhal'Deveiépment Assooiation.
td’ hBilaféiai doﬁ;rs. | | o o
() ECA as intermediary to any of fhe above deyglopment Programmes .

(£) ITU ag intermediary ¥o the United Nations Development Programme

for the prov1s1on ‘of experis.:
(g) Any other flnanclng organlzatlon.
Recommends

1, That each member State continue to finance the improvement
and the extension of its national network and the network with noighbour—

ing countries,
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2. That BCA in collaboration with the OAU and ITU each in itg
own way endeavour to give assis%%ndé:to African countries in the form

of aid to acqulre the necessary funds to carry out thelr progects,

3e That EGA in close. co-Operatlon Wlth QAU contlnue to explore ‘
areas of flnanolng pOBSlbllltleS, ' | '

Reguests the Admlnlstratlve SecretaryMGeneral of OAU'and the
Exeoutive Secretary of ECA to exert all effort necessary for the
implamentation of these reccmmendatlons. ' '
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Besolutiongﬂo,S

_Tﬁriff Structure.

The ECA/OAU Joint Meetlng on Telecommunlcatlons in Afrloa,

thlng that “thi questlon of tarlffs 1n A¢rlca Whlch is still pend—
ing is a difficult anad oomplex cne,

That relatlvely detalled studles should be undertaken Wlth 8 view!

to the harmonization of tarlffs sﬁructure, o

The existence within CCITT of a study commitiee dealing with tariffs

and costs,

Having taken note of the document submitted by the delegation of

ngerla, of resolution 106(VI) adoyted by the Economic Commission for
Africa at its sixth segsion in February 1964; and, of the resolution
adopied by the QAU Transport and Communications Commission in Cairo
in October 1964,

Reguests its Ohairman, in consultation with the secretariats of
both ECA and OAU, and in accordance with the ITU Convention, to request
the Director of CCITT to establish an ad hoe working group which should
be convened as goon as possible to study the question of tariffs in

Africa,
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Report of Commlttee Ho, 2 to Lhn Plerﬂ y Sesszon

 35;' Commlttee No. 2 had heen app01nted to deal with Item 7 of the agenda:

Training Prqgramme.‘ The Cqmm;ttee had_before_;t the following documents:
| ﬁ/cm,m/m/lwom'/wm/:x_;_ B/CN.14/TEL/3-0AU/TEL/3; |
E/CN.l@/TEL/4wOAU/TEL/45 and the Qﬁesﬁidﬁnairé on Bducation and
Trainlng. . o o C

Six meetings were held from 8 to 11 March, Lnder the chalrmanshlp of
Mr Amranl (Algerla) Tirst, ViceuPr951&ent of the- Conference,

36« The'Committes Teviewed the condltlons under whlch the shortage
of quallfled personnel in the Yarious admlnlstratlons may be ,alleviated,

and noted

(a) that no tralnlng proaect oould possibly be. successful without
| the support of member Governmentss which in turn should be

conv1nced of the urgency of ‘this task9

(b) that Afrlca must be prov1deu9 in the shortest. possible time,
S  w1th a sufflclent number of telecommunlcatlons instructors
- 80 that the varlous admlnﬂstratzons could digpense with the
'serv1ees of exaatrlate personne; which proved costly in. the

long run,

'.(d) that admlnlstraﬁlons should ‘eXercige caution in drawing up
' a tralnlng programme, ag experLence showed that certain

centres had 45 Dbe olosed down for ]ack of tralnees._,

3T The Committee consmdered that tralnlng should be. env1saged at five
different levels.‘

(1) glneers“ Engineers should have weoelved & complete academlo
tralnlng.; Upon -completion of their unlver31ﬁy studles, they ‘
should specialize in, and familiarize “theémselves Wlth, the

practlces of their own admlnxsnraulonsc-

‘“In most cages, this personnel ¥as now trained abroad.
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(ii)

(iii)

Highly qﬁalifiéd techﬁioians; This-Category included inspegﬁors
and supervisors. Lo TR s

There wag a great need for thig type of personnel in Afrlcan

administrations. Highly qualified technlclans should be sought

' among candldates who had .completed their. secondary education,

Ehls Personnel should as far as possible, be tralned Wlthln

the reglon in natlonal or multinational training centres.-"

Qperatlonal and installation personnel, At this level the '

- admlnlstratlons could Justlfy the establishment of ‘their own.

?tralnlng oentres, ag experlence showed that the ‘best possible

J"tralnlng wag that prov1ded by the administration in charge

of personnel. The training of this staff, recrulted at the

twelfth grade- certificate level, must be based on practical

i work, i,e. they should be taught to use the same equlpment

(v)

they would find upon completlon of tralnlng.

- The fourth ‘@roup inoluded quallfled Workers, mechanlcs, fltters,

eleotrlclans, etc., who would recelve a practlcal tralnlng

" provided by qualified personnel They should have_gompleted

their primary schooling. -

For the fifth groups which 1noluded semﬂ—quallfled Workers,

xln?serv1ce technical training would have to be provzde&.

38, The Commlttee noted that (a) the competent authorltles should be

notified if dlfflcultles arose in finding tralnees of the requlred

level; (b) an attractive salary seale should be establlshed, asg

recrulting problems were generally due to the fact that salarles were

lower than those offered by private enterprises; and (&) a publlclty

campalgn should be dlrected at informing the people acourately of the

1mportance of telecommunlcatlons in Africay::

39, The Committee folt it desirable that trainses in'éaéhléatégory

‘should hawve the minimum Tequired level of education,  In sértain cases,

additional instruction in mathematlcs and physics should be provided,
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40, As far as the training offiﬁ%pecﬁbfé;and supervigors was concerned,
the Commitiee noted that as it vas not possmble for certaln countries

to provide such tralnlng 1ocally, there was need for establlshlng mul bl
national® tralnlng cen’cresn Geographlcal oontlgulty by it8elf was nod
a-sufflclent-crlterlon in.deciding the location of such centres,’ But
greater weight should be attached to 51m11ar1ty of needs of” countries W

and the p0831b111tles of countries using identiecal equlbment.

41,., Since a few training centres already existed in Africd, the Com-
nittee suggested that 2 -joint survey mission of ITU, BCA and OAU experis
should make recommendations as to which centres should be selected to ™

be developed ag multinational centres.

42, The Commlttee adoyted the questlonnalre prepared to assess as
ﬂaccurately a8 posslble the personnel requlrements in Africa and it recom
mended completlon by member States. It wag further recommended that.

the questlonnalre should be fllle& 1n a number. of copies equal o . the
number of categories of personnel and transmltted to. the HEA/ITU

secretarlat not 1ater than 30 June 1966

B Hav1ng examlned doounents E/CN 14/TEL/L~QAU/TEL/1, E/CN 14/TEL/3/_
OAU/TEL/3, and E/CN 14/TEL/4~OAU/TEL/4, the Comm1ttee agreed 0 Tecom~

mend three resolutlons to the plenary sebs1on.
(i) on tralnlng of telecommunlcatlons personnel in generals

(;i)s on training in. management techniques for -the African’ person— '

nel of telecommunications services: and, -

(iii)j on.the tralnlng of 1nstruotors 4n. the field of teleoommunlaa-

. - tionm, -

44. The Téport of Commlttee No.2 wag presented to the plenary session
held on 12 Yarch 1966. The meeting took note of she report and adopted

the following resolutions:
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Resolution EO.S.

Tralnlng of Telecommunlcatlons Personnel

o The EGA/OAU/ J01nt Meetlng on Telecommunlcatlons in Afrloa,_

- Longidering that the establlshmentuofwa.Pan—African telecommunica—
tions network is dependent.on the- training of competent staff in all
fields, ' '

. . Congidering that thershortage:of qualified technicians cdnstitu; '

~tes a regirictive factor in the development of .the telecommunicaticns .
in Afriea, '

Recommends s

- Y& That the ECA/ITU Joint M1531on undertakes ag a matter of urgenoy
~a’survey of Afriocan mneeds in the field of profe531onal tralnlng, on
the basis of the replies to the questionmaire attached to thls resolu~

tlon, and present recommendatlons accordlngly,

2.' That certaln ex1st1ng tralnlng centres be selected by a. team
of experts app01nted Jointly by ECA, OAU and ITU with a v1ew to develop-
Ing ‘them ax multinational centres prov1d1ng hlgher educatlon at. the '

enginger and technical 1nspeotor 1evels, N

3. That all African Governments be requested 4o establish ag
soon as possible a training centre for telecommunications 2t the'
supervising @nd_operational levels, in countries Where‘such-céntréé

do not already exist; -

- Invites BCA, OAU and ITU to assess and seek the resources néeded
for the development of education and training in the field of telow
communloatlons in Afrlca and ‘especially for the rapid implementation

of the three recommendatlons rade above.
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@Questionnaire to be completed by sach Administratidn<and retumed o

the Brecutive Seoretary of ECA (for the attention of the Joint ECA/ITU

Mission, P.0, Box 3001, Addis Ababa by June 1966)

Part 'l (All Administrations)

(1) How many ‘employees 4o yoﬁ.have_in-each;staff;eaﬁegory used

(@)

(3)

Part 2 (Admlnlstratlons with one.

in exlstence at present)

(4)

in your Administration?

What are your. estlmated staff requlrements for each category.-
(a) 19712 |
(b} 19762

1g there a unlver31ty—level school of englneerlng in your

country?'

_{a)frlf zeé: How many electrical engineers are expected %o

- graduate from this school during each of the next 3 years?
ﬁ How: many of them do -you expéct to recruit for yOur.Service?
Do they receiv%'practicalutrainiﬁg after . leaving the

university? Where?  For how long?

- (b). - If nor Where do your engineers receive their university

~edudation?i
- -How many of them do you recruit each year? -
‘Do you have & scholarshlp system for these student englneers?

-Do they receive practlcal tralnlng after 1eav1ng the
unlver81ty9 Where? For how 1ong9 : o 8

| S
or more vooatlonal tralnlng centres

Where is (are) your vocatlonal tralnlng centre(s) located7

(5) Por each of the categorles 1lste& in your answer to qusstlon

(1) above, pleas@ give the follow1ng detalls. '
(2) Annual intake of your training system- |

(b) Qualifications required for entry t0 the COUTSER.

I
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= (0) Duratlon of courses.

-‘ (1) formal tralnlng at the centre.,

(i1) practical training. |
(d) Are you able o offer other adminiStrétioﬁs"the’bppdfﬂﬁ;vw
Conity. of sending  students to these courses? @ - '

If yes, how many per year?“

" (e)" Do theme courses fulfii'your'reqﬁiréﬁéﬁts.reééfdingﬁ

(1) quality?
(11) quantlty?

‘(f) If not, what are the short—oomlngs enoountered°

(&) Do you have any diffioulties in finding sufficient students

o (6)e

R e i

in this category? If yes,_why?_.givé'aniiét of them,

Do you have any difficulties in making enough instructors
.avallable° If yes, for which courses? Why? Whaf are you

doing at present to molve this problem?

Doeg your country need foreign assistance .to develop your

system of wvocational training? If yes, specify your needs.

Part 3 (Administrations without any vooational training centre at

(8

presenf and thoge where the existing training centre does not

prov1de tralnlng for all oategorles of personnel required).

For sach of the categorles llsted in your reply to question (1)

above for Whlch 1no tralnlng system ex1sts 1n your country

" please give the follow1ng detailss

(a) Where do your personnel receive their training?

() How many are belng tralned at present°

(c) Do you 1ntend to set up a local tralnlng oentre for this

category°

() 1f yes,
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(1) When?

(11) Speclfy the foreign assistance that you will

requlre. If not, why?

(e) Do you have any dlfflcultles in recruiting gufficient

taff 1n this category? If yes, Why? ‘

Pars 4
- (9)  Other information conscerning gtaff education an&_tfainr

ing in the fisld of telecommunications,
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Hesolution ¥o.7
Training in Méﬁagement Techniques of.theﬁfr}canPersennel of -

Telecommunications Services

The EC&/O&U Joint Meetins on Telecommunications in Afriea,

Having examined document E/CN.14/TEL/3/—OAU/TEI/3,

Congidering that there is an imperative and urgent need fo train
the African senior personnel of telecommunications in.management

- technigues,
Recommends:

1. That such training be offered under the best possible condi-

tions through courses or semirarss;

2. That such courses and seminars should, preferably, be held

in Africas

3. That their duration be limited to short periods, since the
duties of the participants would not allow them to leave their posis

for long periods,

Invites ECA, OAU and ITU to co—operate in formulating permanent
programmes on subjects such as those proposed in document E/CE.14/TEL/3—

OAU/TEL/3, acoording to the recommendations made above.
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.Resolution Ne.8

Training.of'Iﬁstrmctors in the Field of Telecommunications

The EGA/OAU J01nt Meetlng on Telecommunlcatlons in Africa,

Having carefully examlned document E/GN 14/TEL/4~OAU/TEL/4 dated
14 Jamaxy 96&;

Eeaoggizigg the coustant concern of the authorﬁ of thiﬁ proaect
to promote the iraining of telecommunlcatlons personnel, pays tribute

to the' efforts made by them to. prepare the details and quantitative
gstudies .they kindly submitted to the Meetlng,

Con31der1ng
“(a) That the tralnlng of belecqmmuﬁicéiioné instructors in the
Turin complex does ot sesm to be satisfactory since this
centre also aims at providing other types of training (trade—

unionists, economists, business mahnagers, etc.),

(b) That French~and English-speaking fellowship~trainees would
have difficulty in adjusting themselves to this environment
without a knowledge of the local language and that this would

result in considerable waste of time,

(e} That the proposed syllabus could equally well be implemented
in some African countries,

(d) Tat the proposed investment (US $7,600,000) could with
profit be allocated to African training centres which will

accept instructor—trainees,

1. Recommends to the African governments tha+t they should encourage
the best candidates to become instructors by offering the necessary
inducement,

2a Invites

(a) ECA and ITU to entrust the Joint Mission with the task of

making a detailed study of African needs for instructorss
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{v) BCA, OAU and ITU +o entrust the experts appointed to select
multinational: tralnlng centres w1th the task of decldlng which
of these centres are suitable for training telecommunications
1nstructors at the 1eve1 of the syllabus pr0posed by these
:experts,

3. Further invites these organizations

{a). To. take all necessary steps. to obtain the financial resources
required to supplement the existing equipment in the eountriés
selected for these purposes and to grant fellowships to the

instructor«trainees;

(v) To ‘provide these centres with the number of teachers neces—

sary for thelr normal oPeratlon.
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ANNEXY TV

MESSACGE OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY HAILE SELASSIE I OF ETHICPLIA
TO THE JOINT ECA/OAU MEETING ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN AFRICA

"The expansion and improvement of the intra-—African telecommunioca-—
tions network is one of the bagic necessities to attain our goal of
African unity., If we consider the present state of African telecommunica—
tions, we note that when any African country communicates with another
African country by telephons or telegraph it must often be made through
transif centres situated outside Africa. These cirocuits are consequently
expensive and often technically unusable and certginly not rapid. If
this siﬁuation is not rectified in the near future the development of

Africa in all fields will be seriously haundicapped.

Rapid.communications between African countries is one of the most
 important tools by which we can-promo%e development in Africa. It is
to be remembered that We have discusséd this problem several times but
the anticipated progress of intra~African communications hag not been
achieveds
Tt is believed that you are here today to discuss collectively
the Dakar African Telecommuniocations Plan of 1962, and the World-
Telecommunications Plan of Rome of 1963 and the methods by which the

implementation of these plans can be achieved.

To fulfil these Plans immediately on a countinental bagis would
inevitably call for very heavy investment. It will thus probably be
necessary to implement them step by step in accerdance with our economic

capabilities.

We therefore hope that you will make a serious effort to carry
out your task and reach a successful solution and that this Conference

will mark a milestone in the development of African telecommunications®,
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STATEIENT YADE
BY ATO BETRU ADMASSTE, LEADER OF
THE PIHTOPTAN DELECATION

V-1 representatlve of the country$ Eﬁhlopla, more corraotly the
country you have chosen to hold your meetlng, I consider it a personal
hoaour and pr1v11ege to be here to welcome you delegates o Addls Ababa
to particlpate in the J01nt Meetlng of EGA and OAU on Taleaommunioatlons
in Afrlca. Slnce the establlshment of ECA 1n Addis Ababa and the blrth
of OAU, many meetlngs, Whlch are not only of particular 1mportance to '
Afrlca, “but also to the world, have taken place in Addls Ababa. But
in the fleld of telecommunlcaﬁlons, thls present meetlng is the flrst
to be heldmhere and also the first telecommunications meetlng sponsored
301ntly by EGA and QAU, Wlth hlghﬁlevel representat1va5sfromblnternatlomal

bedies, ‘such as Internatlonal Telecommunlcatlons Union.

In the past there have been many meetings under the auspiées 6f..
the ITU in connexion with telecommunications in Africa, special mention
may be made of the Telecommunications Plan - Sub-Commititee meeting for
Africa held in Dakar in January 1962, and the Plan Commiftee for the
World held in Rome in November 1963. As far as Africa is concerned
both the Daker Plan and the Rome Plan dealt with the plan of intra-
African networks. As a whole, these plans are quite modest. How—
'ever, modest as the plans may be, their implementation has been dif-

ficult, if not impossible for many reasons which I need not enumerate.

8o far the plans worked out are for intra—-African networks, but
of what use_is'the intra—African network if the national networks are
not sufficiently developed? While the intermational telecommunications !
network is a joint effort among the natione of Africa and the national o |
networks are the responsibility of the individual nations cdncerned,
the interdependence of the two networks should not be overlooked in

telecommunications planning and implementation.
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For developing nations as well as developed nations, the import-
ance of telecommunications cannod be over—emphasized, Without reliable
and rapid telscommunications systems, political, social and economic

progress will not be eacy, and may even be lmpossible.

- Telscommunication in Afrieca Wodey is in its 4n?amcy; on the

i

national level, the telep;one_@euﬂ Ty oim cnong tge lowast in the World,

-

and on the 1ntevnamzo @l level communic 1om between two relghbourlng
Afrlcan oounﬁrl g ig condu +ed via Furopean countrles ag tranaltlng
centres.' Thﬂ S, coup]ed with +he shortage of qualified telecommunlca;,
tions eng1nse s and perso mel a%ﬂ tha uraﬁailab llty of uufflclent develoPm
ment funds, are Lhe problems that arb facing us today. It 1s 31ncerely
hoped that the present mzeting coqu contrlbute to the solutlon of one‘

of these probTemso
Once again, in welceming you to Addig Ababa for this meeting, I
wish you success in overcoming isome of the problems of African telecom-

'municatiogs,
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AWNEX VI
STATEMENT MADE BY MR.G.E.A. LARDNER
ON BEEALF OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF ECA

TO THE JOINT ECA/OAU/ MEETING
(¥ TELECOHMUNICATTCNS IN AFRICA

It 1s with great pleasure that I' welcome you to thls meetlng on
bahalf of the Executlve Secretary, Mr. Robert Gardiner. I, Gardlner
wishes me to express hls profound’ regret that he is not here hlmself
to take part in our dellberatlons on a gubject to which the Economlo
Commlss1on for Africa and the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan'Uhity attach_

very great 1mportance today.

The Dakar ‘Plan was conceived in January 1962  that is four years
ago, In Rome,at the end of l963,efforts were made t0 bring the Dakar

Plan upwto—date and to 1ncorporate it in a WCrld Plan, It was then.

expected that the Rome Plan would ﬁake some flVP years (1963 —- 1968)

to reach maturltya Over two of these five years have passed since
the Rome meet1ng and it is clear that unless some purposeful steps are
taken thls year the African Telecommunications Plan will. remaln, partl-

cularly 1n regard. to 1nterhoountry linkages, on paper.

It ig necessary to place thls problem 1n 1ts true context, In
1962 we had ‘not yet become fully allve to the menaolng problem of
p0pu1at10n growth, decllnlng export prlces and forelgn exchange reserves,
in relatlon “t0 economlo develoPment. A large number of African coun— ‘
tries were 1ntensely praoocupled with the problem of how to repalr +he

rapidly collap51ng system of trade with the advanced countries Whlch

‘had apparently been. enough $0 sustain them under colonlal regimes,

Today we believe thdt an 1mportant part of the answer lies. in the[=:
accelerated growth and structural change of the Afrmcan economlesu,,
With a few exceptlons, this is 1mp0551ble on any basis other than
close econcmic co-operation between Afrlcan countries., The Economic

Comm1381on for Africa has thus concentrated attention on this problem
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but we fully recognize +the unreaiity of designing an intra—continental
economic system without paying attention to the crucial role of trans-
port and teleoommunications, manpowef, education and training, science

and technology and sco on.

In this respect the Commission is in a somewhat aﬂomalous position.
In a sense it ig sntrusted, to a far greater extent than any other
membér organization of the United Nations family, with respon51h111ty
for advan01ng the economlc and social development of -the Afrlcan people.
It cannot, therefore, go to its constltuency ~ the member States of
Africa - and plead that it failed to.persuade this or that other member |
of fhe Uﬁited Nations Tamily to take steps that are essential for
Africa's rapid development. To do 80 would open up dissensgiocn Withiﬁ'
the United Nations family, If the ECA, in recognition of the Tact that
other United Nations agéncies have world-wide reésponsibilities and
naturally dannot talke care of the ills of the African region to the
extent required for rapid development, proposges o take the initiative -
it is confronted, in private, by precisely the problen it sought to-

avoid by refralnlng from a public plea.

One ofutne basic causes of this problem is, I Suspecf,'the view
commonly held even today that economic development can soméhow be |
reallstloally discussed, planned and brought about by extraordlnary
persons descrided as "economists" or "economic development planners',
independently of science and techrology in general, of a complex of
supporting institutions, and of a wids range of research, teaching

production and managerial'skills in the community.

thﬁ‘bﬁe reall& looks &t the facts nothing is so absurd. Unfortu<
nately thisg beliéf seems unconsciously to have determined the formal
definition of relations between regional comm1381ons and the technical
organs of the Tnited Nations. There is therefore 1mposed on technical
organsg and regional oomm1551ons 2 grave burden of, ensurlng that  the

ratient does not die while the doctors disagree,
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This is not = p01nt we ocan afford, ___4{, to dlsmlse caeually or
with' pleasant exrreeelons of matual goodw111 or even admlratlon. Wiﬁhln
the past six months there have ‘been a surprlelng number of ohangee of
governments in Africa in 2 manner which cutside obeervere are beglnnlng
1o conelder evidenoce of’ unetablllty. Tt would take us too far to analyse
the oauses of this develogment but it seems to me, epeaklng pereonnally,
that they a1l stem malnly ‘From thé - fallure of development.‘ Gontented

populatlons do not, arbltrarlly, get rid of thelr governmente._

If therefore we in the ECA, the OAU the ITU and. other.agencies

' entrusted Wlth, or 1nterested in the progress of Afrlce do not take
steps to advanoe real development rapldly, there 1s the even greater

_ danger that 1netab111ty may beoome endemlc in Afrlea,_;,e. may become
‘a heblt ‘of mlnd. Once that oacure we are 1n for .real trouble over many

yeare to come.

oo I oannot conceive ofranyone, waether African or “not, who can, or
ought fo, contemplate this possibility with calm. :In" effecty therefore,'
thle meetlng is not 80 much.about telecommunications in its 1imijed '
teohnlcal and . flnanolel sense but about one of the major contrlbutory
faotore in av01d1ng the danger to which I have referred.  We are not

now 11v1ng in 1962 or 1963 but in a troubled 1966. ;

What do. we expeot from this meeting? 'I should eay; flrstlx,
ev1dence from governments of what they have dons and of What needs to
be done. Secondlx, an eetlmate of what help 1nd1v1duel governments
need - 1n order 1o preeent, in November, realletlc proposals for the'
revision of" the African Telscommunications Plan. Thlrdlg, egreement
on the operatlonal steps whlch ‘heed to be taken after the - meetlng in
Nbvember in order to get the African Plan movnng qulckly. There are,
of course, several important subjects on the Agenda which we muet deal
Wlth 1n a constructlve and progressive manner. No eubetantlal e¥pan—
sion of telecommunlcatlone in Africa can, for example, be sustained
Wlthout 1mag1nat1ve and effective measures for bulldlng up African

personnel 1n every aspect of the subject..
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I have used the term realistic. - Some definition is neeessary.,
Flrst, no reasonable person should expect at this stage that African

oountrles oan provide accurate forecasts of traffic on criteria:

__famlllar in advanced countrlee._ Here we must proceed partly on the

_baele of 1rreduclb1e neede, which, .no matfer what, must. be met if the

'.vhole of Africa is not to become a cauldron-within a few years. .The"

Eoonomlo Commlss1on for Afrloa and the Organization of African Unity
are, I thlnk, agreed that to meet Af'rica's. development problems -calls:
for far—reaehlng, even dramatlo, measures affecting agrloulture, industry,
educatlon, sclenoe and technology, transport, teleeommunlcatlons, ingti~
tutional eervlces and O on. The alternatlve is not an even-paced ..
sen31ble rate of progrese but more 11ke1y chaos, In effect, ‘there is

a oompu131on o Afrlcan development today which d1d not exlst s0 elearly
ten years ago.' The large programmes in all those fields in whlch the
ECA collectively and severally is engaged must therefore count heav11y
in making quantitative or qualltatlve Judgements about needs in teleoom—
munloatlons._ Horeover,. there are few who will refuse to reoognlze that,
in teﬂecommunlcatlone ag in transport, the supply frequently generates
the demand. Indeed it very often cannot be anything else. The term
"realistio" thus.covers, for usg, far morée than englneerlng measurements
or financial calculations. This does ndét mean that we should tolerate'
wild and extravagant prop051tlone —~. 1t means only that we must to“a
oon31dereb1e extent depend in the early years on such sound data ss -

We may be fortunate to obtain and, beyond this, work on courageous and
1ntelllgent guesees._ The African.region is not going to wait for perfec-
ticn or statlstloal exaotltude. If, indeed, we as technologists and
economlsts preee these olrterla‘too hard we shall in time foroe African
Governmente to apply polltloal solutlons to technological and ‘esconomic

problems._ Iam sure none of us here wish to see this.

I have spoken at length nct so much to press upon you arguments
with which you are no doubt very. famlllar, hut even” more to draw the
attention of those countries snd 1nst1tutlons out31de Afrloa ‘which ..

entertain goodwill towards us, to-the perils to which they expose us
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by insisting on criteria which realism tellg us would bs mors applic—
able to Africa in 1984 than in 1966,

There are however duties imposed on us as well, There is always
a danger in these matters of cutting one's nose to spite one's face.
If we in Africa who know the problems and dangers before us indulge
in petty struggles over the location of a working party or a relay
station Wwe must not be surprised that those who would help us are dig~
mayeéd and those who are gaeptical laugh at us. The ordinary people
of this region look to their leaders whether in science or ftechnology,
buginess or politics for more than indulgence in rivalries, and
“deserve to be represenied to the rest of the world with greater dignity

than has sometimes been the case in the past.

Although this meeting was jointly called by the ECA and the OAU,
we ars both conscious of the initial role which the African Development
Bank and the ITU must play. The pyesenée of the ITU here today led
by ﬁo less a person than the Deputy Secretary—General is particularly
welcome. I believe that the size and composition of the Union's
delegation is evidence that the Union means business. This ie a
challenge t0 us in the ECA and the OAU and even more so to the repro~
sentative experts of the Africen States. I am sure that although the
Governor of the Africen Developmeﬁﬁ Bank is not here today with us he

will be keenly following the gourge of this meeting,

I should like to end by stating my conviction that tlme is the.

scarcest commodity in Africa today.
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ANNEX ViI

STATEMELT BY MR. MOHAMED MILI,
BEPUTY DECBETARY;GENERAL OF THE ITyg

Mr. Ghairman, '

:Gentlemen,

In the flrst place, allow me to address my Warm thanks to
_mr. Gardlner, Bxeuctive Seoretary of the EGA, for the klnd letter
which he sent on 14 Jamuary io the Secre%aryaGeneral of the ITU,

inv1t1ng_the International Telecommunication Union 4o #ake’ part in the

work of your Conference.  This invitation -has. been. accepted with interest

end the delegation representlng the ITU will consist of the Deputy
Secretaryaﬂeneral, Mr, Besseyre (Head of the Plan Depariment of the
CCITT), Mr. Mason of the Department of Technical Co-operation, and
Mr, Tedros, Head of the ITU Mission at Leopoldville.,

Thig large delegétion is proof ~ if it were necessary — of the
interést shown by the ITU in your- Conferenoe and in.a: general. way.in
the problems ooncern;ng new and develoylng countrles, partlcularly

Afrlcan countrles,

_Thg-Plenipotentiary Conference devoited a large part of its work

at Montreux to problems of technical comopefation, and. tco that end 4t .-

adopted eight resolutions which acourately define the role to be played
by the ITU in this field.

If we add certain relevant paragraphs of the. Convention iteelf,
such as mumbers. 188, 189 and 199, you can appreciate the imporiant. -
place glven by the Plenipotentiary Conferemce to problens that arerof

. Bpecial 1nterest to new and developing countries.

I hasten 0 add that this technical co—operatlon role a551gned io
_the ITU by the Plenlpotentlary'Conference is not a new. oney- and $his
1mportant problem had alreaay been dealt with in the Geneva Conventzon.

Nor should we forget that the ITU calebrated»lts ~centenary 13,1965
with the mott0°
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wmemn . "A hundred years of intermational co—operation',

Thig problem of'teéhﬁiéal §6§dperation is sb‘important for the
Union that T shell $ake the liberty, if you will allow me, of stealing
s few moments of your valuable time to asurvey the varipus means which
the ITU places a+t the disposal of new and developing countries with a

view to playing its full role in this field.
You méy:be aﬁare'fhat fhe_Intérnafional.ﬁbléobﬁmunicafioﬁ Union
comprisés tﬁe fElloWing féur'pgrmaneht_organs;:. | | o
j.JGeﬁérgi Sécretariat;. o
+ Tnternational Freguency Registration Board (IFRB)
CCITT ' - R
CoTR

Eich of these organs has 2 role to play in technical preparation and « -
it plays it to the fullest possible extent. -

I, The International Consultative Committees

" In fact, $he Interuational Consultative Committess (CCITT and CCIR)

their creation. = The recommendations issued by them provide information
and advice for new and developing couniries that can be applied to -
their international telecommunication services and are also of great -

value for their inland services.

".'Bince 1959, the International Telecommunication Convention has
slearly: defined the task of ‘the Consultative Committees in technical
co-operation in the- following paragraphsi R ' ‘
No. 188:

R 2 $he performence of its duties, each Consultative Committee

- ghall pay due attention to the study of questions and to the formuila—

. %ion of recommendations directly connected with the establichment, -
" development and improvement of telecommunications in new or develop-
~ing countries in both the regional and intermational fields".:
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Noe 182 3
' "Af-fhe'réquest of'the'countries'cbncerned, ééOEVConsulta~
tive Committee may also study and offer advice concernlng their
national telecommunloatlon problens, :

And the MNontreux Conference turned a de facto situation into an

official one by including the following parégraph in ‘the Conventions

No; 199

"There shall be a World Plan Commlttee, &nd suoh Reglonal
Plan Committees ag may be jointly approved by the Plenary Assemblies
of the Intermational Consultative Committees. These Plan Committees
shall develop a General Plan for the international telecommunica-—
tion network to help in plannning international telecommunication
services. They shall refer o the International Consultative
Committee questions the study of which is of particular interest
 to new or developing countries and which are within the terms of
“ reference of those Cousultative CommitieesM.

How have the CCIs put into effect these provisions of the Conven-—
tion? To answer this question, let us examine +the decisions taken by

their last Plenary Assemblies.-

‘IT. Decisions by the IIIrd Plenary Assembly of  the CCITT
As far as the CCITT is comcerned, the IIIrd Plensry Assembly
{Geneve. 1964} decided (subject to the approval of the AU Admlnlstram 1

tive Council if necessary)

1. that after each of their meetings, the Study Groups should draw
up & sumreary of the results obtained and a survey of future
prospects, both of which should be published in the ITU Journal;

w2+ %0 publish extracts of the chief recommendations in as clear
and practical a form as poesibles
. 34.:.%0 promote, through special working parties, the study of
genesral subjects of natiqnal interest, with the aim of publigh-

~ ing technical information manuals;
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4. to speed up the handling of certain simple questions by -
instructing the Chairman of the Study Group or Working Party
6Qpce:ned to suépiy'a provigional reply to suchH questions
iﬁﬁediétely, pending the results of a more thorough study if

requireds;

~Be 1o encourage the Study Groups to submit the specifications
they are required to draw up in a form which will help more .
effectively in the preparation of books of specificatidhs'aﬁd,
in the absence cf'this éolution, to bring requesting countries
1n fouch with Admlnlstratlons which agree to send them thelr

own sPeclflcatlons,

6. 1o set\up{anAlnformation centre at the ITU to give information

‘ upoﬁ feqﬁést; aboﬁt‘afticles'in.reviews, booksy ITU jublica—
tions, CCI doguments and, subject to agreémeﬁt'df'the Administrae
tion concerned, documents established by the latter for their

.OWA USE}

T« 1o disseminate on a wide soale certain technical communica~
tions suhmltted to the Plan Commlttee, the Plan Bub-committees

or to certaln seminars organlzed by the ITU

III;,Special Autonomous Wbrking,Parties of the CCITT. .
A large part of this technical co—operation programme is now in |
_progress:
1. 29 studiss for new or developing countries, requested by the
' Plan Commititees, are now under way. '

- 2. Summary Reports of the resulis of each Study Group meeting
are prepared and published in the ITU Jourmal,

3. Extracts from the Recommendations relative to transmission_

have been published.

4s Finally, the follow1ng flve Speclal Autonomous ﬂorklng Parties

have been set up to draft itechnical information manualss
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(a) Speclal Autonomous Workgng Pwruy 1 on Natlonal Automatlo

-networkss ..
(v) 'Speoial Autonomous Working'Party 2 oh Local Networks;

- (c) lSp601a1 Autonomous Worklng Party 3 on Ebonomlo and
“'Technlcal Comparlson betwoen TTansm1331on Systems
“ (Toint’ cc:m@/ocxﬁ wOrklng Purty)s o
(@) Special Autohomoﬁs'ﬁorking Party 4 on Primary Power
- Bources (Joint CCITT/CCIR Working ”arﬁy)ﬁ

(é)’“Speolal Autonomous Worklng Pa rzy 5 on 1T‘c;onomlc: Conditions

'5and Teleoommunloatlon Developmenta

These Speclal Worklng Partlos have all been set up and have started
1work. Horklng Party 3 has Just held 1ts flrst mnetlng at Rabat undsr
the Chalrmanshlp of our good frlend Ben Abdal]ah of Morooco. It deals
with a questlon that’ isg very 1mport@nt for Afr*oun oountrles, i1.e. the

teohnlcal and eoonomzo oomparlsons of transm1551on systems.

We Wlsh 1t all the Buccess it dﬂserves and are- sure. in- advance that
the manual 1t is to prepare will be *E&d} in time for the next Plenary
_A$semb1y of the CCITT Whlch 1s due to oe held in Argent1na 1n 1968.

_ ‘h: The Flrst 39901a1 Autonomous Horklng Party, 80% up at New Dehli
ivln 1960, has already publlshed a Ma,nal on Netional Automatlo Networks
‘?whloh Was a great suooess at the IITrd Plenary Assembly (Geneva) 1n ]
‘1964. o : ' i

Iﬁ;' Deolslons by the Xih Plenary Assembly of the COTR
For its part, the last Plenary Assenbly of the CCIR; held in 1963,
likewise considered technlcal comoperatlon problems,_ To that end, it
unanlmously a&opted 2 Reso¢utlon Whlch 1ays down tne methods whereby

‘new and developlng countrLes may play a more aotlve part in the work
of the OCIE, .
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Thls Resolutlon advises the varlous countrles.__

to play a more active part in the work of the GCIR Study

Groups and

to forwzrd any questlone they Would like to have studied by
the V“rlOdS CCIR Study Groups, in accordance w1th 180 of the

Coventlon, to the Dlrector of the CCIR a8 soon as posgible.
game Reeolutlon requests the CCIR:'

to give aotlve consideration to the study of questions raiged
by new countrles by settlng up, if necessary, Spe01a1 Working

Partlee or Sub—Groups in the ex1st1ng Study Grou.peSL

to invite the Chalrman to send a genera l ‘review of the pro-

_bleme they have already studied end those gtill requlrlng study
to the CCITT Secretarlat within two monthe after the olosure

of the Plenary Aseembly. These general reviews are to be
publlshed in each volume of the CCIR documents at the head

of the chapter relatlng to the Study Group concerned, and are

“1to present “the work done by that ‘Study Group;

to prepare ‘and publlsh in as clear end practlcel a. manner as

'~ possible, extracts from exieting'Reporte and Recommendations

- that are obviously of interest to new and developlng countrles.

It also requested the Spe01allzed Secretarlat of the CCIR to advise

and assist the Admlnlstratlons of new and developlng countries in radlo

©.8e by assembllng nore proPegatlon dmtm app11cab1e in troPlcal

‘¥. - CCIR Btudy Groups

Bide by 31de w1th thle ect1v1ty dlrected towarde ﬁeohnloal 00=
operatlon with the new and developlng countrlee, a cons1derable amount
of international technical co—operatlon is effected by the speclal .
technical Study Groups of the CCIR and the CCITT,
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Some of the GCIR Study Groups deal with data concerning all radio
serv1ces. Thls applles for exqmple to- the subgect of emission, in which
context the CCIR &eals 1n partlcular with questlons of stability and
spurlous emigsions on which a more efflclent use of the radio frequency
specirum depends. As regards receptlon, the CCIR hasg followed a new
gourse by beglnnlng to draw up tables of charaoterlstlcs of so—called
“typlcalﬂ receivers whlch will constltute a useful ba31s of comparison
for many users. & great deal has been done Wlth regard to propagatlcn,
“but there is stlll much o do, esp901a11y in the troplcal reglons Where
it appears that many modes of proPagatlon, characterlstlos of these N
‘reglens call for further study as and when new series of fleld measﬁre—

:ments oan be effected. ‘

- In addltlon to these Study Groups of the CCIR Whlch deal Wlth
general radio questlons, others conflne thelr attentlon more speclflcalm
1y to partlcular serw..ces9 flxeé HF serv1ces, moblle serv1ces (marltlme
service for example) , satellite communlcatlons, radlo relay links.
Mentlon may be made of the speclal 1nterest of the.CCIR in telegraph
systems wmth a small number of channels, low;capa01ty radio systems,
and tropospherlc scatter Whlch enable a smaller number of ‘channels %G
be routed than w1th 11ne-of-51ght systems but prov1de mych longer Tanges.

‘For these different reasons, the l&st~mentloned systems ‘have numerous

“appllcatlon in Afrlca.

Three CCIR Study Groups deal with broadcastlng ‘and’ telev1szon, one
of them belng more spe01flca11y entrusted with “tropical- broadcasting.
This last Study Group prépared standards falrly recently for low-coat
receivers intended above all for countries where the den51ty of recelvers

is particularly low at present.
{”Fihdily;'thé work of the CCIR Study Groups has,beengwidely;used
in the form of technical bases for many meetings, such ass.

— the African VHF/UHF Broadcasting Conference (Ueneva, 1963)3

—~ the preparatory meeting of experts for the African LF/MF
Broadoagting Conference (Geneva, 1964);

|
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. — the meetlnge of the Panel of Experte set up to. study measures
.. to be teken with a view 1o reduolng congeetlon in the frequency
bands between 4 and 27.5 Mc/e. At the requeet of this Panel the

CCIR Secretariat bas undertaken to publleh a Handbook on Antennae.

.: As far.ae the CCITT ig concerned, various Study Groups are engaged
in etandardlzatlon of operating rules for telephony ‘and telegraphy in-
thelr varloue forme (etatlonptowetatlon eerv1oe, telex eerv1ce, gentex

pserv1ce, message retrunsmles10n eerv1oe, facs1m11e telegraphy) ‘These
‘iStudy Groups make oostlng etudles of the varlous services to deduce the

general tarlff prlnc1plee to be proposed to Admlnletratlone.

Other GCITT qtudy Groups spe01allzed in tranem1551on questlone 1ay
down the o0nd1t10ne to be respected in 1nd1v1dua1 networks to permlt
_;worldrmldemtelegraph and. telephone services. The relevant recommenda—
“tlons are applloable to natlonal networks. There is also a voice-eal
.rmeaeurement laboratory Whlch carries out oallbrmt1on tests of telephone

sete on behalf of Admlnletratlons.

L With the deveIOpment of: automatlc (or semlaautomatlc) sw1toh1ng
in telephony and. telegraphy, natlonal networke heve become sub~d1v1elone
of a worldwide network. -The 51gnalllng systems prepared by the CCITT

for:dnternational switching are of great value for natlonal networke.

The maintenance of intermational circuits has:led to another tagk
- for the CCITT: - the preperatlon of pT601SG 1netruct10ns, and it has
also.drawn up directives (Whlch are. obv1ously appllcable to national
.networke)_relatlve,to the propectlon of lines against oorro31on and phe

'f,hermful;effecte of_eleotrioity‘linee.
VI. The IFRB

U Mhe third perhanent orgsn of the Union is the IFRB (International
Frequency Registration Board)}. It deals-essentially with radio frequency

USage,
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One of its chief tasks relates to the technlcal preparaﬁ1on of
Radlo Conferences, partlcularly those convened to.draw up: frequency

_a331gnment plane,

Thus, in: 1963 the IFRB ‘submitted. propagatlon curves theoretlcal o
channal &1etributlon networks to° the ‘African Broadoasting Gonference,
which enabled the Planning Committee to proceed rapldly w1th the
a331gnment ef frequencies to African frequenoy~modulat10n and tele—
vision statlons in Such 2 way ag to provids the max;mum number of E
channels., ' e ' SR

The IFRB also did:. some”pfeparafOry'teohnicel Wdrk'for;theameefing
of experis-held in Jaruary 1964 %o draw up. the technloal data requlred
by the ‘African LF/MP Broadoastlng Conferenoe."* o

ment concernlng frequency usage in the Afrlcan Broadcaetlng area. Both_
drafts will be submitted to the next: oonferenoe, whlch ie to be held

in Geneva in Septemhera '

It should also be mentloned that one of the ba31o tasks of the_‘.
IFRB. 1s the technical examlnatlon of frequenoy as31gnments. In this
oontext, ‘the Board can furnish special ass1stance 36 Admlnlstratlons
whlch need adv1ce or even praotloal a381stance in the oh01ce and manage-

ment’of the frequencles they requlre.

Ehus, 22 Admlnlstratlons of Afrlcan oountrles have requested the
assistance of the IFRB over the last three years to solve 33 oeses of

harmful 1nterferenoe.

Slmllarly, the Board carrled out about 15 studles, at the request
of oertaln Afrlcan Admlnlstratlone, to choose the frequenoies necessary;

for the establlshment of new oonnexlons,

The same is true of the preparatlon of certaln tentatlve hlgh—

frequency broadcastlng schedules.
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ViI.  The Plan Committge‘

Finally, the Joint CCITT/CCIR Plan Committee (World Committes and
Regional Committees), serve as very valuable guides in helplng the
couniries concerned to draw up their develoPment projects for inter-
n&tlonal connex1ons and even for their national connexions, by speclfy—f
ing the trafflc statlstlcs to be established by comparing predioctions .
for each oountry, by calculatlng the number of circuits. required to-
satinfy these predlctlons, and by determlnlng the composition, size .

and nature of international routes.

Ihe Plan Commlttee for Afrlca has already played an outstanding
role by draw1ng up for the flrst time a general 1nter—connex1on plan . -
for the Afrlcan telecommunlcatlon network which is usually known as tﬁe
Dakar Plan, It is preparlng to meet shortly here at Addis Ababa to
brlng the plan up 4o date so that it may meet more accurately the new

requlrements and’ realltles of Afrlca,

Prlorlty must be glven +o the preparation of this new plan since’
all sctioh to be taken with a view %o equlpplng Afrlca Wlth a modern

telecommunlcatlon network Wlll depend on 1t.

The Plan Gommlttee for Africa, under the snllghtened guldance of .
1ts Chalrman - our frlend Mr Okoll of . Nigerla ~ and its Vice~Chairman -
our friend Leon Dia of Senegal - wWill tackle this work next September. .:
The present meeting could usefully serve as a gort of preparatory meeting

for that 1mportant oonference.

There would be many advantages to te galned, especially since .
Mr. Besseyre, Head of the Plan Department of the CCITT is here w1th
us. ‘The advice which he will be hapoy to give to any of you will
permit & more co-ordinated preparatlon of the next meetlng of the

Plan Commlttee.

VIII. 'Joint‘ITU/ECA”special“Mission
This Mission was organized chiefly to study all the possibilities
and all the methods suitable to promote the African telecommunication

networks.
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It 1s with this alm in vzew that the TrU comoperates closely w3

i th
the ECA,

the- Uﬂlon ueallag Wlth technlcal wroblnms, while the FCA tackles

the economic problems - guch as “auurzng the ncceusary fundso

~In thig’ respect I huve h1o%cure in announcing that two gualified

experts have already heen chosen by the ITU for posts

now vacant and .
ﬁhat these

two experts will be arv1v1ng in Add:s Ababa very soon.

Precisge insiructions will bhe given to them %o this effeot,

IX. Technlca¢ ASSWSu&EBP Prop*wammeq

The' technical assibﬁance Supplied by the ITU +o new

and developing
ccuntries,

forming part of the Uh¢ted NauJOﬂS Teohn:oal Couoperatlon
act1v1tles, is 1ncr6331n@ from year +o vea.re

Thig assis tanoe +akes taree dszercnt formsv

(a) the qendlnv of u1a11¢1ed exper ﬁn=uo advise the governments

concerned i SPGCLI'O branches of te}ecommqnloatlens,

(v) Jﬁhe granting of fellowships to technicians

developing countries

from new and’

to enable them to study or atbend
training cowrses in countries fhat are technically more .

 adwvanced;. : | T

(c) 'the setting ip of vooational tralnlng institutes coverlng a

group of countries or .a region, and the supply of limited
quantltleﬂ 0of demonstration and

vocaflonal tralnlng eqump—
'menta

To thls end, several programmes have been establlshed by the
United Nations and we shall now maké a brief review of them, Wlth

special reference to what is being done in Africa,

The reglonal eXper
1o Ad.d.lu

Accra,

ts of the joint ECA/TT0 Mission who were sent
Ababa in Augu&t 1963 hag already undertaken certaln work in

The most 1mnorfun+ WOTk acoorplished by thege regional experté ﬁas.
the followings: ' '
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1. [Technical and administrative advice to a large number of African

countries following visits to those countries,

2s» Standard gurveys of the telecommunication networks of the Ivory

Coast, Senegal and Liberia.

3e Publication of some thirty brochures containing statistics on

the telecommumication networks of many African countries,

4. Participation in the meeting of the World Plan Committes

(Rome, 1963) in order to assist Africen dslegations in the

Preparation of their documents.

5. Attempits to Carry out various projects for the development of

African telecommuniocstion networks and the training of

technicians and teachers,’

6. Preparation of s pilot project to establish links between
Addis Ababa and Abidjan.

This project ig proceeding satisfactorily and ig expected to

he completed in the near future.,

T« Participation in technical‘discussions to organize bilateral

assistance by the Netherlands for a group of African countries,

8. Attempt to met Up a cémmon equipment fund

This attempt broved unsuccessful because some donor countries
preferred individUal'co~operation with certain African Administra—
tions with & view to furnishing them with 0ne or more tele-

communication terminal installations,

1, The EPTA

The most important of these programmes ig the Expénde& Programme

of Technieal Assistance;

The total credit allocated under this programme for telecommunics
tions increased from 350,000 dollars in 1959 to 1,487,447 dollars in

1965, representing an increase of about 430 per cent,
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Thus, the over-all cost of assistance supplied to 33 African cow
- fries. for the period 1963/64 reached 876 400 dollars, which may be broken

~down as followsy

(=) 57 experts who accomplished a total of 401 months of service

(v) 88 fellowships awarded to African technicians who spént 814

_months being trained in more developed sountriess

(o) 74,621 dollars in demonstratlon equlpment.

The programme for the 1965/1966 period is now being put into effect
and the over-all estlmates show an increase of 63 per oent compared with

the prev1ous perlod.

By the end of 1965, 30 Afrlcan countries had reoelved 3931stanoe
for an over-all value of 4?6 353 dollars, whloh may be broken down as
follows. '

(a) 33 experts sent to Africaj

(b) 44 fellowships awarded to African techniciansi

 (0) 11 284 dollars in equlpment supplled.

2{ _FundSmlanTUSt As51stanoe Programme

C1E often happens that the funds allocated by the ﬂhlted Nations
under the EPTA Are 1nsufflolent, The countrles concerned. are then
led to oover part, of the teohnloal as51stanoe oosts themselves and ln

such oases, the ITU supplies experts in oondltlons corre5pond1ng exaotly

to thore of the EPTA. This programme is knowm as tho Fundg-in-Trust

As51stanoe Programme.

Fbr the period 1965/1966, one country (leya) requested that 4
experts (whose Ppresence was the equlvalent of 48 months of servmoe)

be sent under thls programme.

3 Eho OPEX Programme (Operatlonal and Exeoutlve Personnel)

This type of agsistance is furnished by the United Nations under
a special progrémro for‘ﬁhe reoruitment of”opérafional and executive

personnsl,




B/CN.14/357

B/CN, 14/ T=/7
OAU/TEL/T 7.
Page 14

For the pericd 1963/1964, three Afriqan*countries cbtained the
‘assistance oflsix,expéfts (making a total -of 46 months of service) under
this programme. For the pericd 1965/1966, four countries (Libya, Ghana,
Nigeria and Sierra:Leone) received 7 experts, whose service will total
90 monthso ‘l - o I N

4. Unlted Natlons Sp601a1 Fund

The three programmes Just describved usually COVer short—term pro-
3ectsa They have proved to be 1nsufflclent or 1ncomplete because most
'of the new and dﬁveloplng countrles have prepared’ 1mportant plans for

the modernization or expan81on of thelr telecommunlcatlon networks.

To meet the increased need for quallfled teohnlolans to brlng these '
plans into effsot and’ operate ‘them, longaterm yocational tralnlng prom
grammes have been introdiuced. For this purpose, speclallzed centres
or regional institutes have been set up, thanks to the Unlted Nations
Special Fund.

Projects of this type generally extend over & pericd of five years,
the necesgsary credits belng allocated by the. United Kations, whlle the
ITU supplies the 1nternat10nal experts to traln the first technlolans

and the national 1nstructors who will be called upoeh 1o replaca them,

At present, the Union is in charge of the execution of 13 voca—
tional draining proaects under ‘the Speclal Fund., 1nv01v1ng-a total -
amount of 13 358,700 dollars (the value of the a351stanoe supplled by
‘the United Natlons) ' o ' '

"These 13 progects are dlstrlbute& as follows.

Continent _ MNumber of Projects  Value in §
Africa . 5 5,055,000
latin dmevica 2 " 2,330,480 .
g R Tl gt 5,973,300

13 13,358,700
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- The desistance supplled under these prOJeCfS GOHSlStS Of' |

(a) +the vprovision of experts, of Whom there are 37 for the flve

Afrlcan progects,

(v) :fellowshlps coverlng a total perlod ‘of 624 months for the'

Afrlcan conﬁlnent, :

(o) Laboratory equlpment whose value Wlll reaoh 1, OOO OOO dollars.

n The settlng up of 1nst1tutes for the longuterm tralnlng of telaoomn

munication teohnlclans is a very 1mportant task in whlch the ITU 1s'

actlvely engaged,

The 5_pr039cts now under Wayjin Affica are located-in the follow-
ing countries: ' '

Algeria _ Ghana _ Sudan

Congo S Madagascar ' o

But before leav1ng the subject of the experts attaohed to the

different programmes (EPTA, SF, etc.), it should be pointed out that
in 1965 thelr number rose to 158 dlstrlbuted as follows.

Mumber of Experts

Continent

. EPTA i) Misc._ Totél

”;é§¥i§; "£" . '31 j‘uzé_ . 3 s
:;;atiﬁ1America R 15 16 - 4 . 35
igia 21. 40 5 66

67 79 . 12" - 158 °

De Pilot Project Abidjan — Addis Ababa. .

Another Special Fund Project relates t0 the seétting up of direct
telephone and telegraph comnexions between Addis Ababa and Abidjan; to
create an East-West axis through the African continent. . Taig project

constitutes an excellent example of co-operation between two countries,
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the Spe01a1 Fund and the ITU. Total funds made avallable by the United
Nations for this proaect amount $o 812 100 dollarso

6, Emergency Aid to the Congo - Leoyoldv1lle

An ITU Mission 1s now 1n the Congo to advise the government on -
telecommunlcatlon problems and also to see to the 1nsta11at10n, nain-

tenanoe and oPeratlon of an 1mportant quantlty of equlpment,
Thls mlsslon comprlses 34 experts, of Whom 24 are already at Work.

In addltlon, permanent vocatlonal tralnlng courses. have been it
organlzed, thanks to the recruitment of three experts for that purpose
who took up their duties on 1 January 1966. This last prograﬂme is
fingnced by the Uhlted Nations Special Fund. 4 A

Xe Seminars

Despite the con81derable assistance furnlshed by the - ITT under :
the various Uhlted Nations programmes, the demand 1s £0 great that there
ig always a gap between the resources available and the requlrements o
to be met. B ' B S

To supplement the aséistance supbliea;thanks to thelfﬁnds made \
available by the United Natlons, the ITU has launched ite” own programnme

of "Technloal A531stance in Klnd"

‘Thys, seminars have veon organizéd'oﬂ the occagion of ﬁﬁé:ﬁéetings
of the Plan Committeesy Very interesting lectures have-been &eii%@ééd
at these meminars and have been published in the three languages:.Fnglish,
French and Spanlshs )

For ltsmpart the IFRB organlzed seminars on frequency management
and usage of the radio spectrum in 1963 and 1964, Thesge seminars were

attended by 109 techniciang, of whom 30 were from African’ countries.
The next seminar will be held in CGenewvs next September and in view _
of the guestions to be dealt with, I'am sure that*many‘Afriéan~techniciéns-

will take part in its
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!
Under this programme, the more developed countries have been asked
to organize seminars, in co—operation with the ITU on subjects affect—

ing the various branches of telecommunications.

In 1962, a meminar was organized in Paris by the French Adminigtra-
v tion for Fronch-speaking countries of Afrlca.~ The subject denlt Wlth '
wag "General organization Prlnolples for~ Nationai Teleoommunfaatlon '

Networks in Tropical Countries". The seminar was attended by 19 techni- :

cians fprmL17-cQuntries~

" Another seminar dealing with "Various uses of telecommunication
channels" was: organized in' the Federal Republic of Germany by the
Administration of that country. It was attended by 21 techﬁioi&ﬁs from

14 African countries.

‘Purthermore, séveral seminars, dealing in partlcular with "Satel—
lite Telecommunication" hsve already been held or planned under the

ITU programmne of seminars. -

-Finally,:it is pleasant to note that the Montreux Plenipotentiary
Conference recognized the imporjance of such seminmars; this is siressed
in its Resolution No.34, whereby it instructs the Secretary-General of
the IT0 to encourage developed countries to organize such seminars and

co—ordinate their efforits in this Field.
XI. Conoluéion

In conclusion, allow me to stress once more the importance attached

by the ITU to technical assistance problems.

Throughout this brief survey I have attempted to indicate all the
possibilities offered by our Union to new and developing countries,
and in particular, to African countries, to help them to develop their

telecommunication networks in the best possible conditions.
As I have explained, the four permanent organs of the Union:

General Secretariat
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CCITT
CCIR

IFREB

" have alréady:&ireétedftheif activities towards inﬁeinational cqéqperaﬁion,

thus trilliaatly justifying their world-wide vocation. -
fMoredver,'tha_technical'co—operatidn'servioes will be strengthened,

in accordance with the directives issued by the Montreux Plenipotentiary

Conference,'by the‘recruitment of new exports whose gpecial task it

will be to supply information and advice rapldly to new and developlng

countrles (Hesolutlon Ho.29). '

_You mey therefore rest assured that the International TelécomMuniéa—ﬂ
tion Union, faithful to its hundred years of tradition, will do every—
_ thing in its.power — as far as its resources will allow - to strengthen

and develop international co—operation among all ite members.




