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Origin . ■■■,-■

.. 1#: The Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa, sponsored jointly

• "by the Economic Commission for Africa and the Organization for African

TTni-jjy under their respective resolutions /I48 (VIl) and TRC/ZES/ll7.?

%j met in. Addis Ababa from..7 to 12 March 1966, , . . . ■

5 Purpose , - ' '

2, The purpose of -the joint meeting was threefold!

(i) to review the existing, or planned national networks from

the viewpoint of potential needs rather than past traffic

.. . ■■ flows. ■ . .,....-

• . (ii) "to determine a realistic programme covering the following

phases: . .

(a) the completion of the pre-investment work already begun

and its follow-up with a physical survey which would

produce plans and specifications of the equipment required,

together with cost estimates. The survey would in ad

dition include investigation of any special problems

;; of operational and tariff matters; ' -■■

(b) the setting out of a training programme which would ensure

the success of the operation of the network," through - !

paying particular attention to the training of personnel

for all aspects of the planning, administration^ .instal

lation, maintenance, and operation of the network. The

programme would encompass the setting up of national

schools for advanced and specialized training and pro

vide for the training of instructors for these schools.

(iii) to initiate negotiations for financing the scheme through

the African' Development Bank.
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Organisation and Attendance -^. -c: ■-

3. The meeting was attended:by delegates from the following 34 members

and associate member States? Algeria, Burundi,' Cameroon, Central- ■

African Republic, Chad, "'^vj* Republic of Congo, the Democratic 'Republic

of Congo, Dahomey, Ethiopia^ Equatorial Guinea, France? Gabon, Ghana,

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Niger7: ■ ■

Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Togo,

Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom, Upper Volta

and Zambia. The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) was

represented by a delegation of four, led by' the Deputy"Secretary-General.

Observers from the East African Common Services Organization (EACSO)

also attended the meeting. A list, of participants is attached.-(Annex l),

4* At the first plenary session the following officers1 ;were elected

(Agenda Item 2): . ■ :.-..-. ■ : ';

Mr, B. Admassie (Ethiopia) as Chairman^

Mr. A- Amrani (Algeria) and Mr. G.C. Okoli (Nigeria) as First and

Second Tice—Chairman respectively? and

Mra C.S* Davies (Sierra Leone) and Mr, L-;;.: Dia (Senegal) as

. Rapporteurs.

5* -A Drafting Committee of five j comprising, the following was

■ elected! ■ ■.. : ■..-.;■■■.■ .'•'■-...■■

Mr. PiTiDebrah (Ghana)', '

Mr* S. Ben"Cheikh;(Tunisia), -

; 'Mrv Maengou (Central African Republic),'

and the two rapporteurs- Thex Committee elected as its Chairman.,

H. Ben Cheikh,

6. Following the adoption of the Agenda, (Annex II), the meeting

decided to establish two Committees, which would meet simultaneously

and deal with certain items on the Agenda, Items 5, 6 and 8 of the

Agenda were allocated to Committee ITclj and^ Item 7 "t° Committee No,
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Item 4 of the agenda was reserved for discussion in the plenary session,

together with the reports of the-two committees.

Opening Ceremony

7, Mr..- G»L. Pognon, Assistant Secretary-General of the GAU,' opened

the meeting on 7 March 1966, with a welcome to the delegates: on behalf

of the Organization of African Unity and,the Economic Commission for

Africa, The Head of the Ethiopian delegation read a message from His

Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia (Annex Hl)|

and welcomed the delegates (Annex TV). Mr. G.E.A. Lardner, a member

of the secretariat, read a statement on "behalf of the Executive Secre

tary (Annex;V). Kr,.M. Milli, Deputy Secretary-General (ITU) also

addressed the meeting (Annex 71). Ihe meeting then reassembled in its

first plenary session to proceed with the election of officers and dis

cuss the organisation of its work, , ;
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■ ■ ■'■ ■•: . . Agenda .Item 4

Qeaeral Review, of .Activities in the field of

Ta1ecomisunications

8. .In reviewing the work of the OAU transport and Communication

Commission, Mr. Pognon reminded delegates of the plans drawn up,

at the Cairo-Meeting in 1964, and the.decisions and recommendations

adopted. The programme adopted'at that meeting had not been implemented

because only-a few countries were prepared to place experts at the dis

posal of the OAU secretariat, and even when job descriptions were sent

to countries no experts were forthcoming.■ The OAU would take advantage

of any-offer that may s-fiai Toe made by member: States? and take note

of- the.projects that.were required, and of the stage reached in the

■implementation of the. proposals adopted at the Cairo Meeting.

9. The ECA secretariat then put two"points before the meeting for
study:

(i) Method of procedure for implementation of the Home and Dakar
Plans? andj

(ii) Sources of financing.

It was suggested that, on the question of financing, the approach

should be not in the form of a request for aid,- but more as an offer

of countries opportunities to the advanced countries, for profitable

business relations. Unquestionably the need for developing telecom

munications in Africa was urgent, and the primary purpose of the meet

ing should be to devise the ways and means,

10. Some delegates complained that circulars sent to member States,

presumably through government channels, often reached PTT Administra

tions after a long delay, whilst other circulars were never received.

It was recognized that the problem experienced by the ECA and the OAU

would be obviated if each government would empower the secretariat to

transmit copies of documents on technical issues direct to their PTT

Administration.
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11. It was pointed out that response to requests by African countries

for bilateral aid was not always encouraging and, in that in some cases,

surveys made by ITU experts of country requirements were never followed

up. For this reason member countries were not always to blame for the

lack of sustained progress in the establishment (development) of tele-
coaHsunicatxons. ,

12. It was noted that if each country would report the causes of dead-

look to the EGA an endeavour could be made to remedy the situation.

13. In reviewing.the factors which had impeded progress in the improve

ment of the internal (domestic) links of member States, the following

were noted to be the most commons

(1) Lack of experts to undertake studies^

(2) Lack of personnels.

(3) Lack of finance.

14. Tne:r6le; of ITU in.training personnel was recognized but the pro

blem of securing finance for development remained.

15. The Deputy Secretary-General (ITU) outlined the kind of assist

ance thafthe ITU is competent to give. Hiis includes study groups,

experts, fellowships, missions and. training. He said that ITlJ could

not help with the question of financing. ITU was ready to help in

other areas Required for the realization of studies, experts, training,

etc. He said that since the Montreux Conference, ITU had been empowered

to have experts at Headquarters to deal promptly with all questions
outside financing.

16. The ECA1representative stated that while the secretariat lacked

funds for providing direct assistance in establishing network, it could

he the intermediary in making financial arrangements with bilateral

agencies to facilitate the implementation of projects. For example,

the United States of America, had indicated willingness to extend

specific kinds of assistance on request. It remained for member com>-

tries to determine their requirements.
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17* Kie Assis-ta:-:- S:::j^;:-Choral -(QiTT)' thought that theOAUand

EGA oould help ?; provided member countries presented their plans properly*

The African Development Bank had "declared its intention to coiuiaence

its operation by investing in Telecommunications'Projects. The OAU

had developed very good relation with the ifrioan Development Bank

and advantage coizlo. 'do -taken of tils relationship if comber countries

produced interesting pi&iij* ■ , ■ ". ■■ ■ ■

18= iThe delegates, expressed interest in tho offer of assistance "by

vhe ITtiAo It was feJ.t that th^ aouroe ox help could be tapped-, even'

5-t this 6tage5 :C'or tho solution of suoh .pro'bls:i;;? as "lack of technical "'

expertB? training, oieQ Ih.8 USA ooald perhs/ou? provide erper:tsj" on a ■short-

term 'baQis as ar. iirbe.r.Lm ineaG^rs. In addition, training which was . ■ "

very neoevjaarjy- for developing administration could also be solved in

this Tray on a sIio:?W;e:^i "banin. It fras reported that some schools had

been established in -:>oibo Fronoh-BpeaicLng countries in'Africa, and a

technical educational inntxtute was uow required in one .of the English- ■

speaking '-countries in'Wo&t Africa, located in Nigeria or Sierra Leone, .

or Libex'ia or Gaffibit:.a

19. Tne la-ik of ercoert ii^orroation services on the Continent and

dependency upon no?i-.--.f:7ican ctgenoies for information about ifrica

stressed^' and' the inadoDmoy of telecommunication facilities was stated

to be harapei-ins tlie' ^o.vi; of oolleoting info.riaation, ITu/SCA and ..OAU ■

were exhorted to' co-ordinate their efforts to .enable member countries

to realise1'the objectives of the Plansl£i o
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■ ' Report of Committee ffo-«l to the Plenary Session

20- Committee EFo.l had been appointed to deal with the following items

on the agenda:

(a) Item 5: Pan-African Network Plan proposals.

(h) Item 6: Implementation of the Pan-Afrioan ftetwork.

(o) Item 8: Financing,

21* Tb.& Gommittee met from 8 to 11 March. 1966 under the chairmanship

of Mr. G.C. Okoli (Nigeria), the second vice-president. The Committee

had before it documents e/cN.14/£H)L/2 - OAU/TEL/2 and E/CN.I4/EEI/5 -

OAU/iEL/5. It was assisted by two working groups which studied and

made recommendations on specific questions relating to Pan—African

telecommunications network and to financing,

22, "The Committee first of all, reviewed its terms of reference and

agreed; to group together in sequence the main proposals contained in

documents E/CN.14/TEL/2 and TEL/5 so as to facilitate discussion. The

conclusions reached by the Committee are set out below.

National networks and links with neighbouring countries

23. The Committee referred to the Plan Committee Meeting and agreed

that it is the responsibility of individual oountries to implement the

projects recommended in this plan.

Resolution No.l which is attached to this report was adopted.

Pan-African Network

24* It was agreed that the establishment of an efficient and modern

pan—African telecommunication network was very necessary; however,

a realistic plan could not emerge until each country had-completed :

the questionnaire which is being issued by the ITU in connexion with

the forthcoming meeting of the Plan Committee for Africa,

Inter-Continental Network

25* In view of the urgency and the greater importance attached by

African countries to a pan-African network it was agreed not to give
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further consideration to this question- until the African regional pro

ject has been implemented.

Pre-Investment Survey " '

26. The Committee took cognisance of the fact that the planning of

•telecommunications projects should consist of the following three

phases:

(a) Pre-planning phase|

(b) The establishment of the plan? and

. (c) ^e pre-investment phase.

27. In considering these phases the Committee stressed in respect of

(a) and-(b). .the need for completing without delay the questionnaire

being issued by the ITU, and invited the Plan Committee for Africa to

formulate the plan before the end of 1966.

28, In respect, of (c). it was agreed in the interests of efficiency

and economy that the survey should be undertaken on a national basis

Idj the staff of the different African countries concerned in a given

project.

Financing

29,.-. The Committee reviewed the range of proposals which required capital

investment and agreed to separate the problem into the following two

categories:

(a) Projects in connexion with national networks| and

(b) Circuits between neighbouring countries.

30. With regard to category (a)? it was recommended that the countries

concerned should, as far as possible, make financial provision from

their own resources. However, countries experiencing difficulties may

refer their problems to the ECA or ITU for assistance.

31. The Committee recognised that projects falling in category (b)

were long-term projects and included pre-investment studies which

would involve an excessive financial outlay necessitating an application
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for aid from international financing agencies. The Committee invited

the ECA, in collaboration with tlie OAtT and ITO, to endeavour to sponsor

applications submitted by African member countries in this respect.

(Pariff Struoture

32- The Committee took note of a paper on the subject submitted by

the delegate of Nigeria ajad observing that no action had been taken

to date in pursuance of resolution Ko«106 (Vl) of the Commission and

of the Resolution-adopted .by".-the OAU Commission on [Transport, and ■

Communications at Cairo in I964 resolved to call on.the ECA and OAU ■

to request the Director of CCITT to establish an ad hoc working, group

for the study of tariffs in Africa and to convene a meeting of the,

group as soon as possible.

ECA Questionnaire

33* This matter came up for discussion after the Committee had

exhausted the time allocated to it for its woj?k and it was not pos

sible to give it full consideration. The Committee agreed to report

the position to the next Plenary Session with a recommendation that

the ECA secretariat might be requested to reproduce the questions in

the form of a document and circulate to member administrations for

proper treatment,

34, ■ The report of Committee No.l was presented to the Plenary Session

held on' 12 March I966. The meeting noted"" the report and after some

discussion adopted the following resolutions:
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Resolution

National Fetwor^s'and Circuits to Neighbouring Countries

The ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

Decides that the development of national telecommunications net

works and of connexions witH'neighbouring countries, which are of great

importance for the Afrioan network, lies within the competence of the

Governments concerned, . :

■ Recommends that in order to establish these networks, they may-

request the aid of certain friendly countries through bilateral agree

ments or, should the necessity arise, that of the IOU or the ECA,
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Resolution ITo.2

Interim Implementation ofLthe .African Network

Ihe ECA/oAIT-Joint Meeting on OteleooiBmunidatio-ns in Africa,

Having noted that the'^akar and "Rome Plans'are out of date,

That some African, States do not appear in -these two plans,.

That some African States have set up circuits which: do not appear

in these plane.

Recommends that member States of OAU, until the Pan-African ,

telecommunications network is established before the end of 1966S should

continue to set up links in accordance with the criteria they have used

up till now.
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Eesolution I0.3

Pre-investment Study of the Pan-African Network

The ECA/CAtT Joint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

^oting t}le unanimous support expressed for the establishment of

an efficient and modern Pan-African telecommunications network,

Conscious of

The need for a well co-ordinated plan based on actual field survey

and 'on-site1 investigation in the countries concerned,..

The need for a pre-investment survey in order to obtain an accurate

financial and technical assessment to undertake in a realistic and

business-like manner a gigantic project of the type envisaged,

Ohe acute shortage in Africa of experienced technical and administra

tive personnel needed to organize, supervise and execute in a proper

and orderly manner this survey,

Th& need for active participation 'by African countries and the

stimulus they must provide if the programme is to succeed,

Recognizing

Iliat the planning of telecommunications projects consists of three

phases as follows:

(a) the pre-planning phases

(b) the establishment of the plans a*icl

(c) the pre-investment phase,

Bia-fc excessive delay in implementing the Pan-African telecommunica

tions plan may hamper the economic growth of Africa in other fields

and leave the continent far behind in the establishment of the plan

for a global interconnexion system,

1* Calls upon member States to undertake as much as possible the

pre-planning survey in their territories by the end of September 1966
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in accordance with the questionnaire submitted "fay CCITT secretariat.

In the event that the necessary experts are not available in a member-

country to conduct the pre-planning survey a request should "be made

by that country for the necessary assistance from the ITU or ECA,

2. Invites the ITD" African Committee to prepare a plan for. the

Pan-African network at a meeting to be held before, the end of 1966,

' 3« Reaffirms that the pre-investment phase will require the

services of experts in the field of telecommunications.for.the descrip

tion of projects, the determinations of standards and the preparation

of" specifications which will be submitted to contractors,

'" 4/ ' Proposes that in the interests of efficiency and economy the .

everts in question"'should, as far as possible, be drawn from the staffs

jy£ 'the different African countid^rconcerned- in-a,, given project,

5. Urges

(a) ECA/lTU to combine their efforts in order to make avail

able the services of experts for those countries which

may request them,

(b) OAU and BCA to ensure the satisfactory execution of these

studies, to follow closely the implementation of the

project and to provide immediate and efficient assistance

to those countries which have difficulties in implement

ing any project,

' (c) The countries concerned to dp. their best to set up the

Pan-African network in the best possible technical and

economic conditions with the least delay in accordance

with the aspirations of the African countries.
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Resolution

Financing

EGA/QAU Joint Meeting, on Telecommunications in Africa, . ..

■ Considering . ■ ... - .■ ■

That the Pan-^African telecommunications and national networks ., '

comprising all aspects of provision of. equipmentr as well, as their

operation, are absolute requisites to the economic, social and political

development'of ,Africas .. . ... . ■

Gliat a two stage development scheme is envisaged, namely a short-

term plan and a long-term programme "both of which require pre-iirrestment

.surveys 5 ■ ■ ..; ■

That'the financing of these'schemes involves very heavy financial ■

commitments, ■ .. = ■..'

. •• go ting that the necessary funds may be obtained through any of

the following sources: ■• . ■ .-.,■-

(a) United Nations Development Programme.

("b) African Development Bank9 ■

■ ■ (c) The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

and the. International Development Association.

(d) Bilateral donors.

(e) SCA as intermediary to any of the above development programmes.

(f) ITU as intermediary to the United Nations Development Programme

for the provision of experts. ' " "'■

(g) Any other financing organization.

Recommends

1, That each member State continue to finance the improvement

and the extension of its national network and the network with neighbour

ing countries.
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in accordance with the questionnaire submitted by CCITT secretariat.

In the event that the necessary experts are not available in a member-

country to conduct the pre-planning survey a request should be made

by that country for the necessary assistance from the ITU or ECA,

2» Invites the ITU African Committee to prepare a plan for the

Panr-A&rican network at a meeting to be held before the end of 1966,

3; Reaffirms that- the pre-investmenf phase will require the:

services of experts in the field of telecommunications for the descrip

tion of projects, the determinations of standards-and the preparation

of specifioatians which; will be submitted to contractors,

4* Proposes that in the interests of efficiency and economy the

everts in question-aiiouldj as far as possible, be drawn from the staffs

of the different African couni^ies"o<>n<>ern©^,ija»a-.given project,

5. Urges.

''-'■ (a) ECA/lTU to combine their efforts in order to make avail

able the services of experts for those countries which

may request them, ..

(b) OAU and ECA to ensure the satisfactory execution of these

studies, to follow closely the implementation of the

project and to provide immediate and efficient assistance

to those countries which have difficulties in implement

ing any project,

' ' (c) She countries concerned to do their best to set up. the

■Pan^African network in the best possible technical and

economic conditions with the least delay in accordance

with the aspirations of the African countries*
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.'"■""" " ■ Resolution-Ho»4 ■ . :

Financing ' ■

%he_.ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

■ Considering ....... ■ " ...... : :

■ ikat the Pan-African telecommunications and national networks .

comprising all aspects of provision of equipment, as well as their

-operation, are absolute requisites to the economic, sooial and political

development-of Africa5, ■ '.. : ■

That a two stage'development scheme is envisaged, namely a shorts

term, plan and a long-term programme both of. which require pre-investment

surveysj .-....-

That the financing-of these schemes involves very heavy financial

commitments3

- :•• Noting .that the necessary funds may. be obtained through any of

the following, sources:- ■ ■

(a) United lations Development Programme.. . ■

''■'"■ (b) African Development Banks

(c) The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

and the International Development Association.

(d) Bilateral donors. . .

(e) EGA-as intermediary to any of the above development programmes.

-■' (f) '.ITQ as intermediary to the United Nations Development Programme

v- for the provision of experts*'■ ' ' ■-. ■".. ■

(g) Any other financing organization,

Heoommends

1. Ilhat each member State continue to finance the improvement

and the extension of its national network and the network with neighbour

ing countries9
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2. O!hat BCA in collaboration with the OAU and ITU each in its

own way endeavour to give assistance to African countries in the form

of aid to acquire the necessary funds to carry out their projects,

3- Olhat SCA in close co-operation with QAU continue to

areas of financing possibilities,

Requests the Administrative Seeretary-General of OAIT and the

Executive Secretary of EGA to exert all effort necessary for the

implementation of these recommendations,
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Resolution

..... , Tariff Structure. -

Ohe ECA/OAU Joint Meeting on ateieooiWunioationa in Africa.

that the question of tariffs in Africa.which, is still pend-
ing is a difficult and complex one,

That relatively detailed studies should fee, undertaken with-a view:,
to the harmonization of tariffs structure, .■-....

me existence within CCITT of a study committee dealing with tariffs
and costs?

Havinp taken note of the document submitted by the delegation of

Nigeria, of resolution 10<S(Vl) adopted by the Economic Commission for

Africa at its sixth session in February I964i and, of the resolution

adopted by the OAU toansport and Communications Commission in Cairo
in October I964,

-^Uests. its ^airman, in consultation with the secretariats of
both ECA and OAU, and in accordance with the ITU Convention, to request

the Director of CCITT to establish an ad hoc working group which should

be convened as soon as possible to study the question of tariffs in
Africa,
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Report of Committee Hon2 to the Plenary Session . .

35* Committee FoB2 had been appointed to deal with Item 7 of the agenda

OSraining Programme. The Committee had before it the following documents:

and the Questionnaire on Education and

Training, . . :

Six meetings were held from 8 to 11 March, under the chairmanship of

Mr* Amrani. (Algeria) first: Vice-President of the Conference*

36, Hie Committee reviewed the conditions under which the shortage

of. qualified personnel in the various administrations may.be alleviated,

and noted :

(a) that no training project oould possibly be successful without

the support of member Governments, ..which in turn should be

convinced of the urgency of this task? .

(b) that Africa must be provided? in the shortest possible'-time,

. with a sufficient number of telecommunications, instructors

so.that the various administrations could dispense with the

services of expatriate personnel which proved costly in the

long run?

(c) that administrations should exercise caution in drawing up

a training programme, as experience showed that certain '

centres had to be closed down for lack of trainees.

37- The Committee considered that training should be. envisaged at five'

different levels!

W JJagineerss Engineers -should have received a complete academic

training. , Upon completion of their university studies, they

should specialise in, and .familiarize' themselves with, the

practices of their otm administrations*

..In,most cases, this personnel tras now trained abroad.
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(ii) mm^^imB^^o^xclanB. Fhis category included inspectors
and supervisors. . ■ ■ . ■ . .."■■;■ .■.-■■■ O'l

(There was a great need for this type of personnel in African

administrations. Highly qualified technicians should be sought

among candidates who had completed their secondary.education.

Shis personnel should as far as possible, be trained within

the region in national or multinational training centres. ■

(±ii) .PPsra-fcional and installation personnel. At this; level,"W
administrations could Justify the establishment of their own

- ■ ■ training centres, as experience showed that the best possible

training was that provided by the administration in charge .

, . . .of personnel. Tho training of this staff, recruited at.the

twelfth grade certificate level, must be based on practical

work, i.e. they should be taught to use the same equipment

they would find upon completion of training*

(iy) -. The fourthgroup included qualified workers, mechanics, fitters,
electricians, etc., who would receive a practical training

provided by qtialified personnel, Ofcey should have completed
their primary schooling, ....

(v) For the fifth group, which included semi-qualified workers,
in-service technical training would have to be provided.'

38. Ihe Committee noted that (a) the competent author!ties,should be
notified if difficulties arose in finding trainees of the required.

Ievelr(b> an attractive salary scale should be established, as

recruiting problems were generally due to the fact that salaries were '

lower than those offered by private, enterprises? and (c) a publicity

campaign should be -directed at informing the people accurately of the

importance, of telecommunications in. Africa, ■ ;

39- 0!he Committee felt it desirable that trainees in each category

should have the minimum required level.of.education. In certain cases?

additional instruction in mathematics and physics should be provided.
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40 • As far as the training of 'inspectors' and supervisors -was concerned,

the Committee noted that as it was not possible for .certain countries

to provide such training locally, there was need for establishing multi

national* -training centres* Geographical contiguity by itself was not

a sufficient criterion in : deciding the location of such centres., ..but

greater weight should.be attache'd to similarity of needs of countries

and the possibilities of countries using identical equipment. ■ '•■'■'

41■--, Since a few training centres already existed in -Africa, the Oom-

ffiiitse suggested that a joint survey mission of X5PCT, EOA and OATJ experts

should make recommendations as to which centres should be selected to ■"■■''

be developed as multinational centres.

42. The Committee adopted the questionnaire prepared to assess as

accurately as possible the. personnel requirements in Africa and it recom

mended completion by member States. It was further recommended, that ■ .

the questionnaire should be filled'.in a number of copies equal to the

number of categories of personnel and transmitted to the ECA/lTQ

secretariat not later than 30 June 1966.

43. Having examined documents E/CN.I4/TEL/I-OAU/IEL/1, e/C3J.I4/EEL/3/-

OAU/m/3, and E/C3^.14/tEL/4"OAU/!TEL/4? the Committee agreed to .recom

mend three resolutions to the plenary session:

(i) on training of telecommunications personnel in general^ . .

(ii-):;-.,on training in:management, techniques for the African person

nel of telecommunications services 5 andj ■

(iii) .- on the training of instructors in the field of telecommunioa*

._.:-.. tions. . . .. ■

44- ' She report of Committee Ho.2 was presented to the plenary session

held On 12 March I966. Kie meeting took note of the report and adopted

the following resolutions;
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Resolution Uo.6

"' "'"" .Training of Telecommunications Personnel

The EGA/PAH/ Joint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

; Considering that the establishment .of-a Pan-African telecommunica-

tions. network.is dependent on the-training of competent staff in all

fields, '.■.-. . - .:. ■■■.....-, . ■- . .. ■ .

" Considering that the-shortage of qualified technicians constitu-

.tes.a restrictive factor .in the development of the telecommunications •

in Africa, .- ■ ■. . ■ ■ . . ■ . .

Reoommends s -....=■

1-. Biat the ECA/iOT Joint Mission undertakes as a matter of urgency

-a:-survey of Afrioan needs-in the field of professional training, on

the:basis of the replies to the questionnaire attached to this resolu

tion, and present recommendations accordinglyj

2. That certain existing training centres be selected by. a. team ,

of experts appointed jointly by ECA, OAU and ITU with a view to develop

ing them as-multinational centres providing higher education at the

engineer and technical inspector levels?' '

3. That all African Governments be requested to establish as

soon as possible a training centre for telecommunications at the'

supervising and operational levels, in countries where such centres

do not already exist; .

■■■-;•'-• Invites SCA, .OAU and ITU to assess and seek the resources needed

for the development of education and training in the field of tele

communications in Africa and especially for the.rapid implementation

of the three recommendations made above.
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^Lieetionnaire to be completed "by each Administration and returned to

the.Executive Secretary ofECA (for the attention of the Joint ECA/lTU

* Mission, P.O. 'Box 3001,. Addis .Ababa by"';.June 1966)

Part 1 (All Administrations) . . .
> ■ . ■ ■.-..-,. ■ - ■..■.■

(1) How many employees do you have in each, staff.category used

in your Administration?

(2) TUhat are your, estimated staff requirements for each categorys-

M 1971?

(b) 1976?

(3) Is there a university-level school of engineering in your

country?

(a) If yess How many electrical engineers are expected to

graduate from this school during each of the next 3 years?

. How.many of .them do you .ezspect to recruit for your service?

Do they receive practical.training after leaving the

university? -"ffiiere? For how long?

("b) If no :■• Where do your engineers receive their university

'■'. . -education?... . . .

How many of them do you recruit each year? ■ .. ;- .'

Do you have a scholarship system for these student engineers?

Do they receive practical training after leaving the

university? Ihere?: For how long?

Part 2 (Administrations with one or more vocational training centres

in existence at present)

(4) Where is (are) your vocational training centre(s) located?

(5) For each of the categories listed in your answer to question

(l) above, please give the following details'!

(a) Annual intake of your training system-

(b) Qualifications required for entry to tfhe courses.
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--- (c) Duration of courses* ■ ■

(i) formal training at the-centre».

(ii) practical training.

(d) Are you able to offer other administrations the bpportu- ■

-■-■ '■■' ■', nity of-sending students to these courses? . . ■ .

If yes, how many per year?

(e) Do these courses fulfil your requirements regarding:

(i) quality? ... . .

(ii) quantity?

(f) If not, what are the short—comings encountered?

. : (g) Do you have any difficulties in finding sufficient students

, . .. ^ in this category? If yes,, why?, give a list of them.

- \\ ,(6)r. Do you have- any difficulties in making enough instructors

.-: available? If yes-,-for which courses? Why? "What are you

doing at present to .solve this problem?

.,...■. (.7)- ■ Does your country need-foreign assistance .to develop your

system of vocational training? If yes, specify your needs.

Part 3 (Administrations without -any vocational training centre at

. ... . . present .and those where the existing training centre does not

provide-training for all categories of personnel required).

(8) For each of the categories listed in your reply to question (l)

above for which no training system exists in your country

"please give the following details! " " ■■■■-.-■. _ .. ...

(a) Where do your personnel receive their training?

(b) How many are being trained at present?

(o) Do you intend to set up a local training, centre for this

category?

(d) If yes,
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(i) ¥hen?

(ii) Specify the foreign assistance that you -will

"'■■■ ■'■ 'require. If not, why?

(e) Do you ha-ve any difficulties in recruiting sufficient

- .;, ; , staff in this category? If yes, why?

Part 4

(9) Other information concerning staff education and train

ing in the field of telecommunications,
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Resolution

of the AfrioanPersonnel of

_Te_l_eo_oniiiiunic-ations Services

The ICA/OAIJJoint Meeting on Telecommunications in Africa,

Having examined document E/GN

Considering that there is an imperative and urgent need to train .

the African senior personnel of telecommunications in management

techniques}

Beoommends1

16 That such training "be offered under the best possible condi

tions through courses or seminars?

2O That such courses and seminars should, preferably, be held

in Africa 5 ■ ,

3* Ttiat their duration "be limited to short periods, since the

duties of the participants would not allow them to leave their posts

for long periods9

Invites ECA? OAU and ITU to co-operate in formulating permanent

programmes on subjects suoh as those proposed in document B/CH.14/1EL/3-

OAU/THrL/35 according to the recommendations made above.
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Resolution HTqo8

Qfraining of Instrmotors in the Field of Telecommunications

The ECA/OAUVJoint Meeting on Teleoommunications in Africa,

Having carefully examined document E/C2FO 14/TEL/4-OAU/li!BL/4 dated

14

Recognising the constant concern of the authors of this project

to promote the training of telecommunications personnel, pays tribute

to the efforts mad© ~by them to prepare the details and quantitative

studies they kindly submitted to the Meeting,

Considering

(a) That the training of telecommunications instructors in the

9?urin complex does not seem to be satisfactory since this

centre also aims at providing other types of training (trade-r

unionists, economists, business managers, etc.),

(b) That Frenob-and English-speaking fellowship-trainees would

have difficulty in adjusting themselves to this.environment

without a knowledge of the local language and that this would

result in considerable waste of time,

(o) That the proposed syllabus could equally well be implemented

in some African countries,

. (d) ffliat the proposed investment (US $7,600,000) could with

profit be allocated to African training centres which will

accept instructor—trainees,

1p Hecommends to the African governments that they should encourage

the best candidates to become instructors by offering the necessary

indueementj

2* Invites

(a) ECA and ITU to entrust the Joint Mission with the task of

making a detailed study of African needs for instructors;
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(b) ECA, OAU and ITU to entrust the experts appointed to select

multinational.training centres with the task of deciding'which

.of these centres are suitable for training telecommunications

instructors at the level of the.syllabus proposed by these

experts |

3» Further invites these organizations

(a). To. take all necessary steps to obtain the financial resources

required to supplement the existing equipment in the countries

selected for these purposes and to grant fellowships to the

instructor-trainees|

(b) To provide these centres with the number of teachers neces

sary for their normal operation*
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LISTS. D3S PAETICIPAFT3"

LIST OP PARTICIPANTS ■

algerie/algeria

hjetjitdx

CAMEEOOT/CAMIROOITS

CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE

G0UG0-LE0P0LD7ILLE

ITOBT COAST

eihiopie/ethiqpia

GABOH"

mbkes/members

Mr. Atdelmalik AMHAMI, Direoteur general PTT
Algox- ■ ■ ■ • ?

Mr^Alexandre IOSSIKAJm:, Inspecteur gfin&al,
Manis-fcere des. .IPel^oommunioations, Bujumbura

Mtoine KAEElffiB, mreoteur deS Te

Mr. Moussa TGSOUTA, Engineer Deputy Federal
Director -of.. Paand T6

Mr. llsxandre KDODifflB, Chef Exploitation
ctes Telooommunicationra, Douala

T^ e e Wlfioonuaunl
du Bureau des Teleoommunioations

^ ,. Mrecteur des Telecommunica

Wv, GAHCIS,. Ghof ^ .cabinet PTO

Mr", -Ferdinand H'Kashama, Chef de Bure
Secretaire du SecrotaTiat General des

...feo MIQUSO0, Direo-beur des Teleoommunioations

MS.- SABMOKO; Chef d!"Exploitation

fe. T. B0DHAIM4, Chef du Ser-^oe deBTele
inunica-tions

, BETHU ABB1SSIB, BaPuty General Manager5
^P^xai Beard of Teleoommumoations of
Ethiopia

Jtesta BHUSH, Deputy General Manager,
frial Board of Iteleoonmunloationa of

Mr, Idolphe miXIS, Blreoteur deB PoBte8
et J-'eleooramuaxoations

to. Pranooi, ATTOIBERT, Chef du Service
Telecommunications
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GHA1TA

HAUIE-VDLE4
UPPER TOLOlfl.

KESTYA

LIBERIA.

mum

mam.

JTOERIA

Mr. Peter Tetteh DEBRAH, Aest. Etigineer-in
Chief

Mra Peter ff. BAWAH? Asst. Engineer-in-Chief

^ Mignet A KAMBIHE, Directeur General des

(Cpmmunioa

, Chief Services Control-Wr. Percy Hoy

Mr. John BERRY, Chief Engineer, External
Telecomm,

Mr. Taylor Emery MAJOH, Commissioner of
Communications ■. .-■

H.E. Mro B.ff. KkTMGA, Ambassador of Malawi.
Addis Ababa '

Mr. Alan

Officer
miOBHBiJ),

Mr. Barmou BATOURE, Chef Exploitation
relecommunications

Mr, Gabriel CHUK¥URA OKOLI, Deputy Director
& Head of International Relations Division,
Ministry of Communications

Mr. Cyril QBTODHi NRI3 Principal Telecommunica
tions Engineer, Ministry of Communications: : -

Mr, Elijah OIJYEDIUMA KDUBITEZE, Oraffic ■ ' :
Manager, Nigerian External Telecommunications
j-ita.

REPTJBLIQUE ARABE UHE
OTEEED ARAB REPUBLIC

KEPUBLIQUE CEM&FRICAINE
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

REPUBLIQUE MALAGASY
MALAGASY REPUBLIC

to. H.I-A. UGW, Embassy of Nigeria, Addis
Ababa

Mr. ABOU B4KR EL SADICK EID, Asst. Director
General, UAR Telecommunications Authority

, Directeur des PTTMr.

^, Directeur General des
Telecommunications
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algerie/algeria

BtJHOKDI

CAMEROTBr/cAMEEOOUS

COiraO-BBAZZAVILLE

COHGO-LEOPOLDVTLLE

COTE

IVORY COAST

DAHOMET

GABON

I ■

lists des participants,

list op participants ■-...■.

mmbres/meicbers

Mr. AMelmalik-AKHAin:, Direoteur general PTT,
-. Alger . s

Mr, Alexandre ICl;^HIirAKTI3 Inspeoteur
Minist'ere des ' Tolecomm-unicationsj

Mr. Antoino lOIMim Direoteur des Telecomnnmzoa-
tions

Mr, Mousoa TCHOUTa, Bnginesr Deputy Federal
Director of P.and Tt

Mr, Alssaudr'e 1D0UMB1, Chef Exploitation
des Teldoommunioation3, Douala

Mr, BATOIA, In^enieur des Telecommunication.s.
Chef du Bureau des .TelecoEnrunications

Mro Charles "KIBOIIGE, Direoteur deS Telecommuni ca-
txons.. ; ■ -~ ■

Mro: GARCIPI, Chef Co .Cabinet PTT

Mr." Ferdinand 2PKaa]ia:aa, Chef de B.ireau,
SearStaire du- Seoro'tariat General des PTT

Mr. M Mreofceur de3 Teleooimnunications

Oj- Cliefd'Exploitation

Mr0. T, BOUBAIM4,- Chef du Ser-vloe desTeleooS-
munications

Mr. BETRU ADMASSIE, .Deputy General Manager/'
Imperial Board of Telecommunications' of "
Ethiopia

■Mr. Desta HBGASH, Deputy General Manager, '
Imperial Beard of Telecommunications of
Ethiopia . ...-,■

Mr. Adolphe iffilATE, Direoteur des Postes
et Telecoimnunxcations

to. Francois ATTOIBERT, Chef du Service des
Teleoomnnaiications
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HAUTE-VOLTA
UPPER 70L2A

KENYA

LIBERIA

MALAWI

NIGER

NIGERIA

REPUBLIQ.UE ARABE USTIE
TINIEED ARAB REPUBLIC

HEPUBLIQUE CEffSHAFRICAlN
CSFTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

HEPUBLIQUE MUGASY
MALAGASY REPUBLIC

Mr, Peter If. 'BAWtTAE, Asst, Engineer-in-Chief

Mignet A KAMBIRE, Directeur General des

Mr. ff.B. AKATSA, Under Secretary (.Gommunica-
tions) . .■•■■■■

H°y AaKniSOT' Services Control-

Mr. John BERRY, Chief Engineer, External
Telecomm.

Mr. Taylor Emery■ MAJOfi, Commissioner of
Communications :. .

H.E. Mr. B.W. KATEffGA, Ambassador of Malawi,
Addis Ababa '

Mr. ^Barmou BATOURE, Chef Ibcploitation
I'eleoommunications ■ . ,-. ■■ ". . .-:'

Mr. Gabriel CHUTWURA OZOLI, .Deputy Director
& Head of International Relations Division,
Ministry of Communications

Mr. Cyril QHDOH4 KRI, Principal Telecommunica
tions Engineer, Ministry of Communications ;,=

Mr, Elijah OmTESIlfflA' UDUBOSZE? Oraffic . ' '
Manager, Nigerian External Telecommunications

Mr. H.I.A. UGWtl, Embassy of Nigeria, Addis
Aba oa

-fc. ABOU BAKR EL SADICK EID, Asst. Director
General, UAR Telecommunications Authority

Mr. I^ZS^GOU, Directeur des PTT

Mr. HAJAOBIBA, Directeur General des
Telecommunications '
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REPTJBLIQUE MALAGASY

LEOiffi ,

sqmalie/soialia

SOUDA¥/sUMlSf

TCHAD/CHAD

TOGO

TDNISIE/T01JISU

zambib/zambia

Kp. HAMNIIEAj Inspecfeur-'en Chef des

Telecoiomunications

Mr. ASMANGE, ..Chef du Service des

munioations

Mr* HABIYAMBEBE5 Directeur des Telecommunica

tions

Mr. Leon.DIAj Secre-baire general du CCT?

Dakar

Mr-... Christopher S,

Department.

* & T.

Mr,Atdtaia-hi HTTSSEIST, Head of Telecommunica

tions Service

Mr, Ali Mohamed Hassan3 D&p0 Representative

to. FAROUK ELTATBB, Deputy Dirootor PTT

Jean-Saptiste LAOKOLBS Direotsur adjoint

PTT

Btr. j ■ Chef du Service des

Mr. Habib BSST CH"EHCE3 Ingenieur en Chef,

Directeur du Bureau d'Etudos et du Plan

Mr. Percy-Roy ATKBTSOlTj Chief Services ' ■
Controllers ?&T

Mr, John BEERY? Chief Enginoer, External

Telecomnu

Mro Alfred Henry-."KALDRAM, Director .Eeleoom-
munications

Mr* Vincent .CMCU KSOIfI? Assistant Secretary
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MHIBRES ASSOCIES - ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

ESPAGNE/SPAIH"

FRANCE

GUIHEE S3.UAT0RIALE

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

MAURITIUS

royaume ma -

UNITED KINGDOM

H.Ee Mr. Jose-Luis PLOREZ-ESTRAHA., Spanish

Ambassador, Addis Ababa

Mr, Salvador GALICIA CASTILLO, Engineer, ,,..

Madrid .

Mr, Luis J. CASANOVA, Spanish Embassy,. ...

Addis Ababa. ■ .:,. .

Mr. ELUECQUE, Deuxibmo Conseiller, Ambassade

de France, Addis-Ababa "■' ■ ■■ " "■"■

Mr. COLIJDE VERDIERE, Directeur, Compagnie

■France Cable et. Radio . ■ .." ;

to. Jean BIDAUTj Ingenieur general, Ministere

des Postes et Telecommunications

Mr. Roman Borico , TOICHOAj Minister., for. ...■ '

Industry and Mines

Mr. Simon ITGOIIO-HUDMJ, Governor, Bata?

Rio Muni

16?. Jaime SABATJ. BBRGAMILT? Ingenieur, Bata, '

Rio' Muni

Mr. Carlos G. Munoz, Embassy.of Spain,

Addis Ababa

Mr. Frank Ward- LOT/ELL, Director of Telecom

munications

Mr. Krishna Si^inii PIUDIAH, Training Officer

Mr. Robert Kirk BUIST, Second Secretary,
British Bnbassy,' Addis Ababa ■ -'■ ■ ■■:-;:"--

Mr* Barrington Charles HILL, Senior Execu

tive Engineer, British Post Office

uit/itu

AGELTCES SPECIALISES— SPECIALIZED AGMTCIES

Mr. Mohamed MILI, Vice Secretaire General.

UIT Geneve

Mr. BESSEXRE, Senior Counsolor, CCITT (ITU)

Mr. Lloyd William MSO^j Chief, Special

Fund Division, Technical Co-operation .

Department, ITU

Mr. GABRIEL-TSDROS, ITU Chief of Mission

(Congo)j Leopoldville.
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EEPUBLIQUE MALAGASY

RWAUFBA

SE3TSGAL

SOKALIE/SOMALIA

TCHA3)/CHAD

TOGO

ZAMBIE/ZAMBIA

Mr, KA3mri£RA3 Inspecteur en Chef des

Telecommunications

Mr. ARMA¥GE, Chef du Service des :rI!4l46ojD~

munications

J£c, HABITAMBEItE, Directeur des Telecommunica

tions

Mr. Leon BIA, Secretaire general du CCT,

Dakar

Mr. Christopher S, DAVXM, m

Department

P. & T.

■Mr•Abdullah.! HUSSEIJT, Head of Telecommunica

tions Service

Mr. Ali Mohamed Hassan5 £ep» Representative

Mr. PAEOUK ELTAYEBj Deputy Director PTT.

lflr0 Jean—Saptiste LAOKOLE, Direoteur adjoint

PTT

Bfro 'LATTSOIT, Chef du Service dos PTT

Mr. Habib BEET CHEIKH, Ingenieur en Chef,

Directeur:du Eureau d'Etudes ot du Plan

Mr. Percy Roy AOKIUSOff, Chief Service's ■■ ■-
Controller

Mr. John EEEaY? 'Chief Engineer, External

Telecomm,

Mr, Alfred Henry TTALDRAM, Director Telecom
munications

Mr'. Vincent CU¥CX7 JfSOMI, Assistant Secretary
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ME2CBRES ASSOCIES » ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

PRANCE

GUI3STEE.

EQUATORIAL GUIEEA

MAURITIUS

ROTAIME UBI

TJHIEED KINGDOM

H.E. Mr. Jose-Luis FLOREZ-ESTRABA, Spanish

Ambassador, Addis Ababa

Mr- Salvador GALICIA CASTILLO, Engineer, -.

Madrid \

Mr, Luis.J. CASANOVA, Spanish Embassy,,

Addis Ababa ';

Mr. ELUECQUE, Deuxiome Conseiller^ Ambassade

de'France, Add-is-Abeba ■ ■ . -"!

Mr. COLIj DE VERDIERB, Direoteur, Compagnie

France Cable et Radio ......

Mr. Jean BIDAUT,.. Ingenieur general, Ministere

des Postes et Telecommunications

Mr. Roman Borico TOICHOA, Minister for. . ..^

Industry and Mines

Mr, Simon HGQ1IO 3SDUMU, Governor, Bata, ■ '■
Rio Muni

Mr, Jaime SABAU. BERGAMIH", Ingenieur, Bata, .

Rio Muni ■'■ " '

Mir, Carlos.G. Munoa, Embassy of Spain,

Addis Ababa

Mr. Frank Ward LOT/ELL, Director of Telecom-'

munications . . .

Mr. Krishna Swaiai PTJTOIAH, Training Officer

Mr. Robert Kirk BUXST, Second Secretary,

British Embassy, Addis Ababa ■ ■.,' "

Mr. Barrington Charles HILL, Senior Execu

tive Engineer, British Post Office

uit/itu

AGMCES SPECIALISES— SPECIALIZED AGElTCIES

Mr, Mohamed MILI, Vice Secretaire General,

TJITS Geneve

Mr. BESSEIRE, Senior Counselor, CCITT (ITU)

Mr. Lloyd William MASOH, Chief, Special

Fund Division, Technical Co-operation

Department, ITU

Mr. GABRIEL^TEDEOS, ITU Chief of Mission

(Congo), Leopoldville.
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ORGANISATIONS IHTER-GOUVERIEMMTALES - HSFTSR-GOTEKimMTAL ORGANIZATIONS

East African Common Mr, Percy Roy ATKINSON, Chief Services

Services Organization Controller, Bast African Posts and Teleoom-

(EACSO) munications Administration

Mr, John BERRY? East African External

Telecommunications Co, Ltd,
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AMES II

AGE&TDA

1. Opening Addresses

2. Election of Officers

3. Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Meeting

4. General Review of activities in the Field of

Telecommunications

5. Pan-African Network Plan Proposals

6* Implementation of the Pan-African Network

7, Associated Itaining Programme

8, Financing

9, Adoption of Final Report and Recommendations
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AHMC III

LIST OF iDOCUMEEFTS

AGEEFBA (/M/
oau/tel/i)

joim eca/lkj programme for the dbvelopmeh't op
i AFRICA (b/GIT,14/(EE!L/2

OAU/m/2)

a?raihib"g for aprigajsf oeleoommdhigatiojj

(e/cn.i4/™l/3
OAU/(EEIL/3)

OF IHSOBUCTORS FOR AFRICAN

VoN.i4/m
OAU/dEL/4)

SURVET FOR A PAH-AFRICA5

HETtfOHK (I/ON.14/IBL/5
OAU/IEL/5).
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AM1X IV

MESSAGE OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTT HAILE SELASSIE I OF ETHIOPIA

TO THE JOINT ECA/OAU MEETING OF lELECOMETOHI CATIONS IN AFRICA

"The expansion and improvement of the intra-African telecommunica

tions network is one of the "basic necessities to attain our goal of

African unity. If we consider the present state of African telecommunica

tions, we note that when any African country communicates with another

African country by telephone or telegraph it must often "be made through

transit centres situated outside Africa, These circuits are consequently

expensive and often technically unusable and certainly not rapid. If

this situation is not rectified in the near future the development of

Africa in all fields will "be seriously handicapped.

Rapid communications between African countries is one of the most

important tools by which we can promote development in Africa. It is

to "be remembered that We have discussed this problem several times but

the anticipated progress of intra-African communications has not been

achieved,.

It is believed that you are here today to discuss collectively

the Dakar African Telecommunications Plan of 1962, and the World

Telecommunications Plan of Rome of 1963 and the methods by which the

implementation of these plans can be achieved,

.To fulfil these Plans immediately on a continental basis would

inevitably call for very heavy investment. It will thus probably be

necessary to implement them step by step in accordance with our economic

capabilities.

Fe therefore hope that you will make a serious effort to carry-

out your task and reach a successful solution and that this Conference

will mark a milestone in the development of African telecommunications"*
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BY ATO SETRU ADMASSIE, LEADER OF

TEE BTHIOPIM DELEGATION

As a representative of the country., Kthiopiaj more oorareo'fely the

ootintry you have chosen to hold your meeting, I consider it a personal

honour and privilege to be here to welcome you delegates to Addis Ababa

to participate in the Joint Meeting of ECA and OAU on (0Gleoommunioations

in Africa. Since the establishment of ECA in Addis Ababa and.the birth

of OAU, many meetings, which are not only of particular importance to

Africa, but also to the world, have taken place in Addis Ababa. But .

in the field of telecommunications, this present meeting is the first

to be held-here and also the firsir~teleoomiirunications meeting sponsored

jointly' by EGA and OAU? with high-level representatives--!"rouiJEnternational

bodies, such as International Telecommunications Union.

In the past there have been many meetings under the auspices of

the ITU in connexion with telecommunications in Africa, special mention

may be made of the Telecommunications Plan - Sub-Committee meeting for

Africa held in Dakar in January I962, and the Plan Committee for the

World held in Rome in November 1963,, As far as Africa is concerned

both the Dakar Plan and the Home Plan dealt with the plan of intra-

African networks,. As a whole, these plans are quite modest. How

ever, modest as the plans may be, their implementation has been dif

ficult, if not impossible for many reasons which I need not enumerate*

So far the plans worked out are for intra-African networks, but

of what use is the intra-African network if the national networks are

not sufficiently developed? While the international telecommunications

network is a joint effort among the nations of Africa and the national

networks are the responsibility of the individual nations concerned,

the interdependence of the two networks should not be overlooked in

telecommunications planning and implementation.
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For developing nations as well as developed nations3 the import

ance of telecommunications cannot "be over—enphasizecL Without reliable

and rapid telecommunications systems-9 political, social and economic

progress will not Toe easy., and may even .be impossible*

. Telecommunication in Africa today is in its infancy? on the

national level9 the telephone density 1b e.mong the lowest in the world5

and on the international level communication1 between two neighbouring-

African countries is conducted via European countries as transiting

centres. These, coupled with the shortage of qualified telecommunica

tions engineers and personnel and the unavailability of sufficient develop

ment fundsj are the problems that are facing us today. It is sincerely

hoped;that the present mooting could contribute to the solution .of one

of these problems0

'. .Once again, in welcoming .you to Addis Ababa for this meeting, I. :

wish you success in overcoming some of the problems of African telecom- '

munications*
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■ ST4TEMTT WAX® BY MR.G.E,A. LARIHER

. . OU BEHALF OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF ECA

t

TO THE JOINT BCA/OAU/ MEETING

CSS" TELECOMOSICATOTS 'iff AFRICA '

.It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this meeting on

behalf of the Executive Secretary, MrB Robert Gardiner. Ifr. Ctodiner

wishes me to express his profound-regret that he is not here, himself

to take part, in our deliberations on a subject to which the Economic'

Commission for Africa and the Organization of African Unity attach

very great importance todaya . ■

The Dakar Plan was' conceived in January l$62s that is four years .

ago. In Rome,.at the end of 1963, efforts were made to bring the Dakar

Plan up-to-date and to incorporate it in a World Plan, It was then,

expected, that the Rome Plan would 'take "some five years (1963 - .1966) . ..

to reach, maturity* Over two of these five years have passed since ' '

the Rome: meeting and it is clear that unless some purposeful steps are '

taken this year the .African Telecommunications Plan will.remain, parti-

cularlyin regard to inter^country linkages, on paper.

It is necessary to place this problem in. its true context. In

1962 we had not yet become fully,alive to the menacing problem of

population, growth, declining export prices and foreign exchange reserves,

in relation to economic development. A large number of African coun- " .

tries were intensely preoccupied with the problem of how to repair the

rapidly collapsing system of trade with the advanced countries which

had apparently been.enough to sustain.them under colonial regimes.

Today we-believe that a* important part of the answer lies in the

accelerated growth and structural change of the African economies, . ■'

With a few. exceptions, this is impossible on any basis other than ■

close-economic co-operation between African countries. The Economic

Commission for Africa has thus concentrated attention on this problem
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but we fully recognize the unreality of designing an intra-continental

economic system without'paying attention to the crucial role of trans

port and telecommunications, manpower, education and training, science

and technology and so on.

In this respect the Commission is in a somewhat anomalous position.

In a sense it is entrusted, to a far greater extent than any other

member organization of the United Nations family, with responsibility

for advancing the economic and social development of the African people.

It cannot, therefore, go to its constituency - the member States of

Africa - and plead that it failed to.persuade this or that other member

of the United Nations family to take steps that are essential for '

Africa's rapid development. To do so would open up dissension within'

the United lations family. If the EGA, in recognition of the fact that

other United Nations agencies have world-wide responsibilities and

naturally cannot take care of the ills of the African region to■the

extent required for rapid development, proposes to take the initiative ■■

it is confronted, in private, 'oy precisely the problem it sought to

avoia by refraining from a public plea.

One of the basic causes of this problem is, I suspect, the view

commonly held even today that economic development can somehow be

realistically discussed, planned and brought about by extraordinary

persons described as "economists" or "economic development planners",

independently of science and technology in general, of a complex of

supporting institutions, and of a wide range of research, teaching

production and managerial skills in the community*

When one really looks at the facts nothing is so absurd. Unfortu

nately this belief seems unconsciously, to have determined the formal

definition of relations between regional commissions and the technical

organs of the United nations. There is therefore imposed on technical

organs and regional commissions a grave burden of, ensuring that the

patient does not die while the doctors disagree.
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This is not a point we can afford, today, to dismiss casually or

with pleasant expressions of mutual goodwill or even admiration. Within

the past six months there have been a surprising number of changes of

governments in Africa in a manner which outside observers are beginning

to consider evidence of ^instability, It "would take us too far. to analyse

the causes of this development but it seems to me, speaking personnally,

that they all stem mainly from the failure of development. Contented

populations do hot, arbitrarily, get rid of their governments.

If therefore we in .the ECA, the OAU? the ITU and.other, agencies

entrusted with, or interested in the progress of Africa do not take

steps to advance real development rapidly, there is the even greater

danger that instability may become endemic in Africa, i,e, may become

a habit of mind. Once that occurs we are in for real trouble over many

years to come.

.., ; I cannot conceive of anyone, whether African or not, who can, or

ought to, contemplate this possibility with. calm. . In effect, therefore,

this meeting is not so much.about telecommunications in its limited

technical and financial., sense but about one of .the- major contributory

factors in avoiding the danger to which I have referred. We are not ■

now living in 1962 or 1963 but in a troubled 1966."

What do we expect from this meeting? I should say, firstly,

■evidence from governments of what they have done and of what needs to

be done. Secondly, an estimate of what help individual governments

need.i.n order to present,-in November, realistic proposals for the

revision of the African Telecommunications Plan, Qfrirdly. agreement

on the operational, steps which need to be taken after the meeting in

November in order to get the ifrican Plan moving quickly. There are,

of course, several important subjects on the Agenda which we must deal

with in a constructive and progressive manner. Ha substantial expan

sion of telecommunications in Africa can, for example, be sustained

-without imaginative and effective measures for building up African

personnel in every aspect of the subject. . ' ■
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I have, used the term realistic. Some definition is necessary.

First, no reasonable person.should expect at this stage that African :

countries can provide accurate forecasts of traffic on criteria

..familiar in advanced countri.es. Here we must proceed partly on the''--

basis of irreducible needs, which,.no matter.what, must be met if the

whole of Africa is not to become a cauldron within a few years. The':

Boonomio Commission.for,.Africa and the Organization of African Unity

are, I think, agreed that to meet. Africa's development problems -calls■-.

for far-reaching, even dramatic, measures affecting agriculture, industry,

education, science and technology, transport, telecommunications, insti

tutional services and so on, The alternative is not an even-paced . .

sensible rate of progress but more likely chaos. In effect, there is

a compulsion to African development today which did not .exist so clearly

ten years ago. The large programmes in all those fields in which the- ,

BCA collectively and severally is engaged must therefore count heavily

in making quantitative or. qualitative Judgements about needs in telecom-

. munications. Moreover1,, .there are few who will refuse to recognize that,

in telecommunications as in transport, the supply frequently generates

the demand. Indeed it very often cannot be anything else. The term

"realistic" thus.covers, for us, far more than engineering'measurements

or financial calculations. Onis does not mean that we should tolerate '

wild and extravagant propositions - it means only that we must to:ia

considerable extent depend in the early.years on such sound data'as

we may be fortunate to obtain and, beyond this, work on courageous and

intelligent-guesses. The African.region is not going to wait for perfec

tion or statistical-exactitude. . If, indeedj we as ■.technologists and '

economists press these cirteria too hard we shall in time force African

Governments to apply political, solutions to technological and economic

problems* I am sure none,of us here wish to see this. '. ■ -

■ I, have spoken at length not so much to press upon you arguments

with ■which you are no.doubt very.familiar, but even :more to draw the

attention of those .countries and institutions outside Africa'which

entertain goodwill towards us, to the perils to which they expose us
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"by" insisting on criteria which realism tells us would be more applic

able to Africa in I984 than in 1966,

There are however duties imposed on us as well. There is always

a danger in these matters of cutting one's nose to spite one's face.

If we in Africa who know the problems and dangers before us indulge

in petty struggles over the location of a working party or a relay

station we must not be surprised that those who would help us are dis

mayed and those who are sceptical laugh at us. The ordinary people

of this region look to their leaders whether in science or technology,

business or politics for more than indulgence in rivalries, and

deserve to be represented to the rest of the world with greater dignity

than has sometimes been the case in the past.

Although this meeting was jointly called by the ECA and the OAU,

we are both conscious of the initial role which the African Development

Bank and the ITU must play. The presence of the ITU here today led

by no less a person than the Deputy Secretary-General is particularly

welcome. I believe that the size and composition of the Union^s

delegation is evidence that the Union means business. This is a

challenge to us in the ECA and the OAU and even more so to the repre

sentative experts of the African States, I am sure that although the

Governor of the African Development Bank is not here today with us he

will be keenly following the course of this meeting.

I should like to end by stating my conviction that time is the,

scarcest commodity in Africa today.
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DEPUTY SECBETART-GMERAL OP THE

Mr. Chairmanj - . ■.-■•"

Gentlemen,

In the first place, allow me to address my warm thanks to

Mr, Gardiner, Eseuctive Secretary of the EGA? for the kind letter

which he sent on 14 January to the Secretary-General of the ITU,

inviting the International Telecommunication Union to take part in the

work of your Conference, This invitation has "been-accepted with' interest

&n& the delegation representing the ITU will consist of the Deputy

Secretary-General, Mr, Besseyre (Head of the Plan Department of "the

CCITT), &r« Mason of the Department of Technical Co-operation, and

316? ♦ Tedros, Head of the ITU Mission at. Leopoldville* . ....

This large delegation is proof - if it were necessary - of the

interest shown by the ITU in your- Conference and in ..a general way,in

the problems concerning new and developing countries, particularly

African countries.

The Plenipotentiary Conference devoted a large part of its work

at Montreux to problems of technical co-operation, and to that end -it .-

adopted eight resolutions which accurately define the role to be played

by the ITU in this field* . .

If we add certain relevant paragraphs of the Convention itself,

such as numbers. 188, 189. and 199, you can appreciate the important..

place given by the Plenipotentiary Conference to problems thai; ars of

special interest to new and developing countries*

I hasten to add that this technical co-operation role assigned -Jo

the ITU by the Plenipotentiary Conference is not a new,one,, and this

important problem had already been dealt with in the Geneva Convention,

tfor should we forget that the ITU calebrate<i-:its-centanaxy i
with the motto 2
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"A hundred years of international oo—operation".

This problem of technical co-operation is so important for the

Union, that I shall take the liberty, if you will allow me, of stealing

a few.moments of your valuable time to survey the various means which

the ITO" places at the disposal of new and developing countries with a

view to playing its full role in this field*

You may be aware that the International Telecommunication Union

comprises the following four permanent organs:

. .■.. General Secretariat;

" International Frequency Registration Board (IFEB)

CCITT

CCIR .

Each of these organs has a role to play in technical preparation and '

it plays it to the fullest possible extent*

I* The International Consultative Committees

' ' In fact, the International Consultative Committees (CCITT and CCIR)

-ha-ve constantly played an active role in technical co-operation since

their- creation. The recommendations issued by them provide information

and advice for new and developing countries that can be applied to

their international telecommunication services and are r,1so of great

value for their inland services.

'-"Since 1959, the International Telecommunication Convention has

clearly, defined the task of the Consultative Committees in technical

co-operation in the-following paragraphs:

No. 188s

. "F ■ ' 1IIn the performance of its duties, each Consultative Committee

'■■steall pay due attention to the study of questions and to the formula
tion of recommendations directly connected with, the establishment,.

' "development and'improvement of telecommunications in new or develop
ing .countries in both the regional and international fields".
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UTo. 189

"At the request of the countries concerned, each Consulta

tive Committee may also study "and offer advice concerning their

national telecommunication problems"«

And the Montreux Conference turned a de facto situation into an

official one by including the following paragraph in the Conventions

Ho, 199i

"Hier.e shall be a World Plan Committee, and such Hegional

Plan Committees as may be Jointly appro.ved by the Plenary Assemblies

of the International Consultative Committees. These Plan Committees

shall develop a General Plan for the international telecommunica

tion network to help in plannning international telecommunication

■ ■ services. They shall refer to the International Consultative

Committee questions the study of which is of particular interest

: to new or 'developing countries and which are within the terms of

; - ' r reference of those Consultative .Committees"- .

How have the CCIs put into effect these provisions of the Conven

tion? To answer this question, let us examine the decisions taken by

their last Plenary Assemblies. ' ■

II. Decisions by' the Illrd Plenary Assembly of the CCITT

As far as the CCITT is concerned, the Illrd Plenary Assembly

(Geneva 1964) decided- (subject to the approval of' the iW-Adminis-tra-

tive Council if necessary)s . .

1. that after each of their meetings, the Study Groups should draw

. ■. up a .summary of the results, obtained and a survey of future

prospects,' both of which should be published.in the ITU Journal;

,..2y to publish extracts of the chief recommendations in as -clear

and practical a form as possible;

. 3*-;;-to promote, through special working parties, the study .of

general subjects of national interest, with the aim of publish-

., . ing technical information manuals;
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4» to speed up the handling of certain simple questions by ■

instructing the Chairman of the Study Group or Working Party

concerned to supply a provisional reply to such questions

immediately, pending the results of a more thorough study if

required?

5« to encourage the Study Groups to submit the specifications

they are required to draw up in a form which will help more .

effectively in the preparation of "books of specifications and,

; in the absence of this solution, to "bring requesting countries

in touch with Administrations which agree to send them .their

own specifications^

6# to set up an information centre at the ITU to give information

upon request; about articles in reviews, "books, ITU publica

tions, COI documents and, subject to agreement of the Administra

tion concerned, documents established by the latter for their

■ . .own use? -..■-.. .-■.■'

7» to disseminate on a wide scale certain technical communica

tions submitted to the Plan Committee-j the Plan Sub—committees

or to certain seminars organized by the ITU,

III. Special Autonomous Working Parties of the CCITT ■

A large part of this technical co-operation programme is now in

progress; ... . ■

1. 29 studies for new or developing countries, requested by the

Plan Committees,'are now under way,

2» Summary Reports of the results of each Study Group meeting

are prepared and published in the ITU Journal,

3- Extracts from the Recommendations relative to transmission

have been published.

4- Finally, the following five Special Autonomous Working Parties

have been set up to draft technical information manualss
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(a) Special Autonomous Working Party 1 on National Automatic

*" -. networks| ■■•• -1 ■ ■ ■-..-..

(b) Special Autonomous Working Party 2 on Local Networks?

(c) Special Autonomous Working Party 3 on Economic and

Technical Comparison between transmission Systems

(Joint CGITT/CCIfi Working Party) 3

(d) Special Autonomous Working Party 4 on Primary Power

■■■■-. Sources'..(Joint CCITT/cciIMJorking Party);''

(e) Special Autonomous Working Party 5 on Economic Conditions

' and Telecommunication Developments

Ofcese Special Working Parties' have all been set up and have started

work. Working Party 3 has' just'held its first meeting at Rabat under

the Chairmanship of our good friend Ben Abdallah of Morocco. It deals

with a question that is very important for African countries,.i.e. the

technical and economic comparisons of transmission systems.

. We wish it all .the success..it Reserves and are-sure in advance that

the manual it is to prepare will be ready in time for the next Plenary

.Assembly of the CCITT which is due to be held' in Argentina in 1968.

.The First ..Special Autonomous Working Party, ■set up at. Hew Dehli

in I960, has already published a Manual on National Automatic Networks

'which'was a great success at the iflrd Plenary Assembly (Geneva) in

'1964/^ "' ' ■■"" ; ■■•■"■ - ' ' ■"; ' ■■ ■"■ '■ ; -" ■' ■ -- • "■ ■ " -

by the

For its part, the last Plenary Assembly of the CCIEj held.in 1963,

likewise considered technical co-operation problems. To that end, it

unanimously adopted a Resolution which lays down the methods whereby

new and developing countries may play a more active part in 'the work
of the CCIR, ": " ' -" - -.■■■:■.
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This Resolution advises the various countries?

X, to play a more active1 part in the work of .the CCIR Study

Groups and

2, to forward any questions they would .like to have studied by

the various CCIR Study Groups, in accordance with 180 of the

Covention? to the Director of the CCIR as soon as possible*

Ihe same Resolution requests the CCIR:

1. to give active consideration to the study of questions raised

"by new countries by setting up, if necessary, Special Working

Parties or Sub-Groups in the existing Study Groups $

2. to invite the Chairman to send a general review of the pro

blems they have already studied and those still requiring study

to the CCITT Secretariat within two months after the closure

of the Plenary Assembly. Ihese general reviews are to be

published in each volume of the CCIR documents at the head

of the chapter relating to the Study Group concerned, and are

to present the work done by that Study Group;

3« to prepare and publish in as olear and practical a manner as

possible, extracts from existing Reports and Recommendations

that are obviously of interest to new and developing countries.

It also requested the Specialized Secretariat of .the CCIR to advi.se

and assist the Administrations of new and developing countries in radio

matters, e.g. by assembling more propagation data applicable in tropical

regions, . . ..■.-...■-.

■7. CCIR Study Groups : ■

Side by side with this activity directed towards technical 00— .

operation with the new and developing countries, a considerable amount

of international technical co-operation is effected by the special

technical Study Groups of the CCIR and the CCITT,
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Some of" the CCIR Study Groups deal with data concerning all radio

services. Shis'applies for example to the subject ofemission, in which

context the. CCIR deals in particular with questions of■stability and

spurious emissions on which a more efficient use of the radio frequency

spectrum depends. As regards reception, the CCIR has followed a new

cows© "fey-"beginning to draw up tables of characteristics of so-called

"typical" receivers -which will constitute a useful basis of comparison

for many users- A great deal has "been done with regard to propagation,

but there is still much to do, especially in the tropical regions where

it appears -that many, modes of propagation, characteristics of these

regions call for further study, as and when new series of field measure

ments can toe effected.

In addition to these Study Groups of the CCIR which deal with

general radio questions., .others confine their attention more specifical

ly, to particular services 3 fixed HF services, mobile: services (maritime

service for example), satellite communications, radio relay links.

Mention may "be made of the special interest of the CCIR in telegraph

systems with a small number of channels, low-capacity "radio systems,

andtropospheric scatter which enable a smaller number of channels to

be routed than with line-of-sight systems but provide much longer ranges.

For these different reasons , the last-mentioned systems have numerous

application in Africa. . . . ■

Ihree CCIR Study Groups deal with broadcasting and'television, one

of them being more specifically entrusted with' tropical broadcasting.

Ihis last Study Group prepared standards fairly recently for low-cost ■

receivers intended above all for countries where the density of receivers

is particularly low at present. ■ ■ . /.

- Finally, the work of the CCIR Study Groups has been widely used

in the form of technical bases for many meetings, such as:.

- the African VHF/UHF Broadcasting Conference (Geneva, I963)?

- the preparatory meeting of experts for the African LF/SSF

Broadcasting Conference (Geneva, 1964)3
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. - the meetings of the Panel of Experts set up to. study measures

,:to "be taken with a view to reducing congestion in the frequency

bands "between 4 and 27.5 Mo/s. At the request of this Panel the

GCIR Secretariat has undertaken to publish a Handbook on Antennae.

As far as the CCITT is concerned, various Study Groups are engaged

in standardization of operating rules for telephony and telegraphy in

their various forms (station-to-station service, telex service, gentex

service, message retransmission service, facsimile telegraphy). These

Study Groups make costing studies of the various services to deduce the

general tariff principles to'be proposed to Administrations.

Other GCITT Study Groups specialized in transmission questions lay

down.the conditions to be respected in individual networks to permit

worl4-wi&e-.-telegraph and-telephone..services. ' The relevant recommenda

tions are applicable to national networks. There is also a .voice-ear

measurement laboratory which carries out calibration tests of telephone

sets on behalf of Administrations.

With the development of. automatio (or semi-automatic) switching

in telephony and telegraphy, national networks have become sub-divisions

of. a worldwide network.,. The signalling systems prepared by the CCITT

for.-dnternational switching are of great value for national networks.

The maintenance of international circuits has;led to another task

f03?vthe CCITT: the preparation of precise instructions, and it has

also.drawn up directives (which are.obviously applicable to national

networks).relative, to the protection of lines against corrosion and the

.Harmful-effects of electricity.lines*.

VI. The IffKB

; ■'■'■ The third-permanent organ of the Union is the IFEB (international

Frequency Registration. Board). .- It deals-essentially with radio frequency

usage, . .. . .- . ...-.■■
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One of its chief tasks relates to the technical preparation of

Radio Conferences? particularly those convened to draw up:frequency

assignment, plans, ■ ...-.■. . .; ....... ■ ■ _■.-... ...-■-. ■ ..

.IHusj in 1963 the IFHB submitted.propagation curves theoretical '"■"

ohazmpl distribution networks to the African Hroadoasfi^ Conference,

which enabled the Planning Committee to proceed rapidly with the

assignment of frequencies to; African frequency-modulation and tele

vision stations -in suoh a way as to provide the mazimum number of

channels. . ' '"■'■■

!Bie IFBB also did some preparatory technical work for the meeting

of experts held in. January I964 to draw up the technical data required

by :thev"African LF/m? Broadcasting Conference", ■■-"■■■"■ ": ■ ; ■ ■ ■

She Board likewise prepared a draft plan and .draft regional agree

ment concerning frequency usage in the African Broadcasting area. Both

drafts will be submitted to the next conference, which is to be held

in Geneva in September, ' ■ ■ " :' ■ ; " r ■ : ; \ ' "'"",.":

It should also be mentioned that one of the.basic tasks.of the

IFBB is the technical examination of frequency assignments. In this

context, the Board can furnish special assistance to Administrations

which need advice or even practical assistance in the choice and manage

ment", of the frequencies they require* ; '

22 Administrations of African countries have. requested the

assistance of the IFRB over the last three years to solve 33 cases of

harmful interference.

Similarly,' the Board carried out about 15 studies, at the request '

of certain African Administrations, to choose the frequencies necessary,

for the establishment of new connexions*

The same is true of the preparation of certain,tentative high-

frequency broadcasting schedules. ..
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VII, The Plan Committee .... . ■ ..

Finally, the Joint' CCITT/CCIR Plan Committee (World Committee and \

Regional Committees), serve as very valuable guides in helping the "

countries concerned to draw up their development projects for inter

national connexions and even for their national, connexions, by specify

ing the traffic statistics to be established by comparing predictions,

for each country, by calculating the number of circuits required to .

satisfy these predictions; and by determining the composition, size .

and nature of international routes, .... .

'The Plan Committee for Africa has already played an outstanding

role by drawing up for the first time a general inter-connexion plan ... ...

for the African telecommunication network which is usually known as the...

Dakar Plan, It is preparing to meet shortly here at Addis Ababa to

bring the plan up to date so that it may meet more accurately the new

requirements and realities of Africa.

Priority must be given to the preparation of this new plan since

all action to be taken with a view to equipping Africa with a modern

telecommunication network will depend on it.

The Plan Committee for Africa, under the■enlightened guidance of

its Chairman - our friend.Mr. Okoli of Nigeria - and its Vice-Chairman..-

our friend Leon Dia of Senegal - will tackle this work next September. ...

The present meeting could usefully serve as a sort of preparatory meeting

for that important conference.

There would be many advantages to be gained, especially since

Mr. Besseyre, Head of the Plan Department of the CCITO1 is here with

us. The advice which he will be happy to give to any of you will

permit'a more co-ordinated preparation of the next meeting of the

Plan Committee.

VIII. " Joint tTU/ECA.Special Mission

This Mission was organized chiefly to study all the possibilities

and all the methods suitable to promote the African telecommunication

networks*
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It is with this aim in view that the ITU- co-operates closely w<th

the EGA, the-Union dealing with technical problems, while the ECA tackles

the economic problems ~ such as securing the necessary funds, .

In this'respect, I have pleasure in announcing that two qualified

exp.erts have already been chosen by the ITU for posts now vacant and

that these two everts will" be; arriving in Addis Ababa very soon.

Precise instructions.will be given to them to this effect.

^technical assistance supplied by the ITU to new and developing

countries, forming part of the United lations Technical ..Co-operation .
activities3 is increasing from year to year.■

This assistance takes three different formss

(a) the sending of qualified experts -to advise the.governments
concerned i.i specific branches of telecommunications 5

(b) .the granting of fellowships to technicians from new and
developing countries to enable them to study ox attend

training courses in countries that are technically more
advanced^- ■ ■ ■ ...'..■. : :. . ■■-■-■■■ - "-■■'■■

(c) :the setting up of vocational training institutes covering a -
group of countries or .a region, and the supply of limited

quantities of demonstration and vocational training equip-
mentfl

To this end, several programmes have teen established, by the

United nations and „ shall now make'a brief review of them, with

special reference to what is being done in Africa.

Hie regional experts of the jointEOA/lTO Mission who were sent

to Addis Ababa in August I963 had already undertaken certain work in
Accra,

Ihe most important work accomplished by these regional experts was
the following;: .
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1. lechnica^and administrative ,.vW to a large number of African
countries following visits to those countries.

2. Standar^surv^s of the telecommunication networks of the
Coast, Senegal and Liberia,

3. Publication of Bom» ..thirty brochure, containing statistics on
the telecommunication networks of many African countries.

^ticipation in the meetly of the Hori. P1ftM
((Home, 1963) in order to assist African delegations in the
ptipreparation of their documents.

AttemptB t0 na^ ™* variou. yroi.ots for the development of
African telecommunication networks and the training cf
technicians and teachers.

of a pilot project, to establish links between
Addis Ababa and Abidjan

project is proceeding satisfactorily and is expected to
■be completed in the near future.

7> PartlolPa^°" It. technical di R,,,gg^ to organize bilateral
assistance ty the Netherlands for a group cf Afrioan oountries

to set ut) a common equipment fwrl

attempt proved unsuccessful because some donor countries

preferred individua! oo-operation with certain African Administra

tions with a view to furnishing them with one or more tele
communication terminal installations.

EPTA

most important of these programs is the Expanded Programme
of Technical Assistance. '

total credit allocated under this programme for telecommunica

tions increased from 35O,OOO dollars in 1959 to 1,487,44? dollars in
1965, representing an increase of about 430 per cent.
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Thxis, the over—all cost of assistance supplied to 33 African coun

tries, for the period 1963/64 reached 876,400 dollars, -which may be "broken

down as follows':

(a) 57 experts who accomplished a total of 401 months of service\

("*>) 88 fellowships awarded to African technicians who spent 814

months being trained in more developed countries;

(c) 74»621 dollars in demonstration equipment,

!Bx9 programme for the 1965/1966 period is now being put into effect

and the over-all estimates show an increase of 63 per pent compared with

the previous period.

By the end of 1965? 30 African countries had received assistance

for an over-all value of 476,353 dollars, -which.may be broken down as

follows?

(a) 33 experts sent to Africa;

. (b) .44 fellowships awarded to African technicians;

(°) 11*284 dollars in equipment supplied.

2» ffundfiH-in^Tgust Assistance Programme

.It often happens that the funds allocated by the United Nations

under the EP'IIA... are insufficient, The countries concerned- are then

led to.cover part, of the technical assistance costs themselves and in

such cases., the ITU supplies experts in conditions corresponding exactly

to those of the EPTA. Ohis programme is known as the Fundg-in-lrust

Assistance Programme', ' ' .

For the period 1965/1966, one country (Libya) requested that 4

experts (whose .presence was the...equivalent of 48 months of service)

be sent under this programme.

3« %h® 0PB3X Programme (Operational and Executive Personnel)

type of assistance is furnished by the United Nations under

a special programme for the recruitment of operational and executive

personnel.
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.For the period 1963/1964, three African countries obtained the

assistance of. six, experts -(making a total -of 46 months of. service) under

this programme.. For the period I965/1966, four countries (ldbya3 Ghana,

Nigeria and Sierra Leone) received 7 experts, whose service will total

90 months«

4, United Nations Special Fund . .

The three programmes just described usually cover short-term pro—

jects*. They have proved to "be insufficient or incomplete because most

of the1' hew and developing countries have prepared important plans for

the modernization or expansion of their telecommunication networks.

To meet the increased need for qualified technicians to bring these

plans into effect and operate them, long-term vocational training pro

grammes have "been introduced» ' For this purpose, specialized centres

or regional institutes have been set up, thanks to the United Nations'

Special Fund, • ■ " .

Projects of.this type generally extend over a. period of five years,

the necessary credits being allocated by the. United Nations, while the

ITU supplies the international experts to train the first technicians

and the national instructors who will- be- called upon to-replace them.

At present, the Union is in charge of the execution of 13 voca

tional training projects under the Special Fund, involving a total

amount of 13,358,700 dollars (the value of the assistance supplied by

the United Nations)*

These 13 projects are distributed as follows: ,

. Continent Number of Projects Value in |

Africa 5 5,055,000

latin America 2 2*330*400

Asia ■ : -■' 6 '• " 51973,300

___ 13 13-358,700
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The assistance supplied under these projects consists of:

(a) the provision of experts, of whom there are 37 for the five

African projects 3 " ' ' \ ■ ■' ■'■ ■ ' - '■' ■

(b) fellowships covering a'total period of 624 months for the

African continent?

(°) laboratory equipment "whose value "will reach 1,000,000 dollars.

!Tbe setting up of institutes for the long-term training of telecom

munication technicians is a very important task in -which the ITU is

actively engaged, ■ ■ ' .■.-■.■■

The 5 projects now under way in Africa are .located-in the.follow

ing countries:

Algeria Ghana Sudan

Congo1 Madagascar " "

But before leaving the subject of the experts attached to the

different programmes (EPTA, SF, etc.)> it should be pointed out that .

in 1965 their number rose to 158, distributed as follows:

Africa

Latin America

Asia

EPTA

31

15

21

67

■ Number

FS

23

16

40

1?

■of Experts

Misc.

3 ■

4

5

12

Total

57,

35 ■

66

; 158

5* Pilot Project Abidjan - Addis Ababa. .

:.Another Special Fund-Project relates to the setting up of direct

telephone and telegraph connexions between Addis Ababa and Abidjan, to

create an East-West axis through the African continent. This project

constitutes an excellent example of co-operation between two countries,
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the Special Fund and the ITU, Total funds made available by tl^e. United

Nations for this project amount to 812^100 dollars*

6, Emergency Aid to the Congo - Leopoldville . .

An ITU Mission is now in the Congo to advise the government on

telecommunication problems and also to see to the installation, main

tenance and operation of an important quantity of equipment*

This mission comprises 34 experts, of whom 24 are already at -work.

In addition, permanent vocational training courses, have been . ,.. . .. ..

organized, thanks to the recruitment of three experts for that purpose ■

who took up their duties on 1 January 1966. This last programme is

financed by the United Nations Special Fund.

X« Seminars

Despite the considerable assistance furnished by the ITU under •

the various United Nations programmes, the demand is so great that there

is always a gap "between the resources available and the requirements

to be met* . - ■ • ■ , .

To supplement the assistance supplied? thanks to the funds made

available by the United Nations,' the ITU has launched Its-own-programme

of "Technical Assistance in Kind". ■'"■-.■■

Thus, seminars have been organized on the occasion of the meetings

of the "3?Ian Committees; Very interesting -lectures-have-been delivered

at thes.e .seminars. an&.have been published in the.three, languagess ..English,

French and Spanish.

F.or...its^art, the IF^B .organized seminars, on frequency management

and usage of the radio spectrum in I963 and I964. These seminars were

attended by 109 technicians, of whom.. 30...were'from African countries...

The.next seminar will "be held in Geneva next September and in view

of the questions to be dealt with, I am sure that1many African technicians

will take part in it* ■" " •■ ■ . ' ■ -■ ■ ; .■■-..' :--■-■■■■'.■
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Under this programme, the more developed countries haire "been asked

to organize seminars, in co-operation with the ITU" on subjects.affect-

Iv ing the "various "branches of telecommunications»

J In 1962, a seminar -was organized in Paris "by the French Administra-

■ tio» f©3? Fffe&ahfSpeaking countries of Africa. The subject &@&Xt with

was "General organisation Principles for1 National Telecommunication

Networks in Uropical Countries". The seminar was attended by 19 techni

cians form 17 countries« .

Another seminar dealing with "Various uses of telecommunication

channels" was organized' in the Federal Republic of Germany by the

Administration of that country. It was attended by 21 technicians from

14 African countries,, .. . . ;

Furthermore, several seminars, dealing in particular with "Satel

lite !Telecommunication" have already been held or planned under the

ITQ programme of seminars.

Finally, it is pleasant to note that the Montreux Plenipotentiary

Conference recognized the importance of..such seminars? this is stressed

in its Resolution No.345 whereby it instructs the Secretary-General of

the ITC to encourage developed countries to organize such seminars and

co-ordinate their efforts in this field*

XI. Conclusion

In conclusion;, allow me to stress once more the importance attached

by the ITQ to technical assistance problems,

Throughout this brief survey I have attempted to indicate all the

possibilities offered by our Union to new and developing countries,

and in particular, to African countries, to help them to develop their

telecommunication networks in the best possible conditions.

As I have explained, the four permanent organs of the Unions

General Secretariat



B/ON.14/357
//

Annex. "VTI- '.

Page 18

CCITT .

IFEB --.-■■-.■ . ■ ■ ■ ■'■■'■■

have already directed their activities towards international co-operation,

thus tsrilllnatly justifying their world-wide vocation. .

Moreover, the technical co-operation services will "be strengthened,

in accordance with the directives issued by the Montreux Plenipotentiary

Confer.ence, by the recruitment of new exports whose special task it

will be to supply information and advice rapidly to new and developing

countries, (Resolution ITo/29)* .

Tou may therefore rest assured that the International Telecommunica

tion Union, faithful to its hundred years of tradition, will do every

thing in its, power- as far as its resources will allow - to strengthen

and develop international co-operation among all. its members.


